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the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for biblical
studies shl resources for biblical study opens the door to a fascinating world of ancient
manuscripts, religious traditions, and textual scholarship. For anyone intrigued by biblical studies,
especially those delving into the complexities of the Old Testament, understanding the Samaritan
Pentateuch is key. This unique version of the Torah offers not only a glimpse into the religious life of
the Samaritan community but also provides critical insights for textual criticism, biblical
interpretation, and the broader history of the Hebrew Bible.

In this article, we’ll explore the origins and history of the Samaritan Pentateuch, why it holds such
significance for biblical scholars, and how resources from the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL)
can deepen your study and appreciation of this ancient text.

What Is the Samaritan Pentateuch?

The Samaritan Pentateuch is a version of the first five books of the Bible—the Torah—preserved and
used by the Samaritan community. Unlike the Masoretic Text, which is the authoritative Hebrew text
for most Jewish traditions, the Samaritan Pentateuch reflects a distinct textual tradition that dates
back thousands of years.

Origins and Background

The origins of the Samaritan Pentateuch are closely tied to the history of the Samaritan people, an
ethnoreligious group residing primarily in the region historically known as Samaria. According to
tradition, the Samaritan community separated from mainstream Judaism sometime after the
Babylonian exile, maintaining their own religious practices and sacred texts. Their version of the
Torah was transmitted in the Samaritan script, which is a variant of the ancient Paleo-Hebrew
alphabet.

Scholars believe the Samaritan Pentateuch diverged from the Jewish Masoretic Text around the 2nd
millennium BCE, though exact dating remains debated. Some textual differences suggest that the
Samaritan Pentateuch preserves some ancient readings closer to the original text, while others
reflect theological adjustments particular to Samaritan beliefs.



Historical Significance of the Samaritan Pentateuch

The history of the Samaritan Pentateuch is not just about a text; it’s about identity, religious conflict,
and survival. The Samaritans consider their Pentateuch to be the authentic and uncorrupted version
of Moses’ law, placing great emphasis on the sanctity of Mount Gerizim as the true holy place, in
contrast to the Jewish focus on Jerusalem.

Textual Variants and Their Importance

One of the most compelling reasons biblical scholars pay close attention to the Samaritan
Pentateuch is its textual variants. Compared to the Masoretic Text, the Samaritan Pentateuch
contains approximately 6,000 differences, many of which are minor spelling or grammatical
changes. However, some variants have significant theological and historical implications.

For example, the Samaritan Pentateuch explicitly mentions Mount Gerizim as the chosen place for
worship, a detail absent in the Masoretic Text. This reflects the Samaritan community’s religious
beliefs and offers scholars insight into the diversity of ancient Israelite religion.

Moreover, some readings in the Samaritan Pentateuch align with the Septuagint (the ancient Greek
translation of the Old Testament) and the Dead Sea Scrolls, highlighting its value in reconstructing
the earliest biblical texts.

The Samaritan Pentateuch and Biblical Textual
Criticism

Biblical textual criticism—the scholarly discipline focused on comparing manuscripts to establish the
most authentic biblical text—finds the Samaritan Pentateuch indispensable. It serves as a critical
early witness to the text of the Pentateuch, especially when used alongside other textual traditions
like the Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and Dead Sea Scrolls.

How the Samaritan Pentateuch Informs Modern Biblical
Scholarship

The variations found in the Samaritan Pentateuch challenge scholars to reconsider assumptions
about the biblical text's transmission and stability. In some cases, the Samaritan readings help
clarify difficult passages or resolve textual ambiguities found in the Masoretic Text.

Studying the Samaritan Pentateuch also enhances understanding of the religious and cultural milieu
of ancient Israel and its neighboring communities. It underscores the diversity of biblical
interpretation and the complex history of scriptural transmission.



SBL Resources for Biblical Study

For those interested in diving deeper into the Samaritan Pentateuch and related topics, the Society
of Biblical Literature offers a wealth of scholarly resources. The SBL’s publications, including critical
editions, commentaries, and journal articles, provide in-depth analyses of the Samaritan
Pentateuch’s textual history and theological implications.

In particular, SBL'’s digital resources and bibliographies can help students and scholars locate
primary texts, translations, and critical studies. Workshops and conferences sponsored by SBL also
facilitate dialogue among experts in biblical studies, textual criticism, and ancient Near Eastern
history.

Understanding the Samaritan Pentateuch Through SBL
Tools

Engaging with the Samaritan Pentateuch is greatly enhanced by using scholarly tools that
contextualize and analyze the text. The SBL’s resources are designed to support this kind of rigorous
study.

Critical Editions and Translations

A critical edition of the Samaritan Pentateuch provides the original text alongside variant readings
and annotations, allowing readers to compare it with the Masoretic Text and other versions. SBL
publications often include such editions, making it easier for students to grasp the text’s nuances.

Reliable translations, often accompanied by commentary, help non-specialists understand the
Samaritan Pentateuch’s unique features and theological emphases.

Academic Journals and Articles

The SBL publishes several leading academic journals where scholars debate and discuss the
Samaritan Pentateuch. Articles analyze everything from linguistic peculiarities and historical context
to its impact on early Judaism and Christianity.

Regularly consulting these journals keeps scholars updated on the latest research, discoveries, and
theoretical approaches.

Workshops and Conferences

Participating in SBL-sponsored events offers opportunities to hear directly from experts and engage
in discussions about the Samaritan Pentateuch. These gatherings often explore broader themes in
biblical textual criticism and ancient Near Eastern studies, enriching one’s understanding of the



text’s place in history.

Why the Samaritan Pentateuch Still Matters Today

In a world where biblical studies constantly evolve through new findings and methodologies, the
Samaritan Pentateuch remains a vital piece of the puzzle. Its preservation by a small but enduring
community highlights how religious texts can survive and adapt through centuries of change.

For students, scholars, and anyone interested in biblical history, the Samaritan Pentateuch offers a
tangible connection to ancient traditions and a unique window into the complexities of scriptural
transmission and interpretation.

Studying this text through the lens of SBL resources not only enriches academic understanding but
also fosters respect for the diverse ways faith and scripture have been preserved throughout history.
Whether you are a seasoned scholar or a curious learner, exploring the Samaritan Pentateuch
invites you to witness the dynamic and multifaceted nature of biblical heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Samaritan Pentateuch and how does it differ from
the Masoretic Text?

The Samaritan Pentateuch is a version of the first five books of the Bible (the Torah) preserved by
the Samaritan community. It differs from the Masoretic Text, which is the authoritative Hebrew text
for Judaism, in various textual variants, including differences in wording, spelling, and some
theological emphases, reflecting the Samaritan community's distinct religious traditions.

Who is the author of 'The Samaritan Pentateuch: An
Introduction to Its Origin, History, and Significance for
Biblical Studies' and what is the focus of the book?

The book is authored by Ronald D. Witherup. It focuses on the origin, historical development, and
the importance of the Samaritan Pentateuch for biblical scholarship, exploring its textual history and
its significance in understanding the transmission and interpretation of the Pentateuch.

Why is the Samaritan Pentateuch important for biblical
studies?

The Samaritan Pentateuch is important because it provides insights into the textual history of the
Pentateuch, showcasing variations that can shed light on the development of biblical texts. It helps
scholars understand the diversity of early biblical traditions and contributes to textual criticism and
the study of ancient Israelite religion.



What are some key historical aspects covered in the study of
the Samaritan Pentateuch?

Key historical aspects include the origins of the Samaritan community, the development of their
religious texts, the relationship between Samaritan and Jewish communities, and how the Samaritan
Pentateuch was preserved and transmitted through history, including its role in religious disputes
and cultural identity.

How does the SBL Resources for Biblical Study series
contribute to the understanding of the Samaritan Pentateuch?

The SBL Resources for Biblical Study series provides scholarly and accessible research tools and
monographs that explore various biblical texts and traditions. By including works like this
introduction to the Samaritan Pentateuch, the series supports in-depth academic study, offering
critical analysis, historical context, and interpretive frameworks valuable for students and scholars.

Can the Samaritan Pentateuch influence modern biblical
translation and interpretation?

Yes, the Samaritan Pentateuch can influence modern biblical translation and interpretation by
offering alternative readings and textual variants that may affect the understanding of certain
passages. Its unique perspectives can help translators and interpreters consider different textual
traditions, contributing to a more nuanced and comprehensive approach to the biblical text.

Additional Resources
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the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for biblical
studies sbl resources for biblical study offers an insightful gateway into one of the most
intriguing textual traditions within biblical scholarship. As a distinctive version of the Pentateuch,
the Samaritan Pentateuch presents a parallel yet divergent narrative from the Masoretic Text,
providing scholars with invaluable perspectives on the transmission, interpretation, and theological
nuances of the Torah. This article explores the origin, history, and scholarly importance of the
Samaritan Pentateuch, emphasizing its role in contemporary biblical studies and highlighting the
array of resources available through the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL).

Understanding the Samaritan Pentateuch: Origins and
Historical Context

The Samaritan Pentateuch is a version of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible—Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—preserved and used by the Samaritan community. Its origins
trace back to ancient Israel, with the Samaritans claiming descent from the northern tribes who
remained in the land after the Assyrian conquest in the 8th century BCE. The text itself is written in



the Samaritan script, a derivative of the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet, distinguishing it visually and
linguistically from the Masoretic Text, the authoritative Hebrew version for Judaism.

Scholars date the Samaritan Pentateuch’s formation to between the 4th century BCE and the early
centuries CE, reflecting a complex process of textual transmission influenced by religious, political,
and cultural factors. The divergence from the Masoretic Text is significant, involving not only
spelling and grammatical variations but also substantive differences in content—such as the
command in the Samaritan version to build an altar on Mount Gerizim, underscoring the Samaritans’
religious identity and theological claims.

The Historical Significance of the Samaritan Community

To fully appreciate the Samaritan Pentateuch, one must contextualize it within the history of the
Samaritan people. Once a prominent group in the ancient Near East, their religious practices and
beliefs diverged from mainstream Judaism, causing centuries of tension and debate. The Samaritan
Pentateuch thus serves as a testament to the religious pluralism in ancient Israel and reflects the
community’s efforts to preserve their unique traditions and scriptural interpretations.

Textual Features and Comparative Analysis

From a textual criticism standpoint, the Samaritan Pentateuch is a critical witness to the early
textual forms of the Pentateuch, often aligning at points with the Septuagint (the ancient Greek
translation) and occasionally with the Dead Sea Scrolls. This alignment positions the Samaritan text
as a vital reference for reconstructing the original wording and understanding the evolution of the
biblical text.

Key Differences Between the Samaritan Pentateuch and the
Masoretic Text

The Samaritan Pentateuch contains thousands of variations compared to the Masoretic Text. Many
are minor orthographic differences, but some have significant theological implications. For example:

e Mount Gerizim vs. Jerusalem: The Samaritan text explicitly commands worship on Mount
Gerizim, contrasting with the Masoretic Text’s emphasis on Jerusalem.

e Chronological and genealogical discrepancies: Some genealogies and timelines differ,
affecting historical interpretation.

e Unique additions and omissions: Certain passages appear only in the Samaritan
Pentateuch or differ in wording, highlighting distinct religious emphases.

These differences make the Samaritan Pentateuch indispensable for comparative biblical studies,



allowing scholars to trace the development of biblical traditions and understand sectarian
perspectives.

Implications for Biblical Scholarship

The Samaritan Pentateuch challenges the assumption of a singular, fixed biblical text in antiquity.
Its study aids scholars in:

e Examining textual fluidity in early Judaism
e Understanding how religious identity shaped scriptural transmission

¢ Reassessing the historical reliability of biblical narratives

¢ Informing modern Bible translations with a broader textual base

SBL Resources for Biblical Study: Tools for Engaging
with the Samaritan Pentateuch

The Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) has been instrumental in providing academic resources to
facilitate rigorous study of the Samaritan Pentateuch. These resources include critical editions,
lexicons, and scholarly articles that shed light on the text’s linguistic, theological, and historical
dimensions.

Critical Editions and Textual Tools

SBL offers access to critical editions of the Samaritan Pentateuch, often accompanied by English
translations and extensive annotations. These editions enable scholars to compare the Samaritan
text with other ancient manuscripts systematically. Additionally, the SBL Handbook of Style and
related guides support precise citation and scholarly communication regarding the Samaritan text.

Digital Resources and Databases

With advancements in digital humanities, SBL has curated online databases and digital corpora that
include high-resolution images of Samaritan manuscripts. These resources facilitate remote study
and textual analysis, encouraging interdisciplinary research that combines paleography, linguistics,
and theology.



Academic Conferences and Publications

The SBL regularly hosts conferences and publishes journals that feature the latest research on the
Samaritan Pentateuch. These platforms provide a forum for scholars to share findings, debate
interpretations, and develop collaborative projects, fostering a dynamic academic community
centered on biblical texts.

The Samaritan Pentateuch’s Role in Modern Biblical
Studies

Today, the Samaritan Pentateuch occupies a significant place in biblical studies, serving as a bridge
between ancient textual traditions and contemporary scholarly inquiry. Its study reveals the plurality
of textual traditions and the ways in which scripture was lived and practiced by diverse
communities.

Researchers increasingly recognize the Samaritan Pentateuch’s value not only for textual criticism
but also for understanding the religious landscape of the ancient Near East. By integrating
Samaritan readings with archaeological data and other textual witnesses, scholars gain a more
nuanced picture of biblical history.

Moreover, the ongoing study of the Samaritan Pentateuch contributes to interfaith dialogue,
enhancing understanding between Jewish and Samaritan communities and enriching the broader
discourse on scriptural interpretation.

The availability of SBL’s resources, from critical editions to digital archives, ensures that the
Samaritan Pentateuch remains accessible and relevant for scholars, theologians, and students alike,
promoting continued exploration of this remarkable textual tradition.

In sum, the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for biblical
studies sbl resources for biblical study underscores a vital facet of biblical scholarship. It invites
ongoing investigation into how ancient communities preserved and interpreted sacred texts,
enriching our understanding of the Bible’s complex textual heritage.

The Samaritan Pentateuch An Introduction To Its Origin

History And Significance For Biblical Studies Sbl Resources
For Biblical Study

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch Robert T. Anderson,
Terry Giles, 2012-10-22 The Samaritan Pentateuch (SP) is the sacred scripture of the Samaritans, a
tenacious religious community made famous by Jesus’ Good Samaritan story that persists to this day.
Not so widely known is the impact of the SP outside the Samaritan community. Recently there has
been a resurgence of interest in this scripture, as evidenced by several translations of the SP as well


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-samaritan-pentateuch-an-introduction-to-its-origin-history-and-significance-for-biblical-studies-sbl-resources-for-biblical-study.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-samaritan-pentateuch-an-introduction-to-its-origin-history-and-significance-for-biblical-studies-sbl-resources-for-biblical-study.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-samaritan-pentateuch-an-introduction-to-its-origin-history-and-significance-for-biblical-studies-sbl-resources-for-biblical-study.pdf

as reference in Qumran scroll studies to the SP or an SP-like tradition in an effort to describe some
of the textual evidence present in the scrolls. This volume presents a general introduction to and
overview of the SP, suitable for a course text and as a reference tool for the professional scholar.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: Early Christian Scripture and the Samaritan
Pentateuch Bradley Marsh Jr., 2024-01-01 No detailed description available for Early Christian
Scripture and the Samaritan Pentateuch.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Woman's Story Caryn A.
Reeder, 2022-02-15 Most Christians are familiar with this picture of the woman at the well: a sinner,
an adulteress, even a prostitute. Exploring the reception history of John 4, Caryn Reeder challenges
common interpretational assumptions about women and sexuality, yielding fresh insights from the
story's original context and offering a bold challenge to teach the Bible in a way that truly values the
voices of women.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Pentateuch Thomas B. Dozeman,
2017-03-17 The Pentateuch is the heart of the Hebrew Bible and the foundational document of
Judaism. It is also the focus of tremendous scholarly debate regarding the complex history of its
composition. This history will be explored along with analysis of the historical background and
ancient Near Eastern parallels for its primeval history, its ancestry narratives and laws, the
theological purposes of its final redaction, and its diverse interpretation in communities today. This
textbook introduces students to the contents of the Torah and orients them to the key interpretive
questions and methods shaping contemporary scholarship, inviting readers into the work of
interpretation today. Pedagogical features include images, maps, timelines, reading lists, and a
glossary.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Conceptual Worlds of the Fourth Gospel
Charles B. Puskas, C. Michael Robbins, 2021-01-08 Over, under, and through John’s story of Jesus
are unforgettable ideas and concepts, profoundly simple and simply profound, for the author’s own
audience and beyond. These ideas did not originate in a vacuum. They have recurred and been
repeated before and after the writing of the Fourth Gospel. For this reason we will examine the
meaning of its words and themes in the context of its Jewish-Greco-Roman milieu. Much of our
intertextual understanding will be derived from alleged parallels that involve comparisons of similar
vocabulary and phrases, as well as parallel concepts and images from the Old Testament, the Dead
Sea Scrolls, Philo, and other relevant writings. Such parallels will help to determine the meaning of
a word or expression, the translation of a particular language, determining any direct influences
upon the Fourth Gospel, parallel traditions, or the influence of its ideas, as a creative and inspiring
work of later antiquity.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Ten Commandments Timothy S. Hogue,
2023-09-28 Presents a new translation, analysis, and history of the Decalogue based on a
comparison to ancient Levantine monuments.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: T&T Clark Encyclopedia of Second Temple
Judaism Volume Two Loren T. Stuckenbruck, Daniel M. Gurtner, 2019-12-26 The T&T Clark
Encyclopedia of Second Temple Judaism provides a comprehensive reference resource of over 600
scholarly articles aimed at scholars and students interested in Judaism of the Second Temple Period.
The two-volume work is split into four parts. Part One offers a prolegomenon for the contemporary
study and appreciation of Second Temple Judaism, locating the discipline in relation to other
relevant fields (such as Hebrew Bible, Rabbinics, Christian Origins). Beginning with a discussion of
terminology, the discussion suggests ways the Second Temple period may be described, and



concludes by noting areas of study that challenge our perception of ancient Judaism. Part Two
presents an overview of respective contexts of the discipline set within the broad framework of
historical chronology corresponding to a set of full-colour, custom-designed maps. With distinct
attention to primary sources, the author traces the development of historical, social, political, and
religious developments from the time period following the exile in the late 6th century B.C.E.
through to the end of the Bar Kokhba revolt (135 C.E.). Part Three focuses specifically on a wide
selection of primary-source literature of Second Temple Judaism, summarizing the content of key
texts, and examining their similarities and differences with other texts of the period. Essays here
include a brief introduction to the work and a summary of its contents, as well as examination of
critical issues such as date, provenance, location, language(s), and interpretative matters. The early
reception history of texts is also considered, and followed by a bibliography specific to that essay.
Numerous high-resolution manuscript images are utilized to illustrate distinct features of the texts.
Part Four addresses topics relevant to the Second Temple Period such as places, practices, historical
figures, concepts, and subjects of scholarly discussion. These are often supplemented by images,
maps, drawings, or diagrams, some of which appear here for the first time. Copiously illustrated,
carefully researched and meticulously referenced, this resource provides a reliable, up-to-date and
complete guide for those studying early Judaism in its literary and historical settings.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: Historisches und biblisches Israel Reinhard
Gregor Kratz, 2013 Spektakulare Textfunde sowie methodische Neuansatze zur Erforschung der
Literatur- und Religionsgeschichte des Alten Testaments haben unser Bild von Israel und dem
antiken Judentum im ersten Jahrtausend v. Chr. auf eine neue Grundlage gestellt. Reinhard Gregor
Kratz bietet drei Uberblicke zu Gebieten, die von diesen Neuerungen in besonderer Weise betroffen
sind: die Geschichte Israels, die Entstehung des Alten Testaments und judische Archive. Wahrend
die Geschichte Israels und Judas den historischen Rahmen absteckt, in dem die biblische Tradition
entstanden ist, widmet sich der dritte Uberblick Orten, an denen judische Handschriften gefunden
wurden (Elephantine, Qumran) oder mit deren Namen sich das Alte Testament verbindet (Garizim,
Jerusalem, Alexandria). Im Zentrum steht die noch ungeloste Frage, unter welchen historischen und
soziologischen Bedingungen die Hebraische Bibel bzw. das Alte Testament zur heiligen Schrift des
Judentums wie des Christentums geworden ist.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Old Testament Law for the Life of the
Church Richard E. Averbeck, 2022-09-06 How does the Old Testament Law fits into the arc of the
Bible, and how it relevant to the church today? Exploring how God intended the Law to work in its
original context as well as the New Testament perspective on the Law, Richard Averbeck argues that
the whole Law applies to Christians—our task is to discern how it applies in the light of Christ.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: Religion Index One , 1983

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch William E. Barton,
2018-09-14 From the introductory. For several years prior to my tour of Palestine in 1902, I had
noted with interest the accounts, in books on biblical antiquities, of the Holy Scroll at Nablus. This
manuscript, containing the Pentateuch, is believed to be the oldest manuscript in existence of any
portion of the Bible. As the priests show it with great reluctance, and are supposed to exhibit it, even
to their own people, only once a year, on the Day of Atonement, I was anxious that they should not
substitute for it, at the time of my visit, the more recent parchment which on ordinary occasions they
display. My friend, Mr. E. K. Warren, chairman of the World's Sunday-school Convention Committee
of Arrangements, had visited Palestine the year before, and had seen the ancient scroll. He gave me
a letter of introduction to the High Priest, written on his business letter-head, which rather
formidable-looking document I found of service on --- my arrival in Nablus....
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biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch William E. Barton,
2019-09-14 From the introductory.For several years prior to my tour of Palestine in 1902, I had
noted with interest the accounts, in books on biblical antiquities, of the Holy Scroll at Nablus. This
manuscript, containing the Pentateuch, is believed to be the oldest manuscript in existence of any
portion of the Bible. As the priests show it with great reluctance, and are supposed to exhibit it, even
to their own people, only once a year, on the Day of Atonement, I was anxious that they should not
substitute for it, at the time of my visit, the more recent parchment which on ordinary occasions they
display. My friend, Mr. E. K. Warren, chairman of the World's Sunday-school Convention Committee
of Arrangements, had visited Palestine the year before, and had seen the ancient scroll. He gave me
a letter of introduction to the High Priest, written on his business letter-head, which rather
formidable-looking document I found of service on --- my arrival in Nablus. As my visit opened
interesting personal relations with the High Priest, and has led me to some subsequent study of the
Samaritans and of their Pentateuch, I shall give somewhat in detail an account of this interesting
people, and of the contribution which their version of the Pentateuch may afford to our knowledge of
the Old Testament. I am the more confident of the timeliness of such an article, because recent
books on textual criticism indicate a revival of interest in the Samaritan version, and also because
popular interest has lately been turned to the discovery of an old Samaritan Pentateuch in
Damascus, which is said to have been written in 735 A.D. This manuscript is reported to be now in
Cairo. I have recently learned that one of the younger priests of the Samaritan synagogue was
imprisoned by the High Priest some months ago, on the suspicion of having stolen and sold an
ancient manuscript from the synagogue there. Some people in Syria believe this newly-discovered
Pentateuch to be the missing codex. This manuscript, if genuine in its date, would be several
hundred years earlier than the oldest Old Testament manuscript in the British Museum; but it is still
quite modern as compared with the Holy Scroll of Nablus, which the Samaritans declare was written
by the grandson of Aaron, and modern scholars believe must be nearly as old as the Christian era....

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: An Introduction to the Study of the Pentateuch
Bradford A. Anderson, Paula Gooder, 2017-02-23 The Pentateuch (or the Torah) consists of the first
five books of the Bible and is a foundational scripture for millions of people, both Jews and
Christians. In this book Paula Gooder and Brad Anderson provide a clear and accessible introduction
for those beginning Bible study. Key themes such as creation and the flood, exodus and liberation, as
well as covenant and law are presented and analyzed. These themes are explored in their ancient
context and from the standpoint of contemporary concerns such as liberation theology, gender
issues and ecology. For this new edition introductory sections on the five books of the Pentateuch
have been expanded and supplemented, while recent developments in the quest for the origins of
the Pentateuch have also been updated. A new chapter on academic approaches to the study of the
Pentateuch has been added, along with a section on the 'afterlife' of the Pentateuch which focuses
on its place in the history of interpretation, as well as in the arts and culture. Reading lists and
references have been updated throughout to take account of the most recent scholarship.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch and the Origin of the
Samaritan Sect James D. Purvis, 2019-11-26 Based on the author's thesis, Harvard, 1962.
Bibliography: p. [130]-142.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch William Eleazar
Barton, 2014-02 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have
occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that
were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this
work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print
as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We
appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy




this valuable book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the
bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure
edition identification: ++++ The Samaritan Pentateuch: The Story Of A Survival Among The Sects
William Eleazar Barton Bibliotheca Sacra Co., 1903 Bible; Samaritans

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch William Eleazar
Barton, 2017-07-18 Excerpt from The Samaritan Pentateuch: The Story of a Survival Among the
Sects Holy Scroll of Nablus, which the Samaritans declare was written by the grandson of Aaron,
and modern scholars believe must be nearly as old as the Christian era. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: The Samaritan Pentateuch: The Story of a
Survival Among the Sects William FEleazar Barton, 2018-11-13 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it.
This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within
the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

the samaritan pentateuch an introduction to its origin history and significance for
biblical studies sbl resources for biblical study: Samaria, Samarians, Samaritans J6zsef
Zsengellér, 2011-10-27 Papers in this volume were presented at the seventh international
conference of the Société d’Etudes Samaritaines held at the Reformed Theological Academy of Pépa,
Hungary in July 17-25, 2008. The discussed Samaritan topics permeate different areas of biblical
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