
corporations that rule the world
**Corporations That Rule the World: Giants Shaping Our Global Future**

Corporations that rule the world have become more than just business
entities; they are powerful forces that influence economies, politics,
culture, and even technological progress on a global scale. From the tech
titans dominating digital landscapes to multinational conglomerates steering
essential industries, these organizations wield unprecedented power and
resources. Understanding who these corporations are and how they impact our
daily lives is crucial for anyone interested in the modern world economy and
the future trajectory of global development.

What Does It Mean for Corporations to “Rule the
World”?

The phrase "corporations that rule the world" often conjures images of
shadowy entities controlling governments or manipulating markets behind the
scenes. While it might sound like a plot from a dystopian novel, the reality
is more nuanced. Large multinational corporations exert significant influence
through their sheer economic power, extensive reach, and control over key
resources and technologies.

Corporations with vast revenues sometimes surpass the GDP of entire
countries. Their decisions can affect millions of jobs, shape supply chains,
and drive innovation in critical sectors such as energy, finance, and
communication. This influence means these corporations don’t just follow
market trends—they often set them.

Economic Powerhouses

Companies like Apple, Amazon, and Microsoft are prime examples of
corporations that rule the world economically. Apple’s brand value and market
capitalization make it one of the richest companies globally, influencing
consumer electronics, software ecosystems, and even entertainment through
platforms like Apple TV+. Amazon’s impact on retail, cloud computing (AWS),
and logistics is unmatched, reshaping how goods are bought and delivered
worldwide.

Political and Social Influence

Beyond economics, some corporations play critical roles in shaping policy and
public opinion. Through lobbying efforts, campaign contributions, and



partnerships with governments, these entities can steer regulations in their
favor. For instance, the tech giants often find themselves at the center of
debates on privacy laws, antitrust regulations, and digital rights. Their
platforms also serve as vital communication channels, impacting social
discourse and culture.

Top Corporations That Rule the World Today

When discussing corporations that rule the world, it’s impossible to ignore a
handful of industry leaders who have become synonymous with global influence.

1. Apple Inc.

Apple has transformed from a computer manufacturer to a lifestyle brand with
a massive ecosystem of products and services. Its innovations in smartphones,
wearables, and software have set industry standards, while its vast supply
chain connects dozens of countries. Apple’s ability to maintain premium
pricing and brand loyalty reflects its dominance.

2. Amazon

Starting as an online bookstore, Amazon now dominates e-commerce, cloud
computing, and digital services. Amazon Web Services (AWS) powers a
significant portion of the internet's infrastructure, giving Amazon influence
over countless businesses and technologies. Its expansive logistics network
has reshaped global supply chains.

3. Microsoft

Microsoft’s legacy in software, particularly with Windows and Office, paved
the way for its current reign in cloud computing (Azure) and enterprise
services. The company’s acquisition strategies, including LinkedIn and
GitHub, amplify its reach into professional networks and developer
communities.

4. Alphabet (Google)

Alphabet’s Google controls the world’s most popular search engine, dominates
online advertising, and leads in AI research and mobile operating systems
(Android). Its YouTube platform influences entertainment, news, and social
interaction globally.



5. ExxonMobil

As one of the world’s largest oil and gas companies, ExxonMobil has a pivotal
role in the global energy market. Its operations affect geopolitics,
environmental policies, and economic stability, especially in energy-
dependent economies.

6. Walmart

The largest retailer globally, Walmart’s extensive supply chain and
purchasing power affect manufacturers, suppliers, and consumers worldwide.
Its influence extends beyond retail into healthcare and financial services.

How These Corporations Influence Global Trends

Corporations that rule the world don’t operate in isolation. Their strategies
ripple across economies, societies, and environments.

Driving Technological Innovation

Many leading corporations invest billions in research and development. Their
innovations often set new standards—whether it’s through advancements in
artificial intelligence, renewable energy technologies, or biotechnology. For
example, Tesla’s push toward electric vehicles has accelerated the global
transition to sustainable transportation.

Shaping Consumer Habits

Through marketing, product design, and user experience optimization, these
corporations influence how people shop, communicate, and entertain
themselves. Platforms like Amazon Prime, Apple’s App Store, and Google’s
search engine have become ingrained in daily routines.

Impacting Labor Markets and Employment

Global corporations often employ millions directly and indirectly. Their
decisions about automation, outsourcing, and workplace policies can affect
job availability and quality worldwide. Understanding these dynamics is
essential for policymakers and workers alike.



The Role of Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) and Ethics

In recent years, there has been growing scrutiny on how corporations that
rule the world address their responsibilities towards society and the
environment. Consumers and investors increasingly expect transparency,
sustainability, and ethical business practices.

Environmental Initiatives

Many multinational companies are adopting green policies, aiming to reduce
carbon footprints and invest in renewable energy. For instance, Microsoft has
committed to becoming carbon negative by 2030, a bold move that underscores
how corporate leadership can influence global environmental efforts.

Social and Community Engagement

Beyond profits, corporations are engaging in philanthropy and community
development. Whether through educational programs, healthcare initiatives, or
disaster relief, these efforts can improve the lives of millions, reflecting
a broader view of corporate impact.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite positive steps, these corporations often face criticism related to
monopolistic practices, labor exploitation, and data privacy concerns.
Navigating these challenges requires balancing growth ambitions with ethical
considerations.

Understanding the Future Impact of Corporations
That Rule the World

The landscape of global corporations is constantly evolving. Emerging
markets, technological breakthroughs, and shifting consumer preferences will
redefine which companies hold the most influence.

Rise of Emerging Market Giants

Corporations from countries like China, India, and Brazil are rapidly



expanding their global footprint. Companies such as Alibaba and Tata Group
are becoming formidable players, challenging traditional Western dominance.

Technology’s Expanding Role

Artificial intelligence, blockchain, and quantum computing promise to
revolutionize industries. Corporations at the forefront of these technologies
may soon join the ranks of those that rule the world, shaping everything from
finance to healthcare.

The Importance of Regulation and Governance

As corporations grow in power, regulatory frameworks will play a crucial role
in ensuring fair competition, protecting consumers, and safeguarding privacy.
Global cooperation among governments will be essential to manage the
influence of multinational corporations responsibly.

Exploring the world of corporations that rule the world offers a window into
the forces shaping our modern existence. These giants not only drive economic
growth but also influence culture, innovation, and policy in profound ways.
Staying informed about their activities helps individuals, businesses, and
governments navigate the complexities of an interconnected global economy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the largest corporations that have
significant global influence?
Some of the largest corporations with significant global influence include
Apple, Amazon, Microsoft, Google (Alphabet), Facebook (Meta), Walmart, and
ExxonMobil. These companies operate in various sectors such as technology,
retail, energy, and social media, impacting economies and societies
worldwide.

How do multinational corporations influence global
politics?
Multinational corporations influence global politics through lobbying,
funding political campaigns, shaping policy decisions, and leveraging their
economic power to sway regulations and trade agreements in their favor. Their
global presence allows them to impact labor laws, environmental regulations,
and international relations.



Why are some corporations referred to as 'ruling the
world'?
Corporations are sometimes referred to as 'ruling the world' because of their
immense economic power, control over critical infrastructure, influence on
governments and societies, and their ability to shape consumer behavior and
global markets. Their decisions can affect millions of lives and global
economic stability.

What role do technology corporations play in global
control?
Technology corporations play a central role in global control by managing
vast amounts of data, controlling communication platforms, influencing
information flow, and developing technologies that shape economies and social
interactions. Companies like Google, Facebook, and Amazon have significant
control over digital infrastructure and consumer data.

How do corporations impact global economic
inequality?
Corporations can both exacerbate and alleviate global economic inequality. On
one hand, their concentration of wealth and influence can lead to unequal
distribution of resources, exploitation of labor, and monopolistic practices.
On the other hand, they can create jobs, drive innovation, and contribute to
economic growth in developing regions.

What are some criticisms against corporations that
dominate global markets?
Criticisms against dominant corporations include their role in promoting
monopolies, undermining small businesses, engaging in unethical labor
practices, exploiting natural resources, influencing political systems
unduly, and prioritizing profits over social and environmental
responsibility.

How are governments responding to the power of large
corporations?
Governments respond through antitrust laws, regulations on data privacy,
taxation policies, trade restrictions, and efforts to increase corporate
transparency and accountability. Some governments also seek to strengthen
labor rights and environmental standards to counterbalance corporate
influence.



What is the future outlook for corporations that
rule the world?
The future outlook involves increased scrutiny and regulation, growing public
demand for corporate responsibility, and potential shifts in power dynamics
due to technological advancements and geopolitical changes. While
corporations will likely continue to wield significant influence, there may
be greater emphasis on ethical practices and sustainable growth.

Additional Resources
Corporations That Rule the World: An In-Depth Analysis of Global Economic
Powerhouses

corporations that rule the world wield unprecedented influence over the
global economy, politics, and even culture. These multinational conglomerates
control vast resources, shape consumer behavior, and often operate with
revenues surpassing the GDP of many countries. Understanding who these
corporations are, how they operate, and the implications of their dominance
is essential to grasp the contemporary economic landscape. This article
delves into the most powerful companies shaping our world, examining their
reach, sectors, and the dynamics behind their expansive control.

Identifying the Corporations That Rule the
World

The phrase "corporations that rule the world" typically refers to a select
group of multinational companies whose financial might, market
capitalization, and global footprint afford them outsized influence. These
companies operate across various sectors including technology, finance,
energy, consumer goods, and pharmaceuticals.

According to the 2024 Forbes Global 2000 list, several corporations stand out
due to their staggering revenues and assets. For instance, Apple, Saudi
Aramco, Microsoft, Amazon, and Alphabet consistently rank among the top in
terms of market capitalization and global influence. These corporations are
not only industry leaders but also trendsetters in innovation, corporate
governance, and social responsibility initiatives.

Technology Giants Leading the Pack

The technology sector is arguably the most prominent when discussing
corporations that rule the world. Companies like Apple, Microsoft, Amazon,
Alphabet (Google’s parent company), and Meta Platforms (Facebook) dominate



global markets. Their products and services permeate everyday life—from
smartphones and cloud services to social media and e-commerce.

Apple, for example, boasts a market capitalization exceeding $2.5 trillion as
of early 2024. Its ecosystem, including the iPhone, Mac, and services like
the App Store and Apple Music, generates immense consumer loyalty and
recurring revenue streams. Similarly, Microsoft’s presence in software, cloud
computing (Azure), and enterprise solutions ensures it maintains a
significant role in both consumer and business markets.

Amazon’s dominance in e-commerce and cloud infrastructure (AWS) has
fundamentally transformed retail and IT industries worldwide. Alphabet’s
control over search engine market share and digital advertising revenue
further cements its power. These tech giants benefit from network effects,
massive data accumulation, and capital investment capabilities that create
high barriers for competitors.

Energy and Natural Resources: The Backbone of Global
Power

While technology companies often capture headlines, corporations in energy
and natural resources underpin much of global economic activity. Saudi
Aramco, the state-owned oil giant of Saudi Arabia, exemplifies this sector’s
influence. As the world’s most profitable company, Aramco wields enormous
power due to its control over vast oil reserves and production capacity.

Other major players include ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell, and Chevron, all
of which remain critical to global energy supplies despite growing pressures
to transition towards renewables. Their investments in infrastructure,
exploration, and refining not only impact markets but also geopolitics, given
the strategic importance of energy security.

The dominance of these corporations illustrates how control over natural
resources translates into geopolitical leverage. Additionally, their
operations have significant environmental and social implications, sparking
debates about sustainable development and corporate responsibility.

Financial Titans and Their Global Reach

Financial institutions represent another category among corporations that
rule the world. Banks like JPMorgan Chase, Industrial and Commercial Bank of
China (ICBC), and Goldman Sachs influence global capital flows, investment
patterns, and economic stability.

JPMorgan Chase, the largest bank in the United States by assets, plays a
pivotal role in underwriting debt, facilitating mergers and acquisitions, and
providing financial services to corporations and governments. ICBC, the



largest bank in the world by total assets, reflects the growing economic
power of China on the global stage.

Beyond traditional banking, global asset management firms such as BlackRock
and Vanguard have become significant shareholders in many of the world’s
leading companies. Their investment decisions can shape corporate policies,
environmental strategies, and governance structures, indirectly steering
market trends.

Implications of Corporate Dominance

The vast influence of these corporations raises important questions about
economic equity, regulatory frameworks, and societal impact.

Market Concentration and Competition

High levels of market concentration can stifle competition, innovation, and
consumer choice. For instance, the dominance of the big tech firms in digital
advertising and online marketplaces has triggered antitrust investigations in
multiple jurisdictions. Critics argue that such consolidation enables
monopolistic practices, limits new entrants, and concentrates data in the
hands of a few.

However, proponents contend that scale allows these corporations to invest
heavily in research and development, driving technological progress and
efficiency. Balancing these perspectives remains a challenge for regulators
worldwide.

Corporate Social Responsibility and Ethical
Considerations

As corporations that rule the world expand their reach, their social and
environmental responsibilities grow in parallel. Many have adopted ESG
(Environmental, Social, and Governance) frameworks to address climate change,
labor practices, and governance transparency.

Yet, the effectiveness of these initiatives is debated. Some view corporate
sustainability programs as genuine efforts to mitigate negative impacts,
while others criticize them as "greenwashing" or superficial responses to
public pressure.



Economic Influence and Political Power

The financial clout of these corporations often translates into political
influence. Through lobbying, campaign contributions, and global partnerships,
they can shape policy agendas in ways that favor their interests.

This intersection of corporate and political power has sparked debate about
democratic accountability and the appropriate limits of corporate influence.
The role of multinational corporations in setting international standards,
tax practices, and labor laws underscores the complexity of governance in a
globalized economy.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Corporate Power

The corporations that rule the world are continuously evolving, adapting to
new technological innovations, geopolitical shifts, and societal
expectations. Emerging sectors such as artificial intelligence, renewable
energy, and biotechnology promise to create new power centers in the coming
decades.

Digital transformation and data-driven business models will likely reinforce
the dominance of existing tech giants, while also enabling startups to
disrupt traditional industries. Meanwhile, climate change imperatives may
accelerate the transition of energy companies towards sustainable practices,
reshaping their market positions.

In addition, increasing public scrutiny and regulatory oversight could compel
corporations to adopt more transparent and equitable operating models. The
interplay between corporate ambition, societal needs, and government policies
will define the contours of global economic power in the years ahead.

Understanding these dynamics is essential not just for investors and
policymakers, but for anyone seeking to comprehend the forces shaping the
world today. The corporations that rule the world are not static entities;
they are complex, adaptive actors whose influence touches every aspect of
modern life.

Corporations That Rule The World

  corporations that rule the world: When Corporations Rule the World David C. Korten,
2015-06-29 Our Choice: Democracy or Corporate Rule A handful of corporations and financial
institutions command an ever-greater concentration of economic and political power in an assault
against markets, democracy, and life. It's a ‚Äúsuicide economy,‚Äù says David Korten, that destroys
the very foundations of its own existence. The bestselling 1995 edition of When Corporations Rule
the World helped launch a global resistance against corporate domination. In this
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twentieth-anniversary edition, Korten shares insights from his personal experience as a participant
in the growing movement for a New Economy. A new introduction documents the further
concentration of wealth and corporate power since 1995 and explores why our institutions resolutely
resist even modest reform. A new conclusion chapter outlines high-leverage opportunities for
breakthrough change.
  corporations that rule the world: When Corporations Rule the World David C. Korten,
2001 When Corporations Rule the World has become a modern classic. Korten's warnings about the
growing global power of multinational corporations seem prophetic today. This new edition has been
revised throughout to make it more accessible to the general reader, and features a new
introduction, a new epilogue, and three new chapters. While Korten points out that the
multinationals are, if anything, more powerful now than they were when he first wrote the book, he
also offers reason for hope: the growth of the international Living Democracy movement opposing
corporate rule. The new material in the book: * Documents the consolidation--since1995--of financial
and corporate power at the expense of democracy, people, communities, and the planet * Looks in
depth at the nature and cultural underpinnings of the burgeoning Living Democracy movement to
resist corporate power * Offers a vision of a what a civil society--grounded in life-centered values
rather than immediate financial gain--might look like.
  corporations that rule the world: Code of Conduct on Transnational Corporations Mia
Mahmudur Rahim, 2019-02-08 This book explores the challenges and opportunities presented by the
formulation of a global code of conduct for transnational corporations. It assesses the current state
of research on global regulations intended to enhance the social responsibility of transnational
corporations, and provides a platform for future research. In particular the book examines
frameworks and instruments for regulating social responsibility, reviews recent developments
concerning the proposed UN Code of Conduct on Transnational Corporations, and provides insights
into international civil society groups’ movements in pursuit of a code of conduct. In a separate
chapter the book discusses theoretical issues in regulating transnational corporations, and
investigates their legitimacy and behavioral dynamics. In closing, the book discusses alternatives to
a global code of conduct, the impact of sovereign power in the era of globalization, “soft
regulations,” and the feasibility and normative efficacy of enforcing regulations.
  corporations that rule the world: How Corporations Hurt Us All Dan Butts, 2003 The
recent accounting and corporate scandals of Enron, WorldCom, Tyco, K-Mart and McWane
(producer of cast iron water and sewer pipes), which has killed 9 workers and injured 4600 more
with impunity since 1995- and other greedy and lawless billion dollar behemoths- are just the tip of
the iceberg relative to the serious and pervasive harm that corporations and greed are doing to
people, communities, the earth and to our children's and grandchildren's future. How Corporations
Hurt Us All examines many crises including how Big Oil, billion dollar weapons contractors, and
unaccountable private firms like DynCorps are continuing dangerous and immoral Cold War policies
by driving multiple wars and military operations; our collapsing corporate health care system that
restricts free speech, stifles public debate, and manipulates public opinion to serve narrow corporate
and political goals. Some of the world's largest multinational corporationsDExxonMobil(#1 oil
company), Wal-Mart (#1 retailer), HCA (#1 hospital conglomerate), Citigroup (the world's #1
financial institution)- and other rogue operations are profiled in the book. The good news is that
there are effective approaches to all of these interrelated, greed-driven crises. Even more hopeful
are the corporate reform and global economic democracy movements representing thousands of
dedicated citizens' groups and millions fo individuals throughout the world. Yet, what is ultimately
necessary to reverse global economic, social, and environmental deterioration and eventual collapse,
insure world peace and security, strength our weakened civil liberties, and fulfill our human
potential, as the book explains, is forging a broad consensus on a new bottom line, or organizing
principle, for business and society.
  corporations that rule the world: The Rise of the Anti-Corporate Movement Evan
Osborne, 2007-09-30 Against the backdrop of Enron and the other high-profile cases of corporate



malfeasance, it is easy to paint today's executives as villains and blame big business, and
corporations generally, for a wide array of social ills. Is the criticism warranted? Not quite, says
Evan Osborne, as he traces the history of anti-corporate sentiment and assesses the fever-pitch
hatred, by some, of all things corporate. While not perfect angels, Osborne argues, corporations
confer many more benefits to society than ills. Moreover, they are an essential engine of human
progress, and longstanding legal principles are more than adequate to address their flaws. And that
makes the rising tide of anti-corporate sentiment dangerous. Why? Look at the facts: Large
corporations inspire both awe and fear. On the one hand, they create jobs, introduce scientific and
technological breakthroughs, open up borders through trade, and provide indispensable products
and services that make life easier. On the other hand, many think they undermine the will of the
people, encourage bribery and corruption, finance oppressive regimes, ruin values and culture,
befoul the environment, and encourage economic inequality. It was no accident that the terrorists of
September 11 targeted the World Trade Center, an iconic symbol of American financial power. In
this provocative book, Evan Osborne pulls back the curtain to illuminate how corporations have
evolved as an essential element of society, and how opposition to them has developed out of
proportion—a fire fanned by anti-business activists, the media, and other groups. He sets the record
straight, explaining how corporations work, how they have evolved in the context of other
institutions, the net benefits they provide—and how to deal with their undeniable imperfections. At
the same time, he shows how anti-business claims have become more strident and where these
arguments fail to stand up to scrutiny.
  corporations that rule the world: Hungry Corporations Helena Paul, Ricarda Steinbrecher,
2003 'Hungry Corporations' offers a detailed account of how huge agrochemical corporations have
come to control the food chain, exposing their influence over governments, regulatory bodies and
university research.
  corporations that rule the world: Social Inequality in a Global Age Scott Sernau, 2019-09-24
Social Inequality in a Global Age provides a sociological framework for analyzing inequality within
the United States in the context of global stratification and a rapidly changing world economy. With
insightful analysis, and using examples drawn straight from today′s headlines, Scott Sernau explores
the multiple dimensions of inequality—class privilege, race and ethnicity, gender and sexuality,
status and power—and how they intersect with each other. As it explores each dimension of
inequality, the text analyzes the relationship between changing global power structures and growing
inequalities within societies . Throughout, a focus on social action and community engagement
encourages students to become involved, active learners in the classroom and engaged citizens in
their communities.
  corporations that rule the world: The Governance of Corporate Groups Janet Dine,
2000-06-05 Starting from a discussion of the theoretical underpinning of the place companies
occupy in society, this book explores the consequences of adherence to free market contractualist
theory, including the lack of regulatory control of a sufficiently robust nature. Professor Dine
comments on the absence of a concept of governance of groups from a comparative perspective and
considers the consequences of this absence for the conflict of laws. In particular, she highlights the
tragic consequences of globalization by transnationals including polarization of income and
environmental damage, and suggests a possible legal framework to prevent future damages.
  corporations that rule the world: Handbook of Research on Global Corporate
Citizenship Andreas Georg Scherer, Guido Palazzo, 2008 Want to know what s buzzing with
corporate citizenship? Look no further. This book shows why global corporate citizenship has been
called the topic of the decade and why it matters to each of us, no matter where we live. It explains
in plain English the major issues and ideas percolating in current research on the topic. Trust what
you discover in the book. The list of contributors to Handbook of Research on Global Corporate
Citizenship reads like a Who s Who of corporate citizenship research. Thomas Donaldson, University
of Pennsylvania, US This is a unique and eclectic set of essays on a vitally important (but often
neglected) topic. The editors are to be congratulated in assembling a distinguished group of



scholars, who carefully and expertly guide the reader through the various facets of global corporate
citizenship. This is a must read for anyone interested in the social ramifications of the globalization
of business activity. John H. Dunning OBE, University of Reading, UK and Rutgers University, US
Start with a fact large corporations wield enormous power in the contemporary, globalized economy.
Then note the hopes and fears that this fact inspired the potential to harness the profit motive to
social needs, but the fear that the profit motive can just as easily wreak havoc. And finally, bring
together some leading scholars from around the world to discuss the matter and the result is a
hugely impressive collection of essays on one of the burning issues of our time. This volume is
definitive the necessary starting point for future debate. Paul S. Adler, University of Southern
California, US This volume provides an extensive and comprehensive overview of current research
and theory about why and how corporations should play a more active role in fulfilling their global
citizenship obligations and responsibilities. Its contributors include many of the most important and
influential scholars in the field of corporate social responsibility from both Europe and the US. An
important strength of this volume is the diversity and breadth of the dimensions of corporate
citizenship that it explores in depth. This volume provides an important resource to scholars,
managers, and activists interested in promoting corporate citizenship. David Vogel, University of
California, Berkeley, US The Handbook of Research on Global Corporate Citizenship identifies and
fosters key interdisciplinary research on corporate citizenship and provides a framework for further
academic debate on corporate responsibility in a global society. This exciting and important
Handbook provides a unique forum to discuss the consequences of the social and political mandate
of business firms and examines the implications of these consequences for the theory of the firm.
Leading academics have been invited from various disciplines such as management studies,
economics, sociology, legal studies and political science to evaluate the concept of corporate
citizenship and to analyze the role of private business in global governance and the production of
global public goods. The Handbook is structured in seven sections: theoretical perspectives on
corporate citizenship contemporary issues and challenges of global business regulation actors and
institutions of global business regulation disciplinary perspectives on corporate citizenship
implications for management theory building critical perspectives on corporate citizenship
conclusions. This Handbook will be a significant read for academics, postgraduate students and
managers interested in the field of corporate citizenship, regulation and corporate responsibility
across the social sciences.
  corporations that rule the world: The Myth of the Good Corporate Citizen Murray Dobbin,
2003-04 This book is a classic for anyone who wants to understand the forces of globalization and
their impact on the economy, on politics and on social life -- with a Canadian orientation.
  corporations that rule the world: The Great Turning David C. Korten, 2007-10-22 David
Korten’s classic bestseller When Corporations Rule the World was one of the first books to articulate
the destructive and oppressive nature of the global corporate economy. In The Great Turning he
argues that corporate consolidation of power is merely one manifestation of what he calls “Empire”:
the organization of society through hierarchy and violence that has largely held sway for the past
5,000 years. The Great Turning traces the evolution of Empire from ancient times to the present day
but also tells the parallel story of the attempt to develop a democratic alternative to Empire,
beginning in Athens and continuing with the founding of the United States of America—although
elitists with an imperial agenda have consistently sought to undermine the bold and inspiring
“American experiment.” Finally, Korten draws on evidence from sources as varied as evolutionary
theory, developmental psychology, and religious teachings to make the case that “Earth
Community”—a life-centered, egalitarian, sustainable alternative to Empire based on democratic
principles of partnership—is indeed possible. And he outlines a grassroots strategy for beginning the
momentous turning toward a future of as-yet-unrealized human potential.
  corporations that rule the world: The Top 50 Sustainability Books Wayne Visser,
2017-09-08 This unique title draws together in one volume some of the best thinking to date on the
pressing social and environmental challenges we face as a society. These are the Top 50



Sustainability Books as voted for by the University of Cambridge Programme for Sustainability
Leadership's alumni network of over 3,000 senior leaders from around the world. In addition to
profiles of all 50 titles, many of the authors share their most recent reflections on the state of the
world and the ongoing attempts by business, government and civil society to create a more
sustainable future. Many of these authors have become household names in the environmental,
social and economic justice movements – from Rachel Carson, Ralph Nader and E.F. Schumacher to
Vandana Shiva, Muhammad Yunus and Al Gore. Others, such as Aldo Leopold, Thomas Berry and
Manfred Max-Neef, are relatively undiscovered gems, whose work should be much more widely
known. By featuring these and other seminal thinkers, The Top 50 Sustainability Books distils a
remarkable collective intelligence – one that provides devastating evidence of the problems we face
as a global society, yet also inspiring examples of innovative solutions; it explores our deepest fears
and our highest hopes for the future. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to tap into the wisdom
of our age.
  corporations that rule the world: International Corporate Legal Responsibility Stephen
Tully, 2012-01-06 This book provides a systematic and structured treatment of the responsibilities of
corporations under the broad conception of international law emerging from these developments,
gathered under the headings of environmental protection and sustainable development,
international criminal law, corporate governance, labour standards, and human rights. Touching
upon a variety of areas of law and legal process – including corporations law, tort law, criminal law,
contract law, securities regulation, international trade, taxation, and accounting standards – the
analysis emphasises the principal applicable international legal instruments and jurisprudence and
the procedural mechanisms, processes, and fora by which corporations may be adjudged
responsible. Each chapter goes on to identify practical considerations for corporations as well as for
those who advise and manage them.
  corporations that rule the world: Corporate Social Responsibility in India Shuchi Bharti,
2022-08-18 The book explores how the influence by the corporate sector in the economic
interactions globally leads to the international governance framework pertaining to CSR, that is
primarily based on soft law attributes. Such international soft law regime uniquely influences the
way the legal regime around CSR has shaped up in India. Through innovative methodology, the
analysis of regulatory space and instruments and the structural framework construe the relationship
between state and corporate sectors. It is necessary to investigate the two-fold relationship of state
and corporate actors. The book takes up a regulatory, institutional and socio-political investigations
through studying the case of CSR in India in the backdrop of the transformations taking place in
national arena, its international inspirations and resulting regulatory model that evolve. How the
existing regulatory space is affected? What are the implications on the regulatory instruments? The
pursuit of the answers would also involve investigation of questions as to how the state-corporate
relationship constructed, construed and conducted post state’s ratification of CSR. What are the
reasons of such changes? What implications do the role of politics and corporate strategies have on
the renewed interest in CSR? The book deals with these aforementioned aspects. This scholarly work
synthesizes political, economic and legal aspects of the role of the state and corporate sector with
narrowly defined focus of CSR which has the ability to provide a comprehensive broad-brushed
account of the larger framework.
  corporations that rule the world: Multinationals and Corporate Social Responsibility Jennifer
A. Zerk, 2006-11-09 The 'corporate social responsibility' ('CSR') movement has been described as
one of the most important social movements of our time. This book looks at what the CSR movement
means for multinationals, for states and for international law. International law is often criticized for
being too 'state-centred', and ill-equipped to deal with the challenges of globalization. However,
drawing from many and varied examples of state, NGO and corporate practice, this 2006 book
argues that, while international law has its limitations, it presents more opportunities for the CSR
regulation of multinationals than many people assume. The main obstacles to better regulation are,
therefore, not legal, but political.



  corporations that rule the world: Alternatives to Economic Globalization John Cavanagh,
Jerry Mander, 2004-10-10 The culmination of a five-year project by the International Forum on
Globalization (IFG), this book presents an inspiring plan for moving toward more sustainable,
humanistic models of economic prosperity with an emphasis on citizen democracies, local
self-sufficiency, and ecological health.
  corporations that rule the world: Global Issues beyond Sovereignty Maryann Cusimano
Love, 2019-10-07 Other global issues books are a rather eclectic mash up of topics, headlines du
jour, with an and now this! organizational scheme. The hot topics may have cooled by press time,
and the presentation to students is disjointed, not clear. The approach is often a scare 'em and leave
'em presentation of a global horror show of problems, without clear arguments about the
connections among the issues, or integrated discussions of solutions. In contrast, Global Issues
Beyond Sovereignty provides a thesis and a common narrative throughout the issue chapters. The
range of responses to manage global issues are compared and discussed throughout. Global
problems move at internet speed; governments do not move so quickly. This creates gaps in what
citizens expect the state to do, and what countries have the capacities to do. This paradox is a
problem not only for weak or failing states; even the strongest states in the system struggle in how
to effectively respond to global issues, from cybersecurity to environmental toxins. States cannot
solve or manage trans-sovereign issues alone. The power of the private sector is growing (both legal
and illegal, for profit and non-profit), while state power is flat or in some places declining. While
private sector actors have means to impact transnational issues, they do not have a public mandate
to do so. Countries increasingly must learn how to play well with others; this is easier said than
done. Attempts to manage global issues flow through three channels: public sector responses,
private sector responses, and mixed public-private partnerships. All three channels are explored
throughout the book, uniting the issue chapters in a common discussion of challenges and
responses. The conclusion presents lessons learned for theory and practice from managing global
issues.
  corporations that rule the world: Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable
Development in Emerging Economies Roopinder Oberoi, Dhirendra K. Vajpeyi, 2015-12-24
Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development in Emerging Economies is an
anthology of seven case studies plus two theoretical chapters in a comparative context. It analyzes
issues related to the rise of multinational corporations, their immense economic and political
influence in a globalized world, and their social responsibility/corporate citizenship. Corporate social
responsibility is closely examined in terms of meeting the challenges of the widening gap between
rich and poor, relationships with sovereign states, environmental degradation, exploitation of
natural resources, labor practices, and human rights issues in societies in which multinational
corporations operate. Are these corporations exempt from social roles and accountable to only their
shareholders (the minimalist position propounded by economists such as Milton Friedman ), or do
they also have ethical and social responsibilities to participate in improving the quality of human
lives in impoverished societies in Africa , Asia and Latin America?
  corporations that rule the world: Globalization and Corporate Governance in Developing
Countries Boniface Ahunwan, 2021-09-06 Globalization and Corporate Governance in Developing
Countries provides a clear-eyed analysis of the effects of the global economy on developing
countries, which often face an up-hill battle when they opt to compete in a global market. Listing on
a foreign exchange alone can be daunting, because it means following the home rules as well as a
different set of stringent rules and elevated cost required by the listing exchange. Within this
context, the question of cost-effectiveness, the desirability of possible changes to the company and
tangible benefits are raised. The effects of globalization clearly travel a two-way street. Is
harmonization possible and sensible? This book weighs options and poses questions within a
balanced assessment of new economic reality. This volume is in the International Law and
Development Series edited by Professor Raj Bhala. Published under the Transnational Publishers
imprint.



  corporations that rule the world: Commonwealth Caribbean Corporate Governance Suzanne
Ffolkes-Goldson, 2015-10-05 Corporate governance initiatives have been developing at a rapid pace
in the Commonwealth Caribbean through legislation, case law and codes. Commonwealth Caribbean
Corporate Governance offers an overview of current practice and legal developments in corporate
governance, highlighting the interpretation of the legislation through case law and the codes of
corporate governance which have now been implemented. It also considers the challenges which
emerging markets face in an attempt to adopt the corporate governance initiatives of developed
markets. This text explores the emergence and development of corporate governance in the region
from a range of angles, including the protection and empowerment of shareholders, the impact on
government agencies, and the role and responsibilities of directors and officers in companies and in
government agencies. Written by a panel of academics, legal practitioners and experts working in
business, this book will be an invaluable resource for judges, lawyers, corporate executives and
students of business, corporate law and corporate management.
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