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a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner is not just the
title of a significant work in the academic field, but also a gateway into
understanding how the social sciences have evolved over time and how their
theoretical foundations have been shaped. Peter Wagner, a renowned
sociologist and historian of social thought, offers a detailed and nuanced
exploration of the social sciences by intertwining historical developments
with theoretical reflections. His work provides invaluable insights into the
formation of disciplines such as sociology, political science, anthropology,
and economics, and how these fields have interacted and transformed in
response to changing societal needs.

In this article, we will delve into the key themes and contributions of Peter
Wagner’s approach, exploring the historical trajectory of social sciences and
the theoretical frameworks that underpin them. Along the way, we will
highlight how Wagner’s perspectives illuminate the complexities of social
inquiry and its role in understanding human societies.

The Intellectual Origins of the Social Sciences

To appreciate Wagner’s perspective on the history and theory of the social
sciences, it’s important first to understand the intellectual roots of these
disciplines. The social sciences emerged as distinct fields of study during
the 19th century, influenced by the rapid transformations brought by the
Industrial Revolution, political upheavals, and expanding colonial empires.

From Philosophy to Empirical Inquiry

Prior to the formal establishment of social sciences, questions about
society, politics, and human behavior were primarily addressed within
philosophy and moral theory. Thinkers like Montesquieu, Rousseau, and later
Auguste Comte laid the groundwork by attempting to apply systematic reasoning
to social phenomena. Comte, often regarded as the father of sociology,
proposed positivism — the idea that social realities could be studied with
the same scientific rigor as natural sciences.

Peter Wagner’s analysis highlights how this transition from speculative
philosophy to empirical investigation was neither straightforward nor
universally accepted. Early social scientists grappled with methodological
challenges, such as how to measure social facts or account for human agency



and culture. Wagner emphasizes that the social sciences developed as a
response to these challenges, constantly negotiating between scientific
objectivity and the interpretative understanding of social life.

The Role of Modernity

Wagner also situates the rise of social sciences within the broader context
of modernity. The 19th and 20th centuries witnessed profound shifts —
including urbanization, bureaucratization, and the growth of capitalist
economies — which catalyzed the need for social analysis. Social sciences, in
Wagner’s view, emerged as tools for making sense of these changes, often with
a reformist or critical agenda.

This historical perspective is crucial because it reveals that the social
sciences are not just neutral bodies of knowledge but are deeply linked to
social transformations and political concerns.

Peter Wagner’s Theoretical Contributions

Beyond tracing history, Wagner’s work offers a rich theoretical framework for
understanding how social sciences function and evolve. His approach is
characterized by an emphasis on reflexivity, interdisciplinarity, and the
plurality of social scientific methods.

Reflexivity in Social Science

One of Wagner’s key insights is the concept of reflexivity — the idea that
social scientists must continuously reflect on their own position,
assumptions, and the social contexts in which their research takes place.
Unlike natural sciences, social sciences study human beings who are capable
of interpreting and reacting to being studied, which introduces a unique
complexity.

Wagner argues that reflexivity helps prevent blind spots and ideological
biases in social research. It encourages scholars to be aware of how their
theoretical frameworks or societal positions might shape their
interpretations of data. This self-critical stance is vital for producing
more nuanced and credible social knowledge.

Interdisciplinary Approaches

Another hallmark of Wagner’s theory is his advocacy for interdisciplinary
dialogue. The social sciences encompass diverse fields — economics,



sociology, political science, anthropology, and more — each with its own
methods and theoretical orientations. Wagner points out that complex social
phenomena often cannot be fully understood through a single disciplinary
lens.

By promoting cross-disciplinary engagement, Wagner encourages scholars to
integrate different perspectives, such as combining economic analysis with
cultural insights or political theory with historical context. This
pluralistic approach enriches social inquiry and helps overcome the
limitations of rigid disciplinary boundaries.

The Evolution of Social Science Methodologies

Wagner’s history and theory also pay close attention to methodological
developments in social sciences. From quantitative data analysis to
qualitative ethnography, the field has experimented with various tools to
capture the complexity of social life.

Quantitative and Qualitative Methods

Wagner recognizes the growing importance of both quantitative and qualitative
methods in modern social science research. Quantitative methods, such as
surveys and statistical modeling, offer the advantage of generalizability and
the ability to detect patterns across large populations. Meanwhile,
qualitative methods, like participant observation and in-depth interviews,
provide rich, contextualized understandings of social behavior and meaning.

Rather than privileging one over the other, Wagner advocates for
methodological pluralism, suggesting that combining both approaches can
create a more comprehensive picture of social phenomena.

Challenges in Social Science Research

Wagner also addresses some of the enduring challenges faced by social
scientists. These include issues such as the reliability of data, ethical
concerns, and the difficulty of establishing causality in complex social
systems. His historical perspective shows that these challenges have been
persistent but also that the social sciences have continuously evolved
strategies to navigate them.

The Impact of Peter Wagner’s Work on



Contemporary Social Sciences

Peter Wagner’s contributions have had a significant influence on how scholars
think about the social sciences. His work encourages ongoing reflection about
the purpose, methods, and societal relevance of social inquiry.

Bridging History and Theory

One of Wagner’s distinctive achievements is his ability to bridge the history
of social sciences with their theoretical foundations. By linking past
intellectual developments with contemporary debates, he helps scholars
appreciate that current theories are rooted in long-standing traditions and
conflicts.

This historical awareness is crucial for avoiding simplistic or ahistorical
approaches to social research. It also opens up space for innovation by
revisiting neglected ideas or reinterpreting classical theories in light of
new social realities.

Encouraging Critical Social Science

Wagner’s emphasis on reflexivity and interdisciplinarity aligns with broader
trends toward critical social science, which questions dominant paradigms and
seeks to address social inequalities. His work inspires researchers to engage
critically with their own assumptions and the societal implications of their
work.

Understanding the Broader Significance

The study of a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner offers
more than academic interest; it provides tools to better understand the
complexities of modern societies. In an era marked by rapid social change,
globalization, and technological innovation, the social sciences have a
crucial role to play in informing policy, fostering social cohesion, and
promoting justice.

By engaging with Wagner’s insights, students, scholars, and practitioners can
develop a richer, more critical perspective on how social knowledge is
produced and applied. This, in turn, enhances the capacity of social sciences
to contribute meaningfully to the challenges of contemporary life.

The ongoing dialogue between history and theory in the social sciences
remains a fertile ground for discovery and innovation, and Peter Wagner’s
work stands as a testament to the importance of this intellectual endeavor.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Wagner in the context of social
sciences?
Peter Wagner is a prominent sociologist and scholar known for his
contributions to the history and theory of social sciences, particularly
through his analytical and critical approach to social theory.

What is the main focus of 'A History and Theory of
the Social Sciences' by Peter Wagner?
The book focuses on tracing the development of social sciences from their
origins to contemporary times, examining key theoretical frameworks and
methodological debates within the field.

How does Peter Wagner approach the history of social
sciences in his work?
Peter Wagner adopts a critical and interdisciplinary perspective, integrating
philosophical, historical, and sociological insights to understand the
evolution and theoretical underpinnings of social sciences.

What are some key themes discussed in 'A History and
Theory of the Social Sciences'?
Key themes include the emergence of social science disciplines, the role of
social theory, methodological controversies, the impact of political and
cultural contexts, and the relationship between social sciences and society.

Why is Peter Wagner's work important for
contemporary social science scholars?
Wagner's work provides a comprehensive and critical understanding of the
foundations and development of social sciences, helping scholars to
contextualize current debates and methodological challenges in the field.

Does Peter Wagner's book address the relationship
between social sciences and philosophy?
Yes, the book explores the close relationship between social sciences and
philosophy, particularly how philosophical ideas have shaped social theory
and scientific inquiry in the social domain.



What historical periods does 'A History and Theory
of the Social Sciences' cover?
The book covers a broad range of historical periods, from the Enlightenment
and the 19th century to contemporary developments in social sciences.

How does Peter Wagner view the role of theory in
social sciences?
Peter Wagner emphasizes the centrality of theory in understanding social
phenomena and argues that theoretical reflection is essential for the
advancement and critical self-awareness of social sciences.

Is 'A History and Theory of the Social Sciences'
suitable for beginners in social sciences?
While the book is comprehensive and detailed, it may be more suitable for
advanced students or scholars due to its depth of analysis and theoretical
complexity.

Where can one find more works by Peter Wagner
related to social sciences?
Peter Wagner's works can be found in academic journals, university presses,
and online academic platforms, often focusing on social theory, sociology of
knowledge, and the history of social sciences.

Additional Resources
**Exploring "A History and Theory of the Social Sciences" by Peter Wagner: An
In-depth Review**

a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner stands as a pivotal
contribution to the understanding of how social sciences have evolved both as
academic disciplines and as frameworks for interpreting human society. Peter
Wagner, a distinguished scholar in social theory and the history of social
sciences, offers a comprehensive exploration that bridges historical context
with theoretical insights. His work not only traces the intellectual
trajectories of disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, and political
science but also critically examines the epistemological foundations shaping
the social scientific enterprise.

This article delves into Wagner’s nuanced treatment of the social sciences,
unpacking the core themes and theoretical arguments presented in his work. By
situating his analysis within broader intellectual traditions, this review
aims to provide an insightful, SEO-friendly examination relevant to students,
researchers, and professionals interested in the development and theory of



social sciences.

Tracing the Intellectual Trajectory: The
Historical Foundations

Peter Wagner’s "A History and Theory of the Social Sciences" meticulously
charts the emergence of social sciences from their philosophical and
methodological roots. The book situates the formation of social scientific
disciplines in the context of 19th-century European intellectual movements,
highlighting how thinkers like Auguste Comte, Max Weber, and Émile Durkheim
laid the groundwork for systematic inquiry into society.

Unlike many historical accounts that focus solely on institutional
development, Wagner emphasizes the interplay between evolving social
realities and the shifting epistemologies of the time. His analysis reveals
how the social sciences were deeply intertwined with political agendas,
cultural transformations, and scientific paradigms. This historical
perspective is essential for understanding the challenges social sciences
face in asserting scientific legitimacy while grappling with the complex
nature of social phenomena.

The Role of Enlightenment and Positivism

Central to Wagner’s historical narrative is the influence of Enlightenment
rationalism and positivism. He elucidates how the quest for objective
knowledge about society was initially inspired by the success of natural
sciences, leading to attempts to adopt similar methods in social inquiry.
However, Wagner critically assesses the limitations of positivist approaches,
noting that unlike natural phenomena, social realities are imbued with
meanings, values, and subjective experiences that resist purely empirical
reduction.

This critique forms the foundation for Wagner’s later discussion on
methodological pluralism in social sciences, advocating for approaches that
balance empirical rigor with interpretative depth. By integrating historical
context with theoretical critique, Wagner provides a balanced account that
neither dismisses positivism outright nor ignores its contributions to social
scientific methodology.

Theoretical Contributions: Wagner’s Perspective
on Social Science Epistemology

Beyond historical recounting, Wagner’s work offers a sophisticated



theoretical framework for understanding the social sciences. He challenges
simplistic dichotomies such as quantitative versus qualitative methods,
arguing instead for a reflexive epistemology that recognizes the co-
constitutive relationship between researcher and subject.

Interdisciplinarity and Reflexivity

A key theme in Wagner’s theory is the importance of interdisciplinarity. He
contends that social sciences cannot be neatly compartmentalized due to the
inherently complex and interconnected nature of social phenomena. This
insight encourages scholars to transcend disciplinary boundaries, combining
tools and perspectives from sociology, anthropology, economics, and political
science to generate more holistic understandings.

Moreover, Wagner foregrounds reflexivity—the critical awareness of the social
scientist’s own positionality and influence on knowledge production. This
reflexive stance challenges the notion of detached objectivity and
acknowledges the interpretive role of the researcher, an idea that has become
increasingly influential in contemporary social theory.

The Tension Between Explanation and Understanding

Building on the classical social theory tradition, Wagner revisits the long-
standing debate between explaining social phenomena through causal laws
(explanation) and interpreting their meanings (understanding). He argues that
this tension is not easily resolved but rather constitutive of the social
scientific project. For Wagner, effective social science requires navigating
between these poles, employing both explanatory models and hermeneutic
insights.

This balanced approach is particularly significant in today’s context, where
big data analytics and interpretive methodologies coexist and often compete
within social research. Wagner’s analysis thus remains highly relevant for
contemporary methodological debates.

Comparative Perspectives: Wagner and Other
Historians of Social Science

Peter Wagner’s approach can be contrasted with other prominent scholars in
the history and philosophy of social sciences. For instance, while Talcott
Parsons emphasized grand theoretical systems, Wagner adopts a more critical
and historically grounded stance. Similarly, unlike Michel Foucault’s
genealogical method that foregrounds power relations, Wagner’s narrative is
more focused on epistemological developments and disciplinary dynamics.



This comparative lens highlights the unique contributions of Wagner’s work in
balancing historical depth with theoretical sophistication. His synthesis of
history, theory, and methodology makes his book a valuable resource for
understanding the social sciences not just as academic disciplines but as
complex cultural and intellectual practices.

Strengths and Limitations of Wagner’s Framework

Strengths: Wagner’s integration of history and theory allows for a
nuanced understanding of social sciences that avoids reductionism. His
emphasis on reflexivity and interdisciplinarity aligns well with
contemporary trends in social research.

Limitations: Some critics might argue that Wagner’s approach, while
comprehensive, remains abstract and might benefit from more empirical
case studies illustrating the practical implications of his
epistemological insights.

Implications for Contemporary Social Sciences

In an era marked by rapid social change, digital transformations, and growing
calls for social relevance, Wagner’s "A History and Theory of the Social
Sciences" offers a timely reflection on how social sciences can navigate
their complex legacies. His work encourages scholars to critically engage
with the historical and theoretical underpinnings of their disciplines while
embracing methodological innovation and reflexivity.

By providing a framework that appreciates the diversity of social scientific
approaches and the challenges of studying social reality, Wagner’s analysis
serves as a guiding reference for those aiming to advance social sciences as
both rigorous and socially meaningful fields.

Through this comprehensive exploration, it becomes clear that Peter Wagner’s
contribution transcends mere historical scholarship; it challenges the very
ways in which social scientists conceptualize their work, pushing the
boundaries of both theory and practice in the discipline.

A History And Theory Of The Social Sciences Peter Wagner

  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: A History and Theory of the Social
Sciences Peter Wagner, 2001-07-17 Divided into two parts, this book examines the train of social

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-167/a-history-and-theory-of-the-social-sciences-peter-wagner.pdf


theory from the 19th century, through to the ′organization of modernity′, in relation to ideas of social
planning, and as contributors to the ′rationalistic revolution′ of the ′golden age′ of capitalism in the
1950s and 60s. Part two examines key concepts in the social sciences. It begins with some of the
broadest concepts used by social scientists: choice, decision, action and institution and moves on to
examine the ′collectivist alternative′: the concepts of society, culture and polity, which are often
dismissed as untenable by postmodernists today. This is a major contribution to contemporary social
theory and provides a host of essential insights into the task of social science today.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: The Contested History of
Autonomy Gerard Rosich, 2018-10-04 The Contested History of Autonomy examines the concept of
autonomy in modern times. It presents the history of modernity as constituted by the tension
between sovereignty and autonomy and offers a critical interpretation of European modernity from a
global perspective. The book shows, in contrast to the standard view of its invention, that autonomy
(re)emerged as a defining quality of modernity in early modern Europe. Gerard Rosich looks at how
the concept is first used politically, in opposition to the rival concept of sovereignty, as an attribute
of a collective-self in struggle against imperial domination. Subsequently the book presents a range
of historical developments as significant events in the history of imperialism which are connected at
once with the consolidation of the concept of sovereignty and with a western view of modernity.
Additionally, the book provides an interpretation of the history of globalization based on this
connection. Rosich discusses the conceptual shortcomings and historical inadequacy of the
traditional western view of modernity against the background of recent breakthroughs in world
history. In doing so, it reconstructs an alternative interpretation of modernity associated with the
history of autonomy as it appeared in early modern Europe, before looking to the present and the
ongoing tension between 'sovereignty' and 'autonomy' that exists. This is a groundbreaking study
that will be of immense value to scholars researching modern Europe and its relationship with the
World.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Historical Developments and
Theoretical Approaches in Sociology - Volume I Charles Crothers , 2010-11-30 Historical
Developments and Theoretical Approaches in Sociology in two volumes is a component of
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems
(EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty Encyclopedias. Sociology is one of several
social science disciplines and smaller bodies of knowledge which seeks to understand the patterns in
social life. There is a broad congruence between the objective configurations of social life and the
components of the disciplines studying them, the body of sociological knowledge is socially
constructed and the pathways to its gaining of knowledge influenced by a variety of factors.
Moreover, since social life is ever-changing, sociology often has to scramble to catch-up with the
changing social world. This work is built up around four broad topics, the first providing important
shared contextual material and then followed by three broad levels of social analysis: with each of
these four parts containing a number of chapters with more specific and in-depth information. The
theme essay provides a general introduction and overview of the theme as a whole. In total, the work
holds 40 contributions written by a selection of many international renowned specialists from 12
countries. It was important to obtain a wide range of viewpoints giving the ways in which social
issues arise quite differently in a range of countries. These two volumes are aimed at the following
five major target audiences: University and College Students Educators, Professional Practitioners,
Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers, and Decision Makers, NGOs and GOs.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Political Theory David Leopold,
Marc Stears, 2008-07-31 Political Theory: Methods and Approaches is one of the first books to
analyze research methods in political theory and political philosophy. Drawing together a
distinguished set of contributors, the book asks how political theory should be conducted today and
examines the connections between political theory and a range of adjacent disciplines - including
moral philosophy, the empirical social sciences, the history of political thought, the world of 'real'
politics, critical social theory, and ideology.



  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Institutional Constructivism in
Social Sciences and Law Dora Kostakopoulou, Theodora Kostakopoulou, 2018-10-04 The book
develops the model of institutional constructivism to aid socio-legal research and to account for
patterns of socio-legal change.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: The Cambridge History of
Science: Volume 7, The Modern Social Sciences David C. Lindberg, Theodore M. Porter, Roy Porter,
Ronald L. Numbers, 2003-08-04 This volume provides a history of the concepts, practices,
institutions, and ideologies of social sciences (including behavioural and economic sciences) since
the eighteenth century. It offers original, synthetic accounts of the historical development of social
knowledge, including its philosophical assumptions, its social and intellectual organization, and its
relations to science, medicine, politics, bureaucracy, philosophy, religion, and the professions. Its
forty-two chapters include inquiries into the genres and traditions that formed social science, the
careers of the main social disciplines (psychology, economics, sociology, anthropology, political
science, geography, history, and statistics), and international essays on social science in Eastern
Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America. It also includes essays that examine the involvement of the
social sciences in government, business, education, culture, and social policy. This is a broad
cultural history of social science, which analyzes from a variety of perspectives its participation in
the making of the modern world.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Entanglements of Modernity,
Colonialism and Genocide Jack Palmer, 2018-05-08 This book offers a novel sociological examination
of the historical trajectories of Burundi and Rwanda. It challenges both the Eurocentric assumptions
which have underpinned many sociological theorisations of modernity, and the notion that the
processes of modernisation move gradually, if precariously, towards more peaceable forms of
cohabitation within and between societies. Addressing these themes at critical historical junctures –
precolonial, colonial and postcolonial – the book argues that the recent experiences of extremely
violent social conflict in Burundi and Rwanda cannot be seen as an ‘object apart’ from the concerns
of sociologists, as it is commonly presented. Instead, these experiences are situated within a specific
route to and through modernity, one ‘entangled’ with Western modernity. A contribution to an
emerging global historical sociology, Entanglements of Modernity, Colonialism and Genocide will
appeal to scholars of sociology and social theory with interests in postcolonialism, historical
sociology, multiple modernities and genocide.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: The Social Sciences in the
Looking Glass Didier Fassin, George Steinmetz, 2023-02-20 In recent years, social scientists have
turned their critical lens on the historical roots and contours of their disciplines, including their
politics and practices, epistemologies and methods, institutionalization and professionalization,
national development and colonial expansion, globalization and local contestations, and public
presence and role in society. The Social Sciences in the Looking Glass offers current social scientific
perspectives on this reflexive moment. Examining sociology, anthropology, philosophy, political
science, legal theory, and religious studies, the volume’s contributors outline the present
transformations of the social sciences, explore their connections with critical humanities, analyze the
challenges of alternate paradigms, and interrogate recent endeavors to move beyond the human.
Throughout, the authors, who belong to half a dozen disciplines, trace how the social sciences are
thoroughly entangled in the social facts they analyze and are key to helping us understand the
conditions of our world. Contributors. Chitralekha, Jean-Louis Fabiani, Didier Fassin, Johan
Heilbron, Miriam Kingsberg Kadia, Kristoffer Kropp, Nicolas Langlitz, John Lardas Modern, Álvaro
Morcillo Laiz, Amín Pérez, Carel Smith, George Steinmetz, Peter D. Thomas, Bregje van Eekelen,
Agata Zysiak
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Cognitive Justice in a Global
World Boaventura de Sousa Santos, 2007-01-01 The book's main argument is that global social
injustice is by and large epistemological injustice. It maintains that there can be no global social
justice without global cognitive justice.



  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Axial Civilizations And World
History J©đhann P©Łll © rnason, S. Shmuel Noah Eisenstadt, Björn Wittrock, 2005 A collection of
essays by social theorists, historical sociologists and area specialists in classical, biblical and Asian
studies. The contributions deal with cultural transformations in major civilizational centres during
the Axial Age, the middle centuries of the last millennium BCE, and their long-term consequences.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Rethinking Modernity G.
Bhambra, 2007-04-11 Arguing for the idea of connected histories, Bhambra presents a fundamental
reconstruction of the idea of modernity in contemporary sociology. She criticizes the abstraction of
European modernity from its colonial context and the way non-Western others are disregarded. It
aims to establish a dialogue in which others can speak and be heard.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Domains and Divisions of
European History Johann P. Arnason, Jóhann Páll Árnason, Natalie Doyle, 2010-01-01 The patterns
of unity and division that define Europe as a historical region have been discussed in many seminal
works, but the complex set of questions behind its domains and divisions merits a more sustained
debate. The disappearance of the cold war, the enlargement of the European Union, and core issues
of historical sociology all require an exploration of the structures and boundaries of historical
formations, as well as the question of European unity. This volume tackles the topic of the divisions
that have shaped European history head-on, as leading scholars in the field negotiate such issues as
regional identity, geographical boundaries, divisional labeling, and post–cold war European unity.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Critique in a Neoliberal Age
Pauline Johnson, 2019-12-06 Critique in a Neoliberal Age brings a critique of ideology to main
debates within economic sociology, populism studies, the neoliberal university, therapy culture,
contemporary intimacies and feminism. Over the last decades, neoliberalism has worked to lift social
protections and political regulations from the market and to identify modernity with capitalism itself.
It has also engaged in an ideological project to screen alternative measurements of progress. Liberal
and social democracy have been effectively disabled as grounds for weighing the costs of neoliberal
predations. This volume examines the strategies through which neoliberalism has reconstituted and
de-politicized liberal precepts such as universal justice, private right and a social democratic project
responsive to needs. As such it will appeal to scholars and students of sociology and social and
critical theory, political and social philosophy, politics, cultural studies and feminist thought.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Handbook of Public Policy
Analysis Frank Fischer, Gerald J. Miller, 2017-09-25 The study of public policy and the methods of
policy analysis are among the most rapidly developing areas in the social sciences. Policy analysis
has emerged to provide a better understanding of the policymaking process and to supply decision
makers with reliable policy-relevant knowledge about pressing economic and social problems.
Presenting a broad, comprehensive perspective, the Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory,
Politics, and Methods covers the historical development of policy analysis, its role in the policy
process, and empirical methods. The handbook considers the theory generated by these methods
and the normative and ethical issues surrounding their practice. Written by leading experts in the
field, this book- Deals with the basic origins and evolution of public policy Examines the stages of the
policy-making process Identifies political advocacy and expertise in the policy process Focuses on
rationality in policy decision-making and the role of policy networks and learning Details
argumentation, rhetoric, and narratives Explores the comparative, cultural, and ethical aspects of
public policy Explains primary quantitative-oriented analytical methods employed in policy research
Addresses the qualitative sides of policy analysis Discusses tools used to refine policy choices Traces
the development of policy analysis in selected national contexts The Handbook of Public Policy
Analysis: Theory, Politics, and Methods describes the theoretical debates that have recently defined
the field, including the work of postpositivist, interpretivist, and social constructionist scholars. This
book also explores the interplay between empirical and normative analysis, a crucial issue running
through contemporary debates.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Frontiers of Sociology Peter



Hedström, Björn Wittrock, 2009-01-31 The 37th World Congress of the IIS focused on theory and
research at the forefront of sociology and the relationship between sociology and its neighbouring
disciplines. This volume constitutes a sustained effort by prominent sociologists and other social
scientists to assess the current standing of sociology. It is a stocktaking of the unique nature of
sociology in the light of advances within the discipline itself and within a range of neighbouring
disciplines. Some of the chapters outline institutional and professional strategies for sociology in the
new millennium. Others trace scholarly advances and propose ambitious research programmes
drawing on recent developments not only within traditional neighbouring disciplines such as history,
political science, and economics, but also within the cognitive, cultural and mathematical sciences.
Contributors include: Hans-Peter Blossfeld, Raymond Boudon, Richard Breen, Christofer R. Edling,
S. N. Eisenstadt, Jack Goldstone, Philip Gorski, Peter Gärdenfors, Ulf Hannerz, Peter Hedström,
Hans Joas, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Jens Rydgren, Neil Smelser, Aage B. Sørensen, Richard
Swedberg, Piotr Sztompka, Peter Wagner and Björn Wittrock.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Social Theory and the Political
Imaginary Craig Browne, 2023-12-01 Social Theory and the Political Imaginary: Practice, Critique,
and History is an innovative work of synthesis, critique and analysis. It presages a social theory
perspective that recognizes the constitutive significance of the political imaginary in modernity.
Social theory’s current dilemmas are explored through a series of interlinked assessments of recent
substantial strands, specifically, Luc Boltanski’s pragmatism and the wider ‘practical turn,’ the
perspectives of multiple modernities and global modernity, the outlook of social and political
imaginaries and critical social theory. The political imaginary’s reconfigurations are evident in the
tensions of global modernity, and original social theory interpretations are advanced of landmark
instances of twenty-first-century social contestation: the Hong Kong protests conditioned by threats
to civil freedoms and a lack of self-determination, the radical democratic practices of anti-austerity
movements contesting capitalist globalization’s injustices and the inverted cosmopolitanism of the
2005 French Riots challenging the oppression and inequalities experienced by immigrant
communities and marginalized youth. These incisive applications of social theory and
complementary conceptual innovations illuminate the vicissitudes of social struggles, political forms
and theoretical perspectives. Similarly, reflection on the political imaginary is found to enable a
necessary rethinking of the interrelationship of practice, critique and history.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Social Studies of Science and
Technology: Looking Back, Ahead B. Joerges, H. Nowotny, 2012-12-06 BERNW ARD JOERGES AND
HELGA NOWOTNY YET ANOTHER TURN The thing that doesn't fit is the thing that's most
interesting. Richard Fcynman This volume was originally conceived as a contribution to yet another
'tum', not cap tured by one of the many adjectives that have served to describe the collective
meander ing of the scholarly community in search of direction, It was meant to mark the millen nial
turn, a seemingly purely chronological event, but one in search for great meanings and invested with
loaded significances. The editors wanted to seize the opportunity of the moment in order to pause
and reflect on the sociology and history of social studies of science and technology. The moment
came and went and the new millennium, barely nine months later, thrust its historical marker upon
the world through a horrendous and cruel shock in an unforeseen and unforeseeable way. Since
then, the world appears more vulnerable and volatile, fragmented and fraught with uncertainty. The
universal values as bequeathed by the Enlightenment are either refused or appear refuted. The
dream of a universal civilization which has accompanied the unfolding of the existing multiple
modernities in their historically unique trajectories, has been discarded and its promises in tatters.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Muslim History and Social Theory
Dietrich Jung, 2017-03-24 This book combines contemporary discussions on modernity with the
history of the Muslim world. From a heuristic perspective, it is sketching out a framework for a
global sociology of modernity. This framework attempts to accommodate a core assumption of
classical modernization theory – the global nature of modernity – with the pluralistic perspective of
the rise of a multiplicity of historically concrete forms of modernities. It tries to reconcile a



universalistic concept of modernity with the fact of modernity’s multiple historical realizations. At
the same time, this discussion of contemporary social theory puts forward a critique of the still so
conveniently applied equation of modernization with Westernization. In empirical terms, the book
substantiates this critique in drawing its exemplary illustrations from the historical experience of
Muslim peoples. Bringing Muslim history and discussions in social theory together, this book
represents a synthesis of research efforts in sociology and Islamic studies.
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Art, Politics and Society in Britain
(1880-1914) Trevor Harris, 2009 The oldest word in politics is â oenewâ . The oldest word in the
writing of history may well be â oemodernâ it is, without doubt, one of the most overworked
adjectives in the English language. But the indeterminacy is perhaps just another way of saying that
the difficulties raised are of a kind which simply will not go awayâ ] This collection of eight essays on
aspects of modernity and modernism takes up the challenge of examining the complex, but
fascinating convergence of aesthetics, politics and a quasi-spiritual dimension which is perhaps
typical of British modernist thinking about modernity. This may have produced figures whom we
now dismiss as eccentrics or â oeaesthetesâ , it none the less produced figures whom many still
think of as in some sense embodying the national identity: what, after all, could be more â
oeEnglishâ than a William Morris wallpaper design? Rather than towards socialism in any of its â
oescientificâ guises, what the British modernist approach to modernity may have been pushing at
was yet another mutation of liberalism: a libertarian-humanitarian hybrid in which indigenous
radical and Evangelical legacies keep scientific socialism in check, where fellowship and domesticity
edge out a larger-scale, more abstract â oefraternityâ , and where citoyennetÃ(c) or civisme give
way to what George Orwell was later to define simply as â oedecencyâ .
  a history and theory of the social sciences peter wagner: Routledge Handbook of European
Sociology Sokratis Koniordos, Alexandros Kyrtsis, 2014-09-04 The Routledge Handbook of European
Sociology provides over forty original, groundbreaking state-of-the-art accounts, each expert
contribution teasing out the distinctively European features of the sociological theme it explores.
The Handbook is divided in four parts: intellectual and institutional settings, regional variations,
thematic variations, and European concerns.
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