
history of williamsburg va
**Exploring the Rich History of Williamsburg, VA**

History of Williamsburg VA is a fascinating journey through time, offering a
glimpse into America’s colonial roots and the birth of its democracy. Nestled
in the heart of Virginia’s Historic Triangle, Williamsburg stands as a living
testament to the nation’s early days, blending well-preserved architecture,
vibrant culture, and a deep sense of heritage. Whether you’re a history buff,
a curious traveler, or simply someone who appreciates stories from the past,
Williamsburg’s history invites you to explore its many layers.

The Early Beginnings: From Native Lands to
Colonial Settlement

Before Williamsburg became a colonial hub, the land was inhabited by Native
American tribes, primarily the Powhatan Confederacy. Their villages and way
of life shaped the region for centuries before English settlers arrived. The
establishment of Jamestown in 1607, just a few miles away, marked the
beginning of English colonization in Virginia. However, it wasn’t until 1632
that Middle Plantation, the area that would become Williamsburg, was founded.

Middle Plantation: A Strategic Location

Middle Plantation was strategically situated on high ground between the James
and York Rivers, providing natural defenses and a healthier environment
compared to the swampy Jamestown settlement. This location made it an
attractive spot for a new capital, especially as Jamestown’s challenges with
disease and conflicts grew. The early settlers built palisades to protect
Middle Plantation, reflecting its growing importance in the colony.

Williamsburg Becomes the Capital of Virginia

In 1699, Middle Plantation was renamed Williamsburg in honor of King William
III of England. The Virginia General Assembly decided to move the colonial
capital from Jamestown to this more secure and accessible location. This
shift marked the beginning of Williamsburg’s rise as a political, cultural,
and educational center in colonial America.



Development as a Colonial Hub

Williamsburg quickly developed into a bustling town with a courthouse,
taverns, shops, and homes. The establishment of the College of William & Mary
in 1693, the second-oldest college in America, further cemented
Williamsburg’s status. The college became a breeding ground for many
influential figures who would later play critical roles in American history,
including Thomas Jefferson and George Washington.

Williamsburg During the Revolutionary Era

The history of Williamsburg VA is deeply intertwined with the events leading
up to and during the American Revolution. As tensions between the colonies
and Britain escalated, Williamsburg became a hotbed for revolutionary ideas
and political discourse.

Political Significance and Revolutionary Spirit

The Virginia House of Burgesses, meeting in Williamsburg, was the first
legislative assembly of elected representatives in North America. It served
as a forum for debating colonial rights and resistance to British policies.
Figures like Patrick Henry, known for his fiery “Give me liberty, or give me
death!” speech, were active in Williamsburg’s political scene.

The Decline of Williamsburg Post-Revolution

After the American Revolution, Williamsburg’s prominence began to wane as the
capital moved to Richmond in 1780, closer to the growing western frontier.
The town transitioned into a quieter, more rural community, but its
historical significance remained intact, preserved in its buildings and
traditions.

The 20th Century Revival: Colonial Williamsburg
Restoration

One of the most compelling chapters in the history of Williamsburg VA is its
20th-century revival, largely thanks to the vision of Reverend Dr. W.A.R.
Goodwin and the financial support of John D. Rockefeller Jr.



The Birth of Colonial Williamsburg

Concerned about the deterioration of Williamsburg’s historic buildings,
Goodwin sought to restore the town to its colonial-era appearance.
Rockefeller Jr. funded this ambitious project, which began in the late 1920s
and involved meticulous research and reconstruction. This restoration
transformed Williamsburg into the world’s largest outdoor living history
museum.

Impact on Tourism and Education

Today, Colonial Williamsburg attracts millions of visitors annually who come
to experience immersive reenactments, guided tours, and interactive exhibits.
This restoration not only preserves history but also educates the public
about colonial life, governance, and culture in an engaging manner.

Williamsburg’s Role in Modern Times

While Williamsburg is often celebrated for its colonial past, the city has
evolved to embrace a vibrant modern identity. The presence of the College of
William & Mary continues to influence the town’s intellectual and cultural
life, while tourism remains a vital part of the local economy.

Historic Preservation and Community

Williamsburg balances historic preservation with contemporary living.
Community events, festivals, and educational programs keep history alive and
relevant. The city’s commitment to maintaining its historical character makes
it a unique place to live and visit.

Exploring Beyond the Town

Williamsburg’s history is also connected to nearby sites like Jamestown and
Yorktown, completing the Historic Triangle that tells the full story of early
America. Visitors often explore these locations together to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the region’s significance.

Tips for Experiencing Williamsburg’s History

If you’re planning a visit or simply want to delve deeper into Williamsburg’s



past, here are some helpful tips:

Take guided tours: Colonial Williamsburg offers walking tours led by
knowledgeable interpreters who bring history to life with stories and
demonstrations.

Visit historic landmarks: Don’t miss the Governor’s Palace, Bruton
Parish Church, and the College of William & Mary campus for authentic
historical experiences.

Attend special events: Seasonal reenactments, lectures, and festivals
provide unique insights into colonial life and American history.

Explore museums: The DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum and the Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum showcase art and artifacts from the
colonial era.

The depth and richness of the history of Williamsburg VA make it more than
just a destination—it’s a portal to the past where the foundations of
American democracy and culture come alive. Whether wandering cobblestone
streets or engaging with living history, Williamsburg offers an unforgettable
journey through time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Williamsburg,
VA?
Williamsburg, VA is historically significant as the colonial capital of
Virginia from 1699 to 1780 and played a pivotal role in the American
Revolutionary War as a center of political activity and education.

When was Williamsburg, Virginia founded?
Williamsburg was founded in 1632 as Middle Plantation and was renamed
Williamsburg in 1699 when it became the capital of the Virginia Colony.

What is Colonial Williamsburg?
Colonial Williamsburg is a living-history museum and historic district that
recreates 18th-century colonial life and landmarks, preserving the city’s
heritage and educating visitors about early American history.



Who were some notable historical figures associated
with Williamsburg, VA?
Notable figures include Thomas Jefferson, who studied at the College of
William & Mary in Williamsburg, and George Wythe, a prominent legal scholar
and signer of the Declaration of Independence.

How did Williamsburg contribute to the American
Revolution?
Williamsburg served as a hub for revolutionary ideas and political debate,
hosting the Virginia House of Burgesses where key decisions were made, and it
was a meeting place for leaders advocating independence from British rule.

Additional Resources
The Rich Tapestry: Exploring the History of Williamsburg, VA

History of Williamsburg VA is a captivating journey through one of America’s
most historically significant cities. Nestled in the heart of Virginia’s
Historic Triangle, Williamsburg stands as a living museum that reflects the
early colonial era, the birth of American democracy, and the complex social
dynamics of the 17th and 18th centuries. Understanding the history of
Williamsburg VA is essential not only for appreciating its cultural heritage
but also for recognizing its role in shaping the broader narrative of the
United States.

Founding and Colonial Beginnings

The origins of Williamsburg date back to 1632 when the area, initially part
of the Virginia Colony, began to develop as a settlement near the James
River. However, the town itself was officially established in 1699 under the
name Middle Plantation. The Virginia House of Burgesses, seeking a more
defensible and healthier location than Jamestown, moved the colonial capital
inland. The settlement was renamed Williamsburg in honor of King William III
of England.

Williamsburg quickly evolved from a modest village into the political and
cultural center of colonial Virginia. The establishment of the College of
William & Mary in 1693 marked a significant milestone in the city’s
development. As the second-oldest institution of higher education in the
United States, the college played a pivotal role in shaping the intellectual
climate of the colony and producing many influential leaders, including
future presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Monroe.



Williamsburg as the Colonial Capital

From 1699 to 1780, Williamsburg served as the capital of the Colony and later
the Commonwealth of Virginia. During this period, the city witnessed the rise
of colonial governance structures, including the Governor’s Palace and the
Capitol building, which stood as symbols of British authority and colonial
self-rule. The history of Williamsburg VA during these years is deeply
intertwined with the broader tensions between the American colonies and the
British Crown.

The city became a hub for political discourse and revolutionary sentiment.
Throughout the 1760s and 1770s, Williamsburg’s leaders debated and enacted
measures that contributed to the growing movement for independence. The
participation of figures such as Patrick Henry and George Wythe in
Williamsburg’s political scene highlights the city’s importance in the pre-
Revolutionary period.

The Revolutionary Era and Its Impact

As the American Revolution unfolded, Williamsburg’s role as the capital
diminished. In 1780, the capital was relocated to Richmond, a more central
location for the expanding state. Nevertheless, Williamsburg remained a vital
cultural and educational center during and after the conflict.

The revolutionary period brought both prosperity and hardship to
Williamsburg. While the city’s political significance waned, the College of
William & Mary continued to be a beacon of learning. Many of its alumni
actively participated in the fight for independence, underscoring the
institution’s influence on the revolutionary cause.

Architectural and Social Developments

The history of Williamsburg VA is also marked by its distinctive colonial
architecture, much of which has been preserved or meticulously restored. The
city’s layout, with its narrow streets and brick buildings, provides a
tangible link to the 18th century. Noteworthy structures include Bruton
Parish Church, the Governor’s Palace, and numerous colonial homes that
illustrate the social stratification and daily life of the period.

Socially, Williamsburg was a microcosm of colonial Virginia’s complex
society. The city’s population included wealthy planters, artisans,
merchants, enslaved Africans, and indigenous peoples. This diversity
contributed to a multifaceted social fabric that reflected both the
opportunities and inequalities of colonial life.



The 20th Century Revival and Preservation
Efforts

By the early 20th century, Williamsburg had experienced economic decline, and
many of its historic buildings fell into disrepair. The turning point came in
the 1920s and 1930s with the intervention of Reverend Dr. W.A.R. Goodwin and
philanthropist John D. Rockefeller Jr. Their vision and financial support led
to the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg, transforming the city into the
world’s largest living-history museum.

This ambitious project sought to recreate and preserve the appearance and
atmosphere of 18th-century Williamsburg. It involved extensive archaeological
research, architectural reconstruction, and the development of interpretive
programs aimed at educating the public about colonial American history.

Economic and Cultural Impact of Preservation

The revitalization of Williamsburg had profound economic implications. Today,
Colonial Williamsburg is a major tourist attraction, drawing millions of
visitors annually. The restoration has created jobs, stimulated local
businesses, and fostered a strong sense of community pride.

Culturally, the preservation effort has made Williamsburg a center for
historical scholarship and education. Institutions like the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation continue to conduct research and offer programs that
deepen public understanding of early American history.

Williamsburg in Contemporary Context

Modern Williamsburg balances its rich historical legacy with the demands of a
growing, dynamic city. The interplay between preservation and development
raises ongoing questions about maintaining authenticity while accommodating
economic growth and modern needs.

The presence of the College of William & Mary continues to influence the
city’s character, contributing to a vibrant academic and cultural
environment. Additionally, Williamsburg’s proximity to other historic sites
like Jamestown and Yorktown enhances its position within Virginia’s Historic
Triangle, making it a focal point for heritage tourism.

Challenges and Opportunities

While Williamsburg’s historical identity is its greatest asset, it also faces



challenges common to heritage destinations. These include managing tourist
impact, ensuring historical accuracy, and addressing the complex legacies of
colonialism and slavery. Efforts to present a more inclusive narrative have
increased, reflecting broader trends in historical interpretation.

Opportunities lie in leveraging technology for immersive educational
experiences, expanding community engagement, and fostering sustainable
tourism practices that protect Williamsburg’s unique character for future
generations.

The history of Williamsburg VA is not merely a chronicle of the past; it is a
living dialogue between history and modernity, preservation and progress.
This dynamic interplay continues to make Williamsburg a compelling subject
for historians, tourists, and residents alike.

History Of Williamsburg Va

  history of williamsburg va: Colonial Williamsburg George Bernardy, 2021-04-25 What is
Colonial Williamsburg? To answer that question, we have to travel back in time to the years when
Virginia was still a British colony. Williamsburg was both the area's capital and its cultural and
political hub. This favored status also led it to be one of the major players in the United States' bid
for freedom. Williamsburg got its start as a fortified site, which was vitally necessary for English
settlers to heavily outnumbered by nearby Native Americans, many of which were at times hostile.
Known originally as Middle Plantation, the site served as the capital of the colony for much of the
18th century, and it bore witness to seminal events in the history of Revolutionary-era America,
including the Gunpowder Incident, which nearly coincided with the Battles of Lexington and
Concord to the north. However, once the capital was again moved, Williamsburg lost much of its
prominence, and by the end of the 19th century, it was best known for hosting the College of William
and Mary. As fate would have it, a major initiative during the 20th century would restore
Williamsburg to a place of prominence, literally. In one of America's most ambitious building
projects, efforts were undertaken to reconstruct the main parts of Colonial Williamsburg and restore
it to a more original appearance, whether it was constructing new buildings with the old
architecture or renovating colonial buildings. In doing so, Williamsburg was transformed from a
sleepy (albeit historic) town into the biggest tourist destination in Virginia, and America's most
famous living-history museums. In the 20th century, it was used to teach students about American
history and even current events, and naturally, it is now a place full of exhibits and historical
reenactments. Put simply, there is no place else in the country that can provide modern Americans
with a sense of what life was like in the 17th and 18th centuries better than Colonial Williamsburg,
which is what makes it so popular nearly 400 years after it was founded. This book analyzes the
history of Williamsburg and its transformation into Virginia's most visited tourist spot. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Colonial Williamsburg like
never before, in no time at all.
  history of williamsburg va: Colonial Williamsburg Charles River Charles River Editors,
2015-05-03 *Includes pictures *Includes historic accounts describing the colonial era city *Includes
online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents That the future
may learn from the past. - The motto of Colonial Williamsburg Along with Jamestown and Yorktown,
Colonial Williamsburg is known today as part of the Historic Triangle of Virginia, but all three of
these old Virginian sites are known for vastly different reasons. While Yorktown was the scene of the
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final climactic battle of the American Revolution and Jamestown is remembered for being the first
English settlement to survive in Virginia, Colonial Williamsburg is now best known as a bridge to the
past. Williamsburg got its start as a fortified site, which was vitally necessary for English settlers to
heavily outnumbered by nearby Native Americans, many of which were at times hostile. Known
originally as Middle Plantation, the site served as the capital of the colony for much of the 18th
century, and it bore witness to seminal events in the history of Revolutionary era America, including
the Gunpowder Incident, which nearly coincided with the Battles of Lexington and Concord to the
north. However, once the capital was again moved, Williamsburg lost much of its prominence, and
by the end of the 19th century it was best known for hosting the College of William and Mary. As
fate would have it, a major initiative during the 20th century would restore Williamsburg to a place
of prominence, literally. In one of America's most ambitious building projects, efforts were
undertaken to reconstruct the main parts of Colonial Williamsburg and restore it to a more original
appearance, whether it was constructing new buildings with the old architecture or renovating
colonial buildings. In doing so, Williamsburg was transformed from a sleepy (albeit historic) town
into the biggest tourist destination in Virginia, and America's most famous living-history museums.
In the 20th century, it was used to teach students about American history and even current events,
and naturally, it is now a place full of exhibits and historical reenactments. Put simply, there is no
place else in the country that can provide modern Americans with a sense of what life was like in the
17th and 18th centuries better than Colonial Williamsburg, which is what makes it so popular nearly
400 years after it was founded. Colonial Williamsburg: The History of the Settlement that Became
America's Most Famous Living-History Museum analyzes the history of Williamsburg and its
transformation into Virginia's most visited tourist spot. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about Colonial Williamsburg like never before, in no time at all.
  history of williamsburg va: Jamestown and Williamsburg Charles River Charles River
Editors, 2016-10-26 *Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of contemporary accounts from colonists
*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading John Smith is one of the most
common names in the English language and akin to the use of John Doe, but every Briton and
American is familiar with the explorer and mercenary Captain John Smith, who helped found the
first permanent English colony in the New World at Jamestown in 1607. Jamestown is fondly
remembered today for being the first permanent English settlement in the colonies, but it was not
fondly remembered by those who lived and died there. The English quickly learned it would be
difficult to establish a permanent settlement because of the poor weather, the swampy terrain, the
hostile natives living nearby, and the general inexperience and ineptitude of the English settlers.
During their first winter, everyone nearly starved, and more than half of the settlers died. By the end
of the winter of 1609-1610, known as the starving time, barely 10% of the settlers were still alive.
Nevertheless, Jamestown is remembered today because the settlement did survive through the
hardships and go on to serve as the capital of the English colony for much of the 17th century. At the
same time, one of the biggest reasons for its survival and fame today can be attributed to the local
Native Americans, particularly Pocahontas, who has added both a human and romanticized,
mythological element to Jamestown. She was the daughter of the paramount chief (mamanatowick)
Powhatan, leader of an Algonquian-speaking native group in eastern Virginia. It was this group that
Smith and the other English settlers came into contact with, and Smith credited her with saving him
from being killed by the Native Americans. After that, Smith was able to establish relatively friendly
relations and trade with the local inhabitants, ensuring Jamestown's survival. As such, Jamestown
has often been cast as the backdrop of this unique relationship, one that the colonists sought to
portray as representative of relations with Native Americans. Along with Jamestown and Yorktown,
Colonial Williamsburg is known today as part of the Historic Triangle of Virginia, but all three of
these old Virginian sites are known for vastly different reasons. While Yorktown was the scene of the
final climactic battle of the American Revolution and Jamestown is remembered for being the first
English settlement to survive in Virginia, Colonial Williamsburg is now best known as a bridge to the
past. Williamsburg got its start as a fortified site, which was vitally necessary for English settlers to



heavily outnumbered by nearby Native Americans, many of which were at times hostile. Known
originally as Middle Plantation, the site served as the capital of the colony for much of the 18th
century, and it bore witness to seminal events in the history of Revolutionary era America, including
the Gunpowder Incident, which nearly coincided with the Battles of Lexington and Concord to the
north. However, once the capital was again moved, Williamsburg lost much of its prominence, and
by the end of the 19th century it was best known for hosting the College of William and Mary. As
fate would have it, a major initiative during the 20th century would restore Williamsburg to a place
of prominence, literally. In one of America's most ambitious building projects, efforts were
undertaken to reconstruct the main parts of Colonial Williamsburg and restore it to a more original
appearance, whether it was constructing new buildings with the old architecture or renovating
colonial buildings. In doing so, Williamsburg was transformed from a sleepy (albeit historic) town
into the biggest tourist destination in Virginia, and America's most famous living-history museums.
In the 20th century, it was used to teach students about American history and even current events,
and it is now a place full of exhibits.
  history of williamsburg va: The Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia Institute of Early American History and Culture (Williamsburg, Va.), 1947
  history of williamsburg va: Creating Colonial Williamsburg Anders Greenspan, 2009 In
Creating Colonial Williamsburg, Anders Greenspan examines the restoration and re-creation of the
structures and gardens of Virginia's colonial capital beginning in 1926. The restoration was
undertaken by the Rockefeller family, whose aim was to
  history of williamsburg va: History of Williamsburg William W Boddie, 2020-12-23 By: William
W. Boddie, Pub. 1923, Reprinted 2021, 664 pages, Soft Cover, Index, ISBN #0-89308-754-8.
Williamsburg County was created in A pine tree on the north bank of the Black River, called the
King's Tree by an early explorer, became the focal point of settlement in what is now Williamsburg
County, and gave the name to the county seat. This interesting history begins with an account of the
first settlement under the Lords Proprietors and gives the names of everyone who had settled there
by 1737. It is particularly rich in genealogical material, which is contained in sketches of individuals,
lists of county officers, lists of ministers and members of churches, early documents, names of
settlers and officials, wills with names if family members involved, sketches of Revolutionary War
officers and lists of land claims and owners in 1788. Genealogical information is also found in the
census of 1790; taxpayers and amounts paid in 1811; muster rolls of the Civil War units, with
officers, deaths of soldiers and excerpts from diaries; lists of teachers, officers of banks and lists of
soldiers in the Spanish-American War and World War I. The general history of the county is
discussed under the topics of economic and agricultural conditions, churches, government, social
life, wars, religion, roads and ferries, nullification, transportation, slavery, and Secession,
Reconstruction, post-Civil War history, education and growth and development of the county in the
20th Century.
  history of williamsburg va: Williamsburg: The Old Colonial Capital (1907) Lyon Gardiner
Tyler, 2009-05 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it
may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we
believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.
  history of williamsburg va: The Public Buildings of Williamsburg, Colonial Capital of
Virginia Marcus Whiffen, 1958
  history of williamsburg va: The Mysteries of the "Frenchman's Map" of Williamsburg, Virginia
Alan Simpson, 1984
  history of williamsburg va: Creating Colonial Williamsburg Anders Greenspan, 2002
Thousands of people each year experience life in eighteenth-century Virginia by visiting Colonial
Williamsburg, one of America's premier historical restorations. That is not what the founders had in
mind when they opened this museum in 1932. Their aim was to build a shrine to promote American



values -- individualism, democracy, and representative government -- at a time when they felt these
beliefs were being eroded. As Anders Greenspan demonstrates in this lucid analysis, Colonial
Williamsburg's evolving presentation of history offers an excellent means of understanding many
social and political changes in twentieth-century America. Greenspan begins with a detailed profile
of pre-1926 Williamsburg and closely follows the continuing development of the restoration. As the
century progressed, Colonial Williamsburg gently adjusted its staging of colonial history to address
the varying concerns of the Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War. But the combined
forces of the Civil Rights movement, the women's movement, and the rising popularity of social
history forced Colonial Williamsburg to incorporate African Americans, women, and the working
class into its presentations at the risk of offending some of its strongest supporters. Greenspan
brings his study up to the present by reviewing how financial constraints have caused Colonial
Williamsburg to make controversial alliances with nearby entertainment theme parks. As its
presentation of American history continues to evolve, Colonial Williamsburg remains a valuable
source for understanding and interpreting American life.
  history of williamsburg va: The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 Rhys Isaac, 2012-12-01
In this Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Rhys Isaac describes and analyzes the dramatic
confrontations--primarily religious and political--that transformed Virginia in the second half of the
eighteenth century. Making use of the observational techniques of the cultural anthropologist, Isaac
vividly recreates and painstakingly dissects a society in the turmoil of profound inner change.
  history of williamsburg va: Historical Dictionary of Colonial America William A. Pencak,
2011-07-15 The years between 1450 and 1550 marked the end of one era in world history and the
beginning of another. Most importantly, the focus of global commerce and power shifted from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean, largely because of the discovery of the New World. The
New World was more than a geographic novelty. It opened the way for new human possibilities,
possibilities that were first fulfilled by the British colonies of North America, nearly 100 years after
Columbus landed in the Bahamas. The Historical Dictionary of Colonial America covers America's
history from the first settlements to the end and immediate aftermath of the French and Indian War.
This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, an extensive bibliography,
and over 400 cross-referenced dictionary entries on the various colonies, which were founded and
how they became those which declared independence. Religious, political, economic, and family life;
important people; warfare; and relations between British, French, Spanish, and Dutch colonies are
also among the topics covered. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about Colonial America.
  history of williamsburg va: Williamsburg, Virginia Robert P. Maccubbin, Martha
Hamilton-Phillips, 2000 Commissioned by the city of Williamsburg, Virginia for the occasion of its
300th anniversary celebration, this collection of 23 articles draws a picture of the history of
Williamsburg from prehistoric times to the present. Although a couple of articles touch upon the
lives of Native Americans, African slaves, and others, the majority of the material is the predictable
celebration of Williamsburg's prominent citizens; architecture; and governmental, religious, and
academic institutions. A significant number of black and white pictures are included throughout.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  history of williamsburg va: When Clans Collide Wayne Rudolph Davidson, 2013-12-10 When
Clans Collide: The Germination of Adams Family Tree through Surname, Life Experience, and DNA
tells the story of author Wayne Rudolph Davidsons surname and its ancestral connection to
individuals and events that have shaped the world in which we live. When Davidson set out to
discover the ancestral history of his surname, he had no idea what he would encounter. On his
journey, he discovered that people with the surname of Davidson have contributed to government
and politics, business and economics, social sciences, religion, education, science and technology,
music and entertainment, sports and recreation, and military history. The research included here
illustrates events ranging from the evolution of the English Crown and the building of North America
to the American Revolution and the American Civil War. He also discovered quite a few events linked



to African American history, including the period of Reconstruction, Buffalo Soldiers and the Great
Plains, and the Great Migration. Davidsons have also contributed to the popularity of sports and
entertainment, the growth of the office of the president of the United States, both World Wars, and
the sacrifice of heroes. Interesting and informative, When Clans Collide explores the history of one
surname and provides a foundation and plan for making the connection to your own ancestral
heritage through your surname.
  history of williamsburg va: The Nation's First Monument and the Origins of the American
Memorial Tradition Sally Webster, 2017-07-05 The commemorative tradition in early American art is
given sustained consideration for the first time in Sally Webster's study of public monuments and the
construction of an American patronymic tradition. Until now, no attempt has been made to create a
coherent early history of the carved symbolic language of American liberty and independence.
Establishing as the basis of her discussion the fledgling nation's first monument, Jean-Jacques
Caffi?'s Monument to General Richard Montgomery (commissioned in January of 1776), Webster
builds on the themes of commemoration and national patrimony, ultimately positing that like its
instruments of government, America drew from the Enlightenment and its reverence for the
classical past. Webster's study is grounded in the political and social worlds of New York City,
moving chronologically from the 1760s to the 1790s, with a concluding chapter considering the
monument, which lies just east of Ground Zero, against the backdrop of 9/11. It is an original
contribution to historical scholarship in fields ranging from early American art, sculpture, New York
history, and the Revolutionary era. A chapter is devoted to the exceptional role of Benjamin Franklin
in the commissioning and design of the monument. Webster's study provides a new focus on New
York City as the 18th-century city in which the European tradition of public commemoration was
reconstituted as monuments to liberty's heroes.
  history of williamsburg va: Biographical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the U. S.
Military Academy, from 1802 to 1867: Supplement George Washington Cullum, 1879
  history of williamsburg va: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress,
2004
  history of williamsburg va: Red Book Alice Eichholz, 2004 ... provides updated county and
town listings within the same overall state-by-state organization ... information on records and
holdings for every county in the United States, as well as excellent maps from renowned mapmaker
William Dollarhide ... The availability of census records such as federal, state, and territorial census
reports is covered in detail ... Vital records are also discussed, including when and where they were
kept and how--Publisher decription.
  history of williamsburg va: Building the British Atlantic World Daniel Maudlin, Bernard L.
Herman, 2016-03-11 Spanning the North Atlantic rim from Canada to Scotland, and from the
Caribbean to the coast of West Africa, the British Atlantic world is deeply interconnected across its
regions. In this groundbreaking study, thirteen leading scholars explore the idea of transatlanticism
— or a shared “Atlantic world” experience — through the lens of architecture, built spaces, and
landscapes in the British Atlantic from the seventeenth century through the mid-nineteenth century.
Examining town planning, churches, forts, merchants' stores, state houses, and farm houses, this
collection shows how the powerful visual language of architecture and design allowed the people of
this era to maintain common cultural experiences across different landscapes while still forming
their individuality. By studying the interplay between physical construction and social themes that
include identity, gender, taste, domesticity, politics, and race, the authors interpret material culture
in a way that particularly emphasizes the people who built, occupied, and used the spaces and
reflects the complex cultural exchanges between Britain and the New World.
  history of williamsburg va: Who's the Author? Louis Harman Peet, 1901
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