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Zhiyun Smooth 4 Manual: Unlocking the Full Potential of Your Smartphone
Gimbal

zhiyun smooth 4 manual is the key to mastering one of the most popular
smartphone gimbals on the market today. If you’re a content creator, vlogger,
or simply someone who loves capturing smooth, professional-quality videos
with your phone, understanding how to use the Zhiyun Smooth 4 can
dramatically elevate your footage. This comprehensive guide will walk you
through everything you need to know—from setup and controls to advanced
features—so you can get the most out of your gimbal.

Getting Started with the Zhiyun Smooth 4 Manual

The Zhiyun Smooth 4 is designed to provide excellent stabilization for
smartphones, helping to eliminate shaky footage and enabling cinematic shots
with ease. However, to truly take advantage of its capabilities, you’ll want
to familiarize yourself with the gimbal’s manual and features.

Unboxing and Initial Setup

When you first receive your Zhiyun Smooth 4, you’ll find the gimbal, a USB
charging cable, a tripod mount, and a user manual inside the box. Before
turning it on, it’s essential to balance your smartphone on the gimbal to
prevent motor strain. Balancing involves adjusting the phone’s position so it
remains stable when the motors are off.

Here’s a quick way to balance your phone on the Smooth 4:

Place your smartphone in the clamp and slide it until it stays level on
its own.

Adjust the roll axis by gently sliding the phone left or right.

Make sure the tilt axis is balanced by adjusting the phone’s vertical
position.

Once balanced, power on the gimbal. The motors will activate and stabilize
the phone automatically.

Connecting the Zhiyun Smooth 4 to Your Smartphone

To unlock all the smart features, download the ZY Play app, Zhiyun’s official
application available on both iOS and Android. The app allows you to control
camera settings remotely and access creative shooting modes.

Pairing your phone with the gimbal via Bluetooth is straightforward:



Enable Bluetooth on your smartphone.1.

Turn on the Zhiyun Smooth 4.2.

Open the ZY Play app and follow the prompts to connect to the gimbal.3.

Once connected, you can control zoom, focus, and exposure directly from the
gimbal’s control panel.

Understanding the Controls and Features of the
Zhiyun Smooth 4

One of the standout aspects of the Zhiyun Smooth 4 is its intuitive control
layout. The manual helps break down the functionality of each button and
dial, enabling users to operate the gimbal without constantly looking at
their phone screen.

Joystick and Control Wheel

The joystick allows precise control of the gimbal’s pan and tilt movements.
This is incredibly useful for framing shots while walking or when you want to
add smooth camera movements.

The large control wheel on the side is multifunctional. It can be used to
zoom in and out or adjust focus, depending on your camera mode. This tactile
control is a huge advantage over touchscreen controls, especially when
filming in active environments.

Mode Button and Functionality

The mode button lets you switch between different gimbal modes such as:

Pan Follow Mode: The gimbal follows the horizontal movement of the
handle.

Lock Mode: Locks the camera angle in place, stabilizing all axes.

Follow Mode: The gimbal follows both pan and tilt movements.

POV Mode: Allows full freedom of movement, including roll axis.

Experimenting with these modes can help you find the perfect stabilization
style for your shooting scenario.



Advanced Features Explained in the Zhiyun
Smooth 4 Manual

Beyond basic stabilization, the Zhiyun Smooth 4 boasts several advanced
features that content creators will appreciate.

Object Tracking and Time-Lapse Capabilities

Through the ZY Play app, you can activate object tracking. This feature locks
the gimbal’s camera onto a subject and follows it automatically, making it
easier to shoot dynamic scenes without constant manual adjustment.

Time-lapse and motion-lapse modes also allow you to capture stunning
sequences over extended periods. The gimbal can slowly pan or tilt during the
time-lapse, adding cinematic movement to your shots.

PhoneGo Mode for Fast Movements

PhoneGo mode is designed for rapid and agile movements. When activated, it
increases the gimbal's motor responsiveness, allowing you to capture fast-
paced action scenes without sacrificing stabilization. This is particularly
useful for sports or adventurous filming.

Tips and Tricks from the Zhiyun Smooth 4 Manual

While the official manual is packed with valuable information, here are some
additional insights to enhance your experience with the Smooth 4.

Battery Management and Charging

The Smooth 4 offers a robust battery life of up to 12 hours. To maximize
battery health:

Fully charge the gimbal before your shoot.

Turn off the gimbal when not in use.

Avoid leaving the battery completely drained for extended periods.

The USB port also supports pass-through charging, so you can connect a power
bank if you need extended filming sessions.

Using the Manual Focus and Zoom Functions



Leveraging the manual focus and zoom controls on the Smooth 4 can
dramatically improve your video quality. Practice using the focus wheel to
smoothly shift focus between subjects, creating a professional depth-of-field
effect. Similarly, the zoom wheel allows for controlled zoom-ins and outs
without jerky movements.

Firmware Updates and App Integration

Zhiyun regularly releases firmware updates to improve performance and add
features. Check for updates through the ZY Play app and keep your device
current. This ensures you benefit from the latest improvements and bug fixes.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using the Zhiyun
Smooth 4

Even with a detailed manual, new users often make avoidable errors.

Ignoring Balance: Not balancing the phone correctly can overwork the
motors and reduce battery life.

Overloading the Gimbal: Using phones that exceed the weight limit can
cause malfunction.

Neglecting Calibration: Regularly calibrate the gimbal through the app
to maintain accuracy.

Forgetting to Lock Axes: When transporting, lock the gimbal to prevent
damage.

Being mindful of these points helps extend the life of your Zhiyun Smooth 4
and ensures smoother operation.

Exploring Creative Possibilities with Your
Zhiyun Smooth 4

The Zhiyun Smooth 4 opens up a world of creative filmmaking for smartphone
users. Utilizing advanced modes like inception mode (rotates the camera 360
degrees), vertigo (dolly zoom effect), and customizable motion-lapse
sequences lets you experiment with cinematic techniques typically reserved
for professional rigs.

By mastering the gimbal through the manual and practicing regularly, you’ll
develop confidence in shooting dynamic scenes, from urban explorations to
nature documentaries, all with your smartphone.

---

Navigating the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual and understanding its features



thoroughly transforms your smartphone into a powerful filmmaking tool.
Whether you’re capturing daily moments or ambitious projects, the smooth
stabilization and intuitive controls make it easier than ever to produce
impressive video content with ease and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual and why is it
important?

The Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual is a comprehensive guide that provides
instructions on how to set up, operate, and maintain the Zhiyun Smooth 4
gimbal. It is important because it helps users understand the features,
controls, and functions to maximize the performance of the device.

Where can I download the official Zhiyun Smooth 4
manual?

You can download the official Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual from the Zhiyun website
under the support or downloads section, or from the product page dedicated to
the Smooth 4 gimbal.

Does the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual cover smartphone
compatibility?

Yes, the manual lists compatible smartphone sizes and weights, helping users
ensure their device will work properly with the gimbal.

How does the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual explain balancing
the gimbal?

The manual provides step-by-step instructions and diagrams to properly
balance the smartphone on the gimbal, which is crucial for optimal
stabilization and battery efficiency.

What shooting modes are detailed in the Zhiyun Smooth
4 manual?

The manual explains various shooting modes such as Pan Follow, Lock Mode,
Follow Mode, POV Mode, and Vortex Mode, describing how to switch between them
and their applications.

Does the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual include
troubleshooting tips?

Yes, the manual offers troubleshooting tips for common issues like connection
problems, motor calibration, and battery charging to help users resolve
problems independently.



How does the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual guide users on
firmware updates?

The manual provides instructions on how to connect the gimbal to a computer
or smartphone app to download and install the latest firmware updates,
ensuring optimal performance and new features.

Are there instructions in the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual
for using the app interface?

Yes, the manual includes guidance on using the Zhiyun app, detailing how to
access advanced controls, customize settings, and utilize features like
object tracking and timelapse.

What safety precautions are mentioned in the Zhiyun
Smooth 4 manual?

The manual advises on safe handling practices, such as avoiding water
exposure, not forcing mechanical parts, proper battery charging, and safe
storage to prolong the life of the gimbal.

Can beginners understand the Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual
easily?

Yes, the manual is designed to be user-friendly with clear language,
illustrations, and step-by-step instructions, making it accessible for
beginners as well as experienced users.

Additional Resources
Zhiyun Smooth 4 Manual: A Professional Guide to Mastering Your Smartphone
Gimbal

zhiyun smooth 4 manual serves as an essential resource for filmmakers,
vloggers, and content creators who seek to elevate their smartphone
videography with stabilized, cinematic footage. The Zhiyun Smooth 4 gimbal
has garnered attention for its robust design, user-friendly controls, and
advanced features that transform ordinary mobile filming into a professional-
grade experience. Understanding the nuances contained within the Zhiyun
Smooth 4 manual is pivotal for maximizing the device’s potential and
unlocking the full spectrum of creative possibilities.

Understanding the Zhiyun Smooth 4: An Overview

The Zhiyun Smooth 4 is a 3-axis handheld gimbal stabilizer designed
specifically for smartphones. Its primary function is to counteract unwanted
shakes and jitters, enabling smooth, fluid video capture. This device appeals
to a wide audience, from amateur videographers to seasoned professionals,
thanks to its intuitive interface and versatile modes.

The manual provides a comprehensive guide to the hardware layout, calibration
process, and software integration, ensuring users can navigate its features



with confidence. It details the gimbal’s motorized stabilization, ergonomic
grip, and the innovative control panel that includes a focus/zoom wheel,
joystick, and dedicated shortcut buttons.

Key Features Highlighted in the Zhiyun Smooth 4
Manual

The manual outlines several standout features that distinguish the Smooth 4
from competitors:

Object Tracking and PhoneGo Mode: Enables real-time tracking of subjects
and rapid response to motion, respectively.

Time-lapse and Motion-lapse: Automated shooting modes for capturing
dynamic time-based footage.

Zoom and Focus Control: Dedicated wheel allows precise adjustments
without touching the phone screen.

Multiple Shooting Modes: Including Pan Follow, Lock, and Full Follow
modes to adapt to different filming scenarios.

Long Battery Life: The manual specifies up to 12 hours of operational
time, supporting extended shoots.

These features, detailed in the zhiyun smooth 4 manual, emphasize the
device’s versatility and user-centric design, encouraging users to explore
creative filming techniques.

Getting Started with the Zhiyun Smooth 4

Before diving into complex shooting modes, the manual stresses the importance
of proper setup and calibration. This ensures optimal stabilization and
responsiveness.

Hardware Assembly and Balancing

The initial steps include mounting the smartphone securely on the gimbal’s
clamp. The manual guides users through balancing the device to prevent strain
on motors, which is crucial for longevity and performance. Balancing involves
adjusting the phone’s position until the gimbal remains level without power.

Powering On and Calibration

Once balanced, powering on the Smooth 4 initiates an automatic calibration
routine. The manual explains how calibration aligns the motors with the
phone’s orientation. Users are advised to perform calibration in a stable



environment to avoid errors.

Connecting the Zhiyun Smooth 4 to the ZY Play App

The Zhiyun Smooth 4 manual highlights the importance of pairing the gimbal
with the ZY Play smartphone app, available on iOS and Android platforms. This
app unlocks advanced controls, firmware updates, and creative shooting
templates. The manual provides step-by-step instructions for Bluetooth
connection and troubleshooting tips.

Exploring Advanced Features and Controls

Once familiar with the basics, users can delve into the advanced
functionalities detailed in the zhiyun smooth 4 manual to enhance their
filming experience.

Using the Control Panel and Gesture Control

The gimbal’s control panel is designed for one-handed operation, with buttons
mapped for quick access:

Joystick: Adjusts gimbal angles manually.

Mode Button: Switches between shooting modes.

Focus/Zoom Wheel: Enables precise zoom or focus adjustments.

Record Button: Starts and stops video recording.

Moreover, the manual introduces gesture control, allowing users to trigger
recording or capture photos with simple hand movements, a boon for solo
content creators.

Time-Lapse and Motion-Lapse Techniques

A significant advantage of the Zhiyun Smooth 4 is its ability to automate
complex shooting styles such as time-lapse, motion-lapse, and hyper-lapse.
The manual covers how to set up these modes via the ZY Play app, explaining
parameters like interval timing, duration, and movement paths. This feature
empowers users to capture dynamic sequences that would otherwise require
professional equipment.

Object Tracking and PhoneGo Mode

Object tracking is a standout feature described in detail within the manual.
By selecting a subject on the app interface, the gimbal locks on and follows



the target smoothly. PhoneGo mode complements this by enhancing gimbal
responsiveness, allowing quick pans and tilts without lag. These modes are
ideal for action shots, enhancing storytelling with fluid motion.

Comparative Insights: Zhiyun Smooth 4 vs.
Competitors

In the realm of smartphone gimbals, the Zhiyun Smooth 4 is often compared to
models such as the DJI Osmo Mobile 3/4 and the FeiyuTech Vimble 2S. The
manual’s detailed explanations, combined with user feedback, highlight
several competitive advantages:

Control Interface: The dedicated focus/zoom wheel on the Smooth 4 offers
more tactile control compared to DJI’s touch-based controls.

Battery Life: At up to 12 hours, the Smooth 4 outlasts many competitors,
enabling longer shooting sessions.

Build and Ergonomics: The Smooth 4 features a solid, heavy-duty frame,
which some users find more durable but slightly bulkier.

Software Ecosystem: While the ZY Play app is feature-rich, it sometimes
receives criticism for occasional bugs compared to DJI’s mature software
environment.

These points, illustrated in the manual and through user experience, provide
a balanced view for prospective buyers evaluating the Smooth 4.

Optimizing Performance: Tips from the Zhiyun
Smooth 4 Manual

To get the most out of the Smooth 4, the manual recommends the following best
practices:

Regular Firmware Updates: Ensures compatibility and access to new1.
features.

Proper Balancing: Minimizes motor stress and improves battery2.
efficiency.

Using the ZY Play App: Unlocks full functionality and customization3.
options.

Handle with Care: Avoid exposure to extreme weather and shocks to4.
prolong device lifespan.

These guidelines are crucial for maintaining the gimbal’s performance and
reliability over time.



Common Troubleshooting Steps

The manual also addresses frequent issues such as calibration errors,
Bluetooth connectivity problems, and unexpected motor noises. It suggests
simple resets, recalibration, and app reinstallations as initial remedies
before seeking professional support.

The inclusion of troubleshooting advice empowers users to resolve minor
issues independently, reducing downtime during shoots.

The zhiyun smooth 4 manual is not just a user guide but a comprehensive
toolkit enabling filmmakers to harness the full capabilities of their gimbal.
For those invested in smartphone videography, mastering this manual
translates to more controlled, creative, and professional-quality footage.

Zhiyun Smooth 4 Manual

  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: VIDEO EDITING LIKE A PRO Chin Lux, Unleash Your
Creativity—Edit Videos Like a Pro Using Just Your Mobile Phone! In a world where content is king,
VIDEO EDITING LIKE A PRO is your ultimate beginner-to-advanced guide to mastering video
editing—without needing expensive software or bulky equipment. Whether you're an aspiring
YouTuber, content creator, social media influencer, or simply someone passionate about storytelling,
this book empowers you to transform raw footage into captivating visual stories using only your
smartphone. Packed with practical tips, step-by-step tutorials, app recommendations, and
professional techniques, you'll learn how to: • Choose the best mobile editing apps for your needs •
Trim, cut, and merge clips smoothly • Add transitions, effects, and background music • Use text,
filters, and voiceovers creatively • Export high-quality videos for different platforms No fancy gear?
No problem! With VIDEO EDITING LIKE A PRO, your mobile phone becomes your portable studio.
Start creating videos that grab attention, inspire audiences, and grow your online presence—today.
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Digital Photographer's Handbook Tom Ang, 2020-03-10 Discover
how to get the very best from your photography with clear step-by-step guidance from expert
photographer, Tom Ang. In this fully comprehensive photography companion, renowned
photographer and teacher Tom Ang teaches you how to capture, enhance, and transform your
photographs. The first half of the book explains all of the essential techniques that every
photographer needs to learn - from how to handle your camera correctly and understand its
features, to composing a successful shot. The second half develops your understanding of
photography, guiding you through a range of projects that focus on different photographic genres
and subjects, including landscapes, cityscapes, and live events. It explains how to digitally enhance
your images, not only to improve the original shot, but also to apply creative techniques that will
take your image to a new level. This section also gives advice on the best way to share your work, to
choosing the most suitable equipment, and should you wish, how to develop a career in photography.
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Medical Image Learning with Limited and Noisy Data Ghada
Zamzmi, Sameer Antani, Ulas Bagci, Marius George Linguraru, Sivaramakrishnan Rajaraman,
Zhiyun Xue, 2022-09-21 This book constitutes the proceedings of the First Workshop on Medical
Image Learning with Limited and Noisy Data, MILLanD 2022, held in conjunction with MICCAI
2022. The conference was held in Singapore. For this workshop, 22 papers from 54 submissions
were accepted for publication. They selected papers focus on the challenges and limitations of
current deep learning methods applied to limited and noisy medical data and present new methods
for training models using such imperfect data.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/zhiyun-smooth-4-manual.pdf


  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: SONY ZV-1F USER GUIDE Steve C. DiCarlo, Sony ZV‑1F User
Guide ends the guesswork and lets your pocket camera shine. If confusing menus, blown‑out
highlights, or stubborn Bluetooth have kept you from recording, this guide delivers a clear fix. In one
quick read, you will learn the exact setup steps for crisp 4K, steady focus, true‑to‑life color, and
smooth phone pairing. A compact troubleshooting section also kills common problems before they
derail a shoot. Pick up the guide, press record with confidence, and turn every vlog, tutorial, or
product review into polished, share‑ready content.
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Dji RS 4 Mini User Guide Samuel Woods, 2025-05-05 Master Your
RS 4 Mini with Ease! Quickly set up, troubleshoot, and unlock the full potential of your RS 4 Mini
with this clear, step-by-step guide. Inside, you'll find simple setup instructions, pro tips, expert
techniques, and fast troubleshooting solutions - all written for both beginners and experienced
users. Unlock the Full Power of Your RS 4 Mini - With Ease and Confidence! Whether you're just
unboxing your RS 4 Mini or looking to fine-tune your setup, this user guide is your essential
companion. Designed for both beginners and experienced users, RS 4 Mini User Guide: The
Complete Step-by-Step Manual for Beginners and Experts walks you through every feature with
simple, clear instructions. Inside, you'll discover: Quick Start Essentials - Unpack, set up, and
calibrate in minutes Comprehensive Walkthroughs - Understand every function and setting Pro Tips
and Tricks - Learn shortcuts, best practices, and maintenance hacks Troubleshooting Solutions -
Solve common problems with ease Expert Techniques - Unlock advanced capabilities and get the
most out of your device Packed with practical advice and detailed explanations, this guide is your
go-to resource for mastering the RS 4 Mini. Whether you're capturing smooth cinematic shots or
simply getting reliable performance, this book will help you get there faster-with less frustration. No
confusing jargon. No wasted time. Just everything you need to know-right at your fingertips. Take
control of your RS 4 Mini today. Scroll up and grab your copy now!
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Shake 4 Oliver James, 2005
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Nikon D5600 User Manual Hans Wilson, 2021-07-30 An All in One
Guide to Master your Nikon D5600 The Nikon D5600 is a sleek DSLR that blends multimedia
imaging capabilities with versatile wireless technology. Centered around a 24.2MP DX-format CMOS
sensor and EXPEED 4 image processor, the camera offers a sensitivity range from ISO 100-25600 to
benefit working in an array of lighting conditions, and the sensor and processor combination also
supports continuous shooting up to 5 fps for working with moving subjects. Full HD 1080p video
recording is also supports up to 60 fps, and time-lapse movies can be created in-camera, too. Taking
the perfect shot requires more than just years of experience and good lighting! Knowing Your
camera and what it offers you is a primary requirement and this Nikon D5600 manual provides
clear, step by step instructions to help you take full advantage of your camera. Here's a preview of
what you'll learn Learn about each button on your camera Understand the settings Get better photos
in auto or manual mode Shoot, view, and edit movies Whatever the occasion you're shooting for,
you'll get all the guidance you need to take excellent photos from now!
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Canon EOS 5D Mark IV Instruction Manual Canon, 2018-01-06
Canon EOS 5D Mark IV Instruction Manual. Printed in black and white (not color). 674 Pages. Size
5.5 x 6.5
  zhiyun smooth 4 manual: Nikon Z50 User Manual for Beginners and Seniors James Cabe,
2020-07-26 The camera system of the Nikon Z50 sets it apart from previous versions of the Nikon
with more amazing features. It has one of the best hybrid equipped camera with an APS-C sensor.In
this user guide, you will find in-depth tutorials and top tips to guide you in operating the Nikon Z50
with all the updated features. You will discover how to take amazing photos, videos and other tips
and tricks that will make you a pro in using the Nikon Z50.
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Zhiyun Online Store Want to be one of the first owners? Only $369 USD, Grab One Now! Like our
page, send us message to apply for the early bird discount for Crane Plus!
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MOLUS X100 RGB - ZHIYUN-TECH My Light. My Life
Mobile Stabilizers | Smooth Series | ZHIYUN Store At ZHIYUN Official Store, shop the latest
model of Smooth Series, the powerful and stylish mobile gimbals & stabilizers with the best price
and worry-free services. Film like a pro, Shine in every
Zhiyun Crane Plus The latest gimbal from Zhiyun. Enjoy 45° POV mode, unlimited 360º rotation,
and a 2500 gram maximum payload capacity. Ships from USA with no tax outside Texas!
: ZHIYUN 【Stylish & Durable 】: Crafted with high-quality metal, the ZHIYUN MOLUS X60 series
exudes a premium look and feel while providing exceptional durability, ensuring it withstands the
rigors
About ZHIYUN ZHIYUN is a manufacturing professional stabilizer technology company, providing
solutions for customers around the world and redefining the lifestyle of records
Collections - Gimbal Direct distributes only the highest quality, state of the art gimbals for GoPros,
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