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My Life with the Saints James Martin: A Journey Through Faith and Inspiration

my life with the saints james martin began the moment I picked up his book, a richly woven
tapestry of stories about saints that felt surprisingly relatable and deeply human. James Martin, SJ,
has a unique way of bringing the lives of saints off the dusty pages of history and into the vibrant
reality of our daily struggles, hopes, and joys. This article explores how my life with the saints James
Martin introduced me to a modern spiritual companionship, one that has transformed my
understanding of holiness and inspired a more compassionate, joyful faith journey.

Discovering the Saints Through James Martin’s Eyes

Before encountering James Martin’s work, saints seemed distant, almost unreachable
figures—idealized icons rather than real people. His book, *My Life with the Saints*, changed that
perspective completely. Martin’s storytelling is conversational, engaging, and deeply rooted in his
own experiences, which makes the saints feel less like historical figures and more like companions in
life’s challenges.

Relating to Saints as Real People

What sets James Martin apart is his ability to humanize the saints. Instead of presenting them as
perfect paragons, he shares their struggles, doubts, and quirks. For instance, learning about St.
Augustine’s tumultuous youth or St. Therese’s quiet perseverance made me realize that sanctity is
not about perfection but about striving amid imperfections. This relatable approach helped me
connect with saints on a personal level, seeing them as friends who understand the messiness of life.

The Role of Storytelling in Spiritual Growth

James Martin’s narrative style is more than just engaging—it’s transformative. Through vivid
anecdotes and personal reflections, he invites readers to enter the lives of saints and draw lessons
that apply to contemporary life. This storytelling approach has deepened my own spiritual growth,
encouraging me to reflect on how the virtues and challenges of the saints intersect with my daily
experiences.

Lessons from My Life with the Saints James Martin

Reading *My Life with the Saints* is like embarking on a spiritual pilgrimage guided by James
Martin’s wisdom. Each chapter offers insights that resonate beyond the stories themselves, touching
on themes of grace, perseverance, and love.



Learning Patience and Perseverance

Many saints featured in Martin’s book faced long periods of struggle before their sanctity was
recognized. Their stories taught me that patience is essential in any spiritual journey. It’s not about
instant transformation but about faithfully continuing even when progress feels slow or invisible.
This lesson has been particularly helpful during challenging periods of my life, reminding me to trust
the process.

Embracing Compassion and Forgiveness

James Martin’s reflections often highlight the saints’ capacity for compassion, especially toward
those society marginalized or misunderstood. Encountering stories of saints who embraced sinners
or forgave their persecutors inspired me to cultivate a more forgiving and open heart in my own
relationships. This compassionate lens has enriched my interactions, making faith a living practice
rather than abstract doctrine.

Finding Joy in the Journey

One of the most uplifting aspects of my life with the saints James Martin is the emphasis on joy.
Contrary to the stereotype of saints as somber and austere, Martin reveals their capacity for humor,
celebration, and delight in God’s presence. This perspective has helped me approach faith with a
lighter heart, appreciating moments of grace and happiness even amid trials.

How James Martin’s Work Influences Modern
Spirituality

James Martin is not just a storyteller; he is a bridge between ancient spirituality and the
contemporary world. His approach to saints and holiness resonates with people seeking relevance
and authenticity in their faith.

Making Saints Accessible in Today’s Context

By focusing on the humanity of saints, James Martin dismantles barriers that often make saints seem
intimidating or irrelevant. This approach has opened the door for many, including myself, to
embrace the saints as accessible role models who speak to modern challenges like anxiety, social
justice, and community building.

Encouraging Inclusivity and Dialogue

James Martin’s ministry and writing promote an inclusive vision of the Church, welcoming diverse



voices and experiences. This inclusivity extends to his portrayal of saints, who come from various
cultures, backgrounds, and life situations. Engaging with this broad spectrum of sanctity has
broadened my understanding of what it means to live a holy life today.

Incorporating Saints into Daily Practice

Inspired by James Martin, I’ve integrated small spiritual habits related to the saints into my daily
routine—whether it’s reading a short biography, meditating on a saint’s virtue, or simply invoking
their intercession. These practices have made my faith more tangible and dynamic, grounding me in
a tradition that is both ancient and alive.

Tips for Engaging with Saints Inspired by James Martin

If you’re curious about deepening your own spiritual journey through the lives of saints, here are
some practical tips drawn from my experience with *My Life with the Saints* by James Martin:

Start with stories: Choose saints whose lives resonate with your current struggles or
interests. James Martin’s book is a great starting point because it covers a diverse array of
saints with engaging narratives.

Reflect personally: After reading about a saint, take time to journal or meditate on what their
story reveals about your own life and faith.

Pray with the saints: Incorporate prayers or novenas associated with saints to foster a sense
of spiritual companionship.

Practice virtues: Identify one virtue exemplified by a saint and intentionally cultivate it in
your daily interactions.

Stay open to surprises: Sometimes saints you least expect can become your most inspiring
guides. Let your curiosity lead you.

Personal Reflections on Living with the Saints Through
James Martin’s Lens

Engaging with the saints through James Martin’s writing has been a deeply enriching experience.
It’s like having a wise friend who not only shares fascinating stories but also challenges and
encourages me to live more fully. The saints come alive not just as examples to admire but as
companions walking alongside me through life’s ups and downs.

This journey has also reshaped my understanding of what holiness looks like. It’s less about



perfection and more about love, persistence, and openness to grace. James Martin’s approach invites
all of us, regardless of where we are on our spiritual path, to find inspiration in the saints and to see
our own lives as part of a larger, sacred story.

Whether you are deeply rooted in faith or simply curious about spirituality, *My Life with the Saints*
by James Martin offers a compelling invitation to explore the rich heritage of Christian holiness in a
way that feels relevant and alive today. It’s a reminder that the saints are not distant figures but
vibrant companions who can illuminate our path and inspire us to live with courage, joy, and love.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'My Life with the Saints' James Martin?
The author of 'My Life with the Saints' is James Martin, a Jesuit priest, author, and editor known for
his writings on spirituality and Catholicism.

What is the main theme of 'My Life with the Saints' by James
Martin?
'My Life with the Saints' explores the lives of various saints and how their stories have inspired and
influenced James Martin's own spiritual journey.

How does James Martin incorporate personal experiences in
'My Life with the Saints'?
James Martin weaves his personal reflections and experiences with the stories of saints, making the
book both a spiritual memoir and a tribute to the saints' impact on his life.

Which saints are prominently featured in 'My Life with the
Saints' by James Martin?
The book features a variety of saints from different backgrounds and eras, including St. Therese of
Lisieux, St. Augustine, and St. Francis of Assisi, among others.

Is 'My Life with the Saints' suitable for readers new to Catholic
spirituality?
Yes, the book is accessible and engaging for both newcomers and those familiar with Catholic
spirituality, offering insights into the lives of saints through a personal and relatable narrative.

What makes James Martin's approach to saints unique in 'My
Life with the Saints'?
James Martin combines scholarly knowledge with heartfelt personal anecdotes, presenting saints as
relatable figures rather than distant historical icons.



Has 'My Life with the Saints' by James Martin received critical
acclaim?
Yes, the book has been praised for its warm, engaging style and for providing a fresh perspective on
the lives of the saints.

Are there any notable quotes from 'My Life with the Saints' by
James Martin?
One notable quote is: 'The saints are not superhuman. They are simply people who decided to put
God first in their lives.' This reflects the book's approachable view of holiness.

Where can I purchase or read 'My Life with the Saints' by
James Martin?
The book is available for purchase at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and may also
be available at local libraries or in digital formats.

Additional Resources
**My Life with the Saints James Martin: A Thoughtful Exploration of Faith and Spirituality**

my life with the saints james martin is more than just a title; it encapsulates a spiritual journey
through the lives of revered figures in Christian history, interpreted and presented by one of the
most influential contemporary Catholic voices, James Martin, SJ. His book, *My Life with the Saints*,
offers readers a profound and personal insight into the saints’ lives, intertwined with his own
experiences and reflections. This article takes an investigative look into James Martin’s approach,
the thematic essence of *My Life with the Saints*, and how it resonates within the broader context
of modern spirituality and faith.

Understanding James Martin’s Vision in *My Life with
the Saints*

James Martin, a Jesuit priest and acclaimed author, is known for his ability to engage both devout
Catholics and general readers through approachable yet deeply theological narratives. His book *My
Life with the Saints* stands out as a distinctive work that blends memoir with hagiography,
presenting the saints not as distant, idealized figures but as real people who grappled with struggles
and doubts much like anyone else.

In *My Life with the Saints James Martin* invites readers to consider how the lives of the saints
intersect with contemporary challenges, making their stories applicable to personal growth and
spiritual development. Unlike traditional hagiographies that often focus solely on the sanctity and
miracles, Martin’s narrative draws attention to the humanity of saints, emphasizing their
imperfections, doubts, and perseverance.



Thematic Core: Saints as Companions on the Journey

One of the defining characteristics of *My Life with the Saints* is how Martin portrays saints as
companions rather than distant idols. This perspective is crucial in fostering a personal connection
between readers and the saints, reflecting a modern spiritual sensibility that values relatability and
authenticity.

Throughout the book, Martin shares anecdotes from his own life, including moments of uncertainty,
loneliness, and faith crises. By doing so, he creates a dialogue between his experiences and those of
the saints, reinforcing the idea that sainthood is an attainable goal marked by struggle and grace.
This approach appeals to a wide audience, including those who may feel alienated by more dogmatic
presentations of faith.

Comparative Analysis: *My Life with the Saints* in
Contemporary Catholic Literature

When compared to other popular works on saints or spirituality, *My Life with the Saints James
Martin* offers a unique blend of memoir and historical reflection. For example, traditional works like
*Butler’s Lives of the Saints* focus on comprehensive biographical details and theological
significance, often written in a more formal style. In contrast, Martin’s book is conversational and
intimate, making it accessible for readers unfamiliar with Catholic doctrine.

Moreover, James Martin’s background as a Jesuit priest informs his emphasis on discernment and
social justice, themes subtly woven into the saints’ stories. This dimension distinguishes his
narrative from other spirituality books that may focus predominantly on personal piety or mystical
experiences.

Features That Set *My Life with the Saints* Apart

Personal Reflections: Martin integrates his life story, creating a layered reading experience
that combines biography and autobiography.

Diverse Saints: The book covers a broad spectrum of saints, from well-known figures like
Augustine and Teresa of Avila to lesser-known saints, offering a comprehensive view.

Contemporary Relevance: Issues such as LGBTQ inclusion, social justice, and modern
doubts are addressed through the lens of saintly lives.

Accessible Language: The prose avoids theological jargon, making it suitable for both
religious and secular audiences.



Exploring the Impact of *My Life with the Saints James
Martin* on Readers

The reception of *My Life with the Saints* has been mixed but generally positive, reflecting its
ability to challenge and inspire. Many readers appreciate Martin’s candidness and the
encouragement to view saints as flawed yet inspiring individuals. This approach has been
particularly resonant among younger Catholics and those seeking a more inclusive understanding of
faith.

However, some traditionalists critique the book for what they perceive as a too-progressive
interpretation of saints, especially regarding Martin’s open discussions about his own identity and
the inclusion of LGBTQ themes. This tension highlights the evolving landscape of Catholic
spirituality and the ongoing dialogue between tradition and modernity.

Pros and Cons of James Martin’s Approach

Pros:1.

Humanizes saints, making them relatable and inspiring.

Bridges the gap between historical faith figures and contemporary life challenges.

Encourages readers to integrate spirituality with personal identity and social concerns.

Accessible to a broad audience, including non-Catholics.

Cons:2.

May be viewed as too informal or progressive by some traditional readers.

Less emphasis on doctrinal theology might disappoint readers seeking deep theological
analysis.

The blending of memoir and hagiography might blur the lines between historical facts
and personal interpretation.

How *My Life with the Saints James Martin* Fits into



Modern Faith Practices

In the current era, where faith practices are increasingly personalized and diversified, *My Life with
the Saints* serves as a bridge between historical tradition and present-day spirituality. Martin’s
work aligns with a growing trend in religious literature that prioritizes narrative and personal
experience over dogmatic instruction.

This book also complements other contemporary works that emphasize the accessibility of
spirituality, such as those by authors like Henri Nouwen or Richard Rohr. By centering saints as
companions on the spiritual journey, Martin fosters a sense of community and shared humanity that
many find lacking in institutional religion.

Utilizing *My Life with the Saints* for Spiritual Growth

For individuals seeking to deepen their spiritual lives, *My Life with the Saints* offers several
practical avenues:

Using saints’ stories as prompts for reflection on personal challenges and virtues.

Engaging in journaling inspired by the themes Martin explores, such as doubt, perseverance,
and grace.

Participating in group discussions or book clubs centered around the book’s themes to foster
community.

Incorporating prayer or meditation practices inspired by the saints featured in the book.

These applications underscore the book’s potential not just as a literary work but as a tool for
ongoing spiritual formation.

---

In sum, *My Life with the Saints James Martin* represents a meaningful contribution to
contemporary Catholic literature and spiritual discourse. Through its blend of personal narrative and
historical reflection, it invites readers into a nuanced dialogue with the saints—one that is honest,
inclusive, and deeply human. Whether approached as a devotional guide, a memoir, or a cultural
critique, Martin’s work continues to inspire and challenge readers navigating the complexities of
faith in the modern world.

My Life With The Saints James Martin

  my life with the saints james martin: My Life with the Saints James Martin, 2006 James
Martin reflects on how he has been inspired throughout his life by the saints of the Catholic Church

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/my-life-with-the-saints-james-martin.pdf


and how the saints' teachings have led him to his current path as a Jesuit priest.
  my life with the saints james martin: My Life with the Saints James Martin, 2010-06 One of
Publishers Weekly's Best Books of the Year - Winner of a Christopher Award - Winner of a Catholic
Press Association Book Award Meet some surprising friends of God in this warm and wonderful
memoir James Martin has led an entirely modern life: from a lukewarm Catholic childhood, to an
education at the Wharton School of Business, to the executive fast track at General Electric, to
ministry as a Jesuit priest, to a busy media career in Manhattan. But at every step he has been
accompanied by some surprising friends-the saints of the Catholic Church. For many, these holy men
and women remain just historical figures. For Martin, they are intimate companions. They pray for
me, offer me comfort, give me examples of discipleship, and help me along the way, he writes. The
author is both engaging and specific about the help and companionship he has received. When his
pride proves troublesome, he seeks help from Thomas Merton, the monk and writer who struggled
with egotism. In sickness he turns to ThÉrÈse of Lisieux, who knew about the boredom and self-pity
that come with illness. Joan of Arc shores up his flagging courage. Aloysius Gonzaga deepens his
compassion. Pope John XXIII helps him to laugh and not take life too seriously. Martin's inspiring,
witty, and always fascinating memoir encompasses saints from the whole of Christian history- from
St. Peter to Dorothy Day. His saintly friends include Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of Loyola, Mother
Teresa, and other beloved figures. They accompany the author on a lifelong pilgrimage that includes
stops in a sunlit square of a French town, a quiet retreat house on a New England beach, the gritty
housing projects of inner-city Chicago, the sprawling slums of Nairobi, and a gorgeous Baroque
church in Rome. This rich, vibrant, stirring narrative shows how the saints can help all of us find our
way in the world. In a cross between Holden Caulfield and Thomas Merton, James Martin has
written one of the best spiritual memoirs in years. -Robert Ellsberg, author of All Saints It isn't often
that a new and noteworthy book comes along in this genre, but we have reason to celebrate My Life
with the Saints. It is earmarked for longevity. It will endure as an important and uncommon
contribution to religious writing. -Doris Donnelly, America An account . . . that is as delightful as it is
instructive. -First Things In delightful prose Martin recounts incidents, both perilous and funny, that
have prompted him to turn to the saints, and in doing so shows us a new way of living out a devotion
that is as old and universal as the Church. -Avery Cardinal Dulles, SJ, Fordham University An
outstanding and often hilarious memoir. -Publishers Weekly Martin's final word for us is as Jungian
as it is Catholic: God does not want us to be like Mother Teresa or Dorothy Day. God wants us to be
most fully ourselves. -The Washington Post Book World
  my life with the saints james martin: Mi vida con los santos James Martin, 2010-03-01 Para
el padre James Martin, SJ los Santos ¡son mucho más que estatuas de yeso, son amigos personales!
En Mi vida con los Santos James Martin nos presenta una conmovedora experiencia respect a su
relación con los Santos –desde María, la madre de Jesús, hasta San Francisco o la Madre Teresa− y
la manera personal en la que ha side dirigido por los heroes de la Iglesia a lo largo de toda su vida.
El padre James nos presenta vívidos y encantadores relatos de los Santos más populares,
permitiéndonos ver no solo su santidad, sino su humanidad. A partir de esta experiencia
descubrimos la llamada y posibilidad de vivir la santidad en nuestra propia humanidad. James
Martin has led an entirely modern life: from a lukewarm Catholic childhood, to an education at the
Wharton School of Business, to the executive fast track at General Electric, to ministry as a Jesuit
priest, to a busy media career in Manhattan. But at every step he has been accompanied by some
surprising friends—the saints of the Catholic Church. For many, these holy men and women remain
just historical figures. For Martin, they are intimate companions. “They pray for me, offer me
comfort, give me examples of discipleship, and help me along the way,” he writes. The author is both
engaging and specific about the help and companionship he has received. When his pride proves
troublesome, he seeks help from Thomas Merton, the monk and writer who struggled with egotism.
In sickness he turns to Thérèse of Lisieux, who knew about the boredom and self-pity that come with
illness. Joan of Arc shores up his flagging courage. Aloysius Gonzaga deepens his compassion. Pope
John XXIII helps him to laugh and not take life too seriously. Martin’s inspiring, witty, and always



fascinating memoir encompasses saints from the whole of Christian history— from St. Peter to
Dorothy Day. His saintly friends include Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of Loyola, Mother Teresa, and
other beloved figures. They accompany the author on a lifelong pilgrimage that includes stops in a
sunlit square of a French town, a quiet retreat house on a New England beach, the gritty housing
projects of inner-city Chicago, the sprawling slums of Nairobi, and a gorgeous Baroque church in
Rome. This rich, vibrant, stirring narrative shows how the saints can help all of us find our way in
the world.
  my life with the saints james martin: God's Word, Your World! 2010-2011 Kristine Neumayer
Jenkins, 2010-07-08
  my life with the saints james martin: James Martin, SJ Jon M. Sweeney, 2020-01-03 Fr. James
Martin, SJ, is one of the most recognized Catholic priests in the United States. His book My Life with
the Saints introduced hundreds of thousands of readers to many saintly heroes. More recently,
Building a Bridge called the Catholic Church to more respect and compassion for the LGBT
Community—and made Martin not only a friend to LGBT people but a lightning rod for some
traditionalist Roman Catholics. His articulate and winsome personality has endeared him to millions
inside and outside the Church. Now it is time to tell the story of his own life, to explore the
experiences that made him the person he is today. And there's no better narrator for the story than
Jon M. Sweeney, an award-winning and highly accomplished writer in his own right. In James
Martin, SJ: In the Company of Jesus, Sweeney probes Martin's early life, his experiences as a
corporate executive, his call to religious life, his ministry and spirituality, his feelings about both the
adoration and the criticism he receives from so many, and much more. Readers will come away with
a much better understanding of one of today's most interesting and influential Catholics.
  my life with the saints james martin: James Martin Martin, James, 2017-03-16
  my life with the saints james martin: Walking with James Martin, SJ Robert Waldron, 2012 A
book of reflections on the life and writings of James Martin, SJ, who has gradually become one of our
most important Catholic voices on modern spirituality, the heir apparent to writers like Thomas
Merton and Henri Nouwen. .
  my life with the saints james martin: Sacred Space The Irish Jesuits, 2017-10-01 Prayer is
the raising of our hearts and minds to God. It is a holy and sacred experience open to everyone. We
do not need to be experts in prayer to enjoy the opportunity to grow in prayerful awareness of our
friendship with God.Sacred Space: The Prayer Book can lead us into a life of prayer and, in doing so,
inspire new expressions and depths of faith. The Scripture, prayers, and reflections in Sacred Space:
The Prayer Book will inspire you to a richer daily spiritual experience throughout the liturgical year
and invite you to develop a closer relationship with God. Each day of Sacred Space: The Prayer Book
includes a Scripture reading and points of reflection, as well as a weekly topic enhanced by six steps
of prayer and contemplation: The Presence of God, Freedom, Consciousness, The Word,
Conversation, and Conclusion. Sacred Space: The Prayer Book is designed to help you stay faithful
to your intention to deepen your spiritual journey. It is the perfect gift for your parish, campus
ministry program, small group, friend, family member, or yourself.
  my life with the saints james martin: Imitating Christ Luke Timothy Johnson, 2024-08-06 Is
discipleship about personal sanctification or social reform? Believers are divided on a question
central to Christian identity: what does it mean to follow Jesus? For centuries, imitating Christ
meant the pursuit of holiness, conforming the self to Jesus through self-sacrifice in order to join him
in eternal life. But some Christians today consider this model to be self-centered. Instead, they say,
true disciples ought to imitate Jesus in confronting corrupt social systems on behalf of the
oppressed. In Imitating Christ,esteemed New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson seeks the
origin of this fissure. Surveying the New Testament, medieval mysticism, modern theology, and
more, Johnson shows how twentieth-century social-gospel and liberation theologies created a new
model of discipleship. He then evaluates the theological implications of the two models and asks
what we can learn from each. Inspired by Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Thomas Merton, Johnson puts
forward a vision of discipleship that can revitalize Christian witness in the world today. Replete with



keen exegesis and spiritual insight, Imitating Christ reorients Christian living toward pursuing
sainthood. Pastors and interested lay readers alike will rediscover a rich heritage in these pages.
  my life with the saints james martin: A Vision for Conversion Leisa Anslinger, 2019-01-02
You said yes to coordinating the RCIA in your parish. You knew it was going to be a big commitment
and require a lot of your time. But it turned out to be much bigger and more complex than you ever
imagined. The more you learned about those asking to become Catholic, the more you realized that
the way we've always done it just isn't going to work anymore if you want to form lifelong disciples.
Something has to change. Leisa Anslinger, a veteran of RCIA leadership and parish planning, knows
how to help communities develop a vision, navigate change, and bring out the best in their leaders
and parishioners. In A Vision for Conversion: Eight Steps to Radically Change Your RCIA Process,
Leisa walks you through the eight most effective ways to move your parish RCIA process from
maintenance-mode into a true conversion journey that inspires seekers to lifelong discipleship.
Whether you're an RCIA veteran or just getting started, this book will be your companion and guide
as you plan for the change your parish needs to initiate seekers into Christ.
  my life with the saints james martin: Servants and Fools Arthur Boers, 2015-10-20
Leadership is a much-discussed topic. What does it actually mean for us as Christians? Does
Christian leadership have its own distinctive shape and character? In Servants and Fools, A Biblical
Theology of Leadership, Arthur Boers examines Jesus’s pattern of leadership. Boers shows how this
pattern is rooted in service and sacrifice, is cautious about power and hierarchies, and prioritizes
the vulnerable. In other words, it often reverses what we expect of leadership, and is different from
what we read in most leadership literature. Servants and Fools is a unique resource for students and
practitioners across denominations. It offers a foundational perspective on leadership and guidance
for practical application in the reader’s daily life and ministry. Arthur Boers has at last written the
book we have sorely needed, a book that is destined to become the main text in my seminary courses
in church leadership, a book that is sure to be enthusiastically received by thousands of
contemporary Christian leaders. Boers energetically underscores the joyful peculiarity of specifically
Christian leadership. His book is unique: a biblically based, Christologically grounded defense of
leadership in the name of Christ. --Will Willimon, Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry,
Duke Divinity School, United Methodist Bishop, retired, and author of Pastor: The Theology and
Practice of Ordained Leadership Servants and Fools is a brilliant and essential contribution to any
serious study of leadership: Robust, faithful, insightful biblical teaching. A judicious, knowledgeable
harvest of the best contributions from leadership theorists and practitioners. Plus humor,
in-the-trenches experiences, and practical applications. I cannot imagine ever teaching another class
on leadership without assigning and discussing Arthur Boers’s book! --David W. Gill, Mockler-Phillips
Professor of Workplace Theology & Ethics, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary In Servants and
Fools: A Biblical Theology of Leadership, Arthur Boers deconstructs the contemporary cult of
“leadership” and serves up a refreshingly Biblical alternative. It is a great cautionary tale for today’s
churches, seminaries, and Christian non-profits. At the same time, it offers great insight for secular
organizations and leaders as well. --John Suk, author, former editor of The Banner, and pastor of
Lawrence Park Community Church, Toronto, Canada. One of Hearts & Minds Bookstore's BEST
BOOKS OF 2015!
  my life with the saints james martin: Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, S.J. Silas Henderson,
2017-03-20 Saint Aloysius Gonzaga (1568- 1591) was a prince of the Holy Roman Empire who
renounced his titles and wealth to serve God and the Church as a member of the Society of Jesus.
While he lived a short life and is honored as the patron saint of youth, Saint Aloysius invites all
Christians to reflect on how they are living their unique vocations to be witnesses to Christ. Using
the saint's own letters and spiritual reflections, and other historical documents, this book offers
unparalleled insights into his life and personality. Woven together with his biography are also
portraits of other Jesuits and Reformation saints. The author explains the history of the Society of
Jesus and shows how Aloysius Gonzaga played an important part in developing the Jesuit's
educational apostolate. For those interested in Jesuit history, the Reformation, or simply this



appealing saint, this book offers a unique perspective on an important period of Church history and
what it means to pursue God's will without counting the cost.
  my life with the saints james martin: An Intimate Good Laurel Mathewson, 2024-03-26 At
age twenty-one, the pain of losing her mother to cancer sent Laurel Mathewson—with a naturally
skeptical and questioning outlook—on a years-long existential journey. After an unexpected,
overwhelming experience of God’s love, Laurel felt God say to her, “Turn to Teresa. She will guide
you.” She understood that “Teresa” was the sixteenth-century saint Teresa of Avila, but she knew
very little about her. Even after becoming an Episcopal priest, she had never read more than a few
pages of Teresa's writings. Laurel began to read The Interior Castle, Teresa’s book about the
“dwellings within our souls that we move through to develop an ever-deepening relationship with
God through prayer. She truly marveled at discovering a text that illuminated her own spiritual path
with such insight, candor, and clarity. And she continued to experience the intimate presence of a
God who kept defying and transforming her cynical nature—and offered her the gift of healing. This
beautifully written and moving memoir illustrates an ancient reality still very much alive today: the
love and closeness of a good God, as known through Jesus Christ, who seeks to move out into the
world, into our very bodies and lives. Not by nature or training inclined to believe such a wild claim,
Laurel discovered that God is full of surprises. In every age, but perhaps particularly in our own,
people hunger for personal narratives that help bring to life complex frameworks and ideas. An
Intimate Good brings into focus not just Teresa’s Interior Castle but also the living God who is at the
heart of it, especially for modern readers who take the life of the mind seriously and yearn for
confirmation of meaning and belovedness. Laurel’s journey will lead you to a clearer understanding
of the varied avenues God works in our lives over time, through prayer and other people, leading us
in ways only possible by One who knows us intimately and loves us deeply.
  my life with the saints james martin: Ambassadors of God Amanda W. Daloisio, Daniel
Mauk, Terry Rogers, 2018-10-24 In a world I won't see, but I wish I would, the biographies of some
others here, including a few whom we serve lunch to, would be written and be read as eagerly as
you say one of me would be read. --Dorothy Day Ambassadors of God is a collection of remarkable
obituaries taken from The Catholic Worker newspaper. Rich in anecdote, detail, and unexpected
humor, they tell stories of men and women, living in poverty and distress, who were part of the New
York Catholic Worker community. Written between 1936 and 2012, these essays shed light on
people who might otherwise have been forgotten, but whose lives had a great impact on those who
knew them and loved them. The Catholic Worker and the movement that grew out of it were founded
by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin. As Catholics, they sought to live out the Works of Mercy,
following the Gospel and the example of the saints. Even years after their deaths, the movement
continues to welcome the poor and the stranger in a spirit of nonviolence. These obituaries honor
those who came to the doors of The Catholic Worker in great need, and they offer a meditation on
our shared humanity.
  my life with the saints james martin: What Matters Most and Why Jim Manney,
2022-11-08 Makes a five-hundred-year-old wisdom tradition accessible to contemporary readers
seeking daily guidance on life and how to live it How can I find meaning and joy? How can I think
clearly? What’s valuable in life, and what’s irrelevant? How do we manage anger? What can we do
about envy, laziness, resentment? How do I know what matters most? What do I really want? These
are the questions that lie at the heart of Ignatian spirituality, the five-hundred-year-old wisdom
tradition that has shown leaders, seekers, and doers the way to live a better life. The daily readings
in this book emphasize answers to pressing questions about satisfaction in work and relationships.
St. Ignatius and his friends believed that “God is found in all things” and “love is best expressed in
deeds rather than words.” The Ignatian way is profoundly practical. It guides us through the great
challenge of life — finding God and finding our place in God’s work to save and heal the world.
  my life with the saints james martin: The Spirituality of the Second Vatican Council Gerald
O'Collins, 2014 Presents the rich spirituality that Vatican II offers to all the faithful, a spirituality
that has been widely neglected.



  my life with the saints james martin: Engaging Thomas Merton Horan, OFM, Daniel P.,
2023-11-10 Essays on the Trappist monk, his enduring significance, and his contributions to
spirituality and social issues--
  my life with the saints james martin: Catholic by Choice Richard Cole, 2014-01-27 “I look
around the church as we sing. I was expecting the Hollywood version of a monastery, something
European looking, with vineyards and massive stone buildings and ivy-covered cloisters. I wanted
sturdy monks singing with deep, vibrant voices, like the Gregorian chant CDs that I play at home
when I take a hot bath and light candles and sticks of incense. … Why am I here? To get a bit of rest.
Read a few books. That’s what I thought, anyway. Now, I’m not sure.” Richard Cole initially saw his
trip to a monastery in western Texas as a retreat—to check out for a few days, maybe a chance to
catch up on his reading. Instead, Cole embarks on a zigzagging roller coaster of emotion and
examination as he discerns, dissects, and discovers the incredible vibrancy of the Catholic
community. Catholic by Choice provides a funny and joyous look at adult Catholic conversion from
the point of view of a modern convert, telling a deeply personal yet relatable story of discovery,
doubt, and finding a place at God’s table.
  my life with the saints james martin: Making Confession, Hearing Confession Annemarie
S. Kidder, 2010-03-01 Is confession obsolete? Far from it, Annemarie Kidder has learned. At
unexpected times and in unexpected places, we hear the confession of a friend or a perfect stranger;
at crucial times in our lives we tend to unburden ourselves of matters that trouble our conscience.
While some churches offer opportunities for sacramental confession, others provide counseling
outside the sacramental framework. Some confessional practices have been secularized, as in
psychotherapy and professional counseling; others find expression in evangelistic crusades and
Christian 12-step programs. Meanwhile, the scope of confessors has widened to include men and
women religious and lay spiritual directors. Addressing this broad audience, Kidder reviews the
origins and history of confession from biblical times to the early modern era, examines contemporary
practices of confession, penance, and spiritual direction that have emerged in the twentieth century,
and offers practical considerations for evaluating and improving one's own practice, either as
confessor or penitent. Readers will be grateful for this concise historical overview of confession and
Kidder's assurance that, despite its undervalued or misunderstood practice, this cure of souls is
anything but obsolete.
  my life with the saints james martin: The Woman I Am Becoming T. Suzanne Eller,
2007-07-01 Fresh from her ground-breaking book The Mom I Want to Be, speaker and young-adult
mentor Suzie Eller offers 18-to-29-year-old women an honest, faith-filled look at the journey to
maturity. In The Woman I Am Becoming, she acknowledges the pressure to look and act a certain
way, and helps readers explore key questions: What is a real woman? Where do I fit? What should I
look like? Who should I be with? Where am I going? What about my faith? Each short chapter offers
words from Suzie's own story and an application, followed by real-life advice from older women who
are still becoming. Concluding questions then help readers make what they're reading their own. As
readers take their time, work through the emotions, and meet God in a new way, they'll begin to
understand the woman they're becoming. A superb birthday or graduation gift.
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