
what language do the native americans
speak
**What Language Do the Native Americans Speak? Exploring the Rich Linguistic
Heritage of Indigenous Peoples**

what language do the native americans speak is a question that often sparks
curiosity and reveals the incredible diversity of indigenous cultures across
the Americas. Unlike the common misconception that Native Americans all speak
a single language, the reality is much more intricate and fascinating. These
communities have spoken hundreds of different languages for thousands of
years, each with its own unique structure, sounds, and history. Understanding
the linguistic landscape of Native American peoples opens a window into their
rich cultural heritage and the challenges they face today in preserving their
languages.

The Diversity of Native American Languages

One of the most remarkable aspects of Native American languages is their
sheer number and diversity. Before European colonization, it is estimated
that over 300 distinct languages were spoken across North and South America.
These languages often belong to different language families, which means they
are not just dialects of one another but completely unrelated in structure
and vocabulary.

Language Families and Examples

Native American languages can be grouped into various language families, some
of which include:

Algic Family: Including languages like Ojibwe and Cree, spoken in parts
of Canada and the northern United States.

Siouan Family: Languages such as Dakota and Lakota, prevalent in the
Great Plains region.

Iroquoian Family: Including Mohawk, Seneca, and Cherokee, primarily in
the Northeastern United States.

Athabaskan Family: Encompassing languages like Navajo and Apache, mostly
in the Southwestern United States and Alaska.

Uto-Aztecan Family: Covering languages like Hopi and Nahuatl, spoken in



the southwestern U.S. and Mexico.

Each of these families contains multiple languages and dialects, many of
which have distinct grammar and pronunciation, making the linguistic heritage
of Native Americans incredibly complex.

Historical Impact on Native American Languages

The question of what language do the native americans speak cannot be fully
answered without acknowledging the impact of European colonization. The
arrival of Spanish, English, French, and other European settlers dramatically
altered the linguistic landscape of the Americas.

Language Suppression and Decline

In many cases, Native American languages faced suppression through policies
aimed at assimilation. Boarding schools, for instance, prohibited children
from speaking their native tongues, forcing them to adopt English or Spanish.
This led to a steep decline in the number of fluent speakers over
generations.

Survival and Resilience

Despite these challenges, many Native American languages have survived and
continue to be spoken today. Efforts to revive and maintain these languages
have gained momentum in recent decades, highlighting their cultural
importance and the deep connection between language and identity.

Modern-Day Native American Languages

Today, there is no single language that all Native Americans speak. Instead,
many communities continue to use their ancestral languages alongside English,
Spanish, or French, depending on their region.

Languages with the Most Speakers

Some Native American languages remain vibrant with thousands of speakers:



Navajo: The most widely spoken Native American language in the U.S.,
with an estimated 170,000 speakers.

Cherokee: Spoken by several thousand people, primarily in Oklahoma and
North Carolina.

Ojibwe and Cree: Both have tens of thousands of speakers across Canada
and the northern U.S.

Other languages are critically endangered, with only a handful of fluent
speakers left. These languages face the risk of extinction unless
revitalization efforts succeed.

Language Revitalization Efforts

Across the Americas, indigenous communities, linguists, and educators are
working to breathe new life into Native American languages. Some of the
strategies include:

Language Immersion Schools: Schools where children learn primarily in1.
their native language to foster fluency from an early age.

Documentation and Recording: Creating dictionaries, grammars, and audio2.
recordings to preserve languages for future generations.

Technology and Media: Using apps, websites, and social media platforms3.
to make language learning accessible and engaging.

Community Programs: Workshops, cultural events, and intergenerational4.
language sharing to encourage everyday use.

These initiatives are vital in ensuring that Native American languages
continue to thrive and are passed down.

Why Language Matters to Native American
Identity

Language is more than just a communication tool for Native Americans; it
embodies their worldview, traditions, and history. Each language carries
unique stories, ceremonies, and knowledge about the natural world.



Cultural Significance

Many Native American languages have words and expressions that do not
translate easily into English or other dominant languages. These linguistic
nuances reflect cultural values and ways of understanding life that are
integral to the identity of these communities.

Connection to Land and Heritage

Languages often encode detailed environmental knowledge, including names of
plants, animals, and natural phenomena. Preserving these languages helps
maintain a connection to ancestral lands and traditional ways of living.

How to Learn More About Native American
Languages

If you’re curious about what language do the native americans speak, there
are many ways to deepen your understanding:

Visit Museums and Cultural Centers: Many institutions offer exhibits and
resources on indigenous languages and cultures.

Read Books and Research Papers: Scholars have documented many Native
American languages and their histories.

Support Language Programs: Many tribes welcome support for their
language revitalization projects.

Engage with Native Speakers: Learning directly from community members
provides invaluable insight.

Engaging with Native American languages is not only educational but also a
way to honor and respect the rich diversity of indigenous peoples.

---

Exploring what language do the native americans speak reveals a tapestry of
linguistic traditions that have shaped the Americas for millennia. While many
of these languages face challenges, their resilience and the growing movement
to revive them highlight the enduring spirit of Native American communities.
Understanding and appreciating this linguistic diversity enriches our
collective knowledge and fosters greater respect for indigenous cultures.



Frequently Asked Questions

What languages did Native Americans traditionally
speak?
Native Americans traditionally spoke a wide variety of languages belonging to
numerous language families, including Algonquian, Siouan, Iroquoian,
Athabaskan, Uto-Aztecan, and many others, reflecting the diverse cultures and
regions across the Americas.

Are Native American languages still spoken today?
Yes, many Native American languages are still spoken today, although some are
endangered. Efforts are ongoing to revitalize these languages through
education programs, language classes, and cultural initiatives.

Do Native Americans speak English or Spanish instead
of their native languages?
Many Native Americans speak English, Spanish, or other colonial languages as
their primary language today due to historical colonization and assimilation
policies. However, there is a growing movement to preserve and revive
indigenous languages alongside these dominant languages.

How many Native American languages are there
currently?
There are approximately 150 to 175 distinct Native American languages
currently spoken in the United States alone, with many more across North,
Central, and South America. The exact number varies depending on
classification and language vitality.

What efforts are being made to preserve Native
American languages?
Efforts to preserve Native American languages include community language
revitalization programs, immersion schools, documentation projects, digital
resources, and inclusion of indigenous languages in school curricula to
promote their use among younger generations.

Additional Resources
**What Language Do the Native Americans Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of
Indigenous Languages**

what language do the native americans speak is a question that often prompts



curiosity and reveals a complex linguistic landscape shaped by thousands of
years of history, migration, and cultural diversity. Native American
languages are not a monolithic entity but a rich tapestry of distinct
tongues, dialects, and language families that vary significantly across
different tribes and regions in North, Central, and South America.
Understanding this linguistic diversity offers valuable insight into the
cultural heritage and ongoing efforts to preserve and revitalize these
languages in the modern era.

The Diversity of Native American Languages

The Native American peoples historically spoke hundreds of languages before
European colonization. These languages fall into numerous language families,
some of which are entirely unique to the Americas. The linguistic diversity
among Native Americans is one of the highest in the world, reflecting the
varied environments and cultures that evolved independently over millennia.

Major Language Families and Their Geographic
Distribution

To answer what language do the native americans speak accurately, it is
essential to recognize the primary language families that encompass the
indigenous languages of the Americas. Some of the most prominent include:

Algic Languages: Including Algonquian languages such as Cree, Ojibwe,
and Blackfoot, predominantly found in the northeastern and central
regions of North America.

Iroquoian Languages: Spoken by tribes like the Mohawk and Cherokee,
primarily in the northeastern United States and southeastern Canada.

Siouan Languages: Found mainly in the Great Plains area, including
languages such as Dakota, Lakota, and Crow.

Athabaskan Languages: A large family with languages spoken in Alaska,
western Canada, and the southwestern United States, including Navajo and
Apache.

Uto-Aztecan Languages: Spanning from the western United States down into
Mexico, including languages like Hopi, Shoshone, and Nahuatl.

Mayann Languages: Mainly spoken in Central America, particularly in the
Yucatán Peninsula, including Yucatec Maya and K'iche'.



This classification only scratches the surface, as many indigenous languages
fall outside these families or remain unclassified, reflecting the complexity
inherent in indigenous linguistic heritage.

Language Extinction and Preservation Challenges

Unfortunately, the history of colonization, forced assimilation, and cultural
suppression has severely impacted Native American languages. Many languages
have become endangered or extinct, with some estimates suggesting that over
90% of indigenous languages in the Americas are at risk of disappearing. This
decline is due to factors such as:

Historical policies like boarding schools that prohibited native
language use.

Urbanization and integration into dominant linguistic cultures.

Lack of formal support for language education and transmission.

Despite these challenges, numerous tribes and organizations are actively
engaged in language revitalization efforts. Initiatives include creating
language immersion programs, developing educational materials, and employing
technology to document and teach indigenous languages.

The Role of Native American Languages Today

In contemporary society, the question of what language do the native
americans speak is intertwined with identity, culture, and political rights.
Many Native American communities view their languages as core components of
cultural preservation and sovereignty.

Language as a Cultural Pillar

Language is not merely a communication tool but a vessel carrying traditions,
histories, and worldviews unique to each tribe. For example, the Navajo
language (Diné Bizaad) played a critical role during World War II when Navajo
Code Talkers used their language to create an unbreakable code. This
historical example underscores the depth and resilience embedded in Native
American languages.



Government Recognition and Support

Governments in the United States, Canada, and Mexico have begun recognizing
the importance of Native American languages. The Native American Languages
Act of 1990 in the U.S., for instance, promotes the preservation and use of
indigenous languages. Similarly, Canada has implemented the Indigenous
Languages Act to support language revitalization.

However, the level of support varies widely, and many languages still lack
sufficient resources for full recovery. The digital age offers new
opportunities, with apps, online dictionaries, and social media serving as
platforms for language learning and cultural exchange.

Understanding Commonly Spoken Native American
Languages

Although there are hundreds of indigenous languages, some are more widely
spoken or better known than others. Exploring these languages helps
contextualize the broader linguistic landscape.

Navajo (Diné Bizaad)

Navajo is one of the most spoken Native American languages today, with
approximately 170,000 speakers. It belongs to the Athabaskan language family
and is used predominantly in the southwestern United States, especially in
Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. The language features complex grammar and a
rich set of verbs, making it both challenging and fascinating for learners.

Cherokee (Tsalagi)

Cherokee is part of the Iroquoian family and has experienced significant
revitalization efforts. The Cherokee Nation runs immersion schools and uses a
syllabary developed by Sequoyah in the 19th century, which remains a critical
tool for literacy and cultural identity.

Ojibwe (Anishinaabemowin)

Ojibwe belongs to the Algonquian language family and is spoken in parts of
the northern United States and southern Canada. It remains a vital language
for numerous communities and features various dialects that reflect its broad
geographic spread.



What Language Do the Native Americans Speak: A
Complex Answer

Ultimately, answering what language do the native americans speak requires
acknowledging that there is no single answer. The indigenous linguistic
landscape is profoundly diverse, with languages that are as varied as the
peoples who speak them. Each language carries its unique grammar, vocabulary,
and phonetic systems, shaped by distinct cultures and histories.

While many Native American languages face the threat of extinction, ongoing
efforts in education, policy, and technology provide hope for their survival.
The revitalization of these languages is not only a linguistic endeavor but a
cultural renaissance that strengthens indigenous identity and heritage.

As we continue to explore and support Native American languages, we gain a
richer understanding of the human experience and the profound connection
between language and culture that defines the indigenous peoples of the
Americas.

What Language Do The Native Americans Speak

  what language do the native americans speak: Handbook of Heritage, Community, and
Native American Languages in the United States Terrence G. Wiley, Joy Kreeft Peyton, Donna
Christian, Sarah Catherine K. Moore, Na Liu, 2014-01-03 Co-published by the Center for Applied
Linguistics Timely and comprehensive, this state-of-the-art overview of major issues related to
heritage, community, and Native American languages in the United States, based on the work of
noted authorities, draws from a variety of perspectives—the speakers; use of the languages in the
home, community, and wider society; patterns of acquisition, retention, loss, and revitalization of the
languages; and specific education efforts devoted to developing stronger connections with and
proficiency in them. Contributions on language use, programs and instruction, and policy focus on
issues that are applicable to many heritage language contexts. Offering a foundational perspective
for serious students of heritage, community, and Native American languages as they are learned in
the classroom, transmitted across generations in families, and used in communities, the volume
provides background on the history and current status of many languages in the linguistic mosaic of
U.S. society and stresses the importance of drawing on these languages as societal, community, and
individual resources, while also noting their strategic importance within the context of globalization.
  what language do the native americans speak: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Native
American History Walter Fleming, 2003-04-01 This book is a comprehensive overview of the
history and culture of the peoples who are now known as the First Americans. Author Walter C.
Fleming covers the many different tribes that stretched from the Atlantic to the Pacific, including
compelling biographies of their greatest leaders. He examines the beliefs, customs, legends and the
myriad contributions Native Americans have given to modern society, and details the often tragic
history of their conquest by European invaders, their treatment—both historical and recent—under
the US government, and the harsh reality of life on today's reservations.
  what language do the native americans speak: Native American Languages Act
Amendments United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs (1993- ), 2000

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/what-language-do-the-native-americans-speak.pdf


  what language do the native americans speak: The Native American Almanac: A Portrait
of Native America Today Arlene B. Hirschfelder, Martha Kreipe de Montaño, 2008-04-21 ...an
excellent overview of past and present Native American life. —Library Journal Best research tool.
—Lingua Franca Wide-ranging, authoritative, and timely, here is an illuminating portrait of
America's Native peoples, combining information about their history and traditions with insight into
the topics that most affect their lives today. From the upheaval of first contacts to the policies of
removal to contemporary issues of self-determination, this useful sourcebook provides information
on all aspects of Native American life. The Native American Almanac outlines topics of particular
interest, such as the history of Native--white relations, the location and status of Native American
tribes, religious traditions and ceremonies, language and literature, and contemporary performers
and artists, and includes dozens of useful reference features such as: Maps of tribal areas, historical
conflicts, and present-day reservations A detailed chronology of significant events Names and
addresses of hundreds of organizations concerned with Native American affairs A listing of Native
American landmarks, museums, and cultural centers from coast to coast More than 100
black-and-white photographs and drawings Visit us online at http://www.mgr.com
  what language do the native americans speak: 100 Questions, 500 Nations: A Guide to
Native America Native American Journalists Association with the Michigan State University School
of Journalism, 2014-05-01 *100 Questions, 500 Nations: A Guide to Native America* is by the Native
American Journalists Association as part of the Michigan State University School of Journalism
series in cultural competence. This guide has sections on tribes, reservations, sovereignty, treaties,
federal offices, casinos, education, language, religion and culture. The guide is intended for people
in business, schools, places of worship, government, medicine, law enforcement, human resources
and journalism—anywhere it is important to know more about communities. We hope this guide
works for individuals who just have questions about the people around them. Questions include: Who
is an American Indian? Where did American Indians come from originally? Why are native peoples
referred to as Indians? Which is correct: American Indian or Native American? How many American
Indians and Natives are there? What are the reasons for rising population? Why does the
government refer to most indigenous people in Alaska as Alaska Natives instead of as American
Indians? Are Native Hawaiians considered American Indians? What is a tribe? How many tribes are
there? Which is the largest tribe? Are Indian tribes and Indian nations the same? What powers do
the tribes, as nations, hold? What kind of governments do the tribes run? What is the tribal council?
What is a reservation? Why is it called a reservation? Hoe many American Indians live on
reservations? How much land do tribes hold? What is Indian Country? What are the living conditions
in Indian Country? What is tribal sovereignty? What is sovereign immunity? Do states have
jurisdiction over American Indians or their land? Do American Indians have to obey the same laws as
non-Indians? Are Indian Americans U.S. citizens? Can American Indians vote? Do Native Americans
pay state or federal taxes? What are treaties? What agreements did the treaties contain? Why did
European settlers enter into treaties with the tribes? Why did the tribes agree to the treaties? Are
Native Americans affected by the Affordable Care Act? Are treaties still valid? Do treaties grant
Native Americans special rights today? Are treaties being challenged? What organizations represent
tribal interests? What does the Bureau of Indians Affairs do? Do American Indians have the right to
hold elective office? Do Native Americans serve in the U.S. armed forces? Who regulates Indian
casinos? Do all tribes have casino gambling? Do the tribes pay taxes on their revenues? Are
individual tribes getting rich from casinos? How do tribes use gaming revenue? Why are Indian
casinos a popular enterprise among the tribes? Do all American Indians favor gaming? What is a
tribal school? How many American Indian students attend public schools off the reservation? How
many American Indians are high school graduates? What is a tribal college? How do graduation
rates for American Indians compare with the general population? Do Native Americans get a free
college education? Do American Indians speak their own language? How many American Indian
languages are still spoken? Which are the most common languages? Were there written Indian
languages? What is being done to preserve American Indian languages? Is there an American Indian



religion? How many American Indians identify themselves as Christians? Are Native Americans free
to practice their native religion? What is a sweat lodge? What is a vision quest? How does tobacco
figure in American Indian religion? What is cultural misappropriation? Why do Native Americans
object to the use of Indian symbols, like feathers and face paint, in U.S. sports? Why do American
Indians object to the term “redskin” used by the Washington NFL franchise? What is a peace pipe?
Why is an eagle feather significant to American Indians? How do American Indians obtain the
feathers of a protected bird like the eagle? What is a medicine bundle? What is a powwow? What are
teepees? How can a person trace his or her Indian ancestry?
  what language do the native americans speak: American Indian Languages Lyle
Campbell, 2000-09-21 Native American languages are spoken from Siberia to Greenland, and from
the Arctic to Tierra del Fuego; they include the southernmost language of the world (Yaghan) and
some of the northernmost (Eskimoan). Campbell's project is to take stock of what is currently known
about the history of Native American languages and in the process examine the state of American
Indian historical linguistics, and the success and failure of its various methodologies. There is
remarkably little consensus in the field, largely due to the 1987 publication of Language in the
Americas by Joseph Greenberg. He claimed to trace a historical relation between all American
Indian languages of North and South America, implying that most of the Western Hemisphere was
settled by a single wave of immigration from Asia. This has caused intense controversy and
Campbell, as a leading scholar in the field, intends this volume to be, in part, a response to
Greenberg. Finally, Campbell demonstrates that the historical study of Native American languages
has always relied on up-to-date methodology and theoretical assumptions and did not, as is often
believed, lag behind the European historical linguistic tradition.
  what language do the native americans speak: An Introduction to the Teaching of Wisconsin
Native American Indian Languages Anne Montgomery, 1979
  what language do the native americans speak: Encyclopedia of American Indian History
Bruce E. Johansen, Barry M. Pritzker, 2007-07-23 This new four-volume encyclopedia is the most
comprehensive and up-to-date resource available on the history of Native Americans, providing a
lively, authoritative survey ranging from human origins to present-day controversies. From the
origins of Native American cultures through the years of colonialism and non-Native expansion to
the present, Encyclopedia of American Indian History brings the story of Native Americans to life
like no other previous reference on the subject. Featuring the work of many of the field's foremost
scholars, it explores this fundamental and foundational aspect of the American experience with
extraordinary depth, breadth, and currency, carefully balancing the perspectives of both Native and
non-Native Americans. Encyclopedia of American Indian History spans the centuries with three
thematically organized volumes (covering the period from precontact through European
colonization; the years of non-Native expansion (including Indian removal); and the modern era of
reservations, reforms, and reclamation of semi-sovereignty). Each volume includes entries on key
events, places, people, and issues. The fourth volume is an alphabetically organized resource
providing histories of Native American nations, as well as an extensive chronology, topic finder,
bibliography, and glossary. For students, historians, or anyone interested in the Native American
experience, Encyclopedia of American Indian History brings that experience to life in an
unprecedented way.
  what language do the native americans speak: What's the Big Deal about Americans
Ruby Shamir, 2020-05 From Native American traditions to immigrant inventions, from diversity to
democracy, from ice cream cones to apple pie, this fun and fact-filled book--now in chapter book
format --celebrates the melting pot and mosaic that is America. Did you know that the inventor of
American cheese actually came from Canada? Or that founding father Benjamin Franklin was
inspired to create a democratic society by a confederacy of Native American tribes who came
together to stop their constant warring? How about that both God Bless America and White
Christmas were written by Irving Berlin, a Russian Jew who fled to the U.S. because of persecution
back home? People have come to America from many countries, in many ways, for many reasons.



Americans have many different beliefs, different languages, and different traditions. But even with
all of these differences, America comes together with the understanding that our country and
government is of the people, by the people, and for the people. And there's nothing more American
than that.
  what language do the native americans speak: Native American Languages Act United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs (1993- ), 2003
  what language do the native americans speak: Native American Languages Act of 1991
United States. Congress. Senate. Select Committee on Indian Affairs, 1992
  what language do the native americans speak: The Native American Contest Powwow
Steven Aicinena, Sebahattin Ziyanak, 2021-11-02 The Native American Contest Powwow introduces
Cultural Tethering Theory to convey the importance of the contest powwow in the celebration and
preservation of Native American culture. The book addresses the concepts of culture, cultural
change, acculturation, assimilation, and illustrates how competitive powwows align with and differ
from competitive sporting events. Authors Steven Aicinena and Sebahattin Ziyanak go on to explain
how the modern intertribal contest powwow evolved and why modern Native American cultures are
experiencing an erosion of traditional values, a rapid loss of traditional languages, dysfunctional
changes in social organization, limited opportunity to transmit culturally valued knowledge, and
reduced opportunities for youths to observe culturally appropriate behavior. The authors also
examine Native American identity and explore who can legitimately claim to be a Native American
under current laws and customs. Additional topics addressed include blood quantum, cultural
knowledge, cultural participation, being Indian, and playing Indian. Finally, the authors describe the
difference between being Native American and playing Indian in powwow and pseudo-cultural
powwow environments.
  what language do the native americans speak: Keepers of the Animals Michael J. Caduto,
Joseph Bruchac, 1997 Using stories to show the importance of wildlife in Native American traditions,
this book gives parents and teachers an exciting way to teach children about animals.
  what language do the native americans speak: Major versus Minor? – Languages and
Literatures in a Globalized World Theo D’haen, Iannis Goerlandt, Roger D. Sell, 2015-09-15 Do the
notions of “World Lingua Franca” and “World Literature” now need to be firmly relegated to an
imperialist-cum-colonialist past? Or can they be rehabilitated in a practical and equitable way that
fully endorses a politics of recognition? For scholars in the field of languages and literatures, this is
the central dilemma to be faced in a world that is increasingly globalized. In this book, the possible
banes and benefits of globalization are illuminated from many different viewpoints by scholars based
in Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, and Oceania. Among their more particular topics of
discussion are: language spread, language hegemony, and language conservation; literary canons,
literature and identity, and literary anthologies; and the bearing of the new communication
technologies on languages and literatures alike. Throughout the book, however, the most frequently
explored opposition is between languages or literatures perceived as “major” and others perceived
as “minor”, two terms which are sometimes qualitative in connotation, sometimes quantitative, and
sometimes both at once, depending on who is using them and with reference to what.
  what language do the native americans speak: Studying Native America Russell Thornton,
1998 This book addresses for the first time in a comprehensive way the place of Native American
studies in the university curriculum.--Provided by publisher.
  what language do the native americans speak: The Native Americans of the Texas
Edwards Plateau, 1582-1799 Maria F. Wade, Don E. Wade, 2010-01-01 2003 – Texas Old Missions
and Forts Restoration Association Book Award Winner – Texas Catholic Historical Society 2004 –
Finalist: Friends of the Dallas Public Library Award for Book Making the Most Significant
Contribution to Knowledge – Texas Institute of Letters The region that now encompasses Central
Texas and northern Coahuila, Mexico, was once inhabited by numerous Native hunter-gather groups
whose identities and lifeways we are only now learning through archaeological discoveries and
painstaking research into Spanish and French colonial records. From these key sources, Maria F.



Wade has compiled this first comprehensive ethnohistory of the Native groups that inhabited the
Texas Edwards Plateau and surrounding areas during most of the Spanish colonial era. Much of the
book deals with events that took place late in the seventeenth century, when Native groups and
Europeans began to have their first sustained contact in the region. Wade identifies twenty-one
Native groups, including the Jumano, who inhabited the Edwards Plateau at that time. She offers
evidence that the groups had sophisticated social and cultural mechanisms, including extensive
information networks, ladino cultural brokers, broad-based coalitions, and individuals with
dual-ethnic status. She also tracks the eastern movement of Spanish colonizers into the Edwards
Plateau region, explores the relationships among Native groups and between those groups and
European colonizers, and develops a timeline that places isolated events and singular individuals
within broad historical processes.
  what language do the native americans speak: Linguistic Ideologies of Native American
Language Revitalization David Leedom Shaul, 2014-03-31 The concept of this volume is that the
paradigm of European national languages (official orthography; language standardization; full use of
language in most everyday contexts) is imposed in cookie-cutter fashion on most language
revitalization efforts of Native American languages. While this model fits the sovereign status of
many Native American groups, it does not meet the linguistic ideology of Native American
communities, and creates projects and products that do not engage the communities which they are
intended to serve. The concern over heritage language loss has generated since 1990 enormous
activity that is supposed to restore full private and public function of heritage languages in Native
American speech communities. The thinking goes: if you do what the volume terms the Lost
Language Ghost Dance, your heritage language will flourish once more. Yet the heritage language
only flourishes on paper, and not in any meaningful way for the community it is trying to help.
Instead, this volume proposes a model of Native American language revitalization that is different
from the national/official language model, one that respects and incorporates language variation,
and entertains variable outcomes. This is because it is based on Native American linguistic
ideologies. This volume argues that the cookie-cutter application of the official language ideology is
unethical because it undermines the intent of language revitalization itself: the continued daily,
meaningful use of a heritage language in its speech community.
  what language do the native americans speak: A Concise Introduction to Linguistics Bruce
M. Rowe, Diane P. Levine, 2022-12-30 Now in its sixth edition, A Concise Introduction to Linguistics
provides students with a detailed introduction to the core concepts of language as it relates to
culture. The textbook includes a focus on linguistic anthropology, unpacking the main contributions
of linguistics to the study of human communication and culture. Aimed at the general education
student, the textbook also provides anthropology, linguistics, and English majors with the resources
needed to pursue advanced courses in this area. Written in an accessible manner that does not
assume previous knowledge of linguistics, this new edition contains expanded discussions on
linguistic anthropology, sociolinguistics (including an expanded section on trans and nonbinary
language), and pragmatics. The textbook incorporates a robust set of pedagogical features,
including marginal definitions, a substantial glossary, chapter summaries, and learning exercises.
Brand new to this edition are a full International Phonetic Alphabet chart, new exercises with
languages other than English, and new illustrations.
  what language do the native americans speak: Native American Voices Susan Lobo, Steve
Talbot, Traci Morris Carlston, 2016-02-19 This unique reader presents a broad approach to the study
of American Indians through the voices and viewpoints of the Native Peoples themselves.
Multi-disciplinary and hemispheric in approach, it draws on ethnography, biography, journalism, art,
and poetry to familiarize students with the historical and present day experiences of native peoples
and nations throughout North and South America–all with a focus on themes and issues that are
crucial within Indian Country today. For courses in Introduction to American Indians in departments
of Native American Studies/American Indian Studies, Anthropology, American Studies, Sociology,
History, Women's Studies.



  what language do the native americans speak: The Workings of Language Rebecca S.
Wheeler, 1999-09-30 The essays in this book help to make sense of the workings of language in our
everyday world—on the personal, local, national, and international levels. The authors are all
linguists, seeking to help readers free themselves of language prejudices, thus opening the way to
better informed views on the function of language in society, a more balanced treatment in schools,
and more linguistically-sound public policies. Defusing Chicken-Little prognostications about
English, this volume suggests that dark claims about language are not to be taken at face value.
Instead, these claims function as a signal: time to step back. Offering just such a time-out, eminent
linguists explore the fuller picture underlying language in our society, examining prescriptivism,
Black English, Ozark English, American Sign Language, English-Only, and Endangered Languages.
After helping stomp out such linguistic fires, the linguists showcase the potent workings of
language: world englishes, language and politics, media, prejudice, creativity, gender, and humor,
thus opening the way to better informed views on the function of language in schools, and more
linguistically sound public policies.
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