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Language Spoken in Chad: A Linguistic Mosaic of Central Africa

Language spoken in Chad reflects the rich cultural diversity found in this Central African nation.
Nestled between the Sahara Desert to the north and the more fertile regions to the south, Chad is
home to a complex tapestry of ethnic groups, each with its own linguistic heritage. Understanding the
language landscape of Chad offers valuable insights into its history, social fabric, and the challenges
and opportunities this multilingual country faces today.

The Official Languages of Chad

Chad officially recognizes two languages: French and Arabic. These languages serve as the primary
mediums for government, education, and formal communication.

French: A Lingering Colonial Influence

French was introduced to Chad during the colonial period, when the country was part of French
Equatorial Africa. Today, French remains one of the official languages, used extensively in
administration, legal affairs, and education. While not spoken fluently by all Chadians, French acts as
a unifying language among the educated urban population and serves as a bridge in official matters.

Arabic: The Language of Commerce and Religion

Arabic, particularly a Chadian dialect known as Chadian Arabic or Shuwa Arabic, is the other official
language. Arabic’s prominence in Chad is tied to Islamic culture and northern trade routes. Chadian
Arabic differs significantly from Modern Standard Arabic but is widely spoken as a lingua franca in
many parts of the country, especially in the north and east. It plays a crucial role in everyday
communication, commerce, and religious life.

Languages Beyond the Official Tongues

While French and Arabic dominate formal contexts, the true linguistic richness of Chad lies in its
multitude of indigenous languages. Chad is one of the most linguistically diverse countries in Africa,
with over 120 languages spoken across its regions.

Major Indigenous Languages

Several indigenous languages have large speaker bases and are central to the identity of their



respective ethnic groups:

Sara Languages: The Sara people, primarily inhabiting southern Chad, speak a group of
related languages collectively known as Sara. These languages are part of the Central Sudanic
branch of the Nilo-Saharan family.

Maba: Spoken in eastern Chad, Maba is a Nilo-Saharan language widely used among the Maba
people and neighboring communities.

Kanembu: Predominant in the Lake Chad region, Kanembu is a Saharan language with
historical ties to the Kanem-Bornu empire.

Tama: Another Saharan language spoken in the east, particularly by the Tama ethnic group.

These languages are often the mother tongues of their speakers and carry deep cultural significance.
They are primarily used in family settings, local markets, and traditional ceremonies.

The Role of Indigenous Languages in Daily Life

For many Chadians, indigenous languages remain the primary means of communication within
communities. They shape social interaction, oral storytelling, music, and traditional knowledge
transmission. Despite the dominance of French and Arabic in official domains, these local languages
thrive in rural areas and among ethnic groups keen on preserving their cultural heritage.

Multilingualism and Language Use in Chad

Multilingualism is the norm rather than the exception in Chad. Many people are fluent in multiple
languages, often combining local languages with Arabic or French depending on context.

Urban vs. Rural Language Dynamics

In urban centers like N’Djamena, the capital, French and Chadian Arabic are more prevalent due to
education, media, and commerce. However, rural populations tend to rely more heavily on indigenous
languages, with many individuals speaking several local tongues alongside Arabic or French.

Language in Education and Media

The education system in Chad primarily uses French, making it an important language for upward
mobility. However, efforts to incorporate indigenous languages in early education have been growing,
recognizing the value of mother tongue instruction for literacy and learning outcomes.



In the media, radio remains a vital source of information, and broadcasts often include programming
in various local languages, reflecting the country's multilingual character. Television and print media
predominantly use French and Arabic, though there are increasing initiatives to promote linguistic
diversity.

Challenges and Opportunities in Language Policy

The linguistic diversity within Chad poses both challenges and opportunities for national cohesion and
development.

Challenges

Language Barriers: Communication across different ethnic groups can be difficult, especially
where local languages vary widely.

Education Access: French as the primary language of instruction can disadvantage students
from non-French-speaking backgrounds.

Preservation of Indigenous Languages: Many local languages face the risk of decline as
younger generations increasingly adopt French or Arabic.

Opportunities

Multilingual Education: Developing curricula that include indigenous languages can improve
literacy rates and educational engagement.

Cultural Preservation: Promoting native languages helps maintain cultural identity and
heritage.

Social Integration: Encouraging the use of lingua francas like Chadian Arabic alongside
indigenous languages can foster better communication and unity.

The Influence of Language on Chad’s Cultural Identity

Language in Chad is more than a communication tool—it’s a vital part of cultural expression and
identity. From the poetic traditions of the Sara people to the storytelling practices of the Kanembu,
language shapes how communities view the world and preserve their histories.



Music, dance, and oral literature in local languages remain vibrant aspects of cultural life. These
traditions often incorporate language in ways that transcend mere words, embedding meaning in
tone, rhythm, and performance.

Preserving the Future of Chad’s Languages

As globalization and urbanization accelerate, the languages spoken in Chad face pressures from
dominant languages like French and Arabic. However, grassroots movements, linguistic research, and
governmental policies increasingly recognize the importance of safeguarding this linguistic heritage.

Efforts such as documenting endangered languages, promoting bilingual education, and supporting
local media in indigenous languages contribute to keeping Chad’s linguistic mosaic alive for future
generations.

Exploring the language spoken in Chad reveals a country where multiple worlds coexist through
words, dialects, and tongues. Whether through the official languages of French and Arabic or the
vibrant indigenous languages, Chad’s linguistic landscape offers a fascinating glimpse into the heart
of Central Africa’s cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Chad?
The official languages of Chad are Arabic and French.

Which Arabic dialect is commonly spoken in Chad?
Chadian Arabic, a local dialect of Arabic, is widely spoken as a lingua franca in Chad.

Are there other languages spoken in Chad besides Arabic and
French?
Yes, Chad is home to over 120 languages, including Sara, Maba, and Kanembu, among others.

Is French widely used in Chad?
French is used primarily in government, education, and official communication in Chad.

What role does Chadian Arabic play in the country?
Chadian Arabic serves as a common language for trade and daily communication among diverse
ethnic groups.



Are indigenous languages in Chad endangered?
Some indigenous languages in Chad are at risk due to the dominance of Arabic and French, but many
are still actively spoken.

Which language is taught in schools in Chad?
French is the primary language of instruction in most schools in Chad, although Arabic is also taught
in some areas.

How does language diversity impact communication in Chad?
The linguistic diversity in Chad can pose challenges, but Chadian Arabic and French help bridge
communication among different ethnic groups.

Additional Resources
Language Spoken in Chad: A Complex Linguistic Landscape

Language spoken in Chad reflects the country's rich cultural diversity and complex history.
Situated in Central Africa, Chad is home to over 200 ethnic groups, each contributing to a vibrant
mosaic of languages that coexist within its borders. Understanding the linguistic dynamics of Chad is
essential for grasping the social, political, and cultural fabric that shapes the nation today.

Overview of Languages in Chad

Chad's linguistic environment is characterized by a multitude of languages belonging to several
language families, including Afro-Asiatic, Nilo-Saharan, and Niger-Congo. This diversity is a result of
historical migration, trade routes, and colonial influences. According to ethnolinguistic studies, there
are approximately 120 to 130 distinct languages spoken across Chad, making it one of the most
linguistically diverse countries in Africa.

The official recognition and use of languages in governmental and educational systems highlight the
complexity faced by policymakers in fostering national unity while respecting ethnic identities.

Official Languages: French and Arabic

Chad recognizes two official languages: French and Arabic. This dual official language status stems
from the country's colonial past and its position at the crossroads of Arab and African cultures.

French: Introduced during the colonial period under French Equatorial Africa, French remains a
dominant language in administration, education, and formal communication. It serves as a
lingua franca, especially among the educated urban population.



Arabic: Specifically, Chadian Arabic, a dialect distinct from Modern Standard Arabic, is widely
spoken in the northern and central parts of the country. It functions both as a native language
and a trade language, facilitating communication across diverse ethnic groups.

While French is often associated with official documentation and formal settings, Arabic enjoys
widespread usage in everyday life, particularly in commerce and interethnic interaction.

Regional and Ethnic Languages

Beyond the official languages, Chad's linguistic landscape is marked by numerous indigenous
languages that reflect the country's ethnic diversity. Some of the prominent languages include:

Sara Languages: Predominantly spoken in the southern regions, the Sara language group
includes several dialects such as Sara Madjingay and Sara Kaba. These languages belong to the
Central Sudanic branch of the Nilo-Saharan family and have millions of speakers.

Maba: Spoken mainly in the eastern part of Chad, Maba is part of the Nilo-Saharan family and
serves as a mother tongue for the Maba people.

Kanembu and Kanuri: These languages are prevalent in the Lake Chad region and belong to
the Saharan branch of the Nilo-Saharan family.

Goran: Found in the central highlands, Goran languages include several varieties used by
different ethnic groups.

These indigenous languages are not only vital for daily communication within ethnic communities but
also carry cultural heritage and oral traditions passed through generations.

Language Use in Education and Media

The role of language in education and media in Chad is a reflection of the ongoing efforts to balance
national cohesion with cultural diversity. French dominates formal education, which can create
barriers for students from non-francophone backgrounds. Arabic, while widely spoken, is less
emphasized in the formal education system, although it is used in religious instruction and informal
learning contexts.

In recent years, there have been initiatives to incorporate local languages into primary education to
improve literacy rates and educational outcomes. However, challenges such as lack of standardized
orthographies and limited teaching materials hinder widespread implementation.

The media landscape in Chad similarly reflects linguistic plurality. Radio remains a primary source of
information for many, broadcasting in French, Arabic, and several local languages. This multilingual
approach helps reach diverse audiences and supports the preservation of minority languages.



Challenges and Opportunities in Language Policy

Chad’s multilingualism presents both challenges and opportunities. On one hand, the dominance of
French in official contexts can marginalize speakers of indigenous languages, potentially leading to
social exclusion. On the other hand, the recognition and promotion of multiple languages can foster
inclusivity and cultural pride.

Language policy in Chad must navigate complex issues:

Standardization: Many indigenous languages lack standardized writing systems, complicating1.
their use in education and media.

Resource Allocation: Developing educational materials and training teachers for multiple2.
languages requires substantial investment.

Political Sensitivities: Language is often intertwined with ethnic identity, and policies can3.
impact interethnic relations.

Despite these challenges, embracing linguistic diversity offers opportunities for enhanced cultural
expression, improved educational access, and stronger national cohesion.

Comparative Insights: Chad’s Linguistic Diversity in
Context

Comparing Chad’s language situation with other multilingual African countries reveals both unique
and shared dynamics. Like Nigeria and Cameroon, Chad exhibits a complex interplay between colonial
languages and indigenous tongues. French and Arabic serve as unifying official languages, akin to
how English or French function in other African states.

However, unlike some countries where a single indigenous language dominates, Chad’s linguistic
landscape is notably fragmented. This fragmentation requires tailored approaches to language
planning, with sensitivity to regional and ethnic differences.

Moreover, Chad’s position at the Saharan and Sahelian crossroads introduces influences from both
Arab and sub-Saharan African cultures, further enriching its linguistic tapestry.

The Role of Language in National Identity

Language spoken in Chad is more than a communication tool—it is deeply linked to identity and social
cohesion. The coexistence of multiple languages reflects the country’s pluralistic society. Efforts to
recognize and respect this diversity contribute to national dialogue and reconciliation, particularly in a
country with a history of ethnic and regional tensions.



Promoting multilingualism can also enhance Chad’s international relations, especially within the
Francophone world and the Arab League, where linguistic ties facilitate diplomacy and economic
cooperation.

Future Prospects for Language Development in Chad

Looking ahead, the future of languages in Chad depends on balanced policies that honor both official
languages and indigenous tongues. Advances in technology and digital media offer new platforms for
language preservation and dissemination. Mobile apps, online dictionaries, and social media can play
pivotal roles in revitalizing lesser-known languages.

Moreover, increased collaboration between government agencies, local communities, and
international organizations can help develop comprehensive language education programs.
Encouraging bilingual or multilingual education models could improve literacy and social inclusion.

In this evolving linguistic landscape, the language spoken in Chad remains a dynamic element of the
nation’s identity, reflecting its past and shaping its future.

Language Spoken In Chad

  language spoken in chad: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education Colin
Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.
  language spoken in chad: An Introduction to the Languages of the World Anatole Lyovin,
1997 This text is designed to introduce students to the variety of languages of the world.
  language spoken in chad: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula Reutner,
2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory, multilingualism is a
common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries are Indo-European,
in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era of colonization, the
areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by Belgium, France, Italy,
Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them. Twenty-six states are
presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to Spanish. They are
considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation, linguistic history,
external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy. The result is a
comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a coherent
structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.
  language spoken in chad: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William J. Frawley,
2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full range of
the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal, mathematical,
functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations within
branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of intersection
with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and
behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary work in language and
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literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied linguistics. Longer entries
in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four thousand words, survey the
major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of linguistics, semantics, and
phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as code switching, sound
symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss technical terms used
within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important scholars in the history of
linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward Sapir. A major portion of the
work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families. From those as familiar as English,
Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and Nahuatl, all corners of the world
receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent entries are analyzed in terms of
their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems. Lists attached to each article on
a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still spoken, within that group and
provide detailed information on the number of known speakers, geographical range, and degree of
intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way, virtually every known language receives
coverage. For ease of reference and to aid research, the articles are alphabetically arranged, each
signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and
diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic
outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and innovative, the 2nd edition of the International
Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable addition to personal, public, academic, and
research libraries and will introduce a new generation of readers to the complexities and concerns
of this field of study.
  language spoken in chad: The Languages of West Africa Diedrich Westermann, M. A. Bryan,
2017-09-22 This volume, originally published in 1970, presents a survey of the languages spoken in
an area extending from the Atlantic coast at the Sengal River eastward to the Lake Chad region. The
area covered by this volume is mainly a goegraphical one, so it follows that not all the languages
included are related to one another, though a certain degree of homogeneity appears.
  language spoken in chad: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The first
edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work for a
generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high quality,
expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international
reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors, new topics and
newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition * Ground-breaking and International in
scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive cross-referencing * Available in print
and online, priced separately. The online version will include updates as subjects develop ELL2
includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones
and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c.
39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations * List of languages of the world
(including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical
entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps in print and online Also available
online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing
between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making
navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options and availability visit
www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics
Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers,
academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education,
psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science, sociology, the law, the
media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field
  language spoken in chad: The World in Your Hands. Vol 02. Marcelo Gameiro, 2024-07-24



Introducing the ultimate guide to exploring the world, All Countries of the World. This
comprehensive book provides a wealth of information on every country on the planet, covering all
aspects of their history, language, food, sports, nature, arts, religion, economy, education, people,
culture, music, interesting facts, and geography. Each chapter dives deep into the unique features
and characteristics of each country, providing insights into what makes them special and how they
contribute to the diversity of our world. Whether you're an avid traveler, a curious learner, or simply
someone who wants to expand their knowledge of the world, All Countries of the World is the perfect
resource for you. With detailed information, this book will take you on a journey across the globe,
discovering new and exciting places along the way. To test your comprehension and enhance your
learning, multiple choice questions are provided at the end of each country's description, with
answers included. Get ready to embark on an adventure like no other with All Countries of the World
- the ultimate guide to exploring the world's rich and diverse cultures.
  language spoken in chad: Cataloguing the World's Endangered Languages Lyle
Campbell, Anna Belew, 2018-02-02 Cataloguing the World’s Endangered Languages brings together
the results of the extensive and influential Catalogue of Endangered Languages (ELCat) project.
Based on the findings from the most extensive endangered languages research project, this is the
most comprehensive source of accurate information on endangered languages. The book presents
the academic and scientific findings that underpin the online Catalogue, located at
www.endangeredlanguages.com, making it an essential companion to the website for academics and
researchers working in this area. While the online Catalogue displays much data from the ELCat
project, this volume develops and emphasizes aspects of the research behind the data and includes
topics of great interest in the field, not previously covered in a single volume. Cataloguing the
World’s Endangered Languages is an important volume of particular interest to academics and
researchers working with endangered languages.
  language spoken in chad: The Non-Bantu Languages of North-Eastern Africa A. N. Tucker, M.
A. Bryan, 2017-09-22 Originally published in 1956, this volume presents a survey of the non-Bantu
languages in the area extending south of the Sahara from Lake Chad to the Indian Ocean, together
withj those of South Africa. The arrangement is primarily linguistic, in as much as larger units which
show some indisputable affinities are where possible treated contiguously. Languages in the centre
of the total area are discussed first, followed by thos ein the west, north, east and finally south.
  language spoken in chad: The Languages and Linguistics of Africa Tom Güldemann,
2018-09-10 This innovative handbook takes a fresh look at the currently underestimated linguistic
diversity of Africa, the continent with the largest number of languages in the world. It covers the
major domains of linguistics, offering both a representative picture of Africa’s linguistic landscape as
well as new and at times unconventional perspectives. The focus is not so much on exhaustiveness
as on the fruitful relationship between African and general linguistics and the contributions the two
domains can make to each other. This volume is thus intended for readers with a specific interest in
African languages and also for students and scholars within the greater discipline of linguistics.
  language spoken in chad: The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages Ronny Meyer,
Bedilu Wakjira, Zelealem Leyew, 2023-05-04 This handbook provides a comprehensive account of
the languages spoken in Ethiopia, exploring both their structures and features and their function
and use in society. The first part of the volume provides background and general information
relating to Ethiopian languages, including their demographic distribution and classification,
language policy, scripts and writing, and language endangerment. Subsequent parts are dedicated
to the four major language families in Ethiopia - Cushitic, Ethiosemitic, Nilo-Saharan, and Omotic -
and contain studies of individual languages, with an initial introductory overview chapter in each
part. Both major and less-documented languages are included, ranging from Amharic and Oromo to
Zay, Gawwada, and Yemsa. The final part explores languages that are outside of those four families,
namely Ethiopian Sign Language, Ethiopian English, and Arabic. With its international team of
senior researchers and junior scholars, The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages will appeal to
anyone interested in the languages of the region and in African linguistics more broadly.



  language spoken in chad: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008 Presents an
overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total number of
speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently spoken
or where it was spoken in the past.
  language spoken in chad: On Language Joseph Harold Greenberg, Suzanne Kemmer, 1990
This is a collection of 37 of the most important, enduring, and influential essays by one of the great
linguists of this century, gathered from a wide range of journals and books spanning four decades.
  language spoken in chad: Translation Studies and Principles of Translation Sandeep
Sharma, 2018-01-03 Dr. Sharma has kindly made available for posting here his creative and
insightful introduction to translation and translation studies. Note in particular his effort to write for
students in communicative English--we could all learn a lesson from that! Ernst Wendland,
Stellenbosch University
  language spoken in chad: Language Death and Language Maintenance Mark Janse, Sijmen
Tol, 2003-03-13 Languages are dying at an alarming rate all over the world. Estimates range from
50% to as much as 90% by the end of the century. This collection of original papers tries to strike a
balance between theoretical, practical and descriptive approaches to language death and language
maintenance. It provides overviews of language endangerment in Africa, Eurasia, and the Greater
Pacific Area. It also presents case studies of endangered languages from various language families.
These descriptive case studies not only provide data on the degree of endangerment and the causes
of language death, but also provide a general sociolinguistic and typological characterization the
language(s) under discussion and the prospects of language maintenance (if any). The volume will be
of interest to all those concerned with the ongoing extinction of the world’s linguistic diversity.
  language spoken in chad: Geographical Typology and Linguistic Areas Osamu Hieda,
Christa König, Hirosi Nakagawa, 2011-01-26 Is Africa a linguistic area (Heine & Leyew 2008)? The
present volume consists of sixteen papers highlighting the linguistic geography of Africa, covering,
in particular, southern Africa with its Khoisan languages. A wide range of phenomena are discussed
to give an overview of the pattern of social, cultural, and linguistic interaction that characterizes
Africa's linguistic geography. Most contributors to the volume discuss language contact and areal
diffusion in Africa, although some demonstrate, with examples from non-African linguistic data,
including Amazonian and European languages, how language contact may lead to structural
convergence. Others investigate contact phenomena in social-cultural behavior. The volume makes a
large contribution toward bringing generalized theory to data-oriented discussions. It is intended to
stimulate further research on contact phenomena in Africa. For sale in all countries except Japan.
For customers in Japan: please contact Yushodo Co.
  language spoken in chad: Tracing Language Movement in Africa Ericka A. Albaugh,
Kathryn M. de Luna, 2018-01-10 Many disciplines study language movement and change in Africa,
but they rarely interact. Here, eighteen scholars from a range of disciplines explore differing
conceptions of language movement in Africa through empirical case studies.
  language spoken in chad: A Study of the Kanuri Language Johannes Lukas, 2017-09-18
Originally published in 1937, this book is a practical manual of Kanuri which will be of use to both
the layman and the linguist. This analysis makes it clear that kanuri is a tone-language and the
author urges the reader to observe the tone-system of the language so that the accidence can be
fully understood, as grammatical tone sometimes forms an integral part of it. As this is a practical
study, a practical orthography has been chosen - i. e one that uses only letters that are absolutely
necessary. This system improved Kanuri orthography, as it was based on scientific principles.
  language spoken in chad: Negation Patterns in West African Languages and Beyond
Norbert Cyffer, Erwin Ebermann, Georg Ziegelmeyer, 2009-08-27 This volume deals with issues on
negation patterns in languages of West Africa and the adjacent north and east. The first aim is to
provide data on various aspects of negation in African languages. Although the topics addressed
here reflect a great diversity of negation patterns, the following typological features have been
identified to be prominent in our region: conflict or even incompatibility between negation and



focus, use of other indirect means of negating non-indicative mood (covered under the term
‘Prohibitive’), different negation patterns in different Tense-Aspect-Moods (e.g. Imperfective vs.
Perfective), lack of negative indefinites, and disjunctive negative marking (often referred to as
‘double negation’). The articles presented here show that areal factors have played a significant role
in the development of negation strategies in the languages of West Africa and beyond. On the other
hand genetic factors seem to be less prominent.
  language spoken in chad: Encyclopedia of Language & Linguistics E. K. Brown, 2006
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