
the necessary lie

The Necessary Lie: When Deception Becomes a Tool for Good

the necessary lie is a concept that often stirs debate, challenging our moral compass and understanding of
honesty. It's that delicate situation where telling the truth might cause more harm than good, prompting
someone to choose deception for a seemingly greater benefit. While honesty is generally considered the
best policy, life occasionally presents scenarios where a lie may serve as a protective shield, a social
lubricant, or a strategic move to preserve relationships, feelings, or even safety.

Exploring the nuances of the necessary lie reveals its complex role in human interaction and ethics. It’s not
about promoting dishonesty but understanding the contexts where withholding or bending the truth can
lead to more compassionate outcomes. Let’s delve deeper into what makes a lie necessary, how it manifests
in everyday life, and how to navigate its tricky waters with integrity.

Understanding the Concept of the Necessary Lie

At its core, the necessary lie is a form of deception employed with the intent to protect or preserve
something valuable—be it feelings, relationships, or security. Unlike malicious lying, which seeks personal
gain at the expense of others, necessary lies often arise from empathy or self-preservation.

Why Do People Tell Necessary Lies?

People tell necessary lies for various reasons, including:

Protecting feelings: Sometimes, the brutal truth can hurt unnecessarily. For example, complimenting
a friend’s cooking even if it’s not your favorite may prevent hurt feelings.

Maintaining social harmony: Small white lies can smooth over awkward social situations and prevent
conflict.

Ensuring safety: In dangerous circumstances, misinformation can safeguard lives.

Preserving surprises or secrets: Such as keeping a birthday party a secret to maintain the element of
surprise.



These motives highlight that the necessary lie isn’t about deceit for selfish reasons but about balancing
honesty with kindness or practicality.

The Ethical Boundaries of the Necessary Lie

Navigating the ethical landscape of the necessary lie can be challenging. Where do we draw the line
between acceptable deception and harmful dishonesty? Philosophers and ethicists often debate this, but
some guiding principles can help.

Intent Matters

The intention behind the lie is crucial. A necessary lie is typically told with good intentions—protecting
someone’s emotional well-being or safety. Lies told with malicious intent, such as manipulation or personal
gain, fall outside the realm of necessity.

Consider the Consequences

Before telling a necessary lie, it’s important to weigh the potential outcomes. Will the lie prevent harm or
just delay an inevitable truth that could cause more damage later? Sometimes, honesty paired with tact is a
better approach than deception.

Transparency and Trust

Repeated reliance on necessary lies can erode trust. It’s vital to maintain transparency where possible and
avoid creating a pattern of deception. When the truth is eventually revealed, being honest about why the
lie was told can help rebuild trust.

Examples of the Necessary Lie in Everyday Life

The necessary lie isn’t just a philosophical concept; it appears in everyday interactions. Understanding these
examples can shed light on how often we encounter situations requiring delicate honesty.



White Lies in Social Situations

White lies are the most common form of necessary lies. Saying "I love your new haircut" even if you don’t
truly like it is often about kindness rather than deception. These small fibs help maintain positive social
bonds and avoid unnecessary hurt feelings.

Protecting Children

Parents often tell necessary lies to protect their children’s innocence or to manage fears. For instance,
telling a child that the tooth fairy exists is a harmless myth designed to bring joy and wonder.

Professional Settings

In the workplace, the necessary lie might involve softening feedback to avoid demoralizing a colleague or
tactfully declining a request to preserve working relationships. Diplomacy often requires balancing honesty
with sensitivity.

When the Necessary Lie Becomes Problematic

Though the necessary lie can be beneficial, overreliance or misuse may have negative consequences. Here’s
when it can become problematic:

Undermining Authenticity

If lies, even well-intentioned ones, become the default, it can hinder genuine communication. Authentic
relationships thrive on trust and openness, which deception can undermine.

Creating a Slippery Slope

One necessary lie can lead to another, creating a cycle that’s hard to break. This slippery slope may
eventually lead to larger deceptions and unintended consequences.



Impacting Mental Health

Carrying the burden of lies, even necessary ones, can weigh heavily on a person. The stress of maintaining
falsehoods or the guilt of deceiving loved ones can affect emotional well-being.

Tips for Handling the Necessary Lie with Care

If you find yourself in a situation where the necessary lie seems unavoidable, here are some tips to handle
it responsibly:

Assess the situation carefully: Consider if the lie is truly necessary or if there’s a kinder way to tell1.
the truth.

Keep it simple: Avoid elaborate fabrications; a simple, gentle approach is often best.2.

Focus on empathy: Think about the feelings of the person receiving the information.3.

Plan for disclosure: If the truth will eventually come out, prepare how and when to share it4.
honestly.

Reflect on your values: Ensure that the lie aligns with your personal ethics and the greater good.5.

The Necessary Lie in Literature and Culture

The concept of the necessary lie has long fascinated writers, philosophers, and cultures worldwide.
Literature often explores the tension between truth and deception, revealing the complexity of human
morality.

For example, many classic novels depict characters who lie out of love or duty, highlighting the
consequences of such choices. In film and theater, the necessary lie can drive plot twists or deepen
character development, illustrating how deception is woven into the fabric of storytelling.

Philosophical Perspectives



Philosophers like Immanuel Kant famously argued that lying is always morally wrong, while others, like
Friedrich Nietzsche, recognized circumstances where deception might be necessary or even beneficial.
This ongoing debate underscores the difficulty in categorizing lies strictly as good or bad.

Why Embracing Nuance Matters

The necessary lie reminds us that human communication and ethics are rarely black and white. Embracing
nuance allows us to approach honesty with compassion and pragmatism. Sometimes, the harsh truth can
cause unnecessary pain, and a carefully considered lie might save a relationship or protect someone’s
dignity.

Understanding when and how to use the necessary lie responsibly is a skill that can improve interpersonal
dynamics and enhance empathy. It’s less about promoting dishonesty and more about recognizing that
truth-telling must be balanced with kindness.

In the end, the necessary lie challenges us to think deeply about the power of words, the impact of truth,
and the responsibilities we hold when sharing information with others. It’s a reminder that honesty, while
vital, sometimes needs a gentle touch to truly serve its purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Necessary Lie'?
The central theme of 'The Necessary Lie' revolves around the moral dilemmas and emotional consequences
of telling lies for protection or greater good.

Who are the main characters in 'The Necessary Lie'?
The main characters typically include a protagonist facing ethical challenges, often involving family
members or close friends, who must decide whether to reveal the truth or tell a necessary lie.

Why is the lie considered 'necessary' in the story?
The lie is considered 'necessary' because it is told to protect someone's feelings, safety, or to prevent harm,
highlighting the complex nature of truth and deception.

How does 'The Necessary Lie' explore the impact of deception on



relationships?
The story explores how deception can both protect and damage relationships, showing the tension between
honesty and compassion in human interactions.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The Necessary Lie'?
Readers can learn about the ethical complexities of lying, the importance of empathy, and how sometimes
difficult choices are made to preserve trust and well-being.

Additional Resources
The Necessary Lie: Navigating Truth and Deception in Modern Society

the necessary lie is a concept that has intrigued philosophers, psychologists, and ethicists for centuries. It
refers to a falsehood told with the intent of protecting someone’s feelings, maintaining social harmony, or
achieving a greater good. While lying is generally condemned as unethical, the necessary lie challenges
this black-and-white perspective by introducing nuance into our understanding of honesty and deception.
In an age where information is abundant yet trust is scarce, examining the role and implications of the
necessary lie becomes increasingly relevant.

Understanding the Concept of the Necessary Lie

The phrase “the necessary lie” suggests a deliberate untruth employed not for selfish gain but as a strategic
or compassionate act. Unlike malicious deception, necessary lies often aim to prevent harm or preserve
relationships. This idea is rooted in philosophical traditions such as utilitarianism, where the morality of an
action depends on its outcomes rather than its intrinsic nature.

Psychological research indicates that humans engage in lies frequently—some studies estimate that the
average adult lies once or twice a day. However, not all lies are equal; some serve pragmatic or protective
functions. For instance, a doctor may withhold grim prognoses temporarily to give patients hope, or a
parent might shield children from harsh realities to nurture their development. These scenarios illustrate
how the necessary lie operates as a social tool, balancing truthfulness with empathy.

The Ethical Dilemma of Necessary Lies

At the heart of the necessary lie lies a profound ethical dilemma: when does bending the truth become
justifiable, and when does it erode trust? Philosophers like Immanuel Kant argue that lying is always
morally wrong, regardless of consequences, while others contend that context matters deeply. Modern



ethical frameworks often grapple with this tension.

From a practical standpoint, necessary lies can both preserve and undermine trust. For example, in
diplomacy, “white lies” may prevent conflicts and foster cooperation. However, repeated or poorly judged
necessary lies risk breeding cynicism and skepticism, ultimately damaging the fabric of interpersonal and
institutional relationships.

The Necessary Lie in Various Contexts

The application of necessary lies varies widely across fields, each with unique considerations and
consequences.

Healthcare and Medical Ethics

In medicine, the necessary lie can take the form of withholding information or softening harsh truths to
protect patients’ mental well-being. Studies show that the way information is communicated significantly
affects patient outcomes, including adherence to treatment and psychological resilience. Yet, transparency is
increasingly emphasized in modern healthcare, raising questions about when withholding information
crosses ethical boundaries.

Legal and Political Arenas

Legal professionals occasionally confront scenarios where strategic omissions or framing of facts may be
deemed necessary to protect client interests. Similarly, politicians might employ necessary lies or spin to
navigate complex social landscapes or maintain public order. While these tactics can be pragmatic, they also
contribute to public distrust and the perception of corruption.

Interpersonal Relationships

On a more personal level, individuals use necessary lies to smooth social interactions. Compliments that
aren’t entirely truthful or evasive answers to sensitive questions exemplify this practice. Such lies often
serve to protect feelings and avoid conflict. Nonetheless, if overused or detected, they can erode intimacy
and authenticity.



Pros and Cons of the Necessary Lie

Understanding the advantages and drawbacks of necessary lies helps clarify their complex role.

Pros:

Protects individuals from unnecessary emotional distress

Maintains social harmony and smooths interpersonal relations

Can prevent harmful consequences in sensitive situations

Facilitates strategic communication in high-stakes environments

Cons:

Risks damaging trust when the lie is uncovered

May lead to slippery slopes of deception

Can obscure important truths and delay necessary action

Ethical ambiguity creates challenges for consistent decision-making

Balancing Honesty and Compassion

The necessary lie is often framed as a balancing act between honesty and compassion. In many cases, the
intent behind the lie is as critical as the lie itself. When deception is motivated by care rather than self-
interest, it tends to be more socially acceptable. However, this balance requires discernment and sensitivity
to context, making it a complex skill rather than a simple rule.



Psychological Impacts of the Necessary Lie

Research in social psychology reveals that both telling and receiving necessary lies carry psychological
consequences. For the liar, the act can induce cognitive dissonance—a mental discomfort arising from
conflicting values of honesty and deception. For the recipient, discovering a necessary lie can trigger
feelings of betrayal or confusion, complicating emotional responses.

Moreover, the normalization of necessary lies may influence societal norms about truthfulness. In cultures
or communities where such lies are common, the boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable
deception may blur, affecting social trust at a collective level.

The Role of Culture and Context

Cultural factors significantly influence perceptions of the necessary lie. In some societies, indirect
communication and “polite” lies are standard to maintain face and social cohesion. In others, blunt honesty is
prized even at the cost of discomfort. Understanding these cultural dimensions is essential for navigating
ethical considerations in a globalized world.

Technological Evolution and the Necessary Lie

In the digital age, the landscape of truth and deception has grown more complex. Social media platforms,
fake news, and deepfake technologies challenge our ability to discern fact from fiction. The concept of the
necessary lie faces new scrutiny as misinformation spreads rapidly, sometimes with harmful consequences.

However, even digital communication involves necessary lies or omissions—such as curating online
personas or withholding certain information to protect privacy. This raises questions about authenticity and
the evolving nature of social interaction in virtual spaces.

The necessary lie thus remains a relevant and contentious issue, demanding ongoing reflection as society
grapples with the balance between transparency and tactfulness.

The Necessary Lie

  the necessary lie: A Necessary Lie Lucy Farago, 2017-07-25 The Investigative Collection Unit
is one of the world’s most renowned agencies, solving cases with—or without—the law on its side.
And the Unit’s men are special agents in more ways than one, with secrets that can make or break
them—and the hearts of those who fall for them . . . He’s known only as Cowboy. A successful rodeo
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star with a string of women behind him, the ICU has given him a chance to stay put instead of
constantly running away—from the past, from love, from the blood on his hands. And he’s not going
to screw that up, even if it means going back home to Texas to investigate the disappearance of the
woman who made him start running in the first place . . . The political exposé of a popular senator
should have been Grace Irvine’s story, but she thought it would be good for her best friend Jessie’s
career. Now, Jessie is missing and Grace will do anything to find her. But her path keeps crossing
with a mysterious and charismatic cowboy who has his own reasons for finding Jessie. And as
intrigue draws Grace and Cowboy deeper into danger, passion starts to play by its own
rules—making promises it might not be able to keep . . . Praise for Lucy Farago’s Sin on the Strip
“As suspenseful and sexy as the title promises. Don’t miss this one.” —Cindy Gerard, New York
Times Bestselling Author
  the necessary lie: Necessary Lies Diane Chamberlain, 2013-09-03 Bestselling author Diane
Chamberlain delivers a breakout book about a small southern town fifty years ago, and the
darkest—and most hopeful—places in the human heart After losing her parents, fifteen-year-old Ivy
Hart is left to care for her grandmother, older sister and nephew as tenants on a small tobacco farm.
As she struggles with her grandmother's aging, her sister's mental illness and her own epilepsy, she
realizes they might need more than she can give. When Jane Forrester takes a position as Grace
County's newest social worker, she doesn't realize just how much her help is needed. She quickly
becomes emotionally invested in her clients' lives, causing tension with her boss and her new
husband. But as Jane is drawn in by the Hart women, she begins to discover the secrets of the small
farm—secrets much darker than she would have guessed. Soon, she must decide whether to take
drastic action to help them, or risk losing the battle against everything she believes is wrong. Set in
rural Grace County, North Carolina in a time of state-mandated sterilizations and racial tension,
Necessary Lies tells the story of these two young women, seemingly worlds apart, but both haunted
by tragedy. Jane and Ivy are thrown together and must ask themselves: how can you know what you
believe is right, when everyone is telling you it's wrong?
  the necessary lie: Necessary Lies Eva Stachniak, 2000-08-01 From the author of The Winter
Palace comes Eve Stachniak’s first novel about the discovery of secrets and lies that stitch together
empires and individual lives. Winner of the 2000 Amazon.com/Books in Canada First Novel Prize
Necessary Lies tells the story of the discovery of secrets and lies that stitch together empires and
individual lives. What are the lies we tell ourselves and others that get us through our lives? In the
summer of 1981 Anna is suddenly offered the opportunity to study English at McGill University in
Montreal. She jumps at the chance, leaving behind her job, her husband, and her country – Poland.
She meets William, a music professor, and falls in love. Back home, martial law is declared. After
almost ten years of marriage, William dies suddenly of a heart attack, and Anna is left to pick up the
pieces. In the midst of grieving, she discovers more pieces than expected: for the length of their lives
together, William carried on a long-distance affair with a woman journalist in Germany. In search of
truth, Anna returns to a dramatically changed Europe, where Communism has fallen, the Berlin Wall
has been torn down, and where, once again, history will have to be rewritten. Probing the depths of
betrayal and forgiveness, she confronts her own past and the motives that drove her away from
Poland; she sees herself through the eyes of her mother, her ex-husband, and most importantly,
William’s German lover, Ursula.
  the necessary lie: The Necessary Lie John Williams, 1965
  the necessary lie: Nietzsche and Modern Times Laurence Lampert, 1993-01-01 This major
work by Laurence Lampert provides a new interpretation of modern philosophy by developing
Nietzsche's view that genuine philosophers set out to determine the direction of culture through
their ideas and that they conceal the radical nature of their thought by their esoteric style. From this
Nietzschean perspective, Francis Bacon and René Descartes can be considered the founders of
modernity. Lampert argues that Bacon's positive claims for science aimed to destroy the dominance
of Christianity. Descartes continued Bacon's radical program while providing it with the
mathematical physics required for its success. Far from being solely an epistemological and



metaphysical thinker, says Lampert, Descartes was a master writer whose comic ridicule helped
bring down the Church to which he paid lip service. Both Bacon and Descartes used the Platonic art
of dissimulation to achieve their ends by making their revolutionary aims appear compatible with
Christianity. Once we recognize Bacon and Descartes as legislators of modern times in a specifically
Nietzschean sense, we can also see Nietzsche in a new way--as the first thinker to have understood
modern times and transcended it in a postmodern worldview. According to Lampert, Nietzsche
provides a new foundation for culture, a joyous science that reveals the grandeur and purposeless
play of the cosmic whole and yet avoids enervating despair or destructive, dogmatic belief.
  the necessary lie: Just Words Alan Ackerman, Associate Professor of English University of
Toronto Alan Ackerman, 2011-06-28 In an appearance on The Dick Cavett Show in 1980, the critic
Mary McCarthy glibly remarked that every word author Lillian Hellman wrote was a lie, including
'and' and 'the.' Hellman immediately filed a libel suit, charging that McCarthy's comment was not a
legitimate conversation on public issues but an attack on her reputation. This intriguing book offers
a many-faceted examination of Hellman's infamous suit and explores what it tells us about tensions
between privacy and self-expression, freedom and restraint in public language, and what can and
cannot be said in public in America.
  the necessary lie: The Fictional Christopher Nolan Todd McGowan, 2012-09-01 From Memento
and Insomnia to the Batman films, The Prestige, and Inception, lies play a central role in every
Christopher Nolan film. Characters in the films constantly find themselves deceived by others and
are often caught up in a vast web of deceit that transcends any individual lies. The formal structure
of a typical Nolan film deceives spectators about the events that occur and the motivations of the
characters. While Nolan's films do not abandon the idea of truth altogether, they show us how truth
must emerge out of the lie if it is not to lead us entirely astray. The Fictional Christopher Nolan
discovers in Nolan's films an exploration of the role that fiction plays in leading to truth. Through
close readings of all the films through Inception, Todd McGowan demonstrates that the fiction or the
lie comes before the truth, and this priority forces us to reassess our ways of thinking about the
nature of truth. Indeed, McGowan argues that Nolan's films reveal the ethical and political
importance of creating fictions and even of lying. While other filmmakers have tried to discover truth
through the cinema, Nolan is the first filmmaker to devote himself entirely to the fictionality of the
medium, and McGowan discloses how Nolan uses its tendency to deceive as the basis for a new kind
of philosophical filmmaking. He shows how Nolan's insistence on the priority of the fiction aligns his
films with Hegel's philosophy and understands Nolan as a thoroughly Hegelian filmmaker.
  the necessary lie: Studying Religion Russell T. McCutcheon, 2014-12-05 Widely used as a
primer, a text and a provocation to critical thinking, 'Studying Religion' aims to develop students'
skills. The book clearly explains the methods and theories employed in the study of religion. Essays
are offered on a range of topics: from the history and functions of religion to public discourse on
religion and the classification of religions. The works of key scholars - from Karl Marx, Ludwig
Wittgenstein and Rudolf Otto to Mircea Eliade, James G. Frazer, and Sigmund Freud - are analysed
and explored. 'Studying Religion' represents a shift away from the traditional focus of describing the
exotic or curious religious 'Other' to an examination of how religious behaviours and institutions are
studied. The book will be invaluable to students of religious studies.
  the necessary lie: Lying and Deception Thomas L. Carson, 2010-04-29 Thomas Carson offers
the most comprehensive and up-to-date investigation of moral and conceptual questions about lying
and deception. Part I addresses conceptual questions and offers definitions of lying, deception, and
related concepts such as withholding information, keeping someone in the dark, and half truths. Part
II deals with questions in ethical theory. Carson argues that standard debates about lying and
deception between act-utilitarians and their critics are inconclusive because they rest on appeals to
disputed moral intuitions. He defends a version of the golden rule and a theory of moral reasoning.
His theory implies that there is a moral presumption against lying and deception that causes harm --
a presumption at least as strong as that endorsed by act-utilitarianism. He uses this theory to justify
his claims about the issues he addresses in Part III: deception and withholding information in sales,



deception in advertising, bluffing in negotiations, the duties of professionals to inform clients, lying
and deception by leaders as a pretext for fighting wars, and lying and deception about history (with
special attention to the Holocaust), and cases of distorting the historical record by telling half-truths.
The book concludes with a qualified defence of the view that honesty is a virtue.
  the necessary lie: Moral Values Nicolai Hartmann, 2020-10-26 No detailed description
available for Moral Values.
  the necessary lie: Ethics Kelly Oliver, Nicolai Hartmann, 2014 First published in 2002.
Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  the necessary lie: Unmodern Observations The Late William Arrowsmith, Friedrich Wilhelm
Nietzsche, William Arrowsmith, 1990-01-01
  the necessary lie: The Genius of George Bernard Shaw Samiran Kumar Paul, 2020-12-04
The Genius of George Bernard Shaw is a criticism of George Bernard Shaw’s work that explores his
art, aesthetics, philosophy, and revolutionary ideas. Shaw wrote his plays raising and dealing with
the problems of individuals, families, society, nations, and the world. It is occasionally stated that
Shaw’s support for totalitarianism grew out of his frustration with nineteenth-century liberalism,
which ineffectually culminated in a disastrous world war. Yet, close analysis to two of Shaw’s Major
Critical Essays from the 1890s shows that even then Shaw expressed a desire for a ruthless man of
action unencumbered by the burden of conscience to come on the scene and establish a new world
order, to initiate the utopian epoch. Indeed, further analysis of a number of plays from before the
war shows the impulse to be persistent and undeniable. Shaw hated disorder, and he wanted to see
society managed efficiently by a small caste of technocratic experts who were at the same time, in
Karl Popper’s memorable phrase, utopian social engineers. He had very little confidence in the
average man and woman, who could not work mentally at the same speed? as the Fabian executive
committee, his ideal of what a ruling caste would look like. Shaw’s ideal society, what I am calling
his utopian vision, resembles Plato’s ideal city or Comte’s Religion of Humanity more than any
society that has presumably ever existed on earth. This need for absolute order and control found
many means of expression in both his life and work and was intricately bound up with his longing for
perfection. This book is useful for world teachers, students, and research scholars in English in
schools, colleges, universities all over the world.
  the necessary lie: The Truth About Lies Aja Raden, 2021-05-11 Why do you believe what you
believe? You’ve been lied to. Probably a lot. We’re always stunned when we realize we’ve been
deceived. We can’t believe we were fooled: What was I thinking? How could I have believed that? We
always wonder why we believed the lie. But have you ever wondered why you believe the truth?
People tell you the truth all the time, and you believe them; and if, at some later point, you’re
confronted with evidence that the story you believed was indeed true, you never wonder why you
believed it in the first place. In this incisive and insightful taxonomy of lies and liars, New York
Times bestselling author Aja Raden makes the surprising claim that maybe you should. Buttressed
by history, psychology, and science, The Truth About Lies is both an eye-opening primer on
con-artistry—from pyramid schemes to shell games, forgery to hoaxes—and also a telescopic view of
society through the mechanics of belief: why we lie, why we believe, and how, if at all, the acts
differ. Through wild tales of cons and marks, Raden examines not only how lies actually work, but
also why they work, from the evolutionary function of deception to what it reveals about our own. In
her previous book, Stoned, Raden asked, “What makes a thing valuable?” In The Truth About Lies,
she asks “What makes a thing real?” With cutting wit and a deft touch, Raden untangles the
relationship of truth to lie, belief to faith, and deception to propaganda. The Truth About Lies will
change everything you thought you knew about what you know, and whether you ever really know it.
  the necessary lie: Ethics and Jurisprudence for Dentists Edmund Noyes, 2013-04-18 This
early work on dentistry is both expensive and hard to find in its first edition. It contains details on
professional ethics and jurisprudence for the dentist. This is a fascinating work and thoroughly
recommended for dentists and dental students. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating
back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce. We are republishing these classic works in



affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
  the necessary lie: Exiling the Poets Ramona Naddaff, 2002 The question of why Plato censored
poetry in his Republic has bedeviled scholars for centuries. In Exiling the Poets, Ramona A. Naddaff
offers a strikingly original interpretation of this ancient quarrel between poetry and philosophy.
Underscoring not only the repressive but also the productive dimension of literary censorship,
Naddaff brings to light Plato's fundamental ambivalence about the value of poetic discourse in
philosophical investigation. Censorship, Nadaff argues, is not merely a mechanism of silencing but
also provokes new ways of speaking about controversial and crucial cultural and artistic events. It
functions philosophically in the Republic to subvert Plato's most crucial arguments about politics,
epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics. Naddaff develops this stunning argument through an
extraordinary reading of Plato's work. In books 2 and 3, the first censorship of poetry, she finds that
Plato constitutes the poet as a rival with whom the philosopher must vie agonistically. In other
words, philosophy does not replace poetry, as most commentators have suggested; rather, the
philosopher becomes a worthy and ultimately victorious poetic competitor. In book 10's second
censorship, Plato exiles the poets as a mode of self-subversion, rethinking and revising his theory of
mimesis, of the immortality of the soul, and, most important, the first censorship of poetry. Finally,
in a subtle and sophisticated analysis of the myth of Er, Naddaff explains how Plato himself censors
his own censorships of poetry, thus producing the unexpected result of a poetically animated and
open-ended dialectical philosophy.
  the necessary lie: Social Welfare , 1968
  the necessary lie: Storytelling in Science and Literature Margery Arent Safir, 2014-12-24
This gathering of eminent thinkers from the sciences and the humanities engages a common theme:
In what ways does language—and storytelling in particular—deal with ethics in science, in literature,
and in other art forms? Evelyn Fox Keller, Jean-Michel Rabaté, Mieke Bal, and Roald Hoffmann
explore ways in which science and rhetoric, politics and fiction, science and storytelling, and ethics
and aesthetics are deeply and creatively imbricated with each other, rather than distinct and
autonomous.
  the necessary lie: Someone Shot My Book Julie Carr, 2018-02-02 A volume in the Poets on
Poetry series, which collects critical works by contemporary poets, gathering together the articles,
interviews, and book reviews by which they have articulated the poetics of a new generation.
  the necessary lie: On the Greek Origins of Biopolitics Mika Ojakangas, 2016-04-28 This book
explores the origins of western biopolitics in ancient Greek political thought. Ojakangas’s argues
that the conception of politics as the regulation of the quantity and quality of population in the name
of the security and happiness of the state and its inhabitants is as old as the western political
thought itself: the politico-philosophical categories of classical thought, particularly those of Plato
and Aristotle, were already biopolitical categories. In their books on politics, Plato and Aristotle do
not only deal with all the central topics of biopolitics from the political point of view, but for them
these topics are the very keystone of politics and the art of government. Yet although the Western
understanding of politics was already biopolitical in classical Greece, the book does not argue that
the history of biopolitics would constitute a continuum from antiquity to the twentieth century.
Instead Ojakangas argues that the birth of Christianity entailed a crisis of the classical biopolitical
rationality, as the majority of classical biopolitical themes concerning the government of men and
populations faded away or were outright rejected. It was not until the renaissance of the classical
culture and literature – including the translation of Plato’s and Aristotles political works into Latin –
that biopolitics became topical again in the West. The book will be of great interest to scholars and
students in the field of social and political studies, social and political theory, moral and political
philosophy, IR theory, intellectual history, classical studies.
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