the selfish gene richard dawkins

The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins: Unraveling the Blueprint of Evolutionary Biology

the selfish gene richard dawkins is more than just a phrase—it represents a groundbreaking
perspective on evolution that shifted the way scientists and the public understand the forces shaping
life on Earth. Published in 1976, Richard Dawkins’ seminal book *The Selfish Gene* introduced the
idea that genes, rather than individuals or species, are the primary units of natural selection. This
concept not only challenged traditional views but also provided a compelling framework for
interpreting behaviors in the natural world.

Understanding the Core Idea of The Selfish Gene
Richard Dawkins

At its heart, *The Selfish Gene* posits that genes behave "selfishly" in the sense that their primary
drive is to ensure their own survival and replication. Dawkins argued that organisms—animals, plants,
or humans—are merely "vehicles" or "survival machines" constructed by genes to propagate
themselves. This gene-centered view was revolutionary because it flipped the focus from individual
organisms to the microscopic level of genetic material.

Why Genes, Not Individuals, Are the True Survivors

Before Dawkins, evolutionary theory largely emphasized the survival and reproduction of individuals
or species. However, Dawkins highlighted that genes, which persist through generations, are the real
entities under selection pressure. While organisms live and die, genes can be passed on indefinitely,
making them fundamental units of evolution.

This perspective helps explain altruistic behavior in animals, which at first glance seems
counterintuitive to survival of the fittest. If genes are "selfish," why would an animal risk its life to
save another? Dawkins introduced the concept of "kin selection," where genes promote behaviors
that help relatives, who share similar genetic material, thereby increasing the likelihood of the gene’s
survival.

The Impact of The Selfish Gene on Evolutionary Biology
and Popular Science

Richard Dawkins did more than contribute to academic discourse; he transformed how evolutionary
biology is communicated to the broader public. *The Selfish Gene* made complex scientific ideas
accessible, engaging, and even entertaining, helping to popularize science in ways few works had
before.



Revolutionizing the Concept of Altruism

One of the most influential discussions in the book centers on altruism in nature. The traditional
Darwinian view struggled to explain why an organism would act in ways that reduce its own fitness
but benefit others. Dawkins’ gene-centric model introduced a logical explanation: genes promote
behaviors that maximize their replication, even if it means an individual organism sacrifices itself for
relatives carrying the same genes.

This idea led to the development of terms like "inclusive fitness" and clarified the evolutionary basis
for social behaviors observed in species ranging from bees to primates. It also laid the groundwork for
later theories on reciprocal altruism and cooperation.

Popularizing the Meme Concept

In *The Selfish Gene*, Dawkins also coined the term “meme” to describe units of cultural transmission
analogous to genes. Memes, such as ideas, tunes, or fashions, propagate from person to person in a
way similar to genetic replication. This concept opened new avenues in evolutionary psychology,
anthropology, and even internet culture studies, showing how cultural evolution parallels biological
evolution.

Exploring the Language and Style of The Selfish Gene
Richard Dawkins

Dawkins’ writing style in *The Selfish Gene* is notable for its clarity and conversational tone, making
complex genetic and evolutionary concepts approachable for readers without a scientific background.
His ability to weave storytelling with rigorous science helped the book become a staple in both
academic and popular science circles.

A Narrative That Engages and Educates

Rather than relying solely on technical jargon, Dawkins uses vivid metaphors and thought
experiments to explain ideas. For example, describing genes as "selfish" is a metaphor that captures
their replicative nature, not suggesting they possess consciousness or intent. This approach invites
readers to think critically about evolution, fostering a deeper understanding.

Balancing Controversy and Clarity

While the book was celebrated, it also sparked debate. Some critics argued that focusing on genes
downplayed the role of organisms and environmental factors. Dawkins addressed these concerns by
clarifying that the gene-centered view is a framework for understanding evolution, not discounting
other levels of biological organization.



Legacy and Continued Relevance of The Selfish Gene
Richard Dawkins

More than four decades after its publication, *The Selfish Gene* remains a cornerstone in evolutionary
biology. Its influence extends beyond biology into psychology, sociology, and even philosophy, as it
challenges us to reconsider the nature of life and cooperation.

Influence on Modern Genetics and Evolutionary Studies

The gene-centric view continues to inform research on genetics, behavior, and evolutionary dynamics.
Scientists use the concepts introduced by Dawkins to study everything from animal social structures
to human psychology. The idea that genes can explain complex behaviors remains a powerful tool in
understanding life's diversity.

Inspiring New Generations of Thinkers

Richard Dawkins’ work has inspired countless students, researchers, and science enthusiasts. His
ability to communicate science passionately has encouraged a broader appreciation for evolutionary
theory and critical thinking. Many contemporary scientists acknowledge *The Selfish Gene* as a
pivotal influence on their careers.

Practical Insights from The Selfish Gene Richard
Dawkins

Understanding the principles behind *The Selfish Gene* can offer practical insights into human
behavior and society.

e Recognizing the Evolutionary Roots of Behavior: Many human traits—altruism,
competition, cooperation—can be better understood through the lens of gene-centered
evolution, helping us appreciate the biological basis of social dynamics.

e Appreciating the Complexity of Nature: The book encourages a nuanced view of evolution,
highlighting that apparent selfishness at one level may result in cooperation and harmony at
another.

e Applying Concepts Beyond Biology: The idea of memes illustrates how cultural evolution
works, influencing fields like marketing, education, and digital communication.

Exploring *The Selfish Gene* is more than a scientific exercise; it’s an invitation to see life through a
new, fascinating perspective that continues to shape how we understand ourselves and the world



around us. Richard Dawkins’ contribution remains a testament to the power of ideas that challenge,
inform, and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central idea of Richard Dawkins' book 'The Selfish
Gene'?

The central idea of 'The Selfish Gene' is that genes are the primary units of natural selection, and
organisms, including humans, are essentially 'survival machines' created by genes to ensure their
own replication and survival.

How did 'The Selfish Gene' influence the field of evolutionary
biology?

'The Selfish Gene' popularized the gene-centered view of evolution, emphasizing that natural
selection acts at the level of genes rather than individuals or species, which reshaped evolutionary
theory and inspired further research into genetic behavior and altruism.

What is meant by the term 'selfish gene' in Dawkins' book?

The term 'selfish gene' refers to the idea that genes behave in ways that maximize their own chances
of replication, sometimes resulting in behaviors that appear selfish or altruistic from an organism's
perspective, but ultimately serve the gene's survival.

Did Richard Dawkins' 'The Selfish Gene' address altruism in
nature?

Yes, Dawkins explained altruistic behavior as a strategy genes use to help copies of themselves in
other individuals, especially relatives, survive and reproduce, a concept known as kin selection, and
also explored reciprocal altruism among unrelated individuals.

Why is ‘The Selfish Gene' considered a groundbreaking book?

'The Selfish Gene' is considered groundbreaking because it introduced a novel perspective on
evolution focusing on genes as the key drivers of natural selection, used accessible language and
vivid metaphors, and influenced not only biology but also philosophy, psychology, and social sciences.

Additional Resources
The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins: A Profound Shift in Evolutionary Biology

the selfish gene richard dawkins remains one of the most influential and thought-provoking works
in the field of evolutionary biology. Published in 1976, this seminal book introduced a gene-centered
view of evolution that challenged traditional perspectives centered on individual organisms or



species. Richard Dawkins, an eminent evolutionary biologist and ethologist, revolutionized how
scientists and the public alike perceive natural selection and the driving forces behind the evolution of
life on Earth.

The Selfish Gene: Conceptual Foundations and Impact

At its core, The Selfish Gene proposes that genes, rather than individuals or groups, are the primary
units of natural selection. Dawkins argued that organisms are essentially “survival machines” or
vehicles constructed by genes to ensure their own replication and continuation. This gene-centric
approach shifted the evolutionary narrative from organisms acting in their own interest to genes
behaving "selfishly" to maximize their replication chances over generations.

This perspective was a departure from the more organism-centered views popularized by Darwin’s
original work and later evolutionary synthesis. Dawkins’ articulation of the gene’s role in evolution
provided a clearer framework for understanding behaviors such as altruism, cooperation, and
competition within a population. His work deeply influenced subsequent research in evolutionary
biology, sociobiology, and behavioral ecology.

Key Themes Explored in The Selfish Gene

One of the most compelling aspects of The Selfish Gene is Dawkins’ explanation of altruistic behavior
through the lens of genetic self-interest. He introduced concepts like kin selection and reciprocal
altruism to explain why organisms might display seemingly selfless acts. For instance, animals often
help relatives survive and reproduce because they share genes; thus, helping kin indirectly promotes
the survival of one’s own genetic material.

Another important contribution is the introduction of the “meme” concept, which Dawkins described
as cultural analogs to genes—units of cultural transmission or imitation. Although initially a sideline in
the book, the idea of memes has since become a foundational concept in understanding the evolution
of culture, communication, and information spread.

Comparison with Traditional Evolutionary Models

Before Dawkins, evolutionary theory primarily focused on individuals and group selection—the idea
that traits evolve for the good of the species or group. However, these models struggled to fully
explain certain behaviors, especially those that seemed disadvantageous to individuals but beneficial
to the group. The selfish gene theory provided a more parsimonious explanation by shifting the focus
to the gene’s perspective.

Unlike group selection, which posits that natural selection operates at the level of groups, Dawkins
emphasized that genes compete within the gene pool, and any trait that benefits the gene’s
replication will be favored—even if it appears costly at the organismal level. This helped clarify
phenomena such as sterile worker insects in eusocial species like bees and ants, where individuals
forego reproduction to support the colony.



Scientific and Philosophical Implications of The Selfish
Gene

The gene-centered view presented by Dawkins not only advanced scientific understanding but also
provoked philosophical debates about the nature of life, free will, and ethics. By presenting genes as
the fundamental agents of evolution, the book challenged anthropocentric views of human behavior
and morality.

Critics have sometimes misinterpreted the term “selfish” as implying conscious intent by genes,
whereas Dawkins clarified that “selfish” is a metaphor describing the outcome of natural selection.

Genes that successfully replicate tend to dominate, regardless of the impact on organisms or
populations. This nuanced explanation helped bridge gaps between biology and philosophy.

Pros and Cons of Dawkins’ Gene-Centered Approach

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Provides a clear, mechanistic explanation for evolution at the genetic level.

[¢]

Explains complex social behaviors like altruism through kin selection and reciprocal
altruism.

[¢]

Offers a framework for understanding cultural evolution via memes.

[¢]

Influences diverse fields, from genetics to psychology and anthropology.

e Cons:
o Can be misunderstood as promoting genetic determinism or reductionism.

o Group selection and multi-level selection theories still hold explanatory power in certain
contexts.

o Some critics argue the metaphor of “selfishness” oversimplifies complex biological
interactions.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than four decades after its publication, The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins remains a cornerstone



text in evolutionary biology. Its gene-centered paradigm continues to influence current research,
especially with advances in molecular biology and genomics. The book’s accessible prose also helped
popularize science, bridging the gap between academic research and public understanding.

Today, the selfish gene concept is integrated into modern evolutionary synthesis, alongside
developments like epigenetics and systems biology. While scientific understanding has evolved,
Dawkins’ foundational insights into gene-level selection and evolutionary strategy endure as vital
components of biological discourse.

The book’s impact extends beyond biology, inspiring interdisciplinary dialogue on the evolution of
cooperation, conflict, and cultural phenomena. As scientists delve deeper into the complexities of life,
The Selfish Gene remains a vital lens through which to examine the intricate dance between genes,
organisms, and environments.

The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins, 2016 With a new
epilogue to the 40th anniversary edition.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins, 2006-03-16 The million
copy international bestseller, critically acclaimed and translated into over 25 languages.This 30th
anniversary edition includes a new introduction from the author as well as the original prefaces and
foreword, and extracts from early reviews. As relevant and influential today as when it was first
published, The Selfish Gene has become a classic exposition of evolutionary thought.Professor
Dawkins articulates a gene's eye view of evolution - a view giving centre stage to these persistent
units of information, and in which organisms can be seen as vehicles for their replication. This
imaginative, powerful, and stylistically brilliant work not only brought the insights of Neo-Darwinism
to a wide audience, but galvanized the biology community, generating much debate and stimulating
whole new areas of research.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins, 1989 Science need not
be dull and bogged down by jargon, as Richard Dawkins proves in this entertaining look at evolution.
The themes he takes up are the concepts of altruistic and selfish behaviour; the genetical definition
of selfish interest; the evolution of aggressive behaviour; kinshiptheory; sex ratio theory; reciprocal
altruism; deceit; and the natural selection of sex differences. 'Should be read, can be read by almost
anyone. It describes with great skill a new face of the theory of evolution.' W.D. Hamilton, Science

the selfish gene richard dawkins: An Analysis of Richard Dawkins's The Selfish Gene
Nicola Davis, 2017-07-06 Richard Dawkins provides excellent examples of his reasoning and
interpretation skills in The Selfish Gene. His 1976 book is not a work of original research, but
instead a careful explanation of evolution, combined with an argument for a particular interpretation
of several aspects of evolution. Since Dawkins is building on other researchers’ work and writing for
a general audience, the central elements of good reasoning are vital to his book: producing a clear
argument and presenting a persuasive case; organising an argument and supporting its conclusions.
In doing this, Dawkins also employs the crucial skill of interpretation: understanding what evidence
means; clarifying terms; questioning definitions; giving clear definitions on which to build
arguments. The strength of his reasoning and interpretative skills played a key part in the
widespread acceptance of his argument for a gene-centred interpretation of natural selection and
evolution - and in its history as a bestselling classic of science writing.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Quicklet on Richard Dawkins' The Selfish Gene
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary & Analysis) Elspeth Michaels, 2012-07-30 ABOUT THE BOOK In a


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-selfish-gene-richard-dawkins.pdf

2006 interview with Meet the Author, the year when The Selfish Gene celebrated its 30th
anniversary, Richard Dawkins had this to say: “...If I had to write it again, I wouldn’t write it very
differently. It has been described as a revolutionary book, in one respect it is. But it’s only a
revolutionary way in looking at orthodox Darwinian natural selection. It helps to look at it in this
revolutionary way. It could equally well have been called “the Altruistic Animal,” because if you have
selfish genes, which only means that natural selection works at the level of the gene; if you have
selfish genes, then you may have altruistic individuals. And that’s what the book is about.” What
Dawkins describes as “revolutionary,” others have construed as controversial. When The Selfish
Gene was first published in 1976, it created a number of waves within the study evolutionary
biology, largely dominated by Darwinian doctrine. (One could say it made a splash in the gene pool.)
If Darwin’s idea of natural selection was based on the concept of “survival of the fittest,” then why
does altruism exist between individuals? Why aren’t all living things selfish in a cut-throat battle for
survival? Dawkins strove to explain altruism in The Selfish Gene, with the argument that altruistic
behavior can be explained through the selfishness of our genes. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK If it
runs away, chase it! If it comes at you, fight back.) In a relationship such as prey versus predator,
Dawkins explains possible strategies. A retaliator doesn’t attack aggressively, but will act in a
threatening manner. If the opponent attacks first, the retaliator will, as you guessed, retaliate.
Retaliators behave based upon their opponent’s behavior, making them conditional strategists. In
addition to retaliators, there are two other kinds of conditional strategies: bullies and
prober-retaliators. A bully attacks until an opponent strikes back, in which case, the bully
immediately retreats. Prober-retaliators are essentially retaliators, but can initiate an attack like a
bully, and if the opponent fights back, will defend itself. In these strategies, the retaliator is an ESS,
the prober-retaliator is nearly stable, and the bully is not stable. Chapter 6: Genemanship The key
point of this chapter is that genes might be able to assist replicas of itself that are sitting in other
bodies. If so, this would appear as individual altruism but it would be brought about by gene
selfishness. (88) In the previous chapter, Dawkins explained aggression through individual,
independent selfish machines. However, individuals have relatives, in the form of siblings, cousins,
parents, etc., all of whom share many of the same genes. Each selfish gene then, has its loyalties
divided among different individuals; the selfish gene is every replica of itself. Dawkins explains how
a gene selected for kin-altruism, could survive in the gene pool. A gene that suicidally saves five
cousins would not be numerous in a population of individuals, however, if it saved five brothers or
ten first cousins would. The minimum requirement for a suicidal altruistic gene to be a successful
one in the gene pool would have to “save more than two siblings/children/parents, more than four
half-siblings/uncles/aunts/nephews/nieces/grandparents/grandchildren, or more than eight first
cousins, etc.”

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Guide to Richard Dawkins’s The Selfish Gene by Instaread
Instaread, 2017-04-19 PLEASE NOTE: This is a companion to Richard Dawkins’s The Selfish Gene
and NOT the original book. Preview: The Selfish Gene (1976) by Richard Dawkins outlines theories
and research in the field of evolutionary biology to explain the importance of the gene as the most
significant unit of analysis in natural selection. The common understanding of natural selection is
that altruistic behavior has evolutionary advantages because on average, it benefits the species as a
whole... Inside this companion to the book: - Overview of the Book - Insights from the Book -
Important People - Author's Style and Perspective - Intended Audience About the Author: With
Instaread, you can get the notes and insights from a book in 15 minutes or less. Visit our website at
instaread.co.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut (author), 1901

the selfish gene richard dawkins: SUMMARY - The Selfish Gene By Richard Dawkins
Shortcut Edition, 2021-06-17 * Our summary is short, simple and pragmatic. It allows you to have
the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. As you read this summary, you will discover
that in nature, altruism does not exist. All living species are genetically selfish. You will also discover
: that your genes have created you for their own survival; that your children will be naturally selfish,



but that you have the means to change that through culture; that in terms of reproduction, the male
is less involved than the female; that since the appearance of modern man, genetic evolution is no
longer the only type of evolution in the world. The selfish gene theory is another facet of Darwin's
theory. Rather than focusing on the individual organism, it takes the point of view of genetics. Your
genes survived in a world where competition was raging, so the predominant quality in a gene that
thrived is certainly ruthless selfishness. A selfishness that inevitably affects individual behavior. But
by understanding what your genes are tending towards - selfishness - you may have a chance to
counteract them and achieve what no other species has ever achieved: becoming an altruistic
individual. Are you ready to regain control of your identity? *Buy now the summary of this book for
the modest price of a cup of coffee!

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Extended Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins, 2016 Revision
of: Selfish gene. 2006. 30th anniversity ed. Including two key chapters from The Extended
Pheontype.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Summary of The Selfish Gene Alexander Cooper,
2021-10-09 Summary of The Selfish Gene In his book, The Selfish Gene, Dawkins argues for the
gene as the basic unit of evolution. He claims that organisms are “survival shells” for the
“replicators” within us. Replicators, the units that evolve, are genes. They are inherently selfish in
that they only care about their own survival and the survival of their copies. As a result, no true
altruism exists. Anytime an organism helps another, both sets of genes are benefiting. Dawkins
expands his theory to attempt to explain topics like kin altruism, eusociality, group dynamics and
culture. He writes for the scientist looking for a new idea and for the layman just looking to learn
more by explaining his theory in a way that appeals to all. Here is a Preview of What You Will Get: []
A Full Book Summary [] An Analysis [] Fun quizzes [J Quiz Answers [] Etc. Get a copy of this summary
and learn about the book.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Summary of The Selfish Genes Alexander Cooper,
2021-07-31 Summary of The Selfish Genes Has The Egocentric Gene by Richard Dawkins been
waiting for you on your study list? Choose the important thing ideas inside the e book with this brief
summary. Over 3.5 billion years ago, in a primordial soup of molecules, the primary, most effective
form of life on the planet came to be: a molecule able to reproduce itself, a replicator. Molecular
replicators are made from lengthy chains of smaller building-block molecules in the same manner
that a phrase is made up of a string of letters. Replicators reproduce themselves via attracting
different ‘letters’ and performing as a template for them to fit into. The primary replicator routinely
had a competitive edge over all the different molecules within the primordial soup because they
could not replicate themselves, and subsequently the replicators have become more numerous than
every other sort of molecule. But, mistakes inside the copying system led to ‘daughter’ replicators
that had a slightly different configuration than their ‘parent.” These new configurations supposed
that a few ‘daughters’ had been able to reproduce themselves faster, or more correctly, giving them
a competitive advantage over their ‘parent.” An increasing number of replicators have been built
from the finite deliver of constructing-block molecules within the primordial soup, and those
molecules were step by step used up. Those two principles - a population in which ability varies and
an surroundings of restrained sources - are the primary requirements for the system we recognize
as evolution. As time went on, similar mistakes in copying resulted in new high quality traits,
inclusive of the capacity to interrupt other replicators and use their constructing blocks for
replication: the primary carnivores. Through the introduction of latest variations, and the survival of
the replicators with the maximum beneficial blessings, greater complex existence forms emerged, in
the end ensuing in the type of organisms we see today. Here is a Preview of What You Will Get: ] A
Full Book Summary [] An Analysis [] Fun quizzes [] Quiz Answers [] Etc. Get a copy of this summary
and learn about the book.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Key Ideas from the Selfish Gene - Richard Dawkins Judy
Woods, 2018-12-14 Key Ideas From The Selfish Gene - Richard DawkinsA landmark work in the field
of biology and evolution The Selfish Gene is a landmark 1976 work in the field of biology: It puts the



gene at the center of the process of evolution and explains how, when this is taken into account,
genes must be seen as selfish. Author Richard Dawkins then uses this theory of gene selfishness to
explain the massive variety of animal behavior observable on Earth.Who is it for ?- 'Everyone
interested in the universe and their place in it.' - Any student of biology or anyone with an interest in
biologyAbout the AuthorRichard Dawkins is an evolutionary biologist and author of influential and
popular science books such as The Blind Watchmaker and The Extended Phenotype. He is also a
committed atheist and an active critic of religion, to this end publishing his book The God Delusion
and setting up the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Summary of The Selfish Gene Readtrepreneur Publishing,
2019-05-24 The Selfish Gene: by Richard Dawkins - Book Summary - Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer:
This is NOT the original book, but an unofficial summary.) An entirely different approach to one of
the most controversial theories in the world. The Selfish Gene is a reformulation of the theory of
natural selection developed by Charles Darwin. This classic is focused on the nature of altruism and
selfishness that creatures have. Despite that any living creature is focused on his well-being, the
study reveals that they have a natural sense of altruism as well. Many creatures have a tendency of
sacrificing themselves for their loved ones' safety. (Note: This summary is wholly written and
published by Readtrepreneur. It is not affiliated with the original author in any way) Any altruistic
system is inherently unstable, because it is open to abuse by selfish individuals, ready to exploit it. -
Richard Dawkins Richard Dawkins' title is an interesting look into the nature of living creatures. An
incredibly complex topic developed perfectly so any person interested in reading it can enjoy and
learn a lot from the book. Richard Dawkins reveals many things we didn't know about Charles
Darwin's natural selection theory. P.S. The Selfish Gene is an extremely informative book which will
teach you a lot about the most primal side of any living creature. The Time for Thinking is Over!
Time for Action! Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Grab your Copy
Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? @ Highest Quality Summaries @ Delivers Amazing
Knowledge @ Awesome Refresher @ Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant
for a great companionship of the original book or to simply get the gist of the original book.

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Summary: the Selfish Gene Readtrepreneur Publishing,
2018-04-14 The Selfish Gene: by Richard Dawkins | Book Summary | Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer:
This is NOT the original book. If you're looking for the original book, search this
link:http://amzn.to/2BOWIX]) An entirely different approach to one of the most controversial theories
in the world. The Selfish Gene is a reformulation of the theory of natural selection developed by
Charles Darwin. This classic is focused on the nature of altruism and selfishness that creatures have.
Despite that any living creature is focused on his well-being, the study reveals that they have a
natural sense of altruism as well. Many creatures have a tendency of sacrificing themselves for their
loved ones' safety. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published by readtrepreneur.com It is
not affiliated with the original author in any way) Any altruistic system is inherently unstable,
because it is open to abuse by selfish individuals, ready to exploit it. - Richard Dawkins Richard
Dawkins' title is an interesting look into the nature of living creatures. An incredibly complex topic
developed perfectly so any person interested in reading it can enjoy and learn a lot from the book.
Richard Dawkins reveals many things we didn't know about Charles Darwin's natural selection
theory. P.S. The Selfish Gene is an extremely informative book which will teach you a lot about the
most primal side of any living creature. The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up
Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get Your Copy Delivered to Your Doorstep
Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? Highest Quality Summaries Delivers Amazing
Knowledge Awesome Refresher Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a
great companionship of the original book or to simply get the gist of the original book. If you're
looking for the original book, search for this link: http://amzn.to/2BOWIX]

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Extended Phenotype Richard Dawkins, 1999-03-04
By the best selling author of The Selfish Gene 'This entertaining and thought-provoking book is an
excellent illustration of why the study of evolution is in such an exciting ferment these days.' Science



'The Extended Phenotype is a sequel to The Selfish Gene . . . he writes so clearly it could be
understood by anyone prepared to make the effort' John Maynard Smith, London Review of Books
'Dawkins is quite incapable of being boring this characteristically brilliant and stimulating book is
original and provocative throughout, and immensely enjoyable.' G. A. Parker, Heredity 'The extended
phenotype is certainly a big idea and it is pressed hard in dramatic language.' Sydney Brenner,
Nature 'Richard Dawkins, our most radical Darwinian thinker, is also our best science writer.'
Douglas Adams 'Dawkins is a superb communicator. His books are some of the best books ever
written on science.' Megan Tressider, Guardian 'Dawkins is a genius of science popularization.' Mark
Ridley, The Times

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Dawkins and the Selfish Gene Ed Sexton, 2001 The
biologist Richard Dawkins is renowned for his theory of 'the selfish gene'. But what does this theory
really say, and why do so many people object to it?

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Das egoistische Gen Richard Dawkins, 2013-02-11 Sind wir
Marionetten unserer eigenen Gene? Nach Richard Dawkins vor 30 Jahren entworfener und heute
noch immer provozierender These steuern und dirigieren unsere von Generation zu Generation
weitergegebenen Gene uns, um sich selbst zu erhalten. Alle biologischen Organismen dienen somit
vor allem dem Uberleben und der Unsterblichkeit der Erbanlagen und sind letztlich nur die
Einwegebehalter der egoistischen Gene. Sind wir Menschen also unserem Gen-Schicksal hilflos
ausgeliefert? Dawkins bestreitet dies und macht uns Hoffnung: Seiner Meinung nach sind wir
namlich die einzige Spezies mit der Chance, gegen ihr genetisches Schicksal anzukampfen. Zum 30.
Jubilaum des egoistischen Gens erscheint diese Ausgabe - mit einem neuen Vorwort von Richard
Dawkins und einem von Wolfgang Wickler. Meinungen zum Buch: "Dieses Buch sollte gelesen
werden, kann gelesen werden, und das von nahezu jedem. Es beschreibt mit grofSem Geschick eine
neue Facette der Evolutionstheorie.” William D. Hamilton in Science "Gelehrt, geistreich und sehr
gut geschrieben ... ausgesprochen gut.” Peter Medawar in The Spectator ” Dieses mit Eleganz und
Prazision gedachte und mit Witz und Leidenschaft geschriebene Buch Das egoistische Gen hat in 30
Jahren weder an Faszination noch an Aktualitat einbufst. Es sollte weiterhin Pflichtlekture sein fur
alle Vertreter der Biologie und der Spezialbereiche aus Anthropologie, Epistemologie,
Erkenntnistheorie, Ethik, Medizin, Okologie, Okonomie, Philosophie, Psychologie, Soziologie, die
sich heutzutage mit dem Beinamen Evolutionar schmiicken.” Wolfgang Wickler in seinem Vorwort zu
diesem Buch ”Hier liegt ein echter kultureller Meilenstein unserer Zeit vor.” The Independent
“Kaufen Sie dieses Buch, lesen Sie es, und empfehlen Sie es Thren Studenten. ... es gibt noch nichts
anderes Vergleichbares.” Animal Behaviour

the selfish gene richard dawkins: Dawkins' God Alister E. McGrath, 2015-01-20 A fully
updated new edition of a critically acclaimed examination of the theories and writings of Richard
Dawkins by a world-renowned expert on the relation of science and religion Includes in-depth
analysis of Dawkins’ landmark treatise The God Delusion (2006), as well as coverage of his later
popular works The Magic of Reality (2011) and The Greatest Show on Earth (2011),and a new
chapter on Dawkins as a popularizer of science Tackles Dawkins’ hostile and controversial views on
religion, and examine the religious implications of his scientific ideas including a comprehensive
investigation of the ‘selfish gene’ Written in an accessible and engaging style that will appeal to
anyone interested in better understanding the interplay between science and religion

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Selfish Gene,3/Ed. Richard Dawkins, 2007-03-27

the selfish gene richard dawkins: The Extended Phenotype Richard Dawkins, 1982 People
commonly view evolution as a process of competition between individuals--known as survival of the
fittest--with the individual representing the unit of selection. Richard Dawkins offers a controversial
reinterpretation of that idea in The Extended Phenotype, now being reissued to coincide with the
publication of the second edition of his highly-acclaimed The Selfish Gene. He proposes that we look
at evolution as a battle between genes instead of between whole organisms. We can then view
Nanges in phenotypes--the end products of genes, like eye color or leaf shape, which are usually
considered to increase the fitness of an individual--as serving the evolutionary interests of genes.



Dawkins makes a convincing case that considering one's body, personality, and environment as a
field of combat in a kind of arms race between genes fighting to express themselves on a strand of
DNA can clarify and extend the idea of survival of the fittest. This influential and controversial book
illuminates the complex world of genetics in an engaging, lively manner.
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