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Changes in the Land Cronon: Understanding Environmental Transformation in
Early America

changes in the land cronon is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the
groundbreaking work of historian William Cronon and his seminal book,
*Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England*.
This text revolutionized the way we think about environmental history,
especially the way European colonization altered the natural landscapes of
North America. If you’re curious about how early contact and settlement
reshaped ecosystems, economies, and cultures, diving into the themes of
*changes in the land cronon* offers invaluable insights.

The Core Idea Behind Changes in the Land Cronon

At its heart, *Changes in the Land* challenges the traditional narrative that
views North American landscapes as pristine wilderness before European
arrival. Cronon emphasized that Native Americans were active participants in
shaping their environment through hunting, agriculture, and controlled
burning. The arrival of European colonists, however, introduced new species,
land use practices, and economic systems that triggered profound ecological
changes.

Cronon’s approach is often described as ecological or environmental
history—an interdisciplinary method that blends history, ecology, and
anthropology to understand how human actions influence and are influenced by
the environment. By focusing on New England as a case study, he reveals how
indigenous and colonial interactions created a dynamic landscape that was far
from static.

Key Ecological Transformations Explored in
Changes in the Land Cronon

Impact of European Land Use Practices

One of the most significant shifts discussed in Cronon’s work is the change
from Native American land management to European agricultural and pastoral
practices. Native Americans typically engaged in small-scale farming,
hunting, and gathering, activities that were often sustainable and adapted to
local ecosystems. In contrast, European settlers favored large-scale
agriculture, livestock grazing, and deforestation to build towns and
infrastructure.



This shift caused:

Reduction of forest cover due to clearing land for crops and pastures

Introduction of non-native plants and animals that disrupted existing
ecological balances

Changes in soil composition and nutrient cycles as a result of intensive
farming techniques

Alteration of Species Populations

Another fascinating aspect of *changes in the land cronon* is the
transformation of local flora and fauna populations. The arrival of Europeans
led to the introduction of species such as cattle, pigs, and European weeds,
while simultaneously causing declines in indigenous species.

For instance:

- Deer populations, which were managed and hunted by Native Americans, grew
dramatically at first as hunting pressures decreased, but later declined due
to overhunting and habitat loss.
- Beaver populations, crucial for shaping waterways and wetlands, were
decimated by fur traders, leading to changes in hydrological systems.

These changes highlight the interconnectedness of species and how human
economic activities can ripple through ecosystems.

Understanding the Human Dimension: Native
Americans and Colonists

Indigenous Land Use and Ecology

To appreciate the full scope of *changes in the land cronon*, it’s important
to understand Native American relationships with the environment. Far from
being passive inhabitants, indigenous peoples actively managed forests and
fields, using techniques such as controlled burns to promote growth of useful
plants and maintain game habitats.

Their land use was deeply entwined with cultural and spiritual values,
emphasizing balance and reciprocity. For example, the cultivation of the
"Three Sisters" (corn, beans, and squash) demonstrated sophisticated



agricultural knowledge that enhanced soil fertility while supporting diverse
food systems.

Colonial Impact and Environmental Consequences

European colonists brought different conceptions of land ownership and
resource exploitation. Land was seen primarily as a commodity for economic
gain. This led to:

Widespread deforestation for timber and farming

Displacement of Native Americans from ancestral lands

Introduction of market-driven economies that prioritized cash crops like
tobacco and wheat

These changes disrupted indigenous ways of life and altered ecological
balances, often with unintended consequences such as soil depletion and
increased erosion.

The Broader Significance of Changes in the Land
Cronon

Cronon’s work not only reshaped environmental history but also offered
lessons for contemporary ecological thinking. Understanding how historical
land use changes affect ecosystems helps us grasp the roots of current
environmental challenges, such as habitat loss, invasive species, and climate
change.

By recognizing the deep history of human-environment interaction, we can:

- Develop more sustainable land management practices informed by indigenous
knowledge
- Appreciate the complexity of ecosystems shaped by centuries of human
activity
- Avoid simplistic notions of “wilderness” that ignore human influence

Modern Applications and Lessons

Today, many environmentalists and policymakers look back at works like
*Changes in the Land* to guide restoration efforts and conservation
strategies. For example, controlled burns, once suppressed by modern forestry



practices, are now reintroduced in some areas to mimic indigenous stewardship
and reduce wildfire risks.

Moreover, the concept of “novel ecosystems” acknowledges that landscapes
today are often hybrids of native and introduced species shaped by historical
events. This understanding encourages flexible, adaptive management rather
than attempts to return ecosystems to an imagined pre-colonial state.

How Changes in the Land Cronon Influences
Environmental Thinking

The enduring influence of Cronon’s scholarship lies in its challenge to
conventional boundaries between nature and culture. It invites us to view
landscapes as living records of human history and ecological processes
intertwined.

This perspective has influenced fields such as:

- Environmental history, by incorporating ecological science into historical
narratives
- Conservation biology, by acknowledging historical human impacts on species
and habitats
- Cultural geography, by exploring how identities and landscapes shape each
other

By placing early American environmental change at the center of historical
inquiry, *changes in the land cronon* opens up new ways to understand our
relationship with nature.

Tips for Exploring Changes in the Land Cronon
Further

If you want to delve deeper into this topic, consider the following
approaches:

Read William Cronon’s original book to grasp the detailed case studies1.
and arguments.

Explore complementary works on indigenous environmental management and2.
colonial history.

Visit local historical sites or museums that highlight ecological change3.
over time.

Engage with contemporary ecological restoration projects inspired by4.



historical land use.

These steps can enrich your understanding of how past land use decisions
continue to affect present-day environments.

In the end, the story of *changes in the land cronon* reminds us that
landscapes are never static. They are dynamic, shaped by the complex
interplay of human culture, economy, and nature. Recognizing this ongoing
dialogue helps us better appreciate the environment’s past and guides us
toward more thoughtful stewardship in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Changes in the Land'
by William Cronon?
'Changes in the Land' explores how the arrival of European settlers in New
England transformed the region’s ecology, economy, and social structures,
fundamentally altering the relationship between humans and the environment.

How does William Cronon describe the impact of
European colonization on Native American land use?
Cronon explains that European colonization disrupted Native American land use
by introducing new property concepts, farming techniques, and resource
exploitation methods, which led to significant environmental and cultural
changes.

Why is 'Changes in the Land' considered an important
work in environmental history?
The book is important because it highlights the interplay between ecological
changes and cultural practices, showing how human actions reshape landscapes
and ecosystems over time, thereby broadening the scope of environmental
history.

What role do economic factors play in the changes
described in Cronon's book?
Economic factors, such as the fur trade and agricultural expansion, drove
both Native Americans and Europeans to alter the land in ways that had
lasting ecological consequences, emphasizing the economic motivations behind
environmental transformation.



How does Cronon address the concept of land
ownership in 'Changes in the Land'?
Cronon contrasts Native American communal land use practices with European
notions of private property, illustrating how differing land ownership
concepts contributed to environmental change and conflict.

What are some ecological changes highlighted in
'Changes in the Land'?
The book details shifts such as deforestation, changes in animal populations,
and the introduction of new plant species, all resulting from the
interactions between Native Americans, Europeans, and the environment.

How does 'Changes in the Land' contribute to our
understanding of colonial history?
By focusing on environmental change, the book offers a nuanced perspective on
colonial history that includes ecological and cultural transformations,
demonstrating that colonization affected not only societies but also the
natural world.

Additional Resources
Changes in the Land Cronon: An Analytical Review of Environmental
Transformation

changes in the land cronon is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
fields of environmental history and ecological studies. Coined from the
groundbreaking work of William Cronon, a prominent environmental historian,
the term encapsulates the complex, often profound transformations that
landscapes undergo due to human intervention and natural processes. This
article delves into the nuances of these changes, examining how Cronon’s
seminal insights have shaped our understanding of environmental change, land
use, and the intricate relationship between humans and their surroundings.

Understanding Changes in the Land: The Cronon
Perspective

William Cronon’s influential book, *Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists,
and the Ecology of New England*, published in 1983, revolutionized the way
historians and ecologists perceive environmental history. Cronon argued that
the arrival of European settlers in New England initiated a cascade of
ecological changes that dramatically altered the region’s landscape,
biodiversity, and indigenous land management practices.



At its core, Cronon’s analysis challenges the traditional notion of a
“pristine wilderness” untouched by humans. Instead, he presents a dynamic
view of the land as a product of both Native American and colonial
interactions, emphasizing how distinct cultural attitudes toward land use
produced different ecological outcomes. These transformations – or “changes
in the land” – include deforestation, shifts in wildlife populations, soil
depletion, and the introduction of new plant species.

The Ecological Impact of Colonial Settlement

One of the critical aspects highlighted by Cronon is the contrast between
Native American and European land use strategies. Indigenous peoples
practiced a form of ecological management that balanced hunting, agriculture,
and fire regimes to sustain the environment. Their practices maintained
diverse habitats and species populations, often promoting ecological
stability.

European settlers, however, brought with them a different worldview rooted in
private land ownership, intensive agriculture, and resource exploitation.
This shift led to significant deforestation as woodlands were cleared for
farms and settlements. The landscape was reshaped to support monoculture
crops and livestock, which, combined with European hunting practices,
disrupted local ecosystems.

Data from historical land surveys and ecological studies indicate that by the
late 17th century, forest cover in parts of New England had declined by over
50%, a direct consequence of colonial agricultural expansion. This
deforestation not only altered habitats but also affected hydrological cycles
and soil quality, contributing to erosion and nutrient depletion.

The Role of Fire and Species Composition

Cronon also draws attention to the role of fire in shaping the landscape.
Native Americans regularly used controlled burns to manage forests and
grasslands, encouraging the growth of certain plant species and maintaining
open areas for hunting. These fires served as a critical ecological tool,
preventing the buildup of underbrush and fostering biodiversity.

With European settlement, fire suppression became the norm. This change in
land management led to denser forests, altered species composition, and
increased vulnerability to catastrophic wildfires. Moreover, the introduction
of non-native species, whether intentionally through agriculture or
accidentally through trade, further complicated ecological balances.

For instance, the introduction of European livestock such as cattle and pigs
transformed ground cover and soil compaction, while invasive plant species
competed with native flora, sometimes leading to the decline of indigenous



plants crucial to local wildlife.

Broader Implications of Changes in the Land
Cronon

The insights derived from Cronon’s work extend beyond New England, offering a
framework to analyze environmental transformations globally. His approach
underscores the interconnectedness of cultural practices, economic systems,
and ecological outcomes, urging a more nuanced understanding of human-
environment interactions.

Land Use Change and Modern Environmental Challenges

The historical perspective on land changes is vital for addressing
contemporary environmental challenges such as deforestation, habitat
fragmentation, and climate change. Recognizing that land is not a static
backdrop but a dynamic system influenced by human choices encourages
sustainable land management practices.

Modern conservation efforts can draw lessons from indigenous land stewardship
models highlighted by Cronon. For example, reintroducing controlled burns in
forest management has gained traction in several regions as a means to
restore ecological balance and reduce wildfire risks.

Economic and Social Dimensions of Land
Transformation

Changes in the land also carry significant economic and social dimensions.
The transition from indigenous to colonial land systems altered ownership
patterns, resource access, and community livelihoods. These shifts often
marginalized Native American populations and disrupted traditional ecological
knowledge systems.

Understanding these historical land changes is crucial in contemporary land
rights discussions and environmental justice movements. It highlights the
need to integrate diverse cultural perspectives in land governance and
restoration projects.

Methodological Approaches to Studying Changes



in the Land Cronon

Analyzing changes in the land from a Cronon-inspired perspective requires
interdisciplinary methodologies combining history, ecology, anthropology, and
geography.

Historical Records and Land Surveys: Examination of colonial maps, land
deeds, and settlers’ journals provides insights into land use patterns
and ecological conditions during different periods.

Paleoecological Data: Analysis of sediment cores, pollen samples, and
tree rings helps reconstruct past environments and the impact of human
activities over centuries.

Ethnographic Studies: Investigations into indigenous knowledge systems
and land management practices enrich understanding of pre-colonial
ecological dynamics.

Geospatial Technologies: Modern GIS mapping and remote sensing allow for
the visualization of land cover changes and habitat fragmentation over
time.

These diverse approaches facilitate a comprehensive picture of how land has
evolved, reflecting both natural processes and human agency.

Challenges in Interpreting Changes in the Land

Despite advances in methodology, interpreting environmental changes remains
complex. Ecological data can be fragmentary, and historical sources may carry
biases or gaps, particularly regarding indigenous perspectives. Moreover,
disentangling the effects of human activity from natural climatic variations
requires careful analysis.

Nevertheless, Cronon’s framework encourages scholars to embrace this
complexity, viewing landscapes as palimpsests layered with cultural and
ecological histories.

The legacy of “changes in the land cronon” continues to influence
environmental discourse, reminding us that the landscapes we inhabit are not
mere backdrops but active participants in our shared history. By critically
examining these transformations, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
delicate balance between human needs and ecological integrity—a balance that
remains central to sustainable futures.



Changes In The Land Cronon

  changes in the land cronon: Changes in the Land William Cronon, 1983 This book offers an
original and persuasive interpretation of the changing circumstances in New England's plant and
animal communities that occurred with the shift from Indian to European dominance.
  changes in the land cronon: America's Founding Food Keith Stavely, Kathleen Fitzgerald,
2006-03-08 From baked beans to apple cider, from clam chowder to pumpkin pie, Keith Stavely and
Kathleen Fitzgerald’s culinary history reveals the complex and colorful origins of New England foods
and cookery. Featuring hosts of stories and recipes derived from generations of New Englanders of
diverse backgrounds, America’s Founding Food chronicles the region’s cuisine, from the English
settlers' first encounter with Indian corn in the early seventeenth century to the nostalgic marketing
of New England dishes in the first half of the twentieth century. Focusing on the traditional foods of
the region — including beans, pumpkins, seafood, meats, baked goods, and beverages such as cider
and rum — the authors show how New Englanders procured, preserved, and prepared their
sustaining dishes. Placing the New England culinary experience in the broader context of British and
American history and culture, Stavely and Fitzgerald demonstrate the importance of New England’s
foods to the formation of American identity, while dispelling some of the myths arising from patriotic
sentiment. At once a sharp assessment and a savory recollection, America’s Founding Food sets out
the rich story of the American dinner table and provides a new way to appreciate American history.
  changes in the land cronon: Global Life Systems Robert P. Clark, 2000 Humans did not begin
as a global species; we had to expand to become one. And we could not have done so without other
living organisms becoming global along with us. Robert P. Clark develops in this book a global life
systems perspective that delineates how biological forces mutually reinforce one another--and what
their globalization has meant for both human society and the biosphere. While he resists biological
determinism, Clark traces interconnected developments among population, disease, agriculture,
trade, fuels, and other life systems to more thoroughly explore and elucidate the globalization of
human endeavors within an ever evolving context of nature and environment. His lucid and richly
documented book offers a fresh look at social evolution and a broader basis for understanding the
contemporary context for global change.
  changes in the land cronon: Class Matters Steve Fraser, 2018-01-01 A uniquely personal yet
deeply informed exploration of the hidden history of class in American life From the decks of the
Mayflower straight through to Donald Trump's American carnage, class has always played a role in
American life. In this remarkable work, Steve Fraser twines our nation's past with his own family's
history, deftly illustrating how class matters precisely because Americans work so hard to pretend it
doesn't. He examines six signposts of American history--the settlements at Plymouth and Jamestown;
the ratification of the Constitution; the Statue of Liberty; the cowboy; the kitchen debate between
Richard Nixon and Nikita Khrushchev; and Martin Luther King's I Have a Dream speech--to explore
just how pervasively class has shaped our national conversation. With a historian's intellectual
command and a riveting narrative voice, Fraser interweaves these examples with his own
past--including his false arrest on charges of planning to blow up the Liberty Bell during the Civil
Rights era--to tell a story both urgent and timeless.
  changes in the land cronon: The Green Breast of the New World Louise H. Westling, 1996
In searching American literary landscapes for what they can reveal about our attitudes toward
nature and gender, The Green Breast of the New World considers symbolic landscapes in
twentieth-century American fiction, the characters who inhabit those landscapes, and the gendered
traditions that can influence the figuration of both of these fictional elements. In this century, says
Louise H. Westling, American literary responses to landscape and nature have been characterized by
a puzzling mix of eroticism and misogyny, celebration and mourning, and reverence and disregard.
Focusing on problems of gender conflict and imperialist nostalgia, The Green Breast of the New
World addresses this ambivalence. Westling begins with a deep history of literary landscapes,
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looking back to the archaic Mediterranean/Mesopotamian traditions that frame European and
American symbolic figurations of humans in the land. Drawing on sources as ancient as the
Sumerian Hymns to Innana and the Epic of Gilgamesh, she reveals a tradition of male heroic identity
grounded in an antagonistic attitude toward the feminized earth and nature. This identity recently
has been used to mask a violent destruction of wilderness and indigenous peoples in the fictions of
progress that have shaped our culture. Examining the midwestern landscapes of Willa Cather's Jim
Burden and Ernest Hemingway's Nick Adams, and the Mississippi Delta of William Faulkner's
Thomas Sutpen and Isaac McCaslin and Eudora Welty's plantation families and small-town dwellers,
Westling shows that these characters all participate in a cultural habit of gendering the landscape as
female and then excusing their mistreatment of it by retreating into a nostalgia that erases their real
motives, displaces responsibility, and takes refuge in attitudes of self-pitying adoration.
  changes in the land cronon: A Guide to Spatial History Konrad Lawson, Riccardo Bavaj,
Bernhard Struck, 2022-01-07 This guide provides an overview of the thematic areas, analytical
aspects, and avenues of research which, together, form a broader conversation around doing spatial
history. Spatial history is not a field with clearly delineated boundaries. For the most part, it lacks a
distinct, unambiguous scholarly identity. It can only be thought of in relation to other, typically more
established fields. Indeed, one of the most valuable utilities of spatial history is its capacity to
facilitate conversations across those fields. Consequently, it must be discussed in relation to a
variety of historiographical contexts. Each of these have their own intellectual genealogies,
institutional settings, and conceptual path dependencies. With this in mind, this guide surveys the
following areas: territoriality, infrastructure, and borders; nature, environment, and landscape; city
and home; social space and political protest; spaces of knowledge; spatial imaginaries; cartographic
representations; and historical GIS research.
  changes in the land cronon: A Change in Worlds on the Sino-Tibetan Borderlands Jack Patrick
Hayes, 2013-12-19 A Change in Worlds explores the environmental, economic, and political history
of the Sino-Tibetan Songpan region of northern Sichuan from the late imperial Qing Dynasty to the
early 21st century. A historically Tibetan region on the eastern edge of the Tibetan Plateau, with
significant Han and Muslim Chinese populations, Songpan played important roles in the
development of western and modern China’s ethnic relations policies, forestry sector, grasslands
and environmental conservation, and recent developments in eco- and ethnic tourism as part of
various Chinese states. However, in spite of close associations with various Tibetan and Chinese
regimes, the region also has a rich history of local independence and resilient nomadic,
semi-nomadic and agricultural populations and identities. The Sino-Tibetan diversity in Songpan,
partly formed by unique ecological conditions, conditioned all attempts to incorporate the region
into larger and more centralized state homogenizing structures. This historical study analyzes the
social force of markets and nature in the Songpan region in concert with the political and social
conflicts and compromise at the heart of changing political regimes and the area’s ethnic groups. It
presents new perspectives on the social transformation and economies of Tibetans and Han Chinese
from the late Qing Dynasty to Mao era and contemporary western China. It not only allows for a new
understanding of how the natural environment and landscapes fit into the imagination of the
Sino-Tibetan borderlands, it also figures in the challenges of negotiating ethnic and market relations
among societies. The mix of complicated relations over natural environment, resources, politics and
markets was at the heart of the region’s social and political infrastructures, with far-reaching
implications for both historical and contemporary China.
  changes in the land cronon: The Rediscovery of America Ned Blackhawk, 2023-04-25 A
sweeping and overdue retelling of U.S. history that recognizes that Native Americans are essential
to understanding the evolution of modern America The most enduring feature of U.S. history is the
presence of Native Americans, yet most histories focus on Europeans and their descendants. This
long practice of ignoring Indigenous history is changing, however, with a new generation of scholars
insists that any full American history address the struggle, survival, and resurgence of American
Indian nations. Indigenous history is essential to understanding the evolution of modern America.



Ned Blackhawk interweaves five centuries of Native and non‑Native histories, from Spanish colonial
exploration to the rise of Native American self-determination in the late twentieth century. In this
transformative synthesis he shows that * European colonization in the 1600s was never a
predetermined success; * Native nations helped shape England's crisis of empire; * the first shots of
the American Revolution were prompted by Indian affairs in the interior; * California Indians
targeted by federally funded militias were among the first casualties of the Civil War; * the Union
victory forever recalibrated Native communities across the West; * twentieth-century reservation
activists refashioned American law and policy. Blackhawk's retelling of U.S. history acknowledges
the enduring power, agency, and survival of Indigenous peoples, yielding a truer account of the
United States and revealing anew the varied meanings of America.
  changes in the land cronon: Fur, Fortune, and Empire: The Epic History of the Fur Trade in
America Eric Jay Dolin, 2011-07-05 A Seattle Times selection for one of Best Non-Fiction Books of
2010 Winner of the New England Historial Association's 2010 James P. Hanlan Award Winner of the
Outdoor Writers Association of America 2011 Excellence in Craft Award, Book Division, First Place A
compelling and well-annotated tale of greed, slaughter and geopolitics. —Los Angeles Times As
Henry Hudson sailed up the broad river that would one day bear his name, he grew concerned that
his Dutch patrons would be disappointed in his failure to find the fabled route to the Orient. What
became immediately apparent, however, from the Indians clad in deer skins and good furs was that
Hudson had discovered something just as tantalizing. The news of Hudson's 1609 voyage to America
ignited a fierce competition to lay claim to this uncharted continent, teeming with untapped natural
resources. The result was the creation of an American fur trade, which fostered economic rivalries
and fueled wars among the European powers, and later between the United States and Great
Britain, as North America became a battleground for colonization and imperial aspirations. In Fur,
Fortune, and Empire, best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin chronicles the rise and fall of the fur trade of
old, when the rallying cry was get the furs while they last. Beavers, sea otters, and buffalos were
slaughtered, used for their precious pelts that were tailored into extravagant hats, coats, and sleigh
blankets. To read Fur, Fortune, and Empire then is to understand how North America was explored,
exploited, and settled, while its native Indians were alternately enriched and exploited by the trade.
As Dolin demonstrates, fur, both an economic elixir and an agent of destruction, became inextricably
linked to many key events in American history, including the French and Indian War, the American
Revolution, and the War of 1812, as well as to the relentless pull of Manifest Destiny and the
opening of the West. This work provides an international cast beyond the scope of any Hollywood
epic, including Thomas Morton, the rabble-rouser who infuriated the Pilgrims by trading guns with
the Indians; British explorer Captain James Cook, whose discovery in the Pacific Northwest helped
launch America's China trade; Thomas Jefferson who dreamed of expanding the fur trade beyond the
Mississippi; America's first multimillionaire John Jacob Astor, who built a fortune on a foundation of
fur; and intrepid mountain men such as Kit Carson and Jedediah Smith, who sliced their way through
an awe inspiring and unforgiving landscape, leaving behind a mythic legacy still resonates today.
Concluding with the virtual extinction of the buffalo in the late 1800s, Fur, Fortune, and Empire is
an epic history that brings to vivid life three hundred years of the American experience, conclusively
demonstrating that the fur trade played a seminal role in creating the nation we are today.
  changes in the land cronon: Contemporary Native American Political Issues Troy
Johnson, 2000-01-01 'How does one make a clear distinction between issues such as tribal
sovereignty, indigenous rights, and law and justice? How do these topics differ, and can they be
separated from, issues such as identity, health, and environment? The answer, of course, lies in the
interconnectedness of all aspects of Native American life, culture, religion, and politics. This format
encourages the consideration of Native politics both in terms of unifying themes and contexts and
with regard to local situations, needs, and struggles.' -From the Introduction by Troy Johnson Troy
Johnson and has assembled a volume of top scholarship from which emerges the complexity and
diversity of Native American political life in the 1990's. Each topical section is introduced by the
editor's own commentaries, which provide background and integrated analyses of the issues at hand.



They are followed by informative, critical case studies and essays that offer experiences and
perspectives from a variety of Native American and political settings. Students will gain grounded
understandings of key issues as well as a variety of theoretical perspectives from which to
understand contemporary American Indian political life. Topics include sovereignty, international
indigenous rights, economic development, law, repatriation, and activism.
  changes in the land cronon: The Bronx River: An Environmental & Social History Maarten de
Kadt, 2011-06-28 The Bronx River flows twenty-three miles from its source in Valhalla to its mouth,
the East River in the Bronx. This waterway was used for centuries by Native American tribes for
drinking, food and transportation, and they called it Aquehung a fast stream flowing along a high
bluff. After the arrival of Europeans, though, the Bronx River suffered as industry prospered; it
powered mills and, unfortunately, became a dumping ground for all kinds of waste. Its appearance
and ecosystem were forever changed. Today, community members are again attempting to alter the
river, but this time for the better, by helping it recover. Discover the fascinating history of this small
waterway and the ways it influenced and was affected by the people around it.
  changes in the land cronon: A Revolution in Eating James E. McWilliams, 2005-06-01 A
colorful, spirited tour of culinary attitudes, tastes, and techniques throughout colonial America.
Confronted by unfamiliar animals, plants, and landscapes, settlers in the colonies and West Indies
found new ways to produce food. Integrating their British and European tastes with the demands
and bounty of the rugged American environment, early Americans developed a range of regional
cuisines. From the kitchen tables of typical Puritan families to Iroquois longhouses in the
backcountry and slave kitchens on southern plantations, McWilliams portrays the grand variety and
inventiveness that characterized colonial cuisine. As colonial America grew, so did its palate, as
interactions among European settlers, Native Americans, and African slaves created new dishes and
attitudes about food. McWilliams considers how Indian corn, once thought by the colonists as “fit for
swine,” became a fixture in the colonial diet. He also examines the ways in which African slaves
influenced West Indian and American southern cuisine. While a mania for all things British was a
unifying feature of eighteenth-century cuisine, the colonies discovered a national beverage in
domestically brewed beer, which came to symbolize solidarity and loyalty to the patriotic cause in
the Revolutionary era. The beer and alcohol industry also instigated unprecedented trade among the
colonies and further integrated colonial habits and tastes. Victory in the American Revolution
initiated a “culinary declaration of independence,” prompting the antimonarchical habits of
simplicity, frugality, and frontier ruggedness to define the cuisine of the United States—a shift that
imbued values that continue to shape the nation’s attitudes to this day. “A lively and informative
read.” —TheNew Yorker
  changes in the land cronon: City at the Water's Edge Betsy McCully, 2007 Concrete floors
and concrete walls, buildings that pierce the sky, taxicabs and subway corridors, a steady din of
noise. These things, along with a virtually unrivaled collection of museums, galleries, performance
venues, media outlets, international corporations, and stock exchanges make New York City not only
the cultural and financial capital of the United States, but one of the largest and most impressive
urban conglomerations in the world. With distinctions like these, is it possible to imagine the city as
any more than this? City at the Water's Edge invites readers to do just that. Betsy McCully, a
long-time urban dweller, argues that this city of lights is much more than a human-made metropolis.
It has a rich natural history that is every bit as fascinating as the glitzy veneer that has been built
atop it. Through twenty years of nature exploration, McCully has come to know New York as part of
the Lower Hudson Bioregion-a place of salt marshes and estuaries, sand dunes and barrier islands,
glacially sculpted ridges and kettle holes, rivers and streams, woodlands and outwash plains. Here
she tells the story of New York that began before the first humans settled in the region twelve
thousand years ago, and long before immigrants ever arrived at Ellis Island. The timeline that she
recounts is one that extends backward half a billion years; it plumbs the depths of Manhattan's
geological history and forecasts a possible future of global warming, with rising seas lapping at the
base of the Empire State Building. Counter to popular views that see the city as a marvel of human



ingenuity diametrically opposed to nature, this unique account shows how the region has served as
an evolving habitat for a diversity of species, including our own. The author chronicles the growth of
the city at the expense of the environment, but leaves the reader with a vision of a future city as a
human habitat that is brought into balance with nature.
  changes in the land cronon: A Companion to American Environmental History Douglas
Cazaux Sackman, 2010-02-12 A Companion to American Environmental History gatherstogether a
comprehensive collection of over 30 essays that examinethe evolving and diverse field of American
environmental history. Provides a complete historiography of American environmentalhistory Brings
the field up-to-date to reflect the latest trends andencourages new directions for the field Includes
the work of path-breaking environmental historians,from the founders of the field, to contributions
frominnovative young scholars Takes stock of the discipline through five topically themedparts, with
essays ranging from American Indian EnvironmentalRelations to Cities and Suburbs
  changes in the land cronon: Broken Landscape Frank Pommersheim, 2009-09-02 Broken
Landscape is a sweeping chronicle of Indian tribal sovereignty under the United States Constitution
and the way that legal analysis and practice have interpreted and misinterpreted tribal sovereignty
since the nation's founding. The Constitution formalized the relationship between Indian tribes and
the United States government--a relationship forged through a long history of war and land
usurpation--within a federal structure not mirrored in the traditions of tribal governance. Although
the Constitution recognized the sovereignty of Indian nations, it did not safeguard tribes against the
tides of national expansion and exploitationAs Broken Landscape demonstrates, the federal
government has repeatedly failed to respect the Constitution's recognition of tribal sovereignty.
Instead, it has favored excessive, unaccountable authority in its dealings with tribes. The Supreme
Court has strayed from its Constitutional roots as well, consistently issuing decisions over two
centuries that have bolstered federal power over the tribes.Frank Pommersheim, one of America's
leading scholars in Indian tribal law, offers a novel and deeply researched synthesis of this legal
history from colonial times to the present, confronting the failures of constitutional analysis in
contemporary Indian law jurisprudence. Closing with a proposal for a Constitutional amendment
that would reaffirm tribal sovereignty, Pommersheim challenges us to finally accord Indian tribes
and Indian people the respect and dignity that are their due.
  changes in the land cronon: Law in American History G. Edward White, 2012-02-20 In the
first of the three volumes of his projected comprehensive narrative history of the role of law in
America from the colonial years through the twentieth century, G. Edward White takes up the
central themes of American legal history from the earliest European settlements through the Civil
War. Included in the coverage of this volume are the interactions between European and Amerindian
legal systems in the years of colonial settlement; the crucial role of Anglo-American theories of
sovereignty and imperial governance in facilitating the separation of the American colonies from the
British Empire in the late eighteenth century; the American experiment with federated republican
constitutionalism in the founding period; the major importance of agricultural householding, in the
form of slave plantations as well as farms featuring wage labor, in helping to shape the development
of American law in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; the emergence of the Supreme Court of
the United States as an authoritative force in American law and politics in the early nineteenth
century; the interactions between law, westward expansion, and transformative developments in
transportation and communiciation in the antebellum years; the contributions of American legal
institutions to the dissolution of the Union of American states in the three decades after 1830; and
the often-overlooked legal history of the Confederacy and Union governments during the Civil War.
White incorporates recent scholarship in anthropology, ethnography, and economic, political,
intellectual and legal history to produce a narrative that is both revisionist and accessible, taking up
the familiar topics of race, gender, slavery, and the treatment of native Americans from fresh
perspectives. Along the way he provides a compelling case for why law can be seen as the key to
understanding the development of American life as we know it. Law in American History, Volume 1
will be an essential text for both students of law and general readers.



  changes in the land cronon: Contact in Context Sandhya Patel, 2014-08-11 Contact between
cultures has been understood in various ways and this particular volume considers the European
cultural, social, scientific, philosophical and political contexts framing encounter. All of the essays
thus look at the different ways in which individuals and institutions work these contexts into their
representations of contact settings. In Part 1, the conventional stance is adopted where encounter is
understood as taking place elsewhere and not on European soil. The chapters examine contact far
afield and focus on how public and private contexts act upon ensuing interpretations and
representations of inter-cultural interaction. Part 2 considers ‘contact within’, positing inversed sites
of encounter. The essays point to the arrival of these discovered peoples on European soil as the
eras of exploration ushered in periods of settlement and extended colonisation. The paradigm of
contact between Europeans and Others (and Other spaces) was thus displaced both figuratively and
literally. Amongst the conduits for such representations were the mid-nineteenth and early twentieth
century European exhibitions or fairs. The studies here suggest that these encounters were also
engineered by domestic contexts which gradually enclosed interaction within further, restrictive
conceptual frameworks, not on islands and beaches, but in European towns and cities.
  changes in the land cronon: Indian Work Daniel H. Usner, 2009-08-27 Representations of
Indian economic life have played an integral role in discourses about poverty, social policy, and
cultural difference but have received surprisingly little attention. Daniel Usner dismantles
ideological characterizations of Indian livelihood to reveal the intricacy of economic adaptations in
American Indian history.
  changes in the land cronon: A Field on Fire Mark D. Hersey, Ted Steinberg, 2019-01-29 A
frank and engaging exploration of the burgeoning academic field of environmental history Inspired
by the pioneering work of preeminent environmental historian Donald Worster, the contributors to A
Field on Fire: The Future of Environmental History reflect on the past and future of this discipline.
Featuring wide-ranging essays by leading environmental historians from the United States, Europe,
and China, the collection challenges scholars to rethink some of their orthodoxies, inviting them to
approach familiar stories from new angles, to integrate new methodologies, and to think creatively
about the questions this field is well positioned to answer. Worster’s groundbreaking research
serves as the organizational framework for the collection. Editors Mark D. Hersey and Ted Steinberg
have arranged the book into three sections corresponding to the primary concerns of Worster’s
influential scholarship: the problem of natural limits, the transnational nature of environmental
issues, and the question of method. Under the heading “Facing Limits,” five essays explore the
inherent tensions between democracy, technology, capitalism, and the environment. The “Crossing
Borders” section underscores the ways in which environmental history moves easily across national
and disciplinary boundaries. Finally, “Doing Environmental History” invokes Worster’s work as an
essayist by offering self-conscious reflections about the practice and purpose of environmental
history. The essays aim to provoke a discussion on the future of the field, pointing to untapped and
underdeveloped avenues ripe for further exploration. A forward thinker like Worster presents bold
challenges to a new generation of environmental historians on everything from capitalism and the
Anthropocene to war and wilderness. This engaging volume includes a very special afterword by one
of Worster’s oldest friends, the eminent intellectual historian Daniel Rodgers, who has known
Worster for close to fifty years.
  changes in the land cronon: Wallless Cities Shen Hou, 2024-10-21 This book aims to outline
the detailed process of integrating nature and cities in a historical context through the lens of urban
environmental history, capturing how the most ordinary yet enduring natural forces have shaped the
form of cities and the thoughts of individuals. It provides a detailed examination of the development
trends, achievements, and existing issues in this field, and a profound understanding of the urgency
and necessity of nurturing new ideas to guide cities out of their ecological paradox. It also
summarizes the formation and development, challenges, and missions of American cities centered
around the core image of the City Without Walls.
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