HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES

**¥THe INTRIGUING HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES® ¥

HiSTORY OF THE FINGER L AKES IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THROUGH TIME, REVEALING THE NATURAL FORCES, INDIGENOUS
CULTURES, AND EVOLVING SETTLEMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THIS UNIQUE REGION OF UPSTATE New Y oRrk. KNOWN FOR ITS
STUNNING LONG, NARROW LAKES RESEMBLING FINGERS STRETCHING DOWN THE LANDSCAPE, THE AREA HOLDS A RICH TAPESTRY OF
GEOLOGICAL AND HUMAN HISTORY THAT CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE VISITORS AND SCHOLARS ALIKE.

GeoLoGIcAL ORIGINS: THE BIRTH oF THE FINGER LAKES

To TRULY APPRECIATE THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO WIND THE CLOCK BACK THOUSANDS OF YEARS,
TO A TIME WHEN GLACIERS SCULPTED THE EARTH. ARoOUND 10,000 To 12,000 YEARS AGO, DURING THE LAST ICE AGE,
MASSIVE GLACIERS ADVANCED AND RETREATED ACROSS WHAT IS NOW NEW YORK STATE. THESE GLACIERS CARVED DEEP
VALLEYS INTO THE BEDROCK, CREATING THE LONG, SLENDER BASINS THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY FILL WITH WATER AND BECOME
THE FINGER LAKES.

GLAcIAL CARVING AND FORMATION

THE GLACIERS” IMMENSE WEIGHT AND MOVEMENT GOUGED OUT THE SOFT SEDIMENTARY ROCK AND DEEPENED PRE-EXISTING RIVER
VALLEYS. W/HEN THE ICE MELTED, THESE VALLEYS FILLED WITH MELTWATER, FORMING THE LAKES WE SEE TODAY. THIS PROCESS
EXPLAINS THE LAKES’ DISTINCTIVE SHAPES AND THEIR NORTH-TO-SOUTH ORIENTATION. THE FINGER L AKES THEMSELVES VARY IN
SIZE, WITH LAke SENECA AND LAKE CAYUGA BEING THE LARGEST AND DEEPEST, BOTH PRODUCTS OF THIS GLACIAL SCULPTING.

THe RoLE ofF THE GREAT LAKES AND W ATERSHED

THe FINGER LAKES ARE PART OF A LARGER WATERSHED CONNECTED TO THE GREAT LAKES BASIN, SPECIFICALLY DRAINING INTO
LAkE ONTARIO VIA THE OSWEGO RIVER SYSTEM. THIS CONNECTION PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE REGION’S ECOLOGY AND
LATER HUMAN SETTLEMENT PATTERNS, PROVIDING WATERWAYS THAT FACILITATED TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND EARLY INHABITANTS

LLONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE FINGER LLAKES REGION WAS HOME TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, PRIMARILY THE
HAUDENOSAUNEE CONFEDERACY, OFTEN KNOWN AS THE IROQUOIS CONFEDERACY. THIS POWERFUL ALLIANCE OF SIX NATIVE
AMERICAN NATIONS—INCLUDING THE SENECA, CAYUGA, ONONDAGA, ONEIDA, MOHAWK, AND LATER THE TUSCARORA—LIVED
IN HARMONY WITH THE LAND AND WATERS.

HAuUDENOSAUNEE CULTURE AND CONNECTION TO THE L AKES

THE FINGER LAKES WERE MORE THAN JUST A GEOGRAPHIC FEATURE TO THESE NATIVE AMERICANS; THEY WERE INTEGRAL TO
THEIR WAY OF LIFE. THE LAKES PROVIDED ABUNDANT FISH AND FRESHWATER RESOURCES, WHILE THE SURROUNDING FORESTS
OFFERED GAME AND PLANT MATERIALS. THE REGION’S FERTILE SOIL SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE, PARTICULARLY THE CULTIVATION
OF THE “THREE SISTERS™: CORN, BEANS, AND SQUASH.

THE HAUDENOSAUNEE ALSO HELD THE LAKES AND SURROUNDING LANDS AS SACRED, WEAVING THEM INTO THEIR SPIRITUAL
BELIEFS AND ORAL HISTORIES. THE LAKES WERE A SOURCE OF STORIES, TRADITIONS, AND PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE PASSED DOWN
THROUGH GENERATIONS.



TrADE AND CONFLICT

THE FINGER L AKES REGION SERVED AS A CROSSROADS FOR TRADE ROUTES AMONG INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, CONNECTING
COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES AND CANADA. CANOE TRAVEL ON THE LAKES AND RIVERS ENABLED
THE EXCHANGE OF GOODS SUCH AS FURS, TOOLS, AND FOODSTUFFS.

HO\X/EVER/ THE AREA WAS ALSO A SITE OF CONFLICT, BOTH INTER-TRIBAL AND LATER WITH ENCROACHING EUROPEAN POWERS.
CONTROL OF THE FERTILE LANDS AND STRATEGIC WATERWAYS WAS OFTEN CONTESTED, SHAPING THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
BEFORE EUROPEAN COLONIZATION INTENSIFIED.

EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT

THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES TOOK A DRAMATIC TURN IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES WITH THE ARRIVAL OF
EUROPEAN EXPLORERS, TRADERS, AND SETTLERS. FRENCH AND BRITISH EXPEDITIONS VENTURED INTO THE REGION, INITIALLY
SEEKING TRADE ALLIANCES AND ACCESS TO VALUABLE FUR RESOURCES.

IMPACT oF EUROPEAN COLONIZATION

EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT BROUGHT PROFOUND CHANGES. COLONISTS INTRODUCED NEW TECHNOLOGIES, CROPS, AND TRADE
GOODS BUT ALSO DISEASES THAT DEVASTATED INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FORTS AND TRADING POSTS
MARKED THE BEGINNING OF PERMANENT EUROPEAN PRESENCE.

By THE LATE 18TH CENTURY, AFTER THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W AR, SETTLERS BEGAN MOVING INTO THE FINGER L AKES
REGION IN LARGER NUMBERS. L AND GRANTS AND TREATIES—OFTEN UNFAIR OR COERCED—RESULTED IN THE DISPLACEMENT OF
MANY NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

DeVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY

THE FERTILE LANDS AROUND THE LAKES PROVED IDEAL FOR FARMING, AND EARLY SETTLERS ESTABLISHED FARMS, ORCHARDS, AND
VINEYARDS. THE REGION EVENTUALLY BECAME KNOWN FOR ITS WINE PRODUCTION, A LEGACY THAT CONTINUES TODAY WITH
THE FINGER L AKES WINE COUNTRY DRAWING VISITORS WORLDW IDE.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ALSO TOOK HOLD WITH MILLS POWERED BY THE LAKES® TRIBUTARY STREAMS, AND LATER, THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CANALS—LIKE THE ERIE CANAL—CONNECTED THE FINGER L AKES TO BROADER MARKETS, FUELING ECONOMIC
GROWTH.

THE FINGER LAKES IN MODERN TIMES

FAST FORWARD TO THE PRESENT, AND THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER L AKES REMAINS VISIBLE IN BOTH THE LANDSCAPE AND THE
COMMUNITIES THAT THRIVE THERE. THE REGION IS CELEBRATED FOR ITS NATURAL BEAUTY, OUTDOOR RECREATION, AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE.

PRESERVATION AND T OURISM

EFFORTS TO PRESERVE THE ECOLOGICAL HEALTH OF THE LAKES AND SURROUNDING FORESTS HAVE GROWN IN IMPORTANCE.
CONSERVATION INITIATIVES AIM TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY, NATIVE SPECIES, AND HISTORIC SITES LINKED TO INDIGENOUS
AND COLONIAL ERAS.



TOURISM PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY, WITH VISITORS DRAWN BY HIKING TRAILS, BOATING, WINERIES,
AND MUSEUMS THAT TELL THE STORY OF THE FINGER LAKES’ PAST. SITES LIKE THE SENECA FALLS W OMEN’S RIGHTS NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK HIGHLIGHT THE AREA’S ROLE IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, WHILE NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTERS WORK TO
HONOR AND EDUCATE ABOUT THE HAUDENOSAUNEE LEGACY.

EbucATIONAL RESOURCES AND CULTURAL RECOGNITION

LOCAL UNIVERSITIES AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES ACTIVELY PROMOTE RESEARCH AND AWARENESS OF THE FINGER L AKES’ RICH
HISTORY. ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES CONTINUE TO UNCOVER ARTIFACTS AND INSIGHTS INTO THE LIVES OF THE REGION’S
EARLIEST INHABITANTS.

CULTURAL EVENTS, FESTIVALS, AND INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS BRING HISTORY TO LIFE, FOSTERING A DEEPER CONNECTION
BETWEEN RESIDENTS, VISITORS, AND THE LAND ITSELF.

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES REVEALS A REMARKABLE STORY OF NATURAL FORCES SHAPING THE ENVIRONMENT,
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CULTIVATING THE LAND, AND SETTLERS TRANSFORMING THE REGION INTO A VIBRANT CULTURAL AND
ECONOMIC HUB. THIS LAYERED HISTORY ENRICHES EVERY VISIT AND ENCOURAGES ONGOING RESPECT AND STEWARDSHIP FOR ONE
ofF NEW YORK’S MOST CHERISHED TREASURES.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE FINGER LAKES?

THE FINGER LAKES ARE A GROUP OF ELEVEN LONG, NARROW LAKES LOCATED IN THE CENTRAL PART OF UPSTATE NEW Y ORK,
KNOWN FOR THEIR DISTINCTIVE FINGER-LIKE SHAPES.

How WeRE THE FINGER LAKES FORMED?

THe FINGER L AKES WERE FORMED OVER 10,000 YEARS AGO DURING THE LAST ICE AGE BY GLACIAL ACTIVITY, WHERE GLACIERS
CARVED OUT DEEP VALLEYS THAT LATER FILLED WITH WATER.

\W/HO WERE THE ORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF THE FINGER LAKES REGION?

THE ORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF THE FINGER L AKES REGION WERE VARIOUS NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, INCLUDING THE
HaupeNosAUNEE (IRoQuols) CONFEDERACY, WHICH INCLUDES THE SENECA, CAYUGA, AND ONONDAGA PEOPLES.

\W/HAT ROLE DID THE FINGER LAKES PLAY IN NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY?

THE FINGER LAKES REGION WAS A CENTRAL PART OF THE HAUDENOSAUNEE CONFEDERACY'S TERRITORY, SERVING AS AN
IMPORTANT AREA FOR AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES.

How pID EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT IMPACT THE FINGER LAKES AREAP

EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT IN THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES LED TO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES, INCLUDING LAND DISPUTES, THE
DISPLACEMENT OF NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY AROUND THE LAKES.

\WHY IS THE FINGER L AKES REGION HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT FOR THE WOMEN'S RIGHTS



MOVEMENT?

THE FINGER L AKES REGION, PARTICULARLY SENECA FALLS, IS KNOWN AS THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE WOMEN’S RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN
THE UNITED STATES, HOSTING THE FIRST W/ OMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION IN 1848.

\WHAT INDUSTRIES HISTORICALLY THRIVED IN THE FINGER L AKES REGION?

HISTORICALLY, THE FINGER L AKES REGION THRIVED ON INDUSTRIES SUCH AS AGRICULTURE, PARTICULARLY GRAPE GROWING AND
WINEMAKING, AS WELL AS MILLING, MANUFACTURING, AND TOURISM.

How pib THE ErIE CANAL AFFECT THE FINGER L AKES REGION?

THe EriE CANAL, COMPLETED IN 1825, IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE IN THE FINGER L AKES REGION, CONNECTING IT
TO LARGER MARKETS AND FUELING ECONOMIC GROW TH.

W/HAT HISTORICAL EVENTS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE FINGER LAKES DURING THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, THE FINGER L AKES REGION WAS A STRATEGIC AREA WITH SEVERAL BATTLES AND
SKIRMISHES, AND IT WAS CONTESTED TERRITORY BETWEEN AMERICAN FORCES AND BRITISH-ALLIED NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES.

How HAS THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER L AKES INFLUENCED ITS MODERN IDENTITY?

THE RICH HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES, FROM ITS NATIVE AMERICAN ROOTS TO ITS ROLE IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND
AGRICULTURE, HAS SHAPED ITS MODERN IDENTITY AS A CENTER FOR CULTURE, TOURISM, WINEMAKING, AND HISTORICAL
PRESERVATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HisTorY oF THE FINGER LAKES: AN INVESTIGATIVE OVERVIEW OF NEwW York’s GEoLoGICAL AND CULTURAL LEGACY

HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES REVEALS A FASCINATING INTERPLAY OF GEOLOGICAL FORCES, INDIGENOUS CULTURES, AND
MODERN DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS SHAPED ONE OF NEW YORK STATE’S MOST DISTINCTIVE REGIONS. THESE SLENDER, GLACIER™
CARVED LAKES STRETCH ACROSS THE CENTRAL PART OF THE STATE AND SERVE NOT ONLY AS NATURAL WONDERS BUT ALSO AS
HUBS OF BIODIVERSITY, AGRICULTURE, AND RECREATION. UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES IS CRUCIAL FOR
APPRECIATING THEIR ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND THE CULTURAL NARRATIVES THAT HAVE UNFOLDED ALONG THEIR SHORES.

GeoLoGIcAL ORIGINS OF THE FINGER LAKES

THe FINGER LAKES WERE FORMED DURING THE LAST ICE AGE, APPROXIMATELY 10,000 To 12,000 YEARS AGO, AS MASSIVE
GLACIERS ADVANCED AND RETREATED ACROSS WHAT IS NOW UPSTATE NEW Y ORK. THESE GLACIERS CARVED DEEP, NARROW
VALLEYS INTO THE LANDSCAPE, WHICH LATER FILLED WITH MELTWATER, CREATING THE LAKES’ CHARACTERISTIC ELONGATED
SHAPES. THE REGION FEATURES 11 MAJOR LAKES, INCLUDING SENECA LAKE, CAYUGA LAKE, AND KEUKA LAKE, EACH VARYING IN
SIZE AND DEPTH BUT UNIFORMLY ALIGNED NORTH-SOUTH, RESEMBLING THE FINGERS OF A HAND—HENCE THE NAME “FINGER L AKES.”
THIS GLACIAL HISTORY IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT EXPLAINS THE REGION’S UNIQUE TOPOGRAPHY, RICH SOILS, AND THE
NATURAL CONDITIONS THAT SUPPORT DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS. THE STEEP HILLSIDES AND DEEP WATERS CONTRIBUTE TO
MICROCLIMATES IDEAL FOR VITICULTURE, WHICH HAS BECOME A DEFINING ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FEATURE OF THE AREA.
MOREOVER, THE GLACIAL DEPOSITS LEFT BEHIND A COMPLEX PATTERN OF MORAINES, DRUMLINS, AND OUTWASH PLAINS THAT
INFLUENCE DRAINAGE PATTERNS AND SOIL FERTILITY.



IMPACT OF GLACIAL ACTIVITY ON THE ECOSYSTEM

GLACIAL RETREAT NOT ONLY SHAPED THE PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE BUT ALSO CREATED HABITATS FOR A WIDE VARIETY OF PLANT
AND ANIMAL SPECIES. THE LAKES REGULATE LOCAL CLIMATE CONDITIONS, SUPPORTING DECIDUOUS FORESTS AND WETLANDS.
THIS ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY MAKES THE FINGER LAKES REGION A HOTSPOT FOR BIRDWATCHING AND CONSERVATION EFFORTS.
THE GLACIAL HISTORY ALSO EXPLAINS THE PRESENCE OF COLD-WATER FISH SPECIES SUCH AS TROUT AND SALMON, WHICH
THRIVE IN THE OXYGEN-RICH, DEEP LAKE W ATERS.

INDIGENOUS PRESENCE BEFORE EUROPEAN CONTACT

LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE FINGER L AKES REGION WAS HOME TO THE HAUDENOSAUNEE CONFEDERACY,
PARTICULARLY THE SENECA AND CAYUGA NATIONS. THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER L AKES IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THESE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, WHOSE SETTLEMENTS, TRADE ROUTES, AND AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES WERE ADAPTED TO THE LAKE
ENVIRONMENT.

THE HAUDENOSAUNEE USED THE LAKES FOR TRANSPORTATION, FISHING, AND AS SOURCES OF FRESHW ATER. THEIR
SOPHISTICATED SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES INFLUENCED THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF THE REGION. ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES ENGAGED IN CONTROLLED BURNS AND LAND MANAGEMENT , PRACTICES THAT
SHAPED THE FORESTS AND FIELDS AROUND THE LAKES.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND TRADITIONS

MANY FINGER L AKES HOLD SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE HAUDENOSAUNEE, WITH ORAL HISTORIES AND LEGENDS TIED TO THE
LAKES’ CREATION AND THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE. THE LAKES SERVED AS SACRED SITES FOR RITUALS AND COMMUNAL
GATHERINGS. UNDERSTANDING THIS ASPECT OF THE FINGER L AKES” HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL FOR RECOGNIZING ONGOING EFFORTS TO
PRESERVE INDIGENOUS HERITAGE AND INCORPORATE TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE IN LAND STEW ARDSHIP.

EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN SETTLERS IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES MARKED A NEW CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE
FINGER L AKES. INITIALLY EXPLORED BY FRENCH MISSIONARIES AND FUR TRADERS, THE AREA GRADUALLY ATTRACTED ENGLISH
AND DUTCH SETTLERS WHO ESTABLISHED FARMS, MILLS, AND TOWNS.

THE LAKES FACILITATED TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE, LINKING COMMUNITIES AND ENCOURAGING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
STEAMBOATS AND RAILWAYS LATER EXPANDED ACCESS, CONTRIBUTING TO THE GROWTH OF CITIES SUCH AS [THACA AND
GENEVA. HO\Y/EVER, THESE DEVELOPMENTS ALSO LED TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES, INCLUDING DEFORESTATION, POLLUTION,
AND THE DISRUPTION OF INDIGENOUS WAYS OF LIFE.

EconoMIC TRANSFORMATIONS OVER TIME

THE 19TH CENTURY SAW THE RISE OF AGRICULTURE, PARTICULARLY DAIRY FARMING AND FRUIT ORCHARDS, LEVERAGING THE
FERTILE SOILS LEFT BY GLACIAL ACTIVITY. THE REGION’S CLIMATE ALSO PROVED IDEAL FOR GROWING GRAPES, GIVING RISE TO A
BURGEONING WINE INDUSTRY THAT CONTINUES TO THRIVE TODAY. THE FINGER LAKES WINE TRAILS ATTRACT TOURISTS AND
CONNOISSEURS, REINFORCING THE LAKES’ ROLE IN REGIONAL IDENTITY AND ECONOMIC VITALITY.

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS MILLING AND MANUFACTURING, WERE CENTERED AROUND WATER-POWERED FACILITIES ALONG
THE LAKES AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES. OVER TIME, CONSERVATION MOVEMENTS EMERGED TO BALANCE ECONOMIC INTERESTS WITH
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, REFLECTING A COMPLEX LEGACY OF HUMAN IMPACT ON THE REGION.



MoDERN CONSERVATION AND T OURISM

TODAY/ THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LAKES IS A LIVING NARRATIVE THAT ENCOMPASSES ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION,
CULTURAL RECOGNITION, AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. NUMEROUS STATE PARKS, NATURE PRESERVES, AND HISTORICAL
SITES PROTECT THE LAKES’ NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES. EFFORTS BY ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE FINGER L AKES
LAND TRUST AIM TO SAFEGUARD WATER QUALITY AND BIODIVERSITY.

TOURISM PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE CONTEMPORARY ECONOMY, WITH VISITORS DRAWN TO THE LAKES FOR BOATING,
FISHING, HIKING, AND WINE TASTING. THIS INFLUX SUPPORTS LOCAL BUSINESSES BUT ALSO PRESENTS CHALLENGES RELATED TO
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ECOLOGICAL BALANCE.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

MANAGING THE FINGER L AKES REQUIRES ADDRESSING ISSUES SUCH AS INVASIVE SPECIES, NUTRIENT RUNOFF, AND CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS. COLLABORATIVE APPROACHES INVOLVING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, INDIGENOUS GROUPS, SCIENTISTS, AND
RESIDENTS ARE ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAINING THE LAKES’ HEALTH.

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ARE KEY STRATEGIES TO PROMOTE STEW ARDSHIP AND RESPECT FOR THE REGION’S
HERITAGE. BY INTEGRATING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT WITH PRESENT-DAY REALITIES, STAKEHOLDERS CAN DEVELOP POLICIES
THAT HONOR THE FINGER L AKES’ PAST WHILE SECURING THEIR FUTURE.

THE HISTORY OF THE FINGER LLAKES IS A MULTIDIMENSIONAL STORY OF NATURAL FORCES, HUMAN CULTURES, AND EVOLVING
LANDSCAPES. FROM THEIR GLACIAL ORIGINS TO THEIR CURRENT ROLE AS CENTERS OF ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY, THE
LAKES CONTINUE TO INSPIRE INQUIRY AND APPRECIATION ACROSS DIVERSE FIELDS. UNDERSTANDING THIS INTRICATE HISTORY
PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO HOW LANDSCAPES AND SOCIETIES ADAPT AND ENDURE OVER TIME.

History Of The Finger Lakes

history of the finger lakes: Hidden History of the Finger Lakes Patti Unvericht, 2018-07-16
New York's Finger Lakes region is filled with compelling characters, tragic disasters and fascinating
mysteries. Famed daredevil Sam Patch, known as the Yankee Leaper, thrilled audiences at Niagara
Falls but took his last jump into the Genesee River with his pet black bear, plummeting to his death.
The first ever Memorial Day was celebrated in Waterloo in 1866 and inspired a nation to adopt the
holiday. Seneca Lake claims its fair share of ships, including the Onondaga, which was blown up
with dynamite as part of a spectacle to commemorate the sinking of the USS Maine. Author Patti
Unvericht reveals the forgotten history of the Finger Lakes region.

history of the finger lakes: Hidden History of the Finger Lakes Patti Unvericht, 2018 New
York's Finger Lakes region is filled with compelling characters, tragic disasters and fascinating
mysteries. Famed daredevil Sam Patch, known as the Yankee Leaper, thrilled audiences at Niagara
Falls but took his last jump into the Genesee River with his pet black bear, plummeting to his death.
The first ever Memorial Day was celebrated in Waterloo in 1866 and inspired a nation to adopt the
holiday. Seneca Lake claims its fair share of ships, including the Onondaga, which was blown up
with dynamite as part of a spectacle to commemorate the sinking of the USS Maine. Author Patti
Unvericht reveals the forgotten history of the Finger Lakes region.

history of the finger lakes: A Brief History of the Finger Lakes Trail Thomas J. Reimers,
2002

history of the finger lakes: Culinary History of the Finger Lakes Dr. Laura Winter Falk,
2025-03-18 This popular history, recipe and wine pairing book has been fully revised, enhanced and
updated. Dive deeper into the traditional cooking and culture of the Haudenosaunee—the first


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/history-of-the-finger-lakes.pdf

people of the Finger Lakes region. Learn how this unique region was once teeming with salmon and
why they no longer breed here. Uncover the speakeasy culture that prospered during Prohibition.
Local author, sommelier and educator Laura Winter Falk reveals new regional chefs and their
creative takes on period recipes, as well as the tremendous growth in the area’s wine and craft
beverages movement. With more excellent producers, restaurants and markets committed to
showcasing the bounty of the region, there has never been a better time to discover the unique
flavor of the Finger Lakes.

history of the finger lakes: Culinary History of the Finger Lakes Laura Winter Falk,
2014-09-16 A bounty of crisp apples, heirloom produce, artisan cheeses and grass-fed meats
complement the heady libations of the Finger Lakes wine country. Culinary luminaries and home
cooks alike use these regional ingredients to craft classic and unique dishes, like Moosewood's apple
spice cake. Finger Lakes foodie and vinophile Laura Winter Falk, PhD, explores the Finger Lakes'
gustatory legacy and evolution, from the Iroquois' Three Sisters--corn, squash and beans--to the
farm-to-table restaurants that celebrate the harvest of their neighbors. With recipes from regional
chefs paired perfectly with an array of local wines, savor the delectable culinary history of New
York's Finger Lakes region.

history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes Region O. D. von Engeln, 1988 The extraordinary
beauty of the Finger Lakes region is well known to its residents and to the many tourists who
explore it each year. What is not so well known is the region's unique geology. Its distinctive
features are the results of a singular combination of structural units and forces that operated
thousands of years ago, when successive advances of the Ice Age continental glaciers thrust their
fronts against escarpments extending across their path and into pre-glacial valleys. How these
escarpments affected the flow of ice and how the glacial invasions remodeled the entire region is the
subject of O. D. von Engeln's classic study.Following a brief prologue on the region's pre-glacial
history, the author discusses each of the region's characteristic features: what caused it, its nature,
its relation to other phenomena of the region and, often, to other distinctive topographic phenomena
throughout the world. His book is a valuable and accessible introduction to the region's geologic
history and provides insights into geologic methodology--how a region gives evidence of its history,
what possible explanations for a phenomenon exist for geologists, and how they choose among
them.Natives of the Finger Lakes, newcomers, and tourists alike will finish this book with a greater
appreciation of this geologically fascinating area and with renewed curiosity about the formative
years of our planet.

history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes Region Oskar Dietrich Von Engeln, 1961

history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes of New York State Nina Lockwood, 1977

history of the finger lakes: Finger Lakes Wineries Emerson Klees, 2014 This book provides a
history of the early wineries, such as Taylor Wine Company, Pleasant Valley Wine Company, and
Urbana / Gold Seal wineries in Hammondsport and Widmer Wine Cellars in Naples. The many
wineries that went out of business during Prohibition are discussed as well as Paul Garretts Garrett
& Company, which moved north to Penn Yan. Walter S. Taylor of Bully Hill Vineyards, promoter of
French American Hybrid grape varieties, and Dr. Konstantin Frank, cool-climate pioneer and driver
of the renaissance with European varieties, are highlighted.

history of the finger lakes: Culinary History of the Finger Lakes Dr Falk, 2025-03-18 This
popular history, recipe and wine pairing book has been fully revised, enhanced and updated. Dive
deeper into the traditional cooking and culture of the Haudenosaunee--the first people of the Finger
Lakes region. Learn how this unique region was once teeming with salmon and why they no longer
breed here. Uncover the speakeasy culture that prospered during Prohibition. Local author,
sommelier and educator Laura Winter Falk reveals new regional chefs and their creative takes on
period recipes, as well as the tremendous growth in the area's wine and craft beverages movement.
With more excellent producers, restaurants and markets committed to showcasing the bounty of the
region, there has never been a better time to discover the unique flavor of the Finger Lakes.

history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes of New York , 1996



history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes Region Oscar Diedrich Engeln, 1988

history of the finger lakes: The Finger Lakes of Central New York United States Survey
Company, 2017-10-26 Excerpt from The Finger Lakes of Central New York: The Lakes Topography
Points of Interest and Every Road With Improved Highways Indicated Pickering treaty monument - a
part of the inscription reads The last general Council of the United States with the Iroquois
Confederacy was held in Canandaigua and the resultant treaty was signed November 11, 1794 by U.
S. Agent Timothy Pickering. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in
our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

history of the finger lakes: History of New York State, 1523-1927 James Sullivan, 1927

history of the finger lakes: FINGER LAKES OF CENTRAL NEW YO Inc United States Survey
Company, 2016-08-26

history of the finger lakes: The Geological History of New York State William John Miller,
1914

history of the finger lakes: Finger Lakes Charles R. Mitchell, 2008 For more than a century,
the natural scenic beauty of the Finger Lakes has drawn generations of tourists. The vineyards,
glens, and steamers that made the region famous are displayed through the vintage images in this
volume. These postcards capture the lively and dynamic atmosphere that has kept visitors flocking
to the area for years, eager to mail a piece of their memories back home.

history of the finger lakes: Some Higher Levels in the Postglacial Development of the Finger
Lakes of New York State ... Thomas Leonard Watson, 1897

history of the finger lakes: Annotated Bibliography of the Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs of
New York State Through 1974 (exclusive of Lakes Erie and Ontario) Gerald K. Schultz, Patricia A.
Vopelak, 1976

history of the finger lakes: Gorges History Arthur Bloom, 2018-06-05
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