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the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith is a profound theme that invites us
to revisit one of the most familiar stories in the Bible—the parable of the prodigal son—but with
fresh eyes and a renewed understanding. This narrative, as retold and explored in Timothy Keller’s
influential book *The Prodigal God*, challenges traditional interpretations and beckons believers to
rediscover the radical grace and unconditional love at the center of Christianity. In a world often
marked by legalism, judgment, and self-righteousness, the message of the prodigal god recovering
the heart of the Christian faith resonates powerfully, calling Christians back to the core of their
spiritual identity.

The Parable Re-examined: A Deeper Look

Most of us know the parable of the prodigal son as a story about repentance and forgiveness. The
younger son squanders his inheritance in reckless living, only to return home repentant and
welcomed with open arms by his father. But what if there’s more beneath the surface? The prodigal
god recovering the heart of the Christian faith invites us to consider the father’s role not just as a
passive figure waiting for repentance, but as an active embodiment of God’s relentless love pursuing
both sons.

Beyond the Younger Son: The Elder Son’s Story

It’s easy to sympathize with the younger son—his journey feels relatable and redemptive. However,
Keller and other theologians urge us to also focus on the elder son, who represents religious self-
righteousness and moral superiority. The elder son’s resentment toward the welcoming father
exposes a critical tension in faith communities: the danger of missing God’s heart through judgment
and entitlement. This dual perspective broadens the parable’s meaning and emphasizes that the
prodigal god recovering the heart of the Christian faith is about restoring all people, including those
who think they’ve “earned” their standing with God.

Rediscovering Grace: The Core of Christian Belief

At its essence, the prodigal god recovering the heart of the Christian faith is a call back to
grace—grace that is unearned, radical, and transformative. This grace is not just for the obviously
lost but also for those who consider themselves “good” or “faithful.” It shatters the illusion that
human effort can secure favor with God and instead focuses on God’s initiative in loving us first.



Grace for the Wayward and the Complacent

The younger son represents all who stray, make mistakes, or feel unworthy of God’s love. His story
offers hope that no matter how far one has wandered, God’s grace is sufficient to bring restoration.
Meanwhile, the elder son’s attitude challenges those who might be complacent in their faith,
reminding them that grace isn’t a reward for good behavior but a gift to be received with humility.

How the Prodigal God Message Transforms Modern
Christianity

In contemporary Christian circles, there can be a tendency toward legalism, where rules and moral
performance overshadow the gospel’s heart. The prodigal god recovering the heart of the Christian
faith serves as a corrective, encouraging believers to embrace a gospel that is deeply relational and
centered on God’s love.

Moving Beyond Legalism and Judgment

When Christians focus too much on external behaviors, the faith can feel burdensome or exclusive.
The prodigal god’s message reminds us that God’s kingdom operates on grace and mercy, not on
earning status. This shift can bring healing to many who feel alienated or condemned by religious
expectations.

Encouraging Authentic Community and Compassion

Understanding the parable in this fuller light inspires communities that welcome both the prodigals
and the elder sons alike. It fosters compassion, patience, and a readiness to celebrate restoration
rather than policing perfection. Churches and believers who embody this spirit often experience
deeper fellowship and stronger witness in their communities.

Practical Ways to Embrace the Prodigal God in Daily
Life

Recovering the heart of the Christian faith through the lens of the prodigal god isn’t just
theoretical—it has tangible implications for how we live, love, and relate to others.

Practice Radical Forgiveness: Like the father in the parable, extend forgiveness generously,
even when it’s difficult.

Examine Your Heart: Be honest about any elder son attitudes—resentment, judgment, or
pride—that might hinder your relationship with God and others.



Welcome the Outcast: Make space in your community for those who feel marginalized or
distant from faith.

Celebrate Restoration: Rejoice when someone experiences renewal or reconciliation,
reflecting the father’s joy in the story.

Focus on Relationship Over Rules: Prioritize loving God and neighbor above legalistic
adherence to regulations.

The Prodigal God as a Mirror for Personal Reflection

One of the most profound aspects of the prodigal god recovering the heart of the Christian faith is
how it invites personal introspection. Are we more like the younger son, in need of grace and
forgiveness? Or do we sometimes embody the elder son’s bitterness and self-righteousness?
Recognizing these dynamics in ourselves can open the way for genuine transformation.

Embracing Our Need for Grace

Acknowledging our flaws and limitations is often uncomfortable, but it is the gateway to
experiencing God’s unconditional love. The prodigal god recovering the heart of the Christian faith
encourages believers to lean into vulnerability and trust that God’s love does not depend on
perfection.

Letting Go of Comparison and Judgment

By confronting the elder son’s attitude in ourselves, we can release the harmful habit of comparing
our spiritual lives to others. This liberation allows us to focus on our own journey with God and to
extend grace to those around us.

Why the Prodigal God Matters Today

In an age where many feel disillusioned with religion or burdened by expectations, the prodigal god
recovering the heart of the Christian faith offers a refreshing and hopeful message. It reminds us
that Christianity is not about rigid rules or earning God’s love but about encountering a God who
relentlessly pursues us, no matter where we’ve been or who we are.

This message has the power to heal fractured communities, restore broken relationships, and renew
individual faith journeys. By embracing the prodigal god, Christians can rediscover the heart of their
faith—a heart marked by grace, love, and radical acceptance that transforms lives from the inside
out.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Prodigal God' in recovering
the heart of the Christian faith?
The central theme of 'The Prodigal God' is the radical grace and love of God, which challenges
traditional views of sin and repentance by emphasizing that both the rebellious and the self-
righteous are in need of God's mercy.

How does 'The Prodigal God' redefine the story of the prodigal
son?
In 'The Prodigal God,' the story of the prodigal son is reinterpreted to show that both sons—the one
who wastes his inheritance and the one who stays and obeys—are lost and in need of God's grace,
highlighting the universal need for repentance and forgiveness.

Why is recovering the heart of the Christian faith important
according to 'The Prodigal God'?
Recovering the heart of the Christian faith is important because it shifts the focus from legalism and
self-righteousness to a relationship rooted in grace, love, and humility, allowing believers to
experience God's transformative mercy more deeply.

How does 'The Prodigal God' address legalism within
Christianity?
The book critiques legalism by illustrating how the elder son represents self-righteousness and
entitlement, showing that legalism can be as spiritually damaging as outright rebellion, and that
both attitudes require God's grace.

What role does grace play in 'The Prodigal God' in relation to
Christian faith?
Grace is portrayed as the foundation of Christian faith in 'The Prodigal God,' revealing that salvation
and belonging to God are gifts freely given, not earned by works or moral superiority.

How can 'The Prodigal God' help Christians deepen their
spiritual life?
By encouraging believers to embrace humility, recognize their need for grace, and move beyond
judgment and self-righteousness, 'The Prodigal God' helps Christians cultivate a more authentic and
compassionate faith.



What lessons does 'The Prodigal God' offer about forgiveness?
The book teaches that forgiveness is available to all, regardless of the nature of their sins or
attitudes, and that God’s love is unconditional, calling Christians to extend the same forgiveness to
others.

How does 'The Prodigal God' challenge common perceptions of
sin and repentance?
It challenges the perception that sin is only about disobedience by showing that pride, self-
righteousness, and entitlement are equally damaging, and true repentance involves recognizing
one’s complete dependence on God's grace.

Additional Resources
The Prodigal God Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith

the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith is a phrase that captures a pivotal
theological and cultural conversation within contemporary Christianity. This concept, rooted in
Timothy Keller's influential book "The Prodigal God," has sparked renewed interest in the
foundational narratives of Christian doctrine, especially in how grace, redemption, and the nature of
God are understood by believers and skeptics alike. Through an in-depth exploration of this theme,
we can uncover how the prodigal god narrative challenges traditional interpretations and invites
Christians to rediscover the radical heart of their faith.

The Core Message of The Prodigal God

At its essence, "The Prodigal God" is a reinterpretation of the Parable of the Prodigal Son found in
Luke 15:11-32. Keller’s analysis reframes the story, not as merely about a wayward son who returns
home, but about the extravagant grace of God himself—the Father who waits with open arms. This
subtle yet profound shift recovers a theological emphasis often lost in modern Christian practice:
that God's love is not contingent on human merit or repentance but is a free and transformative gift.

This angle on the parable challenges both the "younger son" type of sinner and the "older son" who
represents the religiously self-righteous. By doing so, Keller recovers the heart of the Christian faith,
which is centered on grace rather than works, compassion over judgment, and restoration over
condemnation.

Recovering Grace: A Theological Reorientation

One of the most compelling aspects of the prodigal god narrative is its call to reorient the Christian
understanding of grace. Traditional views often emphasize repentance as a prerequisite for
receiving God's forgiveness. However, "The Prodigal God" suggests that grace precedes repentance;
God's love is proactive and unconditional, reaching out even before sinners recognize their need for
it.



This theological shift has significant implications for pastoral care, evangelism, and personal
spirituality. It encourages believers to embrace a more inclusive and compassionate faith that
prioritizes relationship over rule-keeping. The message resonates strongly in a culture increasingly
skeptical of institutionalized religion yet open to authentic expressions of love and acceptance.

Impact on Contemporary Christian Faith and Practice

The prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith is not merely an academic exercise but
has tangible effects on how Christianity is lived and expressed today. Keller’s work has influenced
pastors, theologians, and laypeople, prompting a re-examination of sermons, teaching materials, and
outreach programs.

Shifts in Evangelistic Approaches

Traditional evangelism often hinges on the concept of sin and repentance, which can alienate many
who view these as harsh or exclusionary. The prodigal god framework offers an alternative approach
that emphasizes God's relentless pursuit of humanity. It frames evangelism as an invitation to
experience the Father's love rather than a demand for moral correction.

This approach has been embraced by many churches seeking to connect with postmodern audiences
who value authenticity and relational engagement over doctrinal rigidity. By focusing on grace as
the starting point, evangelists can foster environments where questions and doubts are welcomed
rather than suppressed.

Renewed Emphasis on Community and Forgiveness

Within Christian communities, the prodigal god narrative revitalizes the emphasis on forgiveness,
reconciliation, and restoration. It challenges believers to embody the Father's posture toward both
the prodigal and the elder sons—welcoming the marginalized and confronting self-righteousness
alike.

This dual challenge encourages churches to develop ministries that reach out to those estranged
from faith while also addressing attitudes of judgment within their congregations. Such balance is
crucial in maintaining a healthy, vibrant community that reflects the heart of the Christian gospel.

Comparative Perspectives: The Prodigal God and
Traditional Interpretations

Comparing the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith with more conventional
theological views reveals both continuities and departures. Traditional interpretations often focus on
personal repentance and human responsibility as central to salvation. Keller’s reading, however,
underscores divine initiative and grace as primary.



Traditional View: Emphasizes the sinner’s journey back to God through repentance and
moral reform.

Keller’s Prodigal God: Highlights God’s proactive love that seeks out the sinner even before
repentance.

Implications: This shifts the focus from human effort to divine grace, affecting how faith
communities understand salvation and discipleship.

While some critics argue that this perspective could minimize the importance of personal
transformation, proponents assert that it actually deepens the understanding of grace as a catalyst
for genuine change rather than a reward for it.

Pros and Cons of the Prodigal God Approach

To appreciate the nuances of the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith, it is helpful
to consider its advantages and potential limitations.

Pros:1.

Reinforces the unconditional nature of God’s love, making Christianity more accessible.

Encourages humility among believers by addressing self-righteous attitudes.

Promotes a more relational and less legalistic spirituality.

Enhances evangelistic strategies by focusing on grace rather than guilt.

Cons:2.

May be perceived as downplaying the role of repentance and personal responsibility.

Could be misunderstood as encouraging complacency in moral or spiritual growth.

Some traditionalists might resist the reframing of a well-known biblical parable.

Despite these concerns, the prodigal god narrative remains a powerful tool for re-engaging believers
with the core message of Christianity.



The Cultural Relevance of The Prodigal God

In an era marked by cultural fragmentation, moral relativism, and widespread disenchantment with
organized religion, the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith speaks directly to
contemporary challenges. It offers a vision of faith that transcends judgment and exclusion,
resonating with those disillusioned by the failures of religious institutions.

Moreover, its emphasis on grace aligns with broader societal movements toward empathy, inclusion,
and restorative justice. By presenting God as the ultimate prodigal—willing to give everything for
the lost—this narrative invites a reevaluation of how communities of faith engage with the world
around them.

Influence on Literature and Media

The impact of "The Prodigal God" extends beyond theology into popular culture and media.
Numerous churches have incorporated Keller’s teachings into sermon series, study groups, and
multimedia presentations. Documentaries, podcasts, and online forums frequently discuss the
themes of radical grace and divine pursuit, reflecting a growing interest in these ideas.

Such cultural penetration suggests that the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith is
not only a theological concept but also a movement that shapes how faith is expressed publicly.

Final Reflections on The Prodigal God Recovering the
Heart of the Christian Faith

Exploring the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith reveals a multifaceted dialogue
within Christianity that challenges believers to reconsider foundational assumptions. It reaffirms the
centrality of grace as the defining attribute of God’s interaction with humanity and invites a more
compassionate, inclusive expression of faith.

As churches and individuals grapple with questions of identity, mission, and spirituality in a complex
world, the prodigal god narrative provides a compelling framework for renewal. It emphasizes that
at the heart of the Christian faith lies not judgment or exclusion, but an open embrace waiting to
transform lives.

The Prodigal God Recovering The Heart Of The Christian Faith

  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Prodigal God Timothy
Keller, 2008-10-30 The New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet uncovers the
essential message of Jesus, locked inside his most familiar parable. Newsweek called renowned
minister Timothy Keller a C.S. Lewis for the twenty-first century in a feature on his first book, The
Reason for God. In that book, he offered a rational explanation of why we should believe in God.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/the-prodigal-god-recovering-the-heart-of-the-christian-faith.pdf


Now, in The Prodigal God, Keller takes his trademark intellectual approach to understanding
Christianity and uses the parable of the prodigal son to reveal an unexpected message of hope and
salvation. Within that parable Jesus reveals God's prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the
moralistic. This book will challenge both the devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new
way.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Prodigal God Timothy
Keller, 2008 Uses the biblical tale of the prodigal son to provide both an introduction to Christianity
and a clarifying primer on the nature of the gospel for believers, in a resource that reveals how
Jesus's essential message is revealed by the story in ways that can enable greater understandings of
the Christian faith.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Prodigal God Timothy
Keller, 2009-07 In this six-session small group Bible study, pastor and bestselling author Timothy
Keller uses one of Jesus' best-loved parables - the Prodigal Son - to illustrate the depth of God's love
and how his grace extends into some very unexpected places. Taking you beyond the traditional
focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each of the characters in
Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the Father who lavishes his
love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion and personal reflection,
and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel
is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a
skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal
God Discussion Guide will help you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The
Prodigal God DVD and book. In six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling
author Timothy Keller opens your eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least
understood--parable. The Prodigal God is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical
love for sinners of every kind. This Discussion Guide is designed for use together with The Prodigal
God DVD and book (both sold separately). Includes discussion questions for groups and individuals,
suggested resources for further reading, Scripture references, helpful notes for leaders, and much
more. When used together with the DVD this study provides users with practical tools that transform
their faith. Session include: 1. The Parable The People Around Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The
Elder Brother 4. The True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the Father
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Prodigal God
Discussion Guide Timothy Keller, 2009-09-13 Two sons, one who kept the rules religiously and one
who broke them all. One Father who loved both lost sons beyond anything they could imagine.
Discover how deep and far God's grace goes in The Prodigal God The Prodigal God discussion guide
will help you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and
book. In six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller
opens your eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known—and least understood—parable. The
Prodigal God is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every
kind. Taking you beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean
insights from each of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic
elder son, and the Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions
for group discussion and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths
of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else
entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see
Christianity in a whole new way. Session titles include the following: The Parable The People Around
Jesus The Two Lost Sons The Elder Brother The True Elder Brother The Feast of the Father
Designed for use with The Prodigal God DVD and book.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Summary of The Prodigal
God – [Review Keypoints and Take-aways] PenZen Summaries, 2022-11-27 The summary of The
Prodigal God – Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith presented here include a short review of
the book at the start followed by quick overview of main points and a list of important take-aways at



the end of the summary. The Summary of The parable of the prodigal son is retold in The Prodigal
God , which offers a fresh perspective on the age-old story. In the story, rather than focusing on the
reckless disobedience of the younger son, the emphasis is placed on the obedient older brother who
commits sin by obeying the rules for the wrong reasons. It reveals to us that we all have these
problematic tendencies to be righteous and superior, but that is not what the Christian faith is really
about. [C]hristianity is not about being righteous and superior. The Prodigal God summary includes
the key points and important takeaways from the book The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller.
Disclaimer: 1. This summary is meant to preview and not to substitute the original book. 2. We
recommend, for in-depth study purchase the excellent original book. 3. In this summary key points
are rewritten and recreated and no part/text is directly taken or copied from original book. 4. If
original author/publisher wants us to remove this summary, please contact us at
support@mocktime.com.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Tim Keller on the Christian
Life Matt Smethurst, 2025-03-31 A Topic-by-Topic Look at Tim Keller's Best Teaching on Christian
Living Pastor and author Timothy Keller (1950–2023) built a lasting legacy in Christian ministry,
planting Redeemer Presbyterian Church and cofounding the Gospel Coalition. With sharp biblical
insight that has shaped countless church leaders, along with counsel on the Christian life that has
stirred and strengthened audiences worldwide, Keller's teaching promises to influence generations
to come. Synthesizing Keller's work topic by topic, each chapter of this book highlights a key aspect
of the Christian life—covering his views on prayer, suffering, friendship, vocation, intimacy with
God, and more. Written by pastor Matt Smethurst, Tim Keller on the Christian Life draws from
Keller's nearly 50 years of sermons, conference messages, and books to share practical theological
insight that will galvanize leaders and laypeople alike. A Look Back at Tim Keller's Prolific Ministry:
Draws from four decades of sermons and 30-plus books, as well as dozens of conference messages
and published interviews Explores Key Theological Topics: Features Keller's insightful instruction on
idolatry, grace, justice, prayer, suffering, and more Accessible: Channels Keller's clear, compelling
communication style Great Gift and Study Resource: Valuable for Christian leaders who hope to
learn from Keller's methods, as well as laypeople who want biblical help for everyday life
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Recovery-Minded
Church Jonathan Benz, 2015-12-08 You want to have vibrant relationships with those who struggle
with addiction in your church and community. This practical resource for church leaders and
congregations answers your pressing questions about addiction and recovery, through real-life
stories, the latest insights from medical science and a biblical framework for how to love the addicts
in your midst.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Reason for God Timothy
Keller, 2010-10-30 This discussion guide will help you and your group learn how to engage others in
dialogue on six common objections to Christianity--Page 4 of cover
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: A Desperate Faith Jo
Kadlecek, 2010-06-01 Why did Jesus spend forty days on earth after his death when he could have
returned home to the majesty of heaven? And out of all the people on the planet at that time who
could have helped him get a major religious movement off the ground, why did he seek out those
who had run the other way when he was crucified? In this fascinating book, Jo Kadlecek shows
readers how the disciples who saw Jesus after his death were changed from sometimes bumbling
scaredy-cats to pillars of the Christian faith. She invites readers to experience their own
transformation in every part of life--relationships, jobs, finances, family, and more--as they come to a
new understanding and appreciation of the basis of the faith: the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Way Back Phil Cooke,
Jonathan Bock, 2018-02-06 This book is both timely and needed. Provocative, yes, because the
message is essential at this decisive 'hinge moment' in time. -- Philip Yancey, Author, Vanishing
Grace The Way Back is the way forward. -- Erwin Raphael McManus, Founder of Mosaic, and
Author, The Last Arrow On a dusty hilltop, Jesus once kickstarted His church with a ragtag group of



fishermen who called themselves The Way. Truth be told, the builders of Christianity were a bunch
of nobodies. Like us, they were powerless and flawed and sometimes petty. But they were
committed. They were all-in. Within a remarkably short time, The Way became the world's most
influential religious faith -- a force in culture, politics, literature, science, philanthropy, and the arts.
Against impossible odds, that group of nobodies astonished the world. Two thousand years later -- by
any measure -- Christianity is retreating on all fronts. The Way has lost its way. In The Way Back,
media and marketing experts Phil Cooke and Jonathan Bock take a hard look at Christians today and
reveal that we, as a salesforce, have lost our faith in our product. Where's the passion, the
excitement, and the commitment that two thousand years ago made such improbable and staggering
growth possible? The Way Back will inspire and equip you to learn from that wonderful group of
nobodies, so that you too can astonish the world once more.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Prodigal God Discussion
Guide with DVD Timothy Keller, 2013-05-11 In this six-session small group Bible study, pastor and
bestselling author Timothy Keller uses one of Jesus' best-loved parables - the Prodigal Son - to
illustrate the depth of God's love and how his grace extends into some very unexpected places.
Taking you beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights
from each of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son,
and the Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group
discussion and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus'
parable in your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely.
Whether you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see
Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal God Discussion Guide will help you uncover,
personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In six
captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your eyes
to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least understood--parable. The Prodigal God is a
revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. This pack
includes one Discussion Guide and one DVD. It includes discussion questions for groups and
individuals, suggested resources for further reading, Scripture references, helpful notes for leaders,
and much more. When used together, these tools provide users with practical means to transform
their faith. Session include: 1. The Parable The People Around Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The
Elder Brother 4. The True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the Father
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Jealous Rebekah Johnson,
2017-07-24 Go, marry an unfaithful woman. Not exactly the assignment you want to hear from God.
Yet it was what God asked Hosea to do, giving the prophet a unique understanding of what God was
experiencing as his people turned away from him and worshiped false gods. Then God gave him
messages for his unfaithful peoplemessages of warning and caution, messages hinting at redemption
and grace, messages spoken to beckon them near to their husband-God. They were messages that
made a big deal of a big lovea love too jealous to tolerate competition. In Jealous, Rebekah leads you
through a Bible study of the book of Hosea and then recounts her personal stories of grace that are
stirred from the Scriptures. The study will take you through each chapter of Hosea, engaging first
your mind, then your heart, and then your hands. Following the study portion Rebekah tells of how
God has rescued her and redeemed her own heart through the ups and downs, joys and pains of
marriage, motherhood, and ministry. She will invite you to study Gods Word hard, for much more
than an emotional fix or better self-esteem. Through this study, you will learn to consider who God is
as husband-God and who you are as the unfaithful wife whom he married with eyes wide open.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Man You're Meant to
Be John Simons, 2025-09-16 In The Man You’re Meant to Be, John Simons offers a call for biblical
wisdom that points to authentic manhood. By following the wisdom that comes from above (God),
Simons calls for the man to reject the wisdom from below (the world)and become the man that God
desires him to be.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Oasis of Imagination Ted



Turnau, 2023-07-20 What should creative Christian cultural engagement look like? Too often, it has
been marked by political strong-arming or fearful withdrawal into the Christian bubble. There is
another way: using our imaginations to plant 'oases' in the desert, breathable spaces that refresh,
challenge, and draw together Christians and non-Christians alike. Oases refresh the soul, provoke
discussion, challenge assumptions and lead the imagination to a new place. In Oasis of Imagination,
Ted Turnau lays out the Biblical mandate for engaging culture, and why the imaginative path holds
promise. He explores the nature of the imagination from both Scripture and nature. He asks, What
does a Christian imagination that resonates with non-Christians look like? He explores examples of
Christian creativity done well from video games to movies to music to The Lord of the Rings. He
challenges the church, artist and non-artist alike, to be intentional about their own imaginative lives,
how we can support each other, as together we engage in building bridges and being cultural
ambassadors to the wider community. In-depth and wide-ranging, Oasis of Imagination equips and
encourages Christians, whatever their calling, to consider how to imaginatively enter into the
broader cultural conversation.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: The Bible Reading of Young
Evangelicals Ruth H. Perrin, 2016-10-04 Young evangelicals in Britain often find themselves at
odds with an increasingly secular society, and yet the tradition persists and in some places
flourishes. Sociological studies into the faith of this demographic group are rare, yet there is much
to be explored as to how their faith functions and how it compares to other groups globally.
Similarly, given the privilege evangelicals afford the biblical text, how young believers engage with
the ancient Scriptures they understand to be the word of God is particularly significant. This work
addresses that core question. How do young evangelicals make sense of the Bible today? Based on
qualitative data gathered from three diverse evangelical churches it compares the reading priorities,
ordinary hermeneutics, and theological concerns of young adults. Presenting age-related focus
groups with challenging biblical narratives, the study compares strategies for negotiating the texts
based on age, gender, and churchmanship. It provides a unique insight into the realities of Bible
reading and the faith of Generation Y and gives food for thought not only to those with scholarly
interests, but also those with a pastoral concern to shape and sustain the Christian faith of young
adults in Britain and beyond.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Center Church Timothy
Keller, 2012-09-04 Practical and Gospel-centered thoughts on how to have a fruitful ministry by one
of America's leading and most beloved pastor. Many church leaders are struggling to adapt to a
culture that values individuality above loyalty to a group or institution. There have been so many
church growth and effective ministry books in the past few decades that it's hard to know where to
start or which ones will provide useful and honest insight. Based on over twenty years of ministry in
New York City, Timothy Keller takes a unique approach that measures a ministry's success neither
by numbers nor purely by the faithfulness of its leaders, but on the biblical grounds of fruitfulness.
Center Church outlines a balanced theological vision for ministry organized around three core
commitments: Gospel-centered: The gospel of grace in Jesus Christ changes everything, from our
hearts to our community to the world. It completely reshapes the content, tone, and strategy of all
that we do. City-centered: With a positive approach toward our culture, we learn to affirm that cities
are wonderful, strategic, and under-served places for gospel ministry. Movement-centered: Instead
of building our own tribe, we seek the prosperity and peace of our community as we are led by the
Holy Spirit. Between a pastor's doctrinal beliefs and ministry practices should be a well-conceived
vision for how to bring the gospel to bear on the particular cultural setting and historical moment.
This is something more practical than just doctrine but much more theological than how-to steps for
carrying out a ministry. Once this vision is in place, it leads church leaders to make good decisions
on how to worship, disciple, evangelize, serve, and engage culture in their field of ministry—whether
in a city, suburb, or small town. — Tim Keller, Core Church
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: NEW DIGS... Abandoning the
Bog of Bitterness Pamella Ann Miller, 2019-03-11 No stranger to good times and equally familiar



with the most difficult of challenges, in NEW DIGS...Abandoning the Bog of Bitterness, the author
shares the startling shifts in outlook and method that freed her from years of toxic rancor. Owing to
Pamella's fervent desire to improve upon her lengthy and difficult struggle to understand
conventional teachings about forgiveness, a thorny and confusing topic is at last addressed in a
cordial, practical and hopeful way. Choosing a green layout, the author leaves no empty pages,
making use of all fronts and backs. A significant portion of the book's.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Witness Essentials Daniel
Meyer, 2012-03-07 We know the radical difference the gospel of Jesus Christ makes, and we want
others to know of it. So often, though, we feel that we are inadequate to the task. The Bible studies,
exercises and readings in Daniel Meyer's new book will deepen your faith and equip you to minister
to others with a new sense of confidence and calling.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: New Clothes John Newton,
2014-03 A fresh voice in the Episcopal Church addresses traditionally un-Episcopal questions that
Episcopalians (and Christians in general) are asking today New Clothes speaks to two very specific
challenges we face at this unique time in the life of the church. It would seem we are equally
ineffective at transforming the lives of the “un-churched” world as we are the established, declining
“churched” world. Whereas one group is altogether unfamiliar with the Gospel, many sleepy pew
sitters have become overly familiar with it! And both cases leave people stuck. This book lays out the
orthodox Christian message of hope in a way that speaks to each group. Using modern psychological
and biblical knowledge to refresh historic Christian doctrines, including those of creation, sin,
atonement, spiritual rebirth, and resurrection, it offers a springboard into practical measures we can
take now to enter this story so that we might be transformed. It is the book the church needs as we
re-imagine Christian life in the 21st century.
  the prodigal god recovering the heart of the christian faith: Why Your Work Matters
Tom Nelson, 2025-04-08 Americans spend a majority of their waking hours working, whether paid or
unpaid. Due to rapidly advancing technology, hybrid work, shifts in the economy, and more, the
working world has become an increasingly complex place to navigate. In this newly expanded and
updated version of his 2011 book, Work Matters, author and pastor Tom Nelson wrestles with the
latest trends and dynamics of work, including remote work, work-life balance, technology, the
meaning of Sabbath, and working for the common good. Nelson explores the grand story of work in
the Bible, revealing that all work matters in God's economy and that Christians can love and serve
their neighbors no matter what they do for their daily vocation. He helps readers discover that their
work matters deeply--not just now but for eternity. Why Your Work Matters contains 70% new
material and has been updated throughout. It includes six new chapters and a new introduction.
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