the cider house rules by john irving

The Enduring Impact of The Cider House Rules by John Irving

the cider house rules by john irving is more than just a novel; it’s a
profound exploration of morality, choice, and the complexities of human
nature. Since its publication in 1985, this compelling work has captivated
readers worldwide, weaving together intricate characters and thought-
provoking themes that resonate well beyond its pages. If you’'re curious about
what makes The Cider House Rules a standout in contemporary literature, or if
you want to dive deeper into its narrative and cultural significance, this
article will guide you through everything you need to know.

Understanding The Cider House Rules by John
Irving

John Irving’s novel tells the story of Homer Wells, an orphan raised in the
St. Cloud’s orphanage in Maine, under the care of Dr. Wilbur Larch, a man who
delivers babies by day and performs illegal abortions by night. The title,
The Cider House Rules, refers to a set of rules posted in the cider house on
the orphanage’s apple orchard—a metaphor for the arbitrary and sometimes
unjust regulations imposed by society.

The Plot and Setting

Set against the backdrop of rural Maine, the novel follows Homer'’s journey
from childhood through adulthood. After years at the orphanage, he leaves to
work at the cider house, encountering a world far beyond the sheltered life
he knew. Along the way, Homer confronts ethical dilemmas surrounding
abortion, adoption, and personal freedom, making choices that challenge his
upbringing and beliefs.

Key Themes Explored in the Novel

John Irving masterfully addresses controversial topics through a
compassionate lens. Some of the key themes include:

e Morality and Ethics: The novel delves into the grey areas of right and
wrong, especially in the context of Dr. Larch’s abortion practice during
a time when it was illegal.

e Family and Belonging: Homer'’s search for identity and a sense of home is



a central thread, highlighting the complexities of chosen versus
biological family.

e Coming of Age: Homer’s personal growth, from a naive orphan to a man who
makes difficult decisions, mirrors universal experiences of maturation.

e Social Critique: The story critiques societal norms and laws that fail
to protect vulnerable individuals, such as orphans and women seeking
abortions.

The Literary Craftsmanship of John Irving

John Irving'’s storytelling prowess shines through in The Cider House Rules.
His narrative style combines vivid descriptions, humor, and emotional depth,
making readers feel intimately connected to the characters.

Character Development

Homer Wells is a richly drawn protagonist whose inner conflicts and growth
make the novel compelling. Dr. Wilbur Larch, with his complex morality,
serves as both mentor and cautionary figure. The supporting
characters—ranging from the working-class people of the cider house to the
orphans—add layers of nuance to the story.

Symbolism and Metaphor

The “cider house rules” themselves symbolize societal structures and
arbitrary authority. Homer'’s journey challenges these imposed rules, inviting
readers to question which laws serve justice and which are merely oppressive.
The apple orchard and the cider house provide a pastoral yet constrained
setting, mirroring Homer'’'s internal struggle between freedom and obligation.

The Cider House Rules in Popular Culture

Beyond the pages, The Cider House Rules by John Irving gained renewed
attention through its 1999 film adaptation directed by Lasse Hallstrom,
starring Tobey Maguire and Michael Caine.



The Film Adaptation

The movie brought visual life to Irving’s characters and themes, winning two

Academy Awards, including Best Supporting Actor for Michael Caine. While some
narrative details were streamlined, the film preserved the novel’s emotional

core and moral questions, introducing the story to a broader audience.

Impact on Discussions Around Abortion and Ethics

Both the novel and film have been influential in sparking conversations about
reproductive rights, ethics, and the role of personal choice. By humanizing
the individuals involved, The Cider House Rules encourages empathy and
nuanced debate rather than polarized arguments.

Why The Cider House Rules Remains Relevant
Today

Decades after its publication, the novel’s themes continue to resonate,
offering insights into contemporary issues.

Exploring Complex Moral Questions

In an era of ongoing debates about healthcare, women’s rights, and family
dynamics, The Cider House Rules challenges readers to consider the human
stories behind policies and laws. It reminds us that morality is often not
black and white but a spectrum shaped by circumstances and empathy.

Lessons on Compassion and Understanding

Homer’s journey underscores the importance of compassion—towards oneself and
others—and the courage to make difficult choices. The book encourages readers
to look beyond societal rules and understand individual experiences.

Tips for Readers New to The Cider House Rules
by John Irving

If you're approaching this novel for the first time, here are some insights
to enhance your reading experience:



» Take Your Time: The story is rich with detail and complex themes. Allow
yourself to absorb the characters’ emotions and the setting’s
atmosphere.

e Reflect on the Ethical Dilemmas: Think about the moral questions
presented and how they relate to current social issues.

* Notice the Symbolism: Pay attention to recurring motifs like the cider
house rules themselves and what they represent.

e Explore Supplementary Materials: Watching the film adaptation or reading
interviews with John Irving can provide additional perspectives.

The Legacy of John Irving'’s Work

The Cider House Rules stands as a testament to John Irving’s ability to weave
compelling stories that challenge readers intellectually and emotionally. His
nuanced approach to difficult topics has cemented his reputation as a
distinctive voice in American literature.

Many readers find that the novel stays with them long after they finish
it—its characters, questions, and themes prompting ongoing reflection.

Whether you’re drawn to literary fiction, historical settings, or moral
philosophy, The Cider House Rules offers a richly rewarding experience.

As you explore this remarkable novel, you’ll discover why John Irving's
storytelling continues to inspire, provoke, and move audiences around the
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Cider House Rules' by
John Irving?

The main theme of 'The Cider House Rules' is the moral and ethical dilemmas
surrounding abortion, adoption, and personal responsibility, explored through
the life of the protagonist, Homer Wells.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Cider House Rules'
and what is his significance?
The protagonist is Homer Wells, an orphan who grows up in an orphanage and

becomes an apprentice to Dr. Wilbur Larch, grappling with questions of
identity, morality, and belonging.



How does John Irving portray abortion in 'The Cider
House Rules'?

John Irving presents abortion as a complex and controversial issue, depicting
Dr. Larch performing illegal abortions to help women in desperate situations,
and exploring the ethical challenges faced by the characters.

What role does the setting play in 'The Cider House
Rules'?

The setting, primarily the orphanage in Maine and the apple orchard called
the Cider House, serves as a backdrop for the characters' development and
reflects themes of isolation, community, and change.

How does 'The Cider House Rules' address the concept
of rules and who sets them?

The novel questions the nature of rules, highlighting that the 'Cider House
Rules' posted in the orchard are not actually followed by those who live
there, symbolizing the difference between imposed rules and lived experience.

What is the significance of Dr. Wilbur Larch in the
novel?

Dr. Wilbur Larch is a mentor to Homer Wells and a complex character who
balances his roles as an obstetrician, abortion provider, and caretaker,
embodying the novel's ethical conflicts and compassion.

How was 'The Cider House Rules' received by critics
and readers?

The novel was widely praised for its rich storytelling, complex characters,
and thoughtful treatment of controversial topics, earning John Irving the
National Book Award in 1985.

Has 'The Cider House Rules' been adapted into other
media?

Yes, 'The Cider House Rules' was adapted into a successful film in 1999,
directed by Lasse Hallstrom and starring Tobey Maguire and Michael Caine,
which won two Academy Awards.

Additional Resources

The Cider House Rules by John Irving: An In-Depth Exploration of Themes,
Narrative, and Impact



the cider house rules by john irving stands as a remarkable work in
contemporary American literature, blending intricate storytelling with
profound moral questions. Published in 1985, this novel has captivated
readers and critics alike, exploring themes such as abortion, orphanhood, and
the complexities of human relationships within the framework of a historical
setting. John Irving'’s ability to weave a multi-layered narrative full of
vivid characters and ethical dilemmas makes The Cider House Rules a
compelling subject for literary analysis and discussion.

In-Depth Analysis of The Cider House Rules by
John Irving

John Irving’s novel unfolds primarily in an orphanage in Maine, overseen by
Dr. Wilbur Larch, a character who embodies the tension between compassion and
controversy. As an obstetrician and abortion provider during a time when the
procedure was illegal, Dr. Larch’s role introduces a significant layer of
ethical complexity that permeates the narrative. The title itself, The Cider
House Rules, refers to a set of unwritten, arbitrary rules posted in the
cider house where the orphans work—a metaphor for societal norms and the
often arbitrary nature of moral codes.

The novel’'s narrative structure is notable for its depth and breadth,
spanning several decades and following the life of Homer Wells, an orphan
raised by Dr. Larch. Homer’s journey from the orphanage to the wider world
serves as a conduit for exploring themes of identity, belonging, and personal
responsibility. Irving’s prose is rich in detail, offering readers a vivid
sense of time and place while probing the psychological and emotional
landscapes of his characters.

Thematic Exploration: Morality and Choice

At the heart of The Cider House Rules by John Irving is the theme of moral
ambiguity. The novel does not present clear-cut answers but rather encourages
readers to engage with difficult questions about life, death, and autonomy.
Dr. Larch’s controversial work in providing illegal abortions during the
early 20th century challenges the prevailing social and legal attitudes of
the time. Through this, Irving confronts the reader with the complexity of
ethical decision-making, especially when laws conflict with individual
compassion and practical necessity.

The novel also delves into the concept of rules—both societal and
personal—-and how they govern behavior. The titular cider house rules
symbolize the arbitrary nature of power structures and the way rules can be
manipulated or misunderstood. Homer’s eventual rejection of some of these
rules reflects his growth and desire to forge his own path, highlighting the
tension between conformity and individuality.



Character Development and Psychological Depth

One of the strengths of The Cider House Rules by John Irving lies in its
character development. Homer Wells emerges as a deeply nuanced protagonist,
whose internal struggles resonate with universal themes of self-discovery and
moral courage. The relationship between Homer and Dr. Larch is particularly
significant, illustrating a complex mentor-mentee dynamic underpinned by
love, authority, and conflicting ideologies.

Secondary characters, such as Candy Kendall, add layers of emotional
complexity and contribute to the narrative’s exploration of love, loss, and
resilience. Irving’s portrayal of orphans is sensitive and multidimensional,
avoiding stereotypes and instead offering a realistic portrayal of
marginalized individuals striving for agency within constrained
circumstances.

Historical Context and Social Commentary

Set against the backdrop of the early to mid-20th century, The Cider House
Rules by John Irving captures the social and cultural atmospheres of the
time, particularly in rural America. The novel touches on issues such as
poverty, reproductive rights, and the role of women, making it a subtle yet
potent commentary on social justice and human rights.

Irving’s depiction of abortion, long before it became a mainstream topic in
literature, was groundbreaking. The novel’s nuanced portrayal of this subject
helped pave the way for more open discussions in popular fiction. Moreover,
the depiction of orphanages and institutional care provides a critical look
at systems designed to protect but often failing vulnerable populations.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

When comparing The Cider House Rules by John Irving to other works in the
realm of historical fiction and social drama, it stands out for its unique
blend of humor, tragedy, and ethical inquiry. Unlike straightforward social
critiques, Irving’s novel employs a narrative style rich with irony and wit,
which adds depth and accessibility to its weighty themes.

In relation to Irving’'s broader oeuvre, The Cider House Rules shares common
motifs such as complex family structures, flawed yet endearing protagonists,
and a fascination with the intersection of personal and societal rules. It is
often regarded as one of Irving’'s most mature and ambitious works, showcasing
his skill in balancing intricate plotlines with profound philosophical
guestions.



Pros and Cons from a Literary Perspective

e Pros: The novel’s richly drawn characters and immersive setting create a
compelling reading experience. Its engagement with controversial topics
is handled with sensitivity and depth, encouraging thoughtful
reflection. The blend of humor and tragedy adds emotional texture.

e Cons: Some readers may find the novel’s length and detailed exposition
challenging, potentially slowing the pace. The moral ambiguities, while
a strength, might also lead to discomfort for those seeking clear
resolutions.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The cultural footprint of The Cider House Rules by John Irving extends beyond
the literary world, notably through its 1999 film adaptation directed by
Lasse Hallstrdom. The movie brought the story to a wider audience, earning
critical acclaim and several Academy Award nominations, including Best
Picture. The adaptation captures the essence of the novel’s moral dilemmas
and emotional depth, though naturally condensing some of the narrative
complexity.

The enduring relevance of the novel’s themes—particularly reproductive rights
and social justice—continues to resonate in contemporary discussions. Its
inclusion in academic curricula and literary circles attests to its
significance as a work that challenges readers to confront uncomfortable
truths and reflect on the nature of compassion and autonomy.

Through its intricate storytelling, The Cider House Rules by John Irving
remains a pivotal work that transcends its time, offering insight into the
human condition while engaging with pressing ethical issues. Its place in
American literature is secured by its fearless exploration of contentious
topics and its empathetic portrayal of characters navigating a world fraught
with contradictions and challenges.

The Cider House Rules By John Irving

the cider house rules by john irving: The Cider House Rules John Irving, 1999-11-03 First
published in 1985, The Cider House Rules is John Irving's sixth novel. Set in rural Maine in the first
half of this century, it tells the story of Dr. Wilbur Larch--saint and obstetrician, founder and director
of the orphanage in the town of St. Cloud's, ether addict and abortionist. It is also the story of Dr.
Larch's favorite orphan, Homer Wells, who is never adopted.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/the-cider-house-rules-by-john-irving.pdf

the cider house rules by john irving: The Cider House Rules John Irving, 2000 Set in rural
Maine in the first half of this century, this is the story of Homer Wells, an orphan who is raised and
mentored by Wiulbur Larch, the doctor at the orgphanage. Larch's capacity for kindnness is saintly,
but he is also an ether addict. When he and Homer come into conflict, intensified by their
disagreement about abortion, Homer leaves the only family he has ever known. Homer is forced to
make decisions that will change the course of his future, after his new life provides excitement and
love. But Homer finally realises that he can't escape his past. 'The Cider House Rules' is ultimately
about the choices we make and the rules that are meant to be broken.

the cider house rules by john irving: The cider house rules John Irving, 1986 Een jonge wees
wordt na een aantal mislukte adopties vol liefde opgenomen door een verloskundige, die hem de
kans geeft in het leven iets te bereiken.

the cider house rules by john irving: John Irving Harold Bloom, 2001 A collection of eleven
chronologically arranged pieces of literary criticism on the works of twentieth-century American
author John Irving, with a chronology and secondary bibliography; essays cover the novels, The
World According to Garp, The Hotel New Hampshire, The 158-Pound Marriage, A Prayer for Owen
Meany, and The Cider House Rules.

the cider house rules by john irving: John Irving Josie P. Campbell, 1998-11-24 One of
America's most noted contemporary novelists, John Irving has created a body of fiction of
extraordinary range, moving with ease from romance to fairytale to thriller. Although his fiction
follows in the tradition of the great 19th-century world novelists, he is a quintessential American
writer—his novels are laced with broad humor, farce, and absurd situations. He does not hesitate to
tackle the troubling issues that have faced our nation in the past few decades, such as war, racism,
sexism, abortion, violence, and AIDS. This study offers a clear, accessible reading of Irving's fiction.
It analyzes in turn all of his novels from Setting Free the Bears (1968) to his newest novel A Widow
for One Year (1998). It also provides the reader with a complete bibliography of Irving's fiction, as
well as selected reviews and criticism. Following a biographical chapter on Irving's life, an overview
of his fiction explores his work in light of his literary heritage and use of a variety of genres. Each of
the following chapters examines an individual novel: Setting Free the Bears (1968), The
Water-Method Man (1972), The 158-Pound Marriage (1973), The World According to Garp (1976),
The Hotel New Hampshire (1981), The Cider House Rules (1985), A Prayer for Owen Meany (1989),
A Son of the Circus (1994), and A Widow for One Year (1998). The discussion of each novel includes
sections on plot and character development, thematic issues, and a new and fresh critical approach
from which to read the novel. Campbell explores the great moral range in Irving's novels. She shows
that all his novels deal with a character's quest to discover the self, a journey of raw energy that
touches us because we recognize it as our own. This study will help readers to appreciate the
experimental fiction that is Irving's trademark and his ability to capture the essence of American life
in the last part of the twentieth century.

the cider house rules by john irving: To Give Women a Choice Rebecca Graf, 2002

the cider house rules by john irving: The function of food representation and eating in John
Irving's "The Cider House Rules" Phyllis Wiechert, 2007-05-04 Seminar paper from the year 2000 in
the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2+, Free University of Berlin (Institut fiur Englisch
Philologie), course: Food and Drink in film and literature, language: English, abstract: The purpose
of this paper is to analyze the question of the function of food representation and eating in the novel
“The Cider House Rules” by John Irving, first published in 1985 by William Morrow. The relevance of
this question can already be found in the title of the novel. Since the title “The Cider House Rules”
combines food, or better drink with rules and housing, there must be some deeper connection
between them. What exactly is meant by these rules? These rules must be social agreements, which
again are connected to food and drink. The novel also relates to a local and regional culture, the
culture of apple growing, to Maine, and to certain social structures. It would be of interest to
analyze the influence food has on the novel’s main characters. All these questions lead to the main
question and are going to focus on the function that food and drink have in the novel. In the first



part, this paper gives background information on the novel’s settings in Maine and gives theoretical
reference to the cultural anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss and the social and literary critic Roland
Barthes. The second part will then focusing on Homer Wells, one of the main characters in the novel.
It concentrates on the influences the other characters have on Homer Wells, especially Dr. Larch,
Melony, Candy, Wally, and the migrants. Then the symbolic meaning of apples will be discussed.
Homer Wells’ most forming moments on the orchard will be explained and also how his life is
connected with apple farming. In the third part the relation of the title and the novel will be
analyzed. This includes also the reasons for the cider house. The results will be summarized in the
end.

the cider house rules by john irving: John Irving and Cultural Mourning Bouchra Belgaid,
2011-01-01 John Irving and Cultural Mourning offers a chronological survey of his eleven novels,
examining his prose via thematically focused chapters on postmodernism, the sixties, fatherhood,
narcissism, mourning and finally self-redemption.

the cider house rules by john irving: Here in St. Cloud's Peter Parnell, 2001 The Cider House
Rules is a two-part stage adaptation of the John Irving novel. Spanning eight decades of American
life, it tells the story of Dr. Wilbur Larch, founder of the St. Cloud's, Maine orphanage and hospital,
and of the complex father-son relationship he develops with the young orphan Homer Wells. Homer's
growth into adulthood begins first at St. Cloud's, and then out in the wide world, where he learns
about life and love and must ultimately decide whether to return to St. Cloud's and fulfill the destiny
his father has always believed in for him.

the cider house rules by john irving: A Study Guide for John Irving's The World
According to Garp Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24

the cider house rules by john irving: The Joy of Duty James Dillon, 2023-11-25 A corporate
executive is miserable and seeks the help of a psychotherapist. A college student is unhappy in her
current major and goes to her academic advisor. A married couple struggles with discord and seeks
the help of a licensed counsellor. In each case, the diagnosis and prescription will likely be the same:
you are miserable because you are not doing what you want. Your path to happiness thus lies in
figuring out what you enjoy doing, coming up with a strategy to satisfy these desires, and then
executing your plan. This is the standard approach to happiness used in much of today’s counselling
and psychotherapeutic practice. The Socratic, Stoic, and Confucian philosophical traditions tell a
different story: you are miserable because you are not doing what you must. Through historical and
contemporary case studies, analyses of key novels, reviews of modern psychological research,
interviews with struggling people, and close readings of philosophical texts, The Joy of Duty
illuminates the intimate connection between human joy and the performance of ethical obligation.

the cider house rules by john irving: The Cider House Rules: Here in St. Cloud's Peter
Parnell, 2001

the cider house rules by john irving: 1001 Books You Must Read Before You Die Peter
Boxall, 2012-01-10 Completely revised and updated to include the most up-to-date selections, this is
a bold and bright reference book to the novels and the writers that have excited the world's
imagination. This authoritative selection of novels, reviewed by an international team of writers,
critics, academics, and journalists, provides a new take on world classics and a reliable guide to
what's hot in contemporary fiction. Featuring more than 700 illustrations and photographs,
presenting quotes from individual novels and authors, and completely revised for 2012, this is the
ideal book for everybody who loves reading.

the cider house rules by john irving: The Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction, 3
Volume Set Brian W. Shaffer, 2011-01-18 This Encyclopedia offers an indispensable reference guide
to twentieth-century fiction in the English-language. With nearly 500 contributors and over one
million words, it is the most comprehensive and authoritative reference guide to twentieth-century
fiction in the English language. Contains over 500 entries of 1000-3000 words written in lucid,
jargon-free prose, by an international cast of leading scholars Arranged in three volumes covering
British and Irish Fiction, American Fiction, and World Fiction, with each volume edited by a leading



scholar in the field Entries cover major writers (such as Saul Bellow, Raymond Chandler, John
Steinbeck, Virginia Woolf, A.S. Byatt, Samual Beckett, D.H. Lawrence, Zadie Smith, Salman Rushdie,
V.S. Naipaul, Nadine Gordimer, Alice Munro, Chinua Achebe, J.M. Coetzee, and Ngligi Wa Thiong’o)
and their key works Examines the genres and sub-genres of fiction in English across the twentieth
century (including crime fiction, Sci-Fi, chick lit, the noir novel, and the avant-garde novel) as well
as the major movements, debates, and rubrics within the field, such as censorship, globalization,
modernist fiction, fiction and the film industry, and the fiction of migration, diaspora, and exile

the cider house rules by john irving: A Son of the Circus John Irving, 2009-09-23 A Hindi film
star, an American missionary, a pair of twins separated at birth, a diminutive chauffeur, and a serial
killer collide in a riotous novel by the author of The World According to Garp “His most entertaining
novel since Garp.”—The New York Times Book Review “A Son of the Circus is comic genius . . . get
ready for [John] Irving's most raucous novel to date.”—The Boston Globe “Dr. Farrokh Daruwalla,
reared in Bombay by maverick foes of tradition, educated in Vienna, married to an Austrian and long
a resident of Toronto, is a 59-year-old without a country, culture, or religion to call his own. ... The
novel may not be 'about' India, but Irving's imagined India, which Daruwalla visits periodically, is a
remarkable achievement—a pandemonium of servants and clubmen, dwarf clowns and transvestite
whores, missionaries and movie stars. This is a land of energetic colliding egos, of modern media
clashing with ancient cultures, of broken sexual boundaries.”—New York Newsday “His most daring
and most vibrant novel . . . The story of circus-as-India is told with gusto and delightful
irreverence.”—Bharati Mukherjee, The Washington Post Book World “Ringmaster Irving introduces
act after act, until three (or more) rings are awhirl at a lunatic pace. . . . [He] spills characters from
his imagination as agilely as improbable numbers of clowns pile out of a tiny car. . . . His Bombay
and his Indian characters are vibrant and convincing.”—The Wall Street Journal “Irresistible . . .
powerful . . . Irving's gift for dialogue shines.”—Chicago Tribune BONUS: This edition contains an
excerpt from John Irving's In One Person.

the cider house rules by john irving: Christians in the Movies Peter E. Dans, 2009 Contains
summaries of nearly two hundred Christian-themed movies made between 1905 and 2008, each with
commentary; arranged chronologically by decade to highlight the decline in positive portrayals.

the cider house rules by john irving: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza,
2006-05-17 From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature
as the foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas
Carol and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books
as Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHYS), is also offered.

the cider house rules by john irving: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff
Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Provides information on American authors and their works who
have been ignored by most literary guides.

the cider house rules by john irving: American Literature on Stage and Screen Thomas S.
Hischak, 2014-01-10 The 525 notable works of 19th and 20th century American fiction in this
reference book have many stage, movie, television, and video adaptations. Each literary work is
described and then every adaptation is examined with a discussion of how accurate the version is
and how well it succeeds in conveying the spirit of the original in a different medium. In addition to
famous novels and short stories by authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and



Willa Cather, many bestsellers, mysteries, children's books, young adult books, horror novels,
science fiction, detective stories, and sensational potboilers from the past two centuries are
examined.

the cider house rules by john irving: The Columbia Literary History of the United States
Emory Elliott, 1988-02-15 For the first time in four decades, there exists an authoritative and
up-to-date survey of the literature of the United States, from prehistoric cave narratives to the
radical movements of the sixties and the experimentation of the eighties. This comprehensive
volume—one of the century's most important books in American studies—extensively treats
Hawthorne, Melville, Dickinson, Hemingway, and other long-cherished writers, while also giving
considerable attention to recently discovered writers such as Kate Chopin and to literary movements
and forms of writing not studied amply in the past. Informed by the most current critical and
theoretical ideas, it sets forth a generation's interpretation of the rise of American civilization and
culture. The Columbia Literary History of the United States contains essays by today's foremost
scholars and critics, overseen by a board of distinguished editors headed by Emory Elliott of
Princeton University. These contributors reexamine in contemporary terms traditional subjects such
as the importance of Puritanism, Romanticism, and frontier humor in American life and writing, but
they also fully explore themes and materials that have only begun to receive deserved attention in
the last two decades. Among these are the role of women as writers, readers, and literary subjects
and the impact of writers from minority groups, both inside and outside the literary establishment.
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