
the hope chest

The Timeless Charm of the Hope Chest: A Symbol of Tradition and Anticipation

the hope chest holds a special place in many cultures around the world, symbolizing dreams,

preparation, and the anticipation of a new chapter in life. Often steeped in tradition, this treasured

piece of furniture is far more than just a storage box—it’s a vessel of memories, hopes, and heritage.

Whether you’ve come across one at a family gathering or spotted a beautifully crafted antique in a

store, the hope chest carries stories worth exploring.

The Origins and History of the Hope Chest

The concept of the hope chest dates back centuries and crosses many cultural boundaries.

Historically, it was common for young women to collect items in a hope chest as they prepared for

marriage. These items might include linens, clothing, household goods, or handcrafted pieces, all

intended to help the bride establish her new home.

Roots in Different Cultures

In Europe, especially during the Renaissance and Victorian eras, hope chests were often elaborately

decorated and passed down through generations. For example, in Scandinavian countries, the “dowry

chest” was a significant part of wedding traditions. In the United States, the hope chest became

popular in the 19th and early 20th centuries, often handcrafted from fine woods and sometimes

personalized with carvings or inlays.



Why the Name “Hope Chest”?

The term “hope chest” reflects the optimistic spirit behind its use. It was a place where young women

could “hope” for a prosperous future, filled with love and stability. The chest symbolized preparation

and anticipation for a new life phase, making it much more than just a storage space—it was a symbol

of dreams yet to come true.

Design and Craftsmanship: What Makes a Hope Chest

Special?

One of the reasons hope chests have endured is their unique and often exquisite design. Traditionally,

these chests were made from sturdy woods like oak, cedar, or pine, chosen for their durability and

pleasant aromas.

Materials and Construction

Cedar is a popular choice because it naturally repels moths and preserves delicate fabrics, making it

ideal for storing linens and clothing. Many hope chests feature dovetail joints, which are a hallmark of

quality woodworking, ensuring the chest can withstand years of use and still remain beautiful.

Decorative Elements

Some hope chests are simple in design, while others showcase intricate carvings, painted motifs, or

even mother-of-pearl inlays. These decorative touches often had symbolic meanings, such as hearts

for love or flowers for growth and prosperity. Personalization was common, with initials, family crests,

or dates marking special occasions.



The Cultural Significance of the Hope Chest Today

While the tradition of the hope chest is not as widespread as it once was, its meaning continues to

resonate for many people. Today, the hope chest can represent a connection to family heritage, a

personal project, or simply a beautiful piece of furniture with sentimental value.

A Connection to Family and Heritage

Many families treasure their hope chests as heirlooms, passed down through generations. These

chests serve as tangible connections to ancestors, carrying not only physical items but also stories and

traditions. In some cases, young people still use hope chests to gather meaningful objects for future

milestones.

Modern Interpretations and Uses

In contemporary homes, the hope chest often takes on new life as a storage bench, coffee table, or

decorative accent. Some people use them to store baby clothes, keepsakes, or even craft supplies.

The blend of functionality and nostalgia makes the hope chest a versatile piece in modern interior

design.

How to Start Your Own Hope Chest Collection

If the idea of a hope chest appeals to you, starting your own collection can be a rewarding experience

that blends creativity with tradition.



Choosing the Right Chest

Look for a chest that suits your style and needs. Antique stores, flea markets, and online marketplaces

often have a range of hope chests, from rustic to refined. If you prefer something new, many craftsmen

create custom hope chests tailored to your specifications.

What to Include in a Hope Chest

What you choose to place inside your hope chest depends on your personal story and goals. Here are

some ideas to consider:

Handmade quilts or blankets

Special linens or embroidered cloths

Family heirlooms or jewelry

Letters, journals, or photographs

Craft supplies or keepsakes from travels

Each item can carry sentimental value or practical use, turning the hope chest into a curated collection

of meaningful belongings.

Preservation Tips

To ensure your hope chest and its contents remain in good condition, consider the following:



Keep the chest in a cool, dry place to prevent wood warping or mold growth.

Use cedar blocks or sachets to deter pests.

Avoid storing damp or dirty items inside.

Periodically air out the chest to maintain freshness.

The Hope Chest as a Symbol in Literature and Pop Culture

The hope chest has often been referenced in stories, films, and songs as a metaphor for anticipation,

innocence, and the passage into adulthood. Its presence evokes nostalgia and the bittersweet

excitement of preparing for life’s big changes.

Examples in Storytelling

In many novels, a hope chest might appear as a cherished family possession, symbolizing a

character’s readiness to embark on a new journey. Movies sometimes depict scenes where a young

woman opens or adds to a hope chest, marking moments of personal growth or romantic hope.

Why the Hope Chest Resonates Today

In an age of fast-paced living and digital everything, the hope chest stands out as a reminder of

patience, care, and the beauty of tangible memories. It invites us to slow down and appreciate the

process of building a life piece by piece, one hope at a time.



Exploring the story and significance of the hope chest reveals much about human nature’s desire to

prepare, preserve, and pass on treasures. Whether as a family heirloom or a personal project, the

hope chest continues to inspire and connect generations through its timeless charm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a hope chest?

A hope chest, also known as a dowry chest or glory box, is a piece of furniture traditionally used by

unmarried women to collect items such as clothing, linens, and household goods in preparation for

marriage.

What items are typically stored in a hope chest?

Typically, a hope chest contains linens, clothing, blankets, household items, and sometimes personal

mementos that a woman gathers to start her future home.

What is the historical significance of the hope chest?

Historically, the hope chest symbolized a young woman's preparation for married life, showcasing her

domestic skills and readiness to establish a household.

Are hope chests still used today?

While less common today, some people still use hope chests for sentimental reasons or as heirlooms,

and they can also be repurposed as storage furniture in modern homes.

How can a hope chest be incorporated into modern home decor?

Hope chests can serve as stylish storage trunks or coffee tables, adding a vintage or rustic touch to

home decor while providing practical storage space.



What materials are hope chests traditionally made from?

Hope chests are traditionally crafted from woods like cedar, pine, or oak, often featuring intricate

carvings or decorations that reflect cultural or personal significance.

Additional Resources

The Enduring Significance of The Hope Chest: Tradition, Symbolism, and Modern Adaptations

the hope chest is a cultural artifact steeped in history and symbolism, representing more than just a

piece of furniture. Traditionally, it has been a repository for linens, clothing, and household items

collected by young women in anticipation of marriage. This custom, prevalent across various cultures

and epochs, offers a fascinating lens through which to examine social norms, gender roles, and the

evolution of domestic practices. Understanding the hope chest's origins, its cultural implications, and

how it has adapted to modern life reveals much about the interplay between tradition and

contemporary values.

Historical Context and Cultural Origins of The Hope Chest

The hope chest, also known as a dowry chest, glory box, or trousseau chest, has roots tracing back to

ancient civilizations. In Europe, particularly during the Renaissance and Victorian periods, the hope

chest was integral to a young woman's preparation for marriage. It was a tangible expression of her

readiness to establish a household and assume domestic responsibilities. The contents often included

hand-stitched linens, embroidered fabrics, and family heirlooms, all carefully curated over years.

In other parts of the world, similar traditions existed. For instance, in South Asia, dowry boxes have

been customary, albeit with differing cultural connotations and social implications. The hope chest not

only symbolized hope for a prosperous marriage but also served as a measure of a family's social

standing and wealth.



The Symbolism Embedded in the Hope Chest

Beyond its practical function, the hope chest embodies themes of anticipation, preparation, and

transition. It represents a rite of passage from girlhood to womanhood, encapsulating dreams of future

domestic life. The items stored within often carry sentimental value, linking generations through

handcrafts and heirlooms.

Psychologically, the hope chest can be viewed as a projection of future aspirations and stability. The

act of collecting and preserving items over time reinforces a sense of purpose and identity, especially

in societies where marriage and family life have been central to a woman's role.

Modern Interpretations and the Evolution of the Hope Chest

In contemporary society, the traditional hope chest has undergone significant transformation. Changing

gender roles, economic independence, and shifting social norms have altered the practice's relevance.

Many women today may not feel compelled to prepare a physical chest for marriage, yet the symbolic

essence persists in varied forms.

Contemporary Adaptations

Modern hope chests often take on new meanings and uses:

Memory Boxes: Instead of focusing solely on marriage, some individuals use hope chests as

memory boxes, storing items that represent personal milestones, travels, or achievements.

Heirloom Storage: Families maintain hope chests as repositories for cherished possessions

passed down through generations, preserving family history.



Decorative Furniture: Many hope chests today serve dual functions as stylish storage solutions,

blending vintage charm with practical use in homes.

This evolution reflects broader societal changes, where the emphasis on individual identity and

personal narrative often supersedes traditional marital expectations.

The Role of Craftsmanship and Material Quality

Historically, hope chests were often handcrafted, reflecting regional styles and craftsmanship. Materials

ranged from solid woods like oak and cedar—chosen not only for durability but also for their natural

moth-repellent properties—to intricate inlays and carvings. The quality of the chest often correlated with

the family's economic status.

Today, mass production has made hope chests more accessible but sometimes at the cost of

craftsmanship. However, there is a resurgence in artisan-made hope chests, appealing to consumers

interested in sustainability and heritage preservation. These pieces often command higher prices but

are valued for their uniqueness and durability.

The Hope Chest in Contemporary Consumer Markets

The commercial availability of hope chests varies widely, with options ranging from antique collectibles

to modern reproductions. Buyers often consider factors such as size, wood type, craftsmanship, and

design aesthetics. Online marketplaces have expanded access, allowing enthusiasts to find vintage or

custom pieces worldwide.



Key Features to Consider When Choosing a Hope Chest

Material: Solid wood (e.g., cedar, oak, cherry) is preferred for longevity and natural preservation

qualities.

Size: Depending on intended use, sizes vary from small decorative boxes to large storage

chests.

Design and Finish: Styles range from rustic traditional to sleek modern, often influencing

compatibility with home décor.

Functionality: Some chests include additional features such as locking mechanisms,

compartments, or cushioned tops for seating.

Pros and Cons of Owning a Hope Chest Today

Pros:1.

Provides meaningful storage with sentimental value.

Can serve as a family heirloom, preserving heritage.

Enhances home décor with a classic or vintage touch.

Encourages organization and mindful possession of belongings.



Cons:2.

May occupy significant space in smaller living areas.

Traditional symbolism may feel outdated for some modern users.

Quality handcrafted pieces can be costly.

Requires maintenance to preserve wood and craftsmanship.

Preserving Tradition in a Changing World

While the societal functions of the hope chest have evolved, its cultural resonance endures. For many,

it remains a symbol of hope, preparation, and continuity. In an age of rapid change and digital

convenience, tangible items that embody personal and familial stories offer grounding and connection.

The hope chest continues to inspire artists, designers, and cultural commentators, who reinterpret its

motifs in new media and forms. Whether as a physical object or a metaphorical concept, it invites

reflection on the ways traditions adapt and persist over time.

In examining the hope chest, one encounters a rich tapestry of history, craftsmanship, and evolving

social narratives. Its story is not merely about storage but about the human desire to prepare for the

future while honoring the past.



The Hope Chest

  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Karen Schwabach, 2010-12-28 Celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the 19th Amendment with this stirring historical novel about women's suffrage! She’s
searching for her sister. Along the way, she finds a friend . . . and a cause. It’s been three years
since Violet’s sister, Chloe, left home, and Violet is determined to find her! She runs away and
follows her sister’s trail all the way to New York and then Tennessee. There, she discovers not only
Chloe but the fierce fight for women’s right to vote. And what a fight it is! Violet and her new friend
Myrtle join Chloe in the Suffragists’ cause, eager to sway legislators to their side. Violet knows that
her parents would surely disapprove of her decisions, but if fighting for justice makes her the wrong
kind of girl . . . then why does it feel so right? A perfect Common Core tie-in, The Hope Chest
includes back matter with period photographs, historical notes about the suffrage movement, a
Voting in America timeline, and other activities. It's also a New York State curriculum title for fourth
grade. Don't miss Starting from Seneca Falls, another historical novel about women's suffrage from
the author of The Hope Chest!
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest , 2011
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Viola Shipman, 2021-04-13 “A graceful, moving, emotionally
impactful read.” —Garth Stein, New York Times bestselling author of The Art of Racing in The Rain
Saugatuck, MI, springs to life in this nostalgic, gentle story of lifelong love along with the emotional
support and care that families and friends can provide. —Library Journal The discovery of one
woman’s heirloom hope chest unveils precious memories and helps three people who have each lost
a part of themselves find joy once again. Ever since she was diagnosed with ALS, fiercely
independent Mattie doesn’t feel like herself. She can’t navigate her beloved home, she can’t go for a
boat ride, and she can barely even feed herself. Her devoted husband, Don, doesn’t want to imagine
life without his wife of nearly fifty years, but Mattie isn’t likely to make it past their anniversary. But
when Rose, Mattie’s new caretaker, and her young daughter, Jeri, enter the couple’s life, happiness
and the possibility for new memories return. Together they form a family, and Mattie is finally able
to pass on her memories from the hope chest she received from her mother. With each
item—including a favorite doll, family dishes, an embroidered apron, and an antique Christmas
ornament—the hope chest connects Mattie, Don and Rose to each other and helps them find hope
again in the face of overwhelming life challenges. A beautiful story about the unconditional love and
support of family, The Hope Chest by Viola Shipman will remind you that hope can be found where
and when you least expect it.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest: Book Two - Robbie Jane Ritzenthaler, 2013-10-21 Book
Two of the Hope Chest series follows the lives of Dr. Andrew McCurdy's family in Prescott, Arizona
from the Great War through the Roaring Twenties, concluding at the end of 1929. His wife Amy sees
her dream of Hope House, a facility ministering to former prostitutes, blossom and expand. Son
Jeremy enlists with the Canadian Army and is sent to France, while son Robbie and daughter Abigail
move to New York City, where he attends medical school and she pursues her passion for the
suffrage movement. Their lives are impacted by the influenza pandemic of 1918, and the market
crash of 1929 threatens the future not only of the family, but of Hope House. In this family saga, God
demonstrates that He is outside of time, knowing the end from the beginning. Amy's Hope Chest
continues to be the conduit for mysterious links to the past and the future in this series of time travel
with a twist.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Rebekah Wilson, 2003 A hope chest. What is it and what
should be placed inside? Are they too old-fashioned for today's modern families? These questions
and many more are answered in this wonderfully insightful book. Written by a mother of seven,
Rebekah Wilson covers areas of the hope chest most people have never before considered. Using
excerpts from by-gone era's, quotes from today's busy mothers and the authors research and
enthusiasm for the topic, the author has provided her readers with encouragement, insight and

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/the-hope-chest.pdf


many areas for heartfelt consideration. Many people have heard of the hope chest, but few know the
unique value of creating one. Not only do the material items in the chest provide value, but the skills
learned while creating items offers a lifelong heritage rarely found today. Whether the items are
handmade or specially purchased, or whether they are family heirlooms or a childhood treasure,
each item provides a unique legacy for the owner. If you have considered starting a hope chest for
someone you love, this book is a wonderful place to start...
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Theresa Dodaro, 2016-07-18 Tilly smiled softly and took
Lottie's smooth hand in her wrinkled one. Child, sometimes we make plans for our lives. We says, 'I
choose this.' But forces in this world take those choices away from us. Then we's got to look around
and see what we got left. You see, there is one choice nobody and nothin' can take away from you.
What's that, Tilly? You's got the choice to either let what's happened crush you into being nothin' or
you can choose to rise above it and survive and thrive in spite of anythin' that life throws at you.
When Julie Ventura, from The Tin Box Secret, falls into a coma in 1969, she wakes up 1863 and into
her previous life as Lottie Clark. Lottie learns that in spite of having a loving and supportive family,
life can throw some curve balls at you and The Civil War has done just that. During the Siege of
Vicksburg, the citizens' lives were changed dramatically through weeks of starvation, disease and
death. Somehow, Lottie finds a way to survive in spite of her losses. But as a young woman in 1860s,
she does not have the choices that would be available to her in 1960s. From Vicksburg, to New
Orleans, to Manhattan and Stone Ridge, New York, The Hope Chest, the second book in The Tin Box
Trilogy, is a heart wrenching story that brings into focus how our choices are affected by the society
and times within which we live.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest: Book One-Amy Jane Ritzenthaler, 2013-10-20 It was April,
1899, and 20 year old Amy Stewart was sailing from Scotland to begin a new life in America. Her
best friend Sarah had died in childbirth, leaving a physician-husband and three children in New York
City. Dr. McCurdy had asked her to help take care of the 4 year old twins and 4 month old baby.
Amy had no idea that this adventure would take her to a frontier town in Arizona Territory, or that
her steamer trunk would become her Hope Chest, where God would blend reality with the future.
The first book in a family saga that spans 100+ years, lives are intertwined as the McCurdy family
lives through the Great War, scarlet fever and influenza epidemics, the Roaring Twenties, the stock
market crash of 1929, the Great Depression, World War II and beyond. Throughout the generations,
the Hope Chest continues to disclose mysterious, tangible links to the future and the past in this
series of time travel with a twist.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Carolyn Brown, 2021-06-22 A grandmother's loving bequest
changes three lives forever in a heartwarming novel about finding love, hope, and family by New
York Times bestselling author Carolyn Brown. An inheritance has reunited three estranged cousins.
Their grandmother Lucy left Nessa, Flynn, and April her cabin nestled in the woods near Blossom,
Texas, as well as a hope chest to be unlocked after they complete a special task. Together, they must
hand stitch a cherished quilt Lucy left unfinished. It meant everything to her. And now, to three
people struggling with their own patchwork pasts... To Nessa, the cabin has always been an escape
from her strict parents--a home away from home. Flynn has followed a profligate path into
adulthood, never guessing it would lead him here. And the town of Blossom only stirs up a lifetime of
disappointments for April. Lost and with nowhere to go, her last chance is helping fulfill Nanny
Lucy's final wish. Thread by healing thread, Nessa, Flynn, and April bond over the quilt and all it
represents. As they discover the family they've been looking for in one another, they share more
than memories. They share the hope of new beginnings.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Jenifer Jennings, 2016-05-21 It's just a box. The treasure
inside reveals it's true worth.A father's love and passion mingle to create a wedding gift for his
daughter like none had seen before: The Hope Chest. Descendants are blessed to receive the gift
through the years. That is until the chest is passed to a modern-day woman who hates heirlooms.
Professor Ivory Taylor wants nothing to do with the old box her mother treasured. Yet, with the help
of a co-worker, she discovers the Hope Chest has more to offer than even the creator



intended.Journey with each descendant in this full-length Christian novel as they discover the
treasure for themselves.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest: Book Four-Barbara Jane Ritzenthaler, 2015-07-21 Book
Four, the final volume of the Hope Chest series, follows the lives of the McCurdy family in Prescott,
Arizona from 1948 to 1972. The final chapter of the saga of the McCurdy family begins with Dorothy
and Phil on their honeymoon in Trieste, Italy, searching for her childhood Jewish pen-pal. God
continues to weave together the lives of the family using Amy's steamer trunk, answering prayers
and heart-felt cries. Back in Prescott, Arizona, Robbie has retired, and his son David has taken over
his small-town practice from the Victorian home on Pleasant Street. In New York, Abigail's daughter
Cynthia runs for Congress on a platform of civil rights, which takes her to the March on Washington
in 1963 to hear Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr's infamous speech. Barbara finds her
great-grandmother's Brownie camera, which sets her on a path toward photo journalism. And
Dorothy cries for her talented son, Chris, as he vanishes into the hippie culture of Woodstock. In this
family saga, God demonstrates that He is outside of time, knowing the end from the beginning.
Amy's Hope Chest continues to be the conduit for mysterious links to the past and the future in this
series of time travel with a twist.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest M. Kate Quinn, 2021-11-03 Megan Harris regrets her foolish,
margarita-fueled hookup with a cute guy at a party. Needing to forget her unhappy youth, she
concentrates on realizing her dream of opening a thrift shop in her small town. But capricious fate
throws her in the path of her one-night stand at every turn. Years after tanking his baseball career,
Henry Denhawk has a chance to become a commentator for the major league. But first he must go
back to his hometown roots to clean up his act. There he finds Megan and discovers she is so much
more than that one hot encounter. Despite a growing attraction, their pasts get in the way, and a
secret threatens their chance at love. Can hope heal the past to give them their future?
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest 1 Dawn Choice Reed, Dawn Elizabeth Choice, 2012-10 This
book was written to inspire and encourage children to pray, have hope, faith and believe in God in a
society where this is no longer the norm.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest The Money Clan, 2016-04-29 Together Still Let me hold your
hand as we go downhill. We 've shared our strength and we share it still. It hasn't been easy to make
the climb, But the way was eased by your hand in mine. Like the lake, our life has had ripples too. Ill
health, and worries and payments due. With happy pauses along the way. A graduation, a raise in
pay. At the foot of the slope, we will stop and rest, Look back if you wish, we 've been truly blessed.
We've been spared the grief being By death, or divorce, or a broken heart. The view ahead is one
Just a little bit farther, and then we can rest. We move more slowly, but together still. Let me hold
your hand as We go Downhill. In 1969, Daddy brought this poem home to mama one day from work.
He cut it out of a magazine, wrote a personal note on it and framed it for her. From that day
forward, wherever they went, mama packed this poem in its frame and took it with her. Since her
death, we have looked everywhere for the original poem and it's nowhere to be found. I kinda think
mama has it with her. Karen Daddy's personal note to mama was: Blessed to have shared this
journey together.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Jenifer Jennings, 2011-12-07 One man's simple gift touches
several generations. A father's love and passion mingle to create a wedding gift for his daughter like
none had seen before: a Hope Chest. Descendants are blessed to receive the gift through the years.
That is, until the chest is passed to a modern day woman who hates heirlooms and loves everything
new. A professor of Quantum Physics wants nothing to do with the old box that her mother
treasured. Yet, with the help of a co-worker, they discover the Hope Chest has more to offer than
even the creator intended.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Mark Lee Luther, 1918
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Jane Ritzenthaler, 2014-02-10 Book Three of the Hope Chest
series follows the lives of the McCurdy family in Prescott, Arizona from 1933 to 1948. Dr. Robbie
McCurdy has continued the medical practice begun by his father, Andrew, at the turn of the century.



He and his wife Helen and their two children are impacted by the Great Depression, and they
struggle to support Hope House, the vision of Andrew's wife Amy. As war looms on the horizon,
daughter Dorothy develops a pen pal friendship with a Jewish girl in Italy, and her childhood friend
Philip Hanover follows his dreams of space exploration. In this family saga, God demonstrates that
He is outside of time, knowing the end from the beginning. Amy's Hope Chest continues to be the
conduit for mysterious links to the past and the future in this series of time travel with a twist.
  the hope chest: Strengths-Based Therapy Elsie Jones-Smith, 2013-01-09 Combining both the
theory and practice of strengths-based therapy, Elsie Jones-Smith introduces current and future
practitioners to the modern approach of practice—presenting a model for treatment as well as
demonstrations in clinical practice across a variety of settings. This highly effective form of therapy
supports the idea that clients know best about what has worked and has not worked in their lives,
helps them discover positive and effective solutions through their own experiences, and allows
therapists to engage their clients in their own therapy. Drawing from cutting-edge research in
neuroscience, positive emotions, empowerment, and change, Strengths-Based Therapy helps readers
understand how to get their clients engaged as active participants in treatment.
  the hope chest: Visual Metaphors Réka Benczes, Veronika Szelid, 2022-09-15 Whenever we
think about the world – including its concrete and abstract entities – we typically see a series of
so-called mental images in front of our eyes that aid us in everyday problem solving and navigating
ourselves in the world. Visual metaphors, similarly to their linguistic counterparts, largely build on
such images. Nevertheless, the interplay of metaphorical/metonymical text and imagery is not
necessarily (and not usually) straightforward and raises complex theoretical and methodological
questions. The eleven chapters in this collection address a wide range of such challenges, such as
what are visual metaphors in the first place; how can they be identified; what is their relationship to
linguistic metaphors; what are their most common manifestations; what knowledge structures are
required for their interpretation; and how do they interact with metonymies. The studies cut across
linguistics, politics, philosophy, poetry, art and history – highlighting the ubiquitous role that visual
metaphor plays in everyday life and conceptualizations. Originally published as special issue of
Cognitive Linguistic Studies 7:1 (2020).
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Victoria McConaughy, Catherine McConaughy, 2001 A
wonderfully depicted story spanning the years from The Great Depression to the end of WWII. It
takes the reader on a journey through the trials and tribulations of two strong, yet caring women,
Marie Hope and Abbey King, owners of a special, almost magical store in New England.
  the hope chest: The Hope Chest Rukhsana Ahmad, 1996 In this novel, three women's lives
touch, sometimes directly, sometimes tangentially. Ruth is unable to distinguish between her
elaborate dreams and reality; Rani is caught up in her own fantasy; and Reshma only dares to hope
that her reality has some profound meaning.
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