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The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory

the second wave a reader in feminist theory is a phrase that encapsulates one
of the most transformative periods in feminist history. This era, often
referred to as the second wave of feminism, marked a significant shift from
the earlier focus on suffrage and legal rights to broader social, cultural,
and political issues affecting women. For students, scholars, and anyone
interested in feminist thought, "the second wave a reader in feminist theory"
is a crucial resource that brings together seminal writings, essays, and
reflections from this dynamic movement. Let’s dive into what this reader
represents, why the second wave remains influential, and how its ideas
continue to resonate today.

Understanding the Second Wave of Feminism

The second wave of feminism emerged in the early 1960s and stretched through
the 1980s, building on the foundations laid by the first wave, which
primarily focused on women's suffrage and legal equality. Unlike the first
wave, which fought for the right to vote and basic legal recognition, the
second wave expanded feminist concerns to include sexuality, family,
workplace rights, reproductive freedom, and systemic gender inequalities.

This phase of feminism is often characterized by its call to challenge
societal norms and cultural assumptions about gender. It brought forward
issues like domestic violence, marital rape, and workplace
discrimination—topics that were once taboo or dismissed. The movement was
diverse, including radical feminists, liberal feminists, and socialist
feminists, each bringing unique perspectives on how to achieve gender
equality.

The Role of Feminist Theory in the Second Wave

Feminist theory during the second wave was not just about activism; it was a
rigorous intellectual endeavor that questioned deeply ingrained social
structures. The reader “the second wave a reader in feminist theory” compiles
critical essays from influential thinkers such as Betty Friedan, Simone de
Beauvoir, bell hooks, and Kate Millett, among others. These writings explore
the intersection of gender with race, class, and sexuality, offering a
multidimensional look at women’s experiences.

One of the key contributions of second wave feminist theory was the concept
that “the personal is political.” This idea highlighted how private
experiences, like domestic labor or reproductive choices, were shaped by
political and social power dynamics. It pushed feminism beyond legal reforms
to cultural transformation.



Key Themes Explored in the Second Wave Reader

When diving into "the second wave a reader in feminist theory," a variety of
rich themes emerge, each shedding light on different aspects of women’s lives
and feminist struggles.

Gender and Sexuality

Second wave feminism brought sexuality to the forefront of feminist
discourse. It challenged the traditional roles assigned to women as passive
and submissive, instead advocating for sexual liberation and reproductive
rights. The reader includes groundbreaking essays that question gender
binaries and explore the fluidity of sexual identities, laying the groundwork
for later queer theory developments.

Workplace and Economic Inequality

Another critical theme is the fight against economic disparities. Women’s
entry into the workforce was increasing rapidly during the second wave, but
they faced wage gaps, glass ceilings, and unpaid labor at home. Feminist
theorists analyzed capitalism's role in perpetuating gender inequality and
proposed solutions ranging from equal pay to socialized childcare.

Intersectionality and Diversity

Although the term “intersectionality” was coined later, second wave feminism
began to grapple with the interconnectedness of race, class, and gender
oppression. The reader collects voices from women of color and working-class
feminists who critiqued mainstream feminism for its focus on middle-class
white women, urging a broader, more inclusive movement.

The Importance of “The Second Wave: A Reader in
Feminist Theory” Today

For anyone exploring feminist theory, this reader is an invaluable resource.
It offers a curated collection of foundational texts that not only chronicle
the evolution of feminist thought but also inspire ongoing debates. Whether
you’re a student writing a paper, an academic researching gender studies, or
simply someone passionate about social justice, the reader provides context
and depth to contemporary feminist issues.

Moreover, revisiting the second wave through this collection helps us
understand the roots of current feminist movements. Many struggles from the
1960s through the 1980s remain relevant: debates around reproductive rights,
gender-based violence, workplace equality, and representation in politics and
media continue to dominate headlines.



Tips for Engaging with the Reader

To get the most out of "the second wave a reader in feminist theory,"
consider these approaches:

Read chronologically: Tracing the evolution of ideas helps you see how
feminist theory responded to social changes.

Reflect on historical context: Understanding the political and cultural
environment of the second wave deepens comprehension of the texts.

Engage critically: Not all ideas will resonate today; analyzing
contradictions or limitations sharpens your critical thinking.

Connect to modern issues: Try to link past feminist arguments with
contemporary movements like #MeToo or intersectional feminism.

Broader Impacts of Second Wave Feminist Theory

The intellectual contributions of the second wave have permeated various
disciplines beyond gender studies. Literature, sociology, psychology, and
political science have all been influenced by feminist critiques from this
era. The reader serves as a foundational text in many university courses,
shaping new generations of thinkers and activists.

Additionally, second wave feminism helped establish feminist pedagogy, which
encourages questioning power structures within education itself. The reader’s
essays often challenge readers to reconsider what knowledge is and who gets
to produce it, fostering a more inclusive academic environment.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the second wave was groundbreaking, it was not without its
shortcomings. Critics have pointed out that mainstream second wave feminism
often centered around the experiences of white, middle-class women,
marginalizing women of color, LGBTQ+ individuals, and working-class voices.
This critique has led to the emergence of third-wave and intersectional
feminism, which seek to address these gaps.

The reader in feminist theory includes some of these critical reflections,
allowing readers to appreciate the movement’s complexity and ongoing
evolution. Engaging with these critiques is essential for a nuanced
understanding of feminist history.

Exploring "the second wave a reader in feminist theory" offers a remarkable
journey into the heart of feminist intellectual and activist traditions. It
invites readers not only to learn about the past but also to think deeply
about the present and future of gender equality. Whether you’re new to
feminist theory or revisiting it, this reader provides a rich, thought-
provoking experience that continues to inspire.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist
Theory' about?

'The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory' is a comprehensive anthology
that compiles key essays and writings from the second wave feminist movement,
exploring themes such as gender equality, patriarchy, sexuality, and social
justice.

Who edited 'The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist
Theory'?

The book was edited by Linda Nicholson, a prominent scholar in feminist
theory, known for her contributions to feminist philosophy and political
theory.

Why is 'The Second Wave' considered an important text
in feminist studies?

'The Second Wave' is important because it brings together foundational texts
that shaped feminist discourse during the 1960s and 1970s, providing insight
into the historical and ideological development of feminist thought.

What themes are prominently featured in 'The Second
Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory'?

Prominent themes include patriarchy, gender roles, sexuality, reproductive
rights, intersectionality, and critiques of traditional social structures.

How does 'The Second Wave' differ from first and
third wave feminist texts?

'The Second Wave' focuses on issues like workplace equality, sexuality, and
legal inequalities that emerged during the 1960s-1980s, whereas first wave
feminism centered on suffrage and legal rights, and third wave feminism
emphasizes diversity and intersectionality.

Can 'The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory' be
used in academic settings?

Yes, it is widely used in university courses on gender studies, women's
studies, and feminist theory as it provides essential readings for
understanding the evolution and arguments of second wave feminism.

Are there any critiques of 'The Second Wave: A Reader
in Feminist Theory'?

Some critiques point out that the collection may underrepresent the voices of
women of color and non-Western feminists, reflecting the limitations of the
second wave's focus and the anthology's selections.



Additional Resources
The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory

the second wave a reader in feminist theory marks a pivotal anthology and
reference point within feminist scholarship, capturing the essence of
feminist thought and activism during the mid-20th century. This collection
serves not only as a historical document but also as a critical analytical
resource that offers insight into the diverse voices and discourses shaping
second-wave feminism. As feminist theory evolved, this reader became
instrumental in contextualizing the movement's debates, challenges, and
ideological expansions, making it an essential text for academics, students,
and activists alike.

Understanding the Context of Second-Wave
Feminism

Second-wave feminism, emerging prominently in the 1960s and extending through
the 1980s, marked a significant shift from the earlier suffragette efforts,
which are often referred to as first-wave feminism. While first-wave feminism
primarily focused on legal rights such as suffrage and property ownership,
second-wave feminism broadened its scope to include social, cultural, and
political inequalities. The second wave aimed to interrogate systemic sexism
embedded within societal institutions, including family, workplace,
education, and the media.

The second wave a reader in feminist theory encapsulates these multifaceted
concerns, providing foundational texts that explore topics like reproductive
rights, sexuality, gender roles, and patriarchal power structures. By
assembling works from prominent feminist thinkers such as Betty Friedan,
Simone de Beauvoir, bell hooks, and Adrienne Rich, this reader offers a
panoramic view of the ideological diversity that characterized the movement.

Thematic Focuses Within the Reader

The anthology is organized to reflect the complexity and breadth of feminist
discourse during the second wave. Several key themes emerge consistently
throughout the collection:

Patriarchy and Power Structures: Essays and excerpts analyze how
patriarchal systems perpetuate gender inequality and explore strategies
for dismantling these hierarchies.

Sexuality and Reproductive Rights: The reader addresses debates on
women's autonomy over their bodies, including access to contraception
and abortion, which were central to second-wave activism.

Identity and Intersectionality: Although intersectionality as a term was
coined later, early discussions on race, class, and gender intersecting
offer a foundation for contemporary feminist analysis.

Critiques of Traditional Gender Roles: Contributors challenge socially
constructed norms around femininity and masculinity, advocating for



liberation from restrictive roles.

These themes demonstrate the reader’s role in showcasing the evolution of
feminist theory from simple calls for equality to nuanced critiques of
society’s power dynamics.

Significance and Impact of the Reader in
Feminist Scholarship

The second wave a reader in feminist theory is not merely a historical
archive but a dynamic tool for education and discourse. Its impact can be
evaluated across several dimensions:

Academic Influence

The reader has become a staple in university courses on gender studies and
feminist theory. It provides students with primary texts that allow critical
engagement with the original voices and arguments of second-wave feminists.
This direct access to foundational writings fosters a deeper understanding of
the ideological shifts that have shaped current feminist activism.

Comparative Insights

By juxtaposing various feminist perspectives, the reader highlights both
consensus and contention within the movement. For instance, liberal feminists
emphasized legal reforms and equal opportunity, while radical feminists
focused on overthrowing patriarchal structures entirely. The anthology’s
structure invites readers to compare these stances, appreciating the
multifaceted nature of feminist theory.

Continuity and Evolution

The inclusion of early critiques of race and class inequality serves as a
precursor to the intersectional feminism that dominates contemporary feminist
discourse. This historical continuity underscores how the second wave set the
stage for ongoing debates about inclusivity and representation within
feminist movements.

Critical Reflections on the Reader’s Scope and
Limitations

While the second wave a reader in feminist theory offers a comprehensive
overview, it is important to consider its limitations:



Representation: Some critiques highlight that early feminist
anthologies, including this reader, predominantly feature white, Western
perspectives, often sidelining voices from women of color and non-
Western feminists.

Focus on Academia: The collection primarily includes scholarly essays
and theoretical writings, which may distance it from grassroots feminist
activism and lived experiences.

Temporal Boundaries: As a snapshot of a particular era, the reader may
not fully capture the fluid and evolving nature of feminist thought
beyond the second wave.

These considerations do not diminish the reader's importance but rather
encourage complementary exploration of more diverse and global feminist
literatures.

Comparisons with Other Feminist Anthologies

When compared to other key feminist compilations, such as "Feminist Theory:
From Margin to Center" by bell hooks or "This Bridge Called My Back," the
second wave a reader in feminist theory tends to be more historical and
theoretical in its orientation. The latter texts often emphasize
intersectionality and the voices of marginalized women more explicitly,
reflecting the shifts in feminist priorities post-second wave.

Why the Reader Remains Relevant Today

Despite being rooted in the mid-20th century feminist landscape, the second
wave a reader in feminist theory remains relevant for several reasons:

Foundational Knowledge for Contemporary Feminism

Understanding the second wave is crucial for any comprehensive study of
feminist history. Contemporary debates on gender equality, reproductive
justice, and gender identity are often informed by the theoretical groundwork
laid during this period.

Resource for Activists and Scholars

The reader provides a rich source of arguments and frameworks that continue
to inspire feminist activism and scholarship. Whether it is the critique of
institutional sexism or the exploration of women's liberation, these writings
fuel ongoing efforts to achieve gender equity.



Insight into Feminist Movement Dynamics

The anthology illuminates the internal dynamics of feminist movements,
including debates, disagreements, and alliances, offering valuable lessons
about coalition-building and ideological pluralism in social movements.

The second wave a reader in feminist theory, therefore, is more than a
compilation; it is a living archive that embodies the intellectual rigor and
passionate activism of second-wave feminism. Its continued study helps to
trace the trajectory of feminist thought and encourages critical engagement
with the unfinished work of gender justice.

The Second Wave A Reader In Feminist Theory

  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The Second Wave Linda J. Nicholson, 1997
This volume collects many of the major essays of feminist theory of the past 40 years-works which
have made key contributors to feminist thought.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The Second Wave Linda J. Nicholson, 1997 This
volume collects many of the major essays of feminist theory of the past 40 years-works which have
made key contributors to feminist thought.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The second wave Linda Nicholson, 1997
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The Legacy of Second-Wave Feminism in
American Politics Angie Maxwell, Todd Shields, 2017-12-05 This book chronicles the influence of
second wave feminism on everything from electoral politics to LGBTQ rights. The original
descriptions of second wave feminism focused on elite, white voices, obscuring the accomplishments
of many activists, as third wave feminists rightly criticized. Those limited narratives also
prematurely marked the end of the movement, imposing an imaginary timeline on what is a
continuous struggle for women’s rights. Within the chapters of this volume, scholars provide a more
complex description of second wave feminism, in which the sustained efforts of women from many
races, classes, sexual orientations, and religious traditions, in the fight for equality have had a
long-term impact on American politics. These authors argue that even the “Second Wave” metaphor
is incomplete, and should be replaced by a broader, more-inclusive metaphor that accurately depicts
the overlapping and extended battle waged by women activists. With the gift of hindsight and the
awareness of the limitations of and backlash to this “Second Wave,” the time is right to reflect on
the feminist cause in America and to chart its path forward.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: A Critical Companion to Julie Taymor Adam
Barkman, Matthew Hodge, Antonio Sanna, 2023-12-12 A Critical Companion to Julie Taymor is the
most updated and holistic volume on the director currently published. Situating Taymor’s work
within the intersections of story and spectacle, contributors to this collection examine issues of
creativity, gender, sexuality, and adaptation by focusing on themes from Taymor’s oeuvre including
martyrdom, musicality, fidelity, postmodern representations, feminism and queerness, identity,
desire, trauma, revenge, hybridity, and obscenity. The result reveals Julie Taymor to be a
globally-influenced American director who exhibits and exemplifies the authentic artistry of
ingenious storytelling and deserves scholarly attention. This work will be of particular interest to
scholars of film, philosophy, popular culture, gender, feminisms, and queer identities.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Wendy R. Kohli, Nicholas C. Burbules,
2012-07-01 The latest book in the Philosophy, Theory, and Educational Research series introduces
the main philosophical and theoretical ideas of recent western feminisms as it applies to educational
research. Unlike other books that focus on these topics, the authors present a balanced overview of
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the issues, instead of pushing a particular perspective.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Handbook of Gender and Women′s Studies
Kathy Davis, Mary Evans, Judith Lorber, 2006-04-27 This breathtakingly broad, interdisciplinary
reader demonstrates how widely feminist thinking has spread, how deeply it has shaken settled
assumptions in the disciplines and how much new light it throws on contemporary controversies. -
Myra Marx Ferree, University of Wisconsin-Madison A timely intervention and highly engaged,
thoughtful and scholarly analysis of the state of gender and women′s studies in the West by three
eminent feminist scholars... Highly cognisant of the central issues that have fractured, blocked and
enhanced western feminism. - Bev Skeggs, Goldsmiths The comprehensiveness and the
interdisciplinary range of themes are impressive, and they make the Handbook into a wonderful tool
for teachers and students of women′s and gender studies. - Nina Lykke, Linkoeping University
Gender and women′s studies is one of the most challenging fields within the social sciences - the
dynamics of gender relations and the social and cultural implications of gender constructions offer a
lively forum of debate. The Handbook of Gender and Women′s Studies presents a comprehensive and
engaging review of the most recent developments within the field, including the study of
masculinity, the feminist implications of postmodernism, the ′cultural turn′ and globalization. The
authors review current research and offer critical analyses of women′s and gender studies in work,
the welfare state, family, education, religion, violence and war and feminist global politics. Edited by
three leading academics from Europe and the United States, and with 25 chapters written by
scholars based throughout the world, the Handbook situates the most important debates in the field
within a uniquely international and interdisciplinary context. The Handbook is a useful introduction
to gender theory and an exciting starting-point for fresh debates.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Women, Autobiography, Theory Sidonie Smith,
Julia Watson, 1998 The first comprehensive guide to the burgeoning field of women's autobiography.
Essays from 39 prominent critics and writers explore narratives across the centuries and from
around the globe. A list of more than 200 women's autobiographies and a comprehensive
bibliography provide invaluable information for scholars, teachers, and readers.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The ^AOxford Handbook of Feminism and
Law in the United States Deborah L. Brake, Martha Chamallas, Verna L. Williams, 2023-07-11 The
Oxford Handbook of Feminism and Law in the United States provides a wide-ranging exploration of
U.S. legal feminism, analyzing both prominent brands of feminist legal theory and key feminist social
movements. The Handbook's chapters examine the influence that legal feminism has exerted on law,
from the creation of feminist claims such as sexual harassment and gender equity in sports to new
understandings of consent, motherhood, and reproductive justice. Contributions from leading
feminist thinkers dissect the backlash to feminism and compare feminism to adjacent discourses
including queer theory and masculinities theory. The Handbook is also forward-looking insofar as it
imagines how legal feminism will affect emerging areas like digital privacy, immigration law, and
environmental law. Thanks to its expansive scope and highly-regarded team of editors and
contributors, The Oxford Handbook of Feminism and Law in the United States will be an essential
source for scholars and students working in a range of interconnected fields.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Reading Feminist Theory Susan Archer
Mann, Ashly Suzanne Patterson, 2016 Reading Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity
interweaves classical and contemporary writings from the social sciences and the humanities to
represent feminist thought from the late eighteenth century to the present. Editors Susan Archer
Mann and Ashly Suzanne Patterson pay close attention to the multiplicity and diversity of feminist
voices, visions, and vantage points by race, class, gender, sexuality, and global location. Along with
more conventional forms of theorizing, this anthology points to multiple sites of theory
production--both inside and outside of the academy--and includes personal narratives, poems, short
stories, zines, and even music lyrics. Offering a truly global perspective, the book devotes three
chapters and more than thirty readings to the topics of colonialism, imperialism and globalization. It
also provides extensive coverage of third-wave feminism, poststructuralism, queer theory,



postcolonial theory, and transnational feminisms.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Literary Criticism and Theory Pelagia
Goulimari, 2014-09-15 This incredibly useful volume offers an introduction to the history of literary
criticism and theory from ancient Greece to the present. Grounded in the close reading of landmark
theoretical texts, while seeking to encourage the reader's critical response, Pelagia Goulimari
examines: major thinkers and critics from Plato and Aristotle to Foucault, Derrida, Kristeva, Said
and Butler; key concepts, themes and schools in the history of literary theory: mimesis, inspiration,
reason and emotion, the self, the relation of literature to history, society, culture and ethics,
feminism, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, queer theory; genres and movements in literary
history: epic, tragedy, comedy, the novel; Romanticism, realism, modernism and postmodernism.
Historical connections between theorists and theories are traced and the book is generously
cross-referenced. With useful features such as key-point conclusions, further reading sections,
descriptive text boxes, detailed headings, and with a comprehensive index, this book is the ideal
introduction to anyone approaching literary theory for the first time or unfamiliar with the scope of
its history.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Literary Theory: A Guide for the Perplexed
Mary Klages, 2006-11-23 This Guide for the Perplexed provides an advanced introduction to literary
theory from basic information and orientation for the uninformed leading on to more sophisticated
readings. It engages directly with the difficulty many students find intimidating, asking 'What is
''Literary Theory''?' and offering a clear, concise, accessible guide to the major theories and
theorists, including: humanism; structuralism; poststructuralism; psychoanalytic approaches;
feminist approaches; queer theory; ideology and discourse; new historicism; race and
postcolonialism; postmodernism. The final chapter points to new directions in literary and cultural
theory.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: A Reader's Guide to Contemporary Literary
Theory Raman Selden, 1993-06-08 Unsurpassed as a text for upper-division and beginning graduate
students, Raman Selden's classic text is the liveliest, most readable and most reliable guide to
contemporary literary theory. Includes applications of theory, cross-referenced to Selden's
companion volume, Practicing Theory and Reading Literature.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The ^AOxford Handbook of Gender and
Politics Georgina Waylen, Karen Celis, Johanna Kantola, S. Laurel Weldon, 2013-03-11 The Oxford
Handbook of Gender and Politics brings to political science an accessible and comprehensive
overview of the key contributions of gender scholars to the study of politics, and it shows how these
contributions produce a richer understanding of polities and societies.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Gender, Space and Time Dorothy Moss,
2006-01-01 Drawing on the work of Henri Lefebvre and Barbara Adam, Gender, Space, and Time is a
brilliant study that offers a unique and original threefold conceptualization of how space and time is
developed and applied in an empirical study of women's lives. Author Dorothy Moss focuses on the
everyday practice and experience of women higher education students at a community college in
northern England. Women's action is considered in relation to the complex and interconnected
spheres of paid work, home, leisure, community, and higher education. Through highlighting
concepts of space and time, the complex relationship between networks of power and personal
action gains visibility. Moss conceptualizes women as centers of action and demonstrates the ways
in which they construct personal pathways, connect different spheres of experience, integrate new
time demands into the multiple rhythms of their everyday lives, and carve out personal space.
Gender, Space, and Time is a timely and compelling work, certain to be of interest to scholars of
sociology, women's studies, and anthropology.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Nancy Reagan James G. Benze, 2005 Many
thought of her as Queen Nancy. Others as the Dragon Lady. But for millions of Americans, Nancy
Reagan was the always-smiling and deeply admiring presidential spouse who stood by her man; that
image lingers still in the touching picture of a bereaved widow at her husband's casket. Nancy



Reagan has stirred passionate defenders and acerbic critics in many books and the media. James
Benze, however, is the first biographer to discuss the effect of her acting background on her tenure
as first lady. Unlike earlier biographers, he focuses on the way she applied her acting skills to meet
the demands of her greatest supporting role. As part of a movie troupe, Nancy Davis often had the
job of flattering the lead actor or helping a star create an outstanding performance. As first lady,
Nancy Reagan did all of this and more, whether supplying the president with a missing line at
Bitburg or steering him away from the abortion controversy. Always outspoken and a target for
feminists and others, she remained the consummate supporting actor, always helping the star.
Benze portrays Nancy Reagan as a forceful presence behind the Oval Office's closed doors, unafraid
to take on Donald Regan or Oliver North. He documents her clear influence on presidential
appointments, links her quirky penchant for astrology to her show-business past, and traces the
creation of the Just Say No program to her years in Sacramento, showing that it far exceeded the
public-relations motivation that her detractors claimed. Benze reveals how living on a public stage
exacerbated the problems in the Reagans' relationship with their children, which went from bad to
worse during the White House years. He also covers Nancy Reagan's post-Washington life, including
her vigilant care of the president as he struggled with Alzheimer's disease and her subsequent
advocacy of stem-cell research that put her at odds with the GOP. While Ronald Reagan was the star
performer of his presidency, his wife glided elegantly at his side as an accomplished co-star. Benze's
book strikes a balance between the images of adoring helpmate and manipulative manager, showing
us the woman behind the stereotypes and offering a more objective understanding of her place in
the history of presidential wives.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: And in Our Time Antony Shuttleworth, 2003
This book brings together essays which, in diverse ways, not only revise exisitng views on thirties
writing, but also provide ways of accounting for its critical neglect. The essays examine, f0orm a
variety of theoretical and critical perspectives, a body of work that reflects the true diversity of the
literary and cultural contexts of the thirties, and includes studies on the work of Louis MacNeice,
Frank Sheed, Christopher Dawson, Alick West, Christopher Caudwell, Stevie Smith, Storm Jameson,
Phyllis Bottome, Ivy Compton-Burnett, Graham Greene, Eric Ambler, George Orwell, Christina
Stead, Randall Swingler, and Ralph Fox.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The SAGE Handbook of Historical Theory
Nancy Partner, Sarah Foot, 2012-12-18 The SAGE Handbook of Historical Theory introduces the
foundations of modern historical theory and the applications of theory to a full range of sub-fields of
historical research, bringing the reader as up to date as possible with continuing debates and
current developments. The book is divided into three key parts, covering: - Part I. Foundations: The
Theoretical Grounds for Knowledge of the Past - Part II. Applications: Theory-Intensive Areas in
History - Part III. Coda. Post-Postmodernism: Directions and Interrogations. This important
handbook brings together, in one volume, discussions of modernity, empiricism, deconstruction,
narrative and postmodernity in the continuing evolution of the historical discipline into our
post-postmodern era. Chapters are written by leading academics from around the world and cover a
wide array of specialized areas of the discipline, including social history, intellectual history, gender,
memory, psychoanalysis and cultural history. The influence of major thinkers such as Jacques
Derrida, Michel Foucault and Hayden White is fully examined. This handbook is an essential
resource for practising historians, and students of history, and will appeal to scholars in related
disciplines in the social sciences and humanities who seek a closer understanding of the theoretical
foundations of history.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: The Oxford Handbook of Feminist Theory
Lisa Disch, Mary Hawkesworth, 2018-02-01 The Oxford Handbook of Feminist Theory provides a
rich overview of the analytical frameworks and theoretical concepts that feminist theorists have
developed to explicate the known world. Featuring leading feminist theorists from diverse regions of
the globe, this collection delves into fifty subject areas, demonstrating the complexity of feminist
challenges to established knowledge, while also engaging areas of contestation within feminist



theory.
  the second wave a reader in feminist theory: Different Wavelengths Jo Reger, 2014-01-27
The original essays in this collection ground the shifting terrain of feminism in the 21st century. The
contributors define and examine the complexity of the Third Wave by answering questions like: how
appropriate is a third wave label for contemporary feminism; are the agendas of contemporary
feminism and the second wave really all that different; does the wave metaphor accurately describe
the difference between contemporary feminists and their predecessors; how do women of color fit
into this notion of contemporary feminism; and what are the future directions of the feminist
movement?
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