
the rainbow serpent story for children
The Rainbow Serpent Story for Children: A Magical Journey into Aboriginal
Dreamtime

the rainbow serpent story for children is a wonderful way to introduce young
minds to the rich cultural heritage of Aboriginal Australia. This ancient
tale, passed down through generations, is more than just a story—it's a
powerful legend that explains the origins of the land, the rivers, and the
creatures that inhabit it. Sharing this story with children not only sparks
their imagination but also nurtures respect for nature and diverse cultures.

The rainbow serpent is a central figure in Aboriginal Dreamtime stories,
often described as a giant snake adorned with shimmering colors like those of
a rainbow. This mythical creature is said to have created the landscape,
shaping mountains, valleys, and waterways as it moved across the earth. The
story captures the awe and mystery of the natural world in a way that
resonates with children, making it an ideal tale for storytelling sessions or
educational activities.

The Origins of the Rainbow Serpent Story for
Children

The rainbow serpent story is one of the oldest and most widespread stories in
Aboriginal mythology. It exists in many variations across different
Aboriginal groups in Australia, each adding unique elements that reflect the
local environment and beliefs. At its core, the story celebrates creation,
life, and the connection between humans and nature.

For children, understanding the origins of this story helps them appreciate
the importance of storytelling in preserving culture. Aboriginal Dreamtime
stories are not just entertainment; they teach values, explain natural
phenomena, and pass on essential knowledge about living in harmony with the
land.

Why the Rainbow Serpent is Important in Aboriginal
Culture

The rainbow serpent symbolizes much more than a creature; it represents the
life-giving force of water, fertility, and the cycles of nature. In many
Aboriginal communities, waterholes and rivers are believed to be the resting
places of the rainbow serpent, making it a guardian of these vital resources.

Teaching children about this helps them learn about the significance of water



conservation and respecting nature. The story instills a sense of
responsibility and wonder, encouraging kids to see the environment as a
living, breathing system that needs care and protection.

Telling the Rainbow Serpent Story for Children

When sharing the rainbow serpent story with children, it’s important to keep
it engaging and accessible. Using simple language, vivid descriptions, and
interactive elements can bring the tale to life. Here are some tips for
telling the story effectively:

Use Visual Aids: Bright illustrations or colorful props can capture
children’s attention and help them visualize the rainbow serpent’s
dazzling scales and the landscapes it created.

Incorporate Sounds and Movements: Mimicking the serpent’s slithering or
the sounds of flowing water can make the story more immersive and
memorable.

Ask Questions: Engage children by asking what they think will happen
next or how they imagine the rainbow serpent’s colors.

Relate to Nature: Take the opportunity to connect the story to real-life
river systems, rainbows, and snakes, encouraging outdoor exploration.

This approach not only makes the storytelling session fun but also deepens
children's understanding of Aboriginal culture and the natural world.

Simple Versions of the Rainbow Serpent Story for
Young Children

Adapting the story for different age groups can make it more relatable. For
younger kids, focus on the magical aspects of the rainbow serpent creating
rivers and hills, emphasizing colors and movement. For older children, you
can include themes of respect for nature, the importance of water, and the
lessons the serpent teaches about sharing and caring.

Here’s a brief, child-friendly version:

> Long ago, before the world was as we know it, the land was flat and empty.
Then, the rainbow serpent woke up and started to move across the earth. As it
slithered, it made deep valleys and tall mountains. When it dipped into the
ground, water flowed out, creating rivers and lakes. The rainbow serpent’s
colorful body sparkled in the sunlight, painting the sky with beautiful



rainbows. Thanks to the rainbow serpent, our world became full of life and
color.

Learning Through the Rainbow Serpent Story

The rainbow serpent story is an excellent tool for teaching children about
the environment, culture, and storytelling traditions. It encourages
curiosity about nature’s mysteries and promotes inclusiveness by introducing
Aboriginal perspectives.

Educational Benefits of Sharing Aboriginal Dreamtime
Stories

Including the rainbow serpent story in education nurtures:

Cultural Awareness: Children learn to appreciate Aboriginal heritage and
the significance of oral storytelling traditions.

Environmental Stewardship: The story’s connection to water and land
fosters respect for natural resources.

Creative Thinking: Imagining the rainbow serpent’s journey inspires
creativity and imagination.

Communication Skills: Retelling or dramatizing the story improves
language and storytelling abilities.

Teachers and parents can use this story as a starting point for discussions,
art projects, or nature walks, making learning interactive and meaningful.

How to Respectfully Share Aboriginal Stories

When sharing the rainbow serpent story for children, it’s important to
approach it with respect and sensitivity. Aboriginal stories are sacred and
hold deep cultural significance. Here are some tips:

Ensure the version you share is appropriate and sourced from reliable
materials or Aboriginal storytellers.

Acknowledge the traditional custodians of the story and the land it
comes from.



Encourage children to understand that Dreamtime stories are part of
living cultures still practiced today.

By doing this, children gain not only knowledge but also respect for
Indigenous peoples and their traditions.

Bringing the Rainbow Serpent Story to Life at
Home or School

There are many creative ways to explore the rainbow serpent story beyond just
telling it aloud. Hands-on activities can deepen children’s connection to the
story and its lessons.

Crafts and Activities Inspired by the Rainbow
Serpent

Rainbow Serpent Art: Using paints, colored paper, or clay, children can
create their own colorful serpents, learning about patterns and colors.

Story Mapping: Draw maps depicting the serpent’s journey, including
rivers, mountains, and lakes it created.

Nature Exploration: Visit local waterholes or parks to observe natural
features, linking them back to the story’s themes.

Music and Movement: Compose simple songs or dances that mimic the
serpent’s movements and the sounds of water.

These activities encourage children to engage multiple senses and express
their understanding creatively.

Books and Resources for Sharing the Rainbow Serpent
Story

There are many beautifully illustrated children’s books and educational
resources that tell the rainbow serpent story in accessible ways. Some
notable examples include:



The Rainbow Serpent by Dick Roughsey – A classic retelling with vibrant
illustrations.

How the Rainbow Serpent Got Its Colors – A simplified version for
younger readers.

Interactive apps and websites offering Aboriginal stories with audio
narration and animations.

Using diverse resources helps cater to different learning styles and keeps
children engaged.

---

The rainbow serpent story for children opens a door to a fascinating world
where myth and nature intertwine. It’s a timeless tale that not only
entertains but also teaches valuable lessons about respect, creation, and the
beauty of the natural world. By sharing this story thoughtfully and
creatively, we can inspire young hearts to cherish both culture and
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rainbow Serpent story about?
The Rainbow Serpent story is an Aboriginal Australian Dreamtime tale that
explains the creation of the land, rivers, and life. It tells how the Rainbow
Serpent shaped the landscape and brought water to the earth.

Why is the Rainbow Serpent important in Aboriginal
culture?
The Rainbow Serpent is a powerful creator being in Aboriginal culture,
symbolizing life, fertility, and the connection between people and nature. It
teaches respect for the environment and the importance of water.

How can children learn from the Rainbow Serpent
story?
Children can learn about the importance of nature, the environment, and
Aboriginal traditions. The story also encourages respect for animals and the
land, emphasizing harmony and care for the world around us.



Is the Rainbow Serpent story the same across all
Aboriginal groups?
No, the Rainbow Serpent story varies among different Aboriginal groups. Each
community has its own version and unique details, reflecting their specific
cultural beliefs and environment.

What lessons does the Rainbow Serpent story teach
children?
The story teaches lessons about creation, respect for nature, the importance
of water, and living in balance with the environment. It also highlights the
value of storytelling and cultural heritage.

Can the Rainbow Serpent story be used in schools?
Yes, the Rainbow Serpent story is often used in schools to teach children
about Aboriginal culture, storytelling traditions, and environmental
awareness in an engaging and meaningful way.

Are there books or resources for children about the
Rainbow Serpent?
Yes, there are many children's books and educational resources that retell
the Rainbow Serpent story in simple language with colorful illustrations,
suitable for young readers.

What role does the Rainbow Serpent play in nature
according to the story?
In the story, the Rainbow Serpent is responsible for creating rivers,
mountains, and lakes. It controls water sources and ensures the survival of
plants and animals, symbolizing the life-giving power of water.

How can parents share the Rainbow Serpent story with
their children?
Parents can share the story through reading picture books, telling the tale
in their own words, watching animated versions, or exploring Aboriginal art
inspired by the Rainbow Serpent, making it a fun and educational experience.

Additional Resources
The Rainbow Serpent Story for Children: Exploring an Ancient Myth Through a
Modern Lens



the rainbow serpent story for children offers a unique window into one of the
most enduring and significant myths from Indigenous Australian cultures. This
story, rich in symbolism and cultural importance, has been adapted and retold
in various forms to make it accessible to younger audiences while preserving
the essence of its original message. Understanding the rainbow serpent tale
for children not only introduces them to Indigenous storytelling traditions
but also fosters respect and curiosity about ancient mythologies and the
natural world.

The Cultural Significance of the Rainbow
Serpent Story

The rainbow serpent is a foundational figure in many Aboriginal Australian
cultures, often depicted as a powerful creator deity responsible for shaping
the landscape, controlling water sources, and maintaining harmony in nature.
The story's prevalence across different Indigenous groups highlights its
importance as a shared cultural narrative.

When presented to children, the rainbow serpent story serves multiple
purposes. It acts as a conduit for cultural education, environmental
awareness, and moral lessons. The serpent’s association with water and rain
emphasizes the importance of natural resources, a lesson that resonates
universally, especially in the context of climate change and conservation
efforts.

Key Elements of the Rainbow Serpent Story for
Children

Several features distinguish the rainbow serpent story when adapted for a
younger audience:

Simplified Narrative: The complex themes of creation, spirituality, and
law are distilled into engaging tales that children can grasp without
losing their depth.

Visual Imagery: Bright, colorful illustrations often accompany the
story, capturing the serpent’s vibrant, rainbow-like appearance and the
dramatic landscapes it created.

Moral and Educational Messages: The story typically emphasizes respect
for the environment, the importance of community, and understanding
consequences, which are pivotal lessons for children.



By incorporating these elements, storytellers and educators ensure that the
narrative remains accessible and meaningful.

How the Rainbow Serpent Story Compares to Other
Creation Myths

Creation myths worldwide often share thematic similarities, including the
role of serpentine or dragon-like creatures. The rainbow serpent story for
children can be compared with myths such as the Chinese dragon or the Norse
Jörmungandr to highlight universal motifs.

Where many cultures portray serpents as symbols of chaos or evil, the rainbow
serpent uniquely embodies creation, life-giving forces, and balance. This
positive portrayal provides children with a refreshing perspective on
serpentine creatures, challenging common Western stereotypes.

Furthermore, while many creation myths are heavily anthropocentric, focusing
primarily on human origins, the rainbow serpent story integrates humans,
animals, landforms, and weather patterns into a cohesive ecological
narrative. This holistic approach can deepen children's appreciation of
interconnectedness in nature.

Adapting the Rainbow Serpent Story for Educational
Settings

Teachers and parents aiming to introduce Indigenous myths like the rainbow
serpent story for children must navigate cultural sensitivity alongside
educational objectives. Here are some strategies that enhance learning
outcomes:

Engage with Authentic Sources: Utilize books and materials created by1.
Indigenous authors and artists to ensure cultural accuracy and respect.

Contextualize the Story: Provide background on Aboriginal cultures and2.
the significance of oral storytelling traditions.

Encourage Interactive Learning: Activities such as art projects,3.
storytelling sessions, and nature walks can bring the story’s themes to
life.

Promote Critical Thinking: Discuss the symbolism and encourage children4.
to draw parallels with their own experiences and cultures.



These approaches not only enrich understanding but also foster inclusive
attitudes toward diverse cultural narratives.

Challenges and Considerations in Presenting the
Rainbow Serpent Story to Children

While the rainbow serpent story offers valuable lessons, there are inherent
challenges in presenting it appropriately to young audiences.

Cultural Sensitivity and Appropriation

One significant concern is the risk of cultural appropriation or
misrepresentation. The rainbow serpent is sacred in many Aboriginal
communities, and its stories are traditionally passed down through specific
cultural protocols. Simplifying or commercializing the story without proper
respect can lead to loss of meaning and offend Indigenous peoples.

Balancing Myth and Reality

Another challenge lies in balancing mythological elements with factual
information. Children’s literature that includes the rainbow serpent may need
to clarify that, while the story is culturally and spiritually significant,
it is a myth rather than a scientific account. This distinction helps develop
critical thinking without diminishing cultural value.

Age-Appropriate Content

Some versions of the rainbow serpent story include themes of conflict,
creation, and punishment that may be intense for very young children.
Adapting the story to highlight positive and educational aspects without
oversimplifying is crucial for age-appropriate storytelling.

The Rainbow Serpent Story in Contemporary
Children’s Literature

Over recent decades, the rainbow serpent story for children has gained
prominence in books, educational programs, and multimedia resources. Notable
publications often blend traditional narrative with modern artistic
interpretations, making the story more relatable to today’s youth.



Authors and illustrators frequently emphasize:

Environmental Stewardship: Linking the serpent’s control over water and
land to messages about preserving nature.

Diversity and Inclusion: Celebrating Indigenous cultures and promoting
cross-cultural understanding.

Interactive Storytelling: Incorporating songs, dances, and crafts that
engage multiple senses.

Such contemporary adaptations demonstrate the story’s enduring relevance and
adaptability.

Examples of Popular Children’s Books Featuring the
Rainbow Serpent

Several acclaimed children’s books have successfully introduced the rainbow
serpent story to young readers, including:

The Rainbow Serpent by Dick Roughsey – A classic retelling by an1.
Indigenous Australian author, widely praised for authenticity.

Rainbow Serpent by Pamela Lofts – Known for its vivid illustrations and2.
simple language suitable for younger children.

How the Rainbow Serpent Got Its Colours by Tony Davis – An engaging3.
story that explores the serpent’s vibrant appearance and creative
powers.

These books often serve as staple resources in classrooms and libraries
aiming to diversify their collections.

Implications for Cultural Education and
Environmental Awareness

The rainbow serpent story for children is more than an entertaining tale; it
is a medium that bridges cultural heritage with contemporary educational
goals. Its integration in curricula can contribute to:



Promoting Indigenous Voices: Amplifying Aboriginal perspectives and
histories in mainstream education.

Enhancing Environmental Literacy: Instilling respect for water sources,
land, and biodiversity.

Fostering Empathy and Diversity Awareness: Encouraging children to
appreciate cultural differences and shared humanity.

As global education increasingly values inclusivity and sustainability,
stories like that of the rainbow serpent become invaluable tools.

The rainbow serpent story for children remains a compelling example of how
ancient myths can be thoughtfully adapted to nurture imagination, respect,
and knowledge in young minds. Its continued presence in literature and
education reinforces the timeless power of storytelling to connect
generations and cultures alike.

The Rainbow Serpent Story For Children

  the rainbow serpent story for children: Legend Into Language Moira Andrew, 1998 Artwork
and language activities for five to eleven year-olds based on myths and legends from nine different
countries - Africa, Australia, China, England, Greece, India, North America, Scotland and Wales.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Understanding Myths and Legends Karen
Moncrieffe, 2015-12-03 Understanding Myths and Legends contains 27 stories from different
countries around the World, ranging from Perseus and Medusa from Ancient Greece to an Indian
legend on how the Peacock got his glorious feathers. These exciting stories are full of fearsome
monsters, brave heroes and magical happenings, and will appeal to both girls and boys.
Understanding Myths and Legends is a flexible resource that can be used to support topic work in
history and RE or used as part of a unit of work in literacy. The stories and activities are ideal for
use in guided reading sessions. To enable teachers to make the most of each story, they are
accompanied by: background information to enable teachers to place the story confidently in
context; differentiated reading tasks, using a variety of question styles, to help improve children's
reading and comprehension skills; speaking and listening activities to deepen children's insight into
the stories and encourage engagement; cross-curricular follow-up ideas, enabling you to extend the
story further. Myths and legends are not only excellent stories. They also help children to gain a true
understanding of life in ancient times and improve their understanding of other people, cultures and
places, making them an essential part of the primary curriculum.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: School’s Out, Learning’s In: Home-Learning
Activities to Keep Children Engaged, Curious, and Thoughtful Jill Nottingham, Carmen Bergmann,
James Nottingham, 2021-07-27 This book is an accessible guide to helping boost your child’s
language, curiosity, and problem-solving abilities outside of the classroom. Packed full of learning
activities for children and teaching advice for parents, this book is specifically designed to support
parents engaging your children in thought-provoking conversations and problem-solving strategies.
Divided into two parts, the authors first guide readers through Learning Pit theory, then present a
range of lesson suggestions and useful resources for parents to draw on. This book will give you:

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-rainbow-serpent-story-for-children.pdf


ideas for learning with friends and family tools to ensure your children make the most of the
feedback resource cards and practical suggestions with each activity confidence in your ability to
impact your child’s learning The perfect resource for parents supporting learning outside of school,
School’s Out, Learning’s In will help you to boost your child’s language, curiosity, and
problem-solving abilities.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Rainbow Serpent Ira R. Buchler, Kenneth
Maddock, 2011-06-01 No detailed description available for The Rainbow Serpent.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Crystallizing Teacher Craig Wood, 2024-05-31
This book advocates for teacher professional development done differently. The author introduces a
process described as ‘crystallizing conscientização’, which restores agency to teachers. Looking
beyond incremental improvements in teacher micro-skills promoted by neo-managerial approaches
to professional development, the book considers the wider impact of teachers’ personal, professional
and political identities on their work. This critical reflective practice combines crystallization as
method with Freirean principles of conscientização, asking questions that reveal the impact of
whiteness in schools and the role that education performs in replicating whiteness and perpetuating
injustice. The book will appeal to academics in the diverse fields of sociology of education, critical
race theory, critical whiteness studies, curriculum and pedagogy and teachers’ work, as well as
providers of initial teacher education programs and pre-service teachers.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Books in the Life of a Child Maurice Saxby,
1997-10-15 Books in the Life of a Child explores the value of books and reading in the stimulation of
children's imagination and their fundamental importance in the development of language and true
literacy. It examines not only the vast range of children's books available but also how to introduce
young people to the joys of reading in the home, the school and in the community. The book has
been written as a resource for all adults, especially teachers, student teachers, librarians and
parents, and those who care about the value of literature for children. It is a comprehensive and
critical guide, with chapters on the history of children's literature and an analysis of its many forms
and genres, from poetry, fairytale, myth, legend and fantasy, through realistic and historical fiction,
to humour, pulp fiction and information books.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Folktales and Fairy Tales Anne E. Duggan Ph.D.,
Donald Haase Ph.D., Helen J. Callow, 2016-02-12 Encyclopedic in its coverage, this one-of-a-kind
reference is ideal for students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date information on folk
and fairy tales, past and present. Folktales and fairy tales have long played an important role in
cultures around the world. They pass customs and lore from generation to generation, provide
insights into the peoples who created them, and offer inspiration to creative artists working in media
that now include television, film, manga, photography, and computer games. This second, expanded
edition of an award-winning reference will help students and teachers as well as storytellers,
writers, and creative artists delve into this enchanting world and keep pace with its past and its
many new facets. Alphabetically organized and global in scope, the work is the only multivolume
reference in English to offer encyclopedic coverage of this subject matter. The four-volume
collection covers national, cultural, regional, and linguistic traditions from around the world as well
as motifs, themes, characters, and tale types. Writers and illustrators are included as are filmmakers
and composers—and, of course, the tales themselves. The expert entries within volumes 1 through 3
are based on the latest research and developments while the contents of volume 4 comprises tales
and texts. While most books either present readers with tales from certain countries or cultures or
with thematic entries, this encyclopedia stands alone in that it does both, making it a truly unique,
one-stop resource.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature
Daniel Hahn, Michael Morpurgo, 2015 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile
periods in the history of children's books. A fascinating reference guide to the world of children's
literature, this volume covers every genre from fairy tales to chapbooks; school stories to science
fiction; comics to children's hymns



  the rainbow serpent story for children: Creative Play with Children at Risk Sue Jennings,
2017-06-14 Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -- Author's acknowledgements --
Introduction -- Chapter 1 Practical play and drama -- Chapter 2 Play and attachment -- Chapter 3
Sand play: sensory play and messy play -- Chapter 4 Movement, dance and games -- Chapter 5
Projective play and calming methods -- Chapter 6 Learning to fly and keeping safe -- Chapter 7
Dramatic play, roles and drama -- Chapter 8 Masks and puppets -- Appendix 1 Assessment --
Appendix 2 Play outdoors -- Appendix 3 Messy play recipes -- References and further reading
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Rainbow Serpent Dick Roughsey, 1975-01-01
Recounts the aborigine story of creation featuring Goorialla, the great Rainbow Serpent.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Mangrove Sands, the Enchanted Seaworld and
Beyond L. J. Nilsson, 2022-05-31 This book is a sequel to Mangrove Sands. It aims to inspire and
educate children who, either by fate or disability, have difficult starts in life. Each chapter provides a
human life lesson including; learning about other cultures, taking responsibility, how to handle
bullies, encouraging goals, environmental awareness, friendship, and human qualities. Based on an
island in South East Queensland, Australia, four children who have difficult starts in life are chosen
by Parlow the pelican to experience a better life in the Enchanted Sea World. A magical ingot and
tunnel is the only way into this magical world beneath mangrove sands where the children are
mentored by Dugong tutors and experience many exciting adventures with their talking animal
friends. In this series, the adventures continue when the children learn about a new culture after
meeting a 10-year-old Aboriginal girl, Wanjee, who is chosen to join them in the Enchanted Sea
World away from her horrid alcoholic foster parents. The children learn of a new language, symbolic
art, dreamtime stories and bush medicine. Amidst playing didgeridoos, throwing boomerangs, flying
on swings attached to whistling kites, the children escape bushfires and meet Toddalick, a giant
green healing frog who takes the children on the ride of their lives to help stop an environmental
disaster. Mangrove Sands, the Enchanted Seaworld and Beyond is full of enchanting adventures, life
lessons and magical moments. It aims to provide hope, inspiration, respect and education of other
cultures to children around the globe.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Routledge Companion to International Children's
Literature John Stephens, 2017-09-11 Demonstrating the aesthetic, cultural, political and intellectual
diversity of children’s literature across the globe, The Routledge Companion to International
Children’s Literature is the first volume of its kind to focus on the undervisited regions of the world.
With particular focus on Asia, Africa and Latin America, the collection raises awareness of children’s
literature and related media as they exist in large regions of the world to which ‘mainstream’
European and North American scholarship pays very little attention. Sections cover: • Concepts and
theories • Historical contexts and national identity • Cultural forms and children’s texts • Traditional
story and adaptation • Picture books across the majority world • Trends in children’s and young
adult literatures. Exposition of the literary, cultural and historical contexts in which children’s
literature is produced, together with an exploration of intersections between these literatures and
more extensively researched areas, will enhance access and understanding for a large range of
international readers. The essays offer an ideal introduction for those newly approaching literature
for children in specific areas, looking for new insights and interdisciplinary perspectives, or
interested in directions for future scholarship.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Creativity and Children's Literature Marianne
Saccardi, 2014-07-31 Today's students need to be able to do more than score well on tests—they
must be creative thinkers and problem solvers. The tools in this book will help teachers and parents
start students on the path to becoming innovative, successful individuals in the 21st century
workforce. The children in classrooms today will soon become adult members of society: they will
need to apply divergent thinking skills to be effective in all aspects of their lives, regardless of their
specific occupation. How well your students meet complicated challenges and take advantage of the
opportunities before them decades down the road will depend largely upon the kind of thinking they
are trained and encouraged to do today. This book provides a game plan for busy librarians and



teachers to develop their students' abilities to arrive at new ideas by utilizing children's books at
hand. Following an introduction in which the author defines divergent thinking, discusses its
characteristics, and establishes its vital importance, chapters dedicated to types of literature for
children such as fantasy, poetry, and non-fiction present specific titles and relevant activities geared
to fostering divergent thinking in young minds. Parents will find the recommendations of the kinds
of books to read with their children and explanations of how to engage their children in
conversations that will help their creative thinking skills extremely beneficial. The book also includes
a case study of a fourth-grade class that applied the principles of divergent thinking to imagine
innovative designs and come up with new ideas while studying a social studies/science unit on
ecology.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Revenant Ecologies Audra Mitchell, 2024-01-16
Engaging a broad spectrum of ecological thought to articulate the ethical scale of global extinction
As global rates of plant and animal extinctions mount, anxieties about the future of the earth’s
ecosystems are fueling ever more ambitious efforts at conservation, which draw on Western
scientific principles to manage species and biodiversity. In Revenant Ecologies, Audra Mitchell
argues that these responses not only ignore but also magnify powerful forms of structural violence
like colonialism, racism, genocide, extractivism, ableism, and heteronormativity, ultimately
contributing to the destruction of unique life forms and ecosystems. Critiquing the Western
discourse of global extinction and biodiversity through the lens of diverse Indigenous philosophies
and other marginalized knowledge systems, Revenant Ecologies promotes new ways of articulating
the ethical enormity of global extinction. Mitchell offers an ambitious
framework—(bio)plurality—that focuses on nurturing unique, irreplaceable worlds, relations, and
ecosystems, aiming to transform global ecological–political relations, including through processes of
land return and critically confronting discourses on “human extinction.” Highlighting the deep
violence that underpins ideas of “extinction,” “conservation,” and “biodiversity,” Revenant Ecologies
fuses political ecology, global ethics, and violence studies to offer concrete, practical alternatives. It
also foregrounds the ways that multi-life-form worlds are actively defying the forms of violence that
drive extinction—and that shape global efforts to manage it. Retail e-book files for this title are
screen-reader friendly with images accompanied by short alt text and/or extended descriptions.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Plain and Ordinary Things Deborah Anne Dooley,
1995-01-01 This book is about women's exploration of the relations between their private and public
selves--it examines the voices with which women speak to their students, their colleagues, and
themselves. The major audience is women interested in women's identity and identity construction
as well as writing.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Teaching Aboriginal Studies Rhonda Craven,
2020-07-23 Teaching Aboriginal Studies has been a practical guide for classroom teachers in
primary and secondary schools, as well as student teachers, across Australia. Chapters on Aboriginal
history and culture, stereotypes and racism, government policies and reconciliation provide essential
knowledge for integrating Aboriginal history and culture, issues and perspectives across the
curriculum. This second edition of Teaching Aboriginal Studies encompasses developments over the
past decade in Aboriginal affairs, Aboriginal education and research. It features a wide range of
valuable teaching sources including poetry, images, oral histories, media, and government reports.
There are also strategies for teaching Aboriginal Studies in different contexts and the latest research
findings. The text is lavishly illustrated with photographs, posters, paintings, prints, ads and
cartoons. Teaching Aboriginal Studies is the product of consultation and collaboration across
Australia. Remarkable educators and achievers, both Aboriginal and other Australians, tell what
teachers need to know and do to help Aboriginal students reach their potential, educate all students
about Aboriginal Australia and make this country all that we can be. 'The importance of this book
cannot be overestimated. We have been insisting for years that pre-service teachers be required to
learn about Aboriginal history, culture and identity, and that it be regarded as integral to qualifying
for their education degrees.' Lionel Bamblett, General Manager, Victorian Aboriginal Education



Association Inc.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Mothers at the Margins Jenny Jones, Marie Porter,
Lisa Raith, 2015-06-18 In the last two decades, maternal scholarship has grown exponentially.
Despite this, however, there are still numerous areas which remain under-researched, one of which
is the experiences of marginalised mothers. Far from being a sentimental, feel-good account of
mothering, this collection speaks with the voices of mothers through the application of a
matricentric lens. In particular, it speaks with the voices of those mothers who feel alienated or
stigmatised; mothers who have been rendered ...
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Catalogue of Books in the Children's Department of
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 1909
  the rainbow serpent story for children: Tales from Around the Fire Isoken Gaius,
2024-10-30 Tales from Around the Fire: An Anthology of Multicultural Stories for Children Ages 6-10
Tales from Around the Fire: An Anthology of Multicultural Stories for Children Ages 6-10 is a
heartwarming collection of folktales and legends from across the globe, crafted to inspire young
minds and broaden their cultural horizons. Perfect for bedtime or storytime, this beautifully
illustrated anthology introduces children to timeless tales that celebrate the values of kindness,
courage, friendship, and respect. Each story in Tales from Around the Fire transports young readers
to a different part of the world—whether it’s a magical forest in West Africa, a serene mountain
village in Korea, or a bustling town in Brazil. Children will meet memorable characters such as
clever animals, brave heroes, and wise elders, each with unique lessons to share. Through these
tales, kids learn that although we come from different places, our values and dreams often connect
us. Inside This Book: Engaging Stories from Diverse Cultures: With carefully selected tales from
Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas, and beyond, each story offers a window into the traditions and
folklore of another culture. Beautiful Illustrations: Each tale is brought to life with captivating
illustrations that enhance the reading experience and spark the imagination. Meaningful Lessons:
With themes of empathy, resilience, and integrity, these stories encourage children to develop
strong values and appreciate diversity. Fun, Interactive Elements: Special activities invite young
readers to reflect on the stories, draw their favorite characters, or even share a tale with family and
friends. Ideal for children ages 6-10, Tales from Around the Fire is a wonderful way to introduce kids
to the rich tapestry of world cultures, offering both entertainment and education in every chapter.
This anthology will surely become a cherished addition to any young reader’s bookshelf. Discover
the magic of storytelling from cultures around the world and let Tales from Around the Fire ignite a
love of reading and learning in your child.
  the rainbow serpent story for children: The Oxford Companion to Australian Children's
Literature Stella Lees, Pam Macintyre, 1993 Arranged alphabetically, The Oxford Companion to
Australian Children's Literature contains 1600 entries covering authors, publishers, illustrators,
famous characters, events, institutions, and awards--from Ned Kelly and the Eureka Stockade to
Australian comics and the work of Evelyn Goode. The book is an invaluable resource for anyone
interested in children's literature or Australian culture.
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