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The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language: Unlocking the Structure of English

the cambridge grammar of the english language stands as a monumental work in the field of
linguistics and English language studies. For anyone fascinated by the intricacies of English grammar
or seeking a definitive guide to how English works, this comprehensive reference is an invaluable
resource. Far beyond a simple grammar book, it offers deep insights into syntax, semantics, and the
practical use of English, making it a cornerstone for linguists, educators, and advanced learners alike.

What Is The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language?

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (CGEL) is a detailed descriptive grammar book
authored by Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pullum, published in 2002. It represents one of the
most thorough and authoritative accounts of modern English grammar, covering everything from
sentence structure to word formation with remarkable clarity and precision.

Unlike traditional prescriptive grammar guides that tell you how to use English “correctly,” CGEL
describes how English is actually used in both spoken and written forms. This approach helps readers
understand not only grammatical rules but also the flexibility and variability inherent in the English
language.

Why CGEL Is Different From Other Grammar Books

Many grammar books focus on teaching grammar rules for writing or school purposes. In contrast, the
Cambridge Grammar of the English Language takes a linguistic perspective, presenting English
grammar as a living, evolving system. It emphasizes:

- The distinction between syntax (sentence structure) and morphology (word forms).
- How context influences grammatical choices.
- The roles of different parts of speech beyond traditional labels.
- Detailed discussions on complex topics such as tense, aspect, modality, and complement clauses.

This makes CGEL particularly useful for linguists, language teachers, advanced students, and anyone
interested in the scientific study of English.

Exploring the Key Features of The Cambridge Grammar



of the English Language

Delving into the pages of the Cambridge Grammar reveals several standout features that set it apart
from other linguistic resources.

Comprehensive Coverage of English Grammar

CGEL covers a broad spectrum of grammatical topics, including:

- Sentence types: declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamative.
- Phrase structure: noun phrases, verb phrases, prepositional phrases, and more.
- Clause types and their functions.
- The use of tense, aspect, and mood in verbs.
- Word classes with nuanced classifications beyond traditional parts of speech.
- Syntax of complex constructions like relative clauses, passive voice, and coordination.

This depth ensures that readers can find detailed explanations of virtually any grammatical
phenomenon they encounter in English.

Clear Explanations Backed by Examples

One of the strengths of the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language is its balance between
academic rigor and accessibility. While the book is scholarly, it uses clear explanations and numerous
examples drawn from real English usage. This makes complex topics easier to grasp and
demonstrates grammar in context.

How The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language
Benefits Different Users

Whether you are an English teacher, a student, a linguist, or simply someone passionate about
language, CGEL offers unique advantages.

For Teachers and Educators

English teachers can use insights from CGEL to deepen their understanding of grammar beyond
textbook rules. This helps in explaining tricky concepts to students and addressing common
misconceptions. Its descriptive approach encourages teaching grammar as a system rather than a set
of arbitrary rules, which can foster more meaningful learning.



For Students and Language Learners

Advanced students learning English as a second language will find CGEL invaluable for mastering the
subtleties of English syntax and morphology. It can serve as a reference guide to clarify doubts about
sentence construction, verb usage, or word order. Moreover, understanding grammar descriptively
can boost learners’ confidence in both writing and speaking.

For Linguists and Researchers

The Cambridge Grammar stands as a benchmark for linguistic research on English. Its detailed
analyses and theoretical framework support academic studies and help standardize terminology in
English grammar research. Scholars rely on CGEL for accurate descriptions and for exploring the
interface between syntax and semantics.

Insights into English Grammar from The Cambridge
Grammar

Reading the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language can transform how you perceive English
grammar. Here are some fascinating insights the book offers:

The Fluidity of Word Classes

CGEL challenges the rigid traditional categories of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs by showing
how many words can function in different roles depending on context. This flexibility is key to
understanding English’s dynamic nature.

Understanding Tense and Aspect

The book does a thorough job explaining how English combines tense and aspect (like present perfect
or past continuous) to convey nuanced meanings about time and action. This clarity helps learners
use verb forms more accurately.

The Role of Function Words

Small words like prepositions, auxiliaries, and conjunctions often hold the key to sentence meaning.
The Cambridge Grammar highlights their importance in shaping grammatical relationships and
meaning within sentences.



Tips for Using The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Effectively

Given its depth and detail, approaching the Cambridge Grammar can be overwhelming at first. Here
are some tips to make the most out of this resource:

- Start with sections relevant to your needs rather than trying to read it cover to cover.
- Use the extensive index and glossary to quickly find explanations.
- Compare CGEL examples with sentences you encounter in real life to see grammar in action.
- Take notes on explanations that clarify recurring difficulties you face.
- Combine CGEL with other learning materials like style guides or usage dictionaries for a well-
rounded understanding.

Complementary Resources and Related Works

While the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language is comprehensive, pairing it with other
resources can enhance your grasp of English grammar:

- "A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar" by Huddleston and Pullum offers a more accessible
version of CGEL.
- "English Grammar Today" by Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy provides practical grammar
guidance for learners.
- Online linguistic corpora such as the British National Corpus can illustrate CGEL principles with
authentic language samples.

Using these tools together creates a robust framework for mastering English grammar.

As you explore the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language, you’ll notice how it elevates
grammar from a set of dry rules to a fascinating system that shapes how we communicate. Whether
your interest is academic, professional, or personal, this work opens a window into the structure and
beauty of English that few other resources offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language'?
'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language' is a comprehensive descriptive grammar of
English, authored by Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pullum, published in 2002.

Who are the authors of 'The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language'?
The grammar was authored by Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pullum, both renowned linguists
specializing in English grammar.



What distinguishes 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language' from traditional English grammars?
Unlike traditional prescriptive grammars, it provides a detailed, descriptive, and modern linguistic
analysis of English grammar based on contemporary linguistic theory.

How comprehensive is 'The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language'?
It covers virtually all aspects of English grammar, including syntax, morphology, and semantics, in
over 1,800 pages, making it one of the most detailed grammars available.

Is 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language' suitable
for beginners?
The book is primarily aimed at advanced students, linguists, and language professionals due to its
detailed technical language and in-depth analysis.

What linguistic approach does 'The Cambridge Grammar of
the English Language' use?
It uses a functional and generative approach, integrating insights from modern linguistic theory,
including phrase structure grammar and syntax.

Can 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language' help
with understanding modern English usage?
Yes, it provides extensive examples from contemporary English and explains current usage patterns,
making it a valuable resource for understanding modern English.

Are there any digital or online versions of 'The Cambridge
Grammar of the English Language'?
Yes, Cambridge University Press offers digital versions and e-books of the grammar, making it
accessible for online and mobile use.

How is 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language'
cited in academic work?
It is typically cited as Huddleston, R. & Pullum, G.K. (2002). The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language. Cambridge University Press.

Has 'The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language'



influenced English grammar teaching?
Yes, it has influenced modern grammar teaching and linguistic research by providing a detailed and
descriptive framework, although its complexity means it is more often used as a reference than a
textbook.

Additional Resources
The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language: A Definitive Resource for Linguists and Educators

the cambridge grammar of the english language stands as a monumental work in the field of
linguistics, offering an exhaustive and authoritative description of English grammar. First published in
2002, this tome has since become a cornerstone reference for linguists, language educators, and
advanced students. Its comprehensive nature and descriptive approach distinguish it from
prescriptive grammars, making it a critical tool for understanding the complexities and nuances of
English syntax, morphology, and usage.

In-depth Analysis of The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (CGEL), authored primarily by Rodney Huddleston
and Geoffrey K. Pullum, represents decades of linguistic research synthesized into a single volume
exceeding 1,700 pages. Unlike traditional grammar books, which often rely on outdated prescriptive
rules, CGEL offers a descriptive framework based on contemporary linguistic theory, particularly
generative grammar and corpus linguistics. This approach allows the grammar to capture real-world
usage and structural variations in modern English.

One of the defining features of CGEL is its meticulous attention to detail. It does not merely outline
parts of speech and sentence patterns but delves into subtleties such as the behavior of prepositions,
the syntax of relative clauses, and the distinctions between different types of verb phrases. The
grammar’s use of precise terminology and formal syntactic trees provides clarity and rigour,
appealing to readers who seek a deeper understanding beyond surface-level grammar rules.

Comprehensive Coverage and Structure

The structure of The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language is methodical and user-friendly
despite its size. It begins with foundational concepts such as word classes and phrases before
advancing to complex topics like clause structure, sentence types, and discourse-level phenomena.
This logical progression facilitates both reference and study.

Key sections include:

Word Classes and Phrases: Detailed classification of nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions, and conjunctions.



Clause Structure: In-depth treatment of finite and non-finite clauses, including embedded and
coordinate clauses.

Syntax and Semantics: Analysis of syntax in relation to meaning, highlighting functional
distinctions.

Pragmatics and Discourse: Exploration of information structure, topic-focus articulation, and
conversational implicature.

This breadth ensures that CGEL serves both as a reference grammar for linguists and a teaching
resource for advanced English language courses.

Comparisons with Other Grammar References

When compared to other prominent grammars, such as the Oxford English Grammar or the Longman
Grammar of Spoken and Written English, CGEL is distinguished by its theoretical depth and
descriptive precision. While Longman’s grammar emphasizes frequency and usage based on corpus
data, and Oxford’s grammar offers accessible explanations for learners, CGEL is more technical and
analytical, making it better suited for academic and professional users.

Its comprehensive nature also contrasts with traditional style guides like Fowler’s Modern English
Usage, which focus largely on prescriptive norms and stylistic advice rather than structural analysis.
For researchers engaged in syntactic theory or applied linguistics, CGEL remains unmatched in its
scope and methodological rigor.

Features That Define The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

Several features contribute to the enduring relevance and authority of CGEL in the study of English
grammar.

Descriptive Rather Than Prescriptive Approach

One of the core philosophies of CGEL is its commitment to describing how English is actually used
rather than enforcing rules about how it should be used. This makes it invaluable for linguists
analyzing spoken and written corpora, as well as for educators who aim to teach grammar as a living,
evolving system rather than a fixed set of rules. The grammar acknowledges regional, stylistic, and
contextual variations, providing examples from a wide range of registers.



Integration of Modern Linguistic Theories

CGEL incorporates insights from generative grammar, cognitive linguistics, and corpus linguistics,
blending them into a coherent framework. For instance, its treatment of syntax employs tree
diagrams to illustrate phrase structure and dependency relationships, aiding in the visualization of
sentence construction. This theoretical foundation allows for more precise explanations of ambiguous
or complex phenomena such as ellipsis, coordination, and movement.

Extensive Examples and Corpus-Based Evidence

The grammar is notable for its extensive use of authentic examples drawn from a variety of sources,
including literature, journalism, and conversation transcripts. This empirical grounding strengthens its
claims and provides readers with realistic contexts for grammatical structures. Unlike many
traditional grammars, which rely heavily on invented examples, CGEL’s reliance on corpus data
enhances its credibility and relevance.

Pros and Cons of Using The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

No resource is without its limitations, and understanding the strengths and weaknesses of CGEL helps
users make informed decisions about its applicability.

Pros

Authoritative and Comprehensive: Covers virtually all aspects of English grammar with
unparalleled detail.

Descriptive and Objective: Avoids prescriptivism, reflecting actual language use.

Rich in Examples: Uses authentic data to illustrate points, enhancing understanding.

Theoretically Informed: Supports advanced linguistic study with formal analysis tools.

Cons

Complexity: The technical language and depth may be intimidating for casual learners or non-
specialists.



Cost and Accessibility: The volume’s size and price can be prohibitive for some individuals or
institutions.

Limited Focus on Pedagogy: While excellent for reference, it is less tailored for classroom
teaching or beginner audiences.

Impact on Linguistics and Language Teaching

Since its publication, The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language has influenced both academic
research and language education. Linguists frequently cite it in syntactic and semantic studies, while
lexicographers and language technologists use it as a foundation for dictionary compilations and
natural language processing algorithms. In language teaching, it encourages a shift toward
descriptive grammar instruction, promoting a deeper understanding of language mechanics rather
than rote memorization of rules.

The work’s detailed analyses also aid in raising awareness about the diversity and dynamism of
English, supporting the teaching of English as a global language with numerous varieties and evolving
norms.

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language remains a highly respected, if demanding, resource
that continues to shape how English grammar is understood and taught worldwide. Its blend of
rigorous analysis, descriptive accuracy, and comprehensive scope ensures that it will remain
indispensable for linguists and educators in the years to come.

The Cambridge Grammar Of The English Language

  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Rodney D. Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2002 Publisher description: This book
presents a new and comprehensive descriptive grammar of English, written by the principal authors
in collaboration with an international research team of a dozen linguists in five countries. It
represents a major advance over previous grammars by virtue of drawing systematically on the
linguistic research carried out on English during the last forty years. It incorporates insights from
the theoretical literature but presents them in a way that is accessible to readers without formal
training in linguistics. It is based on a sounder and more consistent descriptive framework than
previous large-scale grammars, and includes much more explanation of grammatical terms and
concepts, together with justification for the ways in which the analysis differs from traditional
grammar. The book contains twenty chapters and a guide to further reading. Its usefulness is
enhanced by diagrams of sentence structure, cross-references between sections, a comprehensive
index, and user-friendly design and typography throughout.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge Grammar of English Ronald
Carter, Michael McCarthy, 2006-02-27 A major reference grammar offering comprehensive coverage
of spoken and written English based on real everyday usage. With its clear, two part structure, this
is a user-friendly book from the world's leading English grammar publisher. The version with
accompanying CD-ROM (Windows only) makes Cambridge Grammar of English even more accessible

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/the-cambridge-grammar-of-the-english-language.pdf


with: • The whole book in handy, searchable format. • Audio recordings of all the examples from the
book. • Links to the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary online for instant definitions of new
vocabulary.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge grammar of English : a
comprehensive guide ; spoken and written English grammar and usage ; [Cambridge
international corpus] Ronald Carter, Michael McCarthy, 2007
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: A Student's Introduction to English
Grammar Rodney Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2005-02-17 This groundbreaking undergraduate
textbook on modern Standard English grammar is the first to be based on the revolutionary
advances of the authors' previous work, The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (2002).
The analyses defended there are outlined here more briefly, in an engagingly accessible and
informal style. Errors of the older tradition of English grammar are noted and corrected, and the
excesses of prescriptive usage manuals are firmly rebutted in specially highlighted notes that
explain what older authorities have called 'incorrect' and show why those authorities are mistaken.
This book is intended for students in colleges or universities who have little or no previous
background in grammar, and presupposes no linguistics. It contains exercises, and will provide a
basis for introductions to grammar and courses on the structure of English not only in linguistics
departments but also in English language and literature departments and schools of education.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: A Student's Introduction to English
Grammar Rodney Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, Brett Reynolds, 2021-11-25 A new edition of a
successful undergraduate textbook on contemporary international Standard English grammar, based
on Huddleston and Pullum's earlier award-winning work, The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language (2002). The analyses defended there are outlined here more briefly, in an engagingly
accessible and informal style. Errors of the older tradition of English grammar are noted and
corrected, and the excesses of prescriptive usage manuals are firmly rebutted in specially
highlighted notes that explain what older authorities have called 'incorrect' and show why those
authorities are mistaken. Intended for students in colleges or universities who have little or no
background in grammar or linguistics, this teaching resource contains numerous exercises and
online resources suitable for any course on the structure of English in either linguistics or English
departments. A thoroughly modern undergraduate textbook, rewritten in an easy-to-read
conversational style with a minimum of technical and theoretical terminology.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Introduction to the Grammar of
English Rodney Huddleston, 1984-09-27 Written for students without knowledge of linguistics and
unfamiliar with traditional grammar, this text concentrates on providing a much needed foundation
in Standard English in preparation for more advanced work in theoretical linguistics.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge Grammar Of English With
Cd-Rom (south Asian Edition) Ronald Carter, Ronald Carter & Michael Mccarthy, 2012 The
Cambridge Grammar of English is a major new reference grammar from the world's leading
grammar publisher. Written by highly respected experts in the field using extensive corpus research,
it offers comprehensive coverage of spoken and written English based on real everyday usage. A
clear two-part structure makes the book particularly user-friendly. In the first section, A-Z entries
give more attention to language areas that tend to be neglected in other grammar reference books.
The second section covers traditional grammatical categories including the latest insights into how
grammar varies between spoken and written language.The accompanying CD-ROM makes the
Cambridge Grammar of English even more accessible with: The whole book in handy, searchable
format Audio recordings of all example sentences from the book Links to the Cambridge Advanced
Learner s Dictionary online for instant definitions of new vocabulary
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language Rodney D. Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2002-04 This grammar for the 21st
century combines clear grammatical principles with non-technical explanations of all terms and
concepts used.



  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge Grammar of English
Paperback with CD-ROM Ronald Carter, Michael McCarthy, 2006-03-20 A major reference
grammar offering comprehensive coverage of spoken and written English based on real everyday
usage. With its clear, two part structure, this is a user-friendly book from the world's leading English
grammar publisher. The accompanying CD-ROM (Windows only) makes Cambridge Grammar of
English even more accessible with: • The whole book in handy, searchable format. • Audio
recordings of all the examples from the book. • Links to the Cambridge Advanced Learner's
Dictionary online for instant definitions of new vocabulary.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Syntax and Semantics of Spatial P Anna
Asbury, 2008 The category P belongs to a less studied area in theoretical linguistics, which has only
recently attracted considerable attention. This volume brings together pioneering work on
adpositions in spatial relations from different theoretical and cross-linguistic perspectives. The
common theme in these contributions is the complex semantic and syntactic structure of PPs.
Analyses are presented in several different frameworks and approaches, including generative
syntax, optimality theoretic semantics and syntax, formal semantics, mathematical modeling, lexical
syntax, and pragmatics. Among the languages featured in detail are English, German, Hebrew, Igbo,
Italian, Japanese, and Persian. This volume will be of interest to students and researchers of formal
semantics, syntax and language typology, as well as scholars with a more general interest in spatial
cognition.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Rhythmic Grammar Julia Schlüter, 2005
Focusing on the frequently neglected influence of rhythm on variation and change in English
grammar, this book provides a groundbreaking study of interactions at the interface between
phonology and morphosyntax. It refines available descriptions of
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: An Introduction to English Grammar
Gerald Nelson, Sidney Greenbaum, 2013-11-04 An Introduction to English grammar provides a
comprehensive overview of all aspects of English grammar, and can be used in the classroom, for
self-study, or as a reference book. The book is organised in two parts – on grammar and its
applications – and provides everything a beginning student needs to get to grips with the theory and
practice of English usage, including sections on style, punctuation and spelling. This third edition
has been fully revised and updated to include an expanded section on English in Use, usage notes
highlighting common errors, updated exercises, a glossary and a companion website with further
graded exercises.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The English Language Gerald P.
Delahunty, James J. Garvey, 2010-05-14 Grounded in linguistic research and argumentation, THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE: FROM SOUND TO SE01 General/tradeE offers readers who have little or no
analytic understanding of English a thorough treatment of the various components of the language.
Its goal is to help readers become independent language analysts capable of critically evaluating
claims about the language and the people who use it.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
English Language David Crystal, 2003-08-25 Rarely has a book so packed with accurate and well
researched factual information been so widely read and popularly acclaimed. This Second Edition of
The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language has been fully revised for a new generation of
language-lovers. The book is longer and includes extensive new material on world English and
Internet English, in addition to completely updated statistics, further reading suggestions and other
references. First Edition Hb (1995): 0-521-40179-8 First Edition Pb (1997): 0-521-59655-6 David
Crystal is a leading authority on language, and author of many books, including most recently
Shakespeare's Words (Penguin, 2002), Language and the Internet (Cambridge, 2001) and Language
Death (Cambridge, 2000). An internationally renowned writer, journal editor, lecturer and
broadcaster, he received an Order of the British Empire in 1995 for his services to the English
language.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Oxford Reference Guide to English



Morphology Laurie Bauer, Rochelle Lieber, Ingo Plag, 2015 The first comprehensive description of
English word formation covers inflection and derivation, compounding, conversion, and minor
processes such as subtractive morphology. It combines theory-neutral presentation of data with
theoretically informed analysis. Winner of the 2015 Bloomfield Book Award and written by three
outstanding scholars, this is a vital reference for all linguists.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Handbook of English Linguistics
Bas Aarts, April McMahon, Lars Hinrichs, 2023-02-13 Second edition of this popular Handbook
bringing together stimulating discussions of core English linguistics topics in a single, authoritative
volume—includes numerous new and thoroughly updated chapters The second edition of the popular
Handbook of English Linguistics brings together stimulating discussions of the core topics in English
linguistics in a single, authoritative volume. Written by an international team of experts, the
chapters cover syntax, methodology, phonetics and phonology, lexis and morphology, variation,
stylistics, and discourse, and also provide discussions of theoretical and descriptive research in the
field. The revised edition includes new and updated chapters on English Corpus Linguistics,
experimental approaches, complements and adjuncts, English phonology and morphology,
lexicography, and more. In-depth yet accessible chapters introduce key areas of English linguistics,
discuss relevant research, and suggest future research directions. An important academic
contribution to the field, this book: Presents thirty-two in-depth, yet accessible, chapters that discuss
new research findings across the field, written by both established and emerging scholars from
around the world Builds upon the very successful first edition, published in 2006 Incorporates new
trends in English linguistics, including digital research methods and theoretical advances in all
subfields Suggests future research directions The Handbook of English Linguistics, 2nd Edition is an
essential reference work for researchers and students working in the field of English language and
linguistics.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Studies in the History of the English
Language VI Michael Adams, Laurel J. Brinton, R.D. Fulk, 2014-12-12 The relationships among
data, evidence, and methodology in English historical linguistics are perennially vexed. This volume
– which ranges chronologically from Old to Present-Day English and from manuscripts to corpora –
challenges a wide variety of assumptions and practices and illustrates how diverse methods and
approaches construct evidence for historical linguistic arguments from an increasingly large and
diverse body of linguistic data.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: Unbounded Dependency
Constructions Rui P. Chaves, Michael T. Putnam, 2020-12-15 This book is about one of the most
intriguing features of human communication systems: the fact that words that go together in
meaning can occur arbitrarily far away from each other. In the sentence This is technology that most
people think about, but rarely consider the implications of, the word 'technology' is interpreted as if
it were simultaneously next to the words 'about' and 'of'. This kind of long-distance dependency has
been the subject of intense linguistic and psycholinguistic research for the last half century, and
offers a unique insight into the nature of grammatical structures and their interaction with
cognition. The constructions in which these unbounded dependencies arise are remarkably difficult
to model and come with a rather puzzling array of constraints that have often defied
characterization or proper explanation. This work provides a detailed survey of these constructions
and the factors responsible for their creation and comprehension, describes new experimental
evidence that sheds light on the nature of the phenomenon, and suggests new avenues for future
research. The volume will be of interest to graduate students and researchers in the fields of
morphosyntax, psycholinguistics, and cognitive science.
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: A Contribution to the Study of Conversion
in English Isabel Balteiro, 2006 This work intends to provide new insights on a controversial
word-formation phenomenon or process known as conversion or zero-derivation. It offers a critical
review of previous theories and approaches to this subject but it also attempts to provide a new
definition, discusses the appropriateness of using one term or the other to name the phenomenon,



and identifies its main characteristics. For doing so, it discusses issues such as whether (1.) the
category or word-class change is a strictly necessary condition, (2.) priority is to be given to the
syntactic function or rather to the change of word-class, and (3.) the result of the process is a
derived word, two different and independent units or rather, one form with two clearly differentiated
units. Moreover, this study delimits conversion versus other linguistic phenomena with apparently
similar results (levelling, ellipsis, shortening, among others), and discusses its different types or
classifications (partial and total conversion, and change of secondary word-class). The conclusion is
that, despite the appearance of being a jack-in-the-box or a dumping ground in which any linguistic
process involving two formally identical elements may be included, conversion can be both delimited
and distinguished from other phenomena with (apparent) similar results.The book has been awarded
the national prize Leocadio Martín Mingorance de Lengua y Lingüística inglesas (XII edición), the
English Language and Linguistics prize Leocadio Martín Mingorance (12th edition). This prize is
awarded by AEDEAN: Asociación Española de Estudios Anglo-norteamericanos (Spanish Association
for English and American Studies).
  the cambridge grammar of the english language: The Changing Face of Corpus
Linguistics Antoinette Renouf, Andrew Kehoe, 2016-08 Preliminary Material /Antoinette Renouf
and Andrew Kehoe -- The corpus-user's chorus: (Based on The Major General's Song from Gilbert
and Sullivan's The Pirates of Penzance) /Antoinette Renouf and Andrew Kehoe -- Introduction: The
changing face of corpus linguistics /Antoinette Renouf and Andrew Kehoe -- Oh Canada! Towards the
Corpus of Early Ontario English /Stefan Dollinger -- Favoring Americanisms? vs. before and in Early
English in Australia: A corpus-based approach /Clemens Fritz -- Computing the Lexicons of Early
Modern English /Ian Lancashire -- EFL dictionaries, grammars and language guides from 1700 to
1850: testing a new corpus on points of spokenness /Manfred Markus -- The Old English Apollonius
of Tyre in the light of the Old English Concordancer /Antonio Miranda García , Javier Calle Martín ,
David Moreno Olalla and Gustavo Muñoz González -- Prediction with SHALL and WILL: a diachronic
perspective /Maurizio Gotti -- Circumstantial adverbials in discourse: a synchronic and a diachronic
perspective /Anneli Meurman-Solin and Päivi Pahta -- Changes in textual structures of book
advertisements in the ZEN Corpus /Caren auf dem Keller -- “Curtains like these are selling right in
the city of Chicago for USD 1.50” - The mediopassive in American 20th-century advertising language
/Marianne Hundt -- Recent grammatical change in written English 1961-1992: some preliminary
findings of a comparison of American with British English /Geoffrey Leech and Nicholas Smith --
Social variation in the use of apology formulae in the British National Corpus /Mats Deutschmann --
How recent is recent? On overcoming interpretational difficulties /Göran Kjellmer -- Looking at
looking: Functions and contexts of progressives in spoken English and 'school' English /Ute Römer --
Ditransitives, the Given Before New principle, and textual retrievability: a corpus-based study using
ICECUP /Gabriel Ozón -- The Spanish pragmatic marker pues and its English equivalents /Anna-Brita
Stenström -- WebCorp: A tool for online linguistic information retrieval and analysis /Barry Morley --
Diachronic linguistic analysis on the web with WebCorp /Andrew Kehoe -- New ways of analysing
ESL on the WWW with WebCorp and WebPhraseCount /Josef Schmied -- I'm like, “Hey, it works!”:
Using GlossaNet to find attestations of the quotative (be) like in English-language newspapers
/Cédrick Fairon and John V. Singler -- Corpus linguistics and English reference grammars /Joybrato
Mukherjee -- Tracking ongoing grammatical change and recent diversification in present-day
standard English: the complementary role of small and large corpora /Christian Mair -- but it will
take time...points of view on a lexical grammar of English /Michaela Mahlberg -- Corpus linguistics,
grammar and theory: Report on a panel discussion at the 24th ICAME conference /Jan Aarts.
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