
circular reasoning examples in literature

**Circular Reasoning Examples in Literature: Understanding a Classic Logical Fallacy in Storytelling**

Circular reasoning examples in literature offer a fascinating glimpse into how authors sometimes use

flawed logic intentionally or unintentionally to develop characters, plotlines, or themes. Circular

reasoning, a common logical fallacy where the conclusion of an argument is assumed in its premise,

isn’t just confined to philosophical debates or fallacious arguments in everyday conversations. It also

finds its place in storytelling, often adding layers of complexity or highlighting characters’ flawed

thinking. Exploring these examples helps us appreciate the subtleties of narrative techniques and

sharpen our critical reading skills.

In this article, we’ll delve into the concept of circular reasoning, examine notable literary instances, and

discuss how this form of reasoning shapes stories. We’ll also touch upon related concepts like logical

fallacies, reasoning errors, and how these influence readers’ perceptions.

What Is Circular Reasoning?

Before diving into specific circular reasoning examples in literature, it’s helpful to clarify what circular

reasoning entails. At its core, circular reasoning (also called "begging the question") occurs when an

argument’s conclusion is included in the premise, making the argument go in a logical loop without

real proof.

For example:

- "The book is popular because many people read it."

- Here, the popularity is justified by the fact that many people read it, but why they read it in the first

place is never explained.

This fallacy tends to undermine arguments because it doesn’t provide independent evidence to support



claims.

Circular Reasoning Examples in Literature

Writers often incorporate circular reasoning to reflect a character’s mindset, critique societal norms, or

create ironic effects. Unlike straightforward logical errors, in literature, such fallacies can deepen

character development or thematic resonance.

1. Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” and the Madness Argument

One of the most famous examples of circular reasoning in literature appears in Shakespeare’s

*Hamlet*. When the characters debate whether Hamlet is truly mad, the arguments tend to circle back

to the same point: Hamlet is mad because he acts mad.

Polonius argues:

- “Your noble son is mad: / Mad call I it; for, to define true madness, / What is't but to be nothing else

but mad?”

The reasoning here is circular—Hamlet’s madness is proven by his madness itself. This circular logic

mirrors the confusion and uncertainty surrounding Hamlet’s mental state, emphasizing the play’s

themes of doubt and ambiguity.

2. George Orwell’s “1984” and the Party’s Propaganda

In Orwell’s dystopian masterpiece *1984*, the Party’s slogans exemplify circular reasoning disguised

as absolute truth:

- “War is peace.”



- “Freedom is slavery.”

- “Ignorance is strength.”

The Party asserts these paradoxical statements as self-evident, demanding citizens accept them

without question. The logic is circular because the Party’s control and narrative validate themselves.

The slogans encourage unquestioning obedience and reflect how circular reasoning can be

weaponized to manipulate thought and suppress dissent.

3. Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart” and the Narrator’s

Justification

In Poe’s *The Tell-Tale Heart*, the narrator insists on his sanity while describing his irrational actions.

He claims he is sane because he is careful and calculated, but this “carefulness” is ironically part of

his madness.

The narrator states:

- “You fancy me mad. Madmen know nothing. But you should have seen me. You should have seen

how wisely I proceeded.”

His justification loops back on itself—he’s sane because he behaves sanely, but his behavior is clearly

deranged. This circular reasoning deepens the psychological complexity of the narrator and invites

readers to question

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of circular reasoning in literature?

An example of circular reasoning in literature is when a character argues that a statement is true

because it is stated in a book, and the book is considered true because it says so, thus using the



claim to prove itself.

How does circular reasoning appear in Shakespeare's works?

In Shakespeare's plays, circular reasoning can appear in characters' arguments where they justify their

actions by referring back to their own claims without external evidence, such as in 'Hamlet' when

Hamlet justifies his delay by his own indecision.

Can you identify circular reasoning in George Orwell's '1984'?

Yes, in '1984', the Party uses circular reasoning in slogans like 'War is Peace' and 'Freedom is

Slavery', where contradictory statements are presented as truths without logical foundation, reinforcing

the Party's control through paradox.

Why is circular reasoning considered a logical fallacy in literature

analysis?

Circular reasoning is a logical fallacy because it relies on the premise and conclusion being the same,

offering no real proof or evidence, which can weaken arguments or character motivations in literary

analysis.

Are there intentional uses of circular reasoning in literature for

stylistic effect?

Yes, authors sometimes use circular reasoning intentionally to highlight flawed logic in characters or

societies, as a critique or to create irony, such as in satirical works or dystopian literature.

How can identifying circular reasoning enhance the understanding of a

literary work?

Identifying circular reasoning helps readers recognize flawed arguments and deeper themes, such as

manipulation or self-deception, allowing for a more critical and nuanced interpretation of the text.



What is a famous literary example where circular reasoning reveals

character flaws?

In Arthur Miller's 'The Crucible', characters often use circular reasoning to justify accusations of

witchcraft, revealing paranoia and hysteria, which exposes the flaws and breakdown of rational thought

in the community.

Additional Resources

**Circular Reasoning Examples in Literature: An Analytical Exploration**

circular reasoning examples in literature provide a fascinating lens through which to examine narrative

techniques and character development. Circular reasoning, a logical fallacy where the conclusion is

presupposed in the premise, often appears subtly in literary texts, shaping arguments, character

motivations, and thematic constructs. This article delves into notable instances of circular reasoning

within literature, exploring how authors deploy this rhetorical device intentionally or inadvertently, and

the implications it holds for interpretation and critical analysis.

Understanding Circular Reasoning in Literary Contexts

Circular reasoning, also known as begging the question, occurs when an argument’s conclusion is

assumed in its premises, creating a loop that lacks independent proof. While this fallacy is typically

criticized in formal logic and debate, literature often leverages such reasoning to illuminate character

psychology, unreliable narration, or thematic ambiguity.

In literature, circular reasoning can emerge through characters’ justifications, narrative structures, or

thematic repetitions. For example, a character might justify an action by stating it is right because it is

justified, or a plot might revolve around a premise that depends on its conclusion. Recognizing these

patterns contributes to a richer understanding of narrative complexity and authorial intent.



Circular Reasoning in Classic Literature

One prominent example of circular reasoning in literature appears in Shakespeare’s *Hamlet*. The

famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy reflects Hamlet’s indecision and self-referential thought process.

His argument about life and death often loops back on itself, conveying existential uncertainty rather

than clear logical progression:

- Hamlet questions whether “to be” is preferable but bases his hesitation on the fear of what “not to

be” entails, effectively reasoning in a circle that traps him psychologically.

Similarly, in George Orwell’s *Animal Farm*, the animals’ mantra “Four legs good, two legs bad” is a

simplified, circular slogan that justifies the hierarchy within the farm without evidence. This slogan

exemplifies how circular reasoning can be a tool of propaganda and manipulation in literature,

reinforcing power structures through tautological statements.

Modern Literature and Circular Reasoning Devices

Contemporary works also employ circular reasoning to explore themes of identity, truth, and

perception. In Vladimir Nabokov’s *Pale Fire*, the narrative structure itself is circular, with commentary

and poem intertwining in a way that challenges linear reading. The narrator’s interpretations often

depend on assumptions drawn from the poem, which in turn rely on the narrator’s insights, creating a

self-referential loop that blurs the boundary between fact and fiction.

Similarly, in *Fight Club* by Chuck Palahniuk, the protagonist’s justifications for his actions often rely

on circular logic—he engages in destructive behavior to find meaning, and his rationale for destruction

presupposes that meaning can only be found through chaos. This circular reasoning underlines the

novel’s critique of consumer culture and the search for identity.



Features and Impact of Circular Reasoning in Literary Works

Circular reasoning in literature is not merely a logical flaw but a stylistic and thematic device. Its

presence can have the following effects:

Characterization: Characters exhibiting circular reasoning often appear trapped by their own

beliefs or delusions, offering insight into their psychology.

Thematic Depth: Circular arguments can emphasize themes of uncertainty, paradox, or the

elusiveness of truth.

Plot Development: Some narratives use circular structures to mirror real-life complexities or to

challenge readers’ expectations.

Reader Engagement: Recognizing circular reasoning prompts readers to question narratives and

characters critically, deepening engagement.

However, when overused or unintended, circular reasoning can detract from clarity, leading to

confusion or frustration. This dual nature makes its analysis crucial in literary criticism.

Comparing Circular Reasoning Across Genres

The deployment of circular reasoning varies significantly across literary genres. In detective fiction,

circular reasoning is often a red herring, misleading readers or characters before the true logic unfolds.

Agatha Christie’s mysteries occasionally present suspect alibis that rely on circular logic, challenging

readers to discern fallacies from facts.



In contrast, philosophical literature may embrace circular reasoning to explore epistemological

questions. Works by authors like Søren Kierkegaard or Jean-Paul Sartre often engage with self-

referential arguments that reflect existential dilemmas, intentionally blurring logical lines to provoke

thought.

Poetry, too, can contain circular reasoning, especially in refrains or repeated motifs that loop meaning

back upon itself, creating a cyclical reading experience that mirrors the poem’s themes.

Notable Circular Reasoning Examples in Literature

To further illuminate this concept, consider the following specific instances:

Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Purloined Letter”: The detective Dupin solves the mystery by reasoning1.

that the letter is hidden where everyone would think it cannot be. His argument presupposes that

the obvious hiding spot is the best choice because it is the obvious choice, a form of circular

logic that highlights the theme of perception.

Mary Shelley’s *Frankenstein*: Victor Frankenstein’s justifications for creating life often revolve2.

around his belief that he must do so because he is destined, which is circular reasoning that

underscores his tragic hubris.

Albert Camus’ *The Stranger*: The protagonist Meursault’s reasoning about life and death3.

reflects existential circularity—he accepts the absurdity of existence because it is inherently

absurd, a reasoning loop that shapes the novel’s philosophical core.

These examples reveal how circular reasoning can function as a narrative strategy, deepening

thematic resonance and character complexity.



Challenges in Identifying Circular Reasoning in Texts

Detecting circular reasoning in literature is not always straightforward. Unlike formal arguments, literary

texts often present ambiguous or multi-layered rhetoric, where circular logic may serve symbolic or

ironic purposes rather than evidentiary flaws. Readers must distinguish between deliberate literary

techniques and genuine logical fallacies.

Context is critical: a seemingly circular argument may reflect a character’s flawed thinking, unreliable

narration, or a thematic motif rather than a simple error. This nuanced understanding enhances literary

analysis and prevents misinterpretation.

Conclusion: The Role of Circular Reasoning in Literary

Interpretation

Circular reasoning examples in literature are more than mere logical missteps; they enrich narratives

by illuminating character psychology, thematic intricacies, and narrative architecture. From

Shakespeare to contemporary authors, circular logic serves diverse purposes—from exposing flawed

reasoning to reinforcing existential themes.

Recognizing and analyzing circular reasoning in literary contexts invites readers and critics to engage

with texts on a deeper level, appreciating the complexity and subtlety behind seemingly straightforward

arguments. As a critical tool, it opens pathways to understanding how literature reflects and

interrogates human thought, belief, and meaning.

Circular Reasoning Examples In Literature

  circular reasoning examples in literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/circular-reasoning-examples-in-literature.pdf


Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Political Prayer in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature Amy Dunham Strand, 2024-09-30 Political Prayer in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature explores how American women writers such as Catharine Maria Sedgwick,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Rebecca Harding Davis, and Emily Dickinson translated petitioning – a
political form for redress of grievances with religious resonance, or what Strand calls “political
prayer” – in their literary works. At a time when petitioning was historically transforming
governments, mobilizing masses, and democratizing North America, these White women writers
wrote “literary petitions” to advocate for others in social justice causes such as antiremoval,
antislavery, and labor reform, to transform American literature and culture, and to articulate an
ambivalent political agency. Political Prayer in Nineteenth-Century American Literature introduces
historic petitioning into literary study as an overlooked but important new lens for reading
nineteenth-century fiction and poetry. Understanding petitions in these literary works – and these
literary works as petitions – also helps us to understand women’s political agency before their
enfranchisement, to explain why scholars have long debated and inconsistently interpreted the
works of well-anthologized women writers, and to see more clearly the multidimensional, coexisting,
and often competing religious and political aspects of their writings.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Exploring Sublime Rhetoric in Biblical
Literature Roy R. Jeal, 2024-03-22 In scholarly study of the New Testament and early Christian
rhetoric, one key element is often overlooked: the sublime. To address this omission, contributors to
this volume explore how the awe-inspiring, dislocating, and sometimes horrifying language that
characterizes sublime rhetoric exerts cognitive, emotional, and physiological force on its audiences,
transporting them to new realities as they go along. The essays lay a foundation for scholars and
students to identify and interpret sublime rhetoric in biblical literature. Contributors include Murray
J. Evans, Alan P. R. Gregory, Christopher T. Holmes, Roy R. Jeal, Harry O. Maier, Erika Mae
Olbricht, Thomas H. Olbricht†, Vernon K. Robbins, and Jonathan Thiessen.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Forensic Aspects of Paediatric Fractures Rob A.C.
Bilo, Simon G. F. Robben, Rick R. van Rijn, 2023-06-10 This excellently illustrated book, now in a
revised and extended second edition, not only describes the radiological findings which can be found
in child abuse cases but also places them in a forensic perspective – a crucial aspect often
underrepresented in radiological books. The aim is to enable physicians involved in non-accidental
trauma cases to interpret radiological findings in light of the forensic circumstances under which
these findings have arisen. Accordingly, the book will assist in determining whether a fracture is
accidental or the result of abuse. Fractures are addressed not only by anatomical location but also
by trauma mechanism, with careful attention to evidence regarding the reported mechanism and the
clinical outcome. Drawing on the latest literature, the authors explain whether a particular form of
trauma can cause a particular injury and identify where the reader can find the supporting evidence.
The book will be essential reading and a superb reference for all who are involved in the diagnosis of
child abuse, including pediatricians, emergency room physicians, and radiologists. It will also be a
valuable resource for legal medicine physicians, lawyers, and judges.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Trauma and Literature J. Roger Kurtz,
2018-03-15 As a concept, 'trauma' has attracted a great deal of interest in literary studies. A key
term in psychoanalytic approaches to literary study, trauma theory represents a critical approach
that enables new modes of reading and of listening. It is a leading concept of our time, applicable to
individuals, cultures, and nations. This book traces how trauma theory has come to constitute a
discrete but influential approach within literary criticism in recent decades. It offers an overview of
the genesis and growth of literary trauma theory, recording the evolution of the concept of trauma in
relation to literary studies. In twenty-one essays, covering the origins, development, and applications
of trauma in literary studies, Trauma and Literature addresses the relevance and impact this
concept has in the field.



  circular reasoning examples in literature: Perspectives in Ethology P.P.G. Bateson, Peter H.
Klopfer, 2013-06-29 This volume is subtitled Alternatives because we wanted to devote at least a
part of it to the alternative ways in which members of the same species behave in a given situation.
Not so very long ago the supposition among many ethologists was that if one animal behaved in a
particular way, then all other members of the same age and sex would do the same. Any differences
in the ethogram between individuals were to be attributed to normal biological variation. Such
thinking is less common nowadays after the discovery of dramatic differences between members of
the same species which are of the same age and sex. Alternative modes of behavior, though now
familiar, raise particularly interesting questions about current function, evolutionary history, and
mechanism. Do the differences rep resent equally satisfactory solutions to a given problem? Are
some of the solutions the best that those animals can do, given their body size and general
condition? Is an alternative solution adopted because so many other individuals have taken the first?
If so, do the frequencies reached at equilibrium depend on differential survival of genetically distinct
types or do they result from decisions taken by individual animals? If the alternatives are induced
during development, as are the castes of social insects, what is required for such triggering? The
questions about alternative ways of behaving are addressed in some of the chapters in this volume.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: The Westminster Dictionary of New
Testament and Early Christian Literature and Rhetoric David Edward Aune, 2003-01-01 The
Westminster Dictionary of New Testament and Early Christian Literature and Rhetoric details the
variety of literary and rhetorical forms found in the New Testament and in the literature of the early
Christian church. This authoritative reference source is a treasury for understanding the methods
employed by New Testament and early Christian writers. Aune's extensive study will be of immense
value to scholars and all those interested in the ways literary and rhetorical forms were used and
how they functioned in the early Christian world. This unique and encyclopedic study will serve
generations of scholars and students by illuminating the ways words shaped the consciousness of
those who encountered Christian teachings.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Narratology beyond Literary Criticism Jan
Christoph Meister, 2008-08-22 This anthology presents the results of the Second International
Colloquium of the Narratology Research Group (Hamburg University). It engages in the exploration
of approaches that broaden Narratology's realm. The contributions illustrate the transcendence of
traditional models common to Narratology. They also reflect on the relevance of such a 'going
beyond' as seen in more general terms: What interrelation can be observed between re-definition of
object domain and re-definition of method? What potential interfaces with other methods and
disciplines does the proposed innovation offer? Finally, what are the repercussions of the proposed
innovation in terms of Narratology's self-definition? The innovative volume facilitates the
inter-methodological debate between Narratology and other disciplines, enabling the
conceptualization of a Narratology beyond traditional Literary Criticism.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Literary Theory and the New Testament Michal
Beth Dinkler, 2019-11-26 A comprehensive case for a fresh literary approach to the New Testament
For at least a half century, scholars have been adopting literary approaches to the New Testament
inspired by certain branches of literary criticism and theory. In this important and illuminating work,
Michal Beth Dinkler uses contemporary literary theory to enhance our understanding and
interpretation of the New Testament texts. Dinkler provides an integrated approach to the relation
between literary theory and biblical interpretation, employing a wide range of practical theories and
methods. This indispensable work engages foundational concepts and figures, the historical contexts
of various theoretical approaches, and ongoing literary scholarship into the twenty-first century. In
Literary Theory and the New Testament, Dinkler assesses previous literary treatments of the New
Testament and calls for a new phase of nuanced thinking about New Testament texts as both ancient
and literary.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: The Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record
of British and Foreign Literature , 1891



  circular reasoning examples in literature: The Future Is Now: An Introduction to
Prefigurative Politics Lara Monticelli, 2024-02-13 The gloomy prospect of climate change and
ecosystems' collapse calls for an urgent rethinking of all aspects of our life: how we work, produce,
eat, spend, take care of each other, relate to nature, and organize our societies. Prefigurative
initiatives are attracting a growing amount of attention from scholars and activists precisely because
they are envisioning alternative futures by embodying radically different ways of living in the
present. Thanks to the contribution of leading researchers, 'The Future is Now' represents the go-to
book for anyone seeking a comprehensive, state-of-the-art, and thought-provoking introduction to
the thriving field of prefigurative politics.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Political Research Sandr Halperin, 2025
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Hugh G., Hugh G Gauch, Jr, 2012 The
fundamental principles of the scientific method are essential for enhancing perspective, increasing
productivity, and stimulating innovation. These principles include deductive and inductive logic,
probability, parsimony and hypothesis testing, as well as science's presuppositions, limitations,
ethics and bold claims of rationality and truth. The examples and case studies drawn upon in this
book span the physical, biological and social sciences; include applications in agriculture,
engineering and medicine; and also explore science's interrelationships with disciplines in the
humanities such as philosophy and law. Informed by position papers on science from the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, National Academy of Sciences and National Science
Foundation, this book aligns with a distinctively mainstream vision of science. It is an ideal resource
for anyone undertaking a systematic study of scientific method for the first time, from
undergraduates to professionals in both the sciences and the humanities.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: A Catholic Introduction to the Bible John
Bergsma, Brant Pitre, 2018-09-04 Although many Catholics are familiar with the four Gospels and
other writings of the New Testament, for most, reading the Old Testament is like walking into a
foreign land. Who wrote these forty-six books? When were they written? Why were they written?
What are we to make of their laws, stories, histories, and prophecies? Should the Old Testament be
read by itself or in light of the New Testament? John Bergsma and Brant Pitre offer readable
in-depth answers to these questions as they introduce each book of the Old Testament. They not only
examine the literature from a historical and cultural perspective but also interpret it theologically,
drawing on the New Testament and the faith of the Catholic Church. Unique among introductions,
this volume places the Old Testament in its liturgical context, showing how its passages are
employed in the current Lectionary used at Mass. Accessible to nonexperts, this thorough and
up-to-date introduction to the Old Testament can serve as an idea textbook for biblical studies. Its
unique approach, along with its maps, illustrations, and other reference materials, makes it a
valuable resource for seminarians, priests, Scripture scholars, theologians, and catechists, as well as
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the Bible.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Beyond Leadership Scott Eacott, 2017-11-06 This
book systematically elaborates Scott Eacott’s “relational” approach to organizational theory in
education. Contributing to the relational trend in the social sciences, it first surveys relational
scholarship across disciplines before providing a nuanced articulation of the relational research
program and key concepts such as organizing activity, auctors, and spatio-temporal conditions. It
also includes critical commentaries on the program from key figures such as Tony Bush, Megan
Crawford, Fenwick English, Helen Gunter, Izhar Oplatka, Augusto Riveros, and Dawn Wallin. As
such, the text models an approach to, or social epistemology for building knowledge claims in
relation rather than through parallel monologues. Eacott’s relational approach provides a distinctive,
post-Bourdieusian variant of the relational sociological project. Shifting the focus of inquiry from
entities (e.g., leaders, organizations) to organizing activity and recognizing how auctors generate –
simultaneously emerging from and constitutive of – spatio-temporal conditions unsettles the
orthodoxy of organizational theory in educational administration and leadership. By presenting its
claims in the context of other approaches, the book stimulates intellectual debate among both



relational sociologists and opponents of relational approaches. Beyond Leadership provides
significant insights into the organizing of education. As it does not fit neatly into any one field, but
instead blends educational administration and leadership, organizational studies, and relational
sociology, among others, it charts new territory and promotes important dialogue and debate.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Collecting Practices and Opisthographic
Collections in Qumran and Herculaneum Ayhan Aksu, 2024-12-16 In Collecting Practices and
Opisthographic Collections in Qumran and Herculaneum, Ayhan Aksu offers a new perspective on
practices of collection in both the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Herculaneum papyri. This study focuses
on the intriguing question how ancient scribes and scholars used manuscripts to bring different
texts in conversation with each other. Central to Aksu’s approach are opisthographic manuscripts –
scrolls that contain text on both the front and back side. Comparative research of the rich papyrus
collection from Herculaneum reveals that scribes across various regions of the Mediterranean
developed dynamic approaches to engage with their texts.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: The Oxford Handbook of Wisdom and the Bible
Will Kynes, 2021-01-25 This collection of leading scholars presents reflections on both wisdom as a
general concept throughout history and cultures, as well as the contested nature of the category of
Wisdom Literature. The first half of the collection explores wisdom more generally with essays on its
relationship to skill, epistemology, virtue, theology, and order. Wisdom is examined in a number of
different contexts, such as historically in the Hebrew Bible and its related cultures, in Egypt and
Mesopotamia, as well as in Patristic and Rabbinic interpretation. Additionally, wisdom is examined
in its continuing relevance in Islamic, Jewish, and Christian thought, as well as from feminist,
environmental, and other contextual perspectives. The second half of the volume considers Wisdom
Literature as a category. Scholars address its relation to the Solomonic Collection, its social setting,
literary genres, chronological development, and theology. Wisdom Literature's relation to other
biblical literature (law, history, prophecy, apocalyptic, and the broad question of Wisdom influence)
is then discussed before separate chapters on the texts commonly associated with the category.
Contributors take a variety of approaches to the current debates surrounding the viability and value
of Wisdom Literature as a category and its proper relationship to the concept of wisdom in the
Hebrew Bible. Though the organization of the volume highlights the independence of wisdom as
concept from Wisdom Literature as a category, seeking to counter the lack of attention given to this
question in the traditional approach, the inclusion of both topics together in the same volume
reflects their continued interconnection. As such, this handbook both represents the current state of
Wisdom scholarship and sets the stage for future developments.
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Schizophrenia Bulletin , 1985
  circular reasoning examples in literature: Fields of Logic and Computation Andreas Blass,
Nachum Dershowitz, Wolfgang Reisig, 2010-08-16 Yuri Gurevich has played a major role in the
discovery and development of - plications of mathematical logic to theoretical and practical
computer science. His interests have spanned a broad spectrum of subjects, including decision p-
cedures, the monadic theory of order, abstract state machines, formal methods, foundations of
computer science, security, and much more. In May 2010, Yuri celebrated his 70th birthday. To
mark that occasion, on August 22, 2010,a symposium was held in Brno, the Czech Republic, as a sat-
lite event of the 35th International Symposium on Mathematical Foundations of Computer Science
(MFCS 2010) and of the 19th EACSL Annual Conference on Computer Science Logic (CSL 2010).
The meeting received generous support from Microsoft Research. In preparation for this 70th
birthday event, we asked Yuri’s colleagues (whether or not they were able to attend the symposium)
to contribute to a volume in his honor. This book is the result of that e?ort. The collection of articles
herein begins with an academic biography, an annotated list of Yuri’s publications and reports, and a
personaltribute by Jan Van den Bussche. These are followed by 28 technical contributions. These
articles – though they cover a broad range of topics – represent only a fraction of Yuri’s multiple
areas of interest. Each contribution was reviewed by one or two readers. In this regard, the editors
wish to thank several anonymous individuals for their assistance.



  circular reasoning examples in literature: Epistemology Alvin I. Goldman, Matthew
McGrath, 2015 Epistemology has long mesmerized its practitioners with numerous puzzles. What
can we know, and how can we know it? In Epistemology: A Contemporary Introduction, Alvin
Goldman, one of the most noted contemporary epistemologists, and Matthew McGrath, known for
his work on a wide range of topics in the field, have joined forces to delve into these puzzles.
Featuring a clear and engaging writing style and intriguing examples, Epistemology surveys both
traditional and emerging topics in depth, acquainting students not only with the history of the field
but also its new developments and directions. The first half of the book examines core questions
about the nature and structure of justification and knowledge, skepticism, and the Gettier problem,
paying careful attention to reliabilism, evidentialism, contextualism, pragmatic encroachment,
knowledge-first epistemology, and dogmatism about perceptual justification. The second half
provides lively excursions into such new topics as the relevance of cognitive science to epistemology,
the prospects for experimental philosophy, and the evidential status of intuitions. The authors open
coverage of each topic with an introduction for beginners and then move on to analyses suitable for
advanced undergraduate and graduate students.
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