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Elizabeth Bowen Death of the Heart: A Deep Dive into Emotional Complexity and Social Intrigue

elizabeth bowen death of the heart is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the most
compelling novels of the 20th century. Elizabeth Bowen, an Anglo-Irish writer known for her acute
psychological insight and elegant prose, crafted "The Death of the Heart" in 1938 as a masterful
exploration of innocence, betrayal, and the intricate dynamics of human relationships. This novel
stands as a testament to Bowen’s ability to dissect social manners and emotional undercurrents with
remarkable subtlety.

If you’re curious about what makes Elizabeth Bowen’s "Death of the Heart" a literary treasure, this
article will guide you through its themes, characters, and the social context that shaped its enduring
relevance. Whether you are a student of literature, a Bowen enthusiast, or simply someone intrigued
by psychological novels, understanding the layers of "The Death of the Heart" will enrich your
appreciation of this classic work.

Understanding the Essence of Elizabeth Bowen’s
"Death of the Heart"

At its core, "Death of the Heart" is a novel about the vulnerability and complexity of human emotions
against the backdrop of pre-World War II England. Bowen’s narrative revolves around Portia
Quayne, a sixteen-year-old orphan who, after the death of her mother, is taken in by her estranged
relatives. The novel traces Portia’s journey as she navigates the bewildering and often harsh realities
of adult society.

Plot Overview and Setting

The novel opens with Portia’s arrival at her aunt’s house in London, a place filled with social rituals,
unspoken tensions, and carefully maintained facades. Bowen’s depiction of the English upper-middle
class is both intimate and critical, capturing the subtle power plays and emotional isolation
experienced by individuals within this social milieu.

The plot unfolds through a series of interactions between Portia and the other characters—most
notably Eddie, her guardian’s brother, whose complex relationship with Portia forms the emotional
heart of the novel. As Portia’s innocence gradually confronts the ambiguities and betrayals of adult
relationships, Bowen meticulously unpacks themes of trust, love, and the loss of naivety.

Elizabeth Bowen’s Narrative Style and Psychological Insight

One of the most remarkable aspects of "Death of the Heart" is Bowen’s narrative voice. Her prose is
elegant yet restrained, marked by a deep psychological acuity. Bowen skillfully captures the inner
turmoil of her characters without resorting to melodrama. The novel’s narrative structure allows



readers to see events from multiple perspectives, enriching the emotional texture of the story.

Bowen’s background as a short story writer informs her precise and economical use of language.
Each scene is carefully crafted to reveal the underlying tensions and emotional stakes. This style
invites readers to engage actively with the text, piecing together the subtle clues about each
character’s motivations and vulnerabilities.

Thematic Explorations in Elizabeth Bowen Death of the
Heart

Delving into the themes of "Death of the Heart" reveals why this novel remains a staple in
discussions of modernist literature and psychological fiction.

The Loss of Innocence and Emotional Awakening

Portia’s character epitomizes innocence in a world that is increasingly complex and morally
ambiguous. Her arrival at her relatives’ home marks the beginning of a painful emotional education.
Through Portia, Bowen explores how innocence can be both a source of strength and a vulnerability.
The “death of the heart” itself can be interpreted as the loss of this innocence—a necessary but
tragic step toward emotional maturity.

Social Class and Emotional Detachment

Bowen’s portrayal of the English upper-middle class exposes a society where social appearances
often mask emotional detachment or dysfunction. The characters maintain strict social codes that
dictate behavior, often at the expense of genuine human connection. This creates a chilling
atmosphere where vulnerability is risky and emotional expression is constrained.

Betrayal and Trust

A central tension in the novel is the fragile nature of trust. Portia’s interactions, especially with
Eddie, highlight how betrayal can devastate an individual’s sense of self and security. Bowen doesn’t
offer easy resolutions but instead presents trust as something delicate and easily shattered.

Character Analysis: The Heart of Elizabeth Bowen’s
Storytelling

The strength of "Death of the Heart" lies in its multifaceted characters, each serving as a lens
through which Bowen examines complex emotional landscapes.



Portia Quayne: Innocence and Curiosity

Portia is a compelling protagonist precisely because she is so achingly real—naïve yet perceptive,
hopeful yet vulnerable. Her curiosity about the adult world drives much of the narrative, and her
frankness often unsettles those around her. This makes her both an outsider and a mirror reflecting
the emotional shortcomings of others.

Eddie: Ambiguity and Conflict

Eddie, Portia’s guardian’s brother, embodies the contradictions of desire and repression. His
relationship with Portia is fraught with tension and ambiguity, revealing the complexities of human
motivations. Eddie’s inability to fully articulate or act on his feelings adds to the novel’s emotional
depth.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Other characters, such as Portia’s aunt and the various social acquaintances, contribute to the social
atmosphere that Bowen critiques. Each character’s behavior and attitudes help illustrate the
broader themes of alienation, social performance, and emotional survival.

Why Elizabeth Bowen’s "Death of the Heart" Still
Matters Today

More than eighty years after its publication, "Death of the Heart" continues to resonate with readers
and scholars alike. Its exploration of emotional vulnerability, the complexities of human
relationships, and the societal pressures that shape behavior remain deeply relevant.

Relevance in Contemporary Literary Studies

The novel is often studied in the context of modernist literature, with Bowen’s intricate narrative
techniques and psychological depth earning her a prominent place among 20th-century authors. It
offers rich material for discussions about gender, class, and the social fabric of interwar Britain.

Insights for Readers and Writers

For readers, "Death of the Heart" provides an opportunity to reflect on the challenges of emotional
honesty and the cost of social conformity. For writers, Bowen’s precise prose and nuanced character
development offer valuable lessons in how to depict internal conflict with subtlety and grace.



Tips for Reading Elizabeth Bowen Death of the Heart

If you decide to embark on reading "Death of the Heart," here are some tips to enhance your
experience:

Pay attention to the social context: Understanding the pre-WWII English society helps in
grasping the subtleties of character interactions.

Focus on character psychology: Bowen’s strength lies in her psychological insights, so read
slowly to appreciate the emotional layers.

Look for symbolism: Objects, settings, and recurring motifs often carry deeper meanings
related to the themes.

Engage with multiple perspectives: The novel invites readers to consider different
viewpoints, enriching the narrative complexity.

Reflect on the title: Consider what “death of the heart” means in relation to innocence, trust,
and emotional growth.

Immersing yourself in Elizabeth Bowen’s world can be a rewarding experience that challenges your
perceptions of human nature and society.

Elizabeth Bowen’s "Death of the Heart" remains a poignant exploration of the human condition,
wrapped in elegant prose and psychological depth. Its timeless themes and finely drawn characters
encourage readers to look beyond surface appearances and consider the fragile emotional realities
that lie beneath. Whether you approach it as a literary classic or a study in human psychology, this
novel offers rich insights that linger long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Elizabeth Bowen's 'The Death of
the Heart'?
'The Death of the Heart' explores themes of innocence, betrayal, and the complexities of human
relationships, particularly focusing on the loss of innocence and the impact of emotional cruelty.

Who is the protagonist in Elizabeth Bowen's 'The Death of the
Heart'?
The protagonist is Portia Quayne, a sixteen-year-old girl who comes to live with her relatives in
London and struggles to understand the adult world around her.



How does Elizabeth Bowen portray the theme of innocence in
'The Death of the Heart'?
Bowen portrays innocence through Portia's naïveté and vulnerability, contrasting it with the more
cynical and emotionally complex adults, highlighting the painful transition from childhood to
adulthood.

What role does the setting play in 'The Death of the Heart'?
The London setting during the late 1930s provides a backdrop of social tension and impending war,
which mirrors the emotional turmoil and uncertainty experienced by the characters.

How is the relationship between Portia and Anna Quayne
significant in 'The Death of the Heart'?
The relationship is central to the novel, showcasing a complicated dynamic of control,
misunderstanding, and emotional distance, which ultimately shapes Portia's coming-of-age journey.

What literary style is Elizabeth Bowen known for in 'The Death
of the Heart'?
Bowen's style is characterized by psychological depth, subtle irony, and detailed descriptions that
reveal the inner lives and social nuances of her characters.

How does 'The Death of the Heart' reflect the historical
context of its time?
The novel reflects pre-World War II anxieties and the shifting social norms of the 1930s, illustrating
the fragility of human connections in a changing world.

Why is 'The Death of the Heart' considered a significant work
in Elizabeth Bowen's career?
'The Death of the Heart' is regarded as one of Bowen's most important novels due to its intricate
character study, exploration of emotional vulnerability, and its contribution to modernist literature.

Additional Resources
Elizabeth Bowen Death of the Heart: An Analytical Exploration of Themes and Narrative

elizabeth bowen death of the heart stands as a poignant examination of innocence, emotional
complexity, and social alienation within the framework of post-war British society. This 1938 novel
by Elizabeth Bowen offers a profound exploration of human relationships, trust, and the often painful
interplay between appearance and reality. As a work that continues to resonate with readers and
scholars alike, it demands a closer, analytical look into its narrative structure, character
development, and thematic depth.



Contextualizing Elizabeth Bowen’s Death of the Heart

Elizabeth Bowen, an Anglo-Irish writer renowned for her psychological insight and atmospheric
prose, published Death of the Heart during a period of significant societal upheaval. The late 1930s
in Britain were marked by the looming threat of World War II and a shifting social order. Against
this backdrop, Bowen crafts a narrative that subtly intertwines personal tragedy with broader
cultural anxieties.

Death of the Heart centers on the character of Portia Quayne, a sixteen-year-old orphan navigating
the unfamiliar and often harsh realities of her new life under the guardianship of her distant
relatives. Bowen’s delicate yet incisive prose invites readers to witness Portia’s gradual loss of
innocence and her struggles to comprehend adult complexities in a rigid social environment.

Themes Explored in Death of the Heart

One of the most striking features of Elizabeth Bowen death of the heart is its exploration of
vulnerability and emotional isolation. Portia’s character embodies innocence and openness, qualities
that starkly contrast with the guarded, often cynical world around her. This juxtaposition highlights
the novel’s recurring theme: the death of emotional openness in the face of social expectations.

Trust and betrayal also play central roles in the narrative. Portia’s interactions with Mrs. Heccomb
and other guardians reveal the fragile balance between care and control. Bowen scrutinizes the
ways in which social hierarchies and personal insecurities can erode genuine human connection,
suggesting a broader commentary on the emotional repression prevalent in upper-middle-class
British society.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

Elizabeth Bowen’s skillful characterization is essential to the novel’s enduring impact. Portia’s
naivety is portrayed with empathy rather than condescension, allowing readers to engage deeply
with her perspective. The subtle psychological tension that emerges from Portia’s misinterpretations
and the adults’ concealments invites a nuanced reading of innocence as both a vulnerability and a
form of resistance.

Other characters, such as Anna Quayne and Eddie, serve as foils to Portia, embodying different
facets of emotional detachment and social performance. Bowen’s layered characterizations deliver a
complex portrayal of interpersonal dynamics, where silence often speaks louder than words.

Narrative Techniques and Literary Style

Bowen’s narrative style in Death of the Heart is characterized by its meticulous attention to detail
and atmospheric subtlety. The novel employs a third-person limited perspective that closely aligns
with Portia’s viewpoint, creating an intimate yet controlled narrative distance. This technique
effectively captures the protagonist’s confusion and gradual awakening to the complexities of adult



relationships.

The novel’s pacing and structure contribute to its suspenseful and reflective tone. The gradual
revelation of secrets and misunderstandings mirrors Portia’s internal development and the
incremental erosion of her idealism. Bowen’s use of symbolism—such as the recurring motifs of
windows and mirrors—enhances the thematic exploration of perception versus reality.

Comparative Analysis: Death of the Heart and Contemporary
Works

When compared to other interwar British novels, Elizabeth Bowen death of the heart exhibits unique
qualities that set it apart from its contemporaries. Unlike the overt social criticism of writers like
George Orwell or the modernist experimentation of Virginia Woolf, Bowen’s work is marked by a
subtle psychological realism and refined social observation.

For instance, while Woolf’s novels often delve into stream-of-consciousness and fragmented
narratives, Bowen maintains a coherent, linear progression that emphasizes external behaviors and
dialogues as much as internal states. This balance between external observation and internal
reflection allows Death of the Heart to function both as a character study and a social critique.

Legacy and Critical Reception

Since its publication, Elizabeth Bowen death of the heart has garnered critical acclaim for its
nuanced portrayal of adolescence and social dynamics. Literary critics have praised Bowen’s ability
to convey emotional complexity without resorting to melodrama, highlighting the novel’s enduring
relevance in discussions about youth, identity, and societal constraints.

The novel’s influence extends beyond literary studies into adaptations and cultural discussions about
the nature of emotional development in restrictive environments. It remains a staple in academic
curricula focused on 20th-century British literature and feminist readings, given its subtle
interrogation of gender roles and emotional expression.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

Pros: The novel’s psychological insight and richly drawn characters provide a compelling and
empathetic portrayal of adolescence. Bowen’s prose is elegant and evocative, enhancing the
reader’s immersion in the social milieu.

Cons: Some readers may find the pacing slow and the narrative style restrained, lacking the
dramatic flair of more plot-driven novels. The subtlety of Bowen’s social critique might also be
overlooked without careful reading.



Elizabeth Bowen death of the heart remains a significant work for those interested in the
intersections of psychology, social class, and literary form. Its enduring appeal lies in its capacity to
evoke the fragile complexities of human emotions and the often unseen forces that shape personal
identity within society. As readers continue to revisit this novel, it offers rich material for reflection
on the costs of innocence and the subtle workings of social power.
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  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: The Death of the Heart Elizabeth Bowen, 2019-06-05
The Death of the Heart is perhaps Elizabeth Bowen's best-known book. As she deftly and delicately
exposes the cruelty that lurks behind the polished surfaces of conventional society, Bowen reveals
herself as a masterful novelist who combines a sense of humor with a devastating gift for divining
human motivations. In this piercing story of innocence betrayed set in the thirties, the orphaned
Portia is stranded in the sophisticated and politely treacherous world of her wealthy half-brother's
home in London.There she encounters the attractive, carefree cad Eddie. To him, Portia is at once
child and woman, and her fears her gushing love. To her, Eddie is the only reason to be alive. But
when Eddie follows Portia to a sea-side resort, the flash of a cigarette lighter in a darkened cinema
illuminates a stunning romantic betrayal--and sets in motion one of the most moving and desperate
flights of the heart in modern literature.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: The Death of the Heart Elizabeth Bowen, 2000-05-09
The Death of the Heart is perhaps Elizabeth Bowen's best-known book. As she deftly and delicately
exposes the cruelty that lurks behind the polished surfaces of conventional society, Bowen reveals
herself as a masterful novelist who combines a sense of humor with a devastating gift for divining
human motivations. In this piercing story of innocence betrayed set in the thirties, the orphaned
Portia is stranded in the sophisticated and politely treacherous world of her wealthy half-brother's
home in London.There she encounters the attractive, carefree cad Eddie. To him, Portia is at once
child and woman, and her fears her gushing love. To her, Eddie is the only reason to be alive. But
when Eddie follows Portia to a sea-side resort, the flash of a cigarette lighter in a darkened cinema
illuminates a stunning romantic betrayal--and sets in motion one of the most moving and desperate
flights of the heart in modern literature.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: A Study Guide for Elizabeth Bowen's "The Death of
the Heart" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Elizabeth Bowen's The Death of
the Heart, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of
your research needs.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Elizabeth Bowen as Novelist William W. Bellis, 1958
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: NOVELS FOR STUDENTS CENGAGE LEARNING.
GALE, 2016
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Collected Stories of Elizabeth Bowen Elizabeth Bowen,
2019-10-15 A beautiful hardcover edition of the collected short stories of one of the best short story
writers who ever lived (Newsweek)—with an introduction by the Booker Prize-winning author of The
Sea. Widely known for her extraordinary novels, including The Heat of the Day, The House in Paris,
and The Death of the Heart, Elizabeth Bowen established herself in the front rank of
twentieth-century writers equally through her short fiction. This collection includes seventy-nine
magnificent stories written over the course of four decades, including such beloved classics as
“Mysterious Kôr,” “The Demon Lover,” “Summer Night,” “Ivy Gripped the Steps,” and “The Happy
Autumn Fields.” Whether placing her reader in a remote Irish castle or a seaside Italian villa or
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bomb-scarred London during the Blitz, Bowen was famous for scene setting of almost hallucinatory
vividness, but her ability to evoke inner landscapes of spellbinding intensity was even more
remarkable. Frustrated lovers, acutely observed children, and even vengeful ghosts inhabit her tales
with an urgency and emotional complexity that make it clear that the drama of human consciousness
was her central subject. These stories are enduring testimony to Bowen’s reputation as a creator of
finely chiseled narratives—rich in imagination, psychological insight, and craft—that transcend their
time and place.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Novels by Elizabeth Bowen Source Wikipedia, 2013-09
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or
other free sources online. Commentary (novels not included). Pages: 18. Chapters: Eva Trout (novel),
The Death of the Heart, The Heat of the Day, The House in Paris, The Last September. Excerpt: The
Last September is a novel by the Anglo-Irish writer Elizabeth Bowen published in 1929, concerning
life at the country mansion of Danielstown, Cork during the Irish War of Independence. Preface
Although The Last September was first published in 1929, a preface was written for this text
decades later to be included in the second American edition of this novel. Concerned that readers
unfamiliar with this particular chapter of Anglo-Irish history would not fully comprehend the
anxieties of these times, Bowen takes great pains to explain the particulars of both her writing
process and the political reasons for the unsettled atmosphere felt throughout the text, palpable
even in its most seemingly serene moments. Of all her books, Bowen notes, The Last September is
nearest to my heart, had a deep, unclouded, spontaneous source. Though not poetic, it brims up with
what could be the stuff of poetry, the sensations of youth. It is a work of instinct rather than
knowledge-to a degree, a 'recall' book, but there had been no such recall before. While Bowen's own
beloved family home, Bowen's Court, remained untouched throughout The Troubled Times this
preface explores the ramifications for witnesses of Ambushes, arrests, captures and burning,
reprisals and counter-reprisals as The British patrolled and hunted; the Irish planned, lay in wait,
and struck. I was the child of the house from which Danielstown derives Bowen concludes,
nevertheless, so often in my mind's eye did I see it burning that the terrible last event in The Last
September is more real than anything I have lived through. Part One: The Arrival of Mr. & Mrs.
Montmorency...
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: The Cambridge Guide to Women's Writing in English
Lorna Sage, 1999-09-30 This Guide aims to consolidate and epitomise the re-reading of women's
writing that has gone on in the last twenty-five years. This is an opportunity for stock-taking - a
timely project, when so much writing has been rediscovered, reclaimed and republished. There are
entries on writers, on individual texts, and on general terms, genres and movements, all printed in a
single alphabetical sequence. The earliest written documents in medieval English (the visionary
writings of Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe) are covered in an historical - and geographical -
sweep that takes us up to the present day. The book reflects the spread of literacy, the history of
colonisation and the development of post-colonial cultures using and changing the English language.
The entries are written by contributors from all the countries covered. The result is a work of
reference with a unique feeling for the vitality, wealth and diversity of women's writing.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: ,
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Dictionary of Real People and Places in Fiction M.C.
Rintoul, 2014-03-05 Fascinating and comprehensive in scope, the Dictionary of Real People and
Places in Fiction is a valuable source for both students and teachers of literature, and for those
interested in locating the facts behind the fiction they read. In a single, scholarly volume, it provides
intriguing insight into the real identity of people and places in the novels of over 300 American and



British authors published in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: The Madness of Art Robert Phillips, 2003-03-01 Robert
Phillips's conversational yet penetrating approach yields self-assessments that read like new essays
by the writers themselves. Conducted over the course of twenty years, many of these pieces were
first published in the Paris Review. Taken from a passage Henry James, the title speaks to the
madness that drives our greatest works of creativity. Phillips's interviews bring out this madness in
its most important sense: the writers are seers and visionaries, whose works inspire us beyond the
limits of reason. The conversations recorded in The Madness of Art attain that same level of
inspiration and power. Phillips questions his interviewees about their work methods, daily lives,
influences, sources of inspiration, relationship to other literary figures, response to critics, choice of
genre, audience, and reasons for writing.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die James Mustich,
2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST Celebrate the pleasure
of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as compulsively
readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it recommends. Covering
fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing, biography, children’s books,
history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across cultures and through time to
offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the recommendation, You have
to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather, it’s a celebration of the
glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be transfixed by a fresh
take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read and never got around
to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely unknown author and
work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and unexpected treasures, too.
Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but What a View. And its
alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost every turn of the page,
with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make Way for Ducklings, Alice
Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to read, other books by the
author, “if you like this, you’ll like that” recommendations , and an interesting endnote of
adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than six thousand titles by
nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of reading. “948 pages
later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Wastepaper Modernism Joseph Elkanah Rosenberg,
2021 Wastepaper Modernism traces how 20th-century writers imagined the fate of paper at the
dawn of a new media age.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Women in Twentieth-Century Literature Bettina L.
Knapp, 2010-11-01
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: British Literature in Transition, 1920–1940: Futility and
Anarchy Charles Ferrall, Dougal McNeill, 2018-12-20 Literature from the 'political' 1930s has often
been read in contrast to the 'aesthetic' 1920s. This collection suggests a different approach. Drawing
on recent work expanding our sense of the political and aesthetic energies of interwar modernisms,
these chapters track transitions in British literature. The strains of national break-up, class
dissension and political instability provoked a new literary order, and reading across the two
decades between the wars exposes the continuing pressure of these transitions. Instead of following
familiar markers - 1922, the Crash, the Spanish Civil War - or isolating particular themes from
literary study, this collection takes key problems and dilemmas from literature 'in transition' and
reads them across familiar and unfamiliar cultural works and productions, in their rich and
contradictory context of publication. Themes such as gender, sexuality, nation and class are thus
present throughout these essays. Major writers such as Woolf are read alongside forgotten and
marginalised voices.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: The Penguin Modern Classics Book Henry Eliot,
2021-11-18 The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the



Penguin Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books,
encompassing works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and
timeless storytellers. This reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so far,
with more than 1,800 books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is
the essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to
The Penguin Classics Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary
movements and over two thousand cover images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation
to dive in and explore the greatest literature of the last hundred years.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Irish Women Writers Elke D'hoker, 2010 After a
decade in which women writers have gradually been given more recognition in the study of Irish
literature, this collection proposes a reappraisal of Irish women's writing by inviting dialogues with
new or hitherto marginalised critical frameworks as well as with foreign and transnational literary
traditions. Several essays explore how Irish women writers engaged with European themes and
traditions through the genres of travel writing, the historical novel, the monologue and the fairy tale.
Other contributions are concerned with the British context in which some texts were published and
argue for the existence of Irish inflections of phenomena such as the New Woman, suffragism or
vegetarianism. Further chapters emphasise the transnational character of Irish women's writing by
applying continental theory and French feminist thinking to various texts; in other chapters new
developments in theory are applied to Irish texts for the first time. Casting the efforts of Irish women
in a new light, the collection also includes explorations of the work of neglected or emerging authors
who have remained comparatively ignored by Irish literary criticism.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Uncertain Futures Senia Paseta, 2016-06-17 This
volume has been produced to mark the retirement of Roy Foster from the Carroll Professorship of
Irish history at the University of Oxford, and to mark his extraordinary career as a historian, literary
critic, and public intellectual. It consists of twenty three essays contributed by many of the leading
historians of modern Ireland, including scholars whose work has influenced Roy Foster's own
research, leading Irish historians who have influenced and have been influenced by Foster, and
younger scholars who were supervised and/or mentored by Roy and whose work he greatly admires.
Essays chart Foster's career while reflecting on developments in the field of Irish history writing,
teaching, and research since the 1970s. Focussing on the history of Ireland since 1800, these essays
cover a wide spectrum of topics and ideas including aspects of the Irish land question, generational
and intellectual tensions, political biography, and social and cultural change.
  elizabeth bowen death of the heart: Guide to British Prose Fiction Explication Lynn
Beene, 1997
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