gold teeth african history

Gold Teeth African History: A Journey Through Culture, Status, and Style

gold teeth african history is a fascinating subject that reveals much about the
continent’s rich cultural tapestry, social dynamics, and aesthetic values. Often seen as a
modern fashion statement or a hip-hop accessory in Western media, gold teeth have a
much deeper and older significance in many African societies. From ancient times to
contemporary expressions, gold teeth have symbolized wealth, identity, and even spiritual
beliefs. Exploring this history sheds light on how dental adornment transcends mere
decoration, embedding itself in African heritage and self-expression.

The Origins of Gold Teeth in African Cultures

Dental modification and adornment have been practiced in various parts of Africa for
centuries, with gold teeth being one of the most striking forms. Archaeological discoveries
suggest that some African communities were among the earliest to use gold and other
precious metals in dental work as far back as pre-colonial times.

Gold as a Symbol of Wealth and Power

In many African societies, gold has long been more than just a precious metal; it
encapsulated status, spirituality, and lineage. The use of gold in dental decorations was
often reserved for the elite - kings, chiefs, and wealthy traders. Adorning teeth with gold
was a visible and permanent display of wealth and social standing.

For instance, the Ashanti Empire in present-day Ghana was renowned for its gold
craftsmanship, and rulers often embellished their bodies, including their teeth, with gold.
This practice was a testament to their authority and divine right to rule.

Spiritual and Protective Beliefs

Beyond social symbolism, gold teeth sometimes served spiritual purposes. Certain African
cultures believed that gold had protective properties that could ward off evil spirits or
illnesses. Incorporating gold into the body, including the teeth, was thought to bring
blessings and safeguard one’s health and fortune.

Traditional Methods of Creating Gold Teeth

The crafting of gold teeth in African history involved skilled artisans who combined
metalworking expertise with dental knowledge. Unlike contemporary dental implants, early



methods were often manual and artistic.

Gold Caps and Inlays

One common technique was creating gold caps or inlays that fit over or replaced parts of
natural teeth. These were meticulously crafted to match the shape of the tooth and fitted
securely to ensure durability. The process required not only craftsmanship but also an
understanding of oral hygiene to prevent infections.

Decorative Engravings and Patterns

Artisans often added intricate engravings or patterns on gold teeth, turning them into
miniature works of art. These designs could signify tribal affiliation, personal achievements,
or family heritage. The uniqueness of each gold tooth made it a personal statement as
much as a status symbol.

Gold Teeth and Identity in Modern African
Societies

While gold teeth have ancient roots, their significance continues to evolve in contemporary
Africa. Today, gold dental adornments can be seen across various countries, reflecting a
blend of tradition, fashion, and identity.

Fashion and Self-Expression

In urban centers like Lagos, Johannesburg, and Nairobi, gold teeth have become popular
among younger generations as bold fashion statements. Influenced by global trends, hip-
hop culture, and local aesthetics, gold teeth now symbolize individuality, confidence, and
style.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Despite modern trends, many African communities still view gold teeth as a connection to
their ancestors. Wearing gold dental caps or grills can be a way to honor one’s heritage and
keep cultural practices alive. This blend of ancient symbolism and contemporary flair makes
gold teeth a dynamic form of identity.



The Influence of Gold Teeth Beyond Africa

The history of gold teeth in Africa has also influenced global perceptions and practices,
especially in the African diaspora and popular culture.

From African Traditions to Hip-Hop Culture

The hip-hop movement in the United States embraced gold teeth—or "grills"—as symbols of
success and resilience. Many African American artists credit African traditions as part of the
inspiration behind their unique styles. This cross-cultural exchange highlights how gold
teeth serve as a bridge between continents and histories.

Changing Perceptions and Social Commentary

Historically, gold teeth were sometimes stigmatized or misunderstood outside of Africa.
However, as awareness of African cultural history grows, gold teeth are increasingly
recognized as expressions of heritage and artistry rather than mere flashy accessories. This
shift promotes a more respectful appreciation of the tradition.

Care and Maintenance: Tips from Traditional and
Modern Perspectives

Maintaining gold teeth, whether ancient or modern, requires careful attention to oral
hygiene and craftsmanship.

e Regular Cleaning: To prevent decay and infection around gold dental work,
consistent brushing and flossing are essential.

e Professional Care: Skilled dentists or goldsmiths familiar with dental adornment
techniques can help maintain and repair gold teeth.

* Respecting Tradition: When adopting gold teeth as a fashion statement, it’s
important to understand and respect their cultural significance.

Gold Teeth African History: A Living Legacy

The journey of gold teeth in Africa is a story of art, identity, and resilience. From the ancient
empires that prized gold as a divine metal to the vibrant urban youth who wear gold dental



caps with pride, gold teeth continue to be a powerful cultural symbol. They remind us that
beauty and status have long been expressed in diverse and meaningful ways across African
societies.

Whether viewed through the lens of anthropology, fashion, or cultural studies, gold teeth in
Africa represent more than adornment—they tell a story of history, creativity, and enduring
identity that continues to shine brightly today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of gold teeth in
African cultures?

Gold teeth in African cultures have often symbolized wealth, status, and beauty. They were
used as a form of adornment to showcase social standing and were sometimes integrated
into traditional rituals and ceremonies.

Which African regions are known for the tradition of
gold teeth?

West Africa, particularly countries like Nigeria and Ghana, is known for the tradition of gold
teeth. Various ethnic groups in these regions have historically used gold dental adornments
as part of their cultural expression.

How did gold teeth become a symbol of identity in
African history?

Gold teeth became a symbol of identity by representing individual and communal wealth,
prestige, and sometimes tribal affiliation. They also served as a marker of beauty and were
a way for people to express their personal style and social rank.

What materials were traditionally used alongside gold
for dental adornments in Africa?

Besides gold, materials such as ivory, bone, and precious stones were sometimes used in
dental adornments. However, gold remained the most prized material due to its rarity,
durability, and luster.

Are gold teeth still culturally relevant in contemporary
African societies?

Yes, gold teeth continue to hold cultural relevance in some African societies today. They are
often seen in popular culture, fashion, and music, symbolizing heritage, pride, and modern
expressions of identity.



How did colonialism impact the tradition of gold teeth
in African history?

Colonialism disrupted many traditional practices, including the crafting and wearing of gold
teeth, due to new social structures and economic changes. However, many communities
preserved these traditions, which have experienced revivals as part of cultural heritage
movements.

Additional Resources

Gold Teeth African History: A Cultural and Historical Exploration

gold teeth african history is a fascinating subject that intertwines cultural identity, social
status, aesthetics, and tradition across various African societies. This article investigates
the origins, evolution, and significance of gold teeth within African cultures, drawing
connections between ancient practices and contemporary expressions. By examining
archaeological findings, anthropological studies, and cultural narratives, we gain a deeper
understanding of how gold teeth have served as symbols of wealth, power, beauty, and
even spirituality throughout African history.

The Origins of Gold Teeth in African Societies

The practice of modifying teeth through adornment or alteration has deep roots in African
history, and gold teeth stand out as one of the most striking examples. Archaeological
evidence suggests that the use of gold and other precious metals for dental decoration
dates back several centuries, with some findings indicating that ancient civilizations in West
Africa engaged in tooth modification.

Gold, historically valued for its rarity and luster, became a preferred material for dental
embellishment among African elites. The Mali Empire, flourishing between the 13th and
16th centuries, is often cited for its wealth in gold, which likely influenced the practice of
gold dental work as a visible display of affluence. Similarly, in regions such as present-day
Nigeria and Ghana, gold teeth were not only ornamental but also represented social
hierarchy and status.

Historical Artifacts and Archaeological Insights

Excavations in West Africa have uncovered skulls with evidence of dental modifications,
including gold inlays and caps. These artifacts reveal sophisticated craftsmanship and a
cultural appreciation for dental aesthetics that transcended mere function. In some cases,
the placement of gold in teeth was ritualistic, linked to rites of passage or spiritual
protection.

For example, the Nok culture, known for its terracotta sculptures dating back to 500 BCE,
provides contextual clues about early African dental practices. Although direct evidence of



gold teeth from this period is scarce, the intricate depiction of human figures with dental
modifications in Nok art suggests a longstanding tradition of tooth adornment.

Cultural Significance of Gold Teeth Across African
Communities

Gold teeth in African history cannot be divorced from their cultural context. They often
symbolized more than beauty; these dental enhancements conveyed messages about an
individual's identity, community role, and even spiritual beliefs.

Gold Teeth as Status Symbols

Across many African societies, gold teeth functioned as indicators of wealth and social
standing. Given gold’s intrinsic value and the skill required to fashion dental pieces, only
the affluent could afford such modifications. This exclusivity reinforced social stratification,
with gold teeth serving as a visible marker of power and prestige.

In some cultures, rulers and nobility adorned their teeth with gold to emphasize their
elevated status. The Yoruba people of Nigeria, for instance, are known for their elaborate
use of gold in personal adornment, including dental work. For them, gold teeth were part of
a broader cultural expression that blended aesthetics with symbols of authority.

Spiritual and Protective Roles

Beyond social symbolism, gold teeth sometimes held spiritual significance. Certain African
communities believed that gold, as a pure and incorruptible metal, possessed protective
qualities. Incorporating gold into the body, including teeth, was thought to shield individuals
from harm or evil spirits.

This belief is echoed in various African folklore, where gold is associated with divine favor
and resilience. Consequently, gold dental adornments were not merely decorative but
imbued with deeper meanings related to identity and cosmic balance.

The Evolution of Gold Teeth: From Tradition to
Contemporary Trends

The historical practice of gold teeth in Africa has evolved and adapted to changing social
and cultural landscapes. While traditional forms of gold dental work persist in some
communities, contemporary interpretations have emerged, influenced by global trends and
popular culture.



Modern Gold Teeth in African Urban Culture

In many African urban centers, gold teeth continue to symbolize wealth and style, but their
significance has expanded and diversified. Hip-hop culture, for example, has popularized
gold grills and dental jewelry worldwide, including in African cities such as Johannesburg,
Lagos, and Accra. This fusion of traditional symbolism and modern fashion illustrates the
dynamic nature of gold teeth as a cultural artifact.

Young Africans often use gold teeth as a form of self-expression, blending historical
references with contemporary aesthetics. The resurgence of interest in gold dental
adornments also reflects a broader reclaiming of African heritage and identity in a
globalized world.

Comparisons with Other Cultural Practices

It is worthwhile to compare African gold teeth practices with similar traditions in other parts
of the world. For instance, in some Asian cultures, gold dental modifications have also been
used historically, though often with different symbolic meanings. In the Americas, dental
modifications such as inlays or filing have appeared among indigenous groups, yet gold was
less commonly used due to resource availability.

These comparisons highlight the unique ways in which African societies integrated gold

teeth into their cultural fabric, utilizing local resources and aligning the practice with their
social and spiritual frameworks.

Materials and Techniques in Gold Dental Work

Understanding the craftsmanship behind gold teeth in African history reveals a blend of
artistry and technical expertise. The process involved shaping gold into thin sheets or caps
that could be fitted over or inlaid between teeth. This required knowledge of metallurgy and
dental anatomy, indicating specialized skills among artisans.

Advantages and Challenges of Gold Teeth

Gold, as a material, offers several advantages for dental adornment:
e Durability: Gold is resistant to corrosion and wear, making it ideal for long-term
dental use.
¢ Malleability: It can be easily shaped and adapted to fit individual teeth.

* Biocompatibility: Gold rarely causes allergic reactions, making it suitable for oral
use.



However, the maintenance of gold teeth could pose challenges. Without modern dental
hygiene practices, gold inlays or caps risked trapping food particles, potentially leading to
oral health issues. Additionally, the high cost of gold limited access to such adornments to
wealthier individuals.

Gold Teeth African History in Contemporary
Discourse

The narrative of gold teeth within African history is increasingly being revisited in scholarly
research, cultural exhibitions, and popular media. This renewed interest helps dismantle
stereotypes and recognizes the complexity of African aesthetic traditions.

Moreover, gold teeth have become a symbol of cultural pride and identity, especially
among diaspora communities who seek to reconnect with their ancestral heritage. Artists,
fashion designers, and cultural commentators frequently incorporate gold dental motifs to
celebrate African history and challenge prevailing norms about beauty and status.

The trajectory of gold teeth from ancient African civilizations to modern-day cultural icons
underscores the enduring power of adornment as a form of communication and self-
definition. As interest in this subject grows, so does the appreciation for the rich historical
tapestry that gold teeth represent in African societies.

Gold Teeth African History

gold teeth african history: Black People Invented Everything Dr. Sujan K. Dass, 2020-02-01
Who invented the traffic light? What about transportation itself? Farming? Art? Modern chemistry?
Who made...cats? What if I told you there was ONE answer to all of these questions? That one
answer? BLACK PEOPLE! Seriously. And this book is like a mini-encyclopedia, full of more evidence
than WikiLeaks and just as eye-opening! Do you know just how much Black inventors and creators
have given to modern society? Within the past 200 years, Black Americans have drawn on a timeless
well of inner genius to innovate and engineer the design of the world we live in today. But what of all
the Black history before then? Before white people invented the Patent Office, Black folks were the
original creators and builders, developing ingenious ways to manage the world’s changes over
millions of years, everywhere you can imagine, from Azerbaijan to Zagazig! With wit and wisdom
(and tons of pictures!) this book digs deeper than the whitewashed history we learn in school books
and explores how our African ancestors established the foundation of modern society! Have you
inherited this genius? What can you do with it? Inspired by solutions from the past, we can develop
strategies for a successful future!

gold teeth african history: A History of African Societies to 1870 Elizabeth Isichei, 1997-04-13
This comprehensive and detailed exploration of the African past, from prehistory to approximately
1870, is intended to provide a fully up-to-date complement to the Cambridge History of Africa.
Reflecting several emphases in recent scholarship, it focusses on the changing modes of production,
on gender relations and on ecology, laying particular stress on viewing 'history from below'. A
distinctive theme is to be found in its analyses of cognitive history. The work falls into three sections.



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/gold-teeth-african-history.pdf

The first comprises a historiographic analysis, and covers the period from the dawn of prehistory to
the end of the Early Iron Age. The second and third sections are, for the most part, organised on
regional lines; the second section ends in the sixteenth century; the third carries the story on to
1870. A second volume, now in preparation, will cover the period from 1870 to 1995. This book
attempts a more rounded view of African history than most of the other textbooks on the subject
addressed to a (largely) undergraduate level student. Earlier histories have tended to ignore some of
the current foci in the scholarly literature on Africa, generally not reflected in the textbooks: these
include discussions of topical issues like ecology and gender. Isichei's book is also more radical.

gold teeth african history: The Routledge Companion to African Diaspora Art History
Eddie Chambers, 2024-10-31 This is an authoritative companion that is global in scope, recognizing
the presence of African Diaspora artists across the world. It is a bold and broad reframing of this
neglected branch of art history, challenging dominant presumptions about the field. Diaspora
pertains to the global scattering or dispersal of, in this instance, African peoples, as well as their
patterns of movement from the mid twentieth century onwards. Chapters in this book emphasize the
importance of cross-fertilization, interconnectedness, and intersectionality in the framing of African
Diaspora art history. The book stresses the complexities of artists born within, or living and working
within, the African continent, alongside the complexities of Africa-born artists who have migrated to
other parts of the world. The group of international contributors emphasizes and accentuates the
interplay between, for example, Caribbean art and African Diaspora art, or Latin American art and
African Diaspora art, or Black British art and African Diaspora art. The book will be of interest to
scholars and students working in art history, the various branches of African studies, African
American studies, African Diaspora studies, Caribbean studies, and Latin American studies.

gold teeth african history: Health, Healing and Illness in African History Rebekah Lee,
2021-02-11 In this book, Rebekah Lee offers a critical introduction to the diverse history of health,
healing and illness in sub-Saharan Africa from the 1800s to the present day. Its focus is not simply
on disease but rather on how illness and health were understood and managed: by healthcare
providers, African patients, their families and communities. Through a sustained interdisciplinary
approach, Lee brings to the foreground a cast of actors, institutions and ideas that both profoundly
and intimately shaped African health experiences and outcomes. This book guides the reader
through a wide range of historical source material, and highlights the theoretical and
methodological innovations which have enriched this scholarship. Part One delivers a concise
historical overview of African health and illness from the long 'pre-colonial’ past through the colonial
period and into the present day, providing an understanding of broad patterns - of major disease
challenges, experiences of illness, and local and global health interventions - and their persistence
or transformation across time. Part Two adopts a 'case study' approach, focusing on specific health
challenges in Africa - HIV/AIDS, mental illness, tropical disease and occupational disease - and their
unfolding across time and space. Health, Healing and Illness in African History is the first
wide-ranging survey of this key topic in African history and the history of health and medicine, and
the ideal introduction for students.

gold teeth african history: A History of Africa Samuel Griswold Goodrich, 1850

gold teeth african history: Encyclopedia of African American Popular Culture Jessie
Smith, 2010-12-17 This four-volume encyclopedia contains compelling and comprehensive
information on African American popular culture that will be valuable to high school students and
undergraduates, college instructors, researchers, and general readers. From the Apollo Theater to
the Harlem Renaissance, from barber shop and beauty shop culture to African American holidays,
family reunions, and festivals, and from the days of black baseball to the era of a black president, the
culture of African Americans is truly unique and diverse. This diversity is the result of intricate
customs forged in tightly woven communities—not only in the United States, but in many cases also
stemming from the traditions of another continent. Encyclopedia of African American Popular
Culture presents information in a traditional A-Z organization, capturing the essence of the customs
of African Americans and presenting this rich cultural heritage through the lens of popular culture.



Each entry includes historical and current information to provide a meaningful background for the
topic and the perspective to appreciate its significance in a modern context. This encyclopedia is a
valuable research tool that provides easy access to a wealth of information on the African American
experience.

gold teeth african history: The Journal of Negro History: 1919 Various, 2023-08-22 The
Journal of Negro History: 1919 is a rich collection of scholarly articles focusing on various aspects of
African American history, culture, and achievements. The book is written in a straightforward and
informative style, providing readers with deep insights into the struggles and triumphs of the black
community. Set in the backdrop of the early 20th century, the book offers a glimpse into the social
and political landscape of the time, shedding light on the challenges faced by African Americans. The
diverse topics covered in the journal include slavery, civil rights, literature, and folklore, making it a
comprehensive resource for anyone interested in African American studies.Various, the author of
this book, have carefully curated a selection of articles that offer a well-rounded view of African
American history. Their dedication to preserving and promoting the contributions of African
Americans is evident in the meticulous research and thoughtful analysis presented in the journal.
Recommended for scholars, historians, and anyone looking to deepen their understanding of African
American history, The Journal of Negro History: 1919 is a valuable addition to any library or
personal collection.

gold teeth african history: History of the Upper Guinea Coast Walter Rodney, 1970 Walter
Rodney is revered throughout the Caribbean as a teacher, a hero, and a martyr. This book remains
the foremost work on the region.

gold teeth african history: The Horse in West African History Robin Law, 2018-08-16
Originally published in 1980 and here re-issued with an updated preface, this book deals with the
role of the horse in the societies of West Africa during the pre-colonial period. It traces the history of
its introduction and its diffusion within West Africa, and examines the problems of maintaining
horses in such a harsh environment. The use of horses in warfare in analysed but the non-military
aspects of the West African horse culture are also discussed, principally the use of horses as tokens
of status and wealth. The book includes a review of the decline of the West African horse culture in
the 20th century, reflecting the passing of a political system based on warfare and slavery.

gold teeth african history: Documenting the Black Experience Novotny Lawrence,
2014-11-19 History taught at the elementary, middle, high school and even college levels often
excludes significant events from African American history, such as the murder of Emmett Till or the
murder of four black girls by the Ku Klux Klan in the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing in
Birmingham. Such events are integral parts of history that continue to inform America's racial
politics. Their exclusion is a problem that this work addresses by bringing more visibility to
documentary films focusing on the events. Books treating the history of documentary films follow a
similar pattern, omitting the efforts of filmmakers who have continued to focus on African American
history. This book works to make documentary discourse more complete, bringing attention to films
that cover the African American experience in four areas--civil rights, sports, electronic media, and
the contemporary black struggle--demonstrating how the issues continue to inform America's racial
politics.

gold teeth african history: UNTOLD HISTORY Bernadine E. Ahonkhai, ED. D, 2025-01-06
UNTOLD HISTORY illustrates how African history is intertwined with and foundational to American
history. The book begins this narrative in the fourteenth century, when European seafarers
discovered the coastal regions of Africa, describes the meeting of the three worlds aEUR Europe,
Africa, and the New World, (later known as America), and details the increasing interactions of the
three worlds after the 1450s. The author dispels some of the misconceptions about pre-colonial
Africa by presenting the history and culture of the African continent from a distinctively African lens.
As such, this book chronicles some prominent African empires and kingdoms, Africa-European
bilateral trade relations, the trans-Atlantic Slave trade, and contemporary Africans in the United
States. The book highlights stories of contemporary Africans residing in the United States and



documents the contributions of early and contemporary Africans to the history, economic
development, culture, and prominence of the United States of America. It concludes with a snapshot
of contemporary Africa. The book provides a framework for understanding the history of Africa prior
to the arrival of European merchants on its shores, African civilizations, cultures, legacy, and
contributions to American. Educators can use the book to supplement their course on American
History, World History, African American History in pre-collegiate or collegiate settings. This book
can help educators to reimagine the teaching and learning of the United States history by centering
on important narratives in Africa and with Africans in the American diaspora. The book is organized
chronologically and can help the reader to understand the past as it relates to the present world. To
facilitate teaching, each chapter opens with a quotation that introduces the content of the chapter
and ends with study discussion questions that educators can use or adapt as appropriate for
instruction and to ensure full, comprehensive understanding of the content presented.

gold teeth african history: Reflecting on America's First Black President Ooko John, 2012-07
In highlighting the political and economic progress of African Americans while pinpointing the
historical success of Barack Obama in the last presidential election, the book covers the history of
the African peoples in the principal regions of Africa, the Caribbean, North America and South
America. In reporting and acutely analyzing the same events of human history spanning over 1500
years, it initially delves into the reactions from the political order in the form of the Tea Party
Movement following Obama's victory. Totalling over 500 pages, the book then takes the reader on a
trip down memory lane, covering events as the slave trade, discrimination and colonization that
pitted Africans and their diasporic descendants against Europeans, and later Americans. After
covering the critical stages of African Americans' economic and political development following the
Civil War to present day, the book crosses the Atlantic Ocean to cover the major failures of political
events after independence on the African continent. Two specific chapters in the book analyze the
events under feudal Europe that led to the enslavement of Africans while another does the same on
the system of capitalism. The final four chapters report and analyze Africa's present challenges and
possible solutions.

gold teeth african history: The Etruscans and the History of Dentistry Marshall J. Becker,
Jean MaclIntosh Turfa, 2017-02-17 The Etruscans and the History of Dentistry offers a study of the
construction and use of gold dental appliances in ancient Etruscan culture, and their place within
the framework of a general history of dentistry, with special emphasis on appliances, from Bronze
Age Mesopotamia and Egypt to modern Europe and the Americas. Included are many of the ancient
literary sources that refer to dentistry - or the lack thereof - in Greece and Rome, as well as the
archaeological evidence of ancient dental health. The book challenges many past works in exposing
modern scholars’ fallacies about ancient dentistry, while presenting the incontrovertible evidence of
the Etruscans’ seemingly modern attitudes to cosmetic dentistry.

gold teeth african history: A History of the Colony of Sierra Leone, Western Africa John
Joseph Crooks, 1903

gold teeth african history: An Autoethnography of African American Motherhood Renata
Harden Ferdinand, 2021-11-29 This is the first full-length explicitly identified autoethnographic text
on African American motherhood. It shows the lived experiences of Black motherhood, when
mothering is shaped by race, gender, and class, and mothers must navigate not only their own, but
also their children's positions in society. Ferdinand takes an intimate look at her mothering
strategies spanning ten years (from 2007 to 2017), preparing her daughter to traverse a racist and
sexist society. It is a multi-generational text that blends the author’s experience with that of her own
mother, grandmother, and her daughter, to engage in a larger discussion of African American/Black
mother/womanhood. It is grounded within Black Feminist Theory, which centers the experiences of
Black women within the domains of intersecting oppressions. It is from a very personal position that
Ferdinand provides a glimpse into the minutiae of mothering that reveal the everyday intricacies of
Black women as mothers. It highlights specific strategies Black mothers use to combat
discrimination and oppression, from teaching their children about the n-word to choosing positive




representations of Black identity in movies, books, dolls, daycares, elementary schools, and even
extra-curricular activities. It shows the impact that stereotypical manifestations of Black femininity
have on Black women’s experience of motherhood, and how this affects Black women and girls'
understanding of themselves, especially their skin color, body shape, and hair texture. As an
interdisciplinary text, this book will be reading for academics and students in a broad range of fields,
including Education, African American Studies, Communication Studies, Women Studies, Psychology
and Health Studies. It is also a handbook of lived experience for Black mothers, grandmothers, and
daughters, and for all mothers, grandmothers, and daughters irrespective of color.

gold teeth african history: Learning to Liberate Vajra Watson, 2012-03-29 Few problems in
education are as pressing as the severe crisis in urban schools. Though educators have tried a wide
range of remedies, dismal results persist. This is especially true for low-income youth of color, who
drop out of school—and into incarceration—at extremely high rates. The dual calamity of
underachievement in schools and violence in many communities across the country is often met with
blame and cynicism, and with a host of hurtful and unproductive quick fixes: blaming educators,
pitting schools against each other, turning solely to the private sector, and ratcheting up the
pressure on teachers and students. But real change will not be possible until we shift our focus from
finding fault to developing partnerships, from documenting problems to discovering solutions.
Learning to Liberate does just that by presenting true and compelling community-based approaches
to school reform. Drawing on over three years of ethnographic research, Vajra Watson explores the
complicated process of reaching and teaching today's students. She reveals how four nontraditional
educators successfully empower young people who have repeatedly been left behind. Using
portraiture, a methodology rooted in vivid storytelling, Watson analyzes each educator's specific
teaching tactics. Uncovering four distinct pedagogies—of communication, community, compassion,
and commitment—she then pulls together their key strategies to create a theoretically grounded
framework that is both useful and effective. A poignant, insightful, and practical analysis, Learning
to Liberate is a timely resource for all educators and youth-serving practitioners who are committed
to transforming at-risk youth into at-promise individuals who put their agency and potential into
action in their schools and neighborhoods.

gold teeth african history: Africana Faith James L. Conyers Jr., 2016-12-28 Essentially, the
study of black religion in America has been mysterious, quarrelsome, and paradoxical. Repeatedly
the reason in this primer aspires to make a concentric analysis of the function and capacity of
spirituality and religiosity, within the African American Muslim movement. Recently, there have
been numerous volumes in the form of biographical or communal studies conducted on Black
twentieth century religious figures. Much of this discussion has exacerbated in hierarchy of religious
values, rather than a concentric analysis of the role and function of spirituality and religiosity.
Therefore, this collection of essays places emphasis on the role and views of the missionary and
voluntary spread of Islam among African Americans in the United States.

gold teeth african history: Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa Andrea L.
Stanton, 2012 In our age of globalization and multiculturalism, it has never been more important to
understand and appreciate all cultures across the world. The four volumes take a step forward in
this endeavour by presenting concise information on those regions least well-known to students
across Europe: the Middle East, Asia and Africa. The volumes convey what daily life is like for people
in these selected regions. Entries will aid readers in understanding the importance of cultural
sociology, to appreciate the effects of cultural forces around the world, and to learn the history of
countries and cultures within these important regions. Key Features -Topics are explored within
historical context, in three broad historical periods: prehistory to 1250, 1250 to 1920 and 1920 to
the present. -One volume each is devoted to the regions of the Middle East and Africa and then one
volume to East and Southeast Asia and a final volume to West, Central and South Asia. The volumes
include extensive use of photographs and maps to explain cultural and geographic content. -Each
volume has its own volume editor with expertise in that particular region. Key Themes Arts, Culture
and Science People, Society and Dynasties Religion and Law Family and Daily Life Conflicts and



Wars Politics and Government Health and Education Economy, Trade and Industry National
Geography and History.

gold teeth african history: The Journal of Negro History, Volume 4, 1919 Various, 2021-01-18

gold teeth african history: A People's History of the Second World War Donny Gluckstein,
2012-06-14 This history reclaims the Second World War as a global fight 'from below'. The vast
majority of historical accounts have focused on the regular armies of the allied powers, however, the
often-neglected people's militias were crucial not only to the defeat of fascism, but also colonialism,
imperialism and even capitalism. Looking at militias in Yugoslavia, Greece, Poland and Latvia, as
well as the Warsaw Uprising and anti-fascist movements in Germany, it presents a different battle,
fought on different terms. Widening its scope to India - where an independence movement was
shaking an already weak British Empire, and onto alternative anti-imperialist struggles in Indonesia
and Vietnam, a global picture of people’s resistance is revealed. Despite these radical elements, the
allied governments were more interested in creating a new order to suit their interests, and many of
these movements were ultimately betrayed. However, many shook the existing world order to its
core.
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