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**Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson: Pioneers of American
Transcendentalism**

henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson are names that often appear
together in discussions about American literature, philosophy, and the
Transcendentalist movement of the 19th century. Their friendship, mentorship,
and shared ideals deeply influenced the course of American thought, inspiring
generations to reflect on nature, individuality, and social justice.
Exploring their lives and ideas offers a rich understanding of how two
distinct personalities shaped a uniquely American voice in literature and
philosophy.

The Meeting of Two Minds: How Thoreau and
Emerson Connected

Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson first crossed paths in the early
1830s in Concord, Massachusetts. Emerson, already established as a leading
intellectual and lecturer, quickly became a mentor and friend to the younger
Thoreau. Their relationship went beyond mere friendship; Emerson’s
philosophical ideas deeply influenced Thoreau’s worldview, while Thoreau’s
practical experiments in living inspired Emerson’s writings on individualism
and nature.

Emerson’s Role as a Mentor

Emerson was a central figure in the Transcendentalist movement, which
emphasized intuition, the inherent goodness of people and nature, and self-
reliance. His essays, such as *Nature* (1836) and *Self-Reliance* (1841),
laid the groundwork for many of the concepts that Thoreau would later explore
in his own work. Emerson’s encouragement was pivotal in Thoreau’s decision to
publish *Walden*, a reflection on simple living in natural surroundings.

Thoreau’s Unique Voice

Though Thoreau admired Emerson, he was never content to merely echo his
mentor’s ideas. Instead, he took the principles of Transcendentalism and
lived them out in bold, sometimes radical ways. Thoreau’s famous experiment
of retreating to Walden Pond for two years was a practical demonstration of
self-reliance and simplicity. He also became a vocal advocate for civil



disobedience, famously refusing to pay taxes in protest against slavery and
the Mexican-American War.

Philosophical Foundations: Transcendentalism
and Beyond

The collaboration and dialogue between Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo
Emerson were rooted in the broader Transcendentalist philosophy, but each
brought something unique to the table.

Core Principles of Transcendentalism

At its heart, Transcendentalism championed the idea that truth and knowledge
transcend sensory experience and are accessible through intuition. It
rejected the rigid doctrines of organized religion and stressed the
importance of the individual conscience. Nature was seen as a divine
reflection, a direct path to spiritual awakening.

How Emerson Articulated Transcendentalism

Emerson’s eloquent essays were instrumental in defining and spreading
Transcendentalist ideas. His vision of the “Over-Soul,” a shared universal
spirit, emphasized the interconnectedness of all beings. Through his lectures
and writings, Emerson encouraged Americans to trust themselves and their
inner voice above societal expectations.

Thoreau’s Practical Philosophy

While Emerson provided the theoretical framework, Thoreau took those theories
into the real world. His writings often contain vivid descriptions of the
natural world, but they also challenge readers to consider the ethics of
their daily lives. Thoreau’s concept of civil disobedience, for example, has
inspired countless social movements by advocating for nonviolent resistance
to unjust laws.

Literary Contributions and Enduring Legacy

Both Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson left behind a substantial
body of literary work that continues to resonate today. Their writings not
only reflect the intellectual currents of their time but also offer timeless



insights into human nature and society.

Emerson’s Essays and Lectures

Emerson’s essays remain foundational texts in American literature and
philosophy. Works like *The American Scholar* and *The Poet* celebrate the
creative spirit and intellectual independence. His eloquence and poetic style
made complex ideas accessible, encouraging readers to think deeply about
their place in the world.

Thoreau’s *Walden* and Civil Disobedience

Thoreau’s *Walden* is often regarded as a classic of American literature, a
meditation on nature, simplicity, and personal integrity. In *Civil
Disobedience*, Thoreau articulated the moral imperative to resist unjust
government actions, a work that influenced leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and
Martin Luther King Jr.

Their Impact on Environmentalism and Social Justice

Beyond literature, the ideas of Thoreau and Emerson have left a profound
impact on environmental thought and activism. Thoreau’s detailed observations
of the natural world helped lay the foundation for modern ecology, while
Emerson’s emphasis on harmony with nature continues to inspire environmental
philosophy. Their advocacy for individual conscience and nonviolent protest
remains relevant in ongoing struggles for social justice.

Understanding Their Differences

Although Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson shared many beliefs,
their approaches and temperaments were quite different, which makes their
relationship all the more fascinating.

Emerson: The Optimistic Philosopher

Emerson was often characterized by his optimism and expansive vision. He
believed in the inherent goodness of humanity and the power of ideas to
transform society. His public lectures and social engagements reflected a
confidence in progress and cultural development.



Thoreau: The Radical Naturalist

Thoreau, on the other hand, was more critical and introspective. His
skepticism of institutions and willingness to challenge social norms set him
apart. Thoreau’s days at Walden Pond were not just about solitude but an
active protest against materialism and complacency.

The Balance Between Thought and Action

In many ways, Emerson’s role was to inspire and articulate ideas, while
Thoreau demonstrated how those ideas might be lived. This dynamic between
thought and action continues to be a valuable lesson for anyone interested in
philosophy or activism.

Lessons from Henry David Thoreau and Ralph
Waldo Emerson for Today

What can modern readers take away from the lives and works of Henry David
Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson? Their enduring relevance lies in their call
to live authentically and thoughtfully.

Embrace Individuality: Both thinkers championed the importance of
trusting your own intuition and standing firm in your beliefs.

Connect with Nature: Their writings remind us that spending time in
nature is not just relaxing but essential for spiritual and intellectual
clarity.

Practice Simplicity: Thoreau’s experiment at Walden Pond challenges the
modern obsession with consumerism and encourages a simpler, more
deliberate lifestyle.

Stand Up for Justice: The concept of civil disobedience encourages us to
question unjust laws and take ethical stands, even at personal cost.

By revisiting their works and ideas, readers can find inspiration to
cultivate mindfulness, social responsibility, and a deeper appreciation for
the world around them.

---

The intertwined legacies of Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson
continue to shape American cultural and philosophical landscapes. From their



shared commitment to Transcendentalism to their individual contributions,
their lives offer a remarkable example of how friendship, mentorship, and
intellectual courage can spark lasting change. Whether you’re drawn to
Emerson’s poetic idealism or Thoreau’s grounded activism, exploring their
stories invites a richer understanding of what it means to live with purpose
and integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo
Emerson?
Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson were prominent 19th-century
American transcendentalist writers and philosophers known for their
contributions to literature, philosophy, and social reform.

What is the relationship between Henry David Thoreau
and Ralph Waldo Emerson?
Ralph Waldo Emerson was a mentor and close friend to Henry David Thoreau.
Emerson's philosophical ideas greatly influenced Thoreau's work and thinking.

How did Emerson influence Thoreau's philosophy?
Emerson's transcendentalist ideas about nature, individualism, and self-
reliance deeply shaped Thoreau's perspectives, inspiring him to write works
emphasizing simplicity and civil disobedience.

What are some key works by Thoreau and Emerson?
Key works include Emerson's essay 'Self-Reliance' and 'Nature,' and Thoreau's
book 'Walden' along with his essay 'Civil Disobedience.' These texts
highlight their core transcendentalist beliefs.

What role did nature play in the writings of Thoreau
and Emerson?
Both writers viewed nature as a source of spiritual insight and personal
growth. Emerson celebrated nature's beauty and wisdom, while Thoreau
practiced living simply in nature to gain deeper understanding.

How did Thoreau and Emerson contribute to social
reform movements?
Thoreau's essay 'Civil Disobedience' influenced nonviolent resistance
movements, while Emerson advocated for abolitionism and individual rights,



both contributing to 19th-century social reforms.

Additional Resources
**Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson: Pioneers of American
Transcendentalism**

henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson stand as two of the most
influential figures in the landscape of 19th-century American literature and
philosophy. Their intertwined lives and ideas helped shape the
transcendentalist movement, a critical intellectual wave that emphasized
individualism, nature, and spiritual self-reliance. Both thinkers left an
indelible mark on American cultural history, inspiring generations to
reconsider humanity’s relationship with nature, society, and the self.

The Intellectual Bond Between Henry David
Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson

At the heart of the American transcendentalist movement, the relationship
between henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson was both mentor-mentee
and collaborative. Emerson, already established as a leading philosopher and
essayist, took Thoreau under his wing, encouraging his literary pursuits and
philosophical inquiries. Their friendship was rooted in shared ideals but
manifested in distinct approaches to similar themes such as nature,
individuality, and social reform.

Emerson’s role in Thoreau’s life extended beyond personal encouragement; he
was instrumental in publishing Thoreau’s early works and provided the
intellectual framework that profoundly influenced Thoreau’s thinking. Despite
this, Thoreau’s trajectory was more radical and practical, as evidenced by
his direct engagement with civil disobedience and environmental preservation.

Ralph Waldo Emerson: The Philosopher of Self-
Reliance

Ralph Waldo Emerson, born in 1803, emerged as the leading voice of
transcendentalism through his essays and lectures. His seminal works,
including *Nature* (1836) and *Self-Reliance* (1841), articulate a philosophy
that champions the individual’s intuition and moral independence over
societal conformity and institutionalized religion.

Emerson’s transcendentalism was optimistic and idealistic. He believed that
every person harbors an innate connection to the divine through nature and
intuition. His emphasis on self-reliance and nonconformity challenged the



prevailing social norms of his time, advocating for intellectual freedom and
personal growth.

Emerson’s Literary Contributions and Philosophical
Stance

- Pioneered themes of individualism and nonconformity.
- Advocated for the spiritual connection with nature as a source of truth.
- Promoted the belief in the inherent goodness of people and nature.
- Influenced social movements by linking personal ethics with broader
societal reform.

Henry David Thoreau: The Practical
Transcendentalist and Social Critic

Henry David Thoreau, a younger contemporary of Emerson, took
transcendentalist philosophy into the realm of lived experience. Best known
for his book *Walden* (1854), which chronicles his experiment in simple
living at Walden Pond, and his essay *Civil Disobedience* (1849), Thoreau
emphasized direct action and personal responsibility.

Thoreau’s approach to nature was more empirical and immersive. Unlike
Emerson’s abstract idealism, Thoreau’s writings reveal a meticulous
observation of the natural world combined with a critique of
industrialization and materialism. His advocacy for civil disobedience
influenced later social justice leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King Jr.

Key Aspects of Thoreau’s Philosophy

- Emphasized simple living and self-sufficiency.
- Advocated for environmental stewardship and conservation.
- Critiqued government policies through nonviolent resistance.
- Integrated nature observation with philosophical reflection.

Comparative Overview: Thoreau and Emerson

While henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson shared core
transcendentalist beliefs, their differences highlight the diversity within
the movement. Emerson’s writings are largely philosophical and poetic,
focusing on inspiring individuals to trust their inner voice and intuition.
Thoreau, meanwhile, put these ideas into practice by withdrawing from society



and actively protesting its flaws.

| Aspect | Ralph Waldo Emerson | Henry David Thoreau |
|------------------------|-------------------------------------------------|-
------------------------------------------------|
| Primary Focus | Philosophy, essays on self-reliance and nature | Practical
living, civil disobedience, nature observation |
| Style | Inspirational, abstract | Detailed, experiential, critical |
| Social Engagement | Intellectual influence through lectures and writings |
Direct action and protest |
| Relationship with Nature | Spiritual and idealistic | Empirical and
immersive |

The Enduring Impact of Their Collaboration

The synergy between henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson catalyzed a
uniquely American school of thought that emphasized the intrinsic value of
the individual and the natural world. Both men challenged prevailing cultural
norms, encouraging readers to question authority, seek personal authenticity,
and cultivate a deeper relationship with the environment.

Their legacies continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about
environmental ethics, civil rights, and individual freedom. Emerson’s
philosophical underpinnings and Thoreau’s practical activism together laid
the groundwork for modern environmentalism and political dissent.

Exploring Their Influence Through Major Works

To understand the depth of henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson’s
contributions, examining their key texts offers insight into their
philosophies:

Emerson’s *Nature* and *Self-Reliance*

- Establishes the transcendentalist belief in nature as a divine revelation.
- Encourages trusting oneself and rejecting societal pressures.
- Promotes the ideal of nonconformity as a path to personal and spiritual
growth.

Thoreau’s *Walden* and *Civil Disobedience*

- Documents an experiment in minimalist living and self-exploration.
- Critiques economic materialism and advocates for ecological harmony.



- Introduces civil disobedience as a moral imperative against unjust laws.

The Broader Context: Transcendentalism and Its
Critics

While henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson are often celebrated,
transcendentalism faced criticism for its perceived idealism and detachment
from social realities. Critics argued that the movement’s emphasis on
individual intuition could overlook social responsibilities or systemic
injustices.

Nevertheless, both thinkers acknowledged the importance of societal reform,
though their methods diverged. Emerson’s influence was primarily through
intellectual discourse, whereas Thoreau took a more confrontational stance,
embodying the tensions between theory and practice in transcendentalism.

Summary of Contributions and Legacy

Philosophical Foundations: Emerson formulated the core transcendentalist
philosophy emphasizing self-reliance and spiritual communion with
nature.

Practical Application: Thoreau demonstrated how transcendentalist ideals
could be lived out through simplicity, civil disobedience, and
environmental awareness.

Social Influence: Their works inspired future movements for civil
rights, environmental conservation, and individual liberty.

American Literary Canon: Both remain central figures in American
literature and philosophy, studied for their profound insights and
cultural impact.

The intellectual partnership between henry david thoreau and ralph waldo
emerson exemplifies a dynamic interplay between philosophy and action. Their
distinct yet complementary approaches continue to invite reflection on the
role of the individual in society and the enduring power of nature as a
source of wisdom and renewal.



Henry David Thoreau And Ralph Waldo Emerson

  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Solid Seasons Jeffrey S. Cramer, 2019-04-09
A thoughtfully researched, movingly presented dual–biography of two iconic American writers, each
trying to find the ideal friend with whom they could share their journey through our imperfect world.
Any biography that concentrates on either Henry David Thoreau or Ralph Waldo Emerson tends to
diminish the other figure, but in Solid Seasons both men remain central and equal. Through several
decades of writing, friendship remained a primary theme for them both. Collecting extracts from the
letters and journals of both men, as well as words written about them by their contemporaries,
Jeffrey S. Cramer beautifully illustrates the full nature of their twenty–five–year dialogue.
Biographers like to point at the crisis in their friendship, focusing particularly on Thoreau's
disappointment in Emerson—rarely on Emerson's own disappointment in Thoreau—and leaving it
there, a friendship ruptured. But the solid seasons remained, as is evident when, in 1878, Anne
Burrows Gilchrist, the English writer and friend of Whitman, visited Emerson. She wrote that his
memory was failing as to recent names and topics but as is usual in such cases all the mental
impressions that were made when he was in full vigour remain clear and strong. As they chatted,
Emerson called to his wife, Lidian, in the next room, What was the name of my best friend? Henry
Thoreau, she answered. Oh, yes, Emerson repeated. Henry Thoreau.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Letter from Henry David Thoreau,
Concord, to Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1843 February 10 Henry David Thoreau, 1843
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau Charles River Editors,, 2025-06-20 In the mid-19th century, Romantic literature was still in
full bloom across the West, but some American authors began producing literature that, while still
Romantic, was unique enough to be considered a different genre. This new genre,
Transcendentalism, focused on the spirituality of the self and nature, not rejecting religion outright
but concentrating on pragmatism and the importance of individuals as the spiritual center of the
cosmos. In addition to drawing upon the Age of Enlightenment, Transcendentalist authors also
utilized the philosophy of Plato, who taught that self-fulfillment through attaining knowledge should
be an individual’s ultimate goal. The leader of Transcendentalism, and the man who ushered the
movement’s practices and literature, was Ralph Waldo Emerson (1802-1883), one of America’s most
famous writers and speakers. Whereas Romantic literature typically took the form of poetry, novels
and short stories, Emerson often disregarded those traditional structures and wrote essays. Emerson
initiated Transcendentalism with the publishing of his essay Nature in 1836, which espoused the
virtues of nature and the interconnectedness of all life in nature. With his focus on the environment
and natural history, Emerson became the first major American writer whose work was not
influenced in any way by European literature. But Emerson didn’t just write Transcendentalist
literature; he practiced what he preached. Now at the forefront of a movement, Emerson established
group meetings, gave a series of lectures, and helped produce a Transcendentalist publication in the
1840s, which included his famous essay Self-Reliance. As Emerson’s movement and stature grew, he
befriended other authors, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, and Henry David
Thoreau, who became his greatest protégé. One of the most famous Transcendentalists, and possibly
its most ardent practitioner, was Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862). As a protégé of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Thoreau took the values of the movement to heart and was particularly interested in the
interconnection between man and nature, writing in Walden, “Most of the luxuries and many of the
so-called comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of
mankind. That famous work was Thoreau’s account of his experience living for two years in a small
cabin in a forest along the shore of Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. In 1846, Thoreau was
arrested for failing to pay taxes, which was based on his opposition to slavery and other ways the
government spent taxpayers’ money. After being freed, he gave a lecture about the roles of
governments and individuals in society, which eventually became the famous essay “Civil
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Disobedience.” In addition to rejecting any government “which is the slave's government also,
Thoreau famously advocated “the majority of one”, calling upon people to break unjust laws. As fate
would have it, Thoreau’s message of civil disobedience has resonated more than any of his other
Transcendentalist values, and it had a profound influence on the philosophy and nonviolent protests
of activists like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau looks at the life and work of Thoreau, and it examines his ideology and the
Transcendentalist movement. Along with pictures of important people and places, you will learn
about Thoreau like you never have before, in no time at all.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Nature and Walking Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, 1994-07-01 Together in one volume, Emerson's Nature and
Thoreau's Walking, is writing that defines our distinctly American relationship to nature.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: The Writings of Henry David Thoreau Henry
David Thoreau, 1893
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Two Environmental Classics Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, 2013-01-23 This collection includes Ralph Waldo Emerson's Nature
and Henry David Thoreau's Walking.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Excursions Henry David Thoreau, 2007 This
choice collection of Thoreau's nature writing includes the essays 'The Succession of Forest Trees, '
'Walking', and 'Autumnal Tints' - each one an explorative reach into the heart of the natural world.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo
Emerson: Lectures and biographical sketches Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1904
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Walden Henry David Thoreau, 1893
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Selected Writings of Ralph Waldo
Emerson Ralph Waldo Emerson, 2011-06-07 A classic collection of critical essays, poems, and
letters from one of the greatest minds of nineteenth-century America.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Excursions. By: Henry David Thoreau and
By:Ralph Waldo Emerson Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 2018-01-20 Excursions is an
1863 anthology of several essays by American transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau. The
anthology contains an introduction entitled Biographical Sketch in which fellow transcendentalist
Ralph Waldo Emerson provides a description of Thoreau. The book, other than R. W. Emerson's
biography of Thoreau, contains nine of Thoreau's essays: Natural History of Massachusetts, A Walk
to Wachusett, The Landlord, A Winter Walk, The Succession of Forest Trees, Walking, Autumnal
Tints, Wild Apples, and Night and Moonlight.... Henry David Thoreau (see name pronunciation; July
12, 1817 - May 6, 1862) was an American essayist, poet, philosopher, abolitionist, naturalist, tax
resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian. A leading transcendentalist, Thoreau is best
known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, and his essay
Civil Disobedience (originally published as Resistance to Civil Government), an argument for
disobedience to an unjust state. Thoreau's books, articles, essays, journals, and poetry amount to
more than 20 volumes. Among his lasting contributions are his writings on natural history and
philosophy, in which he anticipated the methods and findings of ecology and environmental history,
two sources of modern-day environmentalism. His literary style interweaves close observation of
nature, personal experience, pointed rhetoric, symbolic meanings, and historical lore, while
displaying a poetic sensibility, philosophical austerity, and Yankee attention to practical detail.He
was also deeply interested in the idea of survival in the face of hostile elements, historical change,
and natural decay; at the same time he advocated abandoning waste and illusion in order to discover
life's true essential needs.He was a lifelong abolitionist, delivering lectures that attacked the
Fugitive Slave Law while praising the writings of Wendell Phillips and defending the abolitionist
John Brown. Thoreau's philosophy of civil disobedience later influenced the political thoughts and
actions of such notable figures as Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King Jr.[citation
needed] Thoreau is sometimes referred to as an anarchist. Though Civil Disobedience seems to call
for improving rather than abolishing government-I ask for, not at once no government, but at once a



better governmentthe direction of this improvement points toward anarchism: 'That government is
best which governs not at all;' and when men are prepared for it, that will be the kind of government
which they will have..... Ralph Waldo Emerson (May 25, 1803 - April 27, 1882) was an American
essayist, lecturer, and poet who led the transcendentalist movement of the mid-19th century. He was
seen as a champion of individualism and a prescient critic of the countervailing pressures of society,
and he disseminated his thoughts through dozens of published essays and more than 1,500 public
lectures across the United States. Emerson gradually moved away from the religious and social
beliefs of his contemporaries, formulating and expressing the philosophy of transcendentalism in his
1836 essay Nature. Following this work, he gave a speech entitled The American Scholar in 1837,
which Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr. considered to be America's intellectual Declaration of
Independence. Emerson wrote most of his important essays as lectures first and then revised them
for print. His first two collections of essays, Essays: First Series (1841) and Essays: Second Series
(1844), represent the core of his thinking. They include the well-known essays Self-Reliance, The
Over-Soul, Circles, The Poet and Experience. Together with Nature, these essays made the decade
from the mid-1830s to the mid-1840s Emerson's most fertile period.....
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: The Writings of Henry David Thoreau Henry
David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1898
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Excursions (1863), by Henry D. Thoreau
Is (Anthology of Several Essays) Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 2016-06-05
Excursions is an 1863 anthology of several essays by American transcendentalist Henry David
Thoreau. The anthology contains an introduction entitled Biographical Sketch in which fellow
transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emerson provides a description of Thoreau.he book, other than R. W.
Emerson's biography of Thoreau, contains nine of Thoreau's essays: Natural History of
Massachusetts, A Walk to Wachusett, The Landlord, A Winter Walk, The Succession of Forest Trees,
Walking, Autumnal Tints, Wild Apples, and Night and Moonlight. Henry David Thoreau (see name
pronunciation; July 12, 1817 - May 6, 1862) was an American author, poet, philosopher, abolitionist,
naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian. A leading transcendentalist,
Thoreau is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings,
and his essay Resistance to Civil Government (also known as Civil Disobedience), an argument for
disobedience to an unjust state. Thoreau's books, articles, essays, journals, and poetry total over 20
volumes. Among his lasting contributions are his writings on natural history and philosophy, where
he anticipated the methods and findings of ecology and environmental history, two sources of
modern-day environmentalism. His literary style interweaves close natural observation, personal
experience, pointed rhetoric, symbolic meanings, and historical lore, while displaying a poetic
sensibility, philosophical austerity, and Yankee love of practical detail. He was also deeply interested
in the idea of survival in the face of hostile elements, historical change, and natural decay; at the
same time he advocated abandoning waste and illusion in order to discover life's true essential
needs... Ralph Waldo Emerson (May 25, 1803 - April 27, 1882), known professionally as Waldo
Emerson, was an American essayist, lecturer, and poet who led the Transcendentalist movement of
the mid-19th century. He was seen as a champion of individualism and a prescient critic of the
countervailing pressures of society, and he disseminated his thoughts through dozens of published
essays and more than 1,500 public lectures across the United States. Emerson gradually moved
away from the religious and social beliefs of his contemporaries, formulating and expressing the
philosophy of Transcendentalism in his 1836 essay, Nature. Following this ground-breaking work, he
gave a speech entitled The American Scholar in 1837, which Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr. considered
to be America's Intellectual Declaration of Independence. Emerson wrote most of his important
essays as lectures first, then revised them for print. His first two collections of essays Essays: First
Series and Essays: Second Series, published respectively in 1841 and 1844-represent the core of his
thinking, and include such well-known essays as Self-Reliance, The Over-Soul, Circles, The Poet and
Experience. Together with Nature, these essays made the decade from the mid-1830s to the
mid-1840s Emerson's most fertile period.



  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: The Laws of Nature Ralph Waldo Emerson,
2010 Previously published: Ferrisburg, VT: Heron Dance Press, 2006, an expanded version of the
text originally published in 2004.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau Charles River Charles River Editors, 2018-01-19 *Includes inspirational quotes from both
Emerson and Thoreau *Includes Emerson's article about Thoreau's life in the August 1862 edition of
Atlantic Monthly *Includes a Bibliography of their works and secondary works about them. *Includes
pictures of Emerson, Thoreau and important people and places in their lives. Standing on the bare
ground, - my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, - all mean egotism
vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal Being
circulate through me; I am part or particle of God. - Ralph Waldo Emerson A living dog is better than
a dead lion. Shall a man go and hang himself because he belongs to the race of pygmies, and not be
the biggest pygmy that he can? Let every one mind his own business, and endeavor to be what he
was made. Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed and in such desperate enterprises?
If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away. - Henry David
Thoreau In the mid-19th century, Romantic literature was still in full bloom across the West, but
some American authors began producing literature that, while still Romantic, was unique enough to
be considered a different genre. This new genre, Transcendentalism, focused on the spirituality of
the self and nature, not rejecting religion outright but concentrating on pragmatism and the
importance of individuals as the spiritual center of the cosmos. In addition to drawing upon the Age
of Enlightenment, Transcendentalist authors also utilized the philosophy of Plato, who taught that
self-fulfillment through attaining knowledge should be an individual's ultimate goal. The leader of
Transcendentalism, and the man who ushered the movement's practices and literature, was Ralph
Waldo Emerson (1802-1883), one of America's most famous writers and speakers. Emerson initiated
Transcendentalism with the publishing of his essay Nature in 1836, which espoused the virtues of
nature and the interconnectedness of all life in nature. With his focus on the environment and
natural history, Emerson became the first major American writer whose work was not influenced in
any way by European literature. Emerson established group meetings, gave a series of lectures, and
helped produce a Transcendentalist publication in the 1840s, which included his famous essay
Self-Reliance. As Emerson's movement and stature grew, he befriended other authors, including
Henry David Thoreau, who became his greatest protege. As a protege of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Thoreau took the values of the movement to heart and was particularly interested in the
interconnection between man and nature, writing in Walden, Most of the luxuries and many of the
so-called comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of
mankind. That famous work was Thoreau's account of his experience living for two years in a small
cabin in a forest along the shore of Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. In 1846, Thoreau was
arrested for failing to pay taxes, which was based on his opposition to slavery and other ways the
government spent taxpayers' money. After being freed, he gave a lecture about the roles of
governments and individuals in society, which eventually became the famous essay Civil
Disobedience. Thoreau's message of civil disobedience has resonated more than any of his other
Transcendentalist values, and it had a profound influence on the philosophy and nonviolent protests
of activists like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau looks at the lives and works of both men, examining their ideology and the
Transcendentalist movement.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Night and Moonlight Henry David
Thoreau, 2020-08-14 “Night and Moonlight” is an 1863 essay by American essayist Henry David
Thoreau that explores the moon and its place in literary tradition. Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862)
was an American poet, philosopher, and essayist most famous for his book “Walden” and his essay
Civil Disobedience, which advocated disobedience against unjust governments and influenced such
notable figures as Mahatma Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy, and Martin Luther King Jr. His corpus included



more than 20 volumes of poetry, essays, journals, articles and books covering a range of subjects
from natural history to philosophy and beyond. A fascinating essay by a seminal writer not to be
missed by those with an interest in literature and related subjects. Other notable works by this
author include: “A Walk to Wachusett” (1842), “Paradise (to be) Regained” (1843), and “The
Landlord” (1843). Read & Co. Great Essays is publishing this classic essay now complete with a
biographical sketch of the author by Ralph Waldo Emerson.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism Charles River Editors, 2013-10-24 *Includes
inspirational quotes from both Emerson and Thoreau *Includes Emerson's article about Thoreau's
life in the August 1862 edition of Atlantic Monthly *Includes a Bibliography of their works and
secondary works about them. *Includes pictures of Emerson, Thoreau and important people and
places in their lives. Standing on the bare ground, - my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted
into infinite space, - all mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball; I am nothing; I see
all; the currents of the Universal Being circulate through me; I am part or particle of God. - Ralph
Waldo Emerson A living dog is better than a dead lion. Shall a man go and hang himself because he
belongs to the race of pygmies, and not be the biggest pygmy that he can? Let every one mind his
own business, and endeavor to be what he was made. Why should we be in such desperate haste to
succeed and in such desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep pace with his companions,
perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears,
however measured or far away. - Henry David Thoreau In the mid-19th century, Romantic literature
was still in full bloom across the West, but some American authors began producing literature that,
while still Romantic, was unique enough to be considered a different genre. This new genre,
Transcendentalism, focused on the spirituality of the self and nature, not rejecting religion outright
but concentrating on pragmatism and the importance of individuals as the spiritual center of the
cosmos. In addition to drawing upon the Age of Enlightenment, Transcendentalist authors also
utilized the philosophy of Plato, who taught that self-fulfillment through attaining knowledge should
be an individual's ultimate goal. The leader of Transcendentalism, and the man who ushered the
movement's practices and literature, was Ralph Waldo Emerson (1802-1883), one of America's most
famous writers and speakers. Emerson initiated Transcendentalism with the publishing of his essay
Nature in 1836, which espoused the virtues of nature and the interconnectedness of all life in
nature. With his focus on the environment and natural history, Emerson became the first major
American writer whose work was not influenced in any way by European literature. Emerson
established group meetings, gave a series of lectures, and helped produce a Transcendentalist
publication in the 1840s, which included his famous essay Self-Reliance. As Emerson's movement
and stature grew, he befriended other authors, including Henry David Thoreau, who became his
greatest protégé. As a protégé of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Thoreau took the values of the movement to
heart and was particularly interested in the interconnection between man and nature, writing in
Walden, Most of the luxuries and many of the so-called comforts of life are not only not
indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of mankind. That famous work was Thoreau's
account of his experience living for two years in a small cabin in a forest along the shore of Walden
Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. In 1846, Thoreau was arrested for failing to pay taxes, which was
based on his opposition to slavery and other ways the government spent taxpayers' money. After
being freed, he gave a lecture about the roles of governments and individuals in society, which
eventually became the famous essay Civil Disobedience. Thoreau's message of civil disobedience has
resonated more than any of his other Transcendentalist values, and it had a profound influence on
the philosophy and nonviolent protests of activists like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau looks at the lives and works of both men, examining
their ideology and the Transcendentalist movement.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Emerson and Thoreau Joel Myerson,
1992-06-26 This book represents the first comprehensive collection of contemporary reviews of the
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Many of the reviews are reprinted from



hard-to-locate contemporary newspapers and periodicals.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: Henry D. Thoreau Ralph Waldo Emerson,
2016-05-24 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.
As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to
be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson: The Writings of Henry David Thoreau;
Volume 6 Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Horace Elisha Scudder, 2023-07-18 A
comprehensive collection of the writings of Henry David Thoreau, including his famous works such
as Walden and Civil Disobedience. Edited by his contemporaries Bradford Torrey, F. B. Sanborn, and
Ralph Waldo Emerson, this volume offers readers a deep insight into Thoreau's philosophy, political
beliefs, and literary genius. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in
the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely
copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
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