
examples of surrealism in literature
Examples of Surrealism in Literature: Exploring the Dreamlike and the Uncanny

Examples of surrealism in literature have fascinated readers and critics alike for decades.
Surrealism, as a literary and artistic movement, seeks to unlock the unconscious mind, presenting
dreamlike, illogical, and fantastical scenarios that challenge our perception of reality. Unlike
traditional narratives grounded in realism, surrealist works often disrupt time, space, and rational
thought, inviting readers to experience a world where the bizarre and the beautiful coexist
seamlessly. If you’ve ever wondered how surrealism manifests in storytelling or which authors best
embody this style, you’re in for an intriguing journey.

Understanding Surrealism in Literature

Before diving into specific examples, it’s helpful to grasp what surrealism means in the context of
literature. Originating in the early 20th century, surrealism began as an artistic and literary
movement influenced heavily by the psychoanalytic theories of Sigmund Freud. Writers aimed to
reveal the workings of the subconscious through unexpected juxtapositions, dream imagery, and
irrational sequences. The goal wasn’t just to shock but to explore deeper truths hidden beneath the
surface of everyday reality.

In literature, surrealism often blurs the lines between waking life and dreams, reality and fantasy,
logic and nonsense. This approach allows writers to explore themes like identity, desire, anxiety, and
existentialism in a way that traditional storytelling might find limiting.

Classic Examples of Surrealism in Literature

“The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka

One of the most iconic examples of surrealism in literature is Franz Kafka’s novella, *The
Metamorphosis*. The story begins with a startling and surreal premise: Gregor Samsa wakes up one
morning to find himself transformed into a gigantic insect. This bizarre transformation is never
explained, and Kafka never attempts to ground it in realism. Instead, the narrative focuses on
Gregor’s alienation, his family’s reaction, and the absurdity of his new existence.

Kafka’s work is often described as "Kafkaesque," a term now synonymous with surreal, nightmarish,
and illogical situations. *The Metamorphosis* challenges readers to consider themes of identity,
humanity, and isolation through a surreal lens that remains deeply affecting.

“Nadja” by André Breton



André Breton, a founder of the surrealist movement, wrote *Nadja*, a semi-autobiographical novel
that blends reality with fantasy. The book recounts Breton’s encounters with a mysterious woman
named Nadja, whose presence blurs the boundaries between sanity and madness, reason and dream.

The narrative is fragmented, filled with photographs, and often shifts abruptly in tone and style,
embodying the surrealist commitment to capturing the unconscious mind. Breton’s work invites
readers into a world where the ordinary becomes extraordinary, and chance encounters carry
profound symbolic weight.

“The Third Policeman” by Flann O’Brien

Flann O’Brien’s *The Third Policeman* is a darkly comic and surreal novel that defies conventional
logic. It tells the story of an unnamed narrator who becomes entangled in a bizarre world populated
by eccentric policemen, philosophical musings on existence, and an eerie obsession with bicycles.

The book’s narrative loops and spirals in ways that feel dreamlike, with time and identity dissolving
into absurdity. This novel is a brilliant example of how surrealism can be used to explore existential
themes with humor and unsettling creativity.

Modern and Contemporary Surrealist Literature

Surrealism didn’t die with the early 20th century; it continues to influence contemporary writers
who experiment with form and content in similarly unconventional ways.

Haruki Murakami’s Magical Realism and Surrealism

Japanese author Haruki Murakami is well-known for blending surreal elements with everyday life.
Novels like *Kafka on the Shore* and *The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle* feature characters who slip
between realities, encounter strange creatures, and experience inexplicable phenomena.

Murakami’s style often includes dream logic, metaphysical puzzles, and symbolic imagery that evoke
a surreal atmosphere, inviting readers to question the nature of reality and consciousness without
ever fully resolving the mystery.

“One Hundred Years of Solitude” by Gabriel García Márquez

While often classified as magical realism, Gabriel García Márquez’s *One Hundred Years of
Solitude* contains many surrealist elements. The novel’s depiction of the Buendía family’s
multigenerational saga in the fictional town of Macondo features fantastic events treated as
ordinary, such as levitation, ghosts, and prophetic dreams.

The blending of myth, history, and the supernatural creates a rich tapestry that feels both real and
otherworldly, a hallmark of surrealist literature’s ability to unsettle and enchant simultaneously.



Techniques and Themes in Surrealist Writing

If you’re interested in how to recognize or even write surrealism, certain techniques and themes are
characteristic of the genre.

Dream Imagery: Surrealist literature often incorporates dreamlike sequences that defy
logical progression yet convey powerful emotional or symbolic meaning.

Juxtaposition: Placing unrelated or contradictory images side by side to create surprising or
bizarre effects.

Stream of Consciousness: A narrative style that mimics the flow of thoughts and feelings,
often non-linear and fragmented.

Absurdity and Paradox: Highlighting the irrational or nonsensical aspects of life to challenge
conventional reasoning.

Exploration of the Unconscious: Delving into hidden desires, fears, and memories beneath
conscious awareness.

Themes commonly explored include identity crises, alienation, freedom and constraint, and the
tensions between reality and imagination. These elements combine to produce literature that is not
only visually and intellectually stimulating but also emotionally resonant.

How Surrealism in Literature Influences Readers

Reading surrealist literature can be both disorienting and enlightening. Because these works defy
traditional storytelling rules, they encourage readers to engage actively with the text, interpreting
symbols and piecing together meaning from fragmented narratives. This process can deepen one’s
understanding of human psychology, creativity, and the complexities of perception.

For writers, embracing surrealism provides a pathway to break free from conventional narrative
structures and explore the subconscious realms in innovative ways. Surrealist literature remains a
powerful tool for expressing what often cannot be said through straightforward language.

Whether you’re a casual reader curious about the bizarre worlds beyond reality or a writer looking
to experiment with form and meaning, exploring examples of surrealism in literature opens up new
avenues of imagination and insight. From Kafka’s unsettling transformations to Murakami’s mystical
journeys, surrealism invites us to see the world through a different, often dreamlike lens—and that
perspective is endlessly fascinating.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some famous examples of surrealism in literature?
Famous examples of surrealism in literature include André Breton's "Nadja," Franz Kafka's "The
Metamorphosis," and Salvador Dalí's collaborative works with writers like Paul Éluard. These works
often feature dream-like sequences and illogical scenarios.

How does surrealism manifest in literature?
Surrealism in literature manifests through bizarre, dream-like imagery, unexpected juxtapositions,
and illogical narratives that challenge reality and explore the unconscious mind.

Can you name a surrealist novel and describe its surreal
elements?
"The Metamorphosis" by Franz Kafka is a surrealist novel where the protagonist, Gregor Samsa,
inexplicably transforms into a giant insect. This bizarre event and the ensuing absurdity highlight
themes of alienation and identity.

Which literary techniques are commonly used in surrealist
literature?
Surrealist literature commonly uses techniques like automatic writing, stream of consciousness, free
association, and vivid, dream-like imagery to evoke the unconscious and disrupt traditional narrative
structures.

Are there any contemporary examples of surrealism in
literature?
Yes, contemporary authors like Haruki Murakami and Kelly Link incorporate surrealist elements in
their works, blending the fantastical with reality to create mysterious and dreamlike stories.

How does surrealism in literature differ from magical realism?
Surrealism focuses on illogical, dream-like, and fantastical elements that often defy reality and logic,
aiming to explore the unconscious mind. Magical realism, however, integrates magical elements into
a realistic setting in a matter-of-fact way, blending the extraordinary with the ordinary.

Additional Resources
Examples of Surrealism in Literature: Exploring the Boundaries of Reality and Imagination

Examples of surrealism in literature provide a fascinating window into the ways writers have
challenged conventional narrative forms and explored the subconscious mind. Surrealism, initially a
cultural movement that emerged in the early 20th century, sought to unleash the creative power of



the unconscious by juxtaposing irrational images and ideas. While surrealism is often associated
with visual arts, its literary manifestations are equally compelling, revealing how language and
storytelling can break free from rational constraints. This article delves into some of the most
emblematic examples of surrealism in literature, analyzing their features, themes, and the impact on
readers and literary tradition.

Understanding Surrealism in Literary Contexts

Surrealism in literature is characterized by its embrace of dream-like sequences, illogical events,
and unexpected combinations of images or concepts. Unlike traditional narratives that rely on cause-
and-effect logic, surrealist literature seeks to disrupt reality and provoke new ways of perceiving the
world. This often involves tapping into the subconscious, where symbolism and free association
dominate. From fragmented narratives to bizarre scenarios, surrealist texts challenge readers’
expectations and invite them to engage with meaning beyond the surface.

The movement arose as a reaction to the devastation of World War I and the perceived failures of
rationalism and traditional social structures. Inspired by Sigmund Freud’s theories of the
unconscious and dreams, surrealist writers sought to liberate language and thought from societal
constraints. The resulting works often blur the lines between reality and fantasy, sanity and
madness, waking life and dreams.

Key Examples of Surrealism in Literature

André Breton’s “Nadja”

Often regarded as the manifesto of literary surrealism, André Breton’s *Nadja* (1928) blends
autobiography, novel, and philosophical discourse. The narrative follows Breton’s encounters with a
mysterious woman named Nadja, whose elusive presence blurs the boundary between reality and
fantasy. The text is punctuated by photographs and interruptions, emphasizing the fragmented,
dreamlike quality of experience. Breton’s work exemplifies surrealism through its exploration of
chance, desire, and the uncanny, inviting readers to question the nature of reality itself.

Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis”

While Kafka is not strictly classified as a surrealist, his novella *The Metamorphosis* (1915) exhibits
many surrealist traits that influenced the movement. The story’s premise—a man inexplicably
transforms into a giant insect—presents an absurd and unsettling scenario that defies rational
explanation. Kafka’s exploration of alienation, identity, and the absurdity of existence resonates with
surrealism’s focus on the unconscious and the irrational. The blending of mundane family dynamics
with grotesque transformation creates a powerful surrealistic atmosphere that has captivated
readers for decades.



Haruki Murakami’s Surrealist Narratives

Contemporary literature also embraces surrealism, with Japanese author Haruki Murakami standing
as a prominent example. His novels, such as *Kafka on the Shore* and *The Wind-Up Bird
Chronicle*, blend ordinary settings with surreal events—talking cats, alternate realities, and
mysterious disappearances. Murakami’s use of magical realism and surreal imagery creates a
liminal space where characters navigate between dreams and waking life. His work demonstrates
how surrealism remains relevant in modern storytelling by addressing existential themes through
enigmatic and poetic prose.

Julio Cortázar’s “Hopscotch”

Argentinian writer Julio Cortázar’s *Hopscotch* (1963) stands out for its experimental structure and
surreal narrative techniques. The novel can be read in multiple sequences, disrupting traditional
linear storytelling. The fragmented narrative, combined with philosophical musings and fantastical
episodes, embodies surrealism’s ethos of defying logic and embracing multiplicity. Cortázar’s work
challenges readers not only in content but also in form, making it a seminal example of literary
surrealism’s push toward innovation.

Features and Techniques of Surrealist Literature

Surrealist literature employs a variety of techniques to achieve its distinctive effect:

Stream of consciousness: Capturing the flow of thoughts and feelings without logical order.

Automatic writing: Writing spontaneously without conscious control, allowing unconscious
ideas to emerge.

Juxtaposition: Placing unrelated or contradictory images side by side to create surprise or
tension.

Dream imagery: Incorporation of fantastical, illogical scenes reminiscent of dreams.

Fragmentation: Disjointed narrative structure that mirrors the fractured nature of
perception.

Symbolism: Use of symbolic elements to evoke deeper psychological or philosophical
meanings.

These techniques work collectively to dismantle the reader’s expectations of narrative coherence
and invite a more intuitive engagement with the text.



The Role of the Unconscious and Dream Logic

Central to surrealist literature is the idea that the unconscious mind holds truths inaccessible to
rational thought. Writers use dream logic—where time, space, and causality are fluid—to explore
hidden desires, fears, and contradictions. This approach allows literature to transcend the mundane
and reach into more profound emotional and intellectual territories. Surrealist texts often feel
disorienting but also liberating, reflecting the complexity of human experience beyond surface
reality.

Impact and Legacy of Surrealism in Literature

The influence of surrealism extends far beyond its initial period, shaping genres such as magical
realism, postmodernism, and experimental fiction. Surrealist literature challenged the dominance of
realism and paved the way for new narrative possibilities. Its emphasis on subconscious exploration
resonates with psychoanalytic theory and has inspired countless writers to experiment with form
and content.

However, surrealism also presents challenges. Its rejection of conventional logic can alienate
readers accustomed to clear plotlines and resolutions. The abstract, symbolic nature of many
surrealist works demands active interpretation and openness to ambiguity. For some, this
complexity is a strength, offering depth and richness; for others, it can be a barrier to accessibility.

Despite these challenges, the continued popularity of surrealist elements in contemporary literature
attests to the movement’s enduring appeal. From the unsettling metamorphoses of Kafka to the
enigmatic worlds of Murakami, surrealism invites readers to question reality and embrace the
unknown.

Exploring examples of surrealism in literature reveals a rich tapestry of innovation and imagination.
By breaking free from linear narratives and embracing the unconscious, surrealist writers have
expanded the possibilities of storytelling and opened new avenues for literary expression. Whether
through fragmented structures, dreamlike imagery, or symbolic complexity, surrealism continues to
captivate and challenge readers worldwide.

Examples Of Surrealism In Literature

  examples of surrealism in literature: The Language of Surrealism Peter Stockwell,
2016-10-14 The Language of Surrealism explores the revolutionary experiments in language and
mind undertaken by the surrealists across Europe between the wars. Highly influential on the
development of art, literary modernism, and current popular culture, surrealist style remains
challenging, striking, resonant and thrilling – and the techniques by which surrealist writing
achieves this are set out clearly in this book. Stockwell draws on recent work in cognitive poetics
and literary linguistics to re-evaluate surrealism in its own historical setting. In the process, the
book questions later critical theoretical views of language that have distorted our ideas about both
surrealism and language itself. What follows is a piece of literary criticism that is fully
contextualised, historically sensitive, and textually driven, and which sets out in rich and readable
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detail this most intriguing and disturbing literature.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Historical Dictionary of Surrealism Will Atkin,
2021-12-10 The Surrealist Movement is an international intellectual movement that has led a
sustained questioning of the basis of human experience under twentieth- and twenty-first century
modernity since its founding in the early 1920s. Influenced by the psychoanalytical teachings of
Sigmund Freud, Surrealism emerged among the generation that had witnessed the insanity and
horror of the First World War, and was conceived of as a framework for investigating the
little-understood phenomena of dreams and the unconscious. In these territories the surrealists
recognized an alternative axis of human experience that did not align with the rational, workaday
rhythms of modern life, and which instead revealed the extent to which individual subjectivity had
been constrained by post-Enlightenment rationalism and by the economic forces governing the
post-industrial world. Against these trends, the Surrealist Movement has sought to re-evaluate the
foundations of modern society and reassert the primacy of the imagination for almost a century
to-date. This book offers focused introductions to numerous writers, poets, artists, filmmakers,
precursors, groups, movements, events, concepts, cultures, nations and publications connected to
Surrealism, providing orientation for students and casual readers alike. Historical Dictionary of
Surrealism, Second Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography.
The dictionary section has more than 200 cross-referenced entries on the Surrealist Movement’s
engagement with the realms of politics, philosophy, science, poetry, art and cinema, and charts the
international surrealist community’s diverse explorations of specific thematic territories such as
magic, occultism, mythology, eroticism and gothicism. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about surrealism.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Surrealism and Photography in 1930s Japan Jelena
Stojkovic, 2020-05-31 Despite the censorship of dissident material during the decade between the
Manchurian Incident of 1931 and the outbreak of the Pacific War in 1941, a number of
photographers across Japan produced a versatile body of Surrealist work. In a pioneering study of
their practice, Jelena Stojkovic draws on primary sources and extensive archival research and maps
out art historical and critical contexts relevant to the apprehension of this rich photographic output,
most of which is previously unseen outside of its country of origin. The volume is an essential
resource in the fields of Surrealism and Japanese history of art, for researchers and students of
historical avant-gardes and photography, as well as forreaders interested in visual culture.
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Course of English Surrealist Poetry Since the
1930s Rob Jackaman, 1989 This study proposes that there has been a revival of surrealist poetry,
and traces an uninterrupted thread of development in surrealism throughout 20th-century English
poetry.
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Rise of Surrealism Willard Bohn, 2012-02-01 In
The Rise of Surrealism, Willard Bohn examines the various literary and artistic developments that
prepared the way for the international Surrealist movement—including Cubism, Metaphysical Art,
and Dada—as well as the triumph of Surrealism itself. In an analysis that spans the first two-thirds of
the twentieth century, Bohn surveys writers and artists from France, Italy, Germany, Spain,
Argentina, Mexico, Chile, and the United States, examining both their aversion to mimesis and the
solutions they devised to replace it. Much of the book is concerned with competing artistic models
and with different strategies for creating avant-garde works, and focuses on such figures as
Guillaume Apollinaire, Max Weber, Marius de Zayas, Francis Picabia, Giorgio de Chirico, André
Breton, J. V. Foix, and Joan Miró. The dynamics of the imagery that painters and poets chose to
employ and the new roles this imagery assumed in their compositions are also discussed.
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Lazy Intellectual Richard J Wallace, 2010-09-18
It's a small attention span world out there, and not everyone's interested in paging through lengthy
tomes to deepen their intellect. They want their information. And they want it now. This book fills
that void next to the recliner as the go-to reference whenever work conversations or bar trivia have
you feeling stupid. The top ten academic subjects are broken into digestible pieces such as: Fast



Facts: One-liners that delivers important information Repeatable Quotables: Smart words by smart
people to make readers look smart by repeating Visual Aids: Graphs, charts, and tables for when
even a few words are way too much Cheat Sheets: Chapter-ending recaps that reinforce the major
points to take away Whether they want an answer to a biology question, or to brush up on their
Spanish during a commercial break, this book is perfect for people who couldn't bother paying
attention the first time.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Teaching Children's Literature Diane Duncan,
2013-01-11 Drawing on a series of recently conducted classroom workshops and live interviews with
the authors, this inspiring book examines five popular children’s authors: Philip Pullman, J.K.
Rowling, Michael Morpurgo, Anthony Browne, Jacqueline Wilson and the genre of comic books. Four
genres are explored in detail: the picture book, written narrative, film narrative and comic books.
Teaching Children’s Literature provides detailed literary knowledge about the chosen authors and
genres alongside clear, structured guidelines and creative ideas to help teachers, student teachers
and classroom assistants make some immensely popular children’s books come alive in the
classroom. This accessible and inspiring text for teachers, parents, student teachers and students of
children’s literature: includes a variety of discussion, drama, writing and drawing activities, with
ideas for Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning which can be used to plan a unit of work or
series of interrelated lessons for pupils aged between seven and fourteen years provides detailed,
literary knowledge about the authors, their works, language, plot and characterisation, including
exclusive transcripts of interviews with three contemporary children’s book authors shows teachers
how pupils can be encouraged to become more critical and knowledgeable about screen, picture and
comic narratives as well as written narratives demonstrates how reading stories can help connect
pupils and teachers to a broader pedagogy in ways which promote deeper thinking, learning and
engagement. This lively, informative and practical book will enable teachers, students and classroom
assistants to plan inspiring and enjoyable lessons which will encourage them to teach children’s
literature in an entirely different and inventive way.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Children's Literature in the Classroom Diane M.
Barone, 2011-03-08 Many reading programs today overlook an essential component of literacy
instruction—helping children develop an enduring love of reading. This authoritative and accessible
guide provides a wealth of ideas for incorporating high-quality children's books of all kinds into K–6
classrooms. Numerous practical strategies are presented for engaging students with picturebooks,
fiction, nonfiction, and nontraditional texts. Lively descriptions of recommended books and activities
are interspersed with invaluable tips for fitting authentic reading experiences into the busy school
day. Every chapter concludes with reflection questions and suggestions for further reading. The
volume also features reproducible worksheets and forms.
  examples of surrealism in literature: American Modernism, 1910 - 1945 Roger Lathbury,
2009 A comprehensive reference guide to the modernist movement in American literature, this
volume provides a wealth of information on American modernism, the Lost Generation, modernism
in the American novel, the Harlem Renaissance, modernism in poetry and drama, and the literary
culture of the Moderns. Writers covered include: Countee Cullen, E. E. Cummings, John Dos Passos,
T. S. Eliot, William Faulkner, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sigmund Freud, Robert Frost, Ernest Hemingway,
Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Sinclair Lewis, Eugene O'Neill, Ezra Pound, Gertrude Stein,
and more.
  examples of surrealism in literature: History of the Surrealist Movement Gérard Durozoi,
2002 Tracing the movement from its origins in the 1920s to its decline in the 1950s and 1960s,
Durozoi tells the history of Surrealism through its activities, publications, and reviews,
demonstrating its close ties to some of the most explosive political, as well as creative, debates of
the twentieth century. Unlike other histories, which focus mainly on the pre-World War II years of
the movement in Paris, Durozoi covers both a wider chronological and geographic range, treating in
detail the postwar years and Surrealism's colonization of Latin America, the United States, Japan,
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Italy, and North Africa. Drawing on documentary and visual



evidence--including 1,000 photos, many of them in color--he illuminates all the intellectual and
artistic aspects of the movement, from literature and philosophy to painting, photography, and film.
All the Surrealist stars and their most important works are here--Aragon, Borges, Breton, Buñuel,
Cocteau, Crevel, Dalí, Desnos, Ernst, Man Ray, Soupault, and many more--for all of whom Durozoi
has provided brief biographical notes in addition to featuring them in the main text.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Realism, Rationalism, Surrealism Fer, Francis Haskell,
Briony Fer, David Batchelor, Paul Wood, 1993-01-01 This book begins by considering responses by
French artists to the First World War, showing how Purism, Dada, and early Surrealism are related
to the ethos of post-war reconstruction. The authors then discuss the language of construction in
places as dissimilar as France, Germany, and the Soviet Union; the contrasting demands of the
utility and decoration of objects and paintings; and the relationship of surrealism to questions of
sexuality and gender and to Freudian theory. The book concludes by addressing the widespread
debate over realism in art: whether it represents an alternative to the elitism of the avant-garde or
whether avant-garde art should play a role in the development of a modern realism.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Columbia History of Twentieth-century French
Thought Lawrence D. Kritzman, Brian J. Reilly, M. B. DeBevoise, 2006 This valuable reference is an
authoritative guide to 20th century French thought. It considers the intellectual figures, movements
and publications that helped define fields as diverse as history, psychoanalysis, film, philosophy, and
economics.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Dreaming of Cinema Adam Lowenstein, 2014-11-11
Video games, YouTube channels, Blu-ray discs, and other forms of new media have made theatrical
cinema seem old. A sense of cinema lost has accompanied the ascent of digital media, and many
worry film's capacity to record the real is fundamentally changing. Yet the Surrealist movement
never treated cinema as a realist medium and understood our perceptions of the real itself to be a
mirage. Returning to their interpretation of film's aesthetics and function, this book reads the
writing, films, and art of Luis Buñuel, Salvador Dalí, Man Ray, André Breton, André Bazin, Roland
Barthes, Georges Bataille, Roger Caillois, and Joseph Cornell and recognizes their significance for
the films of David Cronenberg, Nakata Hideo, and Atom Egoyan; the American remake of the
Japanese Ring (1998); and a YouTube channel devoted to Rock Hudson. Offering a positive
alternative to cinema's perceived crisis of realism, this innovative study enriches the meaning of
cinematic spectatorship in the twenty-first century.
  examples of surrealism in literature: From Art Nouveau to Surrealism Nathalie Aubert,
Pierre-Philippe Fraiture, Patrick McGuinness, 2007 This book explores an artistic culture, which
produces the unclassifiable, as a rule. It presents Belgian artistic culture from the 1890s to the
1940s. The book examines the theme of doubleness and reflection in Belgian Symbolism.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Surrealism, History and Revolution Simon Baker,
2007 This book is a new account of the surrealist movement in France between the two world wars.
It examines the uses that surrealist artists and writers made of ideas and images associated with the
French Revolution, describing a complex relationship between surrealism's avant-garde revolt and
its powerful sense of history and heritage. Focusing on both texts and images by key figures such as
Louis Aragon, Georges Bataille, Jacques-André Boiffard, André Breton, Robert Desnos, Max Ernst,
Max Morise, and Man Ray, this book situates surrealist material in the wider context of the literary
and visual arts of the period through the theme of revolution. It raises important questions about the
politics of representing French history, literary and political memorial spaces, monumental
representations of the past and critical responses to them, imaginary portraiture and revolutionary
spectatorship. The study shows that a full understanding of surrealism requires a detailed account of



its attitude to revolution, and that understanding this surrealist concept of revolution means
accounting for the complex historical imagination at its heart.
  examples of surrealism in literature: A Companion to Dada and Surrealism David Hopkins,
2022-01-06 This excellent overview of new research on Dada and Surrealism blends expert synthesis
of the latest scholarship with completely new research, offering historical coverage as well as
in-depth discussion of thematic areas ranging from criminality to gender. This book provides an
excellent overview of new research on Dada and Surrealism from some of the finest established and
up-and-coming scholars in the field Offers historical coverage as well as in–depth discussion of
thematic areas ranging from criminality to gender One of the first studies to produce global
coverage of the two movements, it also includes a section dealing with the critical and cultural
aftermath of Dada and Surrealism in the later twentieth century Dada and Surrealism are arguably
the most popular areas of modern art, both in the academic and public spheres
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Short
Fiction Lisa Chalykoff, Neta Gordon, Paul Lumsden, 2013-08-09 Designed for courses taught at the
introductory level in Canadian universities and colleges, this new anthology provides a rich selection
of literary texts. In each genre the anthology includes a vibrant mix of classic and contemporary
works. Each work is accompanied by an author biography and by explanatory notes, and each genre
is prefaced by a substantial introduction. Pedagogically current and uncommon in its breadth of
representation, The Broadview Introduction to Literature invites students into the world of literary
study in a truly distinctive way. The short fiction volume of The Broadview Introduction to Literature
gathers 39 important short stories from Edgar Allan Poe to Sherman Alexie. Examples of
microfiction, illustrated fiction, and formally innovative stories are included along with classics of
the genre.
  examples of surrealism in literature: Surrealism Natalia Brodskaya, 2018-03-13
  examples of surrealism in literature: The Screen in Surrealist Art and Thought Haim
Finkelstein, 2017-07-05 An interrogation of the notion of space in Surrealist theory and philosophy,
this study analyzes the manifestations of space in the paintings and writings done in the framework
of the Surrealist Movement. Haim Finkelstein introduces the 'screen' as an important spatial
paradigm that clarifies and extends the understanding of Surrealism as it unfolds in the 1920s,
exploring the screen and layered depth as fundamental structuring principles associated with the
representation of the mental space and of the internal processes that eventually came to be linked
with the Surrealist concept of psychic automatism. Extending the discussion of the concepts at stake
for Surrealist visual art into the context of film, literature and criticism, this study sheds new light
on the way 'film thinking' permeates Surrealist thought and aesthetics. In early chapters, Finkelstein
looks at the concept of the screen as emblematic of a strand of spatial apprehension that informs the
work of young writers in the 1920s, such as Robert Desnos and Louis Aragon. He goes on to explore
the way the spatial character of the serial films of Louis Feuillade intimated to the Surrealists a
related mode of vision, associated with perception of the mystery and the Marvelous lurking behind
the surfaces of quotidian reality. The dialectics informing Surrealist thought with regard to the
surfaces of the real (with walls, doors and windows as controlling images), are shown to be at the
basis of Andr?reton's notion of the picture as a window. Contrary to the traditional sense of this
metaphor, Breton's 'window' is informed by the screen paradigm, with its surface serving as a locus
of a dialectics of transparency and opacity, permeability and reflectivity. The main aesthetic and
conceptual issues that come up in the consideration of Breton's window metaphor lay the
groundwork for an analysis of the work of Giorgio de Chirico, Ren?agritte, Max Ernst, Andr?asson,
and Joan Mir?he concluding chapter consi
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Monday of heart
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