coming into the country john mcphee

Coming Into the Country John McPhee: Exploring the Wilderness Through Words

coming into the country john mcphee is more than just a phrase; it represents a journey into the
heart of Alaska’s vast and rugged wilderness, as depicted in John McPhee’s celebrated book,
*Coming Into the Country*. This work is a masterclass in nature writing and journalism, blending
vivid descriptions, insightful observations, and a deep respect for the land and its inhabitants.
Whether you're a fan of travel literature, environmental writing, or simply curious about Alaska’s
untamed expanses, McPhee’s narrative offers a compelling window into a region where human life
and nature intersect in profound ways.

Understanding the Essence of Coming Into the Country
John McPhee

John McPhee’s *Coming Into the Country* is not just a travelogue; it’s an exploration of Alaska’s
diverse landscapes, cultures, and economies. Published in 1977, the book captures a transformative
moment in Alaska’s history, as the state grappled with the implications of modernization,
conservation, and resource extraction. McPhee’s approach is immersive and nuanced, painting a
picture of a place that is both wild and inhabited, majestic and fragile.

The phrase “coming into the country” itself evokes the experience of entering a vast, often
intimidating natural world—a theme that resonates throughout McPhee’s writing. He delves into the
lives of those who choose to live close to the land, such as bush pilots, trappers, and native Alaskans,
offering readers unique perspectives on survival, identity, and stewardship.

Thematic Layers in Coming Into the Country John
McPhee

1. The Intersection of Nature and Human Endeavor

One of the most striking aspects of McPhee’s work is his ability to balance the grandeur of Alaska’s
wilderness with the gritty realities of human activity. Through his detailed storytelling, readers
witness the tension between preservation and development. The book explores how people carve out
livelihoods amid the towering mountains, dense forests, and seemingly endless tundra.

McPhee’s depiction of bush pilots, for example, highlights both the adventure and danger of
navigating Alaska’s remote regions. These pilots are essential lifelines for isolated communities,
delivering supplies and connecting residents to the outside world. Their stories underscore the
challenges of living in a place where nature’s dominance is ever-present.



2. Cultural Insights and the Role of Indigenous Communities

*Coming Into the Country* also sheds light on the rich cultural tapestry of Alaska’s native
populations. McPhee approaches these communities with respect and curiosity, weaving their
histories and contemporary experiences into the broader narrative. The book touches on traditional
subsistence lifestyles, the impact of federal policies, and the resilience of indigenous peoples in
maintaining their connection to the land.

This cultural dimension enriches the reader’s understanding of Alaska beyond its physical
environment. It emphasizes that “coming into the country” is as much about encountering diverse
human stories as it is about exploring geographic frontiers.

John McPhee’s Writing Style and Its Impact

McPhee’s distinctive prose is characterized by meticulous research combined with lyrical
descriptions that bring Alaska to life. His attention to detail and ability to synthesize complex
topics—whether geological formations or social dynamics—make *Coming Into the Country* an
enduring piece of nonfiction.

This blend of factual grounding and poetic expression invites readers to see Alaska through new
eyes. His narrative technique encourages a thoughtful engagement with the environment, prompting
reflections on conservation, natural resource management, and the meaning of wilderness.

Why McPhee’s Work Resonates Today

Decades after its publication, *Coming Into the Country* remains relevant due to ongoing
discussions about environmental stewardship and sustainable development. Alaska continues to face
challenges related to oil drilling, mining, and climate change. McPhee’s balanced portrayal
encourages readers to consider the complexities involved in managing such a unique and delicate
ecosystem.

For readers interested in environmental writing, McPhee’s work serves as a benchmark for
combining storytelling with responsible journalism. His ability to convey the spirit of a place while
addressing its challenges offers valuable lessons for writers and activists alike.

Exploring Alaska Through the Lens of Coming Into the
Country John McPhee

Planning a Trip Inspired by McPhee’s Narrative

If McPhee’s vivid depictions inspire you to explore Alaska, there are a few tips to keep in mind:



e Embrace the Remote: Much like the characters in McPhee’s book, be prepared to venture off
the beaten path. Remote villages and wilderness areas offer the most authentic experiences.

e Learn Local Histories: Engage with indigenous communities and local residents to gain
deeper insight into the region’s culture and history.

¢ Respect the Environment: Follow Leave No Trace principles to minimize your impact on
fragile ecosystems.

* Consider Seasonal Variations: Alaska’s landscape and accessibility change dramatically
with the seasons, so plan your trip accordingly.

Recommended Reading and Resources

For those captivated by *Coming Into the Country*, diving into related readings can expand your
understanding of Alaska’s natural and cultural environment:

e The Alaska Native Reader - A collection of writings by indigenous authors that provide diverse
perspectives on life in Alaska.

e Arctic Dreams by Barry Lopez - A poetic exploration of the Arctic wilderness, complementing
McPhee’s detailed reportage.

e Alaska: A History by Claus-M. Naske and Herman E. Slotnick - For historical context on the
state’s development and native populations.

The Enduring Legacy of Coming Into the Country John
McPhee

John McPhee’s *Coming Into the Country* stands as a testament to the power of immersive
nonfiction to deepen our appreciation for places we may never visit. His work challenges readers to
think critically about the relationship between humans and nature, especially in regions as wild and
awe-inspiring as Alaska.

By blending narrative journalism with environmental consciousness, McPhee has created a book that
continues to inspire adventurers, writers, and environmentalists. Whether you’'re drawn to the
rugged landscapes, the stories of the people who live there, or the broader themes of conservation,
*Coming Into the Country* offers a rich, multifaceted experience that lingers long after the last page
is turned.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John McPhee's ‘Coming into the
Country'?

'‘Coming into the Country' explores the complex relationship between humans and the Alaskan
wilderness, focusing on issues of land use, conservation, and the frontier spirit.

When was '‘Coming into the Country' by John McPhee
published?

The book was published in 1977.

What regions of Alaska does John McPhee focus on in ‘Coming
into the Country'?

McPhee focuses primarily on the wilderness areas of Alaska, including the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge and the Brooks Range.

How does John McPhee portray the people living in Alaska in
'‘Coming into the Country'?

He portrays a diverse group of Alaskans, including hunters, trappers, and native inhabitants,
highlighting their unique connection to the land.

What literary style does John McPhee use in '‘Coming into the
Country'?

McPhee uses narrative nonfiction with detailed descriptive prose and in-depth reporting to immerse
readers in the Alaskan environment.

Why is 'Coming into the Country' considered an important
work about Alaska?

It provides an insightful and nuanced exploration of Alaska's wilderness and the cultural and
environmental challenges faced during the 1970s.

Has 'Coming into the Country' influenced environmental
policy or awareness?

Yes, the book helped raise awareness about Alaskan wilderness preservation and influenced public
discourse on land management.



What distinguishes 'Coming into the Country' from other
travel or nature books?

McPhee's meticulous research combined with his storytelling creates a rich, multifaceted portrait of
Alaska that goes beyond simple travel narrative.

Are there any notable quotes from 'Coming into the Country'
that capture its essence?

One notable quote is, 'Alaska is a state of mind as well as a place,' which reflects the book's
exploration of the psychological and cultural dimensions of wilderness.

Additional Resources
Coming Into the Country John McPhee: An In-Depth Exploration of Wilderness and Writing

coming into the country john mcphee is more than just a phrase; it refers to one of the seminal
works of American nonfiction that combines wilderness exploration with literary craftsmanship. John
McPhee’s 1977 book, *Coming Into the Country*, stands as a hallmark in nature writing and
reportage, offering readers a profound insight into Alaska’s vast, untamed landscapes and the
people who inhabit them. This article undertakes an analytical review of McPhee’s work, examining
its themes, narrative style, and lasting significance within the canon of environmental literature.

Understanding *Coming Into the Country* by John
McPhee

John McPhee’s *Coming Into the Country* is a meticulously researched narrative that captures
Alaska during a period of change and tension between wilderness preservation and development.
McPhee, a pioneer in literary nonfiction, uses his trademark investigative approach to dissect the
complexities of a region often romanticized but rarely understood in depth.

The book is divided into three parts, each focusing on a distinct aspect of Alaska’s vast terrain and
social fabric: the Bush, the Interior, and the Arctic. Through these sections, McPhee introduces
readers to a diverse cast of characters, from rugged homesteaders and bush pilots to business
entrepreneurs and Native Alaskans. His portrayal is neither sentimental nor sensationalized; rather,
it is grounded in careful observation and extensive interviews, offering a balanced perspective on
the American frontier.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

One of the defining features of *Coming Into the Country* is McPhee’s narrative style. Known for
blending factual reportage with literary storytelling, McPhee crafts a narrative that is both
informative and engaging. His prose is clear and concise, yet richly descriptive, allowing readers to
visualize the harsh beauty of Alaska’s wilderness while contemplating the socio-political dynamics at



play.

McPhee’s journalistic rigor is evident in the way he presents conflicting viewpoints without bias. For
example, when discussing the contentious issue of land use, he provides space for both

conservationists advocating for preservation and developers pushing for economic exploitation. This
balanced approach enhances the book’s credibility and invites readers to form their own judgments.

Thematic Exploration in McPhee’s Work

*Coming Into the Country* delves into several core themes that resonate beyond the geographic
confines of Alaska. Understanding these themes helps contextualize the book’s enduring relevance.

The Wilderness Versus Development Dichotomy

At the heart of McPhee’s narrative is the tension between wilderness preservation and economic
development. Alaska, rich in natural resources, faces pressures from mining, oil drilling, and
infrastructure expansion. McPhee captures this conflict through detailed accounts of land disputes
and environmental controversies, highlighting the challenge of balancing ecological integrity with
human enterprise.

This theme remains significant today, as debates over resource extraction and conservation continue
globally. McPhee’s work serves as an early case study in these dilemmas, showcasing the
complexities inherent in managing vast natural landscapes.

Identity and Self-Reliance in Remote Regions

Another important aspect of *Coming Into the Country* is its exploration of the rugged individualism
and self-reliance exhibited by Alaskan residents. Whether it is the bush pilots who navigate
treacherous skies or the homesteaders carving out lives in isolation, McPhee illuminates a culture
forged by adversity and independence.

This focus on human resilience adds a personal dimension to the narrative, allowing readers to
connect emotionally with the people behind the headlines. It also challenges stereotypes about
frontier life by presenting nuanced, multi-dimensional portraits.

Impact and Legacy of *Coming Into the Country*

Since its publication, *Coming Into the Country* has been hailed as an essential work in
environmental literature and American journalism. McPhee’s book has influenced generations of
writers, environmentalists, and policymakers by demonstrating how narrative nonfiction can
illuminate complex issues.



Influence on Environmental Discourse

McPhee’s balanced treatment of Alaska’s environmental challenges contributed to a more informed
public dialogue about wilderness conservation. The book’s detailed reporting and vivid storytelling
helped raise awareness of the stakes involved in managing natural resources responsibly.

Moreover, *Coming Into the Country* has been cited in academic studies and environmental
debates, underscoring its role as a reference point for understanding the interplay between nature
and society.

Comparisons with Other Nature Writing

In the broader context of nature and travel literature, John McPhee’s work stands alongside classics
by writers such as Edward Abbey, Annie Dillard, and Barry Lopez. Unlike more lyrical or poetic
approaches, McPhee employs a journalistic lens that emphasizes precision and comprehensive
coverage.

This method has advantages and drawbacks. While some readers might find McPhee’s style less
evocative than poetic nature writing, others value its clarity and depth. The book’s enduring

readership suggests that this investigative approach resonates with audiences seeking both
knowledge and narrative immersion.

Why *Coming Into the Country* Remains Relevant

More than four decades after its release, *Coming Into the Country* continues to offer insights
pertinent to contemporary discussions about wilderness, culture, and environmental policy. The
book’s detailed examination of Alaska’s challenges mirrors global concerns regarding sustainable
development and indigenous rights.
For modern readers, the book provides:
« A historical snapshot of Alaska before the full impact of oil discoveries and modern
development.

¢ A nuanced understanding of the diverse stakeholders involved in land management.

e Inspiration for thoughtful engagement with environmental and cultural issues.

Additionally, the book’s rich descriptive passages and compelling narratives make it a valuable
resource for educators and students in environmental studies, journalism, and American history.



Accessibility and Readability

Despite its dense subject matter, McPhee’s prose remains accessible to a broad audience. His ability
to distill complex information into engaging storytelling ensures that *Coming Into the Country*
appeals not only to specialists but also to general readers interested in wilderness and American
culture.

This accessibility is crucial for a work that aims to inform public understanding and stimulate
thoughtful discussion.

Final Reflections on John McPhee’s Contribution

*Coming Into the Country* exemplifies John McPhee’s skill as a writer who bridges the gap between
rigorous journalism and literary art. The book’s investigative depth, combined with its empathetic
portrayal of people and place, invites readers to reconsider their relationship with the natural world.

By chronicling Alaska’s contested landscapes and the lives shaped by them, McPhee crafts a
narrative that is both timeless and timely. His work stands as a testament to the power of nonfiction
to engage, educate, and inspire, making *Coming Into the Country* a cornerstone in the landscape
of American environmental literature.

Coming Into The Country John Mcphee

coming into the country john mcphee: Coming into the Country John McPhee, 2011-04-01
Coming into the Country is an unforgettable account of Alaska and Alaskans. It is a rich tapestry of
vivid characters, observed landscapes, and descriptive narrative, in three principal segments that
deal, respectively, with a total wilderness, with urban Alaska, and with life in the remoteness of the
bush. Readers of McPhee's earlier books will not be unprepared for his surprising shifts of scene and
ordering of events, brilliantly combined into an organic whole. In the course of this volume we are
made acquainted with the lore and techniques of placer mining, the habits and legends of the
barren-ground grizzly, the outlook of a young Athapaskan chief, and tales of the fortitude of
settlers—ordinary people compelled by extraordinary dreams. Coming into the Country unites a vast
region of America with one of America's notable literary craftsmen, singularly qualified to do justice
to the scale and grandeur of the design.

coming into the country john mcphee: Summary of John McPhee's Coming into the Country
Everest Media,, 2022-03-26T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The river was the clearest, purest water I had ever seen flowing
over rocks. It had been forty-six degrees, and the Arctic sun did not seem to shine so much as to
strike. The water was refrigerant, and I felt relief against the temples. #2 I camped next to the
Salmon River in Alaska. The sun had been up for fourteen hours, and the river had hours to go
before it set. It was a good campsite, and the river was a fishing site. #3 The salmon in the Salmon
River have been fished out, but the grayling remain undisturbed. We fish for them, and in nine
minutes, we have five. They are seventeen, eighteen inches long. We clean them in the Kitlik, with
care that all the waste is taken by the stream. #4 The myth of Alaska is that there is a fish on every
cast, a moose behind every tree. But the fish and the moose aren’t there. People go out with high


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-166/coming-into-the-country-john-mcphee.pdf

expectations, and are disappointed.

coming into the country john mcphee: Coming Into McPhee Country Oliver Alan Weltzien,
Susan Naramore Maher, 2003 This volume examines the work of one of the most distinguished
practitioners of literary nonfiction.

coming into the country john mcphee: Ethics of Alaska Travel Writing since 1959
Benjamin Ferguson, 2025-08-28 This book digs into environmental themes in Alaska travel writing
since U.S. statehood in 1959, drawing on the works of six authors including Barry Lopez, Jonathan
Raban, Tom Lowenstein and others. Each work, though disparate in style, advocates for the
empowerment of the Alaska Native people by connecting not only with diverse perspectives but with
the lived realities in the geographical spaces that have formed them. In analyzing how these authors
have succeeded in depicting the realities of alterities, and where they have perhaps fallen short by
more recent standards, we may begin to carve out a system of ethics. This is important as fresh
waves of travel writers search for their own place in the environmental conversations surrounding
the ever-evolving, 21st century Arctic and its place on the front lines of a changing climate.

coming into the country john mcphee: The John McPhee Reader John McPhee, 2011-04-01
The John McPhee Reader, first published in 1976, is comprised of selections from the author's first
twelve books. In 1965, John McPhee published his first book, A Sense of Where You Are; a decade
later, he had published eleven others. His fertility, his precision and grace as a stylist, his wit and
uncanny brilliance in choosing subject matter, his crack storytelling skills have made him into one of
our best writers: a journalist whom L.E. Sissman ranked with Liebling and Mencken, who Geoffrey
Wolff said is bringing his work to levels that have no measurable limit, who has been called a master
craftsman so many times that it is pointless to number them.

coming into the country john mcphee: Encyclopedia of American Literature Manly, Inc.,
2013-06 Susan Clair Imbarrato, Carol Berkin, Brett Barney, Lisa Paddock, Matthew ]. Bruccoli,
George Parker Anderson, Judith S.

coming into the country john mcphee: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy Chevalier,
2012-10-12 This groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as nonfictional
prose texts of between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275 contributors
include entries on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as sermons,
aphorisms), individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market for
essays, and particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical development
of the essay, and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical sketch, nationality,
era, selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies

coming into the country john mcphee: Deep Map Country Susan Naramore Mabher,
2014-05-01 Taking its name from the subtitle of William Least Heat-Moon's PrairyErth (a deep map),
the deep-map form of nonfiction and environmental writing defines an innovative and stratigraphic
literary genre. Proposing that its roots can be found in Great Plains nonfiction writing, Susan
Naramore Maher explores the many facets of this vital form of critique, exploration, and celebration
that weaves together such elements of narrative as natural history, cultural history, geography,
memoir, and intertextuality. Maher's Deep Map Country gives readers the first book-length study of
the deep-map nonfiction of the Great Plains region, featuring writers as diverse as Julene Bair,
Sharon Butala, Loren Eiseley, Don Gayton, Linda Hasselstrom, William Least Heat-Moon, John
Janovy Jr., John McPhee, Kathleen Norris, and Wallace Stegner. Deep Map Country examines the
many layers of storytelling woven into their essays: the deep time of geology and evolutionary
biology; the cultural history of indigenous and settlement communities; the personal stories of
encounters with this expansive terrain; the political and industrial stories that have affected the
original biome and Plains economies; and the spiritual dimensions of the physical environment that
press on everyday realities.

coming into the country john mcphee: Keep It Real: Everything You Need to Know
About Researching and Writing Creative Nonfiction Lee Gutkind, 2011-02-07 The one guide
every creative nonfiction writer needs to turn to when being creative. Writers of memoir and



narrative nonfiction are experiencing difficult days with the discovery that some well-known works
in the genre contain exaggerations--or are partially fabricated. But what are the parameters of
creative nonfiction? Keep It Real begins by defining creative nonfiction. Then it explores the
flexibility of the form--the liberties and the boundaries that allow writers to be as truthful, factual,
and artful as possible. A succinct but rich compendium of ideas, terms, and techniques, Keep It Real
clarifies the ins and outs of writing creative nonfiction. Starting with acknowledgment of sources,
running through fact-checking, metaphor, and navel gazing, and responsibilities to their subjects,
this book provides all the information you need to write with verve while remaining true to your
story.

coming into the country john mcphee: Environmental Law and Contrasting Ideas of
Nature Keith H. Hirokawa, 2014-07-17 Law's ideas of nature appear in different doctrinal and
institutional settings, historical periods, and political dialogues. Nature underlies every behavior,
contract, or form of wealth, and in this broad sense influences every instance of market transaction
or governmental intervention. Recognizing that law has embedded discrete constructions of nature
helps in understanding how humans value their relationship with nature. This book offers a scholarly
examination of the manner in which nature is constructed through law, both in the 'hard' sense of
directly regulating human activities that impact nature, and in the 'soft' manner in which law's ideas
of nature influence and are influenced by behaviors, values, and priorities. Traditional accounts of
the intersection between law and nature generally focus on environmental laws that protect
wilderness. This book will build on the constructivist observation that when considered as a
culturally contingent concept, 'nature' is a self-perpetuating and self-reinforcing social creation.

coming into the country john mcphee: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Ultimate
Reading List John Charles, Shelley Mosley, 2007-07-03 Great reads for busy people. This is a guide
to help busy people find great reads in fiction and nonfiction. Filled with recommendations of
popular, entertaining reading, this book covers mystery and suspense, romance, women’s fiction and
chick lit, Westerns, science fiction, such nonfiction topics as animals, art, biography, memoirs,
business, true crime, and more. Plus, each entry includes a summary of the book, its significance,
and a critique/observation/comment.

coming into the country john mcphee: 100 More Great Books Bonnie A. Helms, 1991 A
companion title to 150 Great Books, this acclaimed sequel reviews classic and contemporary works.
Each title contains a plot summary, three evaluation tools (a 20-question quiz, 5 short-answer
questions, and a chellenge essay question), answers and suggested responses, glossary of literary
terms, and bibliographical entries. The 100 titles are grouped in seven categories: Adventure and
Survival (such as Run Silent, Run Deep, Lord of the Flies, and A Walk Across America) The Maturing
Self (such as The Stranger, Carrie, and Homecoming) History in Fiction (such as The Sun Also Rises,
Gone with the Wind, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court) Science Fiction, Fantasy, and
the Supernatural (such as The Last Unicorn, The Other, and The Martian Chronicles) Social Issues
and Moral Challenge (such as Go Tell It on the Mountain, All the President's Men, and Skindeep)
Success and Achievement (such as The Bell Jar, A Man Called Peter, and Up the Down Staircase)
Reflections of the Family (such as Roots, Cold Sassy Tree, and Giants in the Earth) Note: The
original literary works are not included.

coming into the country john mcphee: Community and the Politics of Place Daniel
Kemmis, 1990 Thomas Jefferson envisioned a nation of citizens deeply involved in public life. Today
Americans are lamenting the erosion of his ideal. What happened in the intervening centuries?
Daniel Kemmis argues that our loss of capacity for public life (which impedes our ability to resolve
crucial issues) parallels our loss of a sense of place. A renewed sense of inhabitation, he maintains
—of community rooted in place and of people dwelling in that place in a practiced way—can shape
politics into a more cooperative and more humanly satisfying enterprise, producing better people,
better communities, and better places. The author emphasizes the importance of place by analyzing
problems and possibilities of public life in a particular place— those northern states whose
settlement marked the end of the old frontier. National efforts to “keep citizens apart” by



encouraging them to develop open country and rely upon impersonal, procedural methods for public
problems have bred stalemate, frustration, and alienation. As alternatives he suggests how western
patterns of inhabitation might engender a more cooperative, face-to-face practice of public life.
Community and the Politics of Place also examines our ambivalence about the relationship between
cities and rural areas and about the role of corporations in public life. The book offers new insight
into the relationship between politics and economics and addresses the question of whether the
nation-state is an appropriate entity for the practice of either discipline. The author draws upon the
growing literature of civic republicanism for both a language and a vantage point from which to
address problems in American public life, but he criticizes that literature for its failure to consider
place. Though its focus on a single region lends concreteness to its discussions, Community and the
Politics of Place promotes a better understanding of the quality of public life today in all regions of
the United States.

coming into the country john mcphee: The Second John McPhee Reader John McPhee,
1996-02-28 This second volume of The John McPhee Reader includes material from his eleven books
published since 1975, including Coming into the Country, Looking for a Ship, The Control of Nature,
and the four books on geology gathering under the title Annals of the Former World: Basin and
Range, In Suspect Terrain, Rising from the Plains, and Assembling California.

coming into the country john mcphee: Alaska's Bears Bill Sherwonit, 2016-06-14 Alaska is
truly bear country. It is the only one of America’s fifty states to be inhabited by all three of North
America’s ursine species: black, polar bear, and brown bear (also known as grizzly). Alaska’s Bears
is a handy guidebook to the bears of Alaska, a book that slips easily into a jacket pocket or a day
pack, and that provides entertaining armchair reading when you’re not in bear country. Here in one
compact edition is a book that can help you understand Alaska’s bears and their natural histories.
Learn about their appearances, behaviors, yearly cycles, ecological niches, and relationships with
humans. Find full details on how to visit Alaska’s prime bear-viewing and get tips for traveling safely
through bear country. Complementing Bill Sherwonit’s text are photographs from longtime Alaskan
Tom Walker, a premier wildlife photographer who has spent hundreds of hours in the company of
bears.

coming into the country john mcphee: A Land Gone Lonesome Dan O'Neill, 2008-07-31 In his
square-sterned canoe, Alaskan author Dan O'Neill set off down the majestic Yukon River, beginning
at Dawson, Yukon Territory, site of the Klondike gold rush. The journey he makes to Circle City,
Alaska, is more than a voyage into northern wilderness, it is an expedition into the history of the
river and a record of the inimitable inhabitants of the region, historic and contemporary. A literary
kin of John Muir's Travels in Alaska and John McPhee's Coming into the Country, A Land Gone
Lonesome is the book on Alaska for the new century. Though he treks through a beautiful and
hostile wilderness, the heart of O'Neill's story is his exploration of the lives of a few tough souls
clinging to the old ways-even as government policies are extinguishing their way of life. More than
just colorful anachronisms, these wilderness dwellers-both men and women-are a living archive of
North American pioneer values. As O'Neill encounters these natives, he finds himself drawn into the
bare-knuckle melodrama of frontier life-and further back still into the very origins of the Yukon river
world. With the rare perspective of an insider, O'Neill here gives us an intelligent, lyrical-and
ultimately, probably the last-portrait of the river people along the upper Yukon.

coming into the country john mcphee: Princeton Alumni Weekly , 1977

coming into the country john mcphee: Alaska's Brooks Range John M. Kauffmann, 1992 A
richly drawn, in-depth profile of one of the world's last unspoiled wildernesses.

coming into the country john mcphee: Alaska's Brooks Range John Kauffmann, 1992-11-30
* Explores both geologic and human history of the region * Includes a sampling of literature inspired
by the Brooks Range * Examines past, present, and future conservation efforts in this extraordinary
place Not just the ultimate mountains for their northernmost location on the North American
continent, the Brooks Range also is one of the world's last, great, unspoiled wildernesses. A land of
environmental and cultural extremes, its impressions on those who visit or reside there is as




far-ranging as humankind's effect on the Range itself. Austere, mystical, and stunningly beautiful,
the psychic and corpreal influence of the region is inescapable. Alaska's Brooks Range: The Ultimate
Mountains looks at the many facets that make this region so provocative and so worthy of our
strongest preservation efforts. It explores the geologic origins of some of the most desolate beauty
on earth; the native inhabitants-both man and animal-whose age-old methods of survival have been
altered by the winds from the lower 48; and the human history, from the early British military
explorers to gold panners to the geographers who first mapped the Arctic wilderness. The story of
Bob Marshall traces his influence as the father of the Arctic conservation movement, and Range
Writings offers a sampling of literature inspired by the Brooks Range experience. Finally, this book
takes a hard look at past, present, and proposed conservation efforts in the Brooks Range, because
there is much more at stake than land and wildlife in this last frontier. The future of humankind is
here, where the rarity of existence in pristine country is an everyday reality, where we can learn
how best to fit in without destroying the scheme of life so exquisitely evolved on this planet. Alaska's
Brooks Range is an affectionate portrait of an untamed territory-a land that challenges the limits of
its natural inhabitants and those of human spirit and providence.

coming into the country john mcphee: Encyclopedia of the Environment in American
Literature Geoff Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2014-01-10 This encyclopedia introduces readers to
American poetry, fiction and nonfiction with a focus on the environment (broadly defined as
humanity's natural surroundings), from the discovery of America through the present. The work
includes biographical and literary entries on material from early explorers and colonists such as
Columbus, Bartolome de Las Casas and Thomas Harriot; Native American creation myths; canonical
18th- and 19th-century works of Jefferson, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman, Hawthorne, Twain,
Dickinson and others; to more recent figures such as Jack London, Ernest Hemingway, Norman
Mailer, Stanley Cavell, Rachel Carson, Jon Krakauer and Al Gore. It is meant to provide a synoptic
appreciation of how the very concept of the environment has changed over the past five centuries,
offering both a general introduction to the topic and a valuable resource for high school and
university courses focused on environmental issues.
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