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Does Summative Assessment Count? Understanding Its Role in Education

does summative assessment count as part of a student's overall evaluation is a question that
often arises among students, parents, and educators alike. Whether you’'re preparing for final exams,
end-of-term tests, or standardized assessments, understanding the weight and significance of
summative assessments can help you navigate your academic journey more confidently. This article
explores what summative assessments are, how they differ from other types of evaluations, and why
they are an essential part of the educational process.

What Is Summative Assessment?

Summative assessment is a type of evaluation conducted at the end of an instructional period to
measure student learning against predefined standards or learning objectives. Unlike formative
assessments, which are ongoing and designed to provide feedback during the learning process,
summative assessments aim to summarize what a student has learned after completing a unit,
course, or semester.

Examples of summative assessments include:

e Final exams
e Standardized tests
e End-of-term projects or presentations

e Major research papers or portfolios

These assessments are usually graded and contribute significantly to a student's overall grade,
which brings us back to the core question—does summative assessment count in the final
evaluation? The short answer is yes, and often it counts quite heavily.

Does Summative Assessment Count Towards Final
Grades?

In most educational settings, summative assessments carry substantial weight when determining a
student's final grade. Since they aim to evaluate comprehensive understanding, the results provide
educators with a clear measure of a student's mastery over the material. For instance, a final exam
might count for 30% to 50% of the overall course grade, depending on the institution’s grading
policies.



Why Does Summative Assessment Carry So Much Weight?

Summative assessments are designed to be comprehensive and reflective of all that a student has
learned during a course or unit. Because these assessments are often cumulative, they serve as a
reliable indicator of whether educational goals have been met. Educators rely on summative
assessment results to:

e Determine if students meet proficiency standards

e Inform future instructional planning

e Provide accountability for educational programs

e Support decisions regarding student progression or certification

Because of these high stakes, summative assessments naturally have a significant impact on final
grades.

Summative vs. Formative Assessment: How They Differ

To better understand the role of summative assessments, it’s helpful to contrast them with formative
assessments. While summative assessments evaluate learning at the end, formative assessments
happen throughout the learning process to provide ongoing feedback.

Characteristics of Formative Assessment

¢ Regular and informal, such as quizzes or class discussions
e Focuses on identifying strengths and weaknesses
e Helps students improve before final evaluation

¢ May or may not contribute to final grades

Characteristics of Summative Assessment

e Conducted after a learning cycle or unit



e Formal and graded
e Measures overall achievement

e Counts significantly towards final grades

Understanding these differences clarifies why summative assessments are often more heavily
weighted—they serve as a definitive measure of learning success.

How Does Summative Assessment Impact Student
Motivation?

Knowing that summative assessments count significantly toward final grades can affect student
motivation in various ways. For some, the pressure of high-stakes testing can be stressful, but for
others, it serves as a powerful motivator to focus and consolidate their learning.

Tips for Managing the Pressure

e Start early: Begin reviewing material well before the test date to avoid cramming.

e Create a study schedule: Break down topics into manageable chunks and allocate time for
each.

e Use varied study methods: Incorporate flashcards, group studies, and practice exams to
reinforce learning.

e Seek feedback: Use formative assessments and teacher input to gauge your understanding
before summative assessments.

By approaching summative assessments strategically, students can reduce anxiety and improve their
performance.

The Role of Summative Assessment in Different
Educational Contexts

The significance of summative assessments can vary depending on the educational level and system.
For example, in primary education, summative assessments might be less weighted to encourage
learning without excessive pressure. In contrast, in high school and university settings, summative
tests often determine whether a student advances to the next grade level or graduates.



Standardized Testing and Summative Assessment

Standardized tests are a form of summative assessment used widely in many countries to evaluate
students’ performance on a large scale. These tests often influence school funding, curriculum
decisions, and even teacher evaluations.

Because standardized tests count heavily toward academic records, students and educators alike
focus a great deal of attention on preparation. While these tests can provide valuable data on
student achievement, critics argue that they may not fully capture a student’s abilities or learning
potential.

Does Summative Assessment Count Equally Across
Subjects?

Not all subjects weigh summative assessments equally. For example, in subjects like mathematics or
science, final exams might play a central role in grading. In contrast, subjects such as art or physical
education may rely more on continuous assessment and project work.

Balancing Assessment Types

Many educators advocate for a balanced approach, combining both formative and summative
assessments to provide a more holistic view of a student’s capabilities. This approach ensures that
students who may struggle with high-pressure exams still have opportunities to demonstrate their
skills and knowledge through other means.

How Can Students Use Knowledge About Summative
Assessment to Their Advantage?

Understanding that summative assessment counts significantly can help students plan their
academic efforts more effectively. Here are some practical tips:

1. Prioritize learning goals: Focus on mastering key concepts likely to appear on summative
assessments.
2. Regular review: Engage in consistent study habits rather than last-minute cramming.

3. Utilize formative feedback: Take advantage of quizzes and assignments to prepare for
summative tests.

4. Ask questions: Clarify doubts well before summative assessments to avoid confusion.



Being proactive about learning and assessment preparation can lead to better performance and less
stress.

The Future of Summative Assessment

As education evolves, so too does the role of summative assessment. With advances in technology
and pedagogy, more adaptive and diverse forms of summative evaluation are emerging. For
example, digital portfolios, project-based assessments, and oral examinations are gaining popularity
as alternatives or supplements to traditional exams.

These innovations aim to provide a more accurate reflection of student learning and abilities, moving
beyond the limitations of conventional testing.

In essence, does summative assessment count? Absolutely—it often plays a crucial role in academic
evaluation. By understanding its purpose, weight, and impact, students and educators can approach
these assessments with greater clarity and confidence. Balancing summative assessments with
ongoing formative feedback creates a richer, more supportive learning environment where students
can thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does summative assessment count towards final grades?

Yes, summative assessments typically count towards final grades as they evaluate student learning
at the end of an instructional period.

How important is summative assessment in overall academic
evaluation?

Summative assessments are very important because they provide a comprehensive measure of
student achievement and understanding of the course material.

Do all courses use summative assessments that count?

Most courses include summative assessments that contribute to final grades, but the weight and
format can vary depending on the institution and subject.

Can summative assessment scores be appealed if a student
disagrees with the results?

In many educational institutions, students can appeal summative assessment scores, but the process
and criteria for appeals differ by school or university policy.



Are summative assessments the same as final exams?

Summative assessments often include final exams, but they can also encompass projects,
presentations, or other comprehensive evaluations conducted at the end of a learning period.

Do summative assessments affect student progression to the
next grade or level?

Yes, summative assessments can impact student progression as they reflect mastery of required
knowledge and skills necessary to advance.

Additional Resources

Does Summative Assessment Count? An In-Depth Exploration of Its Role and Impact in Education

does summative assessment count as a significant factor in academic evaluation? This question
frequently arises among educators, students, and parents seeking clarity on how educational
achievements are measured and reported. Summative assessments, often defined as evaluations
administered at the end of an instructional period, serve to gauge cumulative learning and mastery
of content. But beyond their timing and structure, understanding whether these assessments truly
"count" involves unpacking their purpose, influence on final grades, and broader implications within
educational systems.

In this article, we investigate the role of summative assessments, how they compare to formative

assessments, their impact on student outcomes, and the ongoing debates surrounding their weight
in grading policies. By delving into current practices and educational research, this review offers a
nuanced perspective on the question: does summative assessment count—and if so, to what extent?

Understanding Summative Assessment: Definition and
Purpose

Summative assessment refers to the evaluative process conducted after a segment of learning is
complete, typically at the end of a unit, semester, or academic year. Common examples include final
exams, standardized tests, end-of-term projects, or cumulative presentations. These assessments aim
to summarize student learning and provide a benchmark for achievement relative to established
standards.

Unlike formative assessments, which are ongoing and designed to inform instructional adjustments,
summative assessments are generally high stakes. They often contribute significantly to final grades
and serve as indicators of student readiness or proficiency in a subject. The fundamental
question—does summative assessment count—is intrinsically linked to its function as a key
determinant in academic reporting.



The Weight of Summative Assessments in Grading Systems

One of the clearest ways summative assessments "count" is through their assigned weight in
calculating final grades. Many educational institutions allocate a substantial portion of the overall
grade to summative evaluations, sometimes ranging from 40% to 70%. For instance, a high school
final exam might constitute 50% of a student’s course grade, signaling its critical role in academic
standing.

However, the exact weight varies widely depending on educational philosophy, grade level, and
subject matter. Some progressive schools and districts adopt balanced approaches, integrating
formative assessments to reduce the pressure and stakes of a single summative test. This variation
impacts how summative assessments count not just in numbers but in shaping student experiences.

Comparing Summative and Formative Assessments:
Complementary or Contradictory?

To fully grasp whether summative assessment counts, it is essential to contrast it with formative
assessment. Formative assessments are ongoing checks for understanding—quizzes, class
discussions, draft submissions—that primarily support learning rather than final judgment.

While summative assessments provide a snapshot of learning at a point in time, formative
assessments promote continuous improvement. Research in education suggests that relying solely
on summative assessments may not provide a comprehensive picture of student ability, as these
assessments often emphasize memorization or test-taking skills under pressure.

The interplay between these two types raises critical questions about assessment balance. Schools
that integrate formative feedback alongside summative grading often see improved student

engagement and deeper learning, subtly influencing the extent to which summative assessments
alone "count."

Advantages and Limitations of Summative Assessment

Summative assessments bring several advantages:
e Standardization and Comparability: They offer a uniform metric to compare student
performance within and across schools.

¢ Accountability: Summative results help educators and policymakers evaluate the
effectiveness of curriculum and instruction.

e Certifying Competency: High-stakes exams often serve as gatekeepers for progression,
graduation, or qualification for further education.



Conversely, summative assessments face criticism for their limitations:

e High-Stress Environment: The pressure of one-off exams can negatively affect student
performance and well-being.

e Limited Scope: They may prioritize rote learning and fail to capture critical thinking or
creativity.

e Feedback Delay: Since summative tests occur after instruction, they offer little immediate
guidance for improving learning.

This duality reflects ongoing debates about how much summative assessments should count in
educational evaluation.

Does Summative Assessment Count in Different
Educational Contexts?

The significance of summative assessments can vary dramatically depending on the educational
context—be it primary school, higher education, or professional certification.

Primary and Secondary Education

In K-12 settings, summative assessments often serve as the backbone of grading systems. State-
mandated standardized tests, end-of-term exams, and final projects frequently determine student
grades and can influence school funding or rankings. Here, summative assessment counts heavily,
shaping not only individual student records but also broader institutional accountability.

However, there is a growing trend toward incorporating formative assessments and alternative
evaluation methods to reduce overemphasis on summative results. Educators increasingly recognize
that diverse assessment types better support varied learning styles and reduce inequities.

Higher Education

At the college and university levels, summative assessments such as final exams, term papers, and
capstone projects typically bear substantial weight in course grades. These assessments often
influence academic progression, scholarships, and degree completion.

Nonetheless, many higher education institutions are experimenting with assessment models that
balance summative and formative elements, such as portfolio assessments or continuous evaluation,
to provide a more holistic view of student capabilities.



Professional and Certification Exams

In professional contexts, summative assessments often manifest as licensure or certification
exams—bar exams for lawyers, medical board tests, or technical certifications. Here, summative
assessments unequivocally count, as they serve as gatekeepers ensuring minimum competency
before practice.

Failure in these high-stakes summative assessments can have significant career implications,
underscoring their crucial role in professional standards.

Impact of Summative Assessment on Student
Motivation and Learning

The question of whether summative assessment counts also touches on its psychological and
pedagogical effects. High-stakes summative assessments can motivate students to consolidate
knowledge and prepare rigorously. For some, these assessments provide clear goals and
benchmarks.

However, research indicates that an overreliance on summative assessments can undermine
intrinsic motivation. When students focus narrowly on passing exams, they might resort to surface
learning strategies rather than engaging deeply with material. This phenomenon, often referred to
as "teaching to the test," can detract from the broader educational mission.

Educators and policymakers must strike a balance that ensures summative assessments count
meaningfully without compromising student engagement or learning quality.

Technological Innovations and Summative Assessment

Advances in educational technology are reshaping how summative assessments count. Digital
platforms enable adaptive testing, instant feedback, and more diverse formats beyond traditional
pen-and-paper exams.

These innovations offer opportunities to make summative assessments more personalized and
reflective of real-world skills. For example, simulations and project-based assessments can serve as
summative evaluations while capturing complex competencies.

As technology evolves, the role and impact of summative assessment continue to adapt, influencing
how these assessments count in contemporary education.

Does summative assessment count? The answer is multifaceted. Summative assessments undeniably
hold a central place in educational evaluation, often carrying significant weight in grading and
certification. Yet, the evolving landscape of pedagogy and assessment practices challenges
stakeholders to consider how summative assessments integrate with formative approaches to
support meaningful learning outcomes. Ultimately, the role summative assessments play—and how
much they count—depends on context, design, and the balance struck within broader educational



goals.

Does Summative Assessment Count

does summative assessment count: Assessing Learners in Higher Education Sally Brown,
Peter Knight, 2012-12-06 This study examines the factors influencing the changes in teaching
assessment at the higher education level and studies the range of techniques and methods available
to the assessor. It evaluates the effectiveness of certain methods and discusses their
implementation.

does summative assessment count: The Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in Rtl
Wayne A. Foster, 2018-01-08 The Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in Rtl: Implementing
Multiple Tiers of Student Support is an innovative resource for school-based speech-language
pathologists (SLPs). The author examines the current interaction among special and general
educators and identifies how SLPs best fit into a multitiered/response to instruction process. This
collaboration requires school staff share the same vision on the operation of the system, understand
their respective roles, and merge the curricular with the developmental perspective to build basic
skills in support of student performance growth. General educators have traditionally utilized the
language of curriculum (e.g., standards, pacing guides, formative and summative assessments) to
talk about student goals and achievement. Special educators, including SLPs, most often utilize the
language of development (e.g., norms, percentile ranks, development milestones) to measure
student growth. The Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in RtI assesses this apparent clash in
nomenclature and identifies new ways for collaboration and cooperation among faculty and
administration. In order for the SLP to be an effective partner in the development and
implementation of Rtl, the author proposes that SLPs should: understand the language of general
education,be able to translate the curricular needs of students into skill-based units that can be
measured and progress-monitored,have full understanding of the developmental progression of skills
and how that progression links to curriculum standards, andbe knowledgeable on evidence-based
practices that can have a meaningful impact on closing developmental gaps and result in higher
achievement outcomes. This text provides the blueprint for the implementation of a system of
student support that was envisioned in the 2004 reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA). Unlike other books on Rtl, this essential resource addresses
the very specific roles that different school-level professionals must play to make the system
effective. No other text provides SLPs with such a comprehensive, schoolwide perspective on the
different roles in the process, the different languages used by the professionals in those roles, and
how to navigate those different perspectives.

does summative assessment count: Formative Assessment for English Language Arts Amy
Benjamin, 2013-09-27 This book demonstrates how formative assessments, unlike standardized
tests, provide the kind of communication between teachers and students that help teachers make
instructional decisions to improve student performance.

does summative assessment count: The Successful Law Student: An Insider's Guide to
Studying Law Imogen Moore, Craig Newbery-Jones, 2022-02-21 The Successful Law Student: An
Insider's Guide to Studying Law is the ultimate companion for all prospective and current law
students. Packed full of insights, advice and perspectives from current and past law students it is the
only student guide to offer you the inside track on how to make the most of your law degree and
your time at university. The Successful Law Student: An Insider's Guide to Studying Law is perfect
for you whether you're taking a one-, two-, three- or four-year degree course or planning to take a
year abroad, whether you're a full-time, part-time, or mature student, or whether you'll be balancing
your studies with work or other commitments. The focus is on the things that will make a big


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/does-summative-assessment-count.pdf

difference to your student experience, including making a smooth transition to university level study,
getting the most out of lectures and feedback from tutors, advice on how to approach law exams,
and finding a rewarding career. Complemented by a variety of insider voices from students and
alumni, which add valuable context and real-life insight, Imogen Moore and Craig Newbery-Jones
use their extensive experience as law teachers to explore the learning process and look beyond it to
consider the wider definition of success, and help you manage the pressures of legal study. Digital
formats This edition is available for students and institutions to purchase in a variety of formats. The
e-book offers a mobile experience and convenient access along with functionality tools and
navigation features. www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/ebooks

does summative assessment count: Workplace-Based Assessments in Psychiatric Training
Dinesh Bhugra, Amit Malik, 2011-04-07 In psychiatry, as in many other medical disciplines, training
is shifting from an emphasis on testing factual knowledge towards a system based on continuing
assessment and the acquisition of practical skills and competencies. Workplace Based Assessments
in Psychiatric Training describes current approaches to these new assessment systems around the
world, provides practical advice regarding their implementation and makes recommendations for
future developments. The book opens with an overview and analysis of methods of workplace based
assessments, followed by a review of the trainee assessment from the patient perspective. Chapters
contain in-depth, detailed discussion of recent developments in Canada, Denmark, India, the UK and
the USA. The book reviews both technical developments in assessment tools and techniques and the
socio-political context within which these have taken place. With a practical focus and unique global
perspective, this is a 'must buy' for anyone responsible for the supervision of psychiatric trainees.

does summative assessment count: Assessing Students' Written Work Catherine Haines,
2021-06-21 Assessment is one of the most powerful tools in teaching, yet it is rarely measured in
effort, time and effectiveness and is often done alone, against the clock and with minimal training.
This practical and realistic book is designed to help practitioners who wish to improve their impact
in assessing a large and diverse range of students. This second edition has been fully updated to
include the views of students and recent developments in remote assessment, plagiarism, grading
and feedback tools. The second half of the book considers the main assessment methods, with advice
addressing common challenges. It will help newer assessors to: clarify their role and make the best
use of time and technology gain confidence with assessment terms and processes give motivating
feedback and support student writing tailor their approach and learn from practitioners within their
discipline to extend their current range of solutions consider in more depth: essays, reports and
projects, practicals and fieldwork, mathematically-based learning and exams. Both newly appointed
and more experienced lecturers in further and higher education, postgraduate students, part time
staff and graduate teaching assistants will find this an invaluable guide and reference tool.

does summative assessment count: How to Grade for Learning Ken O'Connor, 2017-10-04
With more than 50,000 books sold, this resource for teachers and school teams will open
illuminating and productive new visions of how to improve grading practices.

does summative assessment count: Assessing Student Learning in Higher Education
George A Brown, Joanna Bull, Malcolm Pendlebury, 2013-10-14 There is no doubt about the
importance of assessment: it defines what students regard as important, how they spend their time
and how they come to see themselves - it is a necessary part of helping them to learn. This text
provides background research on different aspects of assessment. Its purpose is to help lecturers to
refresh their approach to the assessment of student learning. It explores the nature of conventional
assessment such as essays and projects, and also considers less widely used approaches such as self-
and peer-assessment. There are also chapters devoted to the use of IT, the role of external
examiners and the introduction of different forms of assessment. With guidelines, suggestions,
examples of practice and activities, this book will become a springboard for action, discussion and
even more active learning.

does summative assessment count: Legal Skills Emily Finch, Stefan Fafinski, 2019 'Legal
Skills' encompasses all the academic and practical legal skills vital to a law degree in one



manageable volume. It is an ideal text for the first year law student and a valuable resource for
those studying law at any level.

does summative assessment count: Best Practices for Administering Online Programs
Daniel Hillman, Robert Schudy, Anatoly Temkin, 2020-10-19 Best Practices for Administering Online
Programs is a practical volume for university teams seeking to manage effective online programs.
Defining, designing, implementing, and updating online courses is a highly collaborative effort,
particularly with limited resources and expanding student enrollment. This book unites the efforts of
program directors, supervisors, department chairs, participating faculty, instructional designers, IT
specialists, and support staff toward a common goal: affordable, accessible, and scalable online
learning. Readers will find guidelines for fostering quality, faculty skills, academic integrity, learning
objectives, course improvement, and more.

does summative assessment count: Scaling up Assessment for Learning in Higher
Education David Carless, Susan M. Bridges, Cecilia Ka Yuk Chan, Rick Glofcheski, 2016-12-29 A
critical issue in higher education is the effective implementation of assessment with the core
purpose of promoting productive student learning. This edited collection provides a state-of-the-art
discussion of recent, cutting-edge work into assessment for learning in higher education. It
introduces a new theme of scaling up, which will be welcomed by theorists, researchers, curriculum
leaders and university teachers, and showcases the work of leading figures from Australia, England,
continental Europe and Hong Kong. The work illuminates four key elements: (1) Enabling
assessment change; (2) Assessment for learning strategies and implementation; (3) Feedback for
learning; (4) Using technology to facilitate assessment for learning. Solidly research-based and
carrying important implications for enhanced practice in assessment for learning at the university
level, it is a must read for academic developers, researchers, university teachers, academic leaders
and all those interested in assessment matters.

does summative assessment count: Teaching Primary Programming with Scratch Pupil Book
Year 6 Phil Bagge, 2023-01-31 These books, classroom-tested and perfected by Phil Bagge through
his website code-it.

does summative assessment count: Rethinking Grading Cathy Vatterott, 2015-07-13
Grading systems often reward on-time task completion and penalize disorganization and bad
behavior. Despite our best intentions, grades seem to reflect student compliance more than student
learning and engagement. In the process, we inadvertently subvert the learning process. After
careful research and years of experiences with grading as a teacher and a parent, Cathy Vatterott
examines and debunks traditional practices and policies of grading in K-12 schools. She offers a new
paradigm for standards-based grading that focuses on student mastery of content and gives concrete
examples from elementary, middle, and high schools. Rethinking Grading will show all educators
how standards-based grading can authentically reflect student progress and learning—and
significantly improve both teaching and learning. Cathy Vatterott is an education professor and
researcher at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, a former middle school teacher and principal, and
a parent of a college graduate. She has learned from her workshops that grading continues to be the
most contentious part . . . conjuring up the most intense emotions and heated disagreements.
Vatterott is also the author of the book Rethinking Homework: Best Practices That Support Diverse
Needs.

does summative assessment count: Assessment Reform in Education Rita Berry, Bob
Adamson, 2011-04-07 This book discusses the recent assessment movements in the eastern and
western worlds with particular focuses on the policies, implementation, and impacts of assessment
reform on education. A new perspective of assessment sees assessment as a means to enhance
learning. This book examines the tensions, challenges and outcomes (intended and unintended) of
assessment reform arising at the interface of policy and implementation, and implementation and
student learning. The book reviews the experiences insights gained from research, and identifies the
facilitators and hindrances to effective change. It reflects current thinking of assessment and
provides the readers with ample background information of assessment development in many




countries including USA, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Australia, Singapore, Taiwan,
and Hong Kong.

does summative assessment count: Implementing Mastery Learning Thomas R. Guskey,
2022-09-28 This book will be useful in a wide range of instructional methods classes for elementary,
middle school, and high school educators. In addition, because of the detailed descriptions of the
formative assessment process, it would also be useful in classes focusing on educational
measurement and assessment--

does summative assessment count: Vocabulary at the Center Amy Benjamin, 2013-09-27
First Published in 2009. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

does summative assessment count: Legal Skills Emily|Fafinski Finch (Stefan), 2025

does summative assessment count: Acing the LLB John McGarry, 2016-02-22 Often law
students don't achieve the results they are capable of, not because of a lack of intellectual ability,
but because they haven’t fully understood what is required of them and what they could and should
do to achieve higher marks. Acing the LLB will help those students realise their full potential and
achieve the very best marks. It explains what lecturers are looking for in a top class answer and is
packed with easy-to-follow practical advice that students can use to improve their performance. The
author draws upon his own experiences as a lecturer and marker of student work as well as those of
colleagues at a range of institutions to offer sound and realistic advice. Engaging, accessible and
very readable, this is an ideal guide for anyone starting out on an LLB or for current law students
who are looking to improve their grades.

does summative assessment count: Applications and Innovations in Intelligent Systems X Ann
Macintosh, Richard Ellis, Frans Coenen, 2012-12-06 The papers in this volume are the referred
Applications papers presented at ES 2002, the Twenty-second SGES international Conference on
Knowledge Based Systems and Applied Artificial Intelligence, to be held in Cambridge during
December 2002. The Application stream is the largest annual showcase in Europe of real
applications using Al technology. Papers presented in this volume describe the application of Al to
address real-world problems, including commerce, manufacturing and defence and every major Al
technique; and highlight critical areas of success (and failure) and present the benefits and lessons
of value to other developers. This is the tenth volume in the Applications and Innovations in
Intelligent Systems series. The series serves as a key reference as to how Al technology has enabled
organisations to solve complex problems and gain significant business benefits. The Technical
Stream papers are published as a companion volume under the title Research and Development in
Intelligent Systems XIX.

does summative assessment count: Valuing Assessment in Science Education: Pedagogy,
Curriculum, Policy Deborah Corrigan, Richard Gunstone, Alister Jones, 2013-06-05 Assessment is a
fundamental issue in research in science education, in curriculum development and implementation
in science education as well as in science teaching and learning. This book takes a broad and deep
view of research involving assessment in science education, across contexts and cultures (from
whole countries to individual classrooms) and across forms and purposes (from assessment in the
service of student learning to policy implications of system wide assessment). It examines the
relationships between assessment, measurement and evaluation; explores assessment philosophies
and practices in relation to curriculum and scientific literacy/learning; and details the relationships
between assessment and science education policy. The third in a series, Valuing Assessment in
Science Education has chapters from a range of international scholars from across the globe and
staff from Monash University, King’s College London and University of Waikato. The two
previousbooks in the series examined research relevant to the re-emergence of values in science
education and teaching across the spectrum of science education as well as across cultural contexts
through the professional knowledge of science teaching. This third book now moves to examine
different aspects of generating understanding about what science is learnt, how it is learnt, and how
it is valued. Valuing Assessment in Science Education will appeal to all those with some engagement
with and/or use of research in science education, including research students, academics,



curriculum development agencies, assessment authorities, and policy makers. It will also be of
interest to all classroom science teachers who seek to keep abreast of the latest research and
development and thinking in their area of professional concern.
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