
what was the white lotus society
The White Lotus Society: A Historical Exploration

what was the white lotus society is a question that many history enthusiasts and
scholars have pondered over, given its intriguing role in Chinese history and culture. The
White Lotus Society was not merely a single entity but rather a religious and political
movement that emerged over centuries, often associated with millenarian beliefs, social
unrest, and revolutionary activities. Understanding the White Lotus Society requires delving
into its origins, beliefs, socio-political impact, and legacy throughout Chinese history.

The Origins of the White Lotus Society

The roots of the White Lotus Society trace back to the late Song dynasty (960–1279) but
gained prominence during the Yuan dynasty (1271–1368). Initially, it began as a Buddhist-
inspired sect, emphasizing the teachings of Pure Land Buddhism, which focuses on
devotion to the Buddha Amitabha and the hope of rebirth in the Western Paradise. The
society’s name, "White Lotus," symbolizes purity and spiritual enlightenment, which were
central themes in their religious practice.

During times of foreign rule and political instability, such as under the Mongol-led Yuan
dynasty, the White Lotus Society became a haven for those disillusioned with the prevailing
order. It was less about organized rebellion in the beginning and more about cultivating
spiritual solace and community among followers.

The Religious Beliefs and Practices

The White Lotus Society was deeply rooted in Buddhist doctrine but incorporated elements
of Daoism and local folk beliefs, leading to a syncretic religious movement. Members
practiced meditation, chanting, and rituals aimed at achieving salvation and spiritual
awakening. The society preached the coming of the "Maitreya Buddha," a future Buddha
prophesied to bring peace and restore righteousness to the world.

This millenarian belief—that a savior would arrive to overthrow corrupt rulers and establish
a just era—resonated profoundly among peasants and oppressed groups. It created a
spiritual framework for hope and resistance, which later translated into political activism.

What Was the White Lotus Society’s Role in
Rebellions?

While the White Lotus Society started as a spiritual group, it evolved into a significant force
behind several uprisings, especially during periods of dynastic decline. Its promise of
salvation and social justice attracted many who suffered under heavy taxation, corruption,



and war.

The Red Turban Rebellion and the Fall of the Yuan
Dynasty

One of the most notable involvements of the White Lotus Society was during the Red
Turban Rebellion (1351–1368). This revolt was a large-scale uprising against the Mongol
Yuan dynasty, spearheaded by groups influenced by White Lotus teachings. Peasants,
monks, and disenfranchised soldiers rallied under the banner of White Lotus-inspired
millenarianism, seeking to restore Han Chinese rule and social order.

The rebellion contributed significantly to the collapse of the Yuan dynasty and the
establishment of the Ming dynasty (1368–1644). Although the White Lotus Society itself did
not become the ruling power, its spiritual and organizational influence was undeniable in
mobilizing the masses.

The White Lotus Rebellion (1794–1804)

Perhaps the most famous and directly named uprising linked to the society was the White
Lotus Rebellion during the Qing dynasty. This large-scale insurrection began in the
mountainous regions of central China, fueled by economic hardship, ethnic tensions, and
religious fervor.

Led by members of the White Lotus Society, the rebellion aimed to overthrow the Qing
rulers and restore the Ming dynasty, which was seen as a legitimate and more favorable
regime. The rebels used guerrilla tactics and relied heavily on the society’s religious
ideology to maintain morale and unity.

The Qing government struggled for years to suppress the uprising, which drained imperial
resources and exposed the vulnerabilities of the Qing administration. This rebellion is a
critical example of how the White Lotus Society functioned as a catalyst for social and
political change, often pushing the boundaries between religious movement and
revolutionary force.

The White Lotus Society’s Legacy and Influence

The impact of the White Lotus Society extended beyond its immediate historical episodes.
Its blend of spirituality and political activism set a precedent for future movements in China
and influenced the cultural imagination.

Religious and Cultural Impact

The White Lotus Society contributed to the persistence of millenarian and syncretic



religious traditions in China. It exemplified how religious groups could serve as vehicles for
social cohesion, especially among marginalized communities. The society’s emphasis on
salvation and cosmic justice inspired other sects and movements that appeared during
times of social upheaval.

Inspiration for Later Movements

Throughout Chinese history, many rebel groups and secret societies drew inspiration from
the White Lotus Society’s model. Its ability to combine religious fervor with anti-
establishment sentiment made it a prototype for resistance movements during the Qing
dynasty and even into the early 20th century.

The society’s legacy also permeates Chinese literature and folklore, where it is often
depicted as a symbol of hope, resilience, or sometimes as a secretive and subversive
organization, depending on the context.

Understanding the White Lotus Society Today

When exploring what was the White Lotus Society, it is essential to recognize that it was
not a monolithic or static organization but a fluid network of beliefs and actions shaped by
historical circumstances. Modern scholars view the society as a fascinating example of how
religion and politics intertwine, especially in times of crisis.

For those interested in Chinese history, the White Lotus Society offers insights into the
complex relationship between faith, power, and rebellion. It also reminds us how spiritual
movements can influence broader societal transformations, a phenomenon seen not only in
China but across the world.

In sum, the White Lotus Society stands as a testament to the enduring human desire for
justice, peace, and spiritual fulfillment, expressed through a unique blend of religious
devotion and revolutionary zeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the White Lotus Society?
The White Lotus Society was a secret religious and political movement in China that
originated during the late Song dynasty and became prominent during the Yuan and Ming
dynasties. It combined Buddhist and millenarian beliefs and often led uprisings against
ruling dynasties.

When did the White Lotus Society first emerge?
The White Lotus Society first emerged during the late Song dynasty, around the 12th



century, and became more influential during the Yuan dynasty in the 13th and 14th
centuries.

What were the main beliefs of the White Lotus Society?
The White Lotus Society combined elements of Mahayana Buddhism, including the worship
of the Buddha Amitabha, with millenarian beliefs that anticipated the coming of a future
Buddha or messianic figure who would bring peace and justice.

What role did the White Lotus Society play in Chinese
history?
The White Lotus Society played a significant role in Chinese history by inspiring several
popular uprisings and rebellions against ruling dynasties, including the Red Turban
Rebellion against the Yuan dynasty and the White Lotus Rebellion during the Qing dynasty.

Why was the White Lotus Society considered a threat
by Chinese authorities?
Chinese authorities considered the White Lotus Society a threat because it was a secretive
organization that mobilized peasants and common people to rebel against the government,
challenging the legitimacy and stability of ruling dynasties.

How did the White Lotus Society influence later
movements in China?
The White Lotus Society influenced later secret societies and revolutionary movements in
China by providing a model of religiously inspired social and political activism that sought to
overthrow corrupt or foreign rulers.

Is the White Lotus Society connected to the modern
cultural references like the TV show 'The White Lotus'?
No, the White Lotus Society as a historical secret religious and political movement in China
is unrelated to the modern TV show 'The White Lotus,' which is a contemporary American
series with a different context and storyline.

Additional Resources
**Unveiling the White Lotus Society: Origins, Influence, and Legacy**

What was the White Lotus Society is a question that has intrigued historians, scholars,
and enthusiasts of Chinese history alike. This enigmatic organization, cloaked in mystery
and myth, played a significant role in various socio-political upheavals throughout Chinese
history. Far more than a mere religious or secret society, the White Lotus emerged as a
complex movement blending spiritual beliefs, revolutionary fervor, and social dissent. To



fully comprehend its historical significance, one must delve into its origins, ideological
foundations, and the impact it had on Chinese society over centuries.

Origins and Historical Context of the White Lotus
Society

The White Lotus Society originated during the late Song dynasty (960–1279 AD), a period
marked by political fragmentation and social unrest. Initially, it began as a religious
movement grounded in Buddhist teachings, especially focusing on the veneration of the
Buddha and the worship of the “White Lotus” symbolizing purity and enlightenment. The
society was reportedly founded by a group of lay Buddhists who sought spiritual salvation
and societal reform.

However, the White Lotus Society’s religious functions soon intertwined with political
aspirations. It became a haven for disenfranchised peasants and intellectuals dissatisfied
with the ruling dynasties. The society’s promise of an egalitarian utopia, combined with
millenarian beliefs predicting the arrival of the Maitreya Buddha who would bring justice
and peace, deeply resonated with the oppressed classes.

Religious and Philosophical Underpinnings

The White Lotus ideology was heavily influenced by Mahayana Buddhism, particularly its
eschatological aspects. Members believed in the imminent arrival of Maitreya, the future
Buddha destined to restore righteousness. This belief catalyzed hope among the
marginalized, fostering a sense of purpose beyond mere worldly suffering.

Moreover, the society incorporated elements from Taoism and folk religions, creating a
syncretic spiritual framework. Rituals often involved chanting, meditation, and secret
ceremonies, which helped solidify group identity and loyalty. This spiritual foundation was
crucial in sustaining the society’s cohesion during periods of intense persecution.

The White Lotus Society as a Socio-Political
Movement

While initially spiritual, the White Lotus Society gradually assumed a more overtly political
character. This transition was fueled by widespread dissatisfaction with imperial rule,
corruption, heavy taxation, and social inequality. Throughout Chinese history, the society
became synonymous with rebellion and resistance.

Rebellions and Insurrections



The White Lotus Society is perhaps best known for its association with notable uprisings.
The most significant among these was the White Lotus Rebellion (1794–1804) during the
Qing dynasty. This widespread insurgency mobilized peasants across several provinces,
challenging the Qing government’s authority and exposing systemic weaknesses.

The rebellion was marked by guerrilla tactics, secret organization, and appeals to religious
and nationalist sentiment. Although it was eventually suppressed, the White Lotus Rebellion
severely strained the Qing administration, highlighting the potent mix of faith and politics
within the society.

Earlier, during the Yuan dynasty (1271–1368), the White Lotus was implicated in
movements that contributed to the fall of Mongol rule. These uprisings leveraged religious
symbolism to unite disparate groups against foreign domination and social injustice.

Organizational Structure and Secrecy

The White Lotus Society operated as a clandestine network, employing secrecy to evade
imperial crackdowns. Its members were organized into cells with strict hierarchies,
facilitating coordinated action while minimizing the risk of infiltration.

This secretive nature contributed to many myths and rumors around the society.
Authorities often portrayed the White Lotus as a dangerous cult, using this characterization
to justify harsh repression. Conversely, members viewed their secrecy as a necessary
safeguard against tyranny.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The White Lotus Society’s influence extends beyond its immediate historical episodes. It left
an indelible mark on Chinese culture, politics, and religious movements.

Influence on Later Movements

The society’s model of combining religious zeal with political activism inspired numerous
later groups. For instance, the Taiping Rebellion (1850–1864), one of the deadliest conflicts
in history, drew upon similar millenarian and egalitarian ideologies. The Taiping leaders
explicitly referenced White Lotus principles, demonstrating the society’s enduring legacy.

Moreover, the White Lotus phenomenon highlighted the potential for grassroots movements
to challenge imperial authority, influencing revolutionary thought in modern China.

Representation in Literature and Popular Media

The mystique surrounding the White Lotus has permeated Chinese literature, folklore, and



even contemporary media. It often appears as a symbol of resistance against oppression or
as a mysterious cult with hidden knowledge.

Modern portrayals vary from historical dramas to speculative fiction, reflecting the society’s
complex nature. Such depictions contribute to public fascination, ensuring that inquiries
into “what was the White Lotus Society” remain relevant.

Analyzing the White Lotus Society Through a
Modern Lens

Understanding the White Lotus Society requires balancing myth and fact. While its spiritual
teachings were genuine, the society’s role as a revolutionary force complicates simplistic
interpretations.

Pros and Cons of the White Lotus Movement

Pros: The society provided hope and solidarity to marginalized populations, fostering
a sense of community and purpose. Its religious framework encouraged ethical
conduct and spiritual growth.

Cons: The secretive and militant aspects often led to violent conflict and social
instability. Rebellions associated with the society resulted in significant loss of life and
suffering for civilians.

Comparative Perspective

Comparing the White Lotus Society to other secret or religiously motivated movements
worldwide reveals common patterns: the fusion of spirituality with political dissent, the use
of eschatology to inspire action, and the reliance on secrecy for survival. Similarities can be
found in groups like the European Cathars or various millenarian movements in the
Americas.

Such comparisons underscore the White Lotus’s place within a broader historical context of
resistance movements rooted in faith.

The question "what was the White Lotus Society" opens a window into the complexities of
Chinese history where religion, politics, and social aspirations intersected. Through its
evolving identity as a spiritual group and revolutionary force, the White Lotus Society
encapsulates the enduring human quest for justice and meaning amid adversity. Its story
continues to invite exploration and reflection on the power of belief to shape societies.



What Was The White Lotus Society

  what was the white lotus society: The White Lotus Society Ji Zhang, 2020-05 Handscroll;
Ink on paper; 755cm(width)*22cm(height) The painting recounts the story of Master Huiyuan of the
Eastern Jin Dynasty establishing the White Lotus Society in the Donglin Temple at Mount Lu. The
White Lotus Society was a social organization that originated from the doctrines of ancient Chinese
religion. The teachings of the Society included paying respect to the Buddha, chanting scriptures,
and pursuing the afterlife in the Buddhist Pure Land in the west. Because the white lotus serves as a
symbol of the Buddhist Nirvana, and there is a lotus pond at the Donglin Temple, the society was
named for the white lotus growing there. In painting the figures, Zhang adopted the classical line
drawing style, which produced lively images. In painting the rocks, he first outlined the basic
composition with ink then applied texture strokes, reflecting a perfect balance between dark and
light and presenting the depth of the gorge, the serenity of the path, and the steepness of the rocks.
In painting the trees, he used thick brushes for the trunks and thin brushes for the branches and
leaves, in a style known as falcon talons. By applying such techniques, the trees are rendered
vigorous yet graceful.
  what was the white lotus society: The White Lotus Society and the White Lotus Teachings
Barend J. ter Haar, 1990
  what was the white lotus society: Triad Societies Kingsley Bolton, Christopher Hutton, 2000
This set comprises a comprehensive selection of colonial Western scholarly texts on Chinese secret
societies from the early nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century. It includes a selection of
important papers on Chinese secret societies by a variety of scholars, missionaries, and colonial
officials.
  what was the white lotus society: Inside Secret Societies Neil Turitz, Barak Zimmerman,
2021-11-02 For centuries, humans have had a fascination with secret societies. Some societies that
are hundreds of years old - like the Illuminati and the Freemasons - are still relevant today. Or, at
least, they are thought to be. But why? After all this time, why do people still care about things like
that? Whatever it is, Inside Secret Societies gets to the bottom of it. We're taking the oath to reveal
some of the more secretive of the secret societies, as well as some of the less secretive ones. Packed
with plenty of minutiae and little known facts, this will be popular addition to those into manifestos.
  what was the white lotus society: Triad Societies: The Hung-Society, or the Society of Heaven
and Earth Kingsley Bolton, Christopher Hutton, 2000 This set comprises a comprehensive selection
of colonial Western scholarly texts on Chinese secret societies from the early nineteenth century to
the mid-twentieth century. It includes a selection of important papers on Chinese secret societies by
a variety of scholars, missionaries, and colonial officials.
  what was the white lotus society: The Hung Society Or the Society of Heaven and Earth
John Sebastian Marlow Ward, William George Stirling, 1926
  what was the white lotus society: The Triad Society William Stanton, 1900
  what was the white lotus society: The Red Spears, 1916–1949 Hsuan-chi Tai, Hsuan-chih Tai,
2020-08-06 Before Tai Hsüan-chih’s work on the Red Spear Society, the subject was a little
understood movement that seemed of only passing interest to scholars of China—intriguing for its
peculiar beliefs and rituals, perhaps, but hardly of central importance to modern Chinese history.
Today, however, thanks in no small measure to the pioneering work of Professor Tai, the Red Spears
have gained a secure niche in scholarship on modern China. Their numbers (reaching perhaps some
three million participants at the height of the movement) and enduring (lasting intermittently for
several decades) should stand as reason enough for the recent scholarly attention. But the Red
Spears have generated interest for other reasons as well. As research has developed into the history
both of China’s traditional rural rebellions and of her Communist revolution has developed over the
past few years, the Red Spears have assumed increasing significance. A movement which bore
marked similarities to earlier Chinese uprisings (most notably the Boxers), the Red Spears

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/what-was-the-white-lotus-society.pdf


nevertheless operated in a later period of history (right through the middle of the twentieth century)
which brought them in direct contact with Communist revolutionaries. An analysis of the Red Spears
thus becomes important both for what it can tell us about longstanding patterns of rural rebellion in
China, and for what it suggests about the nature of Chinese revolution.
  what was the white lotus society: The White Lotus Teachings in Chinese Religious History
Barend ter Haar, 2021-09-13 This book provides a new hypothesis for understanding the real nature
of the term White Lotus Teachings. The author argues that there are actually two different
phenomena covered by similar terms: from c. 1130 until 1400, a real lay Buddhist movement existed,
which can be called the White Lotus movement. It enjoyed the respect of contemporary literati and
religious elites. The movement used the autonym White Lotus Society, which came to be prohibited
in the early Ming and was discarded as a result. After 1525, the name reappeared in the form White
Lotus Teachings, but now only as a derogatory label, used by officials and literati rather than by
believers themselves. As a result of this hypothesis, the history of the White Lotus Teachings
changes from one of religious groups and magicians into one of elite ideology and religious
persecution. The book is therefore important both for historians and anthropologists of Chinese
religion and society, and for comparative historians interested in the ideological and social
construction of heterodoxy.
  what was the white lotus society: Triad Societies: pt. 1. Freemasonry in China Kingsley
Bolton, Christopher Hutton, 2000 This set comprises a comprehensive selection of colonial Western
scholarly texts on Chinese secret societies from the early nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth
century. It includes a selection of important papers on Chinese secret societies by a variety of
scholars, missionaries, and colonial officials.
  what was the white lotus society: China Cho-yun Hsu, 2012-06-19 An internationally
recognized authority on Chinese history and a leading innovator in its telling, Cho-yun Hsu
constructs an original portrait of Chinese culture. Unlike most historians, Hsu resists centering his
narrative on China's political evolution, focusing instead on the country's cultural sphere and its
encounters with successive waves of globalization. Beginning long before China's written history and
extending through the twentieth century, Hsu follows the content and expansion of Chinese culture,
describing the daily lives of commoners, their spiritual beliefs and practices, the changing character
of their social and popular thought, and their advances in material culture and technology. In
addition to listing the achievements of emperors, generals, ministers, and sages, Hsu builds detailed
accounts of these events and their everyday implications. Dynastic change, the rise and fall of
national ambitions, and the growth and decline of institutional systems take on new significance
through Hsu's careful research, which captures the multiple strands that gave rise to China's
pluralistic society. Paying particular attention to influential relationships occurring outside of
Chinese cultural boundaries, he demonstrates the impact of foreign influences on Chinese culture
and identity and identifies similarities between China's cultural developments and those of other
nations.
  what was the white lotus society: Chinese Perspectives on the Nien Rebellion Elizabeth J.
Perry, 2017-07-28 This title was first published in 1981. The study of peasant rebellion constitutes a
major research field among contemporary Chinese historians. This book brings together translated
excerpts of primary and secondary materials dealing with one of the largest rebellions in Chinese
history: the Nien Rebellion of 1851-1868. The selections have been made with two main purposes in
mind. First, they have been chosen with an eye toward introducing some new types of source
materials for the study of Chinese peasant rebellion. Original field research conducted by Chinese
scholars in the late 1950s uncovered important information not contained in official documentary
collections. Second, the selections offer a sample of the nature of historiographical debate within
Chinese academic circles. It is hoped that the selections will prove of interest not only to students of
the Nien, but also to others curious about the lines of scholarly controversy within the People's
Republic of China.
  what was the white lotus society: Painting Faith An-yi Pan, 2007-08-31 Despite Li Gonglin’s



(ca. 1049-1106) deep faith in Buddhism and the large number of recorded and extant Buddhist
paintings associated with or ascribed to this great painter, twentieth century scholarship on Li
Gonglin has focused primarily on his literatus identity and Confucian art oeuvres. This book departs
from this traditional view to establish Li Gonglin’s importance in Chinese Buddhist art history
through both the local Longmian Chan and the larger Northern Song religious contexts. It offers a
fresh understanding of the impact the intermingling of Tiantai, Pure Land, Huayan and Chan
philosophies and practices had on Li Gonglin’s faith and art. Painting Buddhist subjects to Li Gonglin
was an expression of faith.
  what was the white lotus society: The Great Encounter of China and the West,
1500–1800 D. E. Mungello, 2013 For the Chinese, the drive toward growing political and economic
power is part of an ongoing effort to restore China's past greatness and remove the lingering
memories of history's humiliations. This widely praised book explores the 1500–1800 period before
China's decline, when the country was viewed as a leading world culture and power. Europe, by
contrast, was in the early stages of emerging from provincial to international status while the United
States was still an uncharted wilderness. D. E. Mungello argues that this earlier era, ironically, may
contain more relevance for today than the more recent past. This fully revised fourth edition retains
the clear and concise quality of its predecessors, while drawing on a wealth of new research on
Sino-Western history and the increasing contributions of Chinese historians. Building on the author's
decades of research and teaching, this compelling book illustrates the vital importance of history to
readers trying to understand China’s renewed rise.
  what was the white lotus society: Triad Societies: Triad societies in Hong Kong Kingsley
Bolton, Christopher Hutton, 2000 This set comprises a comprehensive selection of colonial Western
scholarly texts on Chinese secret societies from the early nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth
century. It includes a selection of important papers on Chinese secret societies by a variety of
scholars, missionaries, and colonial officials.
  what was the white lotus society: The Sacred Embers Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-12 In
the tumultuous years of China's late Qing dynasty, a group of reformers dared to challenge the old
order and dream of a new future. This book tells the story of their audacious attempt to transform
China into a modern nation. The Hundred Days' Reforms of 1898 were a brief but ambitious effort to
modernize China's political, economic, and social systems. Led by Emperor Guangxu and a group of
forward-thinking officials, the reformers sought to adopt Western ideas and technologies in order to
strengthen China and protect it from foreign aggression. But the reformers faced fierce opposition
from conservative forces within the Qing court, who saw their reforms as a threat to their power and
privilege. After just 103 days, the Empress Dowager Cixi launched a coup and put an end to the
reforms. The reformers were arrested, exiled, or executed, and China was plunged back into turmoil.
Despite their failure, the Hundred Days' Reforms had a profound impact on China's history. They
helped to spark a new wave of nationalism and led to the eventual overthrow of the Qing dynasty.
The reformers' ideas continued to inspire future generations of Chinese leaders, and their legacy can
still be seen in China today. This book is a comprehensive and engaging account of the Hundred
Days' Reforms. Based on extensive research, it provides a vivid portrait of the reformers, their goals,
and the challenges they faced. It also explores the aftermath of the reforms, including the Boxer
Rebellion, the fall of the Qing dynasty, and the rise of the Republic of China. If you are interested in
Chinese history, politics, or culture, this book is a must-read. It is a fascinating and
thought-provoking account of a critical period in China's development. If you like this book, write a
review!
  what was the white lotus society: Popular Religious Movements and Heterodox Sects in
Chinese History Hubert Michael Seiwert, 2003-01-01 Annotation In rough chronological order from
antiquity to the 19th century, Seiwert (comparative religion, Leipzig U.) identifies and describes
religious communities and movements outside the official religion. For the period before the Ming
dynasty, he looks at prophecies and messianism in Han Confucianism, popular sects and the early
Daoist tradition, heterodox movements in medieval Buddhism, and popular sectarianism during the



Song and Yuan dynasties. He devotes the second half of the book to the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Ma Xisha (world religions, Chinese Academy for the Social Sciences) collaborated on the work.
Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  what was the white lotus society: Hidden Religion Micah Issitt, Carlyn Main, 2014-09-16
Covering secret societies, mysterious ancient traditions, and the often-mistaken history of the
world's religious symbols, this book takes readers on a tour through the fascinating world of
religious symbolism and reveals the most mysterious and misunderstood facets of religion. Hidden
Religion: The Greatest Mysteries and Symbols of the World's Religious Beliefs not only explores the
history and origins of widely recognizable symbols, like the Christian cross and the Star of David,
but also introduces readers to more obscure symbols from religious traditions around the
world—even defunct ones like those of the ancient Aztec and Mayan societies. In addition, the book
discusses the religious secrets found in the major religions, including secret societies of Christianity,
Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism. Containing more than 170 entries, the encyclopedia is organized by
religious category, such as Abrahamic, East Asian, and African Diasporic religions, then
alphabetically within each category. Each entry is prefaced with a short introduction that explains
where and when the religious tradition originated and describes the religion today. This information
is followed by an analysis of the historical development and use of symbols along with an explanation
of connections between symbols used by different religions, such as shared astrological symbolism
in the form of moon, sun, or star motifs.
  what was the white lotus society: GLOSSARY OF BUDDHISM Various Authors, 2024-05-01
This is a revised and expanded edition of The Seeker’s Glossary of Buddhism, which first appeared a
year ago. The text is a compendium of excerpts and quotations from some 350 works by monks,
nuns, professors, scholars and other laypersons from nine different countries, in their own words or
in translation. The editors have merely organized the material, adding a few connecting thoughts of
their own for ease in reading.
  what was the white lotus society: Introduction to The White Lotus Gilad James, PhD,
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