
it takes a village to raise a child meaning
The True Essence of "It Takes a Village to Raise a Child"

It takes a village to raise a child meaning goes far beyond being just a catchy proverb. It’s a
profound insight into the collective role of community, family, and society in nurturing the growth and
development of a child. This African proverb has traveled across cultures and generations, reminding
us that raising a child is not the responsibility of a single parent or guardian but a shared journey
shaped by many hands and hearts.

Understanding the deeper significance of this phrase can transform how we view parenting,
education, and community engagement. Let's explore what it truly means and how embracing this
philosophy can impact children’s lives in meaningful ways.

The Origins and Cultural Roots of the Saying

The phrase "it takes a village to raise a child" is widely attributed to African cultures, particularly the
Igbo people of Nigeria, where the original proverb emphasizes community involvement in child-
rearing. While the exact wording varies, the essence remains consistent: children thrive best when
surrounded by a supportive and interconnected network of caregivers.

A Collective Approach to Parenting

In many traditional societies, the concept of parenting extends beyond the biological parents.
Grandparents, aunts, uncles, neighbors, and even friends participate actively in the upbringing of
children. This collective responsibility ensures that children receive guidance, discipline, love, and
education from multiple perspectives, enriching their social and emotional intelligence.

Breaking Down the It Takes a Village to Raise a Child
Meaning

At its core, this proverb underscores the importance of community support in child development. But
what does "the village" really mean in today’s world? It’s not just about geographical proximity but
the network of relationships that influence a child's growth.

Community as a Support System

The village can be neighbors who watch over children playing outside, teachers who mentor beyond
academics, or family friends who offer emotional support. This network helps fill the gaps when
parents face challenges, providing a safety net that fosters resilience in children.



Shared Responsibility and Collective Wisdom

Parenting is complex, and no single individual has all the answers. The village idea embraces the
notion that raising children requires diverse wisdom and experiences. By sharing advice, resources,
and encouragement, communities can help children navigate life’s hurdles more effectively.

Modern Applications: What the Proverb Means Today

In the 21st century, the traditional village might look different, but the principle remains relevant.
With changing family structures, urbanization, and technology, the "village" has expanded and
adapted.

The Role of Schools and Educators

Schools have become central to children’s socialization and learning. Teachers, counselors, and
school staff contribute significantly to shaping a child’s character and skills. Recognizing them as part
of the village highlights the need for collaboration between families and educational institutions.

Community Programs and Support Networks

After-school programs, youth clubs, religious organizations, and local nonprofits often serve as
modern-day villages. They provide mentorship, safe spaces, and opportunities for children to explore
their talents and interests outside the home.

Online Communities and Digital Villages

In today’s digital age, virtual communities also play a role in child development. Parents and
caregivers can tap into online forums, support groups, and educational platforms to exchange ideas
and resources, extending the village globally.

Why Embracing This Philosophy Benefits Children

Acknowledging that it takes a village to raise a child encourages a more holistic approach to nurturing
young minds. Here are some key benefits:

Enhanced Emotional Security: When children feel supported by a broader community, they
develop a stronger sense of belonging and confidence.

Diverse Role Models: Exposure to different adults provides varied perspectives, helping



children develop empathy and adaptability.

Shared Resources and Opportunities: Communities can pool resources like time,
knowledge, and funding to create enriching experiences for kids.

Better Social Skills: Interacting with multiple caregivers and peers helps children learn
cooperation, respect, and communication.

How Parents and Communities Can Foster Their Own
Village

If the proverb holds such power, how can modern parents and communities actively cultivate their
own villages? Here are actionable ideas to build support systems around children’s growth.

Encourage Open Communication

Parents should foster open lines of communication not only with their children but also with
neighbors, teachers, and other caregivers. Sharing concerns, successes, and strategies creates trust
and mutual understanding.

Get Involved Locally

Joining neighborhood associations, volunteering at schools, or participating in community events
strengthens bonds and builds a network that children can rely on.

Promote Inclusivity and Diversity

A healthy village respects and embraces differences. Exposing children to diverse cultures and ideas
helps prepare them for a globalized society.

Leverage Technology Wisely

While nothing replaces face-to-face interaction, online platforms can complement community-building
efforts. Parents can use social media groups or apps designed for neighborhood coordination to stay
connected.



Challenges to the Village Philosophy in Modern Society

Despite its many benefits, the concept of a village is sometimes difficult to maintain, especially in
fast-paced or fragmented environments.

Urban Isolation and Busy Lifestyles

In large cities, people often live physically close but remain socially distant. Busy work schedules and
technology distractions can limit meaningful interactions, weakening community bonds.

Changing Family Dynamics

With more single-parent households or families moving frequently, traditional support networks may
be lacking, making it harder to sustain a village atmosphere.

Privacy and Boundaries

Some parents prefer to keep child-rearing private, wary of outside judgment or interference.
Balancing openness with personal boundaries is essential to building trust without overstepping.

Despite these challenges, many communities find creative ways to revive the village spirit through
intentional connections and shared goals.

Reflecting on the Lasting Impact of a Village on a
Child’s Life

The essence of "it takes a village to raise a child" is timeless because it speaks to a universal truth:
children are best nurtured in environments filled with care, guidance, and community involvement.
When a child grows up knowing that many people care about their well-being, they develop a strong
foundation for success and happiness.

Whether it’s a neighbor offering a kind word, a teacher inspiring curiosity, or a community program
opening new doors, every element of the village contributes to shaping the next generation.
Embracing this mindset invites us all to be active participants in the lives of children, recognizing that
their futures are intertwined with the strength of the collective village around them.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does the phrase 'It takes a village to raise a child'
mean?
The phrase means that raising a child is a communal effort and requires the support, guidance, and
involvement of a whole community, not just the parents.

Where did the saying 'It takes a village to raise a child'
originate?
The saying is often attributed to African cultures, particularly the Igbo people of Nigeria, emphasizing
communal responsibility in child-rearing.

Why is 'It takes a village to raise a child' important in modern
society?
It highlights the importance of community support systems such as schools, neighbors, and extended
family in nurturing and educating children beyond the immediate family.

How can communities embody the principle 'It takes a village
to raise a child'?
Communities can provide safe environments, mentorship programs, accessible education, and social
services that collectively support children's growth and development.

What are some examples of a 'village' in the context of raising
a child?
Examples include family members, teachers, neighbors, friends, healthcare providers, coaches, and
community organizations all playing roles in a child's upbringing.

How does 'It takes a village to raise a child' relate to
parenting styles?
It suggests that parenting is not an isolated task but one that benefits from collaboration, advice, and
shared responsibility among multiple caregivers and community members.

Can the phrase 'It takes a village to raise a child' apply to
online communities?
Yes, online communities can offer support, advice, and resources for parents and children, expanding
the traditional concept of a village in the digital age.

What role do schools play in the idea that 'It takes a village to



raise a child'?
Schools act as vital parts of the village by providing education, socialization, mentorship, and a safe
place for children to learn and grow.

How does the phrase 'It takes a village to raise a child' impact
child development theories?
It aligns with ecological and social development theories that emphasize the influence of multiple
environmental systems, including family, community, and society, on a child's growth.

What challenges exist in applying the 'It takes a village to
raise a child' philosophy today?
Challenges include urbanization, social isolation, busy lifestyles, and the breakdown of traditional
community structures, which can limit communal involvement in child-rearing.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Phrase: It Takes a Village to Raise a Child Meaning**

It takes a village to raise a child meaning encapsulates the idea that a child’s development and
upbringing require the collective effort of an entire community, not just the immediate family. Rooted
in African proverb traditions, this phrase has transcended cultural boundaries, becoming a powerful
metaphor for communal responsibility in nurturing the young. Its enduring relevance invites a closer
examination of how society, institutions, and interpersonal relationships contribute to the holistic
growth of children.

Historical and Cultural Origins

The origins of the phrase “it takes a village to raise a child” are often attributed to African cultures,
particularly the Igbo and Yoruba peoples of Nigeria, where communal child-rearing practices have
long been ingrained. In these societies, child-rearing is viewed as a shared duty, with extended family
members, neighbors, and elders playing active roles in teaching values, skills, and social norms.

This communal approach contrasts with more nuclear family-centric models predominant in Western
societies. The proverb’s essence lies in recognizing that no single individual, whether a parent or
guardian, possesses all the resources or knowledge necessary for a child’s comprehensive
development. Instead, a network of support ensures the child can thrive socially, emotionally, and
intellectually.

The Contemporary Significance of the Phrase

In modern contexts, the phrase “it takes a village to raise a child meaning” reflects ongoing



discussions about societal involvement in childhood development. With increasing urbanization and
changing family structures, the traditional “village” may take various forms, including schools, social
services, community organizations, and digital communities.

Community as a Support System

Communities provide critical support systems that impact a child’s well-being. Access to quality
education, healthcare, recreational opportunities, and safe environments are all components of this
support. When communities engage in a child’s upbringing, children benefit from diverse role models
and experiences that enrich their understanding of the world.

Research underscores the importance of such communal engagement. According to a 2021 UNICEF
report, children with strong community ties tend to exhibit higher resilience, better mental health
outcomes, and improved academic performance. These findings reinforce the idea embedded in the
proverb: collective responsibility yields positive developmental results.

The Role of Extended Family and Social Networks

Beyond the nuclear family, extended relatives often play integral roles in child-rearing. Grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and cousins contribute to moral guidance, emotional support, and cultural education.
Social networks, including friends and neighbors, can also influence children's social skills and sense
of belonging.

In societies where the nuclear family is isolated, this support may be limited, possibly leading to
increased pressure on parents and caregivers. Conversely, communities that foster
interconnectedness can distribute caregiving responsibilities, reducing stress and promoting healthier
family dynamics.

Implications for Parenting and Policy

The principle behind “it takes a village to raise a child” carries significant implications for parenting
approaches and public policy. Recognizing that raising children is not an isolated task encourages
collaborative parenting models and community involvement.

Benefits of a Communal Approach

Shared Resources: Access to a wider range of resources such as education programs,
counseling services, and extracurricular activities.

Emotional Support: Parents and caregivers gain emotional reinforcement from community
members, reducing isolation and burnout.



Socialization: Children benefit from interacting with diverse individuals, fostering empathy and
social adaptability.

Safety Nets: Communities can provide safety nets for children facing adversity, including
neglect or abuse.

Challenges and Considerations

While the concept is idealistic, practical challenges exist:

Urbanization and Mobility: Modern lifestyles often limit close-knit community interactions
due to frequent relocations and busy schedules.

Privacy Concerns: Some families prefer privacy and may resist external involvement in
personal matters.

Resource Disparities: Not all communities have equal access to supportive infrastructure,
leading to uneven benefits.

Policy makers have responded by promoting community-based programs such as after-school
initiatives, family resource centers, and neighborhood watch groups. These efforts aim to rebuild a
sense of collective responsibility aligned with the proverb’s message.

Comparative Perspectives: Global Child-Rearing
Practices

Analyzing “it takes a village to raise a child meaning” through a global lens reveals diverse
implementations of communal child-rearing:

Collectivist Societies

In collectivist cultures like Japan, India, and many African nations, community involvement in child-
rearing is normative. Elders impart wisdom, and children learn the importance of social harmony and
respect early on. Childcare duties often extend beyond parents to include community members,
reinforcing social cohesion.

Individualist Societies



Western countries such as the United States and much of Europe tend to emphasize individualism and
nuclear family independence. While community support exists, it is less formalized and often
supplemented by institutional services. The proverb’s application here tends to focus more on
organized community resources and professional support systems rather than informal social
networks.

Modern Adaptations and Digital Communities

The digital age has introduced new dimensions to the concept of “it takes a village to raise a child.”
Online parenting forums, educational platforms, and social media groups create virtual villages where
parents and caregivers share advice, experiences, and emotional support.

While these digital communities offer accessibility and diversity, they also raise questions about the
quality and reliability of shared information. Nonetheless, they represent an evolution of the
traditional village concept adapted to contemporary societal realities.

Impact on Child Development

Studies indicate that children raised in environments where community engagement is strong tend to
develop better social skills and emotional intelligence. The proverb underlines the necessity of multi-
dimensional support encompassing family, community, and institutional frameworks.

Educators and child psychologists increasingly advocate for community-inclusive approaches,
emphasizing that parental efforts, while critical, are amplified through communal participation.

The phrase “it takes a village to raise a child meaning” continues to resonate because it encapsulates
a universal truth about human development: no child exists in isolation. The collective influence of
family, community, and society shapes the trajectory of a child’s life, underscoring the importance of
nurturing environments that extend beyond the household. This holistic perspective challenges
individuals and institutions alike to consider how they can contribute to the broader village that
supports every child’s growth and potential.

It Takes A Village To Raise A Child Meaning

  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Regarding Children Herbert Anderson, Susan B.
W. Johnson, 1994-01-01 Discusses child rearing, identifies children's needs, and outlines the support
church and society should provide
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: The Facts on File Dictionary of Proverbs
Martin H. Manser, Rosalind Fergusson, 2007 Lists the meaning and origin of more than 1,700
traditional and contemporary English proverbs.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Does the Village Still Raise the Child? Beth Blue
Swadener, Kabiru, Njenga, 2000-09-22 Considers the impacts of rapid social, economic, and cultural
change on child-rearing and early education in Kenya.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Does It Take A Village? Alan Booth, Ann C.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/it-takes-a-village-to-raise-a-child-meaning.pdf


Crouter, 2001-01-01 Does It Take a Village? focuses on the mechanisms that link community
characteristics to the functioning of the families and individuals within them--community norms,
economic opportunities, reference groups for assessing relative deprivation, and social support
networks. Contributors underscore those features of communities that represent risk factors for
children, adolescents, and their families, as well as those characteristics that underlie resilience and
thus undergird individual and family functioning. As a society we have heavy investments both in
research and in programs based on the idea that communities affect families and children, yet
important questions have arisen about the validity of the link between communities, children, and
families. This book answers the question of whether--and how--it takes a village to raise a child and
what we can do to help communities achieve this essential task more effectively.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: ENGLISH COMPREHENSION TECHNIQUES
Ifeoluwapo Wumi, 2025-04-01 Unlock the Power of Effective Reading! In English Comprehension
Techniques: Strategies and Skills for Effective Understanding, Ifeoluwapo Wumi offers a
step-by-step guide to mastering reading comprehension. Whether you're a student aiming to excel in
exams, a professional navigating complex reports, or an avid reader seeking deeper engagement
with texts, this book provides the tools you need to succeed. Learn how to: Decode complex texts
with ease. Use proven strategies like skimming, scanning, and critical reading. Tackle real-world
comprehension challenges with confidence. Boost retention and understanding in both academic and
everyday contexts. Packed with practical techniques, exercises, and examples, this book is your
ultimate companion for becoming a more effective and confident reader.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Seeds of Change John Atlas, 2010-06-28 There is
more value on a single page of Seeds of Change than in a year's worth of Rush Limbaugh screeds
combined with a lifetime of Sarah Palin sneers at community organizers. --Todd Gitlin Seeds of
Change goes beyond the headlines of the last Presidential campaign to describe what really
happened in ACORN's massive voter registration drives, why it triggered an unrelenting attack by
Fox News and the Republican Party, and how it confronted its internal divisions and scandals. Based
on Atlas's own eyewitness original reporting, as the only journalist to have access to ACORN's staff
and board meetings, this book documents the critical transition from founder Wade Rathke, a white
New Orleans radical to Bertha Lewis, a Brooklyn African American activist. The story begins in the
1970s, when a small group of young men and women, led by a charismatic college dropout, began a
quest to help the powerless help themselves. In a tale full of unusual characters and dramatic
conflicts, the book follows the ups and downs of ACORN's organizers and members as they confront
big corporations and unresponsive government officials in Albuquerque, Brooklyn, Chicago, Detroit,
Little Rock, New Orleans, Philadelphia, and the Twin Cities. The author follows the course of local
and national campaigns to organize unions, fight the subprime mortgage crisis, promote living
wages for working people, struggle for affordable housing and against gentrification, and help
Hurricane Katrina's survivors return to New Orleans. The book dispels the conservative myth that
we can only help the poor through private soup kitchens and charity and the liberal myth that the
solution rests simply with more government services. Seeds of Change, not only provides a gripping
look at ACORN's four decades of effective organizing, but also offers a hopeful analysis of the
potential for a revival of real American democracy. An offering of The Progressive Book Club.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: You Can't Drop out of High School and Drop into
a Job H. David Hairston-Ridgley Jr, 2011-03-17 YOU CANT DROP OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL AND
DROP INTO A GOOD JOB: Explains why government makes teens go to school and pays for it
Includes motivating letters and messages of encouragement from President Obama, celebrities, 4th
graders, millionaire teen entrepreneurs, philanthropists, business leaders, drop-outs who returned
to graduate and other concerned accomplished Americans Mentors from afar, but fi nger-tip close on
dealing with diffi cult teachers, internet high schools, landing jobs, writing resumes & cover letters,
starting a teen business, dealing with bullies, winning over stress and depression, dating, sexual
temptation, chemical substance abuse, and much more. 1st lady Michelle Obama wrote David
saying: the President and I share your hopes and optimism for what lies ahead at this important



moment in history, we encourage you to continue to engage yourself in fi nding ways to strengthen
our country by serving the youth of your community. (August, 2010) Teens and parents who read
this book will never have to say: If only I had known!
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Futuristic and Linguistic Perspectives on
Teaching Writing to Second Language Students Hancı-Azizoglu, Eda Başak, Kavaklı, Nurdan,
2020-12-11 The aptitude to write well is increasingly becoming a vital element that students need to
succeed in college and their future careers. Students must be equipped with competent writing skills
as colleges and jobs base the acceptance of students and workers on the quality of their writing. This
situation captures the complexity of the fact that writing represents higher intellectual skills and
leads to a higher rate of selection. Therefore, it is imperative that best strategies for teaching
writing speakers of other languages is imparted to provide insights to teachers who can better
prepare their students for future accomplishments. Futuristic and Linguistic Perspectives on
Teaching Writing to Second Language Students examines the theoretical and practical implications
that should be put in place for second language writers and offers critical futuristic and linguistic
perspectives on teaching writing to speakers of other languages. Highlighting such topics as EFL,
ESL, composition, digital storytelling, and forming identity, this book is ideal for second language
teachers and writing instructors, as well as academicians, professionals, researchers, and students
working in the field of language and linguistics.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: The Dao of Complexity Jean Boulton,
2024-09-23 The pandemic, climate change, rising populism, geo-political unrest – just a few of the
issues causing turbulence in today’s world. We are living and working in times that are complex and
fast changing. The Dao of Complexity is a book about challenging and deepening worldviews. It
explores the remarkable resonance between complexity and Daoism, engaging with the processual,
contextual and emergent nature both of ourselves and of the world of which we are a part. It
connects to ideas from such diverse fields as quantum physics, brain science, political theory and
economics. Jean asks what ‘making sense’ of the world means in these turbulent times and how that
can galvanise action for those of us trying to make a difference, trying to ‘make waves’ in a world of
increasing connectivity, polarisation and fragility. Taking its lead from Daoist texts, the design
encourages readers to open at any page and use the short, stand-alone, yet networked pieces as
reflective starting points. This book will be of interest to scholars and those striving for social
change, as well as managers and policy makers looking for inspiration. The general reader
interested in science, philosophy and ancient wisdom will find relatable material to explore how to
engage effectively in this complex world.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: It Takes a Village Hillary Rodham Clinton,
2006-12-26 In celebration of the tenth anniversary of It Takes a Village, this splendid edition
includes photographs and a new Introduction by Hillary Rodham Clinton. A decade ago, then First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton chronicled her quest—both deeply personal and, in the truest sense,
public—to help make our society into the kind of village that enables children to become smart, able,
resilient adults. It Takes a Village is “a textbook for caring....Filled with truths that are worth a read,
and a reread” (The Dallas Morning News). For more than thirty-five years, Senator Clinton has made
children her passion and her cause. Her long experience—not only through her roles as mother,
daughter, sister, and wife but also as advocate, legal expert, and public servant—has strengthened
her conviction that how children develop and what they need to succeed are inextricably entwined
with the society in which they live and how well it sustains and supports its families and individuals.
In other words, it takes a village to raise a child. In her new Introduction, Senator Clinton reflects on
how our village has changed over the last decade—from the impact of the Internet to new research
in early child development and education. She discusses issues of increasing concern—security, the
environment, the national debt—and looks at where we have made progress and where there is still
work to be done. It Takes a Village has become a classic. As relevant as ever, this anniversary
edition makes it abundantly clear that the choices we make today about how we raise our children
and how we support families will determine how our nation will face the challenges of this century.



  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Navigating PDA in America Ruth Fidler, Diane
Gould, 2024-06-21 Although Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) has been a recognized autistic
profile in the UK for some time, awareness is still growing in America. When parents first learn
about it they talk about having a lightbulb moment of understanding their child better. Many
described how, having found traditional parenting and behavioral techniques made things worse
instead of better, they felt judged and alone. Teachers and school administrators also reported
struggling to support their PDA students. The children, teens and young adults themselves were
often left feeling misunderstood. The authors of this book explain PDA with an emphasis on
promoting well-being both for PDA individuals and all those who support them. They provide a
neurodiversity-affirming framework for supporting anxious, demand avoidant individuals across a
range of settings and services. As awareness spreads across the pond, the compassion and clarity in
this book will become a valuable guide to many.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Black Millennials Jacquelin Darby, 2020-11-03
Black Millennials is an edited collection of writings that speak to the unique experience of the Black
millennial in regard to identity, career, and social engagement in modern society and business. This
book is unique in that it is written by Black millennials who are using their knowledge and expertise
to speak and give voice to a generation of people who are being overlooked in both research and in
the community. This book aptly starts a deeper conversation with a generation that is stuck in
between what the future can be and what the past has already created.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Applying Strengths-Based Approaches in
Social Work Deanna Edwards, Kate Parkinson, 2023-05-30 This textbook offers students and
practitioners an accessible introduction to strengths-based approaches in Social Work and Social
Care practice. Covering the theory and research in support of these approaches, and packed full of
case studies, the book will allow readers to develop a critical understanding of how strengths-based
approaches work, and how they can be successfully applied in order to improve outcomes for people
with lived experience. Covering the five main models of strengths-based practice, the text presents
international research and evidence on the efficacy of each approach, enabling students and
practitioners to apply the benefits in their own social work practice. The guide features the
perspectives of people with lived experience throughout and includes the following key learning
features: • case studies of best practice; • points for practice: succinct tips for practitioners and
students on practice placement; • further reading list and resources; • glossary.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Promoting Quality Hybrid Learning Through
Leadership and Educational Management Cardoso Espinosa, Edgar Oliver, 2023-12-05 The
confluence of transformative global events, including a pandemic, the repercussions of climate
change through extreme weather, and widespread political instability has jolted educational
systems, prompting a rapid overhaul of conventional teaching and learning approaches. The
embrace of remote and hybrid learning models has exposed institutional vulnerabilities, compelling
a reevaluation of adaptability, leadership, and management strategies. Amid this novel educational
landscape, the urgency for effective solutions has grown, spotlighting the need to uphold
educational standards, cultivate engagement, and provide steadfast leadership. Promoting Quality
Hybrid Learning Through Leadership and Educational Management, edited by Edgar Oliver Cardoso
Espinosa, emerges as a guiding compass. This book intricately dissects the interplay between
leadership, educational management, and technology, offering a comprehensive panacea for the
challenges inherent in hybrid learning models. Curated from the collective wisdom of scholars and
practitioners, this book offers a roadmap for institutions, distilling invaluable insights on adept
leadership techniques, effective management practices, and the seamless fusion of digital tools to
enhance the educational experience. Beyond a mere volume, it serves as a transformative tool for
educators, researchers, and leaders seeking to recalibrate education for contemporary demands,
shaping immersive learning environments and instilling the confidence to navigate an evolving
educational vista.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Lesson Learned Joe Geno, 2024-09-24 About the



Author Joe Geno has been a public High School English Teacher for 25 years. Born and raised in
North Syracuse, New York, he lived a very active lifestyle achieving his black belt in karate by age
14 and playing baseball through high school and into college. He is also an avid outdoorsman who
hunts every fall. He attended Onondaga Community College and Binghamton University in his
undergraduate years. After graduating, he worked menial jobs back in Syracuse before moving to
New York City at the age of 24. He was seeking to live a chic writer’s life like some of his heroes
Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsburg. At Brooklyn College, he was in a master’s program in English with
hopes of studying with the great poet Allen Ginsburg, but Ginsburg was stricken with cancer.
Nevertheless, he wrote his own poetry and finished his master’s program at Brooklyn during his first
years of teaching. He received another Masters in School Supervision from City College in later
years. He now teaches mostly 12th graders in the South Bronx near his beloved Yankee Stadium. He
also is a Union Chapter Leader who advocates for his members. He lives in Westchester County with
his wife and two children.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Parenting in Modern Societies , 2023-11-02 This
book debates the high impact modern societies have on the way we raise children. Although
problems such as family dysfunction, work–family imbalance, and migration due to war, violence,
and poverty are not new, their consequences for children’s well-being and mental health are
aggravated by the lack of effective social support networks affecting many children and families
living in contemporaneous urban areas. The proverb 'It takes a village to raise a child” is as valid
now as it was in the early history of less complex communities. However, extended families and the
social environment of villages have been substituted by a system of welfare and childcare
institutions that, in many cases, fail to provide the appropriate care, education, and support the
children need. Job-demanding competitive societies, where career achievement and wealth become
the definition of success, force parents to the duality of choosing between family and career and
depending on others to parent their children. Likewise, social inequality compels many parents to
work in never-ending shifts that add to the hours they spend commuting to their workplaces.
Sometimes, parents are forced to migrate, leaving their children behind. Children learn to survive in
the absence of their parents and to deal with small or inexistent parental emotional investment. The
parent-child relationship and attachment necessities are impacted in ways that will affect children
for the rest of their lives. Alternatively, migrant children accompanying their parents to a new host
country may feel the shock of a normative society with cultural values different from the ones they
left behind. Parenting behaviour and style may then be considered inappropriate, challenging
parents’ ability to educate and pass their values to the offspring. This book is an academic reflection
on these controversies.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Letters to My Children Rev. Pauline Heslop MD,
2023-09-19 Have you ever felt you missed your way because you were not guided toward God’s
chosen path? Or could you have missed the direction because you were not listening to God’s calling
and directives? Be assured that it is not too late for you. This book has been designed to teach
readers how to pay attention to God’s directions. The author, Dr. Pauline Heslop, has documented a
smidgen of her life’s journey, which began with the prophecies declared to her. The impact of the
supernatural, as evidenced by how God speaks, has guided her throughout every aspect of her
journey. As a Medical Doctor and an ordained Reverend, she is compelled to educate this generation
and many others to understand how God has supernaturally endowed each individual with
everything needed to be a successful overcomer. Her life depicts this possibility despite the
obstacles she faced on her journey. Her book, therefore, focuses on empowering children and their
families to walk boldly into the purpose for which they are uniquely created. It is an evoking,
informative, and exciting read. From it, the reader will see the key to lasting peace when faced with
increased pressures or seemingly unconquerable obstacles.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Renaissance in the Classroom Gail E. Burnaford,
Arnold Aprill, Cynthia Weiss, 2013-09-05 This book invites readers to consider the possibilities for
learning and growth when artists and arts educators come into a classroom and work with teachers



to engage students in drama, dance, visual art, music, and media arts. It is a nuts-and-bolts guide to
arts integration, across the curriculum in grades K-12, describing how students, teachers, and
artists get started with arts integration, work through classroom curriculum involving the arts, and
go beyond the typical unit to engage in the arts throughout the school year. The framework is based
on six years of arts integration in the Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE). Renaissance in
the Classroom: *fully explains the planning, implementation, and assessment processes in arts
integration; *frames arts integration in the larger context of curriculum integration, problem-based
learning, and the multiple intelligences; *provides the theoretical frameworks that connect
standards-based instruction to innovative teaching and learning, and embeds arts education in the
larger issue of whole school improvement; *blends a description of the arts integration process with
personal stories, anecdotes, and impressions of those involved, with a wealth of examples from
diverse cultural backgrounds; *tells the stories of arts integration from the classroom to the school
level and introduces the dynamics of arts partnerships in communities that connect arts
organizations, schools, and neighborhoods; *offers a variety of resources for engaging the
arts--either as an individual teacher or within a partnership; and *includes a color insert that
illustrates the work teachers, students, and artists have done in arts integration schools and an
extensive appendix of tools, instruments, Web site, contacts, and curriculum ideas for immediate
use. Of primary interest to K-12 classroom teachers, arts specialists, and visiting artists who work
with young people in schools or community arts organizations, this book is also highly relevant and
useful for policymakers, arts partnerships, administrators, and parents.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Race, Ethnicity, and Multiculturalism Peter Hall,
2012-10-12 This book examines how teachers, administrators, and educational institutions
contribute to racial and ethnic inequality and offers policy and practice suggestions for change. It
reviews the literature, the national societal and cultural contexts, definitions of race and ethnicity,
family influences, and then explores the topic in relation to teachers, classrooms, school programs,
school organization, and district policy making. The book concludes with recommendations on how
to integrate current school restructuring with multicultural education.
  it takes a village to raise a child meaning: Behold the Proverbs of a People Wolfgang
Mieder, 2014-10-30 The thirteen chapters of this book comprise an intriguing and informative entry
into the world of proverb scholarship, illustrating that proverbs have always been and continue to be
wisdom's international currency. The first section of the book focuses on the field of paremiology
(proverb studies) in general, the spread of Anglo-American proverbs in Europe, and the phenomenon
of modern proverbs. The second section analyzes the use of proverbs in the world of politics,
including a chapter on President Obama, while the third concentrates on the uses of proverbs in
literature. The final section ends with detailed cultural studies of the origin, history, dissemination,
use, function, and meaning of specific proverbs. Noted scholar Wolfgang Mieder shows that
proverbs matter in culture, literature, and politics. Proverbs remain part and parcel of oral and
written communication, and, he demonstrates, they deserve to be studied from a range of
viewpoints. While various chapters deal with a variety of issues and approaches, they cohere
through a rhetorical perspective that looks at the text, texture, and context of proverbs as speech
acts that make a noteworthy impact on culture and society. Whether proverbs appear in everyday
speech, on the radio, on television, in films, on the pages of newspapers or magazines, in
advertisements, in literary works, or in political speeches, they serve as formulaic verbal devices to
add authoritative weight through tradition, convention, and wisdom.
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