
lilys crossing
Lilys Crossing: A Heartwarming Journey Through History and Friendship

lilys crossing is more than just a title; it represents a captivating story that intertwines the
innocence of childhood with the harsh realities of war. This beloved children’s novel, penned by
Patricia Reilly Giff, has resonated with readers for decades, offering a poignant glimpse into World
War II-era America through the eyes of a young girl named Lily. Whether you’re a longtime fan or
new to the book, exploring Lilys Crossing unveils themes of courage, friendship, and resilience that
continue to inspire readers of all ages.

What Makes Lilys Crossing a Timeless Read?

At its core, Lilys Crossing is a historical fiction novel set in the 1940s, during the tumultuous years
of World War II. It tells the story of Lily, a young girl living on Long Island, who forms an unlikely
friendship with Albert, a refugee boy escaping the dangers of Europe. The narrative beautifully
balances the innocence of childhood with the sobering backdrop of global conflict, making it a
compelling read for children and adults alike.

The Charm of Authentic Historical Setting

One of the standout features of Lilys Crossing is its authentic portrayal of life during the 1940s.
Readers are immersed in the era’s culture, from rationing and blackouts to the very real fear of war
reaching American shores. Giff’s attention to historical detail enriches the story, giving readers a
vivid sense of time and place. This historical accuracy not only educates young readers but also
fosters empathy and understanding of past generations’ struggles.

Relatable Characters and Emotional Depth

Lily’s character is crafted with layers of complexity that make her relatable and memorable. Her
journey through grief, friendship, and personal growth resonates deeply, especially with readers
navigating their own challenges. Albert’s character adds another dimension, bringing themes of
displacement and hope into the narrative. Together, their friendship highlights the importance of
kindness and support during difficult times.

Exploring the Themes in Lilys Crossing

Beyond its historical context, Lilys Crossing delves into universal themes that remain relevant today.
Understanding these themes can enhance your appreciation of the book and provide meaningful
discussion points for educators and parents.



Friendship Across Differences

Lily and Albert come from different worlds — socially, culturally, and emotionally. Their friendship
bridges these gaps, demonstrating how understanding and compassion can overcome barriers. This
message is especially powerful for young readers learning about diversity and inclusion.

The Impact of War on Everyday Life

While the book doesn’t focus on battles or politics, it subtly portrays how war affects ordinary
people, especially children. Issues like food rationing, fear of loss, and displacement are woven into
the story, providing a nuanced look at the home front experience during World War II.

Growth Through Adversity

Lily’s personal growth, from a girl dealing with loss to someone who finds strength in helping others,
is a central theme. Lilys Crossing encourages readers to see challenges as opportunities for growth
and to find resilience even in tough circumstances.

Why Lilys Crossing Is a Valuable Addition to Children’s
Literature

Lilys Crossing holds a special place in children’s literature for several reasons. It not only entertains
but also educates and inspires, making it a perfect book for school curriculums, book clubs, and
family reading time.

Encouraging Historical Literacy

Introducing young readers to important historical events through relatable characters and stories is
a powerful educational tool. Lilys Crossing does this seamlessly, sparking curiosity about World War
II and prompting further exploration of history.

Promoting Empathy and Social Awareness

By highlighting the experiences of a refugee and a child coping with loss, the novel fosters empathy
and an understanding of social issues. This helps children develop emotional intelligence and a
broader worldview.



Accessible Language and Engaging Storytelling

Giff’s writing style is straightforward yet evocative, making the book accessible to middle-grade
readers without sacrificing depth. The engaging plot and well-drawn characters keep readers
invested from beginning to end.

Tips for Teaching and Discussing Lilys Crossing

If you’re a teacher, parent, or book club organizer, there are several ways to maximize the impact of
Lilys Crossing for young readers.

Contextualize the Historical Setting: Provide background on World War II, focusing on the
home front and refugee experiences to deepen understanding.

Explore Character Motivations: Discuss why Lily and Albert act the way they do and how
their friendship evolves.

Connect Themes to Today: Encourage conversations about empathy, diversity, and
resilience, relating them to current events or personal experiences.

Use Creative Activities: Incorporate projects like writing diary entries from a character’s
perspective or creating art inspired by the story’s themes.

Where to Find Lilys Crossing and Related Resources

Whether you want to add Lilys Crossing to your personal collection or classroom library, there are
plenty of options available. The novel is widely available in print, e-book, and audiobook formats,
making it accessible to various reading preferences.

Libraries and schools often carry this title, and many bookstores stock it due to its popularity.
Additionally, educators can find lesson plans and discussion guides online that complement the book
and enhance learning experiences.

Exploring More Books by Patricia Reilly Giff

If you enjoy Lilys Crossing, you might want to explore other works by Patricia Reilly Giff. Her books
often feature strong young protagonists navigating real-life challenges with heart and humor. Titles
like “Nory Ryan’s Song” and “The Beast in Ms. Rooney’s Room” also blend historical settings with
engaging storytelling.



The Enduring Appeal of Lilys Crossing

The reason Lilys Crossing continues to captivate readers lies in its heartfelt storytelling and
meaningful themes. It invites readers to walk alongside Lily as she faces the uncertainties of war,
discovers unexpected friendships, and learns to trust in herself. This journey reminds us all of the
power of kindness and courage, lessons that remain as vital today as they were during the 1940s.

Whether you’re revisiting this classic or encountering it for the first time, Lilys Crossing offers a rich
literary experience that combines history, emotion, and hope in a way few children’s books do. It’s a
story that stays with you long after the final page, inspiring readers to look at the past with empathy
and the future with optimism.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Lily's Crossing' by Patricia Reilly Giff?
'Lily's Crossing' is a historical fiction novel set during World War II, following a young girl named
Lily who spends her summer in Queens, New York. She befriends a Hungarian refugee boy named
Albert, and together they navigate challenges including secrets, friendship, and the impact of the
war.

Who is the author of 'Lily's Crossing'?
The author of 'Lily's Crossing' is Patricia Reilly Giff.

What themes are explored in 'Lily's Crossing'?
The novel explores themes such as friendship, trust, honesty, the impact of war on children, family,
and coping with loss.

Is 'Lily's Crossing' suitable for children?
Yes, 'Lily's Crossing' is a middle-grade novel appropriate for children aged 8-12, though it deals with
some serious themes related to World War II.

Has 'Lily's Crossing' won any awards?
Yes, 'Lily's Crossing' won the Newbery Honor Award in 1998, recognizing it as a distinguished
contribution to American literature for children.

What historical events are depicted in 'Lily's Crossing'?
The book is set during World War II and includes historical elements such as rationing, wartime
fears, and the experiences of refugees.



Where is 'Lily's Crossing' set?
The story is primarily set in Queens, New York, during the summer of 1944.

Why is 'Lily's Crossing' considered an important book for
young readers?
'Lily's Crossing' is important for young readers because it provides a sensitive portrayal of World
War II from a child's perspective, teaching about empathy, resilience, and the complexities of human
relationships during difficult times.

Additional Resources
Lilys Crossing: A Timeless Exploration of Friendship and War

lilys crossing is a historical novel by Patricia Reilly Giff that has captured the hearts of readers
since its publication in 1997. Set against the backdrop of World War II, the narrative delves into
themes of friendship, courage, and resilience through the eyes of a young protagonist named Lily.
This work stands out in children’s literature for its nuanced portrayal of wartime experiences and
the emotional complexities faced by young individuals during tumultuous times. As an insightful
coming-of-age story, Lilys Crossing offers readers both educational and emotional depth, making it a
subject worth exploring in detail.

Historical Context and Setting

The setting of Lilys Crossing is integral to understanding its significance. Taking place in 1944 on
the shores of Long Island, New York, the story provides a vivid picture of American life during World
War II. The war’s impact permeates every aspect of the narrative, from rationing and blackouts to
the looming presence of loss and uncertainty. Through Lily’s perspective, readers gain insight into
the domestic front—an often overlooked facet of wartime history.

Patricia Reilly Giff’s research into this era is evident in the authentic details woven throughout the
book. War-time restrictions, the arrival of refugee children, and the community’s collective efforts to
support the war are portrayed with accuracy and sensitivity. This historical grounding enriches the
narrative, enabling readers to grasp the broader social and political climate of the 1940s.

Plot Overview and Character Development

At its core, Lilys Crossing tells the story of Lily, an 11-year-old girl growing up during the war who
struggles with her fear of water after nearly drowning. Her life changes when she befriends Albert, a
Jewish refugee boy from Vienna who has come to the United States to escape the horrors of Nazi
Germany. Their friendship becomes a powerful vehicle for exploring themes of trust, acceptance,
and healing.

Lily’s character arc is particularly compelling. Initially marked by fear and isolation, she gradually



learns to confront her anxieties and open her heart to others. Albert’s presence challenges her
worldview and deepens her empathy, illustrating how personal connections can transcend cultural
and historical divides. The novel’s engagement with the emotional growth of its protagonists is one
of its most praised attributes.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Patricia Reilly Giff employs a straightforward yet evocative prose style in Lilys Crossing, making it
accessible for young readers while maintaining literary quality. The first-person narrative allows for
an intimate glimpse into Lily’s thoughts and feelings, fostering a strong reader-character connection.
This narrative choice enhances the emotional resonance of the story and helps convey the internal
struggles that Lily faces.

The pacing of the novel balances moments of quiet reflection with more intense sequences, such as
the challenges of wartime adjustments and the development of Lily and Albert’s friendship.
Dialogues are natural and contribute to character development without feeling expository. The
inclusion of period-specific details enriches the text, offering educational value alongside
entertainment.

Thematic Exploration: War, Friendship, and Identity

One of the central themes of Lilys Crossing is the impact of war on individuals and communities.
Unlike many war novels that focus on combat or political strategies, this book highlights the home
front experience and the indirect effects of conflict on children. The story sensitively portrays the
fears and uncertainties that permeate everyday life during this era.

Furthermore, the novel explores friendship as a transformative force. Lily and Albert’s relationship
bridges cultural differences and personal fears, underscoring the importance of empathy and
support. Their bond serves as a microcosm of hope amid adversity.

Identity and self-discovery also play crucial roles. Lily’s journey toward overcoming her fear of water
parallels her emotional maturation, symbolizing the broader process of growth and resilience.
Albert’s struggle as a refugee adjusting to a new country adds another layer, addressing themes of
displacement and belonging.

Reception and Educational Value

Lilys Crossing has been widely acclaimed by educators, librarians, and readers alike. It has received
several awards, including the Newbery Honor, which recognizes distinguished contributions to
American children’s literature. Its inclusion in school curriculums and reading lists attests to its
enduring relevance and pedagogical value.

From an educational perspective, the novel serves as an effective tool for introducing young readers
to World War II history in a way that is relatable and engaging. The realistic portrayal of rationing,
evacuation, and refugee experiences complements history lessons, providing a human dimension



often missing from textbook accounts.

Additionally, the book encourages discussions about moral courage, empathy, and the importance of
standing against injustice. These themes resonate strongly in contemporary contexts, making Lilys
Crossing a meaningful read beyond its historical setting.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: The novel’s authentic historical backdrop, well-rounded characters, and emotional
depth make it a standout in children’s historical fiction. Its ability to handle complex themes
with sensitivity and clarity appeals to a broad audience.

Limitations: Some critics note that the pacing may feel slow to readers accustomed to more
action-driven narratives. Additionally, while the book addresses significant themes, its focus on
American perspectives might limit exposure to the global complexities of World War II.

Comparative Analysis with Similar Works

When compared to other children’s novels set during World War II, such as “Number the Stars” by
Lois Lowry or “The War That Saved My Life” by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Lilys Crossing stands
out for its focus on the domestic American experience rather than European settings. While
“Number the Stars” centers on Danish resistance and “The War That Saved My Life” explores
disability and trauma in wartime England, Lilys Crossing provides a uniquely American viewpoint
through the lens of a young girl coping with loss and fear.

This difference in perspective broadens the scope of children’s historical fiction on World War II,
offering readers multiple entry points into understanding the era. Each book complements the
others, collectively enriching the genre and educational materials.

Impact on Readers and Cultural Significance

The emotional accessibility of Lilys Crossing has made it a beloved title among young readers and
educators. Its portrayal of friendship and resilience in the face of adversity resonates universally,
fostering empathy and historical awareness. The book’s cultural significance lies in its ability to
humanize history, turning abstract events into personal stories that illuminate the human condition.

Moreover, Lilys Crossing contributes to ongoing conversations about immigration, refugee
experiences, and the importance of community support during crises. These themes continue to be
relevant today, allowing the novel to maintain its place in contemporary literary discussions.

Lilys Crossing remains a powerful example of how historical fiction can educate and inspire. By
weaving together personal growth, historical reality, and emotional honesty, Patricia Reilly Giff



crafts a narrative that endures in the hearts and minds of readers across generations.

Lilys Crossing

  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing Patricia Reilly Giff, 1999-01-12 This “brilliantly told” (New York
Times) Newbery Honor Book gives readers a sense of what it was like to be on the American home
front while our soldiers were away fighting in World War II. As in past years, Lily will spend the
summer in Rockaway, in her family’s summer house by the Atlantic Ocean. But this summer of 1944,
World War II has changed everyone’s life. Lily’s best friend, Margaret, has moved to a wartime
factory town, and, much worse, Lily’s father is going overseas to the war. There’s no one Lily’s age
in Rockaway until the arrival of Albert, a refugee from Hungary with a secret sewn into his coat.
Albert has lost most of his family in the war; he’s been through things Lily can’t imagine. But soon
they form a special friendship. Now Lily and Albert have secrets to share: They both have told lies,
and Lily has told one that may cost Albert his life.
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing Patricia Reilly Giff, 2001-11-13 This “brilliantly told” (New York
Times) Newbery Honor Book gives readers a sense of what it was like to be on the American home
front while our soldiers were away fighting in World War II. As in past years, Lily will spend the
summer in Rockaway, in her family’s summer house by the Atlantic Ocean. But this summer of 1944,
World War II has changed everyone’s life. Lily’s best friend, Margaret, has moved to a wartime
factory town, and, much worse, Lily’s father is going overseas to the war. There’s no one Lily’s age
in Rockaway until the arrival of Albert, a refugee from Hungary with a secret sewn into his coat.
Albert has lost most of his family in the war; he’s been through things Lily can’t imagine. But soon
they form a special friendship. Now Lily and Albert have secrets to share: They both have told lies,
and Lily has told one that may cost Albert his life.
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing Pathways Publishing, 1999-02-01
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing Novel Units Student Packet 15 Pack Novel Units, 2019-07-15
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing , 2006 It's the summer of 1944, and Lily is angry that her father
has volunteered to join the war. When she befriends the only person at Rockaway Beach near her
age, a refugee from Hungary named Albert, she discovers the comforting power of friendship and
love.
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff Elizabeth Klar, 2000
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing [by] Patricia Reilly Giff Estelle Kleinman, 2000
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff Charlotte S. Jaffe, 2000
  lilys crossing: Lily's Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff : a Novel Study Guide Bryan Buchan,
Frances Stanford, Giff, Patricia Reilly, David Stanford, 2003
  lilys crossing: Building Character Through Literature Rosann Jweid, Margaret Rizzo, 2001 The
book's primary purpose is to introduce novels that show strength of character. It offers guidance for
opening a dialogue about character issues through the included texts. While looking for books with
strong character traits the authors also sought to include award-winning titles from authors whose
general bodies of work have been acclaimed.
  lilys crossing: Sky High Patricia Reilly Giff, 2012-10-09 Charlie has lots of ideas. Need
something to go sky high? Ah-ha! The zinger-winger! Need to launch a cheese popper into soup? The
amazing popper-upper! But the zinger-winger zings more than wings and the popper-upper plops.
Charlie isn't allowed to invent for a week. Meanwhile, the afterschool invention fair is coming up. He
needs time to make something special. Good thing he has his friends and Mr. Redfern, another
inventor, to help him out.
  lilys crossing: Every Family Has One George Batson, 2010-02-24 Comedy / 5m, 7f / Interior The
Reardons are a typical American family whose eccentricities, if hilarious, are only normal. Laura, the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/lilys-crossing.pdf


mother, is a social climber. The youngest, Penelope, is a demon with a slingshot and the piano.
Harry, the son, is positive he is the second coming of Shakespeare. Reginald, the father, would
rather tinker with the automobile than ticker tape; and Nana, the wisecracking grandmother, is only
concerned with Bing Crosby records.
  lilys crossing: A Parent/Teacher Guide to Children's Books on Peace and Tolerance Bob
Blumenthal, 2005 How do you teach children to value peace and appreciate diversity? One way is to
provide them with books with themes that promote these ideas. The Parent / Teacher Guide to
Children's Books on Peace and Tolerance offers readers a wide variety of award-winning titles along
with annotations and grade level recommendations. The book is divided into the following sections:
Preschool - grade three Grades 4 - 6 Middle school, and High school. Each section has over 100
listings. Topics include civil rights, the Holocaust, slavery, Native Americans, bullying, war, child
abuse, bigotry, cooperation, acceptance, apartheid, family relationships, Arab/Israeli conflict,
controlling anger, the Civil War, the Vietnam War, WWII, gays and lesbians, and other social issues.
Many of these books are the recipients of the following awards and honors: Newbery Award, School
Library Journal (starred review), Caldecott Award, Boston Globe Horn Book Award, American
Library Association Notable Book, Jane Addams Children's Book Award, American Bookseller - Pick
of the List, Kirkus Reviews (starred review), Publishers Weekly (starred review), Booklist (starred
review), Coretta Scott King Award, VOYA Top Picks, National Book Award, and the Michael L. Printz
Award. This guide is an excellent resource for parents who would like their children to become
peace-loving, accepting adults. Teachers who are looking for books to supplement their curriculum
will find the suggested titles to be among the best written works in the designated areas. For
example, one would be hard pressed to find a better written book on the Holocaust for middle and
high school students than I Have Lived One Thousand Years. The author has done a great service by
providing parents and teachers with a list of books that cannot be found anywhere else.
  lilys crossing: Teaching with Favorite Newbery Books Lori Licciardo Musso, Lori
Licciardo-Musso, 1999 Contains engaging discussion questions, vocabulary builders, writing
prompts, and great literature response activities.
  lilys crossing: Writing Like Writers Kathryn L. Johnson, Pamela V. Westkott, 2004 Build a
classroom of excited, talented young writers. This wonderful teaching resource offers a complete
approach to creating a classroom of enthusiastic, skillful student writers. The authors provide a
comprehensive approach to teaching writing in the classroom. This book offers the strategies
teachers need to teach writing skills that meet national standards and produce excellent results from
children. Topics addressed in this guidebook include: creating the writing classroom, teaching the
writing process, teaching effective writing strategies, teaching elements of story structure, teaching
the advanced craft of writing, and using a writers' workshop to teach good writing. Writing is a great
differentiator. During the writers' workshop, each student is engaged in meaningful ways. Pulling
together morethan three decades of practical experience and research on the best strategies for
teaching writing, Writing Like Writersoffers a friendly, easy-to-use guide for any teacher seeking to
build a classroom of successful writers.
  lilys crossing: John Loves Mary Norman Krasna, 1947 THE STORY: John Lawrence, who has
been overseas three years, is welcomed home by the charming Mary McKinley. These two are and
have been in love with each other. John's life had been saved while he was overseas by his buddy
Fred Taylor. Fred return
  lilys crossing: Reading Reconsidered Doug Lemov, Colleen Driggs, Erica Woolway,
2016-02-24 TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO READ WITH PRECISION AND INSIGHT The world we are
preparing our students to succeed in is one bound together by words and phrases. Our students
learn their literature, history, math, science, or art via a firm foundation of strong reading skills.
When we teach students to read with precision, rigor, and insight, we are truly handing over the key
to the kingdom. Of all the subjects we teach reading is first among equals. Grounded in advice from
effective classrooms nationwide, enhanced with more than 40 video clips, Reading Reconsidered
takes you into the trenches with actionable guidance from real-life educators and instructional



champions. The authors address the anxiety-inducing world of Common Core State Standards,
distilling from those standards four key ideas that help hone teaching practices both generally and in
preparation for assessments. This 'Core of the Core' comprises the first half of the book and
instructs educators on how to teach students to: read harder texts, 'closely read' texts rigorously and
intentionally, read nonfiction more effectively, and write more effectively in direct response to texts.
The second half of Reading Reconsidered reinforces these principles, coupling them with the
'fundamentals' of reading instruction—a host of techniques and subject specific tools to reconsider
how teachers approach such essential topics as vocabulary, interactive reading, and student
autonomy. Reading Reconsidered breaks an overly broad issue into clear, easy-to-implement
approaches. Filled with practical tools, including: 44 video clips of exemplar teachers demonstrating
the techniques and principles in their classrooms (note: for online access of this content, please visit
my.teachlikeachampion.com) Recommended book lists Downloadable tips and templates on key
topics like reading nonfiction, vocabulary instruction, and literary terms and definitions. Reading
Reconsidered provides the framework necessary for teachers to ensure that students forge futures
as lifelong readers.
  lilys crossing: Fourth Grade Celebrity Patricia Reilly Giff, 1989-08-02 Tired of being
compared with her popular older sister, Casey decides she will make herself over.
  lilys crossing: The Powder Puff Puzzle Patricia Reilly Giff, 2011-06-28 DIV Powder Puff the cat
might be gone forever, unless Dawn can piece together the puzzle One hot summer day, Dawn
Bosco’s cat, Powder Puff, jumps into an open car window. Before Dawn can catch up, the driver
speeds off! Dawn is sad, but she knows she’s a great detective. It’s up to the Polka Dot Private Eye
to track down the car, the driver, and Powder Puff. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Patricia Reilly Giff including rare photos from the author’s personal collection. /div
  lilys crossing: Reid's Read-Alouds 2 Rob Reid, 2011 From humor and drama to science fiction
and history, Reid makes it easy to find just the right place to begin, with unique 10-minute
read-aloud suggestions drawn from 200 carefully selected titles.
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Products | LILY'S Here at LILY'S, we LOVE sweets. We think they should be for everyone,
regardless of your diet or craving. So, we put our heads together and reinvented how you treat
yourself by crafting
Search LILY'S | All Products and Recipes Chocolate Chip Cookies LILY'S LILY'S Chocolate Chip
Cookies are everything you love about the classic cookie, but without any of the added sugar! Easy
to make and sure to satisfy
Lily's Malibu – The Official Lily's Malibu Website By slicing fresh vegetables daily, only using
gourmet seasoning, and stuffing the burritos with far more protein than rice, Lily’s Malibu offers a
wholesome and honest sampling of truly Latin
Fullerton Flowers CA | By Lily's Florist Shop | Buy From $28 When it’s one fancy bouquet
you’re after, just shop online at Lily’s Florist. Our flower arrangements are made with love by
creative and experienced florists who create bouquets
Types of Lilies: 18 Stunning Lily Species for Your Garden   The lily’s tall stalk hosts large
blossoms, accentuated with a shower of pollen from its prominent anthers. These lilies are perfect
for the summer garden with their vibrant hues;
LILY'S | Make Life Sweeter LILY'S rich and creamy chocolate with no sugar added makes for
great snacking or a sweet addition to your favorite recipes. Explore how you can make life sweeter
with LILY’S
Lilies: 40 Types with Pictures | Lily Flowers | Learn about 40 different types of lilies and see
beautiful pictures of them, too. From Asiatic and Oriental to Easter Lily flowers and more
Lilys - Wikipedia Lilys Lilys are an American indie rock band formed in Washington, D.C in 1988.
The only constant member is Kurt Heasley, with the line-up changing regularly
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