phil taylor first world title

Phil Taylor First World Title: The Beginning of a Darts Legend

phil taylor first world title marked a pivotal moment not only in his career but in the history of
professional darts. Known later as "The Power," Phil Taylor’s rise to the pinnacle of the sport started
with a breakthrough victory that showcased his talent, mental toughness, and relentless dedication.
This article delves into the story behind Phil Taylor’s first world title, examining the context of his early

career, the tournament itself, and the lasting impact it had on darts as a competitive sport.

The Road to Glory: Phil Taylor’s Early Career

Before clinching his first world championship, Phil Taylor was already a promising talent in the darts
world. Born in 1960 in Stoke-on-Trent, England, Taylor grew up playing darts in local pubs and clubs,
slowly mastering the skill that would define his life. His early years were marked by steady

improvement and a hunger to compete at higher levels.

From Local Talent to Professional Contender

Phil Taylor’s journey wasn’t an overnight success. He began competing in county darts and various
regional tournaments, gradually building a reputation for precision and composure under pressure. His
early participation in the British Darts Organisation (BDO) tournaments showcased glimpses of the

greatness to come, though he was still seen as an up-and-comer rather than a dominant force.

The transition from a regional player to a contender on the world stage required both skill and mental
fortitude. Taylor’s discipline in practice routines and his ability to handle high-stakes matches helped

him steadily climb the rankings.



The 1990 World Darts Championship: Phil Taylor’s First World

Title

Phil Taylor’s first world title came during the 1990 Embassy World Professional Darts Championship,
held at the Lakeside Country Club in Frimley Green, England. This event was one of the most

prestigious darts tournaments globally, attracting the best players of the era.

A Tournament of High Stakes and Intense Competition

The 1990 championship was fiercely competitive, with legends like Eric Bristow and Dennis Priestley
participating. Taylor, though young and relatively new to the world championship scene, displayed
remarkable composure. His path to the final involved defeating several top-ranked players, signaling a

shift in the darts hierarchy.

The Final Showdown: Phil Taylor vs. Eric Bristow

The final match is often remembered as a symbolic passing of the torch. Eric Bristow, a five-time world
champion and one of the most dominant darts players of the 1980s, faced off against Taylor, who was

considered the rising star. The match was intense, with both players demonstrating incredible skill.

Taylor’s precision and calm under pressure made the difference. He won the final 6-1 in sets, a
resounding victory over his idol and mentor. This win was not just about the trophy; it announced the

arrival of a new era in darts, with Taylor poised to dominate for years to come.



The Significance of Phil Taylor’s First World Title

Phil Taylor’s first world title was more than just a personal achievement; it had wide-reaching

implications for the sport of darts and its global popularity.

Changing the Landscape of Professional Darts

Taylor’s victory marked the beginning of an era where the level of competition and professionalism in
darts dramatically increased. His approach to training, mental preparation, and match strategy set new
standards. Other players were inspired to elevate their game, leading to an overall enhancement in the

quality of professional darts tournaments.

Inspiration for Future Generations

The story of Phil Taylor’s ascent from a local player to world champion became a source of motivation
for young darts enthusiasts worldwide. His journey illustrated that with dedication, focus, and

resilience, it was possible to reach the top in a highly competitive sport.

Key Factors Behind Phil Taylor’s Early Success

Understanding the elements that contributed to Taylor’s first world title can offer valuable insights for

aspiring players and fans of the game.



Practice and Preparation

Taylor was known for his rigorous practice routines, often spending hours honing his technique. His
commitment to consistency and accuracy was unmatched, allowing him to perform at a high level even

under the pressure of world championship matches.

Mental Toughness

One of Taylor’s defining characteristics was his mental resilience. The ability to maintain focus, stay
calm in high-pressure situations, and bounce back from setbacks was crucial during the 1990

championship and throughout his career.

Technical Skill and Adaptability

Taylor’s throwing technique, selection of darts, and adaptability to different playing conditions were key
to his success. He continually refined his style to stay ahead of competitors, demonstrating a deep

understanding of the sport’s technical nuances.

Legacy of the First World Title and Beyond

Phil Taylor’s first world title laid the foundation for what would become one of the most decorated
careers in darts history. He went on to win a record 16 world championships, solidifying his status as

the greatest darts player of all time.



Impact on the Sport’s Popularity

Taylor’'s dominance helped elevate darts from a pub game to a globally recognized professional sport.
His charisma and competitive spirit attracted new fans, increased media coverage, and boosted prize

money, enabling the sport to grow exponentially.

Setting Records and Inspiring Excellence

The standards set by Taylor’s first world title victory pushed other players to innovate and improve. His
success inspired a generation of players who sought to emulate his achievements, contributing to the

evolution of darts into a highly competitive and respected sport.

What We Can Learn from Phil Taylor’s First World Title

For anyone interested in darts or competitive sports in general, Taylor’s journey offers several valuable

lessons:
¢ Dedication Pays Off: Consistent practice and a focus on improvement are essential for reaching
elite levels.

e Mental Strength Is Key: Developing the ability to stay calm and focused under pressure can be a

game-changer.

* Embrace Competition: Facing and learning from top competitors helps refine skills and build

confidence.

¢ Adaptability Matters: Being willing to modify techniques and strategies can keep a player ahead



in a constantly evolving sport.

Phil Taylor’s first world title wasn’t just a win; it was the start of a legendary career that transformed
darts forever. His story continues to inspire players and fans alike, reminding us that with passion,

perseverance, and precision, greatness is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did Phil Taylor win his first World Darts Championship title?

Phil Taylor won his first World Darts Championship title in 1990.

Who did Phil Taylor defeat to win his first World Title?

Phil Taylor defeated Eric Bristow in the final to win his first World Title.

How many sets did Phil Taylor win in his first World Championship
final?

Phil Taylor won the final with a score of 6-1 sets in his first World Championship.

Where was Phil Taylor's first World Darts Championship held?

Phil Taylor's first World Darts Championship was held at the Lakeside Country Club in Frimley Green,

England.

How old was Phil Taylor when he won his first World Title?

Phil Taylor was 29 years old when he won his first World Title in 1990.



What significance did Phil Taylor's first World Title have on his career?

Phil Taylor's first World Title marked the beginning of his domination in darts, leading to a record 16

World Championships.

Was Phil Taylor the favorite to win his first World Championship?

No, Phil Taylor was not the favorite; Eric Bristow was the favorite, but Taylor's victory was a major

upset.

How did Phil Taylor's first World Title impact the sport of darts?

Phil Taylor's first World Title helped raise the profile of darts and inspired a new generation of players.

Did Phil Taylor win any other major titles the same year as his first
World Championship?

Yes, Phil Taylor also won the World Matchplay later in 1990, establishing himself as a top player.

Additional Resources

Phil Taylor First World Title: A Defining Moment in Darts History

Phil Taylor first world title represents a pivotal chapter in the annals of professional darts. Widely
regarded as one of the greatest players the sport has ever seen, Phil Taylor’s ascent to his inaugural
world championship marked the beginning of an era dominated by precision, consistency, and mental
fortitude. This milestone not only set Taylor apart from his contemporaries but also elevated the profile

of darts on the global sporting stage.

Taylor’s initial triumph at the World Professional Darts Championship in 1990 was more than just a
personal achievement; it was a watershed moment that reshaped competitive standards. To

understand the significance of this victory, one must delve into the context of the sport during that



period, the challenges he faced, and the broader impact on darts’ evolution.

The Road to Phil Taylor’s First World Title

Phil Taylor’s journey to his first world title was characterized by steady progression and a relentless
commitment to excellence. Prior to 1990, Taylor had already demonstrated promise in various regional

and national tournaments, showcasing a blend of technical skill and composure under pressure.

At the time, the World Professional Darts Championship was the most prestigious event, featuring
seasoned veterans and emerging talents alike. Taylor’s breakthrough came at the Lakeside Country
Club in Frimley Green, a venue synonymous with darts’ rich tradition. The tournament structure,

employing a knockout format, tested players’ consistency and adaptability across multiple rounds.

Competitive Landscape of the 1990 Championship

The 1990 championship field was notably competitive, including established players such as Eric
Bristow and Dennis Priestley. Bristow, a dominant figure with multiple world titles, was considered the
favorite, and Priestley was emerging as a formidable challenger. Taylor, though recognized for his

potential, was still relatively under the radar compared to these heavyweights.

Taylor’s path to the final involved overcoming several skilled opponents, each presenting unique
tactical challenges. His ability to maintain high scoring averages and capitalize on finishing doubles
proved decisive. This consistency under pressure distinguished him from rivals who were prone to

lapses in concentration during critical moments.

Technical and Psychological Factors Behind the Victory



Phil Taylor’s first world title was not merely a product of raw talent; it was the result of meticulous
preparation and psychological resilience. Technically, Taylor’s throwing technique was noted for its
smooth, repeatable motion, allowing for remarkable accuracy. His scoring power, particularly his

proficiency in hitting treble 20 segments, gave him a scoring edge.

Psychologically, Taylor exhibited an extraordinary level of focus and calmness. His mental approach to
the game—treating each leg as an isolated battle and avoiding distractions—helped him navigate the
intense pressure of world championship darts. This mental toughness would become a hallmark of his

career.

Impact of Phil Taylor’s First World Title on His Career and the

Sport

Securing the 1990 World Professional Darts Championship was a turning point that propelled Phil
Taylor into the spotlight. It established him as a credible contender and laid the foundation for his
legendary run of multiple world titles. Over the following decades, Taylor amassed an unprecedented

16 world championships, a record that remains unmatched.

Elevating the Standards of Professional Darts

Taylor’s initial world title win coincided with a period of transformation in darts, moving from a pub
game to a highly professionalized sport. His dominance forced competitors to elevate their own

standards, leading to improvements in training regimes, equipment, and match preparation.

Moreover, Taylor’s success contributed to increasing the sport’s visibility and commercial appeal.
Sponsors, broadcasters, and fans were drawn to the high level of skill and drama that Taylor’s
performances brought to the oche. This helped to pave the way for darts’ expansion into new markets

and the rise of global tournaments.



Comparisons with Other Sporting Debuts

When examining Phil Taylor’s first world title in the context of sporting debuts, it stands alongside
some of the most remarkable inaugural victories. Much like legends in other sports who have won
major championships early in their careers—such as Tiger Woods at the Masters or Michael Jordan in

the NBA Finals—Taylor’s breakthrough marked the arrival of a generational talent.
Unlike some athletes whose early success is fleeting, Taylor’s first triumph was the beginning of

sustained dominance. His ability to adapt, innovate, and maintain motivation over a career spanning

more than two decades is a testament to his exceptional professionalism.

Legacy and Continued Influence of the 1990 Championship

Phil Taylor’s first world title in 1990 continues to resonate within the darts community. It is often cited
as the moment when the sport’s competitive landscape irrevocably shifted. For aspiring players,

Taylor’s victory serves as inspiration, illustrating the rewards of dedication and strategic mastery.

Lessons from Taylor’s Breakthrough

Several key lessons emerge from analyzing Phil Taylor’s first world title:
* Preparation is paramount: Taylor’s rigorous practice routines highlight the importance of
consistent skill development.

e Mental toughness matters: The ability to perform under pressure distinguishes champions from

contenders.



e Adaptability is essential: Taylor’s evolving techniques and strategies kept him ahead of his

peers.

¢ Longevity requires passion: Sustaining a top-level career demands intrinsic motivation beyond

initial success.

The 1990 Championship in Retrospect

Looking back, the 1990 World Professional Darts Championship stands as a historic event that
announced the arrival of a sport icon. Taylor’s performance encapsulated the essence of competitive
darts—precision, nerve, and tactical intelligence. The match itself, and the tournament as a whole, are

frequently referenced in documentaries, retrospectives, and analyses that chart the evolution of darts.

The tournament also marked a shift in the sport's dynamics, signaling a move away from the era
dominated by previous champions and towards a new paradigm driven by Taylor’s relentless pursuit of
excellence. His first world title was not just a personal milestone but a catalyst for the sport’s

modernization.

Phil Taylor’s first world title remains a defining moment that encapsulates the blend of skill,
psychology, and competitive spirit that darts demands. It laid the groundwork for his enduring legacy

and set a benchmark that continues to inspire players and fans around the world.

Phil Taylor First World Title

phil taylor first world title: Staying Power Phil Taylor, 2014-10-23 Phil 'The Power' Taylor is
the uncontested king of darts, his sixteen world championship titles between 1990 and 2013 far
outclassing anything else the game has seen. He started out as a protégé of Eric Bristow, the Crafty
Cockney, having wandered into his Burslem pub with a set of darts his wife had given him for his
birthday. At that time Taylor was earning £52 a week working in a ceramics factory and hardly
played. But jaws dropped and pint mugs tipped over as this newcomer suddenly unleashed a gift for


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/phil-taylor-first-world-title.pdf

flight that had soon eclipsed even the Crafty Cockney himself, and amassed Phil a haul of over 200
professional tournament victories. Staying Power is a year in the life of a legend, twice nominated
for BBC Sports Personality of the Year, a man who made darts look a doddle to British pub-goers
everywhere and set his seal on the game as the bloke to beat. A year of triumph and disaster, in
which Taylor crashed out of the world championship in the second round to young outsider Michael
Smith and fell asleep at home on Christmas day, exhausted from the strain of constant winning. A
year when he played arguably the greatest ever game of darts, in the Grand Slam semi-final against
recent world champion Adrian Lewis the two slugging it out to the wire. A year in which Taylor
rocked Australia, féted like royalty. A year of spats and hecklers, clashes on stage and off, of
head-to-heads with the Dutch superstar Michael van Gerwen. But most of all this is a year in which
Phil Taylor, one of sport's greatest champions, has looked hard at his life in his determination to stay
in power.

phil taylor first world title: The Little Book of Darts Brian Belton, 2011-11-01 This book is a
fascinating and entertaining mixture of the history and characters of the darts world. It features
player profiles, trivia - including players' walk-on music, quickest matches, longest matches, 9-dart
finishes, the most loved and hated players and celebrity fans - as well as a treasure trove of
statistical information. As such, all the tension, glory, complexity and irony of the 'art of the arras' is
portrayed. Funny, interesting and perplexing, the reader will smile, reminisce, laugh and
occasionally experience bewilderment as the spirit of the oche is brought to life. The wit and skill of
players is mixed with expressions of frustration, pain, confusion and anguish. Fighters, moaners,
clowns and philosophers rub shoulders between the pages, creating an atmosphere that anyone who
has either watched or played the game will recognise. With this book, Brian Belton hits the bullseye
of a simple passion that has enjoyed a massive resurgence of popularity in recent years.

phil taylor first world title: Old Stoneface - My Autobiography John Lowe, 2009-06-08 Since
the age of twenty-one, darts has been my life - and what a life!'John Lowe is one of Britain's greatest
ever darts champions. Unruffled on the oche, even in the face of the greatest challenges, 'Old
Stoneface', as John is known, became an indomitable force in the darts world. With every major
darts accolade under his belt, his name has gone down in the history of the game.It was fate that
kick-started John's career in the sport when, one evening, he was asked to take someone's place
during a match. Had it not been for this, John would have followed his father down the mine and led
quite a different life.In this fascinating book, John speaks candidly of his two marriages, the glamour
and the strain brough about by jetting around the world to play in tournaments, as well as tales from
all the major matches and what he really thinks about his big-name opponents. A must-read for any
sports fan.'A must-read for darts fans' - Sid Waddell'Priceless stuff.' - Andrew Baker, Daily
Telegraph'John lifts the lid off darts...something that no other darts player has dared to do thus far.' -
Darts World magazine

phil taylor first world title: Darts Champions Emily James, Al, 2025-02-19 Darts Champions
explores the captivating world of professional darts, spotlighting the journeys, skills, and mindsets of
its iconic figures. It delves into the evolution of the sport, from pub pastime to a global phenomenon,
showcasing that success requires more than just natural talent; it demands rigorous training and
unwavering mental resilience. Interestingly, the book examines how the split between the BDO and
PDC shaped the landscape of modern darts. The book dissects the intricate details of darts,
including the evolution of throwing techniques, strategic mental preparation, and the increasing
commercialization of the sport. It analyzes the throwing styles of iconic players and the
psychological strategies they employ to manage pressure, supported by statistical data and match
footage analysis. Darts Champions progresses from the fundamentals of the game to detailed player
profiles, culminating in a discussion of darts' future, making it valuable for both enthusiasts and
those interested in sports biography.

phil taylor first world title: The Ultimate Book of Darts Anne Kramer, 2013-09-13 Share in the
euphoria that comes of the “kill shot” by learning the skills and techniques required to play a great
game of darts. From the history of the sport to choosing the right type of equipment, The Ultimate



Book of Darts is written in an accessible style that is perfect for both novices and seasoned
professionals. Dart throwing is now a global phenomenon with new players emerging every day. This
amazing sport demands remarkable precision and an agile mind from its competitors. Learn the
rules for playing team games and tips for improving your score and ability for more advanced
competitions. Author Anne Kramer focuses on the mechanics of dart throwing by discussing the pros
and cons of various stances, such as toes square to the line versus one foot behind the other. This
guide emphasizes good form over accuracy. If you develop good form, the accuracy will follow. Aside
from mechanics this book also discusses the necessary equipment from types of darts to board
materials, dimensions, and mounting. Whether you’re an expert marksman who competes in a pub
league or a guy who just enjoys throwing sharp objects, this is the go-to guide to a longstanding and
fun tradition.

phil taylor first world title: Combat Sports David L. Hudson Jr., 2009-05-13 Fistic combat
represents the greatest human drama in all of sport. Roman gladiators thrilled citizens and
emperors alike when they entered the octagon to face an intense, life-threatening experience.
Boxing, the sport of kings, also has its roots in the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome. Banned
in 500 A.D. by the Emperor Theodoric, it resurfaced twelve centuries later in England. John Milton
praised it as a noble art for building character in young men, and sports writer A.]. Leibling dubbed
it the Sweet Science. Many of its major protagonists - men such as Joe Louis, Rocky Marciano and
Muhammad Ali - have become transcendent, near-mythic heroes. But boxing is not the only combat
sport, and mixed martial arts, in all their ferocious beauty, represent the fastest growing sports
genre in the world. Ultimate Fighting Championships (UFC) has joined boxing in paying seven
figures to some of its champions, and draws millions in its pay-per-view events. This book details
leading figures in boxing, sumo wrestling, kickboxing, Greco-Roman wrestling, and mixed martial
arts (including organizations such as Ultimate Fighting, PRIDE, K-1, Total Combat, and
SportFighting). Over 150 entries cover champions, contenders, and other famous combatants from
all over the world, as well as legendary promoters, managers, trainers, and events. Also included in
this encyclopedia are sidebars on controversies, highlights, brief bios, and other noteworthy events,
along with a general timeline. .

phil taylor first world title: All About Darts Russ Bray, 2024-11-07 Stand up if you love the
darts! The one and only legend that is Russ 'The Voice' Bray has been the man beside the oche
calling major darts tournaments since 1996. He has now hung up his mic, but stand up and rejoice
as he'll be making himself heard once again in this essential, all-seeing companion to your favourite
sport! Every throw counts, and Russ calls the best matches he's ever reffed, the greatest comebacks
and the wildest epics. And it's access all areas as he takes us into the practice rooms to watch the
mind games unfold. Russ also has a ton of stories to tell you about all the greats. Read on and cheer
for the old-school superstars like Eric Bristow and Phil Taylor, and get chanting for the current
contenders from Mighty Mike to Luke the Nuke. From the pubs to Ally Pally - it's GAME ON!

phil taylor first world title: Guinness World Records 2013 Craig Glenday, 2013-04-30
Includes new and updated records with never-before-seen photography--from the new shortest living
man and a slam-dunking parrot to the fiercest predators in the ocean.

phil taylor first world title: Can You Beat the Beast? Mark Labbett, 2022-10-13 Have you got
what it takes to challenge TV's most notorious quizzer? Take on the infamous Beast in 50 quizzes
designed for all the family. Can you rival Mark's knowledge over 20 different subjects... beware even
those that you might think aren't his strong suit - such as sport or music - will prove a real challenge.
Compare your answers at the back to see if you've tamed the Beast, and which you might have got
right that he got wrong. There are extra facts as Mark gives you fascinating bits of trivia associated
with many of the answers, and lets you know if you've got a really tricky one correct! Mark also tells
stories of his own quizzing adventures and gives you tips and advice for improving your quizzing
skills, such as common quiz questions and things you should commit to memory. It all adds up to a
fun, interactive, challenging experience for fans of The Chase and its most infamous protagonist.

phil taylor first world title: PDC Darts Nigel Boeg, 2021-12-20 The Second Edition of PDC



Darts covers the same details as the original book with current details of tournament winners and
runners up on the PDC (Professional Darts Corporation) Tour. Besides the tournament results,
analysis of the tournament history is provided. Provides details of players that have thrown the
perfect leg, the highest average achieved during the history of the tournament, how many times a
player has appeared in the final, and how many times a player has won the tournament. Majority of
tournaments were cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic in 2020. To keep the tour viable,
there were three Home Tour Championships staged until players could attend events in person. The
book is to provide the reader and dart enthusiast more information on publications, links to web
sites of dart manufacturers, County Darts Organisations, Professional Bodies and Organisations, dart
stores, and Country Darts Organisations. This is not a comprehensive list but it begins the work of
collating details of darts into one place instead of being scattered around the World Wide Web
across many sites and publications. Disclaimer: Links to dart stores is for informational purposes. I
have not been contacted by any of the stores to advertise. When I come across a dart store and the
link is correct, I have included in list for dart enthusiasts. I hope you enjoy the book.

phil taylor first world title: Bobby Dazzler Bobby George, 2008-09-18 The autobiography of
one of the most charismatic figures in darts history, who has so much more to tell... When Bobby
George first appeared on the darts scene, he immediately caught the eye: well built (he was the only
darts player ever to be approached to take part in TV's Superstars), good looking and with plenty of
bling, he was a natural showman. He could play a bit too, as he showed by reaching the final of the
world championship in both 1980 and 1994. But that is only the beginning of the story. Before the
darts came his time as a doorman at various East End pubs and bars just after the era of the Krays
and Richardsons, when baseball bats and knuckle dusters would often come in handy. He also
helped build the Victoria line. Since he retired from full-time darts, he has appeared in gangster
films such as Dog, on TV programmes such as Celebrity Fit Club, and in videos with The Streets.
Now best known as a commentator on the BBC, George relives the excitement of the last thirty years
of the world of darts, with plenty of insider gossip and stories about all the most famous players in
the TV era of the sport.

phil taylor first world title: Barry Hearn: My Life Barry Hearn, 2022-04-28 Out now: the
autobiography of the legendary sports promoter, Barry Hearn. THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'l
am the largest sports promoter in the world. I promote 11 sports to a global audience of billions of
people every day of my life' A larger than life working class hero, Romford born and bred -
always ready with the perfect soundbite - Barry Hearn was famously described as 'roguish but never
a rogue'. Hearn is credited with turning snooker into one of the biggest sports in Britain. He
essentially turned a sport in which competitors wear bowties into a massive, globally televised event.
Away from the table, his promotions empire casts its net over a dozen sports - from professional
boxing to darts, fishing to ten-pin bowling - and his career spans four decades. He also previously
owned Leyton Orient football club. Packed with hilarious anecdotes from the golden age of snooker,
and behind-the-scenes insight into boxing negotiations and darts bust-ups, Hearn's book is a joy to
read from start to finish.

phil taylor first world title: Censored 2007 Peter Phillips, Project Censored, 2011-01-04 The
yearly volumes of Censored, in continuous publication since 1976 and since 1995 available through
Seven Stories Press, is dedicated to the stories that ought to be top features on the nightly news, but
that are missing because of media bias and self-censorship. The top stories are listed democratically
in order of importance according to students, faculty, and a national panel of judges. Each of the top
stories is presented at length, alongside updates from the investigative reporters who broke the
stories.

phil taylor first world title: Censored 2008 Peter Phillips, Andrew Roth, Project Censored,
2011-01-04 The yearly volumes of Censored, in continuous publication since 1976 and since 1995
available through Seven Stories Press, is dedicated to the stories that ought to be top features on the
nightly news, but that are missing because of media bias and self-censorship. The top stories are
listed democratically in order of importance according to students, faculty, and a national panel of



judges. Each of the top stories is presented at length, alongside updates from the investigative
reporters who broke the stories.

phil taylor first world title: Historical Dictionary of Soccer Tom Dunmore, 2011-09-01
Soccer is the world's most popular sport and one of the globe's best known cultural practices. The
pinnacle of the sport worldwide is the FIFA World Cup, a competition held every four years, which
crowns one nation as the world champion in front of huge global television audiences: over half of
the planet's population watched the 2010 FIFA World Cup final between Spain and the Netherlands.
From the humble origins of modern soccer in Great Britain in the 19th century, world soccer has
become today a vast, commercialized global industry, with huge salaries paid to the biggest stars
due to the massive amounts of revenue generated through the sale of television rights, ticket sales,
and sponsorship income. The Historical Dictionary of Soccer presents a comprehensive history of the
game through a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, numerous appendixes that list
everything from the FIFA World Player of the Year to FIFA World Cup Winners and Runners-Up to
the UEFA Champions League Winners and Runners-Up, and over 400 cross-referenced dictionary
entries on places, teams, terminology, and people, including Garrincha, Pelé, Johan Cruyff, Diego
Maradona, Zinedine Zidane, and Lionel Messi. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about soccer.

phil taylor first world title: A Question of Sport Quiz Book Gareth Edwards, 2020-09-24 Can
you solve this sporting equation? '53EG for WR' In which sport can you win the Sid Waddell Trophy?
And in which year did Turin host the Winter Olympics? For over 50 years A Question of Sport has
been the last word in sports quizzing, and now you can take on the challenge to guess the Mystery
Guest, race to the Sprint Finish, and show off your expertise. With over 3000 new questions from
athletics to football, racing, tennis, swimming and every sport in between, you'll be tested on sports
in every era. Challenge friends and family or play in teams to be crowned the champions. Will you
gamble or play it safe in Home or Away? Could you hold your nerve in the high-speed buzzer round?
What will your score be when the final whistle blows?

phil taylor first world title: Soccer Satisfied John Gwynne, 2020-10-04 As supporter, player
and broadcaster, John Gwynne has enjoyed a lifelong passion for football. In 'Soccer Satisfied' we
follow a footballing journey which originated in the Shropshire countryside of the 1950s.
Shrewsbury Town was the local league team but a move to Manchester triggered over sixty years of
undying love for Manchester City. This sky blue thread weaves through the book, interspersed with
memories of John's own playing career at grass roots level, anecdotes from his broadcasting career
on local radio and for Sky's 'Soccer Saturday' and memorable evenings on the dinner circuit. John
has met and befriended many great characters including Bert Trautmann, Denis Law, Jimmy
Armfield and Gordon Banks. Meetings with Sir Matt Busby, Bobby Moore and Sir Alex Ferguson
have left a lasting impression. Pain and passion are felt as he writes movingly of the Munich tragedy
and the death of his beloved and ever-supportive wife Margaret. On a lighter note, there are a host
of humorous anecdotes and one of broadcasting's most distinctive voices can be heard on every
page. 'Soccer Satisfied' is a warm, nostalgic journey connecting two quite different eras. The game
has changed markedly but John's enthusiasm for it has not dimmed.

phil taylor first world title: Butch Wilkins and the Sundance Kid Nige Tassell, 2018-09-06
A sportswriter recounts his adolescent obsession with televised sports through the 1980s in this
witty and well-observed coming of age memoir. In Butch Wilkins and the Sundance Kid, author Nige
Tassell chronicles his decade-long obsession with televised sports during his teenage years in the
1980s. With nostalgia, humor, and surprising insight, Tassell chronicles his desperate navigation
through TV schedules in a hopeless devotion to any sport he could find. Tassell deftly weaves pithy
observations on the changing nature of professional sports with reflections on the trials of
adolescence and impending adulthood. Sweet, wise and witty, Butch Wilkins and the Sundance Kid
is a love letter to a time gone by and a celebration of the way sports can transcend the screen to
impact our lives.

phil taylor first world title: Australian National Bibliography, 1978



phil taylor first world title: Toronto Howard Akler, Sarah B. Hood, 2003 Toronto, named by
UNESCO as the world's most multicultural city, attracts thousands of tourists annually to its
fascinating neighbourhoods and thriving cultural scene. But in its 250-year history, Toronto has also
become a place of many intriguing secrets. Toronto: The Unknown City delves into the lesser-known
spaces and stories of the city that's no longer known as The Good, offering tantalizing tidbits of local
lore, offbeat facts, and surprising anecdotes. From sealed-off public spaces to lost railways, tales of
true crime to behind-the-scenes movie gossip, it's packed with revelations. There's also a guide to
one of the world's most eclectic dining scenes, plus celebrity stories, sports snippets, a backstage
tour of the theatre and music scenes, fabulous shopping tips, and lots more of what you'd expect to
find in an insider's look at the city the rest of Canada loves to hate. Little known facts about Toronto:
- There's an asteroid named Toronto; it's twelve miles wide and its orbit is between Jupiter and
Mars. - Toronto is the bike theft capital of North America. - Now available in 36 countries--and
represented by the hottest pop stars--MAC Cosmetics was started in 1985 by two guys named Frank,
on Carlton Street in Toronto. - Toronto is home to the World Rock Paper Scissors society, a group
dedicated to non-violent dispute resolution. - Women's bantam boxing champ Lisa Bad News Brown
trains at the Cabbagetown gym. - Toronto's Johnny Cameron, the Kinky Cobbler, is a dildo artisan. -
In Toronto during the First World War, a young Bill Falkner transformed himself into William
Faulkner.
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