
akc trick dog evaluator guide
**The Ultimate AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide: How to Become an Official Evaluator**

akc trick dog evaluator guide is your go-to resource if you’re passionate about dog
training and want to take your involvement with the American Kennel Club’s Trick Dog
Program to the next level. Becoming an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator is a rewarding way to
contribute to the community, share your expertise, and help dog owners showcase the
incredible skills of their canine companions. Whether you’re a professional trainer, a
dedicated hobbyist, or a dog enthusiast curious about the evaluation process, this guide
covers everything you need to know about the role, requirements, and how to succeed as
an evaluator.

Understanding the AKC Trick Dog Program

Before diving into the specifics of the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator guide, it’s essential to
understand the broader context of the Trick Dog Program itself. Established by the
American Kennel Club, this program encourages dog owners to teach their dogs a variety of
tricks, promoting mental stimulation, obedience, and a strong human-canine bond.

The program is designed to be inclusive, allowing dogs of all breeds and mixed breeds to
participate. It offers three levels of titles based on trick difficulty: Novice, Intermediate, and
Advanced. To earn these titles, dogs must perform a set of tricks evaluated by an official
AKC Trick Dog Evaluator.

What is an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator?

An AKC Trick Dog Evaluator is an individual authorized by the American Kennel Club to
assess and certify dogs performing tricks as part of the Trick Dog Program. Evaluators play
a crucial role in maintaining the integrity and consistency of the program by ensuring that
dogs meet the standards required for each title level.

The Role and Responsibilities

As an evaluator, your primary responsibility is to observe and verify that a dog performs the
tricks correctly according to AKC’s guidelines. This includes:

- Reviewing the dog’s performance to confirm it meets the criteria.
- Ensuring the handler adheres to AKC rules during the evaluation.
- Completing and submitting the evaluation paperwork accurately.
- Providing constructive feedback to handlers, if requested.

Being an evaluator means you must be knowledgeable about the tricks, patient with dogs



and handlers, and committed to upholding a fair and enjoyable experience for everyone
involved.

How to Become an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator

Getting certified as an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator involves several clear steps. Here’s a
breakdown to help you navigate the process smoothly.

Prerequisites and Eligibility

- **Experience with the Trick Dog Program:** You should be familiar with the program’s
rules, titles, and trick requirements. Many evaluators have experience training their own
dogs or working with others in the program.
- **Professional Background:** While not mandatory, having a background in dog training,
behavior, or related fields can be highly beneficial.
- **AKC Membership:** Evaluators must be registered with the AKC or be associated with an
AKC member organization.

Training and Certification

The AKC provides resources and training materials to help aspiring evaluators understand
the evaluation process. Typically, you’ll need to:

1. **Review the Trick Dog Rulebook:** This document outlines all requirements, trick
descriptions, and evaluation procedures.
2. **Attend an Evaluator Workshop or Seminar:** These sessions, often hosted by the AKC
or regional clubs, offer hands-on training and insights into conducting evaluations.
3. **Submit an Application:** Once ready, you apply through the AKC, providing details
about your experience and qualifications.
4. **Pass an Evaluation:** Some regions require a practical exam or observation to confirm
your ability to evaluate fairly and accurately.

Tips for New Evaluators

Starting as an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator can feel overwhelming, but with the right approach,
it becomes an enjoyable and fulfilling role.

Prepare Thoroughly

Familiarize yourself with each trick’s specifics across the Novice, Intermediate, and
Advanced levels. Understanding subtle differences in performance expectations will help



you make confident and consistent decisions.

Practice Patience and Positivity

Remember, many handlers and dogs may be nervous during evaluations. Your encouraging
demeanor can make a huge difference in their experience. Providing gentle guidance and
positive reinforcement keeps the atmosphere supportive.

Stay Organized

Keep evaluation forms, records, and scheduling details well-organized. Efficient paperwork
management ensures timely submission to the AKC and avoids delays in awarding titles.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Evaluating dogs performing tricks is rewarding but not without challenges. Here are a few
common issues and strategies to handle them:

Variability in Dog Behavior

Dogs might have off days or be distracted, which can affect their performance. As an
evaluator, it’s important to recognize when a dog is genuinely struggling versus not
meeting criteria. Allow handlers a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate the trick, but
adhere strictly to AKC standards to maintain fairness.

Handling Diverse Skill Levels

Since the program includes three title levels, you’ll encounter a wide range of skills. Be
adaptable; novice dogs may need more encouragement, while advanced dogs require
precise execution of complex tricks.

Managing Time Efficiently

During evaluation events, multiple handlers may be waiting. Organize the session to keep
things moving smoothly without rushing participants, balancing thoroughness with
efficiency.



Benefits of Being an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator

Taking on the evaluator role brings numerous personal and professional rewards:

- **Community Involvement:** Engage with fellow dog lovers, trainers, and owners who
share your passion.
- **Skill Enhancement:** Deepen your knowledge of dog training techniques and trick
performance.
- **Recognition:** Gain respect as a certified evaluator within the AKC community.
- **Contribution:** Help promote positive dog training practices and celebrate canine
achievements.

Expanding Your Network

Evaluators often connect with local clubs, training facilities, and dog events, opening doors
for collaborations, workshops, and even career opportunities in dog training or judging.

Resources for AKC Trick Dog Evaluators

To support your journey, the following resources can be invaluable:

- **AKC Trick Dog Rulebook:** The definitive guide for rules and trick descriptions.
- **Evaluator Training Events:** Workshops or online seminars offered by AKC or affiliated
organizations.
- **AKC Official Website:** Regular updates, forms, and contact information.
- **Community Forums:** Online groups where evaluators share experiences and advice.
- **Training Videos:** Visual aids to better understand trick standards and evaluation
techniques.

By making use of these tools, you ensure that your evaluations are consistent,
knowledgeable, and aligned with AKC expectations.

---

Becoming an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator is more than just a title—it’s a chance to celebrate
the unique talents of dogs and the dedication of their handlers. This role fosters a deeper
connection to the dog community, encourages positive training methods, and helps uphold
the high standards of the AKC Trick Dog Program. If you’re ready to take your passion for
canine tricks to a new level, following this AKC Trick Dog Evaluator guide will set you on the
right path.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide?
The AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide is a resource provided by the American Kennel Club to
help trainers and evaluators assess dogs' performance in the AKC Trick Dog program.

Who can become an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator?
Anyone who is at least 18 years old, has a good understanding of dog training and
behavior, and is approved by the AKC can become an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator.

What are the main responsibilities of an AKC Trick Dog
Evaluator?
An AKC Trick Dog Evaluator observes and scores dogs performing tricks to determine if
they meet the standards required for Trick Dog titles.

How does the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide help in the
evaluation process?
The guide provides clear criteria, instructions, and scoring methods to ensure consistent
and fair evaluations of dogs performing tricks.

Are there specific requirements for the tricks to be
performed during evaluation?
Yes, the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide outlines approved tricks and the standards each
trick must meet for a dog to pass evaluation.

Can AKC Trick Dog Evaluators conduct evaluations at
home or only at official events?
Evaluations can be conducted at home, training clubs, or special events, as long as the
evaluator follows the AKC guidelines and submits proper documentation.

How often is the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide
updated?
The AKC periodically updates the evaluator guide to reflect new tricks, rule changes, and
best practices in dog training and evaluation.

Is training experience required to use the AKC Trick
Dog Evaluator Guide effectively?
While formal training experience is helpful, the guide is designed to be accessible to
individuals familiar with dog behavior and basic training techniques.



Where can I obtain the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide?
The guide can be obtained through the official AKC website or by contacting the AKC
directly for evaluator resources.

What benefits does the AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide
provide to the dog community?
The guide promotes standardized evaluation, encourages positive training methods, and
helps maintain the integrity of the AKC Trick Dog title program.

Additional Resources
AKC Trick Dog Evaluator Guide: Navigating the Path to Canine Creativity Recognition

akc trick dog evaluator guide serves as an essential resource for those interested in
understanding the nuances behind the American Kennel Club’s (AKC) Trick Dog Program. As
an innovative approach to acknowledging a dog’s intelligence, creativity, and training
prowess, the Trick Dog title has gained popularity among dog owners, trainers, and
enthusiasts alike. This guide delves into the role of the evaluator, the process involved, and
the significance of the program, offering a detailed exploration for those aiming to
participate or assess performances within this unique canine competition.

Understanding the AKC Trick Dog Program

Before analyzing the evaluator’s responsibilities, it is critical to comprehend the framework
of the AKC Trick Dog Program itself. Established to encourage training beyond traditional
obedience or agility, the program allows dogs to earn titles based on the successful
demonstration of a series of tricks. Ranging from simple to complex, these tricks showcase
not only the dog’s capabilities but also the bond and communication between dog and
handler.

The program is divided into three levels: Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced. Each tier
requires the dog to master a specified number of tricks from an approved list,
demonstrating proficiency in execution and consistency. This tiered structure challenges
both new and experienced handlers, fostering an environment that promotes continuous
learning.

The Role of an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator

At the heart of the program’s credibility is the AKC Trick Dog evaluator. These individuals
are responsible for conducting evaluations to verify that the dog performs the required
tricks correctly and safely. The evaluator’s expertise ensures that the program maintains
high standards, fair assessments, and uniformity across different locations and events.



Evaluator Qualifications and Training

Becoming an AKC Trick Dog evaluator entails meeting specific prerequisites, including a
thorough understanding of canine behavior, training techniques, and the Trick Dog rules
and regulations. Typically, evaluators have backgrounds in dog training, veterinary care, or
competitive dog sports, which equip them to assess performances accurately and
compassionately.

The AKC provides comprehensive training materials and workshops to certify evaluators.
This training covers not only the technical aspects of trick evaluation but also the ethical
considerations involved in judging, such as avoiding bias and ensuring the welfare of the
dog throughout the evaluation process.

Evaluation Process and Criteria

During an evaluation, the evaluator observes the dog performing the designated tricks in a
controlled environment. The criteria for assessment include:

Accuracy: The trick must be executed as described in the official AKC Trick Dog list.

Consistency: The dog should perform the trick reliably when prompted.

Safety: Both the dog and handler must demonstrate safe practices, avoiding any
action that could cause injury or distress.

Handler Cues: Evaluators note whether the dog responds to verbal, hand, or other
cues without physical manipulation.

If the dog successfully meets the requirements for the level being attempted, the evaluator
completes and submits the necessary forms, allowing the AKC to award the Trick Dog title.

Comparing AKC Trick Dog Evaluators with Other
Canine Judges

Unlike judges in traditional dog shows or agility trials, AKC Trick Dog evaluators focus
primarily on the successful performance of tricks rather than conformation or speed. This
distinction requires evaluators to prioritize behavioral analysis and the quality of training
over physical attributes.

Moreover, the Trick Dog evaluator’s role is less about competition and more about
certification. This approach fosters a collaborative atmosphere, where the evaluator often
provides feedback and encouragement. It contrasts with the sometimes high-pressure
environment of breed conformation judging, highlighting the program’s unique focus on fun



and learning.

Benefits of Having Certified Evaluators

The presence of certified AKC Trick Dog evaluators brings several benefits:

Standardization: Ensures that trick performances meet consistent criteria
nationwide.

Credibility: Maintains the integrity of the Trick Dog title as a meaningful
achievement.

Support: Offers handlers guidance and constructive feedback during evaluation.

Safety Assurance: Protects dogs from potentially harmful training methods or
performances.

These advantages contribute to the program’s growing reputation and encourage wider
participation.

Challenges Faced by AKC Trick Dog Evaluators

While the role carries significant responsibility, evaluators may encounter certain
challenges. One common issue is the variability in dog temperaments and training
backgrounds, which can influence performance consistency. Evaluators must balance strict
adherence to the rules with an understanding of individual dog differences.

Another challenge lies in staying updated with evolving trick lists and program
modifications. The AKC periodically reviews and expands the repertoire of approved tricks,
requiring evaluators to maintain continuous education to apply standards effectively.

Additionally, evaluators often work in diverse settings—from formal events to smaller club
gatherings—demanding adaptability in managing different environments without
compromising evaluation quality.

Strategies for Effective Evaluation

To address these challenges, evaluators employ several strategies:

Clear Communication: Explaining expectations and procedures to handlers before
evaluations.



Patience and Observation: Allowing dogs sufficient time to perform while carefully
noting execution details.

Professionalism: Maintaining neutrality and fairness throughout the process.

Continual Learning: Engaging with AKC updates, workshops, and evaluator
communities.

Such approaches ensure that evaluations remain both rigorous and supportive.

How to Become an AKC Trick Dog Evaluator

For individuals interested in contributing to the Trick Dog Program, the path to becoming an
evaluator involves several steps:

Meet Eligibility Requirements: Typically, candidates should have experience in1.
dog training or a related field.

Study the AKC Trick Dog Rules: Familiarize with the official guidelines and trick2.
descriptions.

Complete Evaluator Application: Submit necessary documentation to the AKC for3.
consideration.

Participate in Training Workshops: Attend AKC-approved evaluator training4.
sessions, which may be conducted online or in person.

Pass Certification Assessments: Demonstrate competence through written or5.
practical evaluations.

Maintain Certification: Engage in ongoing education and renew credentials as6.
required.

This structured process ensures that certified evaluators uphold the program’s standards
and contribute positively to the trick dog community.

Impact of AKC Trick Dog Evaluators on the Canine
Community

AKC Trick Dog evaluators play a pivotal role in shaping how dog training and performance
are recognized beyond traditional disciplines. By validating diverse skills, they encourage
creativity and strengthen the human-canine bond. Their work supports a more inclusive



approach to canine achievement, welcoming dogs of all breeds and backgrounds.

Furthermore, evaluators help promote positive reinforcement training methods,
emphasizing enjoyment and mental stimulation over competition-driven pressure. This
influence contributes to healthier training environments and better welfare outcomes for
dogs nationwide.

In summary, the AKC Trick Dog evaluator guide offers a comprehensive roadmap for
understanding a critical component of the Trick Dog Program. Through meticulous
assessment, ongoing education, and ethical oversight, evaluators ensure that the program
remains a respected and enjoyable avenue for celebrating canine intelligence and
partnership.
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  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Canine Good Citizen - The Official AKC Guide Mary R.
Burch Ph.D, 2020-11-10 The Canine Good Citizen program was created by the American Kennel Club
to reward dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. Written by the respected
dog experts at the American Kennel Club - the very same organization that designed the test -
Canine Good Citizen will help dog owners easily maneuver through the program's 10-step
curriculum, stressing responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs. With the valuable
information found in this helpful guide, your dog will pass the Canine Good Citizen obedience test
with flying colors!
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Natural Health for Dogs and
Cats Liz Palika, 2011-12-06 Includes the latest advice from well-known and respected veterinarians.
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: The Big Book of Tricks for the Best Dog Ever Larry Kay, Chris
Perondi, 2019-03-19 A step-by-step guide to more than 100 dog tricks, specially designed for
effective training, for pure fun, and even for turning your dog into a YouTube star, from the coauthor
of the tremendously successful and much-praised Training the Best Dog Ever and the genius behind
The Stunt Dog Show, which performs more than 1,000 shows a year.
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Teach Your Dog New Tricks Hannah Richter, 2020-06-23
Transform your dog into a trick dog with this step-by-step training guide No matter their age or size,
all dogs can learn new dog tricks! Whether you want to teach your dog a classic trick like Roll Over,
or master more advanced ones like Cross Your Paws, this easy-to-follow training guide offers
practical step-by-step instructions to help big and small dogs learn easy, intermediate, and advanced
tricks. Trick training will engage your dog, keep them healthy, and help them bond even more with
you and your family. Teach Your Dog New Tricks organizes dog tricks by skill level, offers effective
hand and verbal cues for each trick, and even includes notes to help estimate dog training time. This
guide to dog tricks features: Positive reinforcement—Learn to communicate effectively with your
dog by motivating them to learn dog tricks with praise and rewards. Novice to advanced—This
step-by-step guide helps you create the best trick-training path for your dog, based on their skill
level. Troubleshooting tips—Having trouble with a trick? These exercises also include helpful hints
to keep your dog on a successful training path. You and your four-legged friend are about to become
the masters of dog tricks.
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Canine Good Citizen, 2nd Edition Mary R. Burch,
2019-12-10 The Canine Good Citizen program was created by the American Kennel Club to reward
dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. Written by the respected dog experts
at the American Kennel Club - the very same organization that designed the test - Canine Good
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Citizen will help dog owners easily maneuver through the program's 10-step curriculum, stressing
responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs. With the valuable information found in
this helpful guide, your dog will pass the Canine Good Citizen obedience test with flying colors!
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Legend Acres Intermediate Teaching Guide Handbook
Kristi Kay May, 2023-06-15 The Legend Acres Intermediate Teaching Guide Handbook is a
comprehensive guide for dog trainers who want to teach intermediate level obedience and behavior
modification to dogs. This handbook includes a detailed outline of the Legend Acres Intermediate
Training Program, which covers topics such as intermediate obedience, off-leash training, and
behavior modification. The handbook also includes step-by-step procedures for each exercise, as well
as tips and tricks for successful training. With this handbook, trainers will have all the tools they
need to teach dogs the skills they need to become well-behaved and obedient companions. Features:
- Comprehensive guide for intermediate level dog training - Detailed outline of the Legend Acres
Intermediate Training Program - Step-by-step procedures for each exercise - Tips and tricks for
successful training Benefits: - Provides trainers with a clear and organized training program - Helps
trainers teach dogs advanced obedience and behavior modification skills - Prepares dogs for AKC
Canine Good Citizen Test, AKC CGC Community Canine Test, Therapy Dog Evaluation, and is the
second level of training for Service Dog Training. - Helps dogs become well-behaved and obedient
companion
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: The Big Book of Tricks for the Best Dog Ever Larry Kay, Chris
Perondi, 2019-03-19 Show off your dog! And let your dog show off, too! Using the secrets of
professional dog trainers, this fully illustrated guide with hundreds of step-by-step photos show how
to teach your pet 118 tricks and stunts. Organized from beginner level to pro, these tricks run the
gamut from the kinds of things any well-behaved dog should know—fetch, paw shake, roll over—to
stunts that will delight your friends and family, from dance routines to flying disc acrobatics. You’ll
even learn the tricks behind filmmaking with dogs to create your own movie magic and performance
showstoppers. And there are benefits far beyond the wow factor. Teaching your dog tricks will not
only reveal more of your dog’s real personality, including hidden talents, it will also improve your
pet’s behavior, reinforce socialization, prevent boredom and restlessness, and instill your pet with
greater confidence. And dramatically enrich the relationship the two of you already share.
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Show/Trial Manual , 1987
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies Jack Volhard,
Wendy Volhard, 2012-07-30 Help your four-legged friend pass the Canine Good Citizen Test in a
day? Easy! The AKC's Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Program is one of the most rapidly growing
programs in the American Kennel Club. With useful tips and quick fixes that will put a stop to all
sorts of bad habits, Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies helps owners build solid
relationships with their dog based on positive reinforcement, trust, and obedience. This handy little
guide gives you a better understanding of the test itself, the essential skills tested, and the benefits
of this unique training program. It covers the test's requirements and various elements, and is
packed with expert tips and advice for mastering all ten sections of the test. A detailed description of
the entire test's requirements and elements Tips and tricks for mastering each the of 10 sections of
the test The do's and don'ts of taking the test Online component takes you beyond the book with
bonus content and features Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies gives you everything
you need to help your dog master the skills and proficiencies necessary to pass the AKC's Good
Canine Test.
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Pet Library's Dog Training Guide Jack Kenworthy, 1969
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: A User's Guide to AKC Rules for Record Keeping and
Identification American Kennel Club, 1992
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: AKC Agility Judges Guidelines American Kennel Club, 1998
  akc trick dog evaluator guide: Section A: Manual of Procedures National Accreditation
Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped, 1968
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Founded in 1884, the American Kennel Club is the USA’s largest non-profit dog registry and widely
considered the gold standard for registered purebred
About Us | AKC Canine Health Foundation The mission of the American Kennel Club Canine
Health Foundation, Inc. (CHF) is to advance the health of all dogs and their owners by funding
scientific research and supporting the
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