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Awash in a Sea of Faith: Navigating Spiritual Depths in Modern Life

Awash in a sea of faith is a phrase that vividly captures the experience of being surrounded,
immersed, and sometimes overwhelmed by spirituality and belief systems. Whether one is a devout
follower, a seeker of meaning, or simply curious about different religions and spiritual practices, this
metaphor paints a picture of being enveloped by an ocean of conviction, hope, and divine presence.
In today’s fast-paced and often fragmented world, many find themselves awash in this sea, navigating
through waves of doubt, certainty, tradition, and personal revelation.

This article explores what it means to be immersed in faith, how individuals and communities engage
with spirituality, and the ways in which being awash in faith shapes lives, cultures, and personal
growth. Along the way, we’ll dive into the nuances of spiritual experience, touch on interfaith
understanding, and offer insights on maintaining a balanced and meaningful relationship with faith.

Understanding the Metaphor: What Does It Mean to Be
Awash in Faith?

The image of being awash in a sea of faith suggests both abundance and immersion. Unlike a dry,
isolated place, the sea symbolizes vastness, depth, and fluidity. Faith, in this context, is not just a
static belief but a dynamic force that surrounds and moves a person.

The Dual Nature of Being Awash

Being awash in something means you are both carried by it and vulnerable to its currents. For faith,
this dual nature can be comforting or challenging:

- **Comforting:** Faith provides a sense of belonging, purpose, and hope. It can feel like a protective
ocean that cradles the soul.
- **Challenging:** At the same time, faith can be overwhelming, especially when confronted with
doubts, spiritual crises, or conflicting beliefs.

This duality reflects the human spiritual journey — a continuous interplay between surrender and
search, certainty and questioning.

The Role of Faith in Contemporary Society

In a world marked by rapid change, globalization, and technological advancements, faith remains a
cornerstone for many. Yet, the landscape of belief has shifted, resulting in a complex sea where
traditional doctrines meet new spiritual expressions.



Faith as a Source of Community and Identity

Religious communities often serve as anchors in the sea of faith, offering rituals, shared values, and
collective support. These communities provide:

- A sense of identity and belonging
- Moral frameworks and guidance
- Opportunities for service and social engagement

In many cultures, faith is deeply woven into daily life, influencing everything from celebrations to
social norms.

Spirituality Beyond Organized Religion

Not everyone who is awash in faith identifies with a formal religion. Many are drawn to spirituality as a
personal, eclectic experience. This can include:

- Meditation and mindfulness practices
- Nature-based spirituality
- New Age philosophies
- Interfaith exploration

This broadening of spiritual expression reflects a desire to connect with something greater while
maintaining personal freedom and authenticity.

Challenges of Navigating a Sea of Faith

Being surrounded by faith, whether in a religious environment or a spiritually charged culture, is not
without its hurdles. Understanding these challenges can help individuals navigate their own journeys
more effectively.

Dealing with Doubt and Spiritual Crisis

Doubt is a natural part of faith. Feeling lost or questioning beliefs can feel like being caught in a storm
at sea. Here are some tips for managing spiritual uncertainty:

- **Embrace the questions:** Recognize that doubt can lead to deeper understanding.
- **Seek guidance:** Talking with trusted spiritual mentors or counselors can provide perspective.
- **Practice patience:** Spiritual growth often unfolds over time.

Balancing Faith with Modern Life



In an age of information overload and secularism, maintaining faith requires intentionality. Some ways
to stay grounded include:

- Setting aside regular time for prayer or reflection
- Engaging with a supportive community
- Integrating values into daily decisions and actions

This balance helps prevent faith from becoming either a rigid set of rules or a vague ideal
disconnected from reality.

How Being Awash in Faith Influences Personal Growth

Immersion in faith often acts as a catalyst for self-discovery and transformation. The sea of faith is not
just external but internal, shaping character and worldview.

Developing Resilience and Hope

Faith can provide strength during difficult times. Belief in a higher purpose or benevolent force helps
many persevere through adversity, fostering resilience and hope.

Encouraging Compassion and Service

Many faith traditions emphasize love, kindness, and service to others. Being awash in such teachings
often motivates individuals to contribute positively to their communities and beyond.

Fostering a Sense of Meaning and Purpose

At its core, faith answers fundamental questions about existence. Feeling part of something larger
than oneself can provide direction and fulfillment in life.

Cultivating a Healthy Relationship with Faith

To thrive while immersed in a sea of faith, it’s important to nurture a balanced and open approach.

Embrace Openness and Curiosity

Allow yourself to explore different perspectives without fear or judgment. This openness can enrich
your understanding and deepen your faith.



Practice Reflection and Mindfulness

Regular introspection helps distinguish personal beliefs from inherited ideas and encourages
authenticity.

Engage with Diverse Communities

Interacting with people of varied faiths or spiritual paths can broaden horizons and foster tolerance.

The Interconnectedness of Faith Across Cultures

Being awash in a sea of faith is not limited to any one religion or culture. Humanity’s spiritual heritage
is vast and interconnected.

Common Themes in World Religions

Despite differences, many faiths share core elements such as:

- The pursuit of compassion and justice
- Rituals marking life’s milestones
- Sacred stories that convey moral lessons
- A sense of the transcendent or divine

These commonalities create bridges of understanding among diverse traditions.

Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation

In today’s globalized world, interfaith initiatives aim to foster peace and collaboration. Being
immersed in such an environment encourages empathy and shared purpose, helping to calm
turbulent waters of conflict and misunderstanding.

---

Life’s journey often leaves us awash in a sea of faith, whether through inherited beliefs, personal
quests, or encounters with the divine. Navigating this vast ocean requires courage, openness, and a
willingness to embrace both calm waters and stormy tides. In doing so, faith becomes not just a
destination but a transformative voyage—one that shapes who we are and how we relate to the world
around us.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Awash in a Sea of Faith' about?
'Awash in a Sea of Faith' is a documentary and book by Bruce Stanley that explores the decline of
religious belief in Western societies and examines the cultural and social implications of this trend.

Who created 'Awash in a Sea of Faith'?
'Awash in a Sea of Faith' was created by Bruce Stanley, who directed the documentary and authored
the accompanying book.

What themes does 'Awash in a Sea of Faith' explore?
The work explores themes such as secularization, the decline of organized religion, cultural shifts in
belief systems, and the impact of faith on modern society.

When was 'Awash in a Sea of Faith' released?
'Awash in a Sea of Faith' was released in 1984 as a television documentary series and later published
as a book.

Why is 'Awash in a Sea of Faith' considered relevant today?
It remains relevant because it addresses ongoing discussions about secularization, religious pluralism,
and the evolving role of faith in contemporary culture.

How does 'Awash in a Sea of Faith' depict the decline of
religion?
The documentary uses historical analysis, interviews, and cultural commentary to show how
traditional religious beliefs have diminished in public and private life over time.

Where can I watch or read 'Awash in a Sea of Faith'?
The documentary may be available through certain educational or archival platforms, while the book
can be found in libraries or purchased through bookstores and online retailers.

Additional Resources
Awash in a Sea of Faith: Exploring the Depths of Spiritual Devotion and Its Societal Impact

awash in a sea of faith is an evocative phrase that captures the overwhelming presence and
influence of religious belief in individuals’ lives and communities around the world. This metaphorical
expression not only highlights the pervasive nature of faith but also invites a closer examination of
how spirituality shapes identities, behaviors, and social dynamics. In contemporary society, where



secularism and pluralism coexist alongside traditional religious practices, understanding the nuances
behind being awash in a sea of faith becomes essential for scholars, policymakers, and cultural
commentators alike.

This article delves into the multifaceted concept of faith immersion, analyzing its psychological,
cultural, and social dimensions. By investigating the implications of living deeply entrenched in
spiritual conviction, this review aims to provide an insightful perspective that balances respect for
personal belief with critical observation of its broader effects.

Understanding the Metaphor: Awash in a Sea of Faith

The phrase “awash in a sea of faith” metaphorically suggests being submerged or enveloped by
religious belief, much like a swimmer immersed in a vast ocean. This imagery conveys both the
magnitude and the sometimes overwhelming nature of faith within a person’s worldview. It implies
not just casual adherence but a profound, all-encompassing commitment that influences every aspect
of life.

From a linguistic standpoint, this expression functions as an LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keyword
cluster by naturally incorporating related search terms such as spirituality, religious devotion, faith
immersion, and spiritual awakening. Utilizing this phrase repeatedly but contextually throughout
discourse enables better SEO optimization, especially for content exploring religion, spirituality, or
cultural studies.

The Psychological Impact of Being Awash in Faith

Psychological research into faith and spirituality has shown that individuals deeply immersed in their
beliefs often experience heightened levels of emotional resilience, purpose, and community
belonging. The concept of being awash in a sea of faith aligns with the idea of spiritual saturation,
where faith becomes a lens through which life’s challenges and triumphs are interpreted.

Studies by the Pew Research Center indicate that people who identify as deeply religious report
higher life satisfaction and lower levels of anxiety, partly due to the support systems and coping
mechanisms provided by their faith communities. However, there can also be psychological
drawbacks when faith immersion leads to rigid thinking or exclusionary attitudes towards differing
viewpoints.

Cultural Dimensions: Faith as a Social Fabric

Faith is not merely a private matter; it often acts as a cultural glue binding communities together.
When societies are awash in a sea of faith, religious traditions, rituals, and moral codes influence art,
politics, education, and daily interactions. Examples abound—from the pervasive role of Catholicism
in Latin American cultures to the impact of Islam in shaping laws and customs in Middle Eastern
countries.

Yet, the cultural immersion in faith can also generate tensions, especially in multicultural and multi-



faith societies. The challenge lies in balancing respect for deeply held beliefs with the need for
inclusiveness and dialogue between diverse religious expressions.

Comparative Perspectives: Faith Immersion Across
Religions

The experience of being awash in a sea of faith varies widely depending on religious tradition and
individual interpretation. For instance, in Christianity, immersing oneself in faith might involve regular
church attendance, prayer, and adherence to biblical teachings. In Hinduism, it might mean
participation in daily puja rituals, meditation, and devotion to multiple deities. Buddhism, on the other
hand, emphasizes mindfulness and detachment, which presents a different kind of spiritual
immersion.

Understanding these differences is crucial for appreciating how faith functions in various contexts and
how it shapes the way people live and interact.

Pros and Cons of Deep Faith Immersion

Pros:

Provides emotional support and a sense of purpose.

Fosters community and social cohesion.

Can promote ethical behavior and altruism.

Offers coping mechanisms during adversity.

Cons:

May encourage exclusivism or intolerance toward other beliefs.

Can lead to psychological rigidity or dogmatism.

Sometimes hinders critical thinking or acceptance of scientific viewpoints.

Potentially perpetuates social divisions if faith becomes politically charged.



Faith in the Digital Age: New Waves in a Sea of Belief

The digital revolution has transformed how faith communities interact and how individuals experience
spirituality. Being awash in a sea of faith today often includes virtual participation in religious
services, online prayer groups, and access to vast repositories of spiritual knowledge. This new
dimension challenges traditional notions of faith immersion, making it more accessible but also more
diffuse.

Social media platforms enable believers to share testimonies, engage in theological debates, and
organize collective actions on issues of morality and social justice. While this democratization of faith
expression fosters inclusivity, it also raises questions about the authenticity, depth, and
commercialization of spirituality.

Interfaith Dialogue and the Sea of Faith

In increasingly interconnected societies, being awash in a sea of faith takes on an interfaith
dimension. Dialogue between different religious traditions promotes mutual understanding and
peaceful coexistence. Initiatives such as interfaith councils and community service projects illustrate
how faith immersion can transcend sectarian boundaries.

Nevertheless, the complexity of religious identities and the persistence of historical conflicts mean
that navigating this sea requires sensitivity and openness.

Awash in a Sea of Faith: Navigating Complexity

Ultimately, the metaphor of being awash in a sea of faith encapsulates both the profound benefits and
intricate challenges of living deeply rooted in spirituality. Whether it manifests as personal solace,
communal identity, or cultural force, faith continues to shape human experience in powerful ways. As
societies evolve and diversify, the task lies in harnessing the positive aspects of faith immersion while
mitigating its potential pitfalls.

Through ongoing research and dialogue, there is an opportunity to better understand how individuals
and communities negotiate their place in this vast sea, balancing belief with reason, tradition with
modernity, and unity with diversity.

Awash In A Sea Of Faith

  awash in a sea of faith: Awash in a Sea of Faith Jon Butler, 1990 Challenging the formidable
tradition that places early New England Puritanism at the center of the American religious
experience, Yale historian Jon Butler offers a new interpretation of three hundred years of religious
and cultural development. Butler stresses the instability of religion in Europe where state churches
battled dissenters, magic, and astonishingly low church participation. He charts the transfer of these
difficulties to America, including the failure of Puritan religious models, and describes the surprising

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/awash-in-a-sea-of-faith.pdf


advance of religious commitment there between 1700 and 1865. Through the assertion of authority
and coercion, a remarkable sacralization of the prerevolutionary countryside, advancing religious
pluralism, the folklorization of magic, and an eclectic, syncretistic emphasis on supernatural
interventionism, including miracles, America emerged after 1800 as an extraordinary spiritual
hothouse that far eclipsed the Puritan achievement--even as secularism triumphed in Europe. Awash
in a Sea of Faith ranges from popular piety to magic, from anxious revolutionary war chaplains to
the cool rationalism of James Madison, from divining rods and seer stones to Anglican and Unitarian
elites, and from Virginia Anglican occultists and Presbyterians raised from the dead to Jonathan
Edwards, Joseph Smith, and Abraham Lincoln. Butler deftly comes to terms with conventional
themes such as Puritanism, witchcraft, religion and revolution, revivalism, millenarianism, and
Mormonism. His elucidation of Christianity's powerful role in shaping slavery and of a subsequent
African spiritual holocaust, with its ironic result in African Christianization, is an especially fresh and
incisive account. Awash in a Sea of Faith reveals the proliferation of American religious
expression--not its decline--and stresses the creative tensions between pulpit and pew across three
hundred years of social maturation. Striking in its breadth and deeply rooted in primary sources, this
seminal book recasts the landscape of American religious and cultural history.
  awash in a sea of faith: The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800 Dee E.
Andrews, 2010-07-01 The Methodists and Revolutionary America is the first in-depth narrative of the
origins of American Methodism, one of the most significant popular movements in American history.
Placing Methodism's rise in the ideological context of the American Revolution and the complex
social setting of the greater Middle Atlantic where it was first introduced, Dee Andrews argues that
this new religion provided an alternative to the exclusionary politics of Revolutionary America. With
its call to missionary preaching, its enthusiastic revivals, and its prolific religious societies,
Methodism competed with republicanism for a place at the center of American culture. Based on
rare archival sources and a wealth of Wesleyan literature, this book examines all aspects of the early
movement. From Methodism's Wesleyan beginnings to the prominence of women in local societies,
the construction of African Methodism, the diverse social profile of Methodist men, and contests
over the movement's future, Andrews charts Methodism's metamorphosis from a British missionary
organization to a fully Americanized church. Weaving together narrative and analysis, Andrews
explains Methodism's extraordinary popular appeal in rich and compelling new detail.
  awash in a sea of faith: A Sea of Misadventures Amy Mitchell-Cook, 2013-11-30 A Sea of
Misadventures examines more than one hundred documented shipwreck narratives from the
seventeenth to the nineteenth century as a means to understanding gender, status, and religion in
the history of early America. Though it includes all the drama and intrigue afforded by maritime
disasters, the book's significance lies in its investigation of how the trauma of shipwreck affected
American values and behavior. Through stories of death and devastation, Amy Mitchell-Cook
examines issues of hierarchy, race, and gender when the sphere of social action is shrunken to the
dimensions of a lifeboat or deserted shore. Rather than debate the veracity of shipwreck tales,
Mitchell-Cook provides a cultural and social analysis that places maritime disasters within the
broader context of North American society. She answers questions that include who survived and
why, how did gender or status affect survival rates, and how did survivors relate their stories to
interested but unaffected audiences? Mitchell-Cook observes that, in creating a sense of order out of
chaotic events, the narratives reassured audiences that anarchy did not rule the waves, even when
desperate survivors resorted to cannibalism. Some of the accounts she studies are legal documents
required by insurance companies, while others have been a form of prescriptive literature—guides
that taught survivors how to act and be remembered with honor. In essence, shipwreck revealed
some of the traits that defined what it meant to be Anglo-American. In an elaboration of some of the
themes, Mitchell-Cook compares American narratives with Portuguese narratives to reveal the
power of divergent cultural norms to shape so basic an event as a shipwreck.
  awash in a sea of faith: Mainline Christianity Jason S Lantzer, 2023-11-21 Since the
Revolutionary War, Mainline Christianity has been comprised of the Seven Sisters of American



Protestantism—the Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
the Presbyterian Church, the United Methodist Church, the American Baptist Convention, and the
Disciples of Christ. These denominations have been the dominant cultural representatives since the
nineteenth century of how and where the majority of American Christians worship. Today, however,
the Seven Sisters no longer represent most American Christians. The Mainline has been shrinking
while evangelical and fundamentalist churches, as well as non denominational congregations and
mega churches, have been attracting more and more members. In this comprehensive and
accessible book, Jason S. Lantzer chronicles the rise and fall of the Seven Sisters, documenting the
ways in which they stopped shaping American culture and began to be shaped by it. After reviewing
and critiquing the standard decline narrative of the Mainline he argues for a reconceptualization of
the Mainline for the twenty-first century, a new grouping of Seven Sisters that seeks to recognize
the vibrancy of American Christianity.
  awash in a sea of faith: Spreading the Gospel in Colonial Virginia Edward L. Bond,
2004-01-01 Due to a perceived lack of resources, historians of colonial-era Virginia have generally
heaped their attention on regional politics and virtually ignored the area's rich religious history.
Even at a time of revived interest in Virginia's religious atmosphere, few scholars have opted to
examine what is perhaps one of the region's most valuable primary resources: sermon literature.
With an extensive introduction that fully chronicles as well as contextualizes the practice of religion
and church activities in early America, Edward L. Bond offers a reappraisal of religion's place in the
colonies. Through his compilation of previously unpublished and largely unexamined sermons, he is
able to shape a picture of colonial Virginia's religious environment that is unparalleled in both its
depth and scope. The sermons appear as they do in the original, with all notes and marginalia intact.
Bond's own notes provide definitions of obscure words and terms, explanations of arcane allusions,
and references for unattributed citations. His commentary vastly enriches our appreciation not only
of the texts, but also of their writers and the important role these clergymen played in shaping the
young nation. By bringing together this variety of important sources, some of which are new to even
the most established scholars of colonial Virginia, this collection fills a true void in both religious and
historical scholarship.
  awash in a sea of faith: “And O’er Earth’s Troubled, Angry Sea”: The History of
Christian Science in the United States Rolf Swensen, 2025-05-21 Christian Science is one of the
most unique and controversial of American religions, but there has never been a history of this
influential metaphysical group, best known for its healing through prayer. Most attention has
previously focused on the church’s founder, Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910). This compilation of nine
previously published scholarly articles, buttressed by additional insight presented in the preface,
introduction, and conclusion, should lead to further investigation of this compelling topic. This
volume investigates the origins of the Christian Science movement, illustrates how Eddy’s students --
mainly women -- helped its rapid spread through healings, how Eddy guided and restrained her
students, examines some denominational growing pains, underscores how The Mother Church in
Boston and Eddy’s Church Manual evolved, recounts dozens of testimonies of healing, and shows
how local, or branch, churches operated before and after Eddy’s passing. Contrary to previous
assumptions, the new Christian religion was surprisingly diverse, with almost one half of the
membership coming from the lower middle and working classes. This vibrant church ultimately
declined, due to excessive centralization and insufficient utilization of the membership, plus lack of
social activities and the rise of medical science. Recent efforts to revitalize the movement through
embracing communities are continuing. “And O’er Earth’s Troubled, Angry Sea”: The History of
Christian Science in the United States will appeal to Christian Scientists, kindred spirits in the
metaphysical world, anyone interested in religion, and those who read social history. Each chapter is
suitable for group discussions and for undergraduate or graduate classes.
  awash in a sea of faith: In Search of Peace and Prosperity Hartmut Lehmann, Hermann
Wellenreuther, 2010-11-01 This volume brings together essays by leading German and American
historians on the subject of German emigration in the eighteenth century when Germans were



moving to a variety of destinations: Russia, Prussian Lithuania, and various other German territories
as well as North America.What drove men and women from different regional and social
backgrounds to leave their homes during this time? Some migrations were forced, as for the
Mennonites, the Salzburger emigrants, and the French Huguenots; some were voluntary and
determined by the wish for one's own land and greater social and economic opportunity. In all
groups, religion was a prominent motivator and primary element of social identification and
cohesion. Inevitably, migrants carried with them traditional skills and other indispensable cultural
baggage. A key strength of this book is that contributors emphasize the mutual exchanges that
occurred among cultures.
  awash in a sea of faith: Protestants C. Scott Dixon, 2010-10-11 Protestants: A History from
Wittenberg to Pennsylvania, 1517-1740 presents a comprehensive thematic history of the rise and
influence of the branches of Christianity that emerged out of the Protestant Reformation. Represents
the only English language single-volume survey of the rise of early modern Protestantism from its
Lutheran beginnings in Germany to its spread to America Offers a thematic approach to
Protestantism by tracing its development within the social, political, and cultural context of early
modern Europe Introduces innovative argument that the central dynamic of Protestantism was not
its struggle with Catholicism but its own inner dynamic Breaks from traditional scholarship by
arguing that the rise of Reformation Protestantism lasted at least two centuries Unites Old World
and New World Protestant histories
  awash in a sea of faith: Christian America? Daryl C. Cornett, 2011 A point-counterpoint
discussion about Christianity's proper social and political relation to the United States-whether the
nation is distinctly Christian, distinctly secular, essentially Christian, or partly Christian.
  awash in a sea of faith: The Episcopalians David Hein, Gardiner H. Shattuck, 2005-08-01 The
story of Episcopalians in America is the story of an influential denomination that has furnished a
large share of the American political and cultural leadership. Beginning with the Episcopal Church's
roots in sixteenth-century England, The Episcopalians offers a fresh account of its rise to
prominence. Chronologically arranged, it traces the establishment of colonial Anglicanism in the
New World through the birth of the Episcopal Church after the Revolution and its rise throughout
the nineteenth century, ending with the complex array of forces that helped shape it in the 20th
century and the consecration of Gene Robinson in 2003. The authors focus not only on the
established leadership of the church but also to the experience of lay people, the form and function
of sacred space, the evolution of church parties and theology, relations with other Christian
communities, and the evolving ministries of women and minorities.
  awash in a sea of faith: Becoming America Jon Butler, 2001-12-28 Butler's panoramic view
of the American colonies after 1680 transforms the customary picture of pre-revolutionary America,
revealing a strikingly modern character that belies the 18th century quaintness fixed in history. 21
halftones.
  awash in a sea of faith: Faith in Reading David Paul Nord, 2004-08-19 In the twenty-first
century, mass media corporations are often seen as profit-hungry money machines. It was a different
world in the early days of mass communication in America. Faith in Reading tells the remarkable
story of the noncommercial religious origins of our modern media culture. In the early nineteenth
century, a few visionary entrepreneurs decided the time was right to reach everyone in America
through the medium of print. Though they were modern businessmen, their publishing enterprises
were not commercial businesses but nonprofit societies committed to the publication of traditional
religious texts. Drawing on organizational reports and archival sources, David Paul Nord shows how
the managers of Bible and religious tract societies made themselves into large-scale manufacturers
and distributors of print. These organizations believed it was possible to place the same printed
message into the hands of every man, woman, and child in America. Employing modern printing
technologies and business methods, they were remarkably successful, churning out millions of
Bibles, tracts, religious books, and periodicals. They mounted massive campaigns to make books
cheap and plentiful by turning them into modern, mass-produced consumer goods. Nord



demonstrates how religious publishers learned to work against the flow of ordinary commerce. They
believed that reading was too important to be left to the market revolution, so they turned the
market on its head, seeking to deliver their product to everyone, regardless of ability or even desire
to buy. Wedding modern technology and national organization to a traditional faith in reading, these
publishing societies imagined and then invented mass media in America.
  awash in a sea of faith: Native American Freemasonry Joy Porter, 2019-11-01 Freemasonry
has played a significant role in the history of Native Americans since the colonial era--a role whose
extent and meaning are fully explored for the first time in this book. The overarching concern of
Native American Freemasonry is with how Masonry met specific social and personal needs of Native
Americans, a theme developed across three periods: the revolutionary era, the last third of the
nineteenth century, and the years following the First World War. Joy Porter positions Freemasonry
within its historical context, examining its social and political impact as a transatlantic phenomenon
at the heart of the colonizing process. She then explores its meaning for many key Native leaders,
for ethnic groups that sought to make connections through it, and for the bulk of its American
membership--the white Anglo-Saxon Protestant middle class. Through research gleaned from
archives in New York, Philadelphia, Oklahoma, California, and London, Porter shows how
Freemasonry's performance of ritual provided an accessible point of entry to Native Americans and
how over time, Freemasonry became a significant avenue for the exchange and co-creation of
cultural forms by Indians and non-Indians.
  awash in a sea of faith: Religion and the New Republic James H. Hutson, 1999-12-15 A
collection of the country's most respected historians, philosophers, and theologians examines the
role of religion in the founding of the United States. This collection of never before published essays,
originally delivered at the Library of Congress, presents the most original and recent scholarship on
a topic that still generates considerable controversy. Anyone interested in colonial history, religion
and politics, and the relationship between church and state will benefit by reading this important
new book.
  awash in a sea of faith: The Battle for the American Mind Carl J. Richard, 2006-08 The Battle
for the American Mind brings together religion, politics, economics, science, and literature to
present a compelling history of the American people. In this brief and entertaining book, noted
historian Carl J. Richard argues that there have been three worldviews that have dominated
American thought--theism, humanism, and skepticism. Theists put their faith in God, humanists in
man, and skeptics have faith in neither god nor man. Each worldview has had an epoch of
domination, leading to the present Age of Confusion where theists, humanists, and skeptics battle
one another for control of American hearts and minds. By clearly explaining what Americans
believed, exploring why they did so, and showing how that impacted the nation's development, Carl
J. Richard presents a unique portrait of the United States--past and present.
  awash in a sea of faith: What Is a Person? Christian Smith, 2010 The task of understanding
human beings, what we ourselves are, our constitution and condition, is a perennial problem in
philosophy and related disciplines. Smith argues here that our understanding of human persons is
threatened by technological development and capricious academic theories alike, seeking to deny or
relativize the personhood of humanity. Smith's book puts a stake in the ground, in defense of a view
of the human that is genuinely humanistic in the traditional sense and capable of sustaining with
intellectual coherence things like modern human rights and universal benevolence.
  awash in a sea of faith: Christocentric Reformed Theology in Nineteenth-Century
America Emanuel V. Gerhart, 2021-07-30 Knowledge of the ideas of the theologian Emanuel V.
Gerhart is essential for understanding nineteenth-century American theology. Gerhart was one of
the first to introduce a complete systematic Christocentric theological system to Americans. His
Institutes of the Christian Religion developed the ideas of European theologians and promoted the
effort to systematize Mercersburg theology. Gerhart embraced German idealism rather than Scottish
philosophy in his scholarship. As a mediating theologian, he attempted to reconcile historical
Christianity with modern culture. His lectures, essays, and texts addressed the religious challenges



and intellectual issues of his day from a Christocentric perspective. Together they were a major
contribution to the Mercersburg Movement in particular and American theology in general from the
antebellum period to the progressive era. His publications were devoted to a range of disciplines
that included education, philosophy, and theology. This volume portrays Gerhart’s core theological
ideas as found in his main texts and offers introductory commentaries and gives the historical
background for his intellectual contributions.
  awash in a sea of faith: Knowledge and Belief in America William M. Shea, Peter A. Huff,
2003-02-13 The Enlightenment values of individual autonomy, democracy, and secularizing reason
conflict with the religious traditions of community, authority, and traditional learning. Yet in
American history the two heritages have been intertwined since the colonial era: the development of
the Enlightenment has been influenced by community-based thinking and religious institutions have
adopted to an extent critical methods and a democratic ethos even within their own walls. This
volume unites the work of a distinguished group of theologians, historians, literary critics, and
philosophers to explore the interaction between Enlightenment ideals and American religion. The
Enlightenment's effect on the major religious traditions, including the Catholic Church, Evangelical
Protestantism, and Judaism, is examined. Also highlighted is religion in the thinking of such
representative figures as Edwards, Franklin, Emerson, Lincoln, Santayana, and the Pragmatists,
Stevens and Eliot.
  awash in a sea of faith: Rituals of Conflict Ira Sharkansky, 1996 Kosher food, secular
marriage, divorce, burial, abortion and other medical procedures,
  awash in a sea of faith: Separating Church and State Steven K. Green, 2022-03-15 Steven K.
Green, renowned for his scholarship on the separation of church and state, charts the career of the
concept and helps us understand how it has fallen into disfavor with many Americans. In 1802,
President Thomas Jefferson distilled a leading idea in the early American republic and wrote of a
wall of separation between church and state. That metaphor has come down from Jefferson to
twenty-first-century Americans through a long history of jurisprudence, political contestation, and
cultural influence. This book traces the development of the concept of separation of church and state
and the Supreme Court's application of it in the law. Green finds that conservative criticisms of a
separation of church and state overlook the strong historical and jurisprudential pedigree of the
idea. Yet, arguing with liberal advocates of the doctrine, he notes that the idea remains
fundamentally vague and thus open to loose interpretation in the courts. As such, the history of a
wall of separation is more a variable index of American attitudes toward the forces of religion and
state. Indeed, Green argues that the Supreme Court's use of the wall metaphor has never been
essential to its rulings. The contemporary battle over the idea of a wall of separation has thus been a
distraction from the real jurisprudential issues animating the contemporary courts.
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