elvis and the birth of rock and roll

**Elvis and the Birth of Rock and Roll**

elvis and the birth of rock and roll are inextricably linked in the annals of music history. When
people think about the origins of this revolutionary genre, the image of Elvis Presley often springs to
mind—a young man from Tupelo, Mississippi, whose charismatic voice and electrifying stage
presence helped transform American music forever. But how exactly did Elvis contribute to the birth
of rock and roll? And what made his impact so enduring? Let’s dive into the story of Elvis and the
birth of rock and roll to uncover the roots of this cultural phenomenon and understand why his
legacy still resonates today.

The Cultural Melting Pot That Sparked Rock and Roll

Before Elvis burst onto the scene, the mid-20th century American music landscape was divided
along racial and genre lines. Blues, gospel, country, and rhythm and blues each had their own
audiences, often separated by geography and social barriers. Rock and roll emerged as a vibrant
fusion of these styles, blending the soulful expression of African American blues and gospel with the
twang and storytelling of country music.

Roots in Rhythm and Blues and Country

Rock and roll’s foundation was built on African American rhythm and blues artists like Chuck Berry,
Little Richard, and Fats Domino, who pioneered energetic beats, catchy melodies, and rebellious
lyrics. Simultaneously, country and western music contributed storytelling elements and distinctive
guitar sounds. Elvis Presley’s genius was in bridging these worlds—taking the raw emotion and drive
of rhythm and blues and combining it with the accessible melodies and vocal styles of country.

Elvis Presley: The Catalyst for a Musical Revolution

When Elvis first recorded “That’s All Right” in 1954, it wasn’t just another song. It marked a seismic
shift in popular music. His unique sound captured the imagination of young Americans across racial
divides, making him a symbol of the new, youthful energy exploding in the post-war era.

A Voice That Crossed Boundaries

Elvis’s vocal style was unlike anything the mainstream audience had heard before. His ability to
infuse each note with emotion—from tender ballads to raucous rockers—helped break down racial
barriers in music consumption. His recordings at Sun Studio in Memphis demonstrated how
seamlessly the fusion of black and white musical traditions could create something fresh and
exciting.



Stage Presence and Charisma

Beyond his voice, Elvis’s electrifying presence on stage played a crucial role in popularizing rock and
roll. His energetic hip swings, playful gestures, and genuine connection with audiences made him an
unforgettable performer. This charisma helped rock and roll move from a niche genre to a cultural
force that shaped fashion, dance, and youth identity.

The Impact of Elvis on the Music Industry

Elvis’s rise to fame changed the way the music industry operated. Record labels, radio stations, and
television networks quickly realized the commercial potential of rock and roll, shifting their focus
toward the burgeoning youth market.

Breaking Down Racial Barriers

Although the music industry was still largely segregated, Elvis’s widespread appeal helped introduce
black music styles to white audiences. His success opened doors for more African American artists
to gain recognition in mainstream markets, slowly chipping away at the racial divides in music.

Popularizing Rock and Roll Worldwide

Elvis didn’t just influence American music; his impact was global. His films, television appearances,
and international tours helped spread rock and roll beyond the United States, inspiring countless
musicians around the world to embrace this new sound.

Understanding the Musical Innovations That Defined
Elvis’s Sound

Elvis’s music wasn’t just about blending genres; it was about innovation in songwriting,
instrumentation, and production techniques that set rock and roll apart from previous styles.

Signature Elements in Elvis’s Music

e Rhythmic Drive: The strong backbeat and syncopated rhythms gave his songs an irresistible
groove.

¢ Guitar Techniques: The use of electric guitar riffs and solos added edge and excitement.



¢ Vocals: His dynamic range and emotional expressiveness made each song compelling.

¢ Song Structure: Simple verses and choruses that were easy to sing along with, driving mass
appeal.

Collaborations That Shaped His Sound

Elvis’s partnerships with producers like Sam Phillips and musicians such as Scotty Moore and Bill
Black were instrumental in crafting the sound that became synonymous with rock and roll. Their
experimentation with recording techniques and arrangements pushed the boundaries of what
popular music could be.

Elvis and the Social Changes Fueled by Rock and Roll

The birth of rock and roll was not just a musical revolution; it was a social one. Elvis’s rise coincided
with a time of significant cultural shifts in America.

Youth Culture and Rebellion

Rock and roll became the soundtrack for a new generation that sought to differentiate itself from the
conservative values of their parents. Elvis embodied this spirit of youthful rebellion—his provocative
performances and nonconformist style challenged norms and inspired teens to assert their own
identities.

Integration and Racial Awareness

While racial segregation was deeply entrenched, rock and roll’s roots in African American music
exposed white audiences to black culture in a way that was emotionally resonant and accessible.
Elvis, as a white artist who openly drew from black musical traditions, became a controversial yet
pivotal figure in cultural integration.

Tips for Exploring Elvis’s Role in Rock and Roll History

If you're interested in diving deeper into Elvis and the birth of rock and roll, here are some ways to
enrich your understanding:

e Listen to Early Recordings: Start with Elvis’s Sun Studio sessions and early hits like “That’s
All Right” and “Heartbreak Hotel” to hear the raw energy that defined his sound.



¢ Explore Influences: Check out rhythm and blues artists like Chuck Berry and Little Richard,
as well as country stars like Hank Williams, to see where Elvis drew inspiration.

e Watch Performances: Viewing Elvis’s televised appearances, especially on shows like The Ed
Sullivan Show, reveals his charisma and the cultural impact of his stage presence.

e Read Biographies: Books and documentaries on Elvis’s life provide context about the social
and industry dynamics during rock and roll’s emergence.

The Enduring Legacy of Elvis and Rock and Roll

Even decades after his passing, Elvis Presley remains an emblem of rock and roll’s birth and spirit.
His influence can be traced through countless artists and genres, from rock and pop to hip-hop and
beyond. The way he blended musical styles, broke social barriers, and captured the imagination of a
generation helped shape the modern music landscape.

Understanding Elvis’s role in the birth of rock and roll isn’t just about nostalgia—it’s about
appreciating how music can reflect and drive cultural change. Whether you're a longtime fan or a
curious newcomer, exploring this chapter of music history offers valuable insights into the power of
art to unite, inspire, and evolve.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the 'King of Rock and Roll' and why?

Elvis Presley is considered the 'King of Rock and Roll' because of his pioneering role in popularizing
rock and roll music in the 1950s, blending various musical styles, and his charismatic performances
that helped bring the genre into mainstream culture.

How did Elvis Presley contribute to the birth of rock and roll?

Elvis Presley contributed to the birth of rock and roll by combining rhythm and blues, country, and
gospel music into a new sound, recording groundbreaking tracks like 'That's All Right,' and
captivating audiences with his unique voice and energetic stage presence.

What role did Elvis’s early recordings at Sun Studio play in
rock and roll history?

Elvis’s early recordings at Sun Studio in Memphis were crucial as they marked some of the first rock
and roll recordings, showcasing a fusion of musical styles that helped define the genre and
launching Elvis’s career as a rock and roll icon.



How did the cultural context of the 1950s influence Elvis and
the rise of rock and roll?

The 1950s cultural context, including post-war optimism, the rise of youth culture, and increased
access to radios and televisions, created an environment where Elvis’s innovative music and
rebellious image resonated with teenagers, fueling the rise of rock and roll.

What impact did Elvis Presley have on racial integration in
music during the birth of rock and roll?

Elvis Presley helped bridge racial divides in music by popularizing songs rooted in African American
rhythm and blues to a broad, predominantly white audience, which contributed to greater
recognition and appreciation of black artists and musical styles.

Which musical artists influenced Elvis and helped shape the
sound of early rock and roll?

Elvis was influenced by a variety of artists including blues musicians like B.B. King and Muddy
Waters, gospel singers from the church, and country stars such as Hank Williams, all of whom
helped shape the eclectic sound of early rock and roll.

Additional Resources
Elvis and the Birth of Rock and Roll: A Cultural Revolution

elvis and the birth of rock and roll are inextricably linked in the annals of American music
history. Widely regarded as the "King of Rock and Roll," Elvis Presley did not merely contribute to
the genre; he became a symbol of a profound cultural shift that redefined music, race relations, and
youth identity in the mid-20th century. Understanding Elvis's role requires an exploration of the
origins of rock and roll, the socio-cultural context of the 1950s, and how his unique blend of musical
influences helped catapult rock and roll from a niche phenomenon to a dominant force in global
popular culture.

The Origins of Rock and Roll: Setting the Stage

Rock and roll emerged in the post-World War II era, a time of rapid social change and technological
advancement in the United States. Its roots can be traced to a fusion of rhythm and blues, country,
gospel, and blues music, genres deeply embedded in African American and Southern white
traditions. By the early 1950s, independent record labels began promoting artists who blended these
styles, appealing to a younger, more diverse audience eager for new sounds.

The birth of rock and roll was not the work of a single artist or moment, but rather a confluence of
cultural and musical currents. Names like Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and Fats Domino were pivotal
in shaping the sound and style of early rock and roll, emphasizing energetic rhythms, guitar riffs,
and charismatic performances. However, it was the emergence of Elvis Presley that brought



unprecedented mainstream attention to the genre.

Elvis Presley’s Early Influences and Musical Style

Elvis’s background is a critical factor in understanding his impact on rock and roll. Born in Tupelo,
Mississippi, in 1935, Presley grew up surrounded by a rich tapestry of musical influences, from
gospel music in church to the blues and country sounds prevalent in the South. This eclectic
exposure allowed him to synthesize diverse elements into a style that was at once familiar and
revolutionary.

His early recordings at Sun Records in Memphis, produced by Sam Phillips, showcased this blend.
Hits like “That’s All Right” and “Blue Moon of Kentucky” combined the raw energy of rhythm and
blues with the storytelling tradition of country music. This hybrid sound was especially appealing to
the racially segregated youth of the time, bridging gaps between black and white audiences.

The Impact of Elvis on the Rock and Roll Movement

Elvis’s rise to fame in the mid-1950s marked a tipping point for rock and roll. His charismatic stage
presence, distinctive voice, and rebellious image captured the imagination of teenagers across
America and beyond. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Presley was able to cross over into
mainstream media, appearing on national television programs such as “The Ed Sullivan Show,”
which further amplified his influence.

Breaking Racial Barriers through Music

One of the most significant aspects of Elvis’s contribution to rock and roll was his role in challenging
existing racial barriers in music. During a time when segregation was legally enforced in many parts
of the United States, Elvis’s music drew heavily from African American traditions, and his popularity
among white audiences introduced many to black musical styles for the first time. While his adoption
of these influences has sparked debates about cultural appropriation, it undeniably helped
popularize black music on a broader scale.

Commercial Success and Media Representation

The commercial success of Elvis Presley was unprecedented for a rock and roll artist at the time. His
records sold millions of copies, and his concerts attracted massive crowds. This commercial viability
encouraged record labels and radio stations to invest more heavily in rock and roll artists,
accelerating the genre’s growth.

Moreover, Elvis’s image was carefully crafted to appeal to the burgeoning youth market. His
rebellious persona, characterized by provocative dance moves and a distinctive fashion sense,
symbolized a break from the conservative norms of the 1950s. This image was both celebrated and
criticized, with some adults viewing him as a threat to traditional values, which only intensified his



allure among teenagers.

Elvis and the Evolution of Rock and Roll

While Elvis is often credited with the birth of rock and roll, it is important to recognize that the
genre evolved rapidly during his career. His early work laid the foundation, but subsequent
developments in rock music reflected broader social changes and technological innovations.

Musical Innovation and Experimentation

As Elvis’s career progressed, he incorporated a wider array of musical styles, including pop ballads,
gospel, and even orchestral arrangements. Albums like “Elvis Is Back!” and his later movie
soundtracks demonstrated his versatility and willingness to experiment, influencing other musicians
to explore beyond traditional rock and roll boundaries.

The Globalization of Rock and Roll

Elvis’s international fame helped export rock and roll around the world, inspiring countless artists in
Europe, Latin America, and Asia. This globalization of the genre contributed to the emergence of
distinct regional rock movements, such as the British Invasion led by The Beatles, who themselves
acknowledged Elvis’s influence.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

The legacy of Elvis Presley in the context of rock and roll is multifaceted. On one hand, he is
celebrated as a pioneering artist who helped bring rock and roll into the mainstream and gave voice
to youth culture. On the other hand, his career raises important questions about race,
commercialism, and the dynamics of cultural exchange in popular music.

Enduring Influence on Music and Popular Culture

Elvis’s impact extends beyond his own recordings. His style, sound, and stagecraft set a template
that countless artists have emulated. The rock and roll genre itself has evolved into numerous
subgenres, yet the foundational elements that Presley helped popularize remain central to popular
music.

Critical Perspectives and Controversies

Critics have debated the implications of Elvis’s appropriation of African American music, with some



arguing that his success overshadowed the contributions of black artists who originally developed
rock and roll. Others contend that his role was more complex, serving as a bridge that helped
dismantle racial barriers in the music industry.

e Pros of Elvis’s Role: Mainstreamed rock and roll, broke racial barriers, inspired global youth
culture.

e Cons and Criticisms: Issues of cultural appropriation, overshadowing lesser-known black
artists, commercialization of the genre.

Revisiting Elvis’s Place in Rock and Roll History

Understanding Elvis and the birth of rock and roll requires a nuanced perspective that
acknowledges both his groundbreaking contributions and the broader cultural context. While he was
not the sole originator of the genre, his unique synthesis of musical influences and unparalleled
popularity played a crucial role in shaping the trajectory of modern music.

His story is emblematic of the complex interplay between innovation, cultural exchange, and
commercial success that defines much of popular music history. As rock and roll continues to evolve,
Elvis’s legacy remains a touchstone for discussions about creativity, identity, and cultural
transformation in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Elvis And The Birth Of Rock And Roll

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Alfred Wertheimer. Elvis and the Birth of Rock and
Roll Robert Santelli, 2021-06 Find yourself up close and personal with the King. This collection
brings together over 300 photographs of Elvis from the legendary portfolio of Alfred Wertheimer.
Extraordinary in their intimacy and unparalleled in scope, these pictures immortalize a young man in
the very process of making history.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Elvis and the Birth of Rock and Roll Alfred
Wertheimer, Robert Santelli, 2015 Intim und in Nahaufnahme: Dieser nun auch als TASCHEN
Standardausgabe erhaltliche Band prasentiert iiber 300 Fotografien aus dem legendaren Portfolio
von Alfred Wertheimer, die den jungen Sanger aus Memphis auf der Schwelle zum Ruhm zeigen.
Einige der bemerkenswertesten und intimsten Fotos, die je von einem Prominenten gemacht
wurden. - Time Magazine, New York

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Before Elvis Larry Birnbaum, 2012-12-14 An essential
work for rock fans and scholars, Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock ‘n’ Roll surveys the origins of
rock 'n’ roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley. Unlike other
histories of rock, Before Elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on rock
music. Dispelling common misconceptions, it examines rock’s origins in hokum songs and big-band
boogies as well as Delta blues, detailing the embrace by white artists of African-American styles long
before rock 'n’ roll appeared. This unique study ranges far and wide, highlighting not only the
contributions of obscure but key precursors like Hardrock Gunter and Sam Theard but also the
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influence of celebrity performers like Gene Autry and Ella Fitzgerald. Too often, rock historians treat
the genesis of rock 'n’ roll as a bolt from the blue, an overnight revolution provoked by the bland pop
music that immediately preceded it and created through the white appropriation of music till then
played only by and for black audiences. In Before Elvis, Birnbaum daringly argues a more
complicated history of rock’s evolution from a heady mix of ragtime, boogie-woogie, swing, country
music, mainstream pop, and rhythm-and-blues—a melange that influenced one another along the
way, from the absorption of blues and boogies into jazz and pop to the integration of country and
Caribbean music into rhythm-and-blues. Written in an easy style, Before Elvis presents a bold
argument about rock’s origins and required reading for fans and scholars of rock 'n’ roll history.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Let's Rock! Richard Aquila, 2016-10-28 Rock & roll was
one of the most important cultural developments in post-World War II America, yet its origins are
shrouded in myth and legend. Let’s Rock! reclaims the lost history of rock & roll. Based on years of
research, as well as interviews with Bo Diddley, Pat Boone, and other rock & roll pioneers, the book
offers new information and fresh perspectives about Elvis, the rise of rock & roll, and 1950s
America. Rock & roll is intertwined with the rise of a post-World War II youth culture, the
emergence of African Americans in society, the growth of consumer culture, technological change,
the expansion of mass media, and the rise of a Cold War culture that endorsed traditional values to
guard against communism. Richard Aquila’s book demonstrates that early rock & roll was not as
rebellious as common wisdom has it. The new sound reflected the conservatism and conformity of
the 1950s as much as it did the era’s conflict. Rock & roll supported centrist politics, traditional
values, and mainstream attitudes toward race, gender, class, and ethnicity. The musical evidence
proves that most teenagers of the 1950s were not that different from their parents and grandparents
when it came to basic beliefs, interests, and pastimes. Young and old alike were preoccupied by the
same concerns, tensions, and insecurities. Rock & roll continues to permeate the fabric of modern
life, and understanding the music’s origins reminds us of the common history we all share. Music
lovers who grew up during rock & roll’s early years as well as those who have come to it more
recently will find Let’s Rock an exciting historical and musical adventure.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: The Birth of Rock 'n' Roll Peter Guralnick, Colin
Escott, 2022-11-22 The Birth of Rock 'n' Roll: 70 Years of Sun Records is the official history of this
legendary label, and looks at its story in a unique way: through the lens of 70 of its most iconic
recordings. From the early days with primal blues artists like Howlin' Wolf and B.B. King to long
nights in the studio with Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis, you will see how the label was shaped and how it
redefined American music. Accompanying the recordings is the label's origin story and a look at the
mission of the label today, as well as Sun Spot sidebars - a fascinating dive into subjects such as how
the iconic logo was created, the legendary Million Dollar Quartet sessions, and how the song Harper
Valley, PTA funded the purchase of the label.--Provided by publisher.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: History of Rock and Roll Tom Larson, Thomas E.
Larson, 2004 History of rock and roll includes: biographical information on past and present
musicians, composers, bands, producers, and record executives; analyses of evolutionary rock styles
from before the 1950s to the present, including a list of the most seminal recordings from each style;
an album-by-album review of ... the Beatles and Bob Dylan; an audio CD containing twenty notable
recordings in rock, with a synopsis of each.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Unsung Heroes of Rock 'n' Roll Nick Tosches, 1984
Portrays twenty-five people who made little-known contributions to rock 'n' roll, and supplies a
chronolgy of rock 'n' roll.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Before Elvis Larry Birnbaum, 2012-12-14 An essential
work for rock fans and scholars, Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock ‘n’ Roll surveys the origins of
rock 'n’ roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley. Unlike other
histories of rock, Before Elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on rock
music. Dispelling common misconceptions, it examines rock’s origins in hokum songs and big-band
boogies as well as Delta blues, detailing the embrace by white artists of African-American styles long



before rock 'n’ roll appeared. This unique study ranges far and wide, highlighting not only the
contributions of obscure but key precursors like Hardrock Gunter and Sam Theard but also the
influence of celebrity performers like Gene Autry and Ella Fitzgerald. Too often, rock historians treat
the genesis of rock 'n’ roll as a bolt from the blue, an overnight revolution provoked by the bland pop
music that immediately preceded it and created through the white appropriation of music till then
played only by and for black audiences. In Before Elvis, Birnbaum daringly argues a more
complicated history of rock’s evolution from a heady mix of ragtime, boogie-woogie, swing, country
music, mainstream pop, and rhythm-and-blues—a melange that influenced one another along the
way, from the absorption of blues and boogies into jazz and pop to the integration of country and
Caribbean music into rhythm-and-blues. Written in an easy style, Before Elvis presents a bold
argument about rock’s origins and required reading for fans and scholars of rock 'n’ roll history.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Race, Rock, and Elvis Michael T. Bertrand, 2000 In Race,
Rock, and Elvis, Michael T. Bertrand contends that popular music, specifically Elvis Presley's brand
of rock 'n' roll, helped revise racial attitudes after World War II. Observing that youthful fans of
rhythm and blues, rock 'n' roll, and other black-inspired music seemed more inclined than their
segregationist elders to ignore the color line, Bertrand links popular music with a more general
relaxation, led by white youths, of the historical denigration of blacks in the South. The tradition of
southern racism, successfully communicated to previous generations, failed for the first time when
confronted with the demand for rock 'n' roll by a new, national, commercialized youth culture. In a
narrative peppered with the colorful observations of ordinary southerners, Bertrand argues that
appreciating black music made possible a new recognition of blacks as fellow human beings.
Bertrand documents black enthusiasm for Elvis Presley and cites the racially mixed audiences that
flocked to the new music at a time when adults expected separate performances for black audiences
and white. He describes the critical role of radio and recordings in blurring the color line and notes
that these media made black culture available to appreciative whites on an unprecedented scale. He
also shows how music was used to define and express the values of a southern working-class youth
culture in transition, as young whites, many of them trying to orient themselves in an unfamiliar
urban setting, embraced black music and culture as a means of identifying themselves. By adding
rock 'n' roll to the mix of factors that fed into civil rights advances in the South, Race, Rock, and
Elvis shows how the music,with its rituals and vehicles, symbolized the vast potential for racial
accord inherent in postwar society.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Yankee Go Home (& Take Me With U) George McKay,
2016-10-06 We can do little to escape the experience of the United States of America through many
media: TV, pop music, youth culture, Hollywood, fast food. How do these traces and images affect
us? Do we internalize them, want to be American? Do we (can we?) resist them? Is our desire for
them a symptom of European pop culture's crisis? From black face minstrelsy, rap music and fiction
to McDonald's, rock festivals and Star Trek, the cultural conception of America is critically unpacked
by contributors from Europe, Israel and the USA. McKay rounds off the picture by offering a
comprehensive introduction that explains theoretical approaches to Americanization from the thesis
of Yankee cultural imperialism to America as site of liberation or fantasy.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: A Brief History of Rock, Off the Record Wayne
Robins, 2016-03-31 The birth of rock ‘n’ roll signaled the blossoming of a new teenage culture,
dividing generations and introducing a new attitude of rebellion and independence. From Chuck
Berry to the Beatles, from punk rock to hip hop, rock ‘n’ roll has continuously transformed alongside
or in reaction to social, cultural, and political changes. A Brief History of Rock, Off the Record is a
concise introduction to rock history and the impact it has had on American culture. It is an
easy-to-read, vivid account written by one of rock’s leading critics. Pulling from personal interviews
over the years, Wayne Robins interweaves the developments in rock music with his commentary on
the political and social events and movements that defined their decades.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: History of Rock 'n' Roll in Ten Songs Greil Marcus,
2014-09-02 The legendary critic and author of Mystery Train “ingeniously retells the tale of rock and




roll” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Unlike previous versions of rock 'n’ roll history, this book
omits almost every iconic performer and ignores the storied events and turning points everyone
knows. Instead, in a daring stroke, Greil Marcus selects ten songs and dramatizes how each
embodies rock 'n’ roll as a thing in itself, in the story it tells, inhabits, and acts out—a new language,
something new under the sun. “Transmission” by Joy Division. “All I Could Do Was Cry” by Etta
James and then Beyoncé. “To Know Him Is to Love Him,” first by the Teddy Bears and almost half a
century later by Amy Winehouse. In Marcus’s hands these and other songs tell the story of the
music, which is, at bottom, the story of the desire for freedom in all its unruly and liberating glory.
Slipping the constraints of chronology, Marcus braids together past and present, holding up to the
light the ways that these striking songs fall through time and circumstance, gaining momentum and
meaning, astonishing us by upending our presumptions and prejudices. This book, by a founder of
contemporary rock criticism—and its most gifted and incisive practitioner—is destined to become an
enduring classic. “One of the epic figures in rock writing.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Marcus is our greatest cultural critic, not only because of what he says but also, as with
rock-and-roll itself, how he says it.”—The Washington Post Winner of the Deems Taylor Virgil
Thomson Award in Music Criticism, given by the American Society of Composers, Authors &
Publishers

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: All Shook Up Glenn C. Altschuler, 2003-08-07 The birth
of rock 'n roll ignited a firestorm of controversy--one critic called it musical riots put to a
switchblade beat--but if it generated much sound and fury, what, if anything, did it signify? As Glenn
Altschuler reveals in All Shook Up, the rise of rock 'n roll--and the outraged reception to it--in fact
can tell us a lot about the values of the United States in the 1950s, a decade that saw a great
struggle for the control of popular culture. Altschuler shows, in particular, how rock's switchblade
beat opened up wide fissures in American society along the fault-lines of family, sexuality, and race.
For instance, the birth of rock coincided with the Civil Rights movement and brought race music into
many white homes for the first time. Elvis freely credited blacks with originating the music he sang
and some of the great early rockers were African American, most notably, Little Richard and Chuck
Berry. In addition, rock celebrated romance and sex, rattled the reticent by pushing sexuality into
the public arena, and mocked deferred gratification and the obsession with work of men in gray
flannel suits. And it delighted in the separate world of the teenager and deepened the divide
between the generations, helping teenagers differentiate themselves from others. Altschuler
includes vivid biographical sketches of the great rock 'n rollers, including Elvis Presley, Fats
Domino, Chuck Berry, Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Buddy Holly--plus their white-bread
doppelgangers such as Pat Boone. Rock 'n roll seemed to be everywhere during the decade,
exhilarating, influential, and an outrage to those Americans intent on wishing away all forms of
dissent and conflict. As vibrant as the music itself, All Shook Up reveals how rock 'n roll challenged
and changed American culture and laid the foundation for the social upheaval of the sixties.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Unsung Heroes of Rock 'n' Roll Nick Tosches, 1999 The
author of Country now offers a paean to a forsaken time of relentless excess, sudden ruin, and fierce
music--the days of rock 'n' roll, long before Elvis came on the scene. 42 illustrations.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Ebony , 2001-07 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: The Free World Louis Menand, 2021-04-20 An engrossing
and impossibly wide-ranging project . . . In The Free World, every seat is a good one. —Carlos
Lozada, The Washington Post The Free World sparkles. Fully original, beautifully written . . . One
hopes Menand has a sequel in mind. The bar is set very high. —David Oshinsky, The New York Times
Book Review | Editors' Choice One of The New York Times's 100 best books of 2021 | One of The
Washington Post's 50 best nonfiction books of 2021 | A Mother Jones best book of 2021 In his
follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Metaphysical Club, Louis Menand offers a new
intellectual and cultural history of the postwar years The Cold War was not just a contest of power.



It was also about ideas, in the broadest sense—economic and political, artistic and personal. In The
Free World, the acclaimed Pulitzer Prize-winning scholar and critic Louis Menand tells the story of
American culture in the pivotal years from the end of World War II to Vietnam and shows how
changing economic, technological, and social forces put their mark on creations of the mind. How
did elitism and an anti-totalitarian skepticism of passion and ideology give way to a new sensibility
defined by freewheeling experimentation and loving the Beatles? How was the ideal of “freedom”
applied to causes that ranged from anti-communism and civil rights to radical acts of self-creation
via art and even crime? With the wit and insight familiar to readers of The Metaphysical Club and
his New Yorker essays, Menand takes us inside Hannah Arendt’s Manhattan, the Paris of Jean-Paul
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, Merce Cunningham and John Cage’s residencies at North Carolina’s
Black Mountain College, and the Memphis studio where Sam Phillips and Elvis Presley created a
new music for the American teenager. He examines the post war vogue for French existentialism,
structuralism and post-structuralism, the rise of abstract expressionism and pop art, Allen
Ginsberg’s friendship with Lionel Trilling, James Baldwin’s transformation into a Civil Right
spokesman, Susan Sontag’s challenges to the New York Intellectuals, the defeat of obscenity laws,
and the rise of the New Hollywood. Stressing the rich flow of ideas across the Atlantic, he also shows
how Europeans played a vital role in promoting and influencing American art and entertainment. By
the end of the Vietnam era, the American government had lost the moral prestige it enjoyed at the
end of the Second World War, but America’s once-despised culture had become respected and
adored. With unprecedented verve and range, this book explains how that happened.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Elvis After Elvis Gilbert B. Rodman, 2013-10-18 'For a
dead man, Elvis Presley is awfully noisy. His body may have failed him in 1977, but today his spirit,
his image, and his myths do more than live on: they flourish, they thrive, they multiply.' Why is Elvis
Presley so ubiquitous a presence in US culture? Why does he continue to enjoy a cultural
prominence that would be the envy of the most heavily publicized living celebrities? In Elvis after
Elvis Gil Rodman traces the myriad manifestations of The King in popular and not-so-popular
culture. He asks why Elvis continues to defy our expectations of how dead stars are supposed to
behave: Elvis not only refuses to go away, he keeps showing up in places where he seemingly doesn't
belong. Rodman draws upon an extensive and eclectic body of Elvis 'sightings', from Elvis's
appearances at the heart of the 1992 Presidential campaign to the debate over his worthiness as a
subject for a postage stamp, and from Elvis's central role in furious debates about racism and the
appropriation of African-American music to the world of Elvis impersonators and the importance of
Graceland as a place of pilgrimage for Elvis fans and followers. Rodman shows how Elvis has
become inseparable from many of the defining myths of US culture, enmeshed with the American
dream and the very idea of the 'United States', caught up in debates about race, gender and
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elvis and the birth of rock and roll: The University of Virginia Record University of
Virginia, 1999

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Children, Media, and American History Margaret
Cassidy, 2017-10-02 Printed poison. Pernicious stuff. Since the nineteenth century, these are some
of the many concerned comments critics have made about media for children. From dime novels to
comic books to digital media, Cassidy illustrates the ways children have used old media when they
were first introduced as new media. Further, she interrogates the extent to which different
conceptions of childhood have influenced adults’ reactions to children’s use of media. Exploring the
history of American children and media, this text presents a portrait of the way in which children
and adults adapt to a constantly changing media environment.

elvis and the birth of rock and roll: Uncle John's Presents Mom's Bathtub Reader Bathroom
Readers' Institute, Susan Steiner, 2012-09-01 Another variation of successful bathroom reader
single topic books. Most bathroom readers are sold to males, this book would target female
audience. Pitch to all women who have bought for their man or to men to buy for women and give
them equal time. Why a book celebrating Mommy? Abraham Lincoln said it best: “All that I am or




ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.” Uncle John’s Presents Mom’s Bathtub Reader is the only
book of its kind--an entertaining and upbeat collection of stories celebrating all things maternal.
Mom will be tickled pink by these 300 pages we’ve lovingly put together. So turn on the faucet,
climb into the bubble bath, and lose yourselfin . . . * Not-so wicked stepmothers * The sitcom mom
Hall-of-Fame * History’s all-time greatest mommies * Stand-up comedians and their jokes about their
moms * The Monkee mother who invented liquid paper * The gentle gorilla who mothered a kitten *
World leaders who are also moms * Calling Dr. Mom And much, much more! .
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