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The Complex Landscape of the European Union Politics and Policies

the european union politics and policies are a fascinating and intricate
subject that shapes not only the continent but resonates globally.
Understanding how the EU operates politically and how its policies are
formulated and implemented offers valuable insights into one of the world’s
most unique political and economic unions. With 27 member states, the
European Union represents a complex web of governance, diplomacy, and
lawmaking that affects over 447 million people.

Exploring the European Union’s political structures and policy mechanisms
reveals how countries with diverse cultures, languages, and economic
priorities collaborate to address shared challenges. From climate action to
trade agreements, and digital transformation to migration, the EU’s politics
and policies demonstrate a delicate balance between national sovereignty and
collective European interests.

The Political Architecture of the European
Union

The EU’s political system is unlike a traditional nation-state; it blends
supranational and intergovernmental decision-making. This hybrid structure
allows member states to pool sovereignty in certain areas while retaining
full control over others.

The Key Institutions Driving EU Politics

At the heart of European Union politics and policies lie several major
institutions, each with distinct roles:

The European Commission: Acting as the EU’s executive body, the
Commission proposes legislation, enforces EU law, and manages day-to-day
operations. Commissioners, appointed by member states, work collectively
to represent EU interests.

The European Parliament: Directly elected by EU citizens every five
years, the Parliament debates and votes on legislation and oversees
other institutions. It has grown in influence over time, reflecting
democratic legitimacy.

The Council of the European Union: Often called the Council of
Ministers, it represents the governments of member states. Depending on
the policy area, ministers from each country meet to negotiate and adopt
legislation.

The European Council: Comprising the heads of state or government of
member countries, the European Council sets the EU’s overall political
direction and priorities but does not legislate.



Other Bodies: Institutions such as the Court of Justice of the European
Union ensure legal consistency, while the European Central Bank manages
monetary policy for Eurozone countries.

Balancing National Interests and Supranational Goals

One of the defining challenges in European Union politics and policies is
balancing the interests of individual member states with the collective good.
Each country brings its own priorities, shaped by history, economy, and
political climate. Negotiations can be lengthy and complex, requiring
compromises to maintain unity while advancing integration.

Core Policy Areas of the European Union

The European Union’s policies cover a broad spectrum, from economic
governance to environmental protection. These policies aim to foster peace,
stability, and prosperity across the continent.

Economic and Monetary Policy

The EU’s economic policies focus on creating a single market where goods,
services, capital, and people move freely. The introduction of the euro in 19
member states exemplifies deep economic integration, facilitating trade and
investment.

Fiscal rules, such as those outlined in the Stability and Growth Pact, aim to
ensure responsible budgetary policies among member states. However, economic
disparities and crises have tested the resilience of these frameworks,
prompting ongoing debates over fiscal solidarity and reforms.

Environmental and Climate Policies

The European Union is a global leader in climate action. Its Green Deal sets
ambitious targets to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. Policies include
promoting renewable energy, improving energy efficiency, and regulating
emissions.

Legislation such as the Emissions Trading System (ETS) incentivizes
industries to reduce their carbon footprint. The EU also supports member
states in transitioning to sustainable economies through funding and
innovation initiatives.

Migration and Border Management

Migration remains one of the most politically sensitive areas in EU policy.
The Schengen Area allows passport-free travel across many member countries,
but recent migration waves have challenged border security and asylum



systems.

The EU works to balance humanitarian commitments with security concerns.
Policies aim to strengthen external borders, improve asylum procedures, and
address root causes of migration through international cooperation.

Digital and Innovation Policy

Recognizing the importance of digital transformation, the EU promotes
policies to enhance digital infrastructure, cybersecurity, and data
protection. The Digital Single Market strategy seeks to remove barriers to
online commerce and services.

Regulations such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) have set
global standards for privacy rights, illustrating the EU’s influence beyond
its borders.

Decision-Making Processes in the European Union

Understanding how policies are made in the EU helps clarify why some
decisions take time and how consensus is built among diverse actors.

The Ordinary Legislative Procedure

The most common legislative method involves the European Commission proposing
laws, which are then jointly adopted by the European Parliament and the
Council of the European Union. This process ensures both directly elected
representatives and member state governments have a say.

Consensus and Qualified Majority Voting

In many policy areas, especially sensitive ones like foreign policy or
taxation, unanimity is required, meaning all member states must agree. In
others, decisions are made using qualified majority voting (QMV), where a
weighted system balances population size and country equality.

This voting system facilitates smoother decision-making while protecting
smaller nations’ interests.

Challenges and Future Directions in EU Politics
and Policies

The European Union continues to evolve in response to internal and external
pressures. Several challenges shape its political landscape today:

Populism and Euroscepticism: Rising political movements questioning EU



integration impact policymaking and public support.

Geopolitical Tensions: Relations with global powers and regional
conflicts influence EU foreign policy and security strategies.

Economic Recovery: Post-pandemic recovery efforts emphasize resilience,
digitalization, and green growth.

Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy: The prospect of new members and
cooperation with neighboring countries remain important for stability.

The EU’s ability to navigate these challenges depends on its institutions’
flexibility and the willingness of member states to collaborate on shared
goals.

Exploring the european union politics and policies reveals a dynamic system
striving to unite diverse nations under common values and objectives. Its
ongoing efforts to balance sovereignty with integration, democracy with
efficiency, and national interests with global responsibilities make it a
unique and continually evolving political entity. Whether through ambitious
climate initiatives or complex negotiations on migration, the EU remains a
key actor shaping the future of Europe and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary goal of the European Union's
Green Deal?

The primary goal of the European Union's Green Deal is to make Europe
climate-neutral by 2050 by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting
sustainable industry, and investing in renewable energy.

How does the European Union govern its common foreign
and security policy?

The EU's common foreign and security policy (CFSP) is governed through
intergovernmental cooperation among member states, coordinated by the
European External Action Service and the High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy.

What are the main institutions involved in EU
policymaking?

The main institutions involved in EU policymaking are the European
Commission, the European Parliament, and the Council of the European Union,
each playing roles in proposing, debating, and adopting legislation.

How does the European Union address economic
disparities between member states?

The EU addresses economic disparities through cohesion policy and structural



funds, which provide financial support to less-developed regions to promote
economic growth and social inclusion.

What role does the European Parliament play in
shaping EU policies?

The European Parliament represents EU citizens and shares legislative power
with the Council; it debates, amends, and votes on legislation proposed by
the European Commission.

How has Brexit affected European Union politics and
policies?

Brexit has led to shifts in EU political dynamics, affecting trade policies,
budget contributions, and the balance of power within institutions, prompting
the EU to reassess its integration strategies and external relations.

What measures does the EU take to ensure the rule of
law among its member states?

The EU monitors compliance with rule of law principles through mechanisms
like the Rule of Law Framework, infringement procedures, and conditionality
of funding, to uphold democratic standards and prevent abuses.

How does the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
impact member countries?

The CAP provides financial support and sets regulations for farmers to ensure
food security, sustainable agriculture, and rural development across member
states, influencing farming practices and market stability.

What is the significance of the European Council in
EU politics?

The European Council sets the EU's overall political direction and priorities
by bringing together heads of state or government, but it does not legislate;
it plays a key role in crisis management and treaty changes.

How does the EU handle migration and asylum policies
among its member states?

The EU coordinates migration and asylum policies through common frameworks
like the Dublin Regulation, funding border security, and promoting
cooperation between member states, though challenges remain regarding burden-
sharing and integration.

Additional Resources
The Complex Landscape of the European Union Politics and Policies

the european union politics and policies represent one of the most intricate
and influential political frameworks in the world today. As a supranational



entity comprising 27 member states, the European Union (EU) operates through
a unique blend of intergovernmental and supranational decision-making
processes. This complex arrangement shapes policies affecting over 447
million citizens, impacting global economics, security, climate action, and
regulatory standards. Understanding the EU’s political structure, its key
policymaking bodies, and the evolving challenges it faces is essential for
grasping its role on the international stage and its internal dynamics.

Institutional Framework of the European Union
Politics

The European Union’s political system is characterized by a hybrid governance
model combining elements of national sovereignty and collective decision-
making. The core institutions responsible for crafting and implementing EU
policies include the European Commission, the European Parliament, the
Council of the European Union, and the European Council.

The European Commission: The Executive Engine

The European Commission acts as the executive arm of the EU, tasked with
proposing legislation, implementing decisions, upholding the EU treaties, and
managing day-to-day operations. Comprising 27 Commissioners—one from each
member state—the Commission holds significant agenda-setting power. It
proposes laws that the Parliament and Council debate and adopt, making it a
pivotal player in shaping the direction of EU policies.

The European Parliament and Democratic Representation

The European Parliament is the only directly elected body of the EU,
representing the citizens of member states. Its powers have expanded over
decades, particularly through the ordinary legislative procedure, which gives
Parliament equal footing with the Council in adopting most legislation. This
democratic element is crucial to legitimizing the EU’s political decisions
but also introduces complexities as MEPs (Members of the European Parliament)
often represent diverse national interests and political groups.

The Council of the European Union and Member State
Influence

The Council, often referred to as the Council of Ministers, represents the
governments of the member states. It shares legislative and budgetary
authority with the Parliament. Its unique rotating presidency system means
that every six months a different member state sets priorities and guides the
Council’s agenda. This mechanism ensures national interests are integrated
but can also slow decision-making due to differing priorities.



Key Policy Areas in the European Union

The european union politics and policies cover a vast array of sectors,
reflecting the multifaceted nature of the union and its ambition to foster
integration while respecting diversity. Some crucial policy domains include
the single market, environmental regulation, foreign and security policy, and
social and economic cohesion.

The Single Market and Economic Integration

One of the EU’s crowning achievements is the creation of the single market,
which guarantees the free movement of goods, services, capital, and people.
This policy has significantly boosted trade and investment within the bloc,
creating one of the world’s largest economies. The eurozone, comprising 20 of
the 27 member states, adds a monetary dimension to this integration, though
it also introduces challenges related to fiscal policy coordination and
economic disparities.

Environmental and Climate Policies

In recent years, the EU has positioned itself as a global leader in climate
action. The European Green Deal, launched in 2019, aims to make Europe the
first climate-neutral continent by 2050. This ambitious policy framework
integrates energy transition, sustainable agriculture, biodiversity
protection, and circular economy principles. The EU’s climate policies
influence global standards and negotiations, but balancing environmental
commitments with economic competitiveness remains a delicate political
challenge.

Foreign Policy and Security Cooperation

The EU’s role in foreign relations and security is complex, as foreign policy
remains largely intergovernmental. The Common Foreign and Security Policy
(CFSP) seeks to coordinate diplomatic efforts, promote stability, and respond
to crises. However, differing national interests and external pressures often
limit the EU’s ability to act decisively on the global stage. Security
cooperation has intensified through initiatives like PESCO (Permanent
Structured Cooperation) and joint defense projects, but defense integration
remains a sensitive topic among member states.

Social Policy and Economic Cohesion

Addressing regional disparities and promoting social welfare are central to
EU politics. The Cohesion Policy channels billions of euros into less-
developed regions to foster economic convergence and social inclusion.
Meanwhile, directives on workers’ rights, non-discrimination, and health and
safety reflect the EU’s commitment to social standards. However, austerity
measures post-2008 financial crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic’s socio-
economic impact have sparked debates over solidarity and fiscal
responsibility within the union.



Challenges and Controversies in EU Politics and
Policies

The european union politics and policies face persistent challenges that test
the resilience and adaptability of the bloc. These include issues related to
democratic legitimacy, sovereignty tensions, enlargement fatigue, and
external geopolitical pressures.

Democratic Deficit and Institutional Transparency

Criticism of a so-called “democratic deficit” centers on perceptions that EU
institutions are distant from ordinary citizens and overly bureaucratic.
While the European Parliament’s powers have grown, the complexity of
decision-making processes and the perceived opacity of the Commission’s
influence remain points of contention. Efforts to enhance transparency and
citizen engagement continue to be a priority.

Sovereignty and National Identity Conflicts

Balancing national sovereignty with supranational authority is an ongoing
political tension. Eurosceptic parties across member states challenge the
transfer of competencies to Brussels, advocating for repatriation of powers.
The United Kingdom’s departure from the EU (Brexit) underscored these
conflicts, but similar debates persist in countries like Hungary and Poland,
especially regarding rule of law issues and judicial independence.

Enlargement and Integration Challenges

The EU’s enlargement policy has historically been a tool for promoting
stability and democracy in Europe. However, the pace of expansion has slowed
amid concerns over institutional capacity, economic disparities, and
geopolitical risks. Candidate countries in the Western Balkans face a long
and uncertain accession process, while internal debates question the future
shape and size of the union.

External Pressures and Geopolitical Rivalries

In a multipolar world, the EU navigates complex relationships with the United
States, China, Russia, and other global actors. Trade disputes, cybersecurity
threats, migration flows, and energy dependencies shape the EU’s external
policy calculus. The bloc’s ability to maintain unity in foreign policy is
tested by competing national interests and external influence campaigns.

Looking Ahead: The Evolution of European Union



Politics and Policies

As the european union politics and policies evolve, they reflect broader
societal shifts and emerging priorities such as digital transformation,
social justice, and strategic autonomy. The NextGenerationEU recovery plan,
designed to rebuild economies post-pandemic, exemplifies the EU’s capacity
for collective action. Meanwhile, debates over governance reforms, fiscal
integration, and democratic accountability suggest that the EU’s political
architecture will continue to adapt in response to internal and external
pressures.

Understanding the nuances of EU politics requires recognizing the delicate
balance between unity and diversity, sovereignty and supranationalism,
ambition and pragmatism. The policies crafted within this framework affect
not only Europe but have ripple effects across the globe, making the European
Union a unique and dynamic political entity in the 21st century.

The European Union Politics And Policies

  the european union politics and policies: The European Union Jonathan Olsen, John
McCormick, 2018-05-04 Covering the history, governing institutions, and policies of the European
Union, Jonathan Olsen and John McCormick present the EU as one of the world's economic and
political superpowers, which has brought far-reaching changes to the lives of Europeans and has
helped its member states to take a newly assertive role on the global stage. Unlike most other books
on the EU, this text pays particular attention to the implications of the EU for the United States.
Thoroughly revised, with new photographs and updated tables and figures, the sixth edition of The
European Union explains developments that have brought severe challenges to the Union, such as
the Greek crisis, the Brexit, tensions with Russia over Ukraine, and new waves of refugees into
Europe. Essential reading for students of European politics, this book offers an up-to-the-minute look
at both the opportunities and existential threats facing this powerful institution.
  the european union politics and policies: The European Union Jonathan Olsen, 2020-07-30
Thoroughly revised, the seventh edition of this accessible and highly respected text provides a
rigorous yet digestible introduction to the European Union. Additionally, it authoritatively explains
developments that continue to bring challenges to this powerful institution in times of great political
change. Key features: Clearly covers the history, governing institutions, and policies of the EU; Fully
updated with new tables, figures, and photographs; In-text features such as Chapter Overviews,
Questions to Consider, and Further Reading encourage deeper research and debate; Sustained
discussion of transformative and historical change in the upheaval of Brexit and its ramifications,
and the future relationship of the UK with the EU; Through reflection on destabilizing issues such as
immigration and the years of refugee crisis in Europe, the continued crisis in the eurozone, tensions
with Poland and Hungary, Euroskepticism, Russia, and the rise of populism; Increased coverage
throughout of women or minorities within the EU. Jonathan Olsen presents the EU as one of the
world's economic and political superpowers, which has brought far-reaching changes to the lives of
Europeans and has helped its member states to take a newly assertive role on the global stage.
Essential reading for students of European and EU politics, this book offers an up-to-the-minute look
at both the opportunities and existential threats facing the EU.
  the european union politics and policies: The SAGE Handbook of European Union
Politics Knud Erik Jørgensen, Mark Pollack, Ben Rosamond, 2007-01-03 ′This volume is one to
which anyone trying to make sense of the EU of the early 21st century will return again and again. A
terrific line-up that combines diverse talents from North America and Europe. Few books of this kind
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could live up to the billing ′definitive benchmark′, but this one certainly does′ - John Peterson,
University of Edinburgh ′A most useful book that can be highly recommended. A strong analytical
framework coupled with unparalleled coverage of the major issues of the political science research
of the EU makes this volume a formidable tool for teaching and a significant input to new scholarly
research. It is both relatively sophisticated and very accessible to graduate students and advanced
researchers. The clear writing style and the richness of information presented will certainly make
this book interesting for non-academic readers′ - Igor Vidacak, Institute for International Relations,
Zagreb - Journal of Common Market Studies ′An admirably comprehensive source book for those
interested in how the tools of political science inspire EU area studies. The editors enlist leading
researchers to synthesize the state of the art in their field of expertise. The Handbook of European
Union Politics will be an indispensable intellectual resource for researchers, teachers, and graduate
students of the European Union′ - Liesbet Hooghe, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
′Presents an excellent overview of political science research on the EU. It finds the right balance
between establishing the state of the art and pointing the reader to theoretical diversity. Highly
recommended for advanced students and scholars looking for quick and solid orientation in a
fragmented field - and for new ideas for research′ - Frank Schimmelfennig, ETH Zurich, Switzerland
′This is a milestone in the study of EU politics. The authors include the most knowledgeable
practitioners in the field, and collectively they provide a comprehensive and highly competent
overview of the state of theory and research on EU institutions, politics and policies′ - Fritz Scharpf,
Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies, Germany The European Union (EU) poses quite
profound questions for scholars and students of the social and political sciences. This benchmark
handbook is designed to: - provide an authoritative state-of-the art guide to the scope of the field
suitable for both established scholars and students of the EU - reflect and contribute to the debates
about the nature of the field of EU studies and EU politics in particular - explore in detail the
development of the many approaches to the study of EU politics. Divided into four sections, the
Handbook focuses on theorizing European integration; the EU as polity; politics and policy making in
the EU; and the EU and the international system. Its appeal will reside not only in its comprehensive
and authoritative coverage of the field, but also in the quality of its contributors, and the diversity of
theoretical and methodological approaches included. The resulting volume is a ′must have′ for all
scholars and advanced students of the EU and European integration.
  the european union politics and policies: European Union Politics Michelle Cini, Nieves
Pérez-Solórzano Borragán, 2022 As the most complete and most issues-led textbook on the European
Union, this bestselling text fully equips you to understand the EU and the many topical issues and
debates that surround it. Alongside rigorous coverage of he theory, institutions, and policies of the
EU, it engages with contemporary debates, and current crises. The text's accessible writing style
makes it the ideal starting point for anyone wishing to fully understand the workings of this complex
and ever-evolving system. Along the way, helpful features-including key points, questions, and
examples-support your learning. Book jacket.
  the european union politics and policies: European Union Politics Michelle|Borragan Cini
(Nieves Perez-Solorzano), 2025 This edited textbook covers a broad range of topics being taught in
courses on the European Union. The 25 chapters are written by experts from around the world and
provide extensive coverage of history, theories, institutions and actors, policies, and issues and
debates.
  the european union politics and policies: The Politics of the European Union Herman
Lelieveldt, Sebastiaan Princen, 2015-07-09 This introduction to the politics of the European Union
uses the lens of comparative politics to explore the history, theories, institutions, key participants,
policies and policy making of the EU. The comparative approach enables students to use their
knowledge of domestic politics and broader debates in political science to better understand the EU.
Numerous real-world examples guide students through the material, and chapter briefings, fact files
and controversy boxes highlight important information and controversial issues in EU politics to
widen and deepen student understanding. The second edition has been updated throughout to



reflect the results of the 2014 European elections, and new material has been added on the
Economic and Monetary Union and the Common Foreign and Security Policy. A companion website
features free 'Navigating the EU' exercises to guide students in their analysis of EU policy making.
  the european union politics and policies: European Union Politics John McCormick,
2020-05-10 Cutting through the jargon of EU politics, the third edition of this engaging and
informative textbook examines the history, institutions, processes and politics of the European Union
with unprecedented clarity. The EU is a fascinating political experiment in regional integration and
it has changed our understanding of Europe, how Europeans relate to one another, the role Europe
plays in global politics and has even shifted our understanding of politics itself. Helping to make
sense of it all in the author's accessible style, this book is underpinned by theory and the latest
research throughout. Organised in three main parts, the text covers everything from the history of
the EU and its treaties to the institutions that make up the EU and its policies in areas such as the
economy, the environment and the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice. This is the go-to text for
all students taking courses or modules on the EU, as well as functioning as an accessible
introduction for anyone who wants to find out more about how the EU works and what difference it
makes. New to this Edition: - Fully updated to take account of the latest developments, including the
ongoing Brexit negotiations, the 2019 European Parliament elections and more on the fallout from
the euro zone and migration crises - Two new separate chapters to cover the European Council and
the Council of Ministers respectively - More emphasis on comparative politics throughout to
compare institutions and policies - Expanded debates on key issues of contention in the European
project - Expanded coverage of the most recent research into public opinion in the EU - New
Snapshot features in each chapter focusing on a particular EU country Accompanying online
resources for this title can be found at bloomsburyonlineresources.com/european-union-politics-3e.
These resources are designed to support teaching and learning when using this textbook and are
available at no extra cost.
  the european union politics and policies: Teaching European Union Politics Viviane Gravey,
Christopher Huggins, 2024-01-18 Why do we teach EU politics? What should EU politics students
learn? What are the practical approaches and techniques to teaching EU politics? In response to
these questions, Teaching European Union Politics analyses the interdisciplinary nature of teaching
this broad subject and reflects on a wide range of educational approaches. It both advances the
pedagogy and practice of teaching EU politics, and provides practical support for those looking to
adopt innovative and learner-oriented techniques.
  the european union politics and policies: European Union Politics Michelle Cini, Nieves
Pérez-Solórzano Borragán, 2016 Présentation de l'éditeur : European Union Politics is the most
complete, current, issues-led textbook on the European Union. Written by an expert team of
contributors, it fully equips students to understand the European Union and the topical debates and
issues which surround it. Alongside comprehensive coverage of the history, theory, institutions, and
policies of the EU, the book features a whole section on contemporary issues and current debates,
including democracy and legitimacy in the EU, public opinion, the economic crisis, and a brand new
chapter on the future of the EU, which is written by a leading expert in the subject. The accessible
and wide-ranging nature of this text makes it the ideal starting point for all those wishing to fully
understand the workings of this ever-evolving subject. Helpful learning features throughout the text,
including key points, questions, and examples, support students' learning, and the book is fully
supported by an extensive Online Resource Centre designed to help students take their learning
further.
  the european union politics and policies: The Politics of the European Union Herman
Lelieveldt, Sebastiaan Princen, 2023-04-20 The European Union is a key player in determining
policies and politics in Europe, and yet understanding how it works remains a challenge. The Politics
of the European Union introduces students to its functioning by showing the similarities and
differences between the EU and national political systems. Fully revised and updated in its third
edition, this introductory textbook uses the tools of comparative politics to explore the history,



theories, institutions, key actors, politics and policy-making of the EU. This comparative approach
enables students to apply their knowledge of domestic politics and broader debates in political
science to better understand the EU. Numerous real-world examples guide students through the
textbook, and chapter briefings, fact files and controversy boxes highlight the important and
controversial issues in EU politics. A companion website features free 'Navigating the EU' exercises
to guide students in their analysis of EU policy-making.
  the european union politics and policies: The Politics of Toxic Waste , 1998
  the european union politics and policies: European Politics Today Frank Lee Wilson, 1999
This complete survey of contemporary European politics examines the strengths and continuing
challenges of democracy in Britain, France, Germany and Italy at the end of the 20th century. It
offers an accurate insight into the new Europe emerging from the growth of the European Union.
  the european union politics and policies: The European Union Giuseppe Ammendola, 2008
  the european union politics and policies: Current Politics and Economics of Europe ,
2004
  the european union politics and policies: The Emerging European Union David Michael
Wood, Birol A. Yeşilada, 2002 Praised for its writing style, organization, and attention to historical
detail, this thoroughly updated new edition presents readers with a comprehensive analysis of the
history, framework, and agenda of the European Union. Raising a variety of important issues, the
book focuses on the uniqueness of the European Union as an organization and helps readers to
critically consider its future. For those interested in European politics.
  the european union politics and policies: The European Union Steven P. McGiffen,
2001-09-20 Second volume of Deutscher prize-winning trilogy on the future of IR, tracing the
defining characteristics of 'foreign encounters' over time.
  the european union politics and policies: The European Union and the Member States
Eleanor E. Zeff, Ellen B. Pirro, 2006 Praise for the 1st Edition?This is a rich and timely volume full of
novel glimpses into areas of perennial policy concern ... as well as a host of less familiar concerns....
The extremely readable efforts to make sense of policy conundrums means the book may be used
quite profitably in the classroom, and the very fact that all member states are covered testifies to the
project?s considerable comparative breadth.??William M. Downs, The Journal of PoliticsThoroughly
updated, this new edition of The European Union and the Member States explores the complex
relationship between the EU and each of its now 25 members.The country chapters follow a common
format, considering: How and in what areas does EU policy affect, and how is it affected by, the
member states? What mechanisms do the member states use to implement EU policy? What is each
state?s compliance record?Covering the full range of issues?from economic, social, and
environmental, to security, to home and justice affairs?the authors offer an insightful discussion of
the interplay of EU initiatives with strong, existing national policies and traditions.Eleanor E. Zeff is
associate professor of political science at Drake University. Ellen B. Pirro is president of Pirro
International Research.Contents: Introduction?the Editors. Policymaking and Politics in the New
European Union?J. McCormick. Early Union Members. Germany?C. Lankowski. Italy?M. Giuliani and
S. Piattoni. Belgium and Luxembourg?K. Anderson. France?C. Deubner. The Second Wave. The
UK?N. Nugent and J. Mather. Ireland?R.B. Finnegan. Denmark?E. Einhorn. The Mediterranean
Round. Greece?N. Zahariadis. Spain and Portugal?S. Royo. The 1995 Enlargement. Austria?G.
Faulkner. Sweden?J. Eliasson. Finland?T. Raunio. The 2004 Enlargement. Poland?A. Gruszczak.
Hungary?D. Ellison. Malta and Cyprus?R. Pace. Slovenia and Slovakia?J. Occhipinti. The Czech
Republic?S. Fisher. The Baltic States?S. Stoltenberg. Conclusion. Conclusion?the Editors.
  the european union politics and policies: Historical Dictionary of the European Union
Joaquín Roy, Aimee Kanner, 2006-06-26 Over half a century old and continuing to grow in strength
and authority, the European Union consists of 25 member states-with more on the waiting list-and a
population of 450 million people. Its influence in foreign and domestic affairs and human rights and
law reaches far beyond its earlier fields of trade and politics. From the initial ideas about integration
leading to the Treaty of Paris and the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community to the



current reflection on the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe, the Historical Dictionary of
the European Union encompasses the most basic elements of the EU and the components that have
emerged as a result of them. Through the use of maps, photographs, a list of acronyms, a
chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and hundreds of cross-referenced dictionary
entries on topics such as leaders, personalities, institutions, enlargements, member states, internal
policies, external relations, basic theories, treaties, and law, this dictionary tells a clear and
complete story about the European Union that will assist those with greater interest in
understanding it.
  the european union politics and policies: World Politics in the 21st Century Walter Raymond
Duncan, Barbara Jancar-Webster, Bob Switky, 2004
  the european union politics and policies: ECSA Review , 2001
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