definition of modernization in sociology

Definition of Modernization in Sociology: Understanding Social Transformation

Definition of modernization in sociology serves as a foundational concept for grasping how
societies evolve over time. At its core, modernization refers to the process through which traditional
societies transition into more contemporary, industrialized, and bureaucratically organized ones. This
transformation encompasses changes in technology, culture, economy, and social institutions. But
beyond a simple transition, modernization in sociology delves into how these shifts affect human
behavior, social relationships, and the overall structure of societies.

What Exactly Is Modernization in Sociology?

Modernization in sociology is often described as the multidimensional process by which societies
move from pre-industrial to industrial stages. It is a broad term that includes economic development,
technological advancement, urbanization, and the rise of rational-legal authority. Sociologists use this
concept to analyze how societies adapt to new realities brought about by innovations and changing
social norms.

Unlike a purely economic or technological term, the sociological definition of modernization highlights
the accompanying social and cultural changes. These include shifts in family structures, education
systems, political institutions, and value systems. The essence lies in understanding how
modernization reshapes not just infrastructure but also human interactions and collective identities.

The Historical Context of Modernization Theory

Modernization theory emerged prominently in the mid-20th century, particularly in the aftermath of
World War Il, when many developing nations sought pathways to economic and social progress. Early
sociologists and development theorists such as Talcott Parsons and Walt Rostow explored how
societies could emulate Western models of industrialization and democracy to achieve modernization.

Rostow’s “Stages of Economic Growth” model, for example, outlined a linear progression from
traditional to modern society through distinct phases like the "take-off" and "drive to maturity."
Although modernization theory provided a useful framework, it also attracted criticism for its
ethnocentric assumptions and oversimplified views of complex social realities.

Key Characteristics of Modernization in Sociology

Modernization brings a variety of profound changes to societies. Understanding these characteristics
helps illuminate the broader concept of modernization in sociology:

#### 1. Industrialization and Technological Advancement
At the heart of modernization is the shift from agrarian economies to industrial production. This
transformation leads to mass manufacturing, mechanization, and technological innovation, which



fundamentally alter work and daily life.

###+# 2. Urbanization
As industries grow, people migrate from rural areas to cities, leading to rapid urban development.
Urbanization changes social dynamics by fostering diverse populations and new social networks.

###+# 3. Rationalization and Bureaucracy

Modern societies increasingly rely on rational-legal authority rather than traditional or charismatic
leadership. Bureaucratic organizations with formal rules and procedures become central to
governance and social coordination.

#### 4. Secularization
Modernization often involves a decline in the influence of religion over public and political life, as
scientific reasoning and secular ethics take precedence.

#### 5. Social Mobility and Individualism

Modernization promotes greater social mobility as education and economic opportunities expand. This
encourages individualism, where personal achievement and self-expression become key societal
values.

The Social Implications of Modernization

Understanding the definition of modernization in sociology requires exploring its impact on social
structures and human relationships. Modernization can lead to both progress and challenges.

#### Changing Family Dynamics
Traditional extended family models tend to give way to nuclear families in modern societies. This shift
affects caregiving patterns, inheritance, and social support systems.

#### Education and Socialization
Education becomes a critical vehicle for transmitting modern values and skills. Modern societies
emphasize formal schooling that prepares individuals for complex economies and civic participation.

###+# Political and Economic Institutions

Modernization fosters the development of democratic institutions, legal systems, and capitalist
markets. These changes encourage citizen participation but also raise issues related to inequality and
governance.

Modernization and Globalization: Interconnected Processes

While modernization often focuses on individual societies, it is closely linked with globalization. The
spread of modern ideas, technologies, and economic practices across the world accelerates social
change everywhere. Globalization intensifies interactions between societies, leading to hybrid
cultures and transnational social movements.

This interconnectedness poses new questions for sociologists studying modernization: How do local
traditions adapt or resist global modern influences? What role do international organizations play in



shaping modernization paths?

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives

The traditional definition of modernization in sociology has evolved significantly. Early modernization
theory was criticized for assuming a one-size-fits-all development model, often prioritizing Western
norms and overlooking cultural diversity.

Contemporary sociologists advocate for a more nuanced approach that considers:

- **Multiple modernities:** Different societies experience modernization uniquely, shaped by culture,
history, and local conditions.

- *Dependency and world-systems theories:** These highlight how global inequalities affect
modernization trajectories, challenging the idea that all societies can progress similarly.

- ¥**Sustainability and technology:** Modernization today also involves addressing environmental
concerns and the social impacts of rapid technological change.

Modernization in Everyday Life: Practical Insights

For individuals and communities, understanding modernization in sociology offers valuable
perspectives:

- Recognizing how social roles and expectations evolve helps navigate changing family and workplace
dynamics.

- Awareness of modernization’s influence on education and politics equips citizens to engage more
effectively in democratic processes.

- Understanding the balance between tradition and innovation can foster cultural sensitivity and social
cohesion.

Final Thoughts on the Definition of Modernization in Sociology

The definition of modernization in sociology is not just about economic growth or technological
progress; it's about the complex interplay of social transformations that reshape human life. It
captures the journey societies undertake as they adapt to changing realities, balancing continuity
with change.

By appreciating the depth and diversity of modernization processes, we gain a richer understanding
of how societies develop and how individuals fit into an ever-evolving social world. This perspective
remains essential for anyone interested in the dynamics of social change and the future of human
communities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of modernization in sociology?

In sociology, modernization refers to the process through which societies transform from traditional,
agrarian structures to modern, industrialized, and urbanized systems, characterized by technological
advancement, economic development, and social change.

How does modernization theory explain social change?

Modernization theory explains social change as a linear process where societies evolve from
traditional to modern stages through industrialization, technological innovation, and cultural shifts,
leading to improved living standards and political development.

What are the key characteristics of modernization in
sociology?

Key characteristics include industrialization, urbanization, secularization, increased literacy and
education, technological advancement, and the development of complex social institutions.

How is modernization related to industrialization in sociology?

Industrialization is a central component of modernization, as it involves the development of industries
and mechanized production, which drives economic growth and social transformation in the
modernization process.

What role does technology play in the modernization process?

Technology acts as a catalyst in modernization by enabling increased productivity, communication,
and innovation, which contribute to economic development and changes in social structures and
cultural values.

How do sociologists view the impact of modernization on
traditional societies?

Sociologists recognize that modernization can lead to the erosion of traditional customs and social
structures, causing cultural shifts, social mobility, and sometimes social conflicts as societies adapt to
new norms and institutions.

What is the difference between modernization and
westernization in sociology?

Modernization refers to the broader process of social and economic development, while
westernization specifically denotes the adoption of Western cultural values and practices, which may
or may not accompany modernization.



Can modernization occur without economic development?

In sociology, economic development is generally considered a crucial component of modernization, as
increased economic productivity and wealth creation often drive social and institutional changes.

What are some criticisms of modernization theory in
sociology?

Critics argue that modernization theory is ethnocentric, oversimplifies complex social changes,
ignores the negative consequences of modernization, and underestimates the role of local cultures
and global inequalities in shaping development.

Additional Resources

Definition of Modernization in Sociology: An Analytical Review

Definition of modernization in sociology refers to the complex process through which societies
transition from traditional or pre-modern stages to contemporary, industrialized, and technologically
advanced structures. This concept has been central to sociological inquiry, providing a framework for
understanding societal transformation concerning economic development, cultural shifts, political
institutions, and social organization. Modernization encompasses both material progress and changes
in social attitudes, values, and behaviors, reflecting a multidimensional evolution that impacts
virtually every aspect of human life.

Understanding modernization in sociology requires examining its theoretical foundations, empirical
manifestations, and the diverse trajectories it can take across different societies. This article delves
deeply into the definition, key features, and debates surrounding modernization, while integrating
relevant sociological perspectives and contemporary implications.

Theoretical Foundations of Modernization

Modernization theory emerged prominently in the mid-20th century, shaped largely by scholars
seeking to explain the rapid industrialization and social change observed in Western societies. Early
theorists such as Talcott Parsons and Walt Rostow framed modernization as a linear and universal
process, where societies progress through distinct stages of development—from traditional agrarian
economies to modern industrialized states.

Rostow's "Stages of Economic Growth," for instance, outlines five phases: traditional society,
preconditions for take-off, take-off, drive to maturity, and age of high mass consumption. This model
suggests a predictable path toward modernization, emphasizing economic growth, technological
innovation, and institutional development as key drivers.

However, the definition of modernization in sociology has evolved to acknowledge the
multidimensionality of the process, incorporating cultural, political, and social dimensions beyond
mere economic factors. Contemporary sociologists emphasize that modernization involves changes in
social structures (such as urbanization and bureaucratization), shifts in values (toward rationality and
individualism), and transformations in political systems (toward democracy and legal-rational



authority).

Key Dimensions and Features of Modernization

Several core features characterize modernization within sociological discourse:

¢ Industrialization: The shift from agrarian economies to industrial production, marked by
mechanization, factory-based labor, and mass production.

e Urbanization: Growth of cities as centers of economic activity, culture, and social interaction,
leading to demographic concentration and new social dynamics.

e Secularization: Decline of religious authority and traditional belief systems, replaced by
rational and scientific worldviews.

e Bureaucratization: The emergence of formal organizational structures governed by rules and
procedures to manage complex social and economic activities.

» Social Differentiation: Increased specialization of labor and social roles, resulting in more
complex societal stratification.

¢ Political Modernization: Development of modern political institutions, legal systems, and
often the expansion of democratic governance.

These dimensions illustrate that modernization is not solely an economic phenomenon but an
encompassing social transformation affecting identity, culture, governance, and interpersonal
relations.

Comparative Perspectives on Modernization

One of the critical discussions in the sociology of modernization concerns its applicability across
different cultural and historical contexts. While early modernization theory posited a universal path
toward modernity modeled after Western societies, subsequent critiques have underscored the
diversity of modernization experiences.

For example, some societies have experienced rapid industrial growth without corresponding political
liberalization, resulting in authoritarian regimes with modern economic infrastructures (e.g., China).
Others have maintained traditional cultural elements while adopting technological advancements,
illustrating hybrid forms of modernity.

Postmodern and dependency theorists challenge the notion that modernization is inherently positive
or linear. They argue that modernization can produce social dislocation, environmental degradation,
and reinforce global inequalities by privileging Western models of development. This critical lens
expands the definition of modernization in sociology to include its contradictions and contested



outcomes.

Pros and Cons of Modernization

Analyzing the benefits and drawbacks of modernization illuminates its complex sociological
implications:
e Pros:
o Economic growth and improved standards of living.
o Advances in education, health care, and infrastructure.
o Greater social mobility and individual freedoms.

o Expansion of democratic institutions and rule of law.

e Cons:

o

Social alienation and weakening of traditional community bonds.

[¢]

Environmental challenges due to industrialization.

[¢]

Increased inequality and marginalization of certain groups.

[¢]

Loss of cultural diversity and homogenization of lifestyles.

These contrasting effects underscore why the definition of modernization in sociology must account
for its multidimensional and sometimes contradictory nature.

Modernization and Social Change: Mechanisms and
Outcomes

Modernization acts as a catalyst for profound social change, reshaping institutions and everyday life.
Sociologists investigate the mechanisms through which modernization influences social behavior,
identity formation, and cultural norms.

One important mechanism is the rise of rationalization, as described by Max Weber, where social
actions become increasingly guided by logic, efficiency, and calculability rather than tradition or
emotion. This shift affects everything from economic transactions to family structures and political



participation.

Another outcome is the transformation of social roles and relationships. Modernization often leads to
more egalitarian gender relations, diversification of family forms, and new occupational categories.
However, these changes can generate tensions between modern values and traditional customs,
especially in societies undergoing rapid transition.

Modernization in a Globalized World

Contemporary globalization has complicated the process of modernization, creating
interconnectedness that transcends national borders. The diffusion of technology, ideas, and cultural
practices accelerates modernization but also introduces new challenges, such as cultural imperialism
and resistance movements.

Moreover, globalization highlights disparities in modernization levels, with some regions integrating
fully into the global economy and others remaining marginalized. Sociologists are increasingly
focused on how modernization interacts with global forces, shaping diverse modernization paths
rather than a singular global standard.

The definition of modernization in sociology today thus incorporates global interdependencies, hybrid
cultural identities, and the negotiation between universalizing tendencies and local traditions.

In sum, the definition of modernization in sociology captures a broad and evolving set of processes
that drive social transformation. It is not merely an economic or technological phenomenon but a
complex interplay of institutional change, cultural shifts, and political development. As societies
continue to navigate the challenges and opportunities of modernization, sociological analysis remains
essential to understanding its multifaceted impacts and guiding equitable and sustainable futures.

Definition Of Modernization In Sociology

definition of modernization in sociology: Modernization Science Chuangi He, 2012-02-18
Depending on their national level of income, development and modernization, all countries in the
world can be generally categorized as either advanced or developing. Studies on why advanced
countries continue to develop, how they maintain their level of development, and how developing
countries enter into the advanced club fall into the field of “modernization science,” which is an
emerging interdisciplinary science. This monograph, the first English book available on
“modernization science,” interprets its concepts, methodologies, general theories, first and second
modernization, six level-specific, six field-specific and three sector-specific modernizations,
modernization policy and evaluation, and the principles and methods of national development since
the 18th century. It provides clear, systematic, up-to-date information on this new discipline with
more than 173 figures and 265 tables, and covers 131 countries and 97% of the global population. A
comprehensive outlook on world modernization is presented from a Chinese perspective.

definition of modernization in sociology: UGC NET Paper 2 _ Sociology Volume - 2 Mr.
Rohit Manglik, 2024-03-02 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector,


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/definition-of-modernization-in-sociology.pdf

committed to empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in
competitive exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured
content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

definition of modernization in sociology: The Sociology of Southeast Asia Victor T. King,
2008 One of the main problems faced by teachers and students who have a scholarly interest in
Southeast Asia is the lack of general, user-friendly texts in the social sciences. The absence of an
introduction to the sociology of Southeast Asia is especially unfortunate. This volume attempts to
meet these needs. This is, then, the first sole-authored introductory sociology text on Southeast Asia
that focuses on change and development in the region, provides an overview of the important
sociological and political economy writings, and considers the key concepts and themes in the field
since 1945. Some multiauthored works do exist but these either are outdated or focus on specialized
topics. Aimed primarily at undergraduates up to the final year, it will also be a useful reference work
for post-graduates and researchers who lack such a general work.

definition of modernization in sociology: The Sociology of the State Bertrand Badie,
Pierre Birnbaum, 1983-05-15 Too often we think of the modern political state as a universal
institution, the inevitable product of History rather than a specific creation of a very particular
history. Bertrand Badie and Pierre Birnbaum here persuasively argue that the origin of the state is a
social fact, arising out of the peculiar sociohistorical context of Western Europe. Drawing on
historical materials and bringing sociological insights to bear on a field long abandoned to jurists
and political scientists, the authors lay the foundations for a strikingly original theory of the birth
and subsequent diffusion of the state. The book opens with a review of the principal evolutionary
theories concerning the origin of the institution proposed by such thinkers as Marx, Durkheim, and
Weber. Rejecting these views, the authors set forward and defend their thesis that the state was an
invention rather than a necessary consequence of any other process. Once invented, the state was
disseminated outside its Western European birthplace either through imposition or imitation. The
study concludes with concrete analyses of the differences in actual state institutions in France,
Prussia, Great Britain, the United States, and Switzerland.

definition of modernization in sociology: Development Theory David Lehmann, 2010-11-26
The studies in this book, first published in 1979, offer an all-encompassing contemporary critique of
the sociology, politics and economics of development as they are ‘conventionally’ taught and
disseminated. They also seek to outline the beginnings of a new approach, while not sparing from
criticism the simplistic of contemporary radical theories. The reissue will prove of significant
interest to the teaching of development studies at both undergraduate and post-graduate levels.

definition of modernization in sociology: UGC NET Sociology Paper II Chapter Wise Note
Book | Complete Preparation Guide EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2022-09-15 ¢ Best Selling Book in
English Edition for UGC NET Sociology Paper II Exam with objective-type questions as per the latest
syllabus given by the NTA . ¢ Increase your chances of selection by 16X. « UGC NET Sociology Paper
IT Kit comes with well-structured Content & Chapter wise Practice Tests for your self evaluation ¢
Clear exam with good grades using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.

definition of modernization in sociology: Settlement Spaces: Urban Survival Prospects
of China’s Special Communities Xiao Wu, Lingjin Wang, 2021-10-16 This book examines the
settlement space of special communities in China on the community scale from an interdisciplinary
approach that combines perspectives from urban planning and sociology. Using the framework of
integration response, it theoretically and empirically explores the approaches these communities
adopt to survive and evolve. Empirically, this discussion centers on four particular groups, namely
international students, land-lost peasants, ethnic minorities, and migrant workers, and offers an
analysis of their settlement spaces from different perspectives. Theoretically, this study optimizes
the logic of one-way integration as used in classical theories. By constructing a two-way linkage in
the theoretical framework of integration response, it provides a multi-scenario interpretation and
summary of the laws of survival and evolution that govern the urban settlements of special
communities in China. This study conforms to the major transformations that China has undergone



in the concepts, models, and orientation of its development since the 18th National Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party. Furthermore, it renders profound research value and bears practical
significance for the adjustment and management of urban spatial patterns in China, social care for
marginalized groups, and the construction of a harmonious and moderately prosperous society. This
study provides valuable reference for educators, researchers, and management personnel across
various fields, including urban planning, geography, and sociology.

definition of modernization in sociology: Dictionary of Sociology Tony Lawson, Joan
Garrod, 2012-11-12 With full coverage of areas such as social stratification, crime and deviance,
culture and identity, mass media, power and politics, and religion, the Dictionary of Sociology is
designed to give the reader a sound introduction to the debates and issues in which sociologists
engage. Cross references abound, while illustrations and tables further aid understanding and the
A-Z format makes the book exceptionally easy to use.

definition of modernization in sociology: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of
Religion Peter Clarke, 2011-02-04 The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion draws on the
expertise of an international team of scholars providing both an entry point into the sociological
study and understanding of religion and an in-depth survey into its changing forms and content in
the contemporary world. The role and impact of religion and spirituality on the politics, culture,
education and health in the modern world is rigorously discussed and debated. The study of the
sociology of religion forges interdisciplinary links to explore aspects of continuity and change in the
contemporary interface between society and religion. Using a combination of theoretical,
methodological and content-led approaches, the fifty-seven contributors collectively emphasise the
complex relationships between religion and aspects of life from scientific research to law, ecology to
art, music to cognitive science, crime to institutional health care and more. The developing
character of religion, irreligion and atheism and the impact of religious diversity on social cohesion
are explored. An overview of current scholarship in the field is provided in each themed chapter with
an emphasis on encouraging new thinking and reflection on familiar and emergent themes to
stimulate further debate and scholarship. The resulting essay collection provides an invaluable
resource for research and teaching in this diverse discipline.

definition of modernization in sociology: Handbook of Classical Sociological Theory Seth
Abrutyn, Omar Lizardo, 2021-11-01 This is the first handbook focussing on classical social theory. It
offers extensive discussions of debates, arguments, and discussions in classical theory and how they
have informed contemporary sociological theory. The book pushes against the conventional classical
theory pedagogy, which often focused on single theorists and their contributions, and looks at
isolating themes capturing the essence of the interest of classical theorists that seem to have
relevance to modern research questions and theoretical traditions. This book presents new
approaches to thinking about theory in relationship to sociological methods.

definition of modernization in sociology: Introduction to Sociology George Ritzer, Wendy
Wiedenhoft Murphy, 2019-07-30 Show students the relevance of sociology to their lives. While
providing a rock-solid foundation, Ritzer and Wiedenhoft illuminate traditional sociological concepts
and theories, as well as some of the most compelling contemporary social phenomena: globalization,
consumer culture, the Internet, and the McDonaldization of society.

definition of modernization in sociology: The Blackwell Dictionary of Modern Social Thought
William Outhwaite, 2008-04-15 Modern social thought ranges widely from the social sciences to
philosophy, political theories and doctrines, cultural ideas and movements, and the influence of the
natural sciences. Provides an authoritative overview of the main themes of social thought. Long
essays and entries give full coverage to each topic. Covers major currents of thought, philosophical
and cultural trends, and the individual social sciences from anthropology to welfare economics. New
edition updates about 200 entries and includes new entries, suggestions for further reading, and a
bibliography of all sources cited within the text.

definition of modernization in sociology: Social Well-Being, Development, and Multiple
Modernities in Asia Jaeyeol Yee, Hiroo Harada, Masayuki Kanai, 2024-10-02 This book presents an




integrated international exploration of social well-being from a comparative standpoint: how it is
framed, how it is perceived by the people, and how it is exploited by the state. It provides a genuine
multicultural and multidimensional understanding of social well-being in an Asian context by
showing the strength of comparative analysis. The idiosyncrasy of an individual society is
reinterpreted through the universality of harmonized data analysis and imaginative discussion of the
findings. The book offers the reader a deep understanding of how social well-being is framed in eight
Asian countries, how it is contextualized in each society, and how it is correlated with the concept of
development and sustainability. Articulated by carefully chosen examples, historical background,
and interpretation of the latest data analysis, this book is highly recommended to readers who seek
to understand the relationship among the well-being of individuals, national development, and global
sustainability.

definition of modernization in sociology: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion
Professor Pal Repstad, Assoc Prof Inger Furseth, 2013-05-28 An Introduction to the Sociology of
Religion provides an overview of sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters
are organized according to topic. Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary
sociologists from Karl Marx to Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including
religion. Throughout the book, illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.

definition of modernization in sociology: Handbook of Historical Sociology Gerard Delanty,
Engin F Isin, 2003-06-03 " The overall conception of the volume is absolutely splendid, and the
editors skilfully place the material in the context of disciplinary and post-disciplinary developments
in sociology. This is a major contribution to the field, as well as a comprehensive and reliable guide
to its main components’ - William Outhwaite, Professor of Sociology, School of European Studies,
University of Sussex "It is hard to think of anything that has been left out in this masterly survey of
contemporary historical sociology. The editors have done a superb job in the selection of both
themes and contributors. We now at last have an up-to-date book to assign in our graduate courses
on comparative historical sociology. There’s really nothing else like it out there.... The editors’
introduction is one of the best things I have read on how the field developed, and the problems it has
encountered’ - Krishan Kumar, William R Kenan, Jr Professor of Sociology, University of Virginia 'The
range of topics covered and the number of distinguished scholars who have contributed to the
handbook is impressive, with leading figures such as Bryan S Turner, John R Hall, Gianfranco Poggi
and Craig Calhoun among the contributors to a book that covers areas as diverse as post-colonial
historiography and the historical sociology of the city... the handbook fills a void within the sizable
literature on historical sociology and undoubtedly will be a useful addition to graduate reading lists’ -
The British Journal of Sociology What is important in historical sociology? What are the main routes
of development in the subject? This Handbook consists of 26 chapters on historical sociology. It is
divided into three parts. Part One is devoted to Foundations and covers Marx, Weber, evolutionary
and functionalist approaches, the Annales School, Elias, Nelson and Eisenstadt. Part Two moves on
to consider major approaches, such as modernization approaches, late Marxist approaches,
historical geography, institutional approaches, cultural history, intellectual history, postcolonial and
genealogical approaches. The third part is devoted to the major substantive themes in historical
sociology ranging from state formation, nationalism, social movements, classes, patriarchy,
architecture, religion and moral regulation to problems of periodization and East-West divisions.
Each part includes an introduction that summarizes and contextualizes chapters. A general
introduction to the volume outlines the current situation of historical sociology after the cultural
turn in the social sciences. It argues that historical sociology is deeply divided between explanatory
“sociological approaches and more empirical and interpretative "historical” approaches. Systematic
and informative the book offers readers the most complete and authoritative guide to historical
sociology.

definition of modernization in sociology: Concise Encyclopedia of Comparative Sociology ,
2014-05-12 The Concise Encyclopedia of Comparative Sociology presents the current state of
knowledge in comparative sociology for students, scholars, and the educated lay public. The major




aim of comparative sociological research is to identify similarities and differences among societies,
studying variation across both geographical regions and historical periods. This volume is divided
into six broad categories: Theoretical and Methodological Issues in Comparing Societies,
Comparative Historical Sociology, Comparing Institutions and Social Structures, Comparing Social
Processes, Comparing Nation States and World Regions, and Biographies of Exemplary Comparative
Sociologists. Nearly 60 essays written by distinguished experts in their fields focus on the first five
categories, while the biographical section contains forty biographies of both classical and
contemporary sociologists who have made major contributions to comparative sociology.
Contributors include: David Baker, Wenda Bauchspies, Hans-Peter Blossfield, Harriet Bradley,
Sandra Buchholz, Miguel Centeno, Karen Cerulo, Brett Clark, Amy Corming, William D'Antonio,
Mario Diani, Mattei Dogan, Riley Dunlap, Shmuel Eisenstadt, Mike Featherstone, Claude Fischer,
Joshua Fishman, William Gamson, Julian Go, Jack Goldstone, Ralph Grillo, John Hall, Steve Hall,
Robert Heiner, Joseph Hermanowicz, Margret Hornsteiner, David Johnson, Andrew Jorgenson, Jack
Levy, Robert Marsh, Bill McCarthy, David Johnson, James Midgley, Peter Mohler, Linda Molm,
Benjamin Moodie, Victor Nee, Anthony Orum, William Outhwaite, Anthony Pogorelc, Harland
Prechel, Danielle Resnick, Glenn Robinson, Luis Roniger, Thomas Saalfeld, Stephen Sanderson,
Michelle Sandhoff, Masamichi Sasaki, Saskia Sassen, Andrew Savchenko, Harald Schoen, Howard
Schuman, David Segal, Michael Siemon, Tom Smith, Joonmo Son, Hendrik Spruyt, Robert Stebbins,
George Steinmetz, Piotr Sztompka, Henry Teune, Arland Thornton, Kathleen Tierney, Jonathan
Turner, Nicholas van de Walle, Henk Vinken, Veljko Vujaci¢, Erich Weede, Michel Wieviorka, Ekkart
Zimmermann.

definition of modernization in sociology: Regional Politics in Oceania Stephanie Lawson,
2024-02-22 Stephanie Lawson's book is by far the most comprehensive study of regional politics in
Oceania produced to date. Drawing on a range of interdisciplinary sources, she provides a
systematic account of major issues facing the region and presents conceptual and theoretical issues
in a sophisticated but accessible manner. She traces the trajectories of regional politics from the
earliest human settlements to European exploration and colonization, the period of formal
regionalization in the post-war period, decolonization, the Cold War, and key geopolitical
developments in the post-Cold War period. She also focuses on identity politics, manifest at various
levels from the local through to the national, subregional and regional, as well as broader
configurations around the West/non-West divide. This book will be of interest to anyone engaged
with the history and politics of Oceania or comparative regional studies, especially given the
relevance of themes to Asian, African and Latin American contexts.

definition of modernization in sociology: Islam, Secularism, and Liberal Democracy Nader
Hashemi, 2009-04-08 Islam's relationship to liberal-democratic politics has emerged as one of the
most pressing and contentious issues in international affairs. In Islam, Secularism, and Liberal
Democracy, Nader Hashemi challenges the widely held belief among social scientists that religious
politics and liberal-democratic development are structurally incompatible.

definition of modernization in sociology: The Abongo Abroad John V. Clune, 2017-07-19
Blending African social history with US foreign relations, John V. Clune documents how ordinary
people experienced a major aspect of Cold War diplomacy. The book describes how
military-sponsored international travel, especially military training abroad and United Nations
peacekeeping deployments in the Sinai and Lebanon, altered Ghanaian service members and their
families during the three decades after independence in 1957. Military assistance to Ghana included
sponsoring training and education in the United States, and American policymakers imagined that
national modernization would result from the personal relationships Ghanaian service members and
their families would forge. As an act of faith, American military assistance policy with Ghana
remained remarkably consistent despite little evidence that military education and training in the
United States produced any measurable results. Merging newly discovered documents from Ghana's
armed forces and declassified sources on American military assistance to Africa, this work argues
that military-sponsored travel made individual Ghanaians' outlooks on the world more international,



just as military assistance planners hoped they would, but the Ghanaian state struggled to turn that
new identity into political or economic progress.

definition of modernization in sociology: Confederate Political Economy Michael Brem
Bonner, 2016-05-11 In Confederate Political Economy, Michael Bonner suggests that the
Confederate nation was an expedient corporatist state -- a society that required all sectors of the
economy to work for the national interest, as defined by a partnership of industrial leaders and a
dominant government. As Bonner shows, the characteristics of the Confederate States' political
economy included modern organizational methods that mirrored the economic landscape of other
late nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century corporatist governments. Southern leaders,
Bonner argues, were slave-owning agricultural capitalists who sought a counterrevolution against
northern liberal capitalism. During secession and as the war progressed, they built and reinforced
Confederate nationalism through specific centralized government policies. Bolstered by the
Confederate constitution, these policies evolved into a political culture that allowed for immense
executive powers, facilitated an anti-party ideology, and subordinated individual rights. In addition,
the South's lack of industrial capacity forced the Confederacy to pursue a curious manufacturing
policy that used both private companies and national ownership to produce munitions. This
symbiotic relationship was just one component of the Confederacy's expedient corporatist state:
other wartime policies like conscription, the domestic passport system, and management of southern
railroads also exhibited unmistakable corporatist characteristics. Bonner's probing research and
new comparative analysis expand our understanding of the complex organization and relationships
in Confederate political and economic culture during the Civil War.
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