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Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan: Understanding the Historical and Political Context

Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan is a pivotal chapter in the country's recent history that has shaped not
only Afghanistan’s political landscape but also global geopolitics. The emergence of the Taliban movement
in the early 1990s was not an isolated event; rather, it was the culmination of decades of conflict, foreign
intervention, and socio-political upheaval. To truly grasp the complexity behind the Taliban's ascent, one
must delve into the historical, cultural, and geopolitical factors that influenced their rise and the subsequent
impact they have had on Afghanistan and beyond.

The Historical Backdrop: Afghanistan before the Taliban

Before the Taliban emerged as a dominant force, Afghanistan was a nation marked by decades of instability.
The Soviet invasion in 1979 triggered a brutal decade-long conflict, often referred to as the Soviet-Afghan
War. Afghan Mujahideen fighters, supported by the United States, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia, resisted
Soviet forces, turning the country into a battleground of Cold War interests.

The Soviet Withdrawal and Power Vacuum

When the Soviet troops withdrew in 1989, Afghanistan was left fractured and severely weakened. The
communist government, propped up by Soviet support, struggled to maintain control. Various Mujahideen
factions, which had once united against the Soviets, began warring among themselves for control of the
country. This civil war devastated the nation, creating widespread chaos and suffering for the Afghan
people.

Impact of Tribal Dynamics and Ethnic Divisions

Afghanistan’s complex tapestry of ethnic groups—Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, and others—played a
significant role in the ensuing power struggles. Tribal loyalties and ethnic tensions often exacerbated
conflicts between different factions. This fragmentation made it difficult for any single group to establish
stable governance, setting the stage for a new force to rise promising order and unity.



The Emergence and Rise of the Taliban Movement

The Taliban, a Pashtun-dominated Islamist movement, originated in the early 1990s in southern
Afghanistan, particularly in Kandahar province. Their name, “Taliban,” means “students” in Pashto,
reflecting their origins among religious seminaries (madrasas) in Pakistan.

Roots in Religious Education and Pakistani Influence

Many Taliban members were educated in conservative Deobandi Islamic schools in Pakistan, where they
were exposed to a strict interpretation of Islamic law. The role of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
in supporting and nurturing the Taliban cannot be overstated. Pakistan saw the Taliban as a strategic ally to
create a friendly government in Kabul and secure its western borders.

Promises of Stability and Justice

Amid the chaos of civil war, the Taliban gained popularity by promising to restore security, enforce law
and order, and eradicate corruption. Their strict, though controversial, enforcement of Sharia law appealed
to many war-weary Afghans desperate for peace and stability. By 1996, they had captured Kabul and
declared the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, controlling most of the country.

Key Factors Behind the Taliban’s Rapid Ascendancy

Understanding why the Taliban rose so quickly involves looking at multiple factors beyond military
conquest.

Weakness of Rival Factions

The Mujahideen groups that dominated post-Soviet Afghanistan were fragmented and often more focused
on personal power than national unity. Their inability to establish effective governance alienated many
Afghans who viewed the Taliban as a force capable of ending the anarchy.

External Support and Regional Dynamics

Pakistan’s strategic support, including funding, training, and sanctuary, was crucial. In addition, Saudi



Arabia and the United Arab Emirates recognized the Taliban regime diplomatically, lending them a degree
of international legitimacy during their rule. This external backing bolstered the Taliban’s military
capabilities and political standing.

Socioeconomic Desperation and Rural Support

Afghanistan's rural population, which represented the majority, was suffering from poverty, displacement,
and insecurity. The Taliban’s message of religious governance and social order resonated strongly in these
regions, where government influence was minimal.

The Impact of the Taliban’s Rise on Afghanistan and the World

The Taliban’s rise had profound consequences for Afghanistan’s society, politics, and international relations.

Establishment of the Islamic Emirate and Sharia Law

Once in power, the Taliban imposed a harsh version of Islamic law, severely restricting women’s rights,
banning most forms of entertainment, and enforcing strict dress codes. This rigid governance drew
widespread condemnation, especially concerning human rights abuses.

International Isolation and the Rise of Extremism

The Taliban’s harboring of terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda led to Afghanistan becoming a focal point for
global terrorism concerns. After the September 11 attacks in 2001, the international community, led by the
United States, launched a military campaign to oust the Taliban.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Although removed from power in 2001, the Taliban never disappeared. They regrouped in rural areas and
continued an insurgency against the Afghan government and foreign forces for two decades. Their
resilience and ability to regain control in 2021 underscored the enduring influence they hold in
Afghanistan.



Lessons from the Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan

The complex story behind the Taliban’s rise offers important lessons for policymakers, analysts, and
observers of international affairs.

Addressing Root Causes of Conflict

One key takeaway is the importance of tackling the underlying causes of instability—such as ethnic
divisions, poverty, and lack of governance—rather than focusing solely on military solutions. Sustainable
peace requires addressing these structural issues.

Understanding Regional Interests

The role of neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan, highlights how regional dynamics can
significantly shape outcomes in conflict zones. Effective peacebuilding efforts must incorporate regional
stakeholders in constructive ways.

Balancing Security and Human Rights

While the Taliban initially gained support by restoring security, their oppressive policies led to widespread
human suffering. Any future efforts to engage with or counter such groups must consider how to balance
order with respect for human rights and inclusiveness.

The rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan remains a deeply complex phenomenon, reflecting decades of
conflict, ideological currents, and geopolitical maneuvering. It is a story that continues to evolve, shaping
the future of Afghanistan and impacting international security and diplomacy in profound ways.
Understanding its origins and dynamics is crucial for anyone seeking to comprehend the challenges and
possibilities in this troubled yet resilient country.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contributed to the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan?
The rise of the Taliban was influenced by decades of conflict, including the Soviet invasion, Afghan civil
war, weak central government, and support from Pakistan, as well as public frustration with corruption
and instability.



When did the Taliban first come to power in Afghanistan?
The Taliban first came to power in Afghanistan in 1996, establishing the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
and ruling most of the country until 2001.

How did the withdrawal of US troops impact the Taliban's resurgence?
The US troop withdrawal, completed in 2021, created a security vacuum that the Taliban exploited, rapidly
advancing across Afghanistan and eventually recapturing Kabul.

What role did Pakistan play in the rise of the Taliban?
Pakistan provided strategic, logistical, and sometimes military support to the Taliban, viewing them as a
means to exert influence in Afghanistan and counter Indian presence.

How did the Afghan government's weaknesses contribute to the Taliban's
rise?
The Afghan government's corruption, lack of effective governance, and low morale among security forces
weakened resistance to the Taliban, facilitating their rapid territorial gains.

What was the international community's response to the Taliban's return
to power in 2021?
The international community expressed concern over human rights, especially women's rights, imposed
sanctions, and debated recognition of the Taliban government, while also providing humanitarian aid.

How has the Taliban's ideology influenced their governance in
Afghanistan?
The Taliban's strict interpretation of Sharia law has shaped their governance, leading to restrictions on
women's rights, media censorship, and harsh punishments according to their religious views.

What impact has the Taliban's rise had on Afghan civilians?
The Taliban's rise has caused widespread fear, displacement, economic hardship, and restrictions on
freedoms, particularly affecting women, minorities, and those associated with the former government.



Additional Resources
**The Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan: An Analytical Review**

Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan marks one of the most significant geopolitical events of the 21st century,
with far-reaching implications for regional stability, international security, and humanitarian concerns.
Understanding this complex phenomenon requires an examination of historical context, internal dynamics,
and external influences that contributed to the Taliban’s resurgence. This article provides a detailed
exploration of the factors underpinning the Taliban’s ascent, dissecting key phases, strategic maneuvers, and
the broader consequences for Afghanistan and the global community.

Historical Context Behind the Taliban’s Emergence

The roots of the Taliban’s rise in Afghanistan trace back to the late 20th century, particularly during the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979-1989). The ensuing conflict created a fertile ground for militant
groups, including the mujahideen, who received support from the United States, Pakistan, and Saudi
Arabia. After the Soviet withdrawal, Afghanistan plunged into a brutal civil war among various factions
vying for power. Amid this chaos, the Taliban emerged in the early 1990s from religious seminaries in
Pakistan, predominantly composed of Pashtun students (talibs) advocating for a strict interpretation of Sunni
Islam.

By 1996, the Taliban had captured Kabul and established the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, imposing
severe restrictions on civil liberties, particularly targeting women’s rights and freedom of expression. Their
initial fall in 2001, due to the U.S.-led coalition’s intervention following the September 11 attacks, did not
end their influence. Instead, the Taliban retreated to rural strongholds, regrouped, and gradually began
regaining control in subsequent years.

Key Factors Driving the Taliban’s Resurgence

The resurgence of the Taliban can be attributed to a constellation of factors, both domestic and international,
which created an environment conducive to their return.

Weak Governance and Corruption

One of the significant contributors to the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan has been the persistent
weakness of the Afghan government. Despite years of international aid and attempts at state-building, the
central government struggled with corruption, inefficiency, and inability to extend effective control
beyond urban centers. This governance vacuum allowed the Taliban to present themselves as an



alternative authority, often providing rudimentary justice and order in neglected rural areas, which
resonated with segments of the population disillusioned with Kabul’s administration.

Strategic Use of Insurgency and Local Alliances

The Taliban’s military strategy evolved into a sophisticated insurgency, leveraging guerrilla tactics,
targeted assassinations, and improvised explosive devices (IEDs). They capitalized on local grievances by
forging alliances with disenfranchised tribal groups and exploiting ethnic tensions. The group’s ability to
blend into local communities and their decentralized command structure made it difficult for Afghan and
coalition forces to decisively defeat them

Rise Of The Taliban In Afghanistan

  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan N. Nojumi,
2016-04-30 This book describes the turbulent political history of Afghanistan from the communist
upheaval of the 1970s through to the aftermath of the events of 11 September 2001. It reviews the
importance of the region to external powers and explains why warfare and instability have been
endemic. The author analyses in detail the birth of the Taliban and the bloody rise to power of
fanatic Islamists, including Osama bin Laden, in the power vacuum following the withdrawal of US
aid. Looking forward, Nojumi explores the ongoing quest for a third political movement in
Afghanistan - an alternative to radical communists or fanatical Islamists and suggests the support
that will be neccessary from the international community in order for such a movement to survive.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Taliban and Afghanistan , 1998
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Taliban and the Crisis of Afghanistan Robert D.
Crews, Amin Tarzi, 2009-06-30 [This book] explores ... how has a seemingly anachronistic band of
religious zealots managed to retain a tenacious foothold in the struggle for Afghanistan's future ...
[It] investigates ... questions relating to the character of the Taliban, its evolution over time, and its
capacity to affect the future of the region.--Dust jacket.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan Neamatollah
Nojumi, 2004-07-02 On September 11, 2001, the world looked in horror at one of the most nefarious
acts of terrorism in history. Neamatollah Nojumi explains how Afghanistan became the base for
radical fundamentalism and provides critical understanding of how internal divisions and the
devastating effects of foreign involvement undermined the resilience of Afghanistan's communities,
led to the rise of the Taliban, and now presents a unique challenge to international efforts at nation
building. As the cycle of yesterday's allies becoming today's enemies turns once again, The Rise of
the Taliban in Afghanistan provides crucial insight into the tangled interaction of domestic, regional,
and international politics that have bedeviled outsiders, plagued Afghans, and that threaten, absent
judgement based on insight, to be a quagmire for the United States in the years ahead. This is
essential reading in our troubled times.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Troubled Triangle Zafar Iqbal Yousafzai, 2021-12-07
This book is a comprehensive analysis of the Taliban, and how it has affected post-9/11 U.S.-Pakistan
relations. It analyzes the genesis of the Taliban, the rationale behind their emergence and how they
consolidated their rule in Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001. It examines the U.S. policies towards the
Taliban in the post 9/11 era and Pakistan’s role as an ally in their efforts towards dismantling
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Taliban rule in Afghanistan—from Obama’s ‘fight and talk’ policy to the Doha peace agreement in
2020. It also discusses the outcomes of the Global War on Terror (GWoT), as well as the Taliban’s
response to the U.S.-led ISAF and NATO forces in Afghanistan. The volume brings into focus
Pakistan’s policies vis-à-vis the Taliban following the start of GWoT and how it pushed the
U.S.-Pakistan relations to its lowest ebb; and then its role in bringing the Taliban to the negotiating
table which resulted in the U.S.-Taliban deal in Doha in February 2020. The author introduces a
‘new balance of threat’ theory and expands on its applicability through the Taliban case study. The
book will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of U.S. foreign policy, international
relations, peace and conflict studies, strategic studies, history, diplomatic studies and South Asian
politics.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Afghanistan's Violent Decades Stanley B. Sprague,
2024-10-25 This book examines the key political and military events in Afghanistan from 1978 to
August 2021. It covers the Afghan-Soviet war and how that war was followed by an Afghan Civil War
that made the country receptive to the rise of the Afghan Taliban. It explains how the Taliban
secured control of Afghanistan's government, and permitted Osama bin Laden to reside in the
country while he secretly planned an attack on the American mainland. It also covers why Osama bin
Laden's al-Qaeda terrorists on September 11, 2001, flew hijacked airliners into New York City's
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. It describes how American and NATO forces responded by
invading Afghanistan to destroy al-Qaeda and to overthrow the Taliban government. The 20-year
Afghan-NATO war which followed would lead to American troops suffering 2,488 dead and 20,722
wounded. This book is one of the first to cover this long war written after the war ended in August
2021, giving it a new perspective. It offers an even-handed coverage of the war based on Taliban,
American, and British sources.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Uncertain Future of Afghanistan Nian Peng, Khalid
Rahman, 2024-06-13 This edited book aims to analyze the domestic politics and foreign relations of
the country after the Taliban regained power in August 2021. It touched upon the key issues
affecting the Taliban regime, such as peace talks, terrorism threats, BRI cooperation, and the
policies of the great powers and neighboring countries toward the new regime in Afghanistan. It
makes a significant contribution by incorporating various viewpoints from government officials,
university scholars, and think tank experts from China, Japan, and South Asian states. The broad
approach and extensive coverage of all relevant countries make this book a valuable resource for
more than just a specific academic community. It appeals to a diverse readership, including
academics, policymakers, journalists, and general readers. The main content of the book is divided
into ten chapters, in which the first chapter briefly introduces the aims and scope of this book. The
following 3 chapters look into the domestic politics in Afghanistan. These mainly include the Afghan
peace negotiations, the challenge of the Taliban regime, and the security threats and regional
response under the Taliban rule in Afghanistan. The next 6 chapters examine US's Afghan policy,
China-Afghanistan relations, and Russia, India, Pakistan, Japan’s engagement with Afghanistan.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Walking the Precipice Barbara Bick, 2015-06-07 An
“enthralling” memoir of a woman who risked her life to help a people under siege and a country
caught between freedom and oppression (Publishers Weekly—starred review). In 1990,
sixty-five-year-old activist and grandmother Barbara Bick traveled with a women’s delegation to
Afghanistan for what she thought would be her last great adventure. Instead, Bick forged deep
friendships with her Afghan hosts—only to watch in horror as the Taliban took over most of the
country and instituted fiercely anti-woman policies. Eleven years later, at age 76, Bick returned to
Afghanistan, travelling to the region controlled by the Northern Alliance, an anti-Taliban militia. In
early September 2001, Bick walked out of a compound where militia leader Ahmad Shah Massoud
was also staying. Minutes later, Taliban infiltrators assassinated Massoud—a prelude to the al Qaeda
attacks on the United States. As the US government became deeply involved in Afghanistan, Bick
decided to return once again to see how women were faring under the new government. In 2004,
she was one of the few Western women able to bring years of experience to understanding the



country’s trauma. Walking the Precipice gives new insight into the people, politics, and culture of a
country that is on everyone’s radar—for its beauty, and for its tragic place history.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The A to Z of Afghan Wars, Revolutions and
Insurgencies Ludwig W. Adamec, 2010-04-07 Since its foundation in 1747, Afghanistan has seen
seemingly limitless wars waged by the central government to consolidate its control over the country
as well as rampant tribal warfare. There have been three Anglo-Afghan Wars (1839-42, 1878-79 and
1919); a Russian-backed Marxist government in Kabul battled a coalition of tribal armies, which was
soon followed by the Taliban takeover. Now, in the midst of a war against terrorism, the United
States is backing another central government in yet another sporadic struggle. All the information
currently available on the endless chain of wars stretching over two and a half centuries is traced in
The A to Z of Afghan Wars, Revolutions and Insurgencies. It consists of the American involvement in
Afghanistan since October 2001 as well as individual campaigns, including tactics and logistics of
skirmishes, the weapons used, and biographical entries on the significant leaders involved in the
battles. Extensive analysis of regional and ideological divisions within the country and the external
forces that have brought around conflict in this remote, mountainous region, in addition to a
chronology of the encounters, an extensive bibliography, and numerous maps and illustrations make
this crucial volume indispensable.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The to Z of Afghan Wars, Revolutions and Insurgencies
Ludwig W. Adamec, 2010-04-07 All the information currently available on the endless chain of wars
stretching over two and a half centuries is traced in The A to Z of Afghan Wars, Revolutions and
Insurgencies. It consists of the American involvement in Afghanistan since October 2001 as well as
individual c...
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Jihad & Co. Aisha Ahmad, 2017-08-04 For two decades,
militant jihadism has been one of the world's most pressing security crises. In civil wars and
insurgencies across the Muslim world, certain Islamist groups have taken advantage of the anarchy
to establish political control over a broad range of territories and communities. In effect, they have
built radical new jihadist proto-states. Why have some ideologically-inspired Islamists been able to
build state-like polities out of civil war stalemate, while many other armed groups have failed to gain
similar traction? What makes jihadists win? In Jihad & Co., Aisha Ahmad argues that there are
concrete economic reasons behind Islamist success. By tracking the economic activities of jihadist
groups in Afghanistan, Somalia, Pakistan, Mali, and Iraq, she uncovers an unlikely actor in bringing
Islamist groups to power: the local business community. To illuminate the nexus between business
and Islamist interests in civil war, Ahmad journeys into war-torn bazaars to meet with both jihadists
and the smugglers who financed their rise to power. From the arms markets in the Pakistani border
region to the street markets of Mogadishu, their stories reveal a powerful economic logic behind the
rise of Islamist power in civil wars. Behind the fiery rhetoric and impassioned, ideological claims is
the cold, hard cash of the local war economy. Moving readers back and forth between mosques,
marketplaces, and battlefields, Ahmad makes a powerful argument that economic savvy, as much as
ideological fervor, explains the rise of militant jihadism across the modern Muslim world.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Historical Dictionary of Afghan Wars, Revolutions, and
Insurgencies Ludwig W. Adamec, 2005 Since its foundation in 1747, Afghanistan has seen seemingly
limitless wars waged by the central government to consolidate its control over the country as well as
rampant tribal warfare. There have been three Anglo-Afghan Wars (1839-42, 1878-79 and 1919); a
Russian-backed Marxist government in Kabul battled a coalition of tribal armies, which was soon
followed by the Taliban takeover. Now, in the midst of a war against terrorism, the United States is
backing another central government in yet another sporadic struggle. All the information currently
available on the endless chain of wars stretching over two and a half centuries is traced in this book.
It consists of the American involvement in Afghanistan since October 2001 as well as individual
campaigns, including tactics and logistics of skirmishes, the weapons used, and biographical entries
on the significant leaders involved in the battles. Extensive analysis of regional and ideological
divisions within the country and the external forces that have brought around conflict in this remote,



mountainous region, in addition to a chronology of the encounters, an extensive bibliography, and
numerous maps and illustrations make this crucial volume indispensable.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The History of Afghanistan Meredith L. Runion, 2017-04-24
This chronological account traces the history of Afghanistan from pre-civilization to present-day
events and considers the future of democracy in Afghanistan. For centuries, Afghanistan has
endured control by a gamut of political regimes as a result of its strategic location along the trade
route between Asia and the Middle East. The area has been at the center of constant conflict and
only in recent years has recovered from the vestiges of warfare. The second edition of this popular
reference offers a fresh glimpse at the country, showing modern Afghanistan to be a melting pot of
cultures, tribes, and political influences all under the guiding belief of Islam. In addition to thorough
coverage of the country's political, economic, and cultural history, the book provides students with
an account of recent events in Afghanistan since 2007, such as the death of Osama bin Laden in
Pakistan and the removal of NATO soldiers. Other changes include a revised timeline, an updated
glossary, additions to the notable figures appendix, and an expanded bibliography that includes
electronic resources.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Afghan People Vs. the Taliban United States. Congress.
House. Committee on International Relations. Subcommittee on International Operations and
Human Rights, 2001
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: World Terrorism: An Encyclopedia of Political
Violence from Ancient Times to the Post-9/11 Era James Ciment, 2015-03-10 First Published in
2015. This collection holds three volumes. Terrorism is a term that defies easy definition and its
meaning has also changed over the course of history. Because this encyclopedia aims at
comprehensiveness —across time, geography, and the conceptual landscape —it applies the
broadest definition of terrorism: the use of violence or the threat of violence to effect political
change through fear, in which the victims of the violence. The encyclopedia is divided into six parts.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: V. ASC 2023 / Spring Congress Prof. Dr. Asif Ali (T. I.) ,
2023-06-13 10-12 May 2023, Multan - Pakistan hosted by MNS - University of Agriculture, Multan,
Pakistan
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: The Limits of Culture Brenda Shaffer, 2006 Experts
analyze the effect of cultural interests on the foreign policy of states in the Caspian region, including
Iran, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, and Pakistan.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Historical Dictionary of Afghanistan Thomas H. Johnson,
Ludwig W. Adamec, 2021-05-15 Afghanistan is an extremely complex and nuanced country that has
been one of the centers of imperial conflict at least for 150 years. From the Czarist Russia’s march
south in the 19th Century threatening British India, three Anglo-Afghan Wars, the Soviet Invasion
and occupation of Afghanistan starting in December 1979 and the resulting anti-Soviet Jihad by the
Afghan Mujahideen to Kabul’s and their allies’ (U.S. and NATO) conflict with the Taliban,
Afghanistan has been one of the centers of important international and regional conflicts and events.
Historical Dictionary of Afghanistan, Fifth Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 1,000 cross-referenced entries on
important personalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy, foreign relations,
religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about Afghanistan.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: Routledge Handbook of Transnational Terrorism Nicolas
Stockhammer, 2023-08-17 This handbook provides contributions by some of the world-leading
experts in the field on recent phenomena and trends in transnational terrorism. Based on the
methodological approach of a trend-and-key factor analysis of transnational terrorism and processed
on the virtual platform Foresight Strategy Cockpit (FSC), the volume seeks to examine what
potential future variants of transnational terrorism may evolve. Focusing on the latest structural
developments in the sphere of politically or religiously motivated violence, the handbook considers
the tactical, strategic, and not least the systemic dimension of terrorism. Divided into seven thematic



sections, the handbook’s contributions cover a wide range of issues, dealing among others with
strategic and hybrid terrorism, the systemic dimension of extremist violence, prevalent actors,
counter-narratives, the crime terror-nexus, the role of digitalization and the spiral dynamic between
Islamist and right-wing terrorism. The expert contributions provide a condensed overview of current
developments, structural linkages and important academic debates centering around transnational
salafi-jihadi terrorism, but also right-wing terrorism and counter-terrorism. A key objective of the
work is to make the effects of prevention/preemption, (de-) radicalization and (non-) intervention
both transparent and assessable. As such, it contributes well-founded strategies, feasible solutions
and options for policy-makers and counter-terrorism experts. This volume will be of great interest to
students of terrorism and counter-terrorism, political violence and security studies.
  rise of the taliban in afghanistan: An Introduction to South Asian Politics Neil DeVotta,
2024-02-12 The second edition of this introductory textbook provides students with an overarching
understanding of social, political, and economic institutions of six South Asian countries:
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Using democracy as a prism, it
evaluates the varied opportunities and constraints facing these states. Key features include:
Introduction to the region The history and development of these South Asian states, including
evaluations of their democratic trajectories The management of conflict, economic development, and
extremist threats A comparative analysis of the states Projections concerning democracy given
evolving challenges The textbook is an indispensable teaching tool for courses on South Asia. It
includes pedagogical features such as political chronologies, political party descriptions, text boxes,
a glossary, and suggestions for further reading. It is written in an accessible style by country
experts, thus offering students of South Asian politics a valuable introduction to an exceedingly
diverse and complicated region.
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