
kolchak the night stalker episode guide
**Kolchak the Night Stalker Episode Guide: Exploring the Cult Classic Series**

kolchak the night stalker episode guide is a treasure trove for fans and newcomers alike who
want to dive into one of television’s most influential supernatural detective series. Known for its blend
of horror, mystery, and dark humor, *Kolchak: The Night Stalker* has left an indelible mark on the
genre and inspired countless shows that followed. Whether you're revisiting the series or discovering
it for the first time, understanding each episode’s unique contribution helps appreciate the show's
legacy.

In this comprehensive article, we’ll walk through the episodes, uncover key themes, and share
insights that make this series a must-watch. Along the way, we’ll highlight notable guest stars,
memorable monsters, and the cultural impact of the show that fans still celebrate today.

---

Background on Kolchak: The Night Stalker

Before delving into the episode guide, a quick background helps set the stage. *Kolchak: The Night
Stalker* aired during the 1974-1975 television season and starred Darren McGavin as Carl Kolchak, a
tenacious investigative reporter who regularly encounters supernatural beings and bizarre
phenomena. The show is often credited as a precursor to modern supernatural dramas like *The X-
Files*, thanks to its mix of investigative journalism and eerie storytelling.

The series only lasted one season with 20 episodes, but its cult status has grown over the decades.
Episodes often feature urban legends, folklore, and horror tropes woven into the fabric of 1970s
Chicago, giving the stories a gritty, grounded feel.

---

Kolchak the Night Stalker Episode Guide: Season 1
Overview

The sole season of *Kolchak: The Night Stalker* contains 20 episodes, each presenting a standalone
tale of mystery and horror. Below, we break down some of the most iconic episodes, their plots, and
what makes them stand out.

Episode 1: “The Ripper”

The series kicks off with “The Ripper,” where Kolchak investigates a string of grisly murders that seem
to be the work of Jack the Ripper himself—resurrected in modern-day Chicago. This episode sets the
tone perfectly with a blend of suspense, supernatural horror, and investigative grit. It’s a fantastic



introduction to Kolchak’s character, showcasing his dogged determination and skepticism.

Episode 2: “The Zombie”

In “The Zombie,” Kolchak encounters a reanimated corpse terrorizing the city, blending voodoo
mythology with classic horror elements. This episode is notable for its atmospheric storytelling and
creepy visuals that heighten the supernatural mystery. It also highlights Kolchak’s tendency to clash
with skeptical authorities, a recurring theme throughout the show.

Episode 5: “The Vampire”

One of the most memorable episodes, “The Vampire,” features Kolchak investigating a series of
mysterious deaths linked to a vampire stalking the city streets. This episode combines noir-style
storytelling with gothic horror, and Darren McGavin’s performance shines as he unravels the chilling
truth. The vampire mythos here influenced later vampire-themed media in TV and film.

Episode 10: “The Devil's Platform”

This episode brings a unique twist where Kolchak discovers a sinister cult involved in human
sacrifices. “The Devil’s Platform” stands out for its dark tone and social commentary, exploring
themes of fanaticism and the price of ambition. The episode is a prime example of how *Kolchak: The
Night Stalker* tackled more than just monsters—it also delved into human evil.

Episode 14: “They Have Been, They Are, They Will Be”

In this eerie installment, Kolchak investigates a mysterious entity connected to a Native American
legend. The episode’s exploration of indigenous folklore brought a fresh cultural dimension to the
show’s supernatural tales. It’s a standout for how it blends myth and reality, enriching the series’
narrative diversity.

---

Understanding Kolchak’s Impact Through Its Episodes

The *Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide* isn’t just a list of stories; it reflects a pioneering
approach to horror on television. The show’s episodic nature allowed it to explore a wide range of
creatures and myths—from zombies and vampires to werewolves and demons. Each episode often
carried a subtle message or theme beneath the horror surface, whether it was a critique of
bureaucracy, media skepticism, or human nature.

The series also helped define the “monster of the week” format, which became a staple in later shows



like *Supernatural* and *The X-Files*. Kolchak’s character—a flawed but determined reporter who
often finds himself in danger—became an archetype for paranormal investigators in pop culture.

---

Tips for Watching Kolchak: The Night Stalker Episodes

If you’re planning to watch or rewatch the series, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Watch in order: Although episodes are mostly standalone, watching them chronologically
helps appreciate character development and recurring motifs.

Pay attention to cultural references: The show is a product of the 1970s, so many episodes
reflect societal fears and popular culture of that era.

Notice the practical effects: The series used practical makeup and effects that add a
tangible, gritty feel to the monsters, which is part of its charm.

Look out for guest stars: Several episodes feature early appearances by actors who later
became famous, adding a fun layer for enthusiasts.

Appreciate the humor: Kolchak’s dry wit and occasional sarcasm provide levity amid the
horror, making the show more engaging.

---

Where to Find and Stream Kolchak the Night Stalker

For those eager to explore the *Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide* firsthand, the series is
available on various streaming platforms and DVD collections. Because of its cult status, several
dedicated fan sites and forums also offer episode summaries, trivia, and discussions that enrich the
viewing experience.

Streaming availability can vary, so checking services like Amazon Prime Video, Tubi, or specialty
streaming platforms focused on classic TV shows is a good start. Additionally, the original made-for-
TV movies that preceded the series are worth watching for a fuller understanding of Kolchak’s story.

---

Legacy of Kolchak: The Night Stalker in Modern Media

Beyond just the episodes themselves, *Kolchak: The Night Stalker* has influenced a wide array of



supernatural and investigative shows. The episode guide reveals how each story contributed to this
legacy by blending investigative journalism with horror storytelling.

Shows like *The X-Files* openly cite Kolchak as inspiration, and the “monster-of-the-week” format
popularized here remains a key storytelling device. The character archetype of a skeptical but curious
investigator facing the unknown owes much to Carl Kolchak.

For horror and mystery enthusiasts, revisiting the episodes offers a glimpse into the roots of modern
supernatural TV, highlighting how the series balanced scares with smart storytelling.

---

Exploring the *Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide* is more than a nostalgic trip; it’s a journey
into the origins of televised horror mystery. Each episode brings its own flavor of suspense and
supernatural intrigue, making the series as captivating now as it was nearly 50 years ago. Whether
you’re drawn to zombies, vampires, or dark cults, Kolchak’s adventures remain a fascinating watch
for fans of classic horror and investigative drama alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the chronological order of episodes in 'Kolchak: The
Night Stalker'?
The series 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' consists of one season with 20 episodes. The episodes are
typically listed in the order they originally aired, starting with 'The Ripper' and ending with 'Firefall.'

Where can I find a complete episode guide for 'Kolchak: The
Night Stalker'?
A complete episode guide for 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' can be found on popular TV databases like
IMDb, TV.com, and fan sites dedicated to the series. These guides include episode summaries, air
dates, and cast information.

Are there any notable guest stars featured in 'Kolchak: The
Night Stalker' episodes?
Yes, 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' features several notable guest stars throughout its episodes,
including Darren McGavin as Carl Kolchak and appearances by actors such as Simon Oakland and
John Carradine.

What themes are commonly explored in the episodes of
'Kolchak: The Night Stalker'?
The episodes often explore themes of supernatural horror, investigative journalism, and the battle
between skepticism and belief as Carl Kolchak encounters various monsters, vampires, and other
paranormal entities.



Is there a recommended viewing order for 'Kolchak: The Night
Stalker' episodes for first-time viewers?
It is recommended for first-time viewers to watch the episodes in the original broadcast order to best
follow character development and story progression, beginning with the pilot episode 'The Ripper.'

Additional Resources
Kolchak the Night Stalker Episode Guide: A Deep Dive into the Cult Classic Series

kolchak the night stalker episode guide serves as an essential resource for fans and television
historians alike, chronicling the eerie adventures of Carl Kolchak, the intrepid investigative reporter
who delves into paranormal mysteries. Originally airing in the early 1970s, this groundbreaking series
combines elements of horror, mystery, and procedural drama, setting a precedent for future genre
television. In this article, we explore the episodes that define the series, examine their themes and
narratives, and reflect on Kolchak’s lasting influence on supernatural storytelling.

Overview of Kolchak the Night Stalker

Before delving into the detailed episode guide, it is important to contextualize the series within
television history. Kolchak the Night Stalker debuted in 1974 and was comprised of a single season of
20 episodes, following two initial TV movies — “The Night Stalker” (1972) and “The Night Strangler”
(1973). These TV movies served as pilots, introducing viewers to the dark, atmospheric world where
Kolchak investigates phenomena beyond rational explanation.

The show’s blend of investigative journalism and supernatural horror distinguished it from
contemporaries. Kolchak’s character, played by Darren McGavin, is a determined reporter who
stumbles upon vampires, werewolves, ghosts, and otherworldly creatures. The episode guide
showcases a variety of monsters and mysteries, each crafted with an intriguing mix of suspense and
dark humor.

Kolchak the Night Stalker Episode Guide: Season 1
Breakdown

The single season of Kolchak the Night Stalker offers a tightly woven narrative arc peppered with
standalone stories. Each episode typically features Kolchak uncovering a supernatural case, often
facing skepticism and danger. Below is an analytical breakdown of some of the most notable episodes
in the episode guide.

1. “The Ripper” (Episode 1)

Opening the series with a chilling case, “The Ripper” introduces viewers to a serial killer who bears a



striking resemblance to the infamous Jack the Ripper. Kolchak investigates the murders in Chicago,
leading to a supernatural twist involving a vampire. This episode sets the tone for the series, blending
historical horror with modern-day investigative drama.

2. “They Have Been, They Are, They Will Be” (Episode 6)

This episode stands out for its exploration of alien abduction themes, a relatively novel concept on
television at the time. Kolchak’s skepticism is challenged when he uncovers a secretive alien
presence, delivering a narrative that combines sci-fi with horror. The episode’s suspenseful pacing
and compelling script make it a fan favorite within the episode guide.

3. “The Zombie” (Episode 7)

“The Zombie” delves into voodoo mythology, as Kolchak investigates a series of bizarre murders
connected to Haitian rituals. The episode’s atmospheric setting and use of cultural folklore enrich the
storyline, demonstrating the series’ willingness to explore diverse supernatural traditions. The
episode also highlights the show’s ability to mix horror with social commentary.

4. “The Energy Eater” (Episode 8)

In this episode, Kolchak encounters a parasitic entity that drains human energy, manifesting as a
mysterious force that possesses victims. The concept of invisible threats and unseen dangers adds a
psychological horror dimension to the series. This episode exemplifies the creative monster-of-the-
week formula that keeps the Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide engaging.

5. “The Werewolf” (Episode 13)

Classic horror tropes find a home in “The Werewolf,” where Kolchak faces one of the genre’s most
iconic creatures. The episode combines suspense with action sequences and explores themes of
identity and control. This installment is often praised for its practical effects and McGavin’s compelling
performance, reinforcing the show’s cult status.

Analyzing the Thematic Elements Across Episodes

The Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide reveals a consistent thematic exploration of skepticism
versus belief. Kolchak embodies the rational investigator confronting phenomena that defy scientific
explanation. This tension drives much of the show’s narrative and character development.

Another recurring theme is the loneliness of the truth-seeker. Kolchak often faces professional and
personal isolation as he pursues stories others dismiss. The episodes underscore the cost of
uncovering hidden realities, a motif that resonates with viewers who appreciate complex



protagonists.

Furthermore, the series frequently employs social allegory. Episodes touching on topics such as
prejudice, fear of the unknown, and corruption use supernatural elements as metaphors. This adds
layers of meaning beyond mere horror entertainment, enhancing the series’ depth.

Significance and Legacy of Kolchak the Night Stalker

Although the series was short-lived, the Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide remains a valuable
compendium for enthusiasts and media scholars. The show is widely recognized as a forerunner to
later supernatural and horror series, most notably influencing The X-Files. Chris Carter, creator of The
X-Files, has cited Kolchak as a direct inspiration for his work, particularly in its investigative journalist
protagonist and monster-of-the-week format.

The episode guide also highlights the show’s innovative approach to blending genres. By integrating
procedural elements with horror, Kolchak paved the way for more nuanced genre television. Its
influence extends into modern TV, where the balance between episodic stories and overarching
mythology is a common storytelling device.

Where to Watch and Access the Episode Guide

For contemporary audiences interested in exploring Kolchak the Night Stalker, various streaming
platforms and DVD collections offer access to the full season and original TV movies. The episode
guide is often included in collector’s editions, providing detailed synopses, cast information, and
production notes.

Online databases and fan sites contribute to the preservation of the series’ legacy, offering
comprehensive episode guides that include air dates, plot summaries, and critical reception. These
resources serve as essential tools for both casual viewers and academic researchers.

Final Thoughts on the Kolchak the Night Stalker
Episode Guide

Engaging with the Kolchak the Night Stalker episode guide reveals a series that, despite its brevity,
made a lasting impact on the landscape of supernatural television. Its compelling mix of horror,
mystery, and journalism created a unique niche, with episodes that continue to captivate audiences.
For those interested in the origins of paranormal storytelling on TV, the episode guide provides a
valuable roadmap to a trailblazing series that remains relevant decades after its original broadcast.



Kolchak The Night Stalker Episode Guide

  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: An Analytical Guide to Television's Battlestar
Galactica John Kenneth Muir, 2015-09-15 When the space drama Battlestar Galactica debuted on
ABC in 1978, it was expected to be the most popular new program of the year. Instead, it was
attacked as a Star Wars rip-off and canceled after a mere 17 stories. The author acknowledges the
show was full of dramatic cliches and scientific inaccuracies, but despite these shortcomings,
Battlestar Galactica was a dramatically resonant series full of unique and individual characters, such
as Commander Adama (Lorne Greene) and ace warrior Captain Apollo (Richard Hatch). The author
contends that Battlestar Galactica was a memorable attempt to make science fiction accessible to
mainstream television audiences. The brilliant work of artist John Dykstra brought a new world of
special effects to network television. Battlestar Galactica also skillfully exploited legends and names
from both the Bible and ancient mythology, which added a layer of depth and maturity to the weekly
drama.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Science Fiction Television Series Mark Phillips,
Frank Garcia, 2014-05-12 Whether rocketing to other worlds or galloping through time, science
fiction television has often featured the best of the medium. The genre's broad appeal allows
youngsters to enjoy fantastic premises and far out stories, while offering adults a sublime way to
view the human experience in a dramatic perspective. From Alien Nation to World of Giants, this
reference work provides comprehensive episode guides and cast and production credits for 62
science fiction series that were aired from 1959 through 1989. For each episode, a brief synopsis is
given, along with the writer and director of the show and the guest cast. Using extensive research
and interviews with writers, directors, actors, stuntmen and many of the show's creators, an essay
about each of the shows is also provided, covering such issues as its genesis and its network and
syndication histories.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: TV Guide: TV on DVD 2006 TV Guide, 2005-10
From the foremost authority on TV viewing comes a complete guide to television shows on DVD.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Kolchak Adrian Sherlock, 2025-04-25 Revised
Edition. Kolchak: The Night Stalker was one of the most iconic and groundbreaking cult TV shows
ever made, a mix of horror, sci fi and dark comedy which had a huge impact on the shows which
followed in its wake, most notably The X Files. Before Mulder and Scully searched for the truth,
before Buffy and Angel battled creatures of the night, there was Carl Kolchak-the wisecracking
reporter in a seersucker suit and straw hat, chasing vampires, werewolves, and unspeakable horrors
through the alleys of 1970s America. Played with wit and energy by Darren McGavin, Carl Kolchak
became a horror icon and TV legend. Spanning two groundbreaking TV movies and a cult 20-episode
series, Kolchak: The Night Stalker helped redefine television horror. Legendary writer Richard
Matheson crafted the original film, while future Sopranos creator David Chase brought his unique
voice to the series. Blending gritty journalism with monster-of-the-week storytelling, the show's
influence would echo for decades-paving the way for The X-Files, Buffy the Vampire Slayer,
Supernatural, and more. This book is your complete guide to the Kolchak phenomenon-his monsters,
his mysteries, and his lasting legacy. So step back into the shadows, cue the eerie music, and follow
Kolchak into the night... the truth is still out there, and the monsters are still waiting.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Terror Television John Kenneth Muir, 2013-02-25
Although horror shows on television are popular in the 1990s thanks to the success of Chris Carter's
The X-Files, such has not always been the case. Creators Rod Serling, Dan Curtis, William Castle,
Quinn Martin, John Newland, George Romero, Stephen King, David Lynch, Wes Craven, Sam Raimi,
Aaron Spelling and others have toiled to bring the horror genre to American living rooms for years.
This large-scale reference book documents an entire genre, from the dawn of modern horror
television with the watershed Serling anthology, Night Gallery (1970), a show lensed in color and
featuring more graphic makeup and violence than ever before seen on the tube, through more than
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30 programs, including those of the 1998-1999 season. Complete histories, critical reception,
episode guides, cast, crew and guest star information, as well as series reviews are included, along
with footnotes, a lengthy bibliography and an in-depth index. From Kolchak: The Night Stalker to
Millennium, from The Evil Touch to Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Twin Peaks, Terror Television is a
detailed reference guide to three decades of frightening television programs, both memorable and
obscure.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The Unauthorized Guide to the X-files Hal
Schuster, 1997 Television critics complain it's unrealistic--FBI agents Mulder and Scully tracking
extraterrestrial intelligences loose upon the world. Followers of The X-Files TV series can't seem to
get enough. Now, author Hal Schuster offers fans the key to unlocking The X-Files. His latest book,
Unauthorized Guide to The X-Files reveals everything the television network FOX doesn't want
viewers to know. It will help readers unravel the story line, episode by episode. They'll discover
bloopers that were covered up and others that went forgotten. They can download inside jokes,
Internet data, and scoops about comic-book and novel clones. This x-traordinarily detailed guide
provides a probing look at the X-File series, which has received the Golden Globe Awards and
recognition in the Emmys. From its conception to its fourth year on air, readers will discover: - What
inspired Chris Carter, an ex-surfer, to create The X-Files - How critics, the industry, and viewers
have reacted to the series - How similar Anderson and Duchovny are to the characters Mulder and
Scully - How many mistakes appear in an average episode of The X-Files Even TV critics may want to
investigate this one: Unauthorized Guide to the X-Files opens with an analytical look at the latest
real-life evidence pointing toward outer-space intelligence. According to Schuster, TV's most
terrifying series may be far closer to reality than fiction. It also includes an extensive appendix that
lists real-life X-Files and the organizations that investigate them, as well as an overview of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Readers will find listed hundreds of magazines, agencies and
on-line sites featuringthe sort of topics found on The X-Files About the Author Hal Schuster is the
author of The Trekker's Guide to Voyager and The Trekker's Guide to The Next Generation (both
from Prima). He lives in Bangkok and Berkeley, California.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Cult Television Sara Gwenllian-Jones, Roberta E.
Pearson, 2004 A television series is tagged with the label cult by the media, advertisers, and network
executives when it is considered edgy or offbeat, when it appeals to nostalgia, or when it is
considered emblematic of a particular subculture. By these criteria, almost any series could be
described as cult. Yet certain programs exert an uncanny power over their fans, encouraging them
to immerse themselves within a fictional world. In Cult Television leading scholars examine such
shows as The X-Files; The Avengers; Doctor Who, Babylon Five; Star Trek; Xena, Warrior Princess;
and Buffy the Vampire Slayer to determine the defining characteristics of cult television and map the
contours of this phenomenon within the larger scope of popular culture. Contributors: Karen
Backstein; David A. Black, Seton Hall U; Mary Hammond, Open U; Nathan Hunt, U of Nottingham;
Mark Jancovich; Petra Kuppers, Bryant College; Philippe Le Guern, U of Angers, France; Alan
McKee; Toby Miller, New York U; Jeffrey Sconce, Northwestern U; Eva Vieth Sara Gwenllian-Jones is
a lecturer in television and digital media at Cardiff University and co-editor of Intensities: The
Journal of Cult Media. Roberta E. Pearson is a reader in media and cultural studies at Cardiff
University. She is the author of the forthcoming book Small Screen, Big Universe: Star Trek and
Television.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The X-Files Theresa L. Geller, 2016-12-05 A social
and cultural analysis of The X-Files focusing on the genres the program employed in its interrogation
of American history, politics, and identity. Premiering in 1993 on FOX Network, The X-Files followed
the investigations of two FBI special agents, Fox Mulder and Dr. Dana Scully as they pursued the
supernatural, the bizarre, and the alien, as well as the government conspiracies at work to conceal
the truth of their existence. For nine seasons, Chris Carter's series broke new ground in complex
narrative television by integrating science fiction and horror with the forensic investigation of the
detective genre. Shaped by the conspiracy films of the 1970s, the series had the ability to comment



on the contemporary political climate one week and poke fun at its own self-seriousness the next.
Responding to its cinematic visual style, haunting score, complex and nuanced writing, witty dialog,
and the exceptional acting of David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson, who elevated the show with
their chemistry, fans embraced The X-Files, making it one of the most beloved cult television series
to this day. The aim of this book is to provide the reader with several points of entry into the
television series, with social, cultural, and political analyses framed by the examination of the show's
many overlapping genres. Divided into chapters highlighting the episodic standalones known as the
monster-of-the-week (MOTW) and the serial mythology or mytharc, the first section of the book
explores the ways the MOTWs represented social differences in stories of fantastic, supernatural
beings both strange and estranged. Through comparative analyses and detailed discussions of
individual episodes, it becomes clear that the MOTWs were less concerned with the alien than with
alienation, using the figure of the monster to focus on a range of ethnic, racial, and social outsiders.
The latter half of the book turns to the serialized mythology, examining both the arc of the alien
conspiracy as well as the fan-driven relationship between Mulder and Scully. While the romance
subplot was powered in part by the show's fans, the alien-government conspiracy mythology was
Carter's unique vision. This volume argues that The X-Fileswas a milestone because it employed the
generic tropes of science fiction to call our attention to contemporary global politics and the history
behind them.Specifically, Theresa Geller maps the ways the series used the mytharc not to predict
the future, but to unbury the violence and injustice of our own past. With its return to television as
an event series in 2016, this volume offers a timely assessment of the show's cultural relevance and
social significance. Fans of the show, as well as readers interested in cultural studies, genre
criticism, race and ethnicity, fan studies, social commentary, and gender studies will appreciate this
insightful examination of the series.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: An Analytical Guide to Television's One Step
Beyond, 1959-1961 John Kenneth Muir, 2001 Alcoa Presents: One Step Beyond made its television
debut in 1959, nine months before Rod Serling's classic The Twilight Zone, and paved the way for a
generation of television programs devoted to paranormal topics such as the occult, ESP, and ghost
stories. One Step Beyond was also where some of Hollywood's most famous leading men, including
Warren Beatty, William Shatner, and Charles Bronson, got their starts in television. This complete
reference work to the 96 half-hour episodes that ran for three seasons on ABC also offers a detailed
history, extensive commentary and summaries of the critical reception of One Step Beyond as well
as coverage of the sequel series produced in 1978 entitled The Next Step Beyond. Complete credits
for both series are provided.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The CBS Radio Mystery Theater Gordon Payton,
Martin Grams, Jr., 2015-09-17 Almost every evening for nine years during the late 1970s and early
1980s, the CBS Radio Mystery Theatre brought monsters, murderers and mayhem together for an
hour. Created, produced and directed by Himan Brown, the series remains a landmark in radio
drama. This book is a detailed history and episode guide to the show. Descriptive information
includes exact titles, airdates and rebroadcast dates, episode numbers, cast lists, writer and adapter
credits, and a storyline synopsis. This material comes directly from CBS press releases in order to
insure complete accuracy. Also included wherever possible are information about the actors and
actresses, quotes from performers and writers (many from personal interviews), anecdotes about
various scripts and sound effects, and other notes of interest.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: This Is a Thriller Alan Warren, 2004-04-14 The
late 1950s and early 1960s were the golden years of horror television. Anthology series such as Way
Out and Great Ghost Tales, along with certain episodes of Twilight Zone and The Alfred Hitchcock
Hour, were among the shows that consistently frightened a generation of television viewers. And
perhaps the best of them all was Thriller, hosted by Boris Karloff. In Thriller the horror was gothic,
with a darker, bleaker vision of life than its contemporaries. The show’s origins and troubled history
is first discussed here, followed by biographies of such key figures as producer William Frye,
executive producer Hubbell Robinson, writers Robert Bloch and Donald S. Sanford, and Karloff. The



episode guide covers all 67 installments, providing airdate, production credits, cast, plot synopses
and critical evaluations.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The Sci-Fi Movie Guide Chris Barsanti,
2014-09-22 From the trashy to the epic, from the classics to today's blockbusters, this cinefile’s
guidebook reviews nearly 1,000 of the biggest, baddest, and brightest from every age and genre of
cinematic science fiction! Once upon a time, science fiction was only in the future. It was the stuff of
drive-ins and cheap double-bills. Then, with the ever-increasing rush of new, society-altering
technologies, science fiction pushed its way to the present, and it busted out of the genre ghetto of
science fiction and barged its way into the mainstream. What used to be mere fantasy (trips to the
moon? Wristwatch radios? Supercomputers capable of learning?) are now everyday reality. Whether
nostalgic for the future or fast-forwarding to the present, The Sci-Fi Movie Guide: The Universe of
Film from Alien to Zardoz covers the broad and widening range of science-fiction movies. You’ll find
more than just Star Wars, Star Trek, and Transformers, with reviews on many overlooked and
under-appreciated gems and genres, such as ... Monsters! Pacific Rim, Godzilla, The Thing, Creature
from the Black Lagoon Superheroes: Thor, Iron Man, X-Men, The Amazing Spider-man, Superman
Dystopias: THX 1138, 1984, The Hunger Games Avant-garde masterpieces: Solaris, 2001, Brazil, The
Man Who Fell to Earth Time travel: 12 Monkeys, The Time Machine, Time Bandits, Back to the
Future Post-apocalyptic action: The Road Warrior, I Am Legend, Terminator Salvation Comedy: Dark
Star, Mars Attacks!, Dr. Strangelove, The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the Eighth
Dimension, Mystery Science Theater 3000 Aliens! The Day the Earth Stood Still, Close Encounters of
the Third Kind, Contact, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Signs Mad scientists! Frankenstein, The
Invisible Man, The Abominable Dr. Phibes Shoot-em-ups: Aliens, Universal Soldier, Starship
Troopers What the...?: Battlefield Earth, Prayer of the Rollerboys, Repo: The Genetic Opera, Tank
Girl, The 10th Victim Animation: WALL-E, Akira, Ghost in the Shell Small budgets, big ideas: Donnie
Darko, Primer, Sound of My Voice, Computer Chess Neglected greats: Things to Come, Children of
Men Epics: Metropolis, Blade Runner, Cloud Atlas and many, many more categories and movies!! In
addition to the nearly one thousand science fiction film reviews, this guide includes fascinating and
fun Top-10 lists and sidebars that are designed to lead fans to similar titles they might not have
known about. The Sci-Fi Movie Guide: The Universe of Film from Alien to Zardoz will help ensure
that you will never again have to worry about what to watch next. Useful both as a handy resource
or a fun romp through the film world of science fiction. It also includes a helpful bibliography and an
extensive index, adding to its usefulness.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Wanting to Believe: A Critical Guide to The X-Files,
Millennium and The Lone Gunmen Robert Shearman, 2009-08-10 In Wanting to Believe, acclaimed
science-fiction writer Robert Shearman critiques and examines the whole of the X-Files universe,
including the spin-off series Millennium and The Lone Gunmen. As such, this is one of — if not the
only — guide of its kind to cover all 13 seasons of this extremely popular property. With this
unauthorized guidebook, X-Files fans will be able to reevaluate these TV series with Shearman
(World Fantasy Award winner, Hugo Award nominee, renowned playwright, writer on the new
Doctor Who series and all-around nice guy) as he diligently comments upon all 282 X-Files-related
episodes (and the two motion pictures), which form one of the most notable TV works of the 1990s —
and is every bit as enjoyable today. Armed with Wanting to Believe, you will not only find yourself
mulling over Shearman’s insights and opinions about The X-Files — you will want to pull your DVDs
and re-watch this amazing and impressive series for yourself.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The Guide to United States Popular Culture Ray
Broadus Browne, Pat Browne, 2001 To understand the history and spirit of America, one must know
its wars, its laws, and its presidents. To really understand it, however, one must also know its
cheeseburgers, its love songs, and its lawn ornaments. The long-awaited Guide to the United States
Popular Culture provides a single-volume guide to the landscape of everyday life in the United
States. Scholars, students, and researchers will find in it a valuable tool with which to fill in the gaps
left by traditional history. All American readers will find in it, one entry at a time, the story of their



lives.--Robert Thompson, President, Popular Culture Association. At long last popular culture may
indeed be given its due within the humanities with the publication of The Guide to United States
Popular Culture. With its nearly 1600 entries, it promises to be the most comprehensive
single-volume source of information about popular culture. The range of subjects and diversity of
opinions represented will make this an almost indispensable resource for humanities and popular
culture scholars and enthusiasts alike.--Timothy E. Scheurer, President, American Culture
Association The popular culture of the United States is as free-wheeling and complex as the society
it animates. To understand it, one needs assistance. Now that explanatory road map is provided in
this Guide which charts the movements and people involved and provides a light at the end of the
rainbow of dreams and expectations.--Marshall W. Fishwick, Past President, Popular Culture
Association Features of The Guide to United States Popular Culture: 1,010 pages 1,600 entries 500
contributors Alphabetic entries Entries range from general topics (golf, film) to specific individuals,
items, and events Articles are supplemented by bibliographies and cross references Comprehensive
index
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: The Legacy of The X-Files James Fenwick, Diane
A. Rodgers, 2023-12-14 The Legacy of The X-Files examines the content and production of the show,
its reception, its use of legend and folklore, its contemporary resonance in politics and society of the
21st century, and its impact and legacy on film, television, the Internet and beyond. Having
converged with the early widespread use of the Internet, The X-Files became a cultural touchstone
of the 1990s, transforming from a cult TV show into a pop cultural phenomenon by the end of the
decade. To celebrate the 30th anniversary of The X-Files, this collection examines the content and
production of the show, its reception, its use of legend and folklore, its contemporary resonance in
politics and society of the 21st century, and its impact and legacy on film, television, the Internet
and beyond. The series' themes of government mistrust, conspiracy, folklore, UFOlogy, and faith are
dissected and applied to how the show spirituality resonated with post-Cold War Western society.
Contributors to this collection discuss the wide-ranging impact of the television show in popular
culture, from Mulder and Scully 'shippers' to the show's slogan entering the contemporary lexicon.
The Legacy of The X-Files serves as an all-encompassing, multi-disciplinary, contemporary account
of The X-Files, reflecting upon critical, historical, political, and social contexts, and featuring an
in-depth and comprehensive introduction making it a vital work for researchers and students alike.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Everything I Need to Know I Learned in the
Twilight Zone Mark Dawidziak, 2017-02-28 Can you live your life by what The Twilight Zone has to
teach you? Yes, and maybe you should. The proof is in this lighthearted collection of life lessons,
ground rules, inspirational thoughts, and stirring reminders found in Rod Serling’s timeless fantasy
series. Written by veteran TV critic, Mark Dawidziak, this unauthorized tribute is a celebration of the
classic anthology show, but also, on another level, a kind of fifth-dimension self-help book, with each
lesson supported by the morality tales told by Serling and his writers. The notion that “it’s never too
late to reinvent yourself” soars through “The Last Flight,’’ in which a World War I flier who goes
forward in time and gets the chance to trade cowardice for heroism. A visit from an angel blares out
the wisdom of “follow your passion” in “A Passage for Trumpet.” The meaning of “divided we fall” is
driven home with dramatic results when neighbors suspect neighbors of being invading aliens in
“The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street.” The old maxim about never judging a book by its cover is
given a tasty twist when an alien tome is translated in “To Serve Man.”
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Prehistoric Humans in Film and Television Michael
Klossner, 2006-01-26 From the early days of the movies, cavemen have been a popular subject for
filmmakers--not surprisingly, since the birth of cinema occurred only a few decades after the earliest
scientific studies of prehistoric man. Filmmakers, however, were not constrained by the emerging
science; instead they most often took a comedic look at prehistory, a trend that continued
throughout the 20th century. Prehistoric humans also populated adventure-fantasy films, with the
original One Million B.C. (1940) leading the charge. Documentaries were also made, but it was not
until the 1970s that accurate film accounts of prehistoric humans finally emerged. This exhaustive



work provides detailed accounts of 581 film and television productions that feature depictions of
human prehistory. Included are dramas and comedies set in human prehistory; documentaries; and
films and television shows in which prehistoric people somehow exist in historical periods--from the
advent of civilization up to the present--or in extraterrestrial settings. Each entry includes full
filmographic data, including year of release, running time, production personnel, cast information,
and format. A description of each film provides background on the prehistoric elements.
Contemporary critical commentary is included for many of the works.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: Film and Television In-Jokes Bill van Heerden,
2015-09-02 In Only the Lonely (1991), Ally Sheedy appeases prospective mother-in-law Maureen
O'Hara by going along to see the 1939 film How Green Was My Valley--starring Maureen O'Hara.
Richard LaGravenese, slighted by critic Gene Siskel over his screenplay for The Fisher King (1991)
wrote an unsavory character named Siskel into The Ref (1994). Movies and television shows often
feature inside jokes. Sometimes there are characters named after crew members. Directors are often
featured in cameo appearances--Alfred Hitchcock's silhouette can be seen in Family Plot (1976), for
example. This work catalogs such occurrences. Each entry includes the title of the film or show, year
of release, and a full description of the in-joke.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: 1999: A Space Odyssey John K Balor, 2018-08-03
Part of the premise of the online discussion transcribed in this book is how Gerry Anderson's
television series 'Space: 1999' can be understood in relation to Stanley Kubrick's '2001: A Space
Odyssey' by looking at both narratives through the perspective of systems theory. As a result of
doing so, an engaged debate concerned with the political and philosophical subtext of both stories
developed. This book gives a full account of the debate with summaries of ideas and insights. The
book has been developed on an idealistic basis. It is sold at the lowest price the publisher was
willing to accept. A free e-book version can be downloaded at www.lulu.com.
  kolchak the night stalker episode guide: A Guide to Television's Mayberry R.F.D. David
Fernandes, Dale Robinson, 1999 A spin-off of The Andy Griffith Show, Mayberry R.F.D. became
successful in its own right. The show aired from 1969 through 1971 and was consistently in the top
15 of the Nielsen ratings. Its demise was caused by the sudden elimination of rural-oriented series
by CBS in 1971 in order to make room for more realistic fare. The show's popularity owed much to
the casting; George Lindsey (playing Goober Pyle), Jack Dodson (Howard Sprague), Paul Hartman
(Emmett Clark), Ken Berry (Sam Jones), and others who moved seamlessly from The Andy Griffith
Show to the new series. Episode-by-episode, this is the definitive reference to Mayberry R.F.D. Each
entry provides episode title, writer, director, regular and guest cast, and numerous other facts about
it. Capsule biographies of guest stars are given within the entry for the initial episode in which they
worked, while more detailed biographies of the writers, directors, and major stars follow the episode
guide.
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