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America The Story of Us Cities Answer Key: Unlocking the Historical Puzzle

america the story of us cities answer key is a phrase that often pops up among educators,
students, and history buffs delving into the captivating documentary series "America: The Story of
Us." This series, which vividly narrates the journey of the United States through monumental events
and transformative eras, places significant emphasis on the development of American cities—those
bustling hubs where culture, industry, and innovation intersected. If you’re looking to deepen your
understanding or need guidance navigating the educational materials connected to this series, the
answer key becomes an invaluable resource.

In this article, we’ll explore what the America The Story of Us cities answer key entails, why it’s
important for learners, and how it enriches your grasp of American urban history. Along the way, we’ll
touch on the cities highlighted in the series, the themes they represent, and practical tips for using
the answer key to complement your study or teaching experience.

Understanding America The Story of Us Cities Answer
Key

At its core, the America The Story of Us cities answer key is designed to accompany educational
worksheets, quizzes, and assignments inspired by the documentary. The series itself covers a wide
range of historical topics, but the urban centers featured are particularly crucial because they
illustrate how American cities evolved from small settlements into sprawling metropolises.

This answer key provides verified solutions and explanations to questions about key cities such as
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and others that played pivotal roles during various periods like the
Industrial Revolution, the Gold Rush, and the Civil Rights Movement. By offering clear answers, it
helps users verify their knowledge and gain deeper insight into the forces shaping these urban
landscapes.

Why the Answer Key Matters for Students and Educators

Learning history through multimedia like "America: The Story of Us" can be engaging but also
challenging. The answer key serves multiple purposes:

- **Accuracy and Confidence:** Students can confirm their responses, ensuring they’re on the right
track.
- **Enhanced Understanding:** Explanations in the answer key often provide context beyond the
documentary, reinforcing learning.
- **Time-Saving for Teachers:** Educators can efficiently check assignments, freeing up time for more
interactive teaching methods.
- **Encouragement of Critical Thinking:** By comparing their answers with the key, learners can
identify gaps in knowledge and explore topics more critically.



Key Cities Featured in America The Story of Us

To comprehend why the answer key focuses on certain cities, it helps to know which ones stand out in
the series and why.

New York City: The Gateway of Immigration and Commerce

New York's story is a quintessential American narrative about immigration, commerce, and cultural
melting pots. The city’s evolution from a colonial trading post to a global economic powerhouse is
well-documented in the series. Questions in the associated materials might explore Ellis Island’s role,
the rise of skyscrapers, or the impact of the Erie Canal.

Chicago: The Heart of Industry and Innovation

Chicago’s transformation into a hub for meatpacking, railroads, and manufacturing highlights
industrial America’s growth. The answer key can help clarify details about the Great Chicago Fire,
urban planning innovations, or labor movements that shaped the city’s legacy.

San Francisco: The Golden City of Opportunity

San Francisco’s significance during the Gold Rush era and as a Pacific trade center is another focal
point. Educational content often probes the city’s diverse population, economic boom, and challenges
such as earthquakes. The answer key supports learners by providing precise historical facts and
timelines.

Other Noteworthy Cities

- **Boston** – birth of the American Revolution and intellectual center
- **Atlanta** – pivotal in the Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement
- **Detroit** – emblematic of automotive innovation and industrial decline
- **Washington D.C.** – the nation’s political heart and symbol of democracy

Each city encapsulates different facets of America’s story, and understanding their unique histories
enriches the overall narrative.

How to Effectively Use the America The Story of Us
Cities Answer Key

The answer key is not just a tool for checking work; it’s a springboard for deeper exploration. Here are
some tips to maximize its utility:



1. Use It as a Study Companion, Not a Shortcut

Rather than immediately turning to the answer key, try answering questions independently first. This
approach strengthens retention and critical thinking. Afterward, review your answers against the key
to identify areas for review.

2. Dive into the Explanations

Good answer keys don’t just give you the right answer; they explain why it’s correct. Take time to
read these explanations carefully. They often include historical context, dates, and cause-effect
relationships that clarify complex events.

3. Connect the Dots Between Cities and Themes

Use the answer key to see how different cities contributed to larger themes like migration, innovation,
or social change. For example, understanding how industrialization affected both Chicago and Detroit
offers a broader perspective on economic development.

4. Supplement With Additional Resources

The documentary and its answer key are fantastic starting points, but pairing them with books,
primary sources, and museum visits can deepen understanding. Use the answer key as a roadmap to
discover which topics or cities you want to explore further.

Common Topics Covered in City-Related Questions

When working with materials related to America The Story of Us cities, you might encounter questions
on:

- The impact of immigration waves on urban growth
- Technological innovations like the assembly line or skyscraper construction
- Social movements originating in cities, including labor rights and civil rights
- Transportation developments such as canals, railroads, and highways
- Economic booms and busts influencing city populations and industries

Understanding these topics through the lens of specific cities helps make history tangible and
relatable.



Benefits Beyond the Classroom

While the answer key is primarily an educational aid, its value extends into broader contexts. For
history enthusiasts, it serves as a quick reference to verify facts and timelines. For travelers, it can
enhance visits to historic American cities by providing background stories that bring landmarks to life.
Teachers can also adapt the key into interactive lessons, encouraging students to debate and discuss
the complex histories of urban America.

The phrase america the story of us cities answer key might initially sound like a dry academic tool,
but in reality, it’s a gateway to a richer appreciation of how American cities shaped the nation’s
identity. Through structured guidance and thoughtful explanations, it transforms passive viewing into
active learning, making history accessible and engaging. Whether you’re an educator, student, or
curious learner, tapping into this resource can illuminate the stories behind America’s iconic cities and
the people who built them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'America: The Story of Us - Cities'
episode?
The episode focuses on the rapid growth and development of American cities during the 19th and
early 20th centuries, highlighting industrialization, immigration, and urbanization.

Which cities are prominently featured in 'America: The Story
of Us - Cities'?
The episode prominently features cities such as New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Detroit,
showcasing their historical significance and growth.

How did immigration impact American cities according to the
episode?
Immigration significantly contributed to the population boom in American cities, providing labor for
factories and shaping the cultural diversity of urban areas.

What role did industrialization play in the growth of American
cities in the episode?
Industrialization drove economic growth, creating jobs and attracting people to cities, which
transformed them into bustling centers of manufacturing and commerce.

How did transportation innovations influence city



development as explained in the episode?
Innovations like railroads, streetcars, and subways facilitated the expansion of cities by improving the
movement of people and goods within and between urban areas.

What social challenges faced American cities during their
rapid growth in the episode?
Cities grappled with overcrowding, poor sanitation, labor unrest, and the struggle to provide adequate
housing and services for their expanding populations.

How does 'America: The Story of Us - Cities' illustrate the
cultural impact of urbanization?
The episode illustrates urbanization's cultural impact by showing how cities became melting pots of
different ethnicities, fostering new cultural expressions, social movements, and innovations.

Additional Resources
America the Story of Us Cities Answer Key: An In-Depth Exploration

america the story of us cities answer key serves as a crucial resource for educators, students,
and history enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of the dynamic growth and
development of American cities throughout history. This answer key complements the popular
documentary series "America: The Story of Us," particularly the episode focused on cities, by
providing detailed explanations, historical context, and clarifications to the questions and themes
raised in the program. As urban centers have played a pivotal role in shaping the social, economic,
and cultural fabric of the United States, examining this answer key offers valuable insights into the
complexities behind urbanization and city life in America.

Understanding the Role of "America the Story of Us
Cities Answer Key"

The documentary series "America: The Story of Us" presents a sweeping narrative of the nation’s
history, with a specific episode dedicated to the evolution of cities. The “cities” episode highlights key
events such as industrialization, immigration, and technological innovation that transformed small
settlements into sprawling metropolises. However, without supplementary materials like the answer
key, viewers may miss nuanced details or struggle with comprehension questions related to the
episode’s content.

The answer key functions as a detailed guide, addressing questions about significant historical
figures, urban policies, landmark inventions, and socio-economic shifts that influenced American cities
from the 18th century onward. It is designed to facilitate a more comprehensive engagement with the
documentary, fostering critical thinking and analytical skills.



Key Themes Explored in the Cities Episode

Industrialization and Urban Growth

One of the primary themes highlighted by the answer key is the rapid industrialization that fueled
urban expansion during the 19th and early 20th centuries. American cities like New York, Chicago,
and Pittsburgh became hubs of manufacturing and commerce, attracting millions of workers. The
answer key elaborates on how factories, railroads, and technological innovations such as the
telegraph and electricity contributed to city development.

Immigration and Demographic Shifts

The influx of immigrants, particularly from Europe, profoundly shaped the demographics and culture
of American cities. The answer key provides detailed responses explaining how immigrant
communities settled in urban neighborhoods, influencing social dynamics, labor markets, and political
landscapes. It also addresses challenges such as overcrowding, sanitation issues, and ethnic tensions
that arose during this period.

Urban Infrastructure and Public Health

Another critical aspect discussed is the evolution of urban infrastructure. The answer key covers the
introduction of public transportation systems like streetcars and subways, which facilitated urban
mobility. It also examines public health initiatives, including the development of sewage systems and
clean water access, which were essential in combating diseases common in densely populated areas.

Features of the America the Story of Us Cities Answer
Key

The answer key is notable for its comprehensive coverage and clarity. It often breaks down complex
historical phenomena into digestible explanations, making it accessible for diverse audiences. Some
features that make the answer key effective include:

Contextual Explanations: Each answer is accompanied by background information that
situates facts within broader historical narratives.

Chronological Structure: The responses follow the timeline of urban development, aiding
learners in understanding cause-and-effect relationships.

Cross-Referencing: The key links themes across episodes, highlighting how cities relate to
other aspects of American history.



Visual Aids and Maps: When available, it supplements answers with maps or charts
illustrating population growth and migration patterns.

Comparative Insights: America’s Cities vs. Global Urban
Trends

An insightful element within the answer key involves comparing American urbanization with global
trends during the same era. For instance, while European cities also faced industrial growth and
immigration, American cities experienced unique challenges due to the rapid pace of expansion and
the country’s vast geographical scale. The key underscores differences in urban planning, social
mobility, and economic opportunities, enriching viewers’ understanding beyond a purely national
perspective.

Pros and Cons of Using the Answer Key

While the america the story of us cities answer key is an invaluable educational tool, it is essential to
consider its strengths and limitations.

Pros

Enhanced Comprehension: Helps clarify complex topics and historical details that may be1.
glossed over in the documentary.

Supports Academic Learning: Useful for teachers designing lesson plans or students2.
preparing for exams related to American history.

Encourages Critical Analysis: Prompts users to think beyond surface-level facts through3.
detailed explanations and thematic connections.

Cons

Potential for Overreliance: Users might depend too heavily on the key, limiting independent1.
interpretation or research.

Limited Accessibility: Some versions of the answer key are not freely available, restricting2.
access for all interested learners.



Focus on Specific Content: The key is tied to the documentary’s narrative and may omit3.
alternative historical perspectives or recent scholarship.

Integrating the Answer Key into Educational Settings

Educators aiming to utilize the america the story of us cities answer key can adopt various strategies
to maximize its pedagogical value. For instance, pairing the documentary viewing with guided
discussions based on the key’s questions encourages active learning. Assignments might include
comparative essays on urbanization or research projects exploring the long-term impact of
immigration on city development.

Additionally, the answer key can serve as a foundation for interdisciplinary approaches, linking history
with geography, economics, and sociology. This holistic method helps students grasp the multifaceted
nature of urban growth and its continuing relevance in contemporary society.

Using Technology and Supplementary Materials

Modern classrooms increasingly leverage digital tools to enhance learning experiences. The answer
key, when integrated into interactive platforms or online quizzes, can engage students more
effectively. Supplementary materials such as primary source documents, historical photographs, and
city maps further enrich the educational process, making the exploration of American cities both
informative and immersive.

The Broader Significance of Urban History in America

Understanding the historical trajectory of American cities is crucial for appreciating current urban
challenges and opportunities. The america the story of us cities answer key highlights how past
developments—industrial booms, waves of immigration, infrastructural innovations—have shaped the
social fabric, economic foundations, and cultural identities of modern urban centers.

Moreover, this historical perspective informs discussions on urban policy, planning, and sustainability.
Recognizing the successes and failures of earlier periods aids policymakers and citizens alike in
envisioning cities that are equitable, resilient, and vibrant.

As the United States continues to urbanize, with over 80% of the population residing in metropolitan
areas, reflecting on the lessons encapsulated in the answer key provides both context and guidance
for future growth.

America’s story is inseparable from the story of its cities; resources like the america the story of us
cities answer key ensure that this narrative remains accessible, accurate, and engaging for
generations to come.



America The Story Of Us Cities Answer Key

  america the story of us cities answer key: From Sea to Shining Sea the Story of America
Teacher's Edition ,
  america the story of us cities answer key: Seeds of Change : the Story of ACORN, America's
Most Controversial Antipoverty Community Organizing Group John Atlas, 2010 Seeds of Change is
the definitive book on one of the most effective grassroots organizations of low-income
Americans.Robert Kuttner --
  america the story of us cities answer key: The CQ Press Guide to Urban Politics and Policy in
the United States Christine Kelleher Palus, Richardson Dilworth, 2016-02-11 The CQ Press Guide to
Urban Politics and Policy in the United States will bring the CQ Press reference guide approach to
topics in urban politics and policy in the United States. If the old adage that “all politics is local” is
even partially true, then cities are important centers for political activity and for the delivery of
public goods and services. U.S. cities are diverse in terms of their political and economic
development, demographic makeup, governance structures, and public policies. Yet there are some
durable patterns across American cities, too. Despite differences in governance and/or geographic
size, most cities face similar challenges in the management of public finances, the administration of
public safety, and education. And all U.S. cities have a similar legal status within the federal system.
This reference guide will help students understand how American cities (from old to new) have
developed over time (Part I), how the various city governance structures allocate power across city
officials and agencies (Part II), how civic and social forces interact with the organs of city
government and organize to win control over these organs and/or their policy outputs (Part III), and
what patterns of public goods and services cities produce for their residents (Part IV). The thematic
and narrative structure allows students to dip into a topic in urban politics for deeper historical and
comparative context than would be possible in either an A-to-Z encyclopedia entry or in an urban
studies course text. FEATURES: Approximately 40 chapters organized in major thematic parts in one
volume available in both print and electronic formats. Front matter includes an Introduction by the
Editors along with biographical backgrounds about the Editors and the Contributing Authors. Back
matter includes a compilation of relevant topical data or tabular presentation of major historical
developments (population grown; size of city budgets; etc.) or historical figures (e.g., mayors), a
bibliographic essay, and a detailed index. Sidebars are provided throughout, and chapters conclude
with References & Further Readings and Cross References to related chapters (as links in the
e-version). This Guide is a valuable reference on the topics in urban politics and policy in the United
States. The thematic and narrative structure allows researchers to dip into a topic in urban politics
for a deeper historical and comparative context than would be possible in either an A-to-Z
encyclopedia entry or in an urban studies course text.
  america the story of us cities answer key: American Myths, Legends, and Tall Tales
Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2016-08-29 A fascinating survey of the entire history of tall
tales, folklore, and mythology in the United States from earliest times to the present, including
stories and myths from the modern era that have become an essential part of contemporary popular
culture. Folklore has been a part of American culture for as long as humans have inhabited North
America, and increasingly formed an intrinsic part of American culture as diverse peoples from
Europe, Africa, Asia, and Oceania arrived. In modern times, folklore and tall tales experienced a
rejuvenation with the emergence of urban legends and the growing popularity of science fiction and
conspiracy theories, with mass media such as comic books, television, and films contributing to the
retelling of old myths. This multi-volume encyclopedia will teach readers the central myths and
legends that have formed American culture since its earliest years of settlement. Its entries provide
a fascinating glimpse into the collective American imagination over the past 400 years through the
stories that have shaped it. Organized alphabetically, the coverage includes Native American
creation myths, tall tales like George Washington chopping down his father's cherry tree and the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/america-the-story-of-us-cities-answer-key.pdf


adventures of King of the Wild Frontier Davy Crockett, through to today's urban myths. Each entry
explains the myth or legend and its importance and provides detailed information about the people
and events involved. Each entry also includes a short bibliography that will direct students or
interested general readers toward other sources for further investigation. Special attention is paid to
African American folklore, Asian American folklore, and the folklore of other traditions that are often
overlooked or marginalized in other studies of the topic.
  america the story of us cities answer key: Spectrum Geography, Grade 5 Spectrum,
2015-01-05 Winding through purple mountains majesties and amber waves of grain, the
standards-based Spectrum(R) Geography: United States of America for grade 5 guides your childÕs
understanding of maps, ecology, historical events, population, and more using colorful illustrations
and informational text. --Spectrum(R) Geography is an engaging geography resource that goes
beyond land formations and mapsÑit opens up childrenÕs perspectives through local, national, and
global adventures without leaving their seats.
  america the story of us cities answer key: Mapping Possibility Leonie Sandercock,
2023-01-27 Mapping Possibility traces the intertwined intellectual, professional, and emotional life
of Leonie Sandercock. With an impressive career spanning nearly half a century as an educator,
researcher, artist, and practitioner, Sandercock is one of the leading figures in community planning,
dedicating her life to pursuing social, cultural, and environmental justice through her work. In this
book, Leonie Sandercock reflects on her past writings and films, which played an important role in
redefining the field in more progressive directions, both in theory and practice. It includes
previously published essays in conjunction with insightful commentaries prefacing each section, and
four new essays, two discussing Sandercock’s most recent work on a feature-film project with
Indigenous partners. Innovative, visionary, and audacious, Leonie’s community-based scholarship
and practice in the fields of urban planning and community development have engaged some of the
most intractable issues of our time – inequality, discrimination, and racism. Through award-winning
books and films, she has influenced the planning field to become more culturally fluent, addressing
diversity and difference through structural change. This book draws a map of hope for emerging
planners dedicated to equity, justice, and sustainability. It will inspire the next generation of
community planners, as well as current practitioners and students in planning, cultural studies,
urban studies, architecture, and community development.
  america the story of us cities answer key: Cosmopolis II Leonie Sandercock, Peter Lyssiotis,
2003-12-01 The 21st century will be the century of multicultural cities, of the struggle for equality
and diversity and the struggle against fundamentalism. Cosmopolis II presents a truly global tour of
contemporary cities - from Birmingham to Rotterdam, Frankfurt to Berlin, Sydney to Vancouver, and
Chicago to East St. Louis. Passionately written and superbly illustrated with a range of specially
commissioned images, Cosmopolis II is a visionary book of our urban future.
  america the story of us cities answer key: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1998 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  america the story of us cities answer key: Treasury and General Government Appropriations
for Fiscal Year 2001 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee
on Treasury and General Government, 2000
  america the story of us cities answer key: Delirious Delhi David Prager, 2013-06-01 When
the Big Apple no longer felt big enough, Dave Prager and his wife, Jenny, moved to a city of sixteen
million people—with seemingly twice as many honking horns. Living and working in Delhi, the
couple wrote about their travails and discoveries on their popular blog Our Delhi Struggle. This
book, all new, is Dave’s top-to-bottom account of a megacity he describes as simultaneously ecstatic,
hallucinatory, feverish, and hugely energizing. Weaving together useful observations and hilarious



anecdotes, he covers what you need to know to enjoy the city and discover its splendors: its
sprawling layout,some favorite sites, the food, the markets, and the challenges of living in or visiting
a city that presents every human extreme at once. Among his revelations: secrets that every Delhiite
knows, including the key phrase for successfully negotiating with any shopkeeper; the most
fascinating neighborhoods, and the trendiest; the realities behind common stereotypes; tips for
enjoying street food and finding hidden restaurants, as well as navigating the transportation system;
and the nuances of gestures like the famous Indian head bobble. Delirious Delhi is at once tribute to
a great world city and an invitation to explore. Read it, and you’ll want to book the next flight!
  america the story of us cities answer key: Encyclopedia of Social Media and Politics Kerric
Harvey, 2013-12-20 The Encyclopedia of Social Media and Politics explores how the rise of social
media is altering politics both in the United States and in key moments, movements, and places
around the world. Its scope encompasses the disruptive technologies and activities that are
changing basic patterns in American politics and the amazing transformations that social media use
is rendering in other political systems heretofore resistant to democratization and change. In a time
when social media are revolutionizing and galvanizing politics in the United States and around the
world, this encyclopedia is a must-have reference. It reflects the changing landscape of politics
where old modes and methods of political communication from elites to the masses (top down) and
from the masses to elites (bottom up) are being displaced rapidly by social media, and where
activists are building new movements and protests using social media to alter mainstream political
agendas. Key Features: This three-volume A-to-Z encyclopedia set includes 600 short essays on
high-interest topics that explore social media’s impact on politics, such as Activists and Activism,
Issues and Social Media, Politics and Social Media, and Popular Uprisings and Protest. A stellar
array of world renowned scholars have written entries in a clear and accessible style that invites
readers to explore and reflect on the use of social media by political candidates in this country, as
well as the use of social media in protests overseas Unique to this book is a detailed appendix with
material unavailable anywhere else tracking and illustrating social media usage by U.S. Senators
and Congressmen. This encyclopedia set is a must-have general, non-technical resource for students
and researchers who seek to understand how the changes in social networking through social media
are affecting politics, both in the United States and in selected countries or regions around the
world. Key Themes: Opening Essays Celebrities and Pioneers in Social Media and Politics
Congressional Social Media Usage (Most Active Members) Measuring Social Media′s Political Impact
Misuse of Social Media in the Political Arena: Issues and Ethics Social Media, Candidates, and
Campaigns Social Media, Politics, and Culture Social Media and Networking Websites Social Media
and Political Unrest Social Media and Social Issues, Activism, and Movements Social Media
Concepts and Theorie Social Media Regulation, Public Policy, and Actual Practice Social Media
Types, Innovation and Technology
  america the story of us cities answer key: Normal Instructor , 1913
  america the story of us cities answer key: The Yearbook of the United Brethren in
Christ for the Year of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ... , 1906
  america the story of us cities answer key: A/AS Level History for AQA The Making of a
Superpower: USA, 1865–1975 Student Book Tony McConnell, Adam I. P. Smith, 2015-09-03 A
new series of bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the AQA 2015 A/AS Level History.
Written for the AQA A/AS Level History specifications for first teaching from 2015, this print Student
Book covers The Making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975 Breadth component. Completely
matched to the new AQA specification, this full-colour Student Book provides valuable background
information to contextualise the period of study. Supporting students in developing their critical
thinking, research and written communication skills, it also encourages them to make links between
different time periods, topics and historical themes.
  america the story of us cities answer key: The Yearbook of the United Brethren in
Christ for the Year of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Church of the United Brethren in Christ
(New constitution), 1906



  america the story of us cities answer key: The Street Railway Journal , 1914
  america the story of us cities answer key: Global Movement Ruth Reitan, 2013-10-18 Critical
research and theorizing on the Anti- or Alter-Globalization Movement has exploded over the last two
decades. This volume provides a platform for scholar-activists themselves to share insights from
engaged research and to critically reflect on movement histories and internal dynamics. It also
highlights ways in which activists are reaching beyond their geographical and issue boundaries to
link with others in struggle, to construct a broader global movement of the left--and beyond. Case
studies span the social movement spectrum from more traditional concerns with class, the primacy
of the labor movement, economic redistribution and justice, through the so-called 'new' movements
of identity and post-materialist issues of peace, the environment, gender, and indigenous struggles,
to the newest currents in (post-)autonomy, (post-)anarchism, and de- or anti-coloniality. Together
these studies show that what began in Chiapas with the Zapatista cry of basta ya! as an
'anti-globalization' movement morphed for a time into 'alter-globalization' and 'global peace and
justice', and may now be emerging as a counter-hegemonic project of and for global
democratization. This book was published as a special issue of Globalizations.
  america the story of us cities answer key: Department of State News Letter United
States. Department of State, 1961
  america the story of us cities answer key: The Vital Issue , 1914
  america the story of us cities answer key: News Examiner and Commentator , 1914
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