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Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch: Exploring Desire, Power, and
Literature

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch is a work that has intrigued
readers and scholars alike for well over a century. Often cited as a
cornerstone in the study of erotic literature and psychology, this novella
delves deeply into themes of dominance, submission, and the complexities of
human desire. But beyond its provocative narrative, Venus in Furs offers a
rich tapestry of historical context, literary innovation, and psychological
insight that continues to resonate today.

The Origins of Venus in Furs by Leopold von
Sacher Masoch

Leopold von Sacher-Masoch was an Austrian writer and journalist born in 1836.
His experiences and observations of 19th-century European society heavily
influenced his writing. Venus in Furs, published in 1870 as part of his
collection "Legacy of Cain," stands out as his most famous work, largely
because it explores taboo subjects in a way that was daring for its time.

The novella’s title itself is striking—“Venus” referring to the Roman goddess
of love and beauty, and “furs” symbolizing luxury, sensuality, and,
importantly, the fetishistic elements that permeate the story. This
combination sets the tone for a narrative where power dynamics and desire are
intricately entwined.

Plot Overview: A Tale of Desire and Submission

At its core, Venus in Furs tells the story of Severin von Kusiemski, a man
who becomes obsessed with the idea of being dominated and humiliated by a
woman. His muse and object of desire is Wanda von Dunajew, a woman who
embodies the ideal of Venus draped in furs. Severin’s longing is not just for
love but for submission, where he willingly places himself under Wanda’s
control.

The story unfolds as Severin persuades Wanda to take on the role of a
dominant mistress, dressing in furs to accentuate her power and allure. Their
relationship explores themes of erotic submission and dominance, challenging
conventional ideas of love and gender roles. The psychological depth with
which Sacher-Masoch portrays these dynamics was revolutionary at the time.



Understanding the Psychological and Cultural
Impact

The Origin of the Term "Masochism"

Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch is more than just a literary work;
it has had a profound influence on psychology. The term “masochism,” coined
by the psychiatrist Richard von Krafft-Ebing in the late 19th century,
derives directly from Sacher-Masoch’s name. Krafft-Ebing used the novella to
describe a condition where individuals derive pleasure from their own pain or
humiliation, particularly in a sexual context.

This connection has made the novella a key reference point in discussions
about human sexuality, fetishism, and the complexities of desire. Rather than
pathologizing these desires, modern interpretations often view the story as
an exploration of consensual power exchange and the fluidity of erotic
expression.

Themes of Power and Gender

A significant aspect of Venus in Furs is its subversion of traditional gender
roles, especially in the Victorian and post-Victorian eras. Wanda’s dominance
over Severin challenges the patriarchal norms of male authority and female
submission. By portraying a woman wielding control, Sacher-Masoch invites
readers to reconsider societal constructs around power, gender, and
sexuality.

This has made Venus in Furs a subject of interest not only in psychological
circles but also in gender studies and feminist theory. The novella raises
guestions about consent, agency, and the performative aspects of gender that
continue to be relevant in contemporary discussions.

Literary Style and Symbolism

Sacher-Masoch’s writing style in Venus in Furs is notable for its poetic and
evocative language. The vivid descriptions of textures, particularly the furs
themselves, create an immersive atmosphere where sensory experience becomes
paramount. The furs symbolize more than mere clothing; they represent
comfort, warmth, sensuality, and a barrier between social roles and personal
desires.

The story’s narrative structure—told through letters and personal
reflections—adds layers of intimacy and subjectivity. Readers gain insight



into Severin’s inner world, understanding his motivations and
vulnerabilities. This approach enhances the psychological realism of the
novella and allows for a nuanced portrayal of complex emotions.

Venus in Furs in Popular Culture and
Adaptations

Over the years, Venus in Furs has inspired numerous adaptations in film,
theater, and music, underscoring its lasting cultural impact. Filmmakers like
Jesus Franco and later directors have interpreted the novella’s themes in
various ways, often emphasizing its erotic and psychological elements.

In music, the Velvet Underground famously created a song titled "Venus in
Furs," which draws directly from the novella’s themes of sadomasochism and
fetishism. This demonstrates how Sacher-Masoch’s work has transcended
literary boundaries to influence broader artistic expressions.

Tips for Reading Venus in Furs Today

For modern readers approaching Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch,
it's helpful to consider the historical and social context in which it was
written. The explicit exploration of power dynamics and unconventional
desires might initially seem shocking, but understanding the novella’s
symbolism and psychological depth can enrich the reading experience.

Here are some tips for engaging with this complex work:
- **Approach with an open mind:** The novella challenges traditional notions
of love and sexuality. Embrace its exploration of human desires without

prejudice.

- **Consider historical context:** Recognize the boundaries Sacher-Masoch was
pushing against in the 19th century.

- **Reflect on power and consent:** Observe how the characters negotiate
control and submission, which remains a significant theme in contemporary

discussions about relationships.

- **Explore critical analyses:** Reading scholarly interpretations can
provide valuable insights into the novella’s layered meanings.

Venus in Furs and Its Relevance in Modern



Discussions of Sexuality

In today’'s conversations about sexuality, gender identity, and consent, Venus
in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch remains surprisingly pertinent. The
novella anticipates many modern ideas about the fluidity of sexual roles and
the importance of consensual power exchange in intimate relationships.

The story encourages readers to consider the multiplicity of human desire
beyond binary frameworks. It also highlights the role fantasy and role-
playing can play in fulfilling emotional and psychological needs. This makes
Venus in Furs not only a historical curiosity but a living text that
continues to inform and inspire.

In exploring Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch, readers gain access
to a narrative that is as much about the complexity of human psychology as it
is about eroticism. It challenges norms, invites introspection, and opens up
a dialogue about the many ways people seek connection and fulfillment.
Whether approached as literature, psychology, or cultural artifact, Venus in
Furs remains a compelling and thought-provoking work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Venus in Furs' by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch
about?

'Venus in Furs' is a novella by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch that explores
themes of love, dominance, submission, and fetishism, centered around the
relationship between Severin and Wanda, where Severin desires to be dominated
and humiliated by Wanda.

Who was Leopold von Sacher-Masoch?

Leopold von Sacher-Masoch was an Austrian writer and journalist of the 19th
century, best known for his novella 'Venus in Furs,' which gave rise to the
term 'masochism'.

Why is 'Venus in Furs' significant in literature?

'Venus in Furs' is significant because it delves into psychological and
erotic themes, particularly exploring consensual power dynamics and
fetishism, influencing both literature and the study of human sexuality.



What is the origin of the term 'masochism' and how
is it related to 'Venus in Furs'?

The term 'masochism' was coined from Leopold von Sacher-Masoch's name after
his novella 'Venus in Furs,' which depicted a character who finds pleasure in
pain and submission, defining the concept of masochism in psychology.

What role does the character Wanda play in 'Venus in
Furs'?

Wanda is the dominant female protagonist who fulfills Severin’s desire to be
dominated and humiliated, embodying the mistress figure central to the
novella's exploration of power and submission.

How does 'Venus in Furs' explore themes of power and
sexuality?

The novella explores power and sexuality by portraying a consensual
relationship where the submissive partner, Severin, willingly surrenders
control to Wanda, revealing complex dynamics of desire, control, and
identity.

Has 'Venus in Furs' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Venus in Furs' has been adapted into several films, plays, and operas,
most notably the 1969 film directed by Jesls Franco, as well as inspiring
various works in popular culture.

What is the narrative style of 'Venus in Furs'?

The novella is structured as a framed narrative with letters and diary
entries, providing insight into Severin’s psychological state and his
fascination with submission and domination.

How was 'Venus in Furs' received when it was first
published?

When first published in 1870, 'Venus in Furs' was controversial due to its
explicit exploration of sexuality and unconventional themes, but it gradually
gained recognition for its psychological depth.

What influence has 'Venus in Furs' had on modern
discussions of sexuality?

'Venus in Furs' has influenced modern discussions by highlighting consensual
BDSM dynamics, contributing to the understanding and destigmatization of
alternative sexual practices and identities.



Additional Resources

Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher Masoch: A Literary Exploration of Desire
and Power

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch stands as a provocative and
enduring work of 19th-century literature that delves into the complexities of
human desire, dominance, and submission. Written by the Austrian writer
Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, this novella has transcended its original context
to influence not only literary circles but also psychological and cultural
discourses, particularly those concerning sexuality and power dynamics. The
narrative’s rich symbolism and psychological depth have made it a subject of
continuous analysis and debate, positioning it as a hallmark in both erotic
literature and the study of masochism.

An In-Depth Analysis of Venus in Furs by
Leopold von Sacher Masoch

Venus in Furs was first published in 1870, during a period marked by
Victorian moral rigidity and burgeoning explorations into the human psyche.
The work is loosely autobiographical, reflecting Sacher-Masoch’s own
experiences and fantasies. It centers on Severin von Kusiemski, a man who
becomes enamored with the idea of being dominated by a woman, specifically
the enigmatic and commanding Wanda von Dunajew. The story intricately
explores the intersections of love, pain, and control, investing these themes
with a psychological intensity that was ahead of its time.

The novella is notable for its explicit engagement with power roles and the
eroticization of submission and dominance. This thematic focus is not merely
sensational; it probes the motivations and emotional undercurrents behind
such desires. The dynamic between Severin and Wanda is depicted with nuance,
revealing the vulnerability and empowerment that coexist within their
relationship. This duality challenges traditional gender roles and invites
readers to reconsider assumptions about authority, consent, and intimacy.

Thematic Exploration and Symbolism

One of the most striking features of venus in furs by leopold von sacher
masoch is its use of symbolism, particularly the titular "furs." The furs
represent both luxury and primal instinct, encapsulating the tension between
societal decorum and repressed desires. Wanda’'s donning of the fur coat
becomes a metaphor for her dominance and the transformation of Severin’s
identity through submission. This imagery has been widely analyzed in
literary criticism, often interpreted as a commentary on the masks people
wear in social interactions and the hidden facets of human nature.



The narrative also delves into the psychological dimensions of
sadomasochistic relationships, long before such concepts were formally
recognized in psychology. Sacher-Masoch’s portrayal is notable for its
empathetic perspective on masochism, presenting it not as pathological but as
a complex facet of human sexuality. This nuanced treatment contributes to the
novella’s lasting impact and distinguishes it from other erotic literature of
the era, which often depicted unconventional desires in a purely negative
light.

Literary Style and Narrative Structure

Venus in Furs is structured as a framed narrative, with Severin recounting
his story in letters to a friend. This epistolary format adds layers of
subjectivity and introspection, allowing readers intimate access to Severin’s
thoughts and emotions. The prose is richly descriptive, combining lyrical
passages with moments of stark realism. Sacher-Masoch’s language often blends
poetic sensibility with philosophical musings, creating a multifaceted
reading experience that invites interpretation on several levels.

The pacing of the novella carefully balances tension and release, mirroring
the psychological interplay between the characters. The oscillation between
desire and restraint, pleasure and pain, is mirrored in the rhythm of the
text itself. Such craftsmanship has contributed to the work’s recognition as
both a literary achievement and a psychological case study.

Contextual Relevance and Cultural Impact

While venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch was initially controversial,
its influence has expanded into various cultural domains. The term
“masochism” itself derives from Sacher-Masoch’s name, underscoring the
novella’s profound imprint on the language of psychology and sexuality.
Sigmund Freud and subsequent psychoanalysts referenced the work in their
studies of human sexual behavior, acknowledging its role in bringing complex
erotic dynamics into public discourse.

Beyond psychology, the novella has inspired numerous adaptations in film,
theater, and music, each interpreting its themes through different artistic
lenses. Its exploration of female dominance and male submission continues to
resonate in contemporary discussions about gender, power, and identity.
Notably, the work challenges binary notions of strength and weakness, instead
presenting them as fluid and intertwined.

Comparative Perspectives with Contemporary Works

Compared to other erotic literature of the 19th century, venus in furs by



leopold von sacher masoch stands out for its psychological depth and candid
exploration of taboo subjects. Whereas many contemporaneous texts focused on
romantic idealism or moralistic cautionary tales, Sacher-Masoch’s novella
delves into the darker and more ambiguous facets of desire. It shares
thematic affinities with works like Marquis de Sade’s writings, though it
differs markedly in tone and intent, emphasizing emotional complexity over
gratuitous shock.

In modern literary discourse, the novella is often studied alongside feminist
and queer theory, which examine how power relations and sexual identity
intersect. Its portrayal of Wanda as a figure of empowerment offers fertile
ground for discussions about agency and subversion in literature.

Pros and Cons of Venus in Furs from a Modern
Perspective

e Pros: The novella provides a pioneering exploration of sexual psychology
and power dynamics, enriching literary and cultural understanding of
human desire. Its rich symbolism and narrative style offer multiple
layers of interpretation, making it a valuable text for academic study.

e Cons: Some contemporary readers may find the portrayal of gender roles
and consent problematic, reflecting the historical context in which it
was written. The explicit content and themes might also challenge more
conservative audiences or those unfamiliar with the psychological
frameworks surrounding masochism.

Nonetheless, the enduring relevance of venus in furs by leopold von sacher
masoch lies in its capacity to provoke thought and dialogue about human
relationships in their most complex and intimate forms.

The novella’s legacy persists not only through academic and psychological
study but also in its continued cultural resonance. As society evolves in its
understanding of sexuality and power, Sacher-Masoch’s work remains a
foundational text for exploring the multifaceted nature of desire-an
exploration that is as relevant today as it was over 150 years ago.

Venus In Furs By Leopold Von Sacher Masoch

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Ritter von
Sacher-Masoch, 2004 Leopold von Sacher-Masoch was born in Lemberg, Austrian Galicia, on
January 27, 1836. He studied jurisprudence at Prague and Graz, and in 1857 became a teacher at
the latter university. He published several historical works, but soon gave up his academic career to
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devote himself wholly to literature. For a number of years he edited the international review, Auf der
Hohe, at Leipzig, but later removed to Paris, for he was always strongly Francophile. His last years
he spent at Lindheim in Hesse, Germany, where he died on March 9, 1895. In 1873 he married
Aurora von Rumelin, who wrote a number of novels under the pseudonym of Wanda von Dunajew,
which it is interesting to note is the name of the heroine of Venus in Furs. Her sensational memoirs
which have been the cause of considerable controversy were published in 1906. During his career as
writer an endless number of works poured from Sacher-Masoch's pen. Many of these were works of
ephemeral journalism, and some of them unfortunately pure sensationalism, for economic necessity
forced him to turn his pen to unworthy ends. There is, however, a residue among his works which
has a distinct literary and even greater psychological value. His principal literary ambition was
never completely fulfilled. It was a somewhat programmatic plan to give a picture of contemporary
life in all its various aspects and interrelations under the general title of the Heritage of Cain. This
idea was probably derived from Balzac's Comedie Humaine. The whole was to be divided into six
subdivisions with the general titles Love, Property, Money, The State, War, and Death. Each of these
divisions in its turn consisted of six novels, of which the last was intended tosummarize the author's
conclusions and to present his solution for the problems set in the others. This extensive plan
remained unachieved, and only the first two parts, Love and Property, were completed. Of the
other sections only fragments remain. The present novel, Venus in Furs, forms the fifth in the series,
Love. The best of Sacher-Masoch's work is characterized by a swift narration and a graphic
representation of character and scene and a rich humor. The latter has made many of his shorter
stories dealing with his native Galicia little masterpieces of local color.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs (0J000000) Leopold Von
Sacher-Masoch, 2011-09-15 If you've ever been curious about where the term masochism comes
from, you will find it laden in the pages of Leopold von Sacher-Masoch's masterpiece, Venus in Furs,
for whom the term was named. Drawn in part from his own life experiences, Sacher-Masoch's novel
develops an eroticism unlike any other. The book's protagonist, Severin, is so infatuated and
obsessed with the object of his desire, Wanda, that he asks to be her slave. Although hesitant at first,
Wanda's treatment of Severin becomes more and more depraved, fueling Severin's own desires for
cruelty.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Sacher-Masoch,
2017-06-04 Venus in Furs (German: Venus im Pelz) is a novella by the Austrian author Leopold von
Sacher-Masoch, and the best known of his works. The novel was to be part of an epic series that
Sacher-Masoch envisioned called Legacy of Cain. Venus in Furs was part of Love, the first volume of
the series. It was published in 1870.The novel draws themes, like female dominance and
sadomasochism, and character inspiration heavily from Sacher-Masoch's own life. Wanda von
Dunajew, the novel's central female character, was modelled after Fanny Pistor, who was an
emerging literary writer. The two met when Pistor contacted Sacher-Masoch, under assumed name
and fictitious title of Baroness Bogdanoff, for suggestions on improving her writing to make it
suitable for publication.The framing story concerns a man who dreams of speaking to Venus about
love while she wears furs. The unnamed narrator tells his dreams to a friend, Severin, who tells him
how to break himself of his fascination with cruel women by reading a manuscript, Memoirs of a
Suprasensual Man.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Ritter Von Leopold
Sacher-Masoch, 2018-05-26 A novella that was originally part of the epic series Legacy of Cain by
Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, Venus in Furs is an exploration of the themes of sado-masochism and
female dominance in a time when the terms had yet to be conceived. The main character dreams of
the goddess Venus wearing furs while he speaks to her about love. Unable to let go of the fantasy, he
reads a book that tells the story of Severin and Wanda, a couple involved in a sado-masochistic
relationship.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold von Sacher-Masoch,
2017-04-14 Venus in Furs (German: Venus im Pelz) is a novella by the Austrian author Leopold von



Sacher-Masoch, and the best known of his works. The novel was to be part of an epic series that
Sacher-Masoch envisioned called Legacy of Cain. Venus in Furs was part of Love, the first volume of
the series. It was published in 1870.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Von Sacher Masoch,
2013-09-05 Venus in Furs By Leopold von Sacher Masoch

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus In Furs Sacher-Masoch Ritter von
Leopold, 2023-05 Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, an Austrian novelist, first published his book Venus
in Furs in 1870. The narrative centers on Severin von Kusiemski, who develops an obsession with
Wanda von Dunajew. Wanda's attractiveness and assertive nature interest Severin, who persuades
her to accept him as her slave. When Wanda agrees, Severin submits to her completely, giving her
the power to rule and manipulate him. The book examines topics including sexuality and desire as
well as power, dominance, and surrender. It is significant for establishing the idea of masochism,
which bears the author's name and refers to the practice of taking pleasure in humiliation or
suffering. The book has received acclaim for its psychological nuance and examination of
interpersonal connections, but it has also drawn criticism for how it portrays women and for its
overtly sexualized language. Venus, the Roman goddess of love, and the furs Wanda dons while
controlling Severin are references in the book's title. The book has been converted into a variety of
media, such as operas, plays, and movies, and it has impacted the creative output of numerous
writers and performers.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs [llustrated Leopold Von
Sacher-Masoch, 2020-10-03 Venus in Furs (German: Venus im Pelz) is a novella by the Austrian
author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, and the best known of his works. The novel was to be part of an
epic series that Sacher-Masoch envisioned called Legacy of Cain. Venus in Furs was part of Love,
the first volume of the series. It was published in 1870.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Von Sacher-Masoch,
2014-10-19 Venus in Furs by Leopold Von Sacher-Masoch

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Ritter von
Sacher-Masoch, 1989 Included in this volume is a selection from a remarkable series of letters
between Leopold von Sacher-Masoch and Emilie Mataja, an aspiring writer, translated into English
for the first time, and an extraordinary insight into the compulsive imagination of Sacher-Masoch
grappling with the demons that both torment and delight him.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Léopold Sacher-Masoch,
2024-04-19 Written in 1870, Venus in Furs by Leopold Sacher-Masoch, narrates the dialogues and
sexual practices of the protagonists: Severin and Wanda, a couple who formally records through a
contract that Severin becomes Wanda's sexual slave. In his private life, Masoch signed a similar
six-month contract with his lover, Baroness Fanny de Pistor, making Severin nothing more than the
author's alter ego and Wanda a kind of replica of Fanny. We invite you to delve into the intriguing
world of Leopold von Sacher-Masoch and explore his revolutionary work. Discover why his bold
exploration of the darker aspects of sexuality and relationships has left a mark on literature and
continues to challenge conventions to this day.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs by Leopold Von Sacher Masoch
Illustrated Edition Leopold Von Sacher Masoch, 2021-06-05 If you've ever been curious about where
the term masochism comes from, you will find it laden in the pages of Leopold von Sacher-Masoch's
masterpiece, Venus in Furs, for whom the term was named. Drawn in part from his own life
experiences, Sacher-Masoch's novel develops an eroticism unlike any other. The book's protagonist,
Severin, is so infatuated and obsessed with the object of his desire, Wanda, that he asks to be her
slave. Although hesitant at first, Wanda's treatment of Severin becomes more and more depraved,
fueling Severin's own desires for cruelty.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Von Sacher Leopold, 2018-02-21
Venus in Furs (German: Venus im Pelz) is a novella by the Austrian author Leopold von
Sacher-Masoch, and the best known of his works. The novel was to be part of an epic series that



Sacher-Masoch envisioned called Legacy of Cain. Venus in Furs was part of Love, the first volume of
the series. It was published in 1870.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Masoch Leopold Von Sacher,
2018-05-22 Venus in Furs is a novella by the Austrian author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, and the
best known of his works. The novel was to be part of an epic series that Sacher-Masoch envisioned
called Legacy of Cain.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: A Venus in Furs Leopold Von Sacher-Masoch,
2014-06-04 A Venus in Furs is a erotic novel. The unnamed narrator tells his dreams to a friend,
Severiy Austrian author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, the best known of his works. The framing story
concerns a man who dreams of speaking to Venus about love while she wears furs. This manuscript
tells of a man, Severin von Kusiemski, so infatuated with a woman, Wanda von Dunajew, that he
requests to be treated as her slave, and encourages her to treat him in progressively more degrading
ways.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs, by Leopold Von
Sacher-Masoch; Translated from the Original Text. Illustrated by Charles Raymond Leopold
Ritter von Sacher-Masoch, 1928

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs (new Translation) Leopold Von
Sacher-Masoch, 2022-08-31 Leopold von Sacher-Masoch (Lemberg, Habsburg 1836, die 1895) was
one of the most read writers of his time. His name entered everyday language and the word
masochism became known to everyone. Venus in Furs (1870), Sacher-Masoch's most famous work, is
the story of a desperate, ardent, and cruel love. Venus in Furs is presented here in a new translation.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Sacher-Masoch, 1994-12

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Ritter Von
Sacher-Masoch, 1870 Venus in Furs is psycho-sexual novella by Austrian author Leopold von
Sacher-Masoch, the best known of his works. The term masochism, which describes a sexual desire
to have pain inflicted on oneself, derives from the author's surname. The novel was part of an epic
series that Sacher-Masoch envisioned called Legacy of Cain. Venus in Furs was part of Love, the
first volume of the series. It was published in 1870. The novel draws themes and character
inspiration heavily from Sacher-Masoch's own life. Wanda von Dunajew (the novel's central female
character) was modelled after Fanny Pistor, who.

venus in furs by leopold von sacher masoch: Venus in Furs Leopold Sacher-Masoch,
2015-05-09 Love knows no virtue, no profit; it loves and forgives and suffers everything, because it
must.Originally published in 1870, the notorious novel VENUS IN FURS quickly became a landmark
work of erotic literature. Written by the Austrian author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, the book's
themes of female dominance and sadomasochism are legendary. This new edition-translated from
the German by Fernanda Savage-features stunning collage illustrations by French artist Nelly
Sanchez.
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