
the literature of the harlem renaissance
The Literature of the Harlem Renaissance: A Celebration of Black Voices and Creativity

the literature of the harlem renaissance marks one of the most vibrant and transformative
periods in American cultural history. Emerging during the 1920s and 1930s, this literary movement
was a powerful expression of African American identity, creativity, and social consciousness. The
Harlem Renaissance was not just a literary awakening; it was a profound assertion of black pride,
artistic freedom, and intellectual exploration during a time when racial segregation and
discrimination were deeply entrenched in American society. Delving into this era reveals a rich
tapestry of poetry, novels, essays, and plays that continue to resonate with readers and scholars
alike.

Understanding the Harlem Renaissance

The Harlem Renaissance was centered in Harlem, New York City, which became a cultural hub for
African Americans migrating from the South in search of better opportunities. This migration
brought together a diverse community of artists, writers, musicians, and thinkers who sought to
redefine African American identity through art and literature. The literature of the Harlem
Renaissance reflected themes of racial pride, resistance to oppression, and the quest for equality,
often intertwining personal experience with broader social commentary.

The Social and Historical Context

The early 20th century was a time of great upheaval and change for African Americans. The Great
Migration saw millions relocate from the rural South to urban centers in the North, including
Harlem. This demographic shift facilitated a new cultural consciousness. The aftermath of World
War I, the rise of Jim Crow laws, and the struggle against systemic racism deeply influenced the
writers of the Harlem Renaissance. Their works challenged prevailing stereotypes and demanded
recognition of Black humanity and intellectual achievement.

Key Themes in the Literature of the Harlem
Renaissance

Literature from this period is rich with recurring themes that explore the complexities of African
American life. These themes allow readers to gain insight into the personal and collective struggles
of Black Americans during the early 20th century.

Racial Identity and Pride

One of the defining elements of Harlem Renaissance literature is the celebration of Black identity.



Writers refused to accept the limited and often derogatory portrayals of African Americans pervasive
in mainstream culture. Instead, they highlighted the beauty, strength, and dignity of their heritage.
This pride was a form of resistance against racism and an affirmation of self-worth.

Resistance to Oppression and Injustice

Many works tackled the harsh realities of racial discrimination, segregation, and violence. Literature
became a tool for social critique, exposing the injustices faced by African Americans and calling for
change. The literature of the Harlem Renaissance often conveyed the urgency of the civil rights
struggle long before the movement officially began.

The Search for Equality and Freedom

Writers frequently explored the tension between African Americans’ aspirations for full citizenship
and the limitations imposed by a segregated society. The literature reflects a yearning for true
freedom—political, social, and artistic—that would allow Black individuals to live without fear or
constraint.

Prominent Figures and Their Contributions

The Harlem Renaissance produced a remarkable roster of literary talents whose works remain
influential today. Their writings not only enriched American literature but also gave voice to a
generation of African Americans striving for recognition.

Langston Hughes: The Voice of the People

Langston Hughes is perhaps the most celebrated poet of the Harlem Renaissance. His poetry
captures the joys, sorrows, and resilience of Black life with an accessible yet profound style. Works
like “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” and “Montage of a Dream Deferred” embody the spirit of the era,
blending jazz rhythms with poignant social observation.

Zora Neale Hurston: Folklore and Feminism

Zora Neale Hurston brought a unique perspective by incorporating African American folklore and
oral traditions into her writing. Her novel *Their Eyes Were Watching God* is a landmark work that
explores themes of female empowerment, self-discovery, and cultural heritage.

Claude McKay: The Radical Poet



Claude McKay’s poetry is notable for its militant tone and call for racial justice. His poem “If We
Must Die” became an anthem of resistance, urging African Americans to stand firm against
oppression. McKay’s work reflects the tension between assimilation and cultural pride that many
Black artists grappled with.

The Impact of Harlem Renaissance Literature on
American Culture

The literature of the Harlem Renaissance had a profound and lasting influence on both American
literature and society. It reshaped how African Americans were depicted and how they viewed
themselves, setting the stage for future generations of writers and civil rights activists.

Breaking Stereotypes and Challenging Prejudices

Before the Harlem Renaissance, African Americans were often portrayed in literature through
narrow, stereotypical lenses. The writers of this movement dismantled these caricatures by
presenting nuanced, multifaceted characters who displayed complexity, intelligence, and humanity.
This shift helped to broaden the understanding of Black experiences and challenge racist attitudes.

Inspiring Future Literary Movements

The Harlem Renaissance created a foundation for later African American literary movements, such
as the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s and contemporary Black literature. The emphasis on
cultural pride, social justice, and artistic innovation found in Harlem Renaissance works continues to
inspire writers today.

Cross-Disciplinary Influence

The impact of Harlem Renaissance literature extends beyond books and poetry. It influenced music,
theater, and visual arts, creating a holistic cultural renaissance. Jazz and blues music, for example,
are often intertwined with the literary themes of the time, enriching the artistic expression of Black
identity.

Exploring Harlem Renaissance Literature Today

For readers and students, engaging with the literature of the Harlem Renaissance offers not only
historical insight but also timeless reflections on identity, resilience, and creativity. Here are some
tips for diving deep into this rich literary era:



Read widely: Explore poetry, novels, essays, and plays by various authors to get a full picture
of the movement’s diversity.

Contextualize historically: Understanding the social and political backdrop enhances
appreciation of the themes and messages.

Listen to related music: Jazz and blues from the era provide a sonic window into the cultural
atmosphere that shaped the literature.

Look for modern connections: Consider how the issues addressed during the Harlem
Renaissance continue to resonate in today’s discussions about race and equality.

Immersing yourself in the literature of the Harlem Renaissance reveals a world of creativity and
courage. It’s a testament to the power of storytelling to inspire change and celebrate the richness of
human experience. Whether you’re a casual reader or a literary scholar, the voices from Harlem
continue to speak across generations with clarity, passion, and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Harlem Renaissance?
The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural, social, and artistic movement that took place in the 1920s
and 1930s, centered in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City, celebrating African American
cultural expression and identity.

Who were some key literary figures of the Harlem
Renaissance?
Key literary figures included Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen,
and Jean Toomer, among others.

What themes are commonly explored in Harlem Renaissance
literature?
Common themes include racial pride, African American identity, resistance to oppression, the
struggle for civil rights, the African American experience, and the celebration of Black culture and
heritage.

How did Langston Hughes contribute to the Harlem
Renaissance?
Langston Hughes was a central figure whose poetry and writings vividly portrayed the joys and
struggles of Black life, employing jazz rhythms and vernacular speech to capture the spirit of the
era.



What role did Harlem Renaissance literature play in American
culture?
Harlem Renaissance literature challenged prevailing racial stereotypes, influenced American
literature broadly, and helped lay the groundwork for the civil rights movement by promoting racial
pride and cultural awareness.

How did Zora Neale Hurston's work reflect the Harlem
Renaissance?
Zora Neale Hurston's work celebrated African American folklore and oral traditions, emphasizing
Black cultural heritage and rural Southern life, as seen in her novel "Their Eyes Were Watching
God."

In what ways did Harlem Renaissance writers address issues of
racial inequality?
Writers used their works to critique racism, segregation, and social injustice, often advocating for
racial pride, equality, and the redefinition of Black identity beyond stereotypes.

How has Harlem Renaissance literature influenced
contemporary African American writers?
The Harlem Renaissance set a foundation of pride, cultural exploration, and social critique that
continues to inspire contemporary African American writers to explore themes of identity, heritage,
and social justice in their works.

Additional Resources
The Literature of the Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural and Literary Awakening

the literature of the harlem renaissance stands as a pivotal chapter in American literary history,
marking a profound cultural and intellectual awakening during the early 20th century. Emerging
primarily in the 1920s and early 1930s, this literary movement was rooted in Harlem, New York City,
and reflected the complexities, aspirations, and struggles of African American communities against
the backdrop of segregation, racial discrimination, and social upheaval. The Harlem Renaissance
was more than just a literary phenomenon; it was a vibrant cultural movement that reshaped
perceptions of Black identity and artistry, offering a new narrative that challenged prevailing
stereotypes.

Historical Context and Origins

The literature of the Harlem Renaissance did not arise in isolation but was deeply connected to the
historical realities of its time. The Great Migration, which saw millions of African Americans move
from the rural South to urban centers in the North, created a dynamic environment ripe for cultural



expression. Harlem became an epicenter for Black intellectuals, artists, and writers who sought to
articulate the African American experience in a society that marginalized them.

This period coincided with broader social changes, including the aftermath of World War I, the rise
of jazz music, and the burgeoning civil rights consciousness. Writers during the Harlem Renaissance
were influenced by these forces, channeling their frustrations, hopes, and pride into poetry, novels,
essays, and plays that elevated Black voices in a predominantly white literary canon.

Key Themes and Characteristics

The literature of the Harlem Renaissance is characterized by several recurring themes that reflect
the socio-political climate and cultural identity of African Americans during this era.

Racial Pride and Identity

One of the most prominent features of Harlem Renaissance literature is the celebration of Black
identity. Writers rejected the derogatory stereotypes perpetuated by mainstream society and instead
embraced African heritage, cultural pride, and the dignity of Black life. This theme is evident in
works that emphasize self-respect, historical awareness, and the affirmation of Black beauty and
intellect.

Social Critique and Protest

While celebrating Black culture, many Harlem Renaissance authors also confronted the harsh
realities of racism, segregation, and economic inequality. Their works often included pointed social
critiques, exposing the injustices faced by African Americans. Literature became a tool for advocacy
and a call to action, contributing to the early civil rights discourse.

The Complexity of Black Experience

Unlike earlier portrayals that reduced African Americans to monolithic caricatures, Harlem
Renaissance writers highlighted the diversity and complexity of Black life. They explored themes of
urbanization, migration, class struggle, gender dynamics, and the tension between tradition and
modernity, providing a nuanced perspective that enriched American literature.

Prominent Figures and Contributions

The literature of the Harlem Renaissance was shaped by a remarkable array of writers whose works
continue to influence literature and culture today.



Langston Hughes

Often dubbed the "Poet Laureate of Harlem," Langston Hughes was a central figure whose poetry
and prose captured the vibrancy and struggles of Black life. His use of jazz rhythms and vernacular
speech brought authenticity and innovation to his writing. Hughes’s works, such as "The Weary
Blues" and "Montage of a Dream Deferred," remain seminal texts in the study of African American
literature.

Zora Neale Hurston

Zora Neale Hurston distinguished herself through her anthropological approach to storytelling,
preserving African American folklore and dialects. Her novel "Their Eyes Were Watching God" is
celebrated for its rich portrayal of Black womanhood and self-discovery, challenging both racial and
gender norms of the era.

Claude McKay

A Jamaican-born poet and novelist, Claude McKay’s works often addressed racial identity and
resistance. His poem "If We Must Die," written in response to race riots, became an anthem of
defiance. McKay’s literature bridged the gap between racial pride and militant activism.

Other Noteworthy Writers

- **Jean Toomer:** Known for "Cane," a hybrid of poetry and prose that captures the rhythms of
African American life in both urban and rural settings.
- **Countee Cullen:** His formal poetic style combined with themes of racial pride made him a key
literary voice.
- **Nella Larsen:** Her novels, including "Passing," explored issues of racial identity and colorism
within the Black community.

Literary Forms and Innovations

The Harlem Renaissance was marked by experimentation and diversity in literary forms. Writers
expanded traditional boundaries by blending genres and incorporating African American cultural
elements into their work.

Poetry: The use of jazz rhythms, blues motifs, and vernacular language transformed poetry
into a vehicle for cultural expression.

Novels and Short Stories: These forms were used to explore the psychological depth of
characters and social issues surrounding race and identity.



Drama and Theatre: Plays emerged that depicted Black life with authenticity and challenged
societal norms.

Essays and Criticism: Intellectual essays debated the role of Black art and the
responsibilities of Black writers.

Impact and Legacy

The literature of the Harlem Renaissance set the stage for future generations of African American
writers and artists. It helped to break down racial barriers in the arts and provided a foundation for
the civil rights movement's cultural expressions. The movement also enriched American literature by
introducing new themes, voices, and aesthetics.

Despite its relatively brief span, the Harlem Renaissance's influence extends into contemporary
literature, music, and social thought. It challenged the dominant narratives and inspired a
reevaluation of African American identity within the broader American cultural fabric.

The Harlem Renaissance also had limitations; it was sometimes criticized for focusing on the
experiences of middle-class African Americans and not fully addressing issues faced by the working
class or rural populations. Moreover, gender dynamics within the movement revealed tensions, as
Black women writers often struggled for recognition in a male-dominated literary scene.

Yet, these critiques do not diminish the movement's profound contribution. Instead, they highlight
the complexity of the Harlem Renaissance as a multifaceted cultural awakening that continues to
inspire scholarly research and creative endeavors.

Exploring the literature of the Harlem Renaissance offers valuable insight into a transformative
epoch that redefined African American cultural identity and expanded the horizons of American
literature as a whole. Through its enduring works, the voices of Harlem’s writers persist in
challenging and enriching the cultural landscape today.

The Literature Of The Harlem Renaissance

  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Silence to the Drums Margaret Perry, 1976-06-25
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Children's Literature of the Harlem
Renaissance Katharine Capshaw Smith, 2004-07-05 The Harlem Renaissance, the period associated
with the flowering of the arts in Harlem, inaugurated a tradition of African American children's
literature, for the movement's central writers made youth both their subject and audience. W.E.B.
Du Bois, Carter G. Woodson, Langston Hughes, Alice Dunbar-Nelson, and other Harlem Renaissance
figures took an impassioned interest in the literary models offered to children, believing that the
New Negro would ultimately arise from black youth. As a result, African American children's
literature became a crucial medium through which a disparate community forged bonds of cultural,
economic, and aesthetic solidarity. Kate Capshaw Smith explores the period's vigorous exchange
about the nature and identity of black childhood and uncovers the networks of African American

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-literature-of-the-harlem-renaissance.pdf


philosophers, community activists, schoolteachers, and literary artists who worked together to
transmit black history and culture to the next generation.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Harlem Renaissance Lynn Domina, 2014-11-25
This book examines the literature of the Harlem Renaissance, one of the most interesting eras in
African American literature as well as a highly regarded period in our country's literary history,
along with the cultural and societal factors that influenced its writers.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance
Aberjhani, Sandra L. West, 2003 Presents articles on the period known as the Harlem Renaissance,
during which African American artists, poets, writers, thinkers, and musicians flourished in Harlem,
New York.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Harlem Renaissance Harold Bloom, 2004
Harlem in the 1920s and '30s was the epicenter of a flourishing in African-American literature with
the poetry and prose of Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Claude
McKay, to name a few. This volume examines the defining themes and styles of African-American
literature during this period, which laid the groundwork for contemporary African-American writers.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: New Voices on the Harlem Renaissance
Australia Tarver, Paula C. Barnes, 2006 This book expands the discourse on the Harlem Renaissance
into more recent crucial areas for literary scholars, college instructors, graduate students,
upper-level undergraduates, and Harlem Renaissance aficionados. These selected essays, authored
by mostly new critics in Harlem Renaissance studies, address critical discourse in race, cultural
studies, feminist studies, identity politics, queer theory, and rhetoric and pedagogy. While some
canonical writers are included, such as Langston Hughes and Alain Locke, others such as Dorothy
West, Jessie Fauset, and Wallace Thurman have equal footing. Illustrations from several books and
journals help demonstrate the vibrancy of this era. Australia Tarver is Associate Professor of English
at Texas Christian University. Paula C. Barnes is an Associate Professor of English at Hampton
University.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: A History of the Harlem Renaissance Rachel
Farebrother, Miriam Thaggert, 2021-02-04 This book presents original essays that explore the
eclecticism of Harlem Renaissance literature and culture.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Harlem Renaissance Ella O Williams, 2008-07-07
“PRIOR TO THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE, BLACKS PORTRAY THEMSELVES AS STRANGS
OBJECTS, ALIENATED FROM OTHERS IN THE SOCIETY.” The social activities in literature, art,
theatre and entertainment in Harlem Renaissanc: a Handbook are documented for the period
1910-1940. A few intellectuals, specifically James Weldon Johnson, W E B DuBois, Charles Johnson
and Alain Locke perceive that they, themselves, are the “New Negro.” Thus they produce and record
the visual arts, literature and music they personally create as well as that of younger literary artists:
Langston Hughes, Arna Bontemps, Countee Cullen and Roland Hayes. The literature, scholarship
and criticism created among these intellectuals are mainly responsible for bringing about a
renaissance. What is so unique about the Harlem Renaissance is that it is totally perceived and
criticized by white American literary standards. At no time in African American history has there
been an era wherein self-proclaimed intellectuals record their own literary activities as they are
being created. That single concept is the focus of the research in Harlem Renaissance: a Handbook.
Identifying each Major and Other Figures of the Harlem Renaissance permits the reader to
experience the life and time of the era. The influx of African American literature requires the need to
study the artists and to document the literary and creative arts of the Harlem Renaissance. View the
photos and read the biography of the intellectuals as they live through an era devoted to illuminating
Negro life as it actually exists in America. Most helpful to the reader is the Chronology of literary
arts and corresponding activities of the Harlem Renaissance. During the years 1910-1940 the titles
of articles, theatrical productions, books, poetry, music, visual arts and literature created during this
period have been documented. The items chosen for the Chronology are not exhaustive, but they
represent nearly all the literature and activities created during the Harlem Renaissance. Harlem



Renaissance, a Handbook is a journey through time wherein literary and artistic history is
documented as it occurs. With the aid of local New York Publishing companies, intellectuals
encourage younger literary artists to publish only Negro folk life and culture as it actually exists.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Harlem Renaissance Cheryl A. Wall,
2016-06-02 This Very Short Introduction offers an overview of the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural
awakening among African Americans between the two world wars. Cheryl A. Wall brings readers to
the Harlem of 1920s to identify the cultural themes and issues that engaged writers, musicians, and
visual artists alike.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Encyclopedia of the Harlem Literary
Renaissance Lois Brown, 2006 A broad artistic movement of the 1920s and early '30s, the Harlem
Renaissance was one of the most productive eras in American literary history. Concentrating on the
literary side of the movement, this reference provides coverage and insight into the literature of the
Harlem Renaissance.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Voices from the Harlem Renaissance Nathan Irvin
Huggins, 1995 Nathan Irvin Huggins showcases more than 120 selections from the political writings
and arts of the Harlem Renaissance. Featuring works by such greats as Langston Hughes, Aaron
Douglas, and Gwendolyn Bennett, here is an extraordinary look at the remarkable outpouring of
African-American literature and art during the 1920s.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: A Companion to the Harlem Renaissance Cherene
Sherrard-Johnson, 2015-05-26 A Companion to the Harlem Renaissance presents a comprehensive
collection of original essays that address the literature and culture of the Harlem Renaissance from
the end of World War I to the middle of the 1930s. Represents the most comprehensive coverage of
themes and unique new perspectives on the Harlem Renaissance available Features original
contributions from both emerging scholars of the Harlem Renaissance and established academic
“stars” in the field Offers a variety of interdisciplinary features, such as the section on visual and
expressive arts, that emphasize the collaborative nature of the era Includes “Spotlight Readings”
featuring lesser known figures of the Harlem Renaissance and newly discovered or undervalued
writings by canonical figures
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Realism in the Novels of the Harlem
Renaissance Theodore O. Francis, 2002 The novelists of the Harlem Renaissance began writing at a
point in America's literary history when the romantic tradition was being set aside for the gutsy
truth-telling of realist literature. Modern criticism seems to take the flowery, nineteenth century
prose found in the works of Chesnutt, Dunbar, Du Bois and others as an indication that they were
writing in the romantic style. This is understandable but flawed. Almost all of the stories written
during the Renaissance contained references to slavery or to Post Reconstructionist violence. For
that reason few stories stemming from this period and written by African-Americans can be said to
be romantic.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Passing Novels in the Harlem Renaissance María
del Mar Gallego Durán, 2003 This book offers an insightful study of the significance of passing
novels for the literary and intellectual debate of the Harlem Renaissance. Author Mar Gallego
effectively uncovers the presence of a subversive component in five of these novels (by James
Weldon Johnson, George Schuyler, Nella Larsen, and Jessie Fauset), turning them into useful tools to
explore the passing phenomenon in all its richness and complexity. Her compelling study intends to
contribute to the ongoing revision of the parameters conventionally employed to analyze passing
novels by drawing attention to a great variety of textual strategies such as double consciousness,
parody, and multiple generic covers. Examining the hybrid nature of these texts, Gallego skillfully
highlights their radical critique of the status quo and their celebration of a distinct African American
identity. Well researched and stimulating to read, Passing Novels in the Harlem Renaissance is an
impressive work of scholarship and interpretat
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Harlem Renaissance in Black and White
George Hutchinson, 1995 By restoring interracial dimensions left out of accounts of the Harlem



Renaissance--or blamed for corrupting it--George Hutchinson transforms our understanding of black
(and white) literary modernism, interracial literary relations, and twentieth-century cultural
nationalism in the United States.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Children's Literature of the Harlem
Renaissance. Blacks in the Diaspora , 2006 [An essential work demonstrating the importance of
children's literature to the writers of the Harlem Renaissance].
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Black Culture and the Harlem Renaissance
Cary D. Wintz, 1996 Harlem symbolized the urbanization of black America in the 1920s and 1930s.
Home to the largest concentration of African Americans who settled outside the South, it spawned
the literary and artistic movement known as the Harlem Renaissance. Its writers were in the
vanguard of an attempt to come to terms with black urbanization. They lived it and wrote about it.
First published in 1988, Black Culture and the Harlem Renaissance examines the relationship
between the community and its literature. Author Cary Wintz analyzes the movement's emergence
within the framework of the black social and intellectual history of early twentieth-century America.
He begins with Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. Du Bois, and others whose work broke barriers for
the Renaissance writers to come. With an emphasis on social issues--like writers and politics, the
role of black women, and the interplay between black writers and the white community--Wintz traces
the rise and fall of the movement. Of special interest is material from the Knopf Collection and the
papers of several Renaissance figures acquired by the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at
the University of Texas at Austin. It reveals much of interest about the relationship between the
publishing world, its writers, and their patrons--both black and white.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Double-take Venetria K. Patton, Maureen Honey,
2001 Brings together a comprehensive selection of texts from the Harlem Renaissance-a key period
in the literary and cultural history of the United States. Offers a unique, balanced collection of
writers--men and women, gay and straight, familiar and obscure. Arranged by author, rather than by
genre, this anthology includes works from major Harlem Renaissance figures as well as
often-overlooked essayists, poets, dramatists, and artists. Contains works from a wide variety of
genres--poetry, short stories, drama, and essays, as well as biographical sketches of the authors.
Includes most pieces in their entirety. Also includes artwork and illustrations, many of which are
from original journals and have never before been reprinted, and song lyrics to illustrate the
interrelation of various art forms.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: The Portable Harlem Renaissance Reader
David Levering Lewis, 1995-06-01 Gathering a representative sampling of the New Negro
Movement's most important figures, and providing substantial introductory essays, headnotes, and
brief biographical notes, Lewis' volume—organized chronologically—includes the poetry and prose of
Sterling Brown, Countee Cullen, W. E. B. Du Bois, Zora Neale Hurston, James Weldon Johnson, and
others.
  the literature of the harlem renaissance: Classic Fiction of the Harlem Renaissance William
L Andrews, William L. Andrews, 1994 This anthology opens a window on one of the most
extraordinary assertions of racial self-conciousness in Western literature.
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roughly 1965. In broad terms, the period was
The Beat Generation - Literature Periods & Movements The publication of Allen Ginsberg’s
Howl in 1956 marks a turning point in the history of Beat literature, not to mention American
literature in general. The long-form poem is intended to be
William Shakespeare - online literature William Shakespeare (1564-1616), `The Bard of Avon',
English poet and playwright wrote the famous 154 Sonnets and numerous highly successful oft
quoted dramatic works including the
Difference between oral literature and written literature - Answers   Oral literature has
influenced written literature by serving as a foundation for storytelling techniques, narrative
structures, and themes that writers draw inspiration from
watercolour -   Welcome to the Literature Network Forums forums. You are currently viewing our
boards as a guest which gives you limited access to view most discussions and access our
Advanced Search - online literature Advanced Search We have two search functions here at The



Literature Network. Both functions will only search within one author at a time, to search through
all the works of all the authors
Bartlett's Familiar Quotations - online literature Bartlett's Familiar Quotations A Collection of
over 8000 Passages, Phrases, and Proverbs Traced to Their Sources in Ancient and Modern
Literature
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