
a thousand years of good prayers
**A Thousand Years of Good Prayers: Exploring Faith, Healing, and Connection**

a thousand years of good prayers have woven their way through human history, echoing across
cultures, religions, and generations. Prayer, as a universal practice, transcends time and geography,
offering solace, hope, and a bridge between the earthly and the divine. The phrase “a thousand years
of good prayers” evokes a deep sense of continuity, tradition, and spiritual resilience—a testament to
humanity’s enduring quest for meaning and connection.

In this article, we’ll delve into the multifaceted world of prayer, exploring how the idea of “a
thousand years of good prayers” resonates today. From the historical roots and cultural significance
to the psychological and emotional benefits, we’ll uncover why prayer remains a powerful and
relevant practice in the modern world.

The Historical and Cultural Legacy of Prayer

Prayer is as old as civilization itself. Across continents and epochs, people have turned to prayer as a
way to communicate with higher powers, express gratitude, seek guidance, or find comfort in times
of distress. The notion of “a thousand years of good prayers” reflects this rich heritage, a lineage of
spiritual expressions passed down through countless generations.

Prayer Through the Ages

From ancient Mesopotamian invocations to the chants of indigenous peoples, prayer has taken many
forms. In religious traditions like Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism, prayers are
often codified—written in sacred texts or ritualized in ceremonies. For example, the Lord’s Prayer in
Christianity or the Salat in Islam demonstrate structured approaches to communication with God,
each infused with centuries of interpretation and devotion.

Yet, prayer is not confined to formal religion. Folk prayers, personal meditations, and silent
reflections all contribute to the mosaic of “a thousand years of good prayers.” This diversity
highlights prayer as a human universal, adaptable and deeply personal.

The Role of Prayer in Community and Culture

Prayer often serves as a communal activity, binding people together. Whether through collective
worship, festival prayers, or moments of national remembrance, shared prayers foster a sense of
belonging and collective identity. Consider the Jewish practice of saying Kaddish in memory of the
deceased or the Islamic communal prayers during Ramadan. These traditions reinforce community
bonds and provide continuity across generations.

Communities worldwide have preserved prayers through oral traditions, manuscripts, and now



digital archives, ensuring that “a thousand years of good prayers” remain accessible and impactful.

Understanding the Spiritual and Psychological Impact
of Prayer

Beyond its historical and cultural dimensions, prayer holds significant psychological and emotional
value. Many people find that engaging in prayer, whether formal or informal, enhances their mental
wellbeing and resilience.

Prayer as a Tool for Healing and Comfort

The act of praying can soothe anxiety, reduce stress, and foster hope—especially during difficult
times. Research in psychology and medicine suggests that prayer and meditation activate areas of
the brain associated with emotional regulation and compassion. This may explain why individuals
often report a profound sense of peace and clarity after prayer.

For many, the concept of “a thousand years of good prayers” offers reassurance—a spiritual lineage
that supports healing and strength. Knowing that countless others before them have turned to
prayer in moments of need creates a powerful sense of solidarity and continuity.

Prayer and Mindfulness: A Modern Connection

In today’s fast-paced world, mindfulness practices have gained popularity, and prayer often overlaps
with these meditative traditions. Both prayer and mindfulness encourage presence, reflection, and a
focus on the present moment. This intersection makes prayer appealing even to those who may not
identify with a particular religion but seek spiritual grounding.

Incorporating prayer into daily routines can serve as a form of self-care, promoting mental clarity
and emotional balance. For readers looking to cultivate their own practice, starting with simple,
heartfelt intentions can be a meaningful way to connect with this ancient tradition.

How to Cultivate Your Own Practice Inspired by a
Thousand Years of Good Prayers

Embracing the wisdom of “a thousand years of good prayers” doesn’t require adherence to any
specific religion or ritual. Instead, it invites a personal exploration of faith, gratitude, and intention.

Starting a Personal Prayer Practice



If you’re new to prayer or looking to deepen your connection, consider these tips:

Find a quiet space: Creating a peaceful environment helps foster focus and calm.

Set an intention: Clarify what you’re praying for—whether it’s guidance, gratitude, healing,
or peace.

Use traditional prayers or create your own: You can recite established prayers from your
faith tradition or speak spontaneously from the heart.

Be consistent: Even a few minutes daily can build a meaningful habit.

Reflect after praying: Take note of any insights, emotions, or changes in perspective.

Incorporating Prayer into Daily Life

Prayer need not be confined to formal moments. Many find value in integrating small prayers
throughout the day—before meals, during moments of stress, or as a way to express gratitude. This
continuous practice echoes the idea of “a thousand years of good prayers” as an ongoing, living
tradition.

The Influence of Literature and Media: “A Thousand
Years of Good Prayers” in Art and Storytelling

The phrase “a thousand years of good prayers” also holds a special place in literature and popular
culture. It has inspired writers and filmmakers to explore themes of family, faith, and reconciliation.

One notable example is the acclaimed short story collection and film titled *A Thousand Years of
Good Prayers* by Yiyun Li. This work delves into the complexities of human relationships, cultural
displacement, and the lingering power of unspoken prayers and hopes. Through intimate
storytelling, it captures the nuanced ways in which prayer and faith intersect with everyday life.

Stories like these remind us that prayer is not just a religious act but a deeply human one—rich with
emotion, conflict, and redemption.

The Enduring Relevance of a Thousand Years of Good
Prayers

In a world marked by rapid change and uncertainty, the steady presence of prayer offers a
grounding force. Whether through ancient rituals, community gatherings, or personal meditations,
“a thousand years of good prayers” continue to inspire hope and connection.



Exploring this tradition invites us to consider our own spiritual journeys and the ways we seek
meaning amid life’s challenges. It encourages us to recognize that while the forms of prayer may
evolve, the human need to reach beyond ourselves remains timeless.

Embracing the legacy of “a thousand years of good prayers” means honoring the past, nurturing the
present, and opening ourselves to the future—one heartfelt prayer at a time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Thousand Years of Good
Prayers'?
'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' primarily explores themes of communication, cultural identity,
and the complexities of family relationships, especially between generations.

Who is the author of 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers'?
The author of 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' is Yiyun Li, a Chinese-American writer known for
her poignant storytelling and exploration of Chinese immigrant experiences.

How does 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' address the
immigrant experience?
The collection delves into the immigrant experience by portraying characters who navigate the
challenges of cultural displacement, assimilation, and maintaining connections to their heritage.

What narrative style is used in 'A Thousand Years of Good
Prayers'?
Yiyun Li employs a minimalist and introspective narrative style, focusing on subtle emotional
undercurrents and detailed character studies.

Has 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' received any notable
awards?
Yes, 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' won the 2006 PEN/Hemingway Award for debut fiction,
recognizing its literary excellence.

How does the title story, 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers,'
reflect the collection's themes?
The title story centers on a father-daughter relationship strained by cultural and generational gaps,
encapsulating themes of communication barriers and reconciliation.



In what ways does Yiyun Li use symbolism in 'A Thousand
Years of Good Prayers'?
Li uses symbolism subtly, such as references to language, silence, and traditional customs, to
highlight the characters' internal conflicts and cultural tensions.

Additional Resources
A Thousand Years of Good Prayers: A Deep Dive into Ha Jin’s Acclaimed Novel

a thousand years of good prayers is not just the title of Ha Jin’s celebrated novel but a powerful
phrase that encapsulates themes of cultural displacement, communication barriers, and the
complexities of human relationships. Since its publication in 1995, the book has garnered critical
acclaim for its nuanced portrayal of immigrant life and the subtle tensions that arise between
tradition and modernity. This article provides an analytical review of the novel, exploring its
narrative structure, character development, and thematic resonance, while also placing it in the
broader context of contemporary literature.

Exploring the Narrative: Structure and Style

Ha Jin’s narrative approach in *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* is marked by simplicity and
directness, traits that enhance the emotional depth of the stories within. The book is a collection of
short stories, each portraying different facets of Chinese and Chinese-American experiences. The
titular story, “A Thousand Years of Good Prayers,” follows Mr. Shi, a retired widower who travels to
America to visit his daughter. Through quiet, everyday exchanges, Ha Jin deftly explores
generational divides and unspoken regrets.

The prose is characterized by its economy of language, reflecting the influence of both Western
literary traditions and classical Chinese storytelling. This restrained style allows readers to engage
deeply with the characters’ internal struggles without being overwhelmed by elaborate descriptions
or complex plot devices. Ha Jin’s choice to focus on short stories rather than a full-length novel
offers a mosaic of perspectives, enriching the thematic scope of the collection.

Characterization and Interpersonal Dynamics

One of the standout features of *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* is Ha Jin’s skillful
characterization. The protagonists often grapple with loneliness, cultural alienation, and the
challenge of reconciling past and present identities. Mr. Shi’s relationship with his daughter, for
instance, embodies the tension between traditional Chinese values and contemporary American life.
The daughter’s independence contrasts sharply with her father’s conservative outlook, highlighting
the generational and cultural gaps that many immigrant families face.

Ha Jin does not idealize any character; instead, he presents them with a blend of strengths and
flaws. This balanced portrayal invites readers to empathize with the characters’ dilemmas without
resorting to stereotypes. The subtle emotional undercurrents and restrained dialogues contribute to



a realistic depiction of communication barriers—both linguistic and emotional—that affect familial
relationships.

Thematic Resonance and Cultural Context

At its core, *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* addresses themes of love, loss, identity, and the
search for meaning across cultural boundaries. The title itself suggests a longing for blessings and
fulfillment that transcends time, hinting at the enduring nature of human hopes despite adversity.
Ha Jin’s exploration of immigrant experiences resonates widely, especially in an era marked by
globalization and cultural hybridity.

Communication and Misunderstanding

Communication, or the lack thereof, is a recurring motif throughout the collection. In many stories,
characters struggle to bridge gaps caused by language differences, emotional reticence, and cultural
expectations. This theme is particularly evident in the title story, where Mr. Shi’s attempts to
connect with his daughter are hampered by their differing worldviews and unspoken resentments.

This portrayal reflects broader social phenomena where immigrants often find themselves caught
between two cultures, struggling to maintain ties to their heritage while adapting to new
environments. Ha Jin’s nuanced treatment avoids simplistic resolutions, instead presenting
communication as an ongoing challenge that requires patience and empathy.

Tradition vs. Modernity

The tension between preserving cultural traditions and embracing modernity forms a critical
backdrop in the book. Characters often face dilemmas that pit familial duty against personal
freedom, reflecting societal shifts in China and among the diaspora. For example, the expectations
placed on children to honor their parents clash with the desire for self-determination, creating
emotional conflicts that drive the narratives.

Ha Jin’s stories provide insight into how individuals negotiate these competing demands, illustrating
that the balance is rarely straightforward. Through these explorations, the collection contributes to
a deeper understanding of the immigrant psyche and the complexities of cultural integration.

Comparative Perspectives: Positioning "A Thousand
Years of Good Prayers" in Contemporary Literature

When compared to other immigrant narratives, *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* stands out for
its understated yet profound treatment of themes. Unlike more overtly political or sensationalized
depictions, Ha Jin opts for subtlety and introspection. This approach aligns the book with works by
authors such as Amy Tan and Jhumpa Lahiri, who similarly explore identity and belonging through



intimate storytelling.

Moreover, Ha Jin’s background as a Chinese-born writer who emigrated to the United States lends
authenticity to his portrayal of cross-cultural experiences. His ability to write in English while
preserving the nuances of Chinese culture enriches the literary landscape and broadens the
representation of Asian-American voices.

Pros and Cons of Ha Jin’s Approach

Pros: The minimalist prose enhances emotional impact, the nuanced characters avoid clichés,
and the thematic depth provides rich material for reflection.

Cons: Some readers might find the slow pacing and subtlety less engaging compared to more
plot-driven works, and the stories’ open-endedness can feel unresolved.

Despite these potential drawbacks, the collection’s strengths have solidified its status as a
significant work in Asian-American literature.

Impact and Legacy

Since its release, *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* has influenced both literary circles and
readers seeking authentic immigrant narratives. It has been included in numerous academic
curricula, highlighting its value as a tool for cross-cultural understanding. The book also won the
PEN/Hemingway Award for debut fiction, underscoring its critical acclaim.

In addition to literary recognition, the themes addressed by Ha Jin remain highly relevant. As
societies continue to grapple with issues of migration, cultural identity, and generational change, the
stories offer timeless insights into the human condition. The novel’s emphasis on the quiet struggles
and small victories of everyday life contributes to a broader appreciation of diverse experiences.

The phrase “a thousand years of good prayers” itself evokes a sense of continuity and hope,
suggesting that despite obstacles, the human spirit endures. Ha Jin’s work invites readers to
contemplate the complexities beneath surface interactions and to recognize the profound
significance of seemingly ordinary moments.

In sum, *A Thousand Years of Good Prayers* serves as a compelling exploration of the immigrant
experience, marked by careful storytelling and deep empathy. Its place in contemporary literature is
well-earned, offering a rich, thoughtful perspective on themes that continue to resonate across
cultures and generations.



A Thousand Years Of Good Prayers

  a thousand years of good prayers: A Thousand Years of Good Prayers Yiyun Li, 2007-12-18
Brilliant and original, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers introduces a remarkable new writer whose
breathtaking stories are set in China and among Chinese Americans in the United States. In this
rich, astonishing collection, Yiyun Li illuminates how mythology, politics, history, and culture
intersect with personality to create fate. From the bustling heart of Beijing, to a fast-food restaurant
in Chicago, to the barren expanse of Inner Mongolia, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers reveals
worlds both foreign and familiar, with heartbreaking honesty and in beautiful prose. “Immortality,”
winner of The Paris Review’s Plimpton Prize for new writers, tells the story of a young man who
bears a striking resemblance to a dictator and so finds a calling to immortality. In “The Princess of
Nebraska,” a man and a woman who were both in love with a young actor in China meet again in
America and try to reconcile the lost love with their new lives. “After a Life” illuminates the vagaries
of marriage, parenthood, and gender, unfolding the story of a couple who keep a daughter hidden
from the world. And in “A Thousand Years of Good Prayers,” in which a man visits America for the
first time to see his recently divorced daughter, only to discover that all is not as it seems, Li boldly
explores the effects of communism on language, faith, and an entire people, underlining
transformation in its many meanings and incarnations. These and other daring stories form a
mesmerizing tapestry of revelatory fiction by an unforgettable writer.
  a thousand years of good prayers: A Thousand Years of Good Prayers Yiyun Li, In this
collection of short stories, the author illuminates how mythology, politics, history and culture
intersect with personality to create fate. From the bustling heart of Beijing, to a fast-food restaurant
in Chicago, to the barren expanse of Inner Mongolia, these stories reveal worlds both foreign and
familiar.
  a thousand years of good prayers: A Study Guide for Yiyun Li's "Immortality" Gale,
Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Yiyun Li's Immortality, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short
Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2011 Roger Ebert,
2010-09-14 Roger Ebert's criticism shows a nearly unequaled grasp of film history and technique,
and formidable intellectual range. --New York Times Pulitzer Prize-winning film critic Roger Ebert
presents more than 500 full-length critical movie reviews, along with interviews, essays, tributes,
journal entries, and Q and As from Questions for the Movie Answer Man inside Roger Ebert's Movie
Yearbook 2011. From Inglourious Basterds and Crazy Heart to Avatar, Fantastic Mr. Fox, and the
South Korean sensation The Chaser, Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2011. includes every movie
review Ebert has written from January 2008 to July 2010. Also included in the Yearbook are: *
In-depth interviews with newsmakers such as Muhammad Ali and Jason Reitman. * Tributes to Eric
Rohmer, Roy Disney, John Hughes, and Walter Cronkite. * Essays on the Oscars, reports from the
Cannes Film Festival, and entries into Ebert's Little Movie Glossary.
  a thousand years of good prayers: The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese
American Family Qijun Han, 2016-03-08 There has been an increasing recognition of the fluidity
and ambiguity of ethnic identities within the context of global mobility. With that in mind, how have
films constructed the identity of ethnic Chinese in the United States? This book addresses this issue
through three sub-questions. First, why is the family narrative so characteristic of films about
Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema? In other words, how and why are images of
Chinese or Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema different from those in Hollywood
movies? Second, how does transnational Chinese cinema define and negotiate the aesthetic
conventions of melodrama commonly used to depict Chinese American families? In terms of
establishing melodrama as an evolving mode of, how does Chinese American cinema historically
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connect with both Hollywood and Chinese cinema? Third, what have the narrative treatments of
Chinese American families in transnational Chinese cinema contributed to the ongoing
representation of Chinese culture and construction of ethnic Chinese identities in Western societies?
This book traverses fields such as cultural studies, Chinese studies, media studies, American studies,
and film studies, and engages with a select corpus of films from the 1990s to the 2000s, directed by
Chinese American, Taiwanese and Hong Kong filmmakers and produced in the USA, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and mainland China, to analyze the role the American Chinese family plays in their work. With
sensitivity towards transnational bonds and historical processes, a negotiation process of three sets
of conflicting forces has subsequently emerged: the traditional and the modern, the national and the
transnational, and Chinese American identity crisis in favor of a Chinese identity or a true American
identity. Contrasting cultural beliefs undoubtedly create cross-cultural and generational conflicts
within the family, yet also open the way to negotiation and compromise. This research on the
cinematic depiction of Chinese Americans reveals the historically significant transnational
connection among Chinese American, Chinese, and American cultures. On the one hand, ethnic
Chinese are represented by boundaries that establish and define the Chinese American community
against other communities, and yet, on the other hand, the representation of family life and
structure of Chinese immigrants is multiple and fluid, as culture itself is unstable and uncertain.
Therefore, a process of fixation and a process of fluidity seem to take place at the same time.
  a thousand years of good prayers: America Loves China: A Romance Novel Martin Avery,
2015-08-13 What happens when an American man meets a Chinese woman -- in China?
  a thousand years of good prayers: How to Write A Short Story (And Think About It) Robert
Graham, 2017-09-16 Short story publishing is flourishing in the 21st century and is no longer seen
as a poor relation of the novel. But what is a short story? And how do you write one? Robert Graham
takes you through everything you need to know, from how a writer works to crafting and editing
your own fiction. This heavily revised edition features new chapters by contemporary fiction writers.
Stressing the importance of reading broadly and deeply, the book includes a wide range of prompts
and writing exercises. It teaches you how to read as a writer and write like somebody who has read.
You will learn the elements of craft you need to produce short stories, and one of the key writer's
disciplines: reflecting on your own work. Whether you are a student or an experienced author, this
book will teach you how to write short stories – and reflect on the creative processes involved. The
book features chapters from writer-teachers James Friel, Rodge Glass, Ursula Hurley, Heather
Leach, Helen Newall, Jenny Newman, James Rice and Tom Vowler.
  a thousand years of good prayers: 20 Under 40 Deborah Treisman, 2010-11-23 A collection
of twenty stories by North American writers under the age of forty who the editors of the New
Yorker felt were, or soon would be, standouts in contemporary fiction.
  a thousand years of good prayers: The Rough Guide to Beijing (Travel Guide eBook)
Rough Guides, 2017-06-01 The Rough Guide to Beijing is the ultimate travel guide to China's
remarkable capital city. From the majestic Forbidden City and maze-like hutong alleys to gorgeous
lake-filled parks and the exquisite Summer Palace, this vibrant book - packed full of stunning
photography and clear, colour-coded maps - reveals the city's best sights and attractions. And if you
fancy taking a trip outside of Beijing, you'll be pointed in the right direction: incredible treks around
the Great Wall, ancient villages, imperial hunting parks and fascinating, offbeat museums are all
part of the mix. Comprehensive sections detail the very best places to sleep, eat, drink, shop and
unwind: check out our author picks and Beijing's Best boxes, selecting atmospheric courtyard hotels,
stylish bars, edgy art galleries, lively antiques markets, and much more. Expert reviews on film,
literature and live music create a rounded and exciting picture of modern Beijing. However long
you're staying, and whatever your budget, The Rough Guide to Beijing has you covered.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Where Reasons End Yiyun Li, 2019-02-05 A fearless writer
confronts grief and transforms it into art, in a book of surprising beauty and love, a masterpiece by a
master” (Elizabeth McCracken, Vanity Fair). Li has converted the messy and devastating stuff of life
into a remarkable work of art.”—The Wall Street Journal WINNER OF THE PEN/JEAN STEIN



AWARD • LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/FAULKNER AWARD • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
FICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TIME AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Parul
Seghal, The New York Times • NPR • The Guardian • The Paris Review The narrator of Where
Reasons End writes, “I had but one delusion, which I held on to with all my willpower: We once gave
Nikolai a life of flesh and blood; and I’m doing it over again, this time by words.” Yiyun Li meets
life’s deepest sorrows as she imagines a conversation between a mother and child in a timeless
world. Composed in the months after she lost a child to suicide, Where Reasons End trespasses into
the space between life and death as mother and child talk, free from old images and narratives.
Deeply moving, these conversations portray the love and complexity of a relationship. Written with
originality, precision, and poise, Where Reasons End is suffused with intimacy, inescapable pain, and
fierce love.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Asian American Literature Keith Lawrence, 2021-08-25
Asian American Literature: An Encyclopedia for Students is an invaluable resource for students
curious to know more about Asian North American writers, texts, and the issues and drives that
motivate their writing. This volume collects, in one place, a breadth of information about Asian
American literary and cultural history as well as the authors and texts that best define it. A dozen
contextual essays introduce fundamental elements or subcategories of Asian American literature,
expanding on social and literary concerns or tensions that are familiar and relevant. Essays include
the origins and development of the term Asian American; overviews of Asian American and Asian
Canadian social and literary histories; essays on Asian American identity, gender issues, and
sexuality; and discussions of Asian American rhetoric and children's literature. More than 120
alphabetical entries round out the volume and cover important Asian North American authors.
Historical information is presented in clear and engaging ways, and author entries emphasize
biographical or textual details that are significant to contemporary young adults. Special attention
has been given to pioneering authors from the late 19th century through the early 1970s and to
influential or well-known contemporary authors, especially those likely to be studied in high school
or university classrooms.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Katherine Mansfield: New Directions Aimée Gasston,
Gerri Kimber, Janet Wilson, 2020-06-25 Includes a literary reflection on Mansfield's work by
award-winning novelist Ali Smith. Katherine Mansfield: New Directions brings together leading
international scholars to explore and celebrate the modernist short fiction writer, Katherine
Mansfield. Reassessing Mansfield's life, work and reputation in the light of new research in literary
modernism the book maps new directions for future Mansfield studies in the twenty-first century.
Drawing on current work from postcolonial studies, eco-criticism, affect studies, book, periodical
and manuscript studies, and auto/biographical and critical-theoretical approaches to her life and art
as well as new archival discoveries, this is an essential contribution to our deepening understanding
of a central modernist figure.
  a thousand years of good prayers: ¡Cancerlandia! Juan Alvarado Valdivia, 2015-09 Recounts
the author's experience as a cancer patient. He was diagnosed with stage 2A Hodgkin lymphoma at
age 30, and was cancer free in 2010, and five years later considered in complete remission.
  a thousand years of good prayers: The Strange Adventures of Mr Andrew Hawthorn and
Other Stories John Buchan, 2009-07-28 A new selection of short stories by the prince of thriller
writers (The Times, London) The short stories of John Buchan are known for their authentically
rendered backgrounds, taut pacing, and atmosphere of expectancy and international intrigue. These
diverse tales combine Buchan's remarkable experiences and interests as a traveler, war
correspondent, politician, and classical scholar. Edited by acclaimed author Giles Foden, this
selection features the World War I thriller The Loathly Opposite, the frequently anthologized Sing a
Song of Sixpence, and Streams of Water in the South, one of Buchan's personal favorites. Addressing
such themes as human frailty, strength, and redemption, the stories testify to Buchan's worldview
that mastery of oneself leads to the fulfillment of one's destiny.
  a thousand years of good prayers: The Real Story of Ah-Q and Other Tales of China Lu Xun,



2009-10-29 Lu Xun (Lu Hsun) is arguably the greatest writer of modern China, and is considered by
many to be the founder of modern Chinese literature. Lu Xun's stories both indict outdated Chinese
traditions and embrace China's cultural richness and individuality. This volume presents brand-new
translations by Julia Lovell of all of Lu Xun's stories, including 'The Real Story of Ah-Q', 'Diary of a
Madman', 'A Comedy of Ducks', 'The Divorce' and 'A Public Example', among others. With an
afterword by Yiyun Li.
  a thousand years of good prayers: How to Read a Film James Monaco, 2009-05-08 Richard
Gilman referred to How to Read a Film as simply the best single work of its kind. And Janet Maslin in
The New York Times Book Review marveled at James Monaco's ability to collect an enormous
amount of useful information and assemble it in an exhilaratingly simple and systematic way.
Indeed, since its original publication in 1977, this hugely popular book has become the definitive
source on film and media. Now, James Monaco offers a special anniversary edition of his classic
work, featuring a new preface and several new sections, including an Essential Library: One
Hundred Books About Film and Media You Should Read and One Hundred Films You Should See. As
in previous editions, Monaco once again looks at film from many vantage points, as both art and
craft, sensibility and science, tradition and technology. After examining film's close relation to other
narrative media such as the novel, painting, photography, television, and even music, the book
discusses the elements necessary to understand how films convey meaning, and, more importantly,
how we can best discern all that a film is attempting to communicate. In addition, Monaco stresses
the still-evolving digital context of film throughout--one of the new sections looks at the
untrustworthy nature of digital images and sound--and his chapter on multimedia brings media
criticism into the twenty-first century with a thorough discussion of topics like virtual reality,
cyberspace, and the proximity of both to film. With hundreds of illustrative black-and-white film stills
and diagrams, How to Read a Film is an indispensable addition to the library of everyone who loves
the cinema and wants to understand it better.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Seeing Ghosts Kat Chow, 2021-08-24 This graceful,
captivating (New York Times Book Review) story from a singular new talent paints a portrait of grief
and the search for meaning as told through the prism of three generations of her Chinese American
family—perfect for readers of Helen Macdonald and Elizabeth Alexander. Kat Chow has always been
unusually fixated on death. She worried constantly about her parents dying---especially her mother.
A vivacious and mischievous woman, Kat's mother made a morbid joke that would haunt her for
years to come: when she died, she'd like to be stuffed and displayed in Kat's future apartment in
order to always watch over her. After her mother dies unexpectedly from cancer, Kat, her sisters,
and their father are plunged into a debilitating, lonely grief. With a distinct voice that is wry and
heartfelt, Kat weaves together a story of the fallout of grief that follows her extended family as they
emigrate from China and Hong Kong to Cuba and America. Seeing Ghosts asks what it means to
reclaim and tell your family’s story: Is writing an exorcism or is it its own form of preservation? The
result is an extraordinary new contribution to the literature of the American family, and a
provocative and transformative meditation on who we become facing loss. AN NPR BOOKS WE
LOVE 2021 PICK * A TIME MUST-READ BOOK OF 2021 PICK * A NEW YORK TIMESNOTABLE
BOOK OF 2021 * A HARPER'S BAZAAR BOOK YOU NEED TO READ IN 2021 * A TOWN &
COUNTRYBEST BOOK OF 2021 PICK * A FORTUNE BEST BOOK OF 2021 PICK
  a thousand years of good prayers: The Best American Essays 2014 John Jeremiah Sullivan,
2014-10-07 The acclaimed author of Pulphead collects “21 of the year’s most urgent and at times
painfully truthful pieces of nonfiction published in the U.S.” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). In
our age of trigger warnings and jeopardized free expression, The Best American Essays 2014 does
not shy away from shocking extremes, ambiguities, or dualities. As guest editor John Jeremiah
Sullivan notes, the essay assumes many two-sided forms, and these diverse pieces capture all the
conceptions of what an essay can be: the loose and the strict, the flourish and the finished, the try
and the trial. Sullivan’s choices embrace the high and the low, the memoirist’s confession and the
journalist s reportage, and all the gray area in between. From a hotel in Mongolia to a Clockwork



Orange like Baltimore, from a Rome emergency room to Burning Man, these diverse pieces surprise
and entertain, inform and titillate. The Best American Essays 2014 includes entries by Kristin
Dombek, Dave Eggers, Leslie Jamison, Ariel Levy, Yiyun Li, Barry Lopez, Zadie Smith, Wells Tower,
Emily Fox Gordon, James Wood, and others.
  a thousand years of good prayers: American Film in the Digital Age Robert C. Sickels,
2010-12-08 This eclectic, yet comprehensive analytical overview of the cataclysmic changes in the
American film industry since 1990 shows how they have collectively resulted in a new era—The
Digital Age. The American film industry has entered a new era. American Film in the Digital Age
traces the industrial changes since 1990 that have brought us to this point, namely: the rise of media
conglomerates, the proliferation of pornography through peripheral avenues of mainstream media,
the role of star actors and directors in distributing and publicizing their own pet projects, the
development of digital technology, and the death of truly independent films. Author Robert Sickels
draws straight lines from the movies to music, DVDs, video games, fast food, digital-on-demand, and
more, to demonstrate how all forms of media are merging into one. He explores the irony that the
success of independent films essentially killed independent cinema, showing how it has become
almost impossible to get a film released without the imprimatur of one of the big six media
companies—Fox, Viacom, TimeWarner, Disney, General Electric, or CBS. In the end, using recent,
popular films as examples, he explains not only how we got where we are, but where we're likely
headed as well.
  a thousand years of good prayers: Cork Linda Fallon, 2007 Bradt's guide to Cork illustrates
that the city which often plays second fiddle to Dublin is by no means second best for visitors
wishing to experience genuine laid-back, Irish charm. Soak up the city's authentic character on one
of the speciality tours, taking in breweries and distilleries, or a literary walk. Sample the local
cuisine on any budget and find out where to experience Irish sports such as hurling and Gaelic
football. There is also ample opportunity to venture further a-field by taking a day trip. This handy,
pocket-sized guide is packed with essential information and offers exceptional local knowledge for a
genuine Irish encounter.
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