the hammer of thor

The Hammer of Thor: Myth, Power, and Cultural Legacy

the hammer of thor is one of the most iconic symbols in Norse mythology and beyond,
representing strength, protection, and divine power. Often depicted as a mighty war hammer
wielded by the thunder god Thor, this legendary weapon has captured imaginations for centuries,
influencing everything from ancient folklore to modern pop culture. But what exactly is the story
behind the hammer of Thor, and why does it continue to resonate with people today? Let’s dive into
its mythological origins, symbolic meanings, and enduring impact.

The Origins of the Hammer of Thor in Norse Mythology

At the heart of Norse mythology, Thor is known as the god of thunder, storms, and strength. His
hammer, called Mjolnir, is more than just a weapon—it’s a symbol of protection for both gods and
humans. According to the myths, Mjolnir was forged by the dwarven brothers Sindri (or Eitri) and
Brokkr in their magical forge. The hammer was crafted from the core of a star, granting it immense
power.

The Creation Story of Mjolnir

The tale of Mjolnir’s creation is filled with intrigue and competition. Loki, the trickster god, was
responsible for initiating the hammer’s making. After cutting off the goddess Sif’s golden hair, Loki
sought to make amends by commissioning the dwarves to craft magical gifts for the gods. Among
these gifts was Mjolnir. Despite a slight flaw—the handle was shorter than intended—the hammer
emerged as a devastating weapon capable of leveling mountains and summoning lightning.

Legendary Powers of the Hammer

Mjolnir wasn’t just a symbol of brute force. It had several extraordinary abilities connected to Thor’s
role as a protector. The hammer could:

- Return to Thor’s hand after being thrown.

- Summon thunder and lightning, controlling the elements.

- Bless marriages and births, symbolizing sanctity and fertility.

- Vanquish giants and evil forces threatening Asgard and Midgard (the human world).

These aspects made Mjolnir a versatile weapon and a sacred artifact.

The Symbolism Behind the Hammer of Thor



Beyond its literal power as a weapon, the hammer of Thor embodies deep symbolic meanings in
Norse culture. It stands for protection, courage, and the fight against chaos.

Protection and Blessing

In Viking society, Mjolnir was often worn as an amulet for protection. Archaeological finds reveal
thousands of hammer-shaped pendants worn by Norse warriors and common folk alike. These
talismans were believed to safeguard the wearer from harm, evil spirits, and misfortune. The
hammer’s association with blessings also meant it was used in rituals to consecrate people and
places.

Symbol of Strength and Courage

Thor’s hammer represents physical and moral strength. In myths, Thor is fearless when confronting
giants and monsters, embodying the qualities the Norse admired in their heroes. Carrying or
invoking the hammer was a way to channel that inner strength and stand firm in adversity.

Fighting Chaos and Upholding Order

Norse mythology often contrasts the ordered world of the gods with the chaotic forces of giants and
dark creatures. The hammer of Thor symbolizes the defense of cosmic order. Each swing of Mjolnir
is like a strike against chaos, ensuring the balance of the universe remains intact.

The Hammer of Thor in Modern Culture

The legacy of the hammer of Thor extends far beyond ancient texts and Viking relics. Today, it
continues to inspire and appear in various forms across media, fashion, and spirituality.

Thor’s Hammer in Comics and Movies

Perhaps the most globally recognized depiction of Mjolnir comes from Marvel Comics and the
Marvel Cinematic Universe. Here, Thor is portrayed as a superhero whose hammer grants him
incredible powers and serves as a symbol of worthiness—the hammer can only be lifted by those
deemed worthy. This interpretation has popularized the hammer worldwide and introduced Norse
mythology to new generations.

Jewelry and Fashion Trends

The hammer of Thor remains a popular motif in jewelry, especially among those interested in Viking



heritage, paganism, or symbolism of strength. Replicas of Mjolnir pendants, rings, and tattoos can
be found worldwide, often crafted with intricate detail to honor the original Norse designs.

Revival in Modern Paganism

In contemporary Heathen and Asatri communities, Mjélnir is not just a decorative item but a sacred
symbol. Practitioners wear the hammer to express their faith, invoke protection, and connect with
Norse traditions. It serves as a spiritual emblem, much like the cross in Christianity.

Understanding the Hammer of Thor: What Makes It
Enduring?

Why does the hammer of Thor continue to captivate people centuries after the Viking Age? There are
a few reasons that make this ancient weapon timeless.

e Universal Themes: The hammer symbolizes protection, power, and justice—concepts that
resonate across cultures and epochs.

e Rich Mythology: The stories surrounding Mjolnir are dramatic and compelling, filled with
gods, magic, and battles between good and evil.

e Cultural Identity: For many, the hammer is a link to ancestral heritage and pride in Norse
history.

¢ Pop Culture Influence: Modern adaptations have renewed interest and made the hammer
accessible to a global audience.

Tips for Exploring the Hammer of Thor Further

If you're intrigued by the hammer of Thor and want to learn more or incorporate its symbolism into
your life, here are some suggestions:

1. Read Norse Mythology: Dive into sources like the Poetic Edda or Prose Edda to explore the
original stories about Thor and Mjolnir.

2. Visit Museums or Historical Sites: Many museums in Scandinavia display Viking artifacts,
including hammer pendants.

3. Explore Modern Interpretations: Check out Marvel comics or films for a contemporary take
on Thor’s hammer.



4. Connect with Communities: Join online groups or local gatherings interested in Norse
mythology or Heathenry.

5. Wear or Display Mjolnir: Whether as jewelry or art, having a representation of the hammer
can be a daily reminder of strength and protection.

The hammer of Thor continues to be a powerful emblem that bridges ancient myth and modern life.
Whether you see it as a mythic weapon, a cultural icon, or a spiritual symbol, its story invites us to
reflect on what it means to be strong, brave, and just in our own worlds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Hammer of Thor?

The Hammer of Thor, also known as Mjolnir, is a mythical weapon wielded by Thor, the Norse god of
thunder, known for its immense power and ability to summon lightning.

What materials is the Hammer of Thor made from?

According to Norse mythology, Mjolnir was forged from the enchanted metal Uru by the dwarven
brothers Sindri and Brokkr.

What powers does the Hammer of Thor have?

The Hammer of Thor can control thunder and lightning, return to Thor’s hand after being thrown,
and is nearly indestructible, serving as a symbol of protection and power.

Why is the Hammer of Thor important in Norse mythology?

Mjolnir is a symbol of protection, consecration, and power, used by Thor to defend Asgard and
humanity from giants and other threats.

How is the Hammer of Thor portrayed in Marvel Comics?

In Marvel Comics, the Hammer of Thor is a powerful weapon that grants Thor his godly abilities,
including superhuman strength, flight, and control over storms.

Can anyone lift the Hammer of Thor?

In mythology and Marvel lore, only those deemed 'worthy' can lift Mjolnir, making it a test of
character and virtue.

Are there any real-world replicas of the Hammer of Thor?

Yes, many artisans and companies create replicas of Mjolnir for collectors, cosplay, and cultural



significance, often made from metals or other materials.

What cultural significance does the Hammer of Thor hold
today?

The Hammer of Thor remains a popular symbol in modern culture, representing strength,
protection, and Norse heritage; it is used in jewelry, tattoos, and media.

Has the Hammer of Thor appeared in recent movies or TV
shows?

Yes, Mjolnir has prominently appeared in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, including films like 'Thor",
'‘Avengers', and 'Thor: Love and Thunder', as well as various TV adaptations.

Additional Resources
The Hammer of Thor: Unveiling the Myth, Symbolism, and Cultural Impact

the hammer of thor is a powerful symbol deeply rooted in Norse mythology and has transcended
its ancient origins to become a prominent icon in modern popular culture. Known as Mjolnir, this
legendary weapon is famously wielded by Thor, the Norse god of thunder, and is often depicted as a
short-handled war hammer with immense destructive power. This article explores the historical
background, mythological significance, and the contemporary interpretations of the hammer of Thor,
providing a comprehensive analysis of why this symbol continues to fascinate audiences worldwide.

Historical and Mythological Context of the Hammer of
Thor

The hammer of Thor, or Mjolnir, is one of the most recognizable artifacts in Norse mythology.
According to ancient Icelandic sagas and Poetic Edda, Thor’'s hammer was forged by the skilled
dwarven brothers Sindri (or Eitri) and Brokkr. The hammer was not only a weapon of destruction but
also a symbol of protection, fertility, and consecration. Its name, Mjolnir, is believed to mean
“crusher” or “grinder,” highlighting its formidable strength.

Mjolnir’s mythological narrative emphasizes its unyielding power; it was capable of leveling
mountains and returning to Thor’s hand after being thrown. This characteristic signifies both the
god’s dominion over thunder and lightning and the cyclical nature of life and protection in Norse
belief systems. Furthermore, the hammer was used in rituals to bless marriages, births, and even
funerals, signifying its integral role beyond warfare.

The Symbolism Behind Mjolnir

The hammer of Thor embodies multiple layers of symbolism:



e Protection: As a divine weapon, Mjolnir was believed to shield gods and humans alike from
chaos and evil forces, reinforcing Thor’s role as a guardian.

e Power and Authority: Thor’'s hammer was a manifestation of his supreme strength and status
among the Aesir gods.

e Fertility and Blessing: The hammer’s use in sacred ceremonies highlights its association
with fertility, growth, and life cycles.

e Justice and Order: Mjolnir symbolized the maintenance of cosmic balance, reflecting Norse
cultural values around law and order.

This rich symbolism allowed the hammer of Thor to become a central motif not only in myth but also
in Viking art and artifacts, where many pendants and amulets shaped as Mjolnir have been
unearthed, suggesting its widespread cultural significance.

The Hammer of Thor in Archaeology and Viking Age
Artifacts

Archaeological excavations across Scandinavia have uncovered numerous representations of Thor’s
hammer, usually in the form of pendants made from iron, silver, or bronze. These artifacts date back
to the Viking Age (circa 8th to 11th century) and serve as tangible evidence of the hammer’s
importance in everyday Viking life.

Unlike Christian crosses, which became prevalent following the Christianization of Scandinavia, the
hammer pendants symbolized adherence to the old Norse beliefs. Scholars interpret these items as
expressions of identity, spirituality, and resistance to cultural assimilation during periods of religious
transition.

One notable feature of these artifacts is the variation in design, ranging from simple, utilitarian
shapes to intricate, ornamented pieces. This diversity hints at differences in social status, regional
styles, and evolving interpretations of the hammer’s symbolism.

Comparing Mjolnir to Other Mythological Weapons

In a broader mythological context, the hammer of Thor can be compared to other legendary
weapons such as Zeus’s thunderbolt in Greek mythology or Indra’s vajra in Hindu tradition. While all
are associated with thunder and divine power, Mjolnir is distinct in its function and symbolism:

1. Physical form: Unlike the lightning bolts, which are often portrayed as ephemeral or
intangible, Mjolnir is a tangible, physical weapon, emphasizing Thor’s brute strength.



2. Return mechanism: The hammer’s magical ability to return to its owner is unique,
symbolizing reliability and perpetual protection.

3. Multiple uses: Mjolnir served both as a weapon and a sacred object, whereas many other
mythological weapons primarily function as instruments of war.

These distinctions highlight the hammer of Thor’s unique place within the pantheon of mythological
armaments.

The Hammer of Thor in Modern Culture and Media

In contemporary times, the hammer of Thor has experienced a resurgence in popularity, largely
propelled by its depiction in comic books, films, and video games. Marvel Comics introduced Thor as
a superhero wielding Mjolnir, and the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) has further amplified the
hammer’s fame globally. This adaptation, while inspired by Norse mythology, has introduced new
narratives and characteristics to the hammer, blending ancient lore with modern storytelling.

Popular Interpretations and Uses

The hammer of Thor is now commonly associated with:
e Entertainment: Movies, TV series, and games utilize the hammer as a symbol of heroism and
supernatural might.

¢ Jewelry and Fashion: Mjolnir pendants and accessories are fashionable items, often worn to
showcase heritage or affinity with Norse culture.

e Symbol of Identity: Some groups and communities adopt the hammer as an emblem of
cultural pride or spiritual belief, especially within modern Heathenry and Asatru movements.

However, this widespread use has occasionally led to misunderstandings or misappropriations,
underscoring the need for contextual awareness when engaging with such symbols.

Pros and Cons of the Hammer’s Modern Representation

¢ Pros: Increased visibility has sparked interest in Norse mythology and history, promoting
cultural education and appreciation.

e Cons: Commercialization risks oversimplifying or distorting the hammer’s complex historical
and mythological significance.



This duality reflects the challenges of preserving cultural heritage while adapting ancient symbols
for contemporary audiences.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Hammer of
Thor

The hammer of Thor remains a potent and multifaceted symbol that bridges ancient myth and
modern identity. Its origins as a divine weapon and protective talisman in Norse mythology have laid
the foundation for a legacy that continues to evolve. From archaeological discoveries to blockbuster
films, Mjolnir’s cultural resonance endures, inviting both scholarly inquiry and popular fascination.
Whether regarded as a mythological marvel, a cultural artifact, or a symbol of heroism, the hammer
of Thor exemplifies how ancient symbols can maintain relevance across millennia, adapting to the
changing landscapes of belief, art, and storytelling.
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the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Hammer of Thor Rick Riordan, 2016-10 My name
is Magnus Chase. Two months ago I died fighting a Fire Giant and woke up in Hotel Valhalla as one
of Odin's warriors. Time for a rest? I wish. When I meet Otis, an informant with a lead on Thor's
missing hammer, all I get is the name 'Provincetown' before a wolf-masked assassin takes him out
and warns me to stay away. Someone really doesn't want me to find the hammer, and even if I could
it's rumoured to be underground, guarded by powerful magic. But the giant armies are on the move,
preparing to invade. If I don't find it, they'll ravage the Nine Worlds, starting with the streets of
Boston. There's just one person who could help. Someone who demands a very high price- the gods'
worst enemy, Loki.

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book 2: The Hammer of Thor Rick
Riordan, 2016-10-04 Thor's hammer is missing again. The thunder god has a disturbing habit of
misplacing his weapon--the mightiest force in the Nine Worlds. But this time the hammer isn't just
lost. It has fallen into enemy hands. If Magnus Chase and his friends can't retrieve the hammer
quickly, the mortal worlds will be defenseless against an onslaught of giants. Ragnarok will begin.
The Nine Worlds will burn. Unfortunately, the only person who can broker a deal for the hammer's
return is the gods' worst enemy, Loki--and the price he wants is very high.

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Rick Riordan, 2016 Thor's hammer is missing
again. The thunder god has a disturbing habit of misplacing his weapon--the mightiest force in the
Nine Worlds. But this time the hammer isn't just lost, it has fallen into enemy hands. If Magnus
Chase and his friends can't retrieve the hammer quickly, the mortal worlds will be defenseless
against an onslaught of giants. Ragnarok will begin. The Nine Worlds will burn. Unfortunately, the
only person who can broker a deal for the hammer's return is the gods' worst enemy, Loki--and the
price he wants is very high. Magnus Chase, a homeless boy living in Boston, finds out he is the son
of a Norse god.

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book 2 The Hammer of Thor (The
Special Limited Edition) Rick Riordan, 2016-10-18 Magnus and friends help the god of thunder find
his missing weapon before all Muspellheim breaks loose--

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Rick Riordan, 2018-04-03 When the god of
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thunder's hammer goes missing, Magnus Chase and his friends are tasked with retrieving it before
an onslaught of giants attacks the mortal world.

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Rick Riordan, 2018-04-03 Includes an excerpt
from the third Magnus Chase book The ship of the dead.

the hammer of thor: EI Martillo de Thor / The Hammer of Thor Rick Riordan, 2026-01-20 Un
objeto milenario ha desaparecido. Una amenaza se cierne sobre los nueve mundos. Magnus Chase
no esta preparado para el Ragnarok, pero ha llegado la hora de invocar la espada del tiempo y pasar
a la accion. El martillo de Thor ha vuelto a desaparecer. El dios del trueno tiene la mala costumbre
de extraviar su arma (total, sélo es la fuerza més poderosa de los nueve mundos), pero esta vez no se
ha perdido exactamente, sino que ha caido en manos enemigas. Si Magnus Chase y sus compaiieros
no son capaces de recuperar el martillo, los mundos mortales quedaran totalmente expuestos al
temible ataque de los gigantes. El Ragnarok empezara. Los nueve mundos arderan. Y por desgracia,
la Unica persona que puede ayudarlos a recuperar el arma es Loki, el peor enemigo de los dioses, y
el precio que hay que pagar es muy alto.

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Hammer of Thor (Book 2) Rick Riordan,
2016-10-04 The second book in this number one, bestselling series from the creator of Percy
Jackson. Thor's hammer is missing again. The thunder god has a habit of misplacing his weapon -
which happens to be the mightiest force in the Nine Worlds. But this time the hammer isn't just lost,
it has fallen into enemy hands. Magnus Chase and his friends must find it, fast. If they don't, the
mortal worlds will be defenceless against an onslaught of giants, and the Nine Worlds will burn. But
the only person who can help them is the gods' worst enemy, Loki - and the price he wants is very
high.

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard Rick Riordan, 2016-12-17
Gawat! Thor kehilangan benda paling berharga miliknya. Apa lagi kalau bukan Mjolnir-palu
Thor-yang merupakan senjata paling kuat di Sembilan Dunia. Parahnya, kali ini Mjolnir jatuh ke
tangan Thrym, si raja Jotun, yang menyembunyikannya di suatu tempat rahasia. Tanpa Mjolnir
musuh-musuh Asgard akan memanfaatkan situasi dan mengerahkan penyerangan. Akibatnya?
Mungkin saja bisa memicu terjadinya Ragnarok-peperangan yang menandai akhir dunia. Di dalam
mimpi, Magnus didatangi Loki, yang mengaku sudah merancang perjanjian demi mendapatkan
Mjolnir kembali. Tapi, ada persyaratannya. Magnus harus membawa calon pengantin perempuan
serta maskawin untuk dipersembahkan kepada Thrym. Magnus dan kawan-kawannya tak punya
pilihan lain. Mereka mesti segera menjalankan misi pengembalian Mjolnir. Sekalipun memenuhi
semua persyaratan itu dalam waktu singkat bukanlah hal mudah. [Mizan, Noura Books, Novel,
Fantasi, Terjemahan, Percy, Thor, Asgard, Indonesia]

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book 2 The Hammer of Thor
(Signed Edition) Rick Riordan, 2016-10-04 Thor's hammer is missing again. The thunder god has a
disturbing habit of misplacing his weapon--the mightiest force in the Nine Worlds. But this time the
hammer isn't just lost, it has fallen into enemy hands. If Magnus Chase and his friends can't retrieve
the hammer quickly, the mortal worlds will be defenseless against an onslaught of giants. Ragnarok
will begin. The Nine Worlds will burn. Unfortunately, the only person who can broker a deal for the
hammer's return is the gods' worst enemy, Loki--and the price he wants is very high.

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor CHARLES WILLARD. DIFFIN, 2025-03-28 Embark
on a thrilling adventure through the cosmos with The Hammer of Thor, a science fiction classic by
Charles Willard Diffin. This meticulously prepared edition invites you to explore a universe where
science and fantasy collide. Experience a tale of daring space travel and high-stakes action, all
woven into a narrative that explores themes of adventure and the unknown. Venture into the realm
of speculative fiction with this timeless story. As a cornerstone of the science fiction genre, The
Hammer of Thor offers readers a glimpse into the future as imagined by a visionary author. Discover
why this novel has captivated audiences for generations, cementing its place as a remarkable work
of fiction that transcends time. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public



domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor K. T. Tomb, 2014-01-20 In the first novel of a new
treasure-hunting series, Phoe, an amateur archaeologist and collectibles shop owner, is hired by her
wealthy client to seek and retrieve the legendary Hammer of Thor. She doesn't know if the artifact
even exists, but, like her movie idol, Indiana Jones, she can't resist going on the quest for this
compelling artifact. Unfortunately, she needs to drag the client's inept son, Jonathan, on the
adventure. Also joined by her childhood nemesis, Peter, the quest for the Hammer of Thor takes
them to several countries and deep into underground danger, danger that will force her to rely on
everything she knows about ancient history and Norse mythology, in order to follow the clues.
However, there's a group of modern villains who would also love to get their hands on the hammer.
And they are hot on her tail. It's an exciting race into Phoe's most challenging treasure quest,
complete with hand-to-hand combat with the bad guys and feats of insane bravery. And this is just
the beginning...

the hammer of thor: Hammer of Thor S. Evan Townsend, 2011-08-28 They live among us. We
know they are there. No government can control them; no authority can stop them. Some are evil.
Some are good. All are powerful. They inhabit our myths and fairy tales. But what if they were real,
the witches, wizards, and fairy godmothers? What if they were called adepts and used talismans to
increase their power? The most powerful talisman in the world is The Hammer of Thor and Hitler
stole it from its rightful owners, the Valkyrie. When American adept Francis Kader is reluctantly
drawn into the effort to retrieve the Hammer from the Nazis, he begins a journey that leads him to a
confrontation with Thor himself. Can a mere human hope to defeat an immortal god?

the hammer of thor: 80AD - The Hammer of Thor (Book 2) Aiki Flinthart, 2011-07-01 Book
2 of the 80AD series sees Jade, Phoenix and their companions flung into the frozen wastes of
northern Europe. Here they must somehow reach Asgard, home of the Norse Gods, in order to steal
the Hammer of Thor. They are far from civilisation, snowbound, hunted, lost and on a deadline. If
they don't reach Asgard in time, bad things will happen: Ragnarok - the end of the world. Unending
winter, followed by hellfire and an almighty battle between the gods and giants. If this world is
destroyed, Phoenix and Jade die with it and their bodies, back in their own world, die as well.
Standing in their way are trolls, wolves, their old enemy Feng Zhudai and a new one - Loki, god of
mischief and chaos. To save this world and themselves, they must get to Asgard in time. Of course, it
would help if they knew where it was. Then, somehow, when they do find it, they have to steal Thor's
Hammer - and everyone knows that stealing things from Gods is a bad idea.

the hammer of thor: Magnus Chase - der Hammer des Thor Rick Riordan, 2018

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Charles Diffin, 2021-07-05 Like the Hammer of Thor
was the clash of Danny O'Rourke with the mysterious giant of space.

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Alice Comparetti, 1972

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Martin D. Kendall, 2010-11 'The Hammer it is lost
to Thor..." During a second Gulf War, two children, Arthur and Guinevere, have come to stay with
their grandparents in Ilkley. They discover that the Town Mayor, Albert Lockey, who is, in fact, Loki,
intends to ruin Ilkley Moor by development on it. They also are told the legend of Giant Rombald
walking between the two outcrops of Almscliff Crag and the Cow Rock, breaking off the Calf and his
Wife dropping a Skirtful of Stones on the Moor. The children discover a set of riddles, which enables
them to find both a Cup and a Ring on Ilkley Moor, and they, in turn, wake up ancient magic
surrounding the ancient cup-and-ring stone carvings on the Moor. The magic helps them find Thor's
Hammer, which has been hidden from him on the Moor by Odin. They meet Thor, who tells them
they must get the Hammer to Almscliff Crag by sunrise. The local Police are in league with Loki and



capture the Hammer. The children have only that night to get the Hammer back from Loki, and,
avoiding the Police, get the Hammer to Almscliff Crag and defeat Loki...

the hammer of thor: The Standard Reference Work Harold Melvin Stanford, 1921

the hammer of thor: The Hammer of Thor Robert Hand, Scotty Babbitt, 200?
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