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The Guide to United States Popular Culture: Exploring the Heartbeat of American Life

the guide to united states popular culture invites you on a journey through the vibrant and ever-
evolving tapestry of traditions, trends, entertainment, and social movements that define everyday
life in America. From blockbuster movies to the nuances of American slang, from iconic music
genres to the influence of sports, US popular culture is a fascinating blend of history, innovation,
and diversity. Understanding this culture not only offers insight into the American way of life but
also reveals how it shapes global trends and connects millions through shared experiences.

What Exactly Is United States Popular Culture?

Popular culture, often called pop culture, refers to the set of practices, beliefs, objects, and
phenomena that are dominant or prevalent within mainstream society at a given time. In the United
States, this includes everything from music, movies, and television to fashion, food, language, and
even social attitudes. The guide to United States popular culture helps decode these elements,
offering a window into what Americans collectively enjoy, value, and express.

American pop culture is dynamic—it reflects the diversity of the nation’s population and adapts
continually, influenced by technological advances, immigration, and social movements. The culture
is not static but a living, breathing entity that evolves with every generation.

Key Elements of United States Popular Culture

Entertainment: Movies, Television, and Streaming

One of the most influential pillars of US popular culture is its entertainment industry. Hollywood,
often regarded as the film capital of the world, has produced countless iconic movies that have
shaped global storytelling and aesthetics. From the Golden Age of cinema with stars like Marilyn
Monroe to modern blockbusters like the Marvel Cinematic Universe, movies have a universal appeal
that transcends borders.

Television also plays a crucial role. Classic TV shows such as “Friends,” “The Simpsons,” and
“Breaking Bad” have become cultural touchstones, influencing language, fashion, and social
attitudes. Nowadays, streaming platforms like Netflix, Hulu, and Disney+ are revolutionizing how
Americans consume content, making binge-watching a cultural phenomenon.

Music: From Jazz to Hip-Hop and Beyond

The musical landscape of the United States is as diverse as its population. Jazz, born in the early



20th century in New Orleans, laid the groundwork for many other genres. Rock ’n’ roll in the 1950s,
led by icons like Elvis Presley, transformed youth culture worldwide. The 1970s and 1980s saw the
rise of pop stars such as Michael Jackson and Madonna, who helped define mainstream tastes.

Hip-hop and rap, emerging from urban centers like New York City in the 1970s, have become
dominant forces in popular culture, influencing fashion, language, and political discourse. Today’s
music scene is a melting pot, with genres blending and artists from diverse backgrounds shaping the
soundscape.

Sports: More Than Just Games

Sports in the United States are not just games; they are social events that bring communities
together. American football, basketball, baseball, and ice hockey are among the most popular sports,
each with passionate fan bases and storied histories. The Super Bowl, the NBA Finals, and the World
Series are more than athletic competitions—they are cultural phenomena filled with rituals, halftime
shows, and advertisements that reflect and influence popular culture.

College sports also hold a special place in American hearts, often fostering intense local pride and
community identity. Sports stars like LeBron James, Serena Williams, and Tom Brady have
transcended their fields to become influential cultural figures.

Food and Cuisine: A Taste of America

Food is a delicious reflection of the United States’ multicultural makeup. While fast food chains like
McDonald’s and Starbucks have become global symbols of American culture, there is much more to
explore. Regional specialties such as New England clam chowder, Southern barbecue, Tex-Mex
cuisine, and Cajun dishes reflect the country’s rich culinary diversity.

Trends like food trucks, fusion cuisine, and plant-based dining are continuously reshaping the
American palate. Food festivals and farmers markets celebrate both tradition and innovation,
making dining an integral part of popular culture.

The Role of Language and Slang in US Popular Culture

Language is a living part of culture, and American English is filled with slang and expressions that
reflect social trends, technological advances, and cultural shifts. Terms like “selfie,” “ghosting,” or
“lit” became part of everyday vocabulary through social media, music, and television.

The guide to United States popular culture often points out how language evolves quickly,
influenced by youth culture, immigrant communities, and pop icons. Understanding American slang
is essential for grasping the nuances of social interactions and media consumption.



Fashion and Style: Expressing Identity Through Trends

Fashion in the United States is a powerful form of self-expression and identity. From the rebellious
leather jackets of the 1950s to the hip-hop-inspired streetwear of today, clothing trends often mirror
broader cultural attitudes and social movements.

Major fashion hubs like New York City and Los Angeles set trends that ripple through the country
and beyond. Celebrities, influencers, and designers play a significant role in popularizing styles,
whether it’s sustainable fashion, athleisure, or vintage revival.

Subcultures and Their Impact

Subcultures such as punk, goth, skateboarding, and cosplay have all contributed unique styles and
attitudes to the mainstream. These groups often start on the fringes but influence music, fashion,
and even language, demonstrating the dynamic nature of American popular culture.

Technology and Social Media’s Influence on Popular
Culture

The digital age has transformed how Americans engage with popular culture. Social media platforms
like Instagram, TikTok, and Twitter are not just communication tools but cultural phenomena that
shape trends in real time. Viral challenges, memes, and influencer culture are now integral parts of
US popular culture.

Technology also affects how content is created and consumed—from virtual concerts and video
games to podcasts and online communities. This accessibility democratizes culture, allowing more
voices to participate in shaping what becomes popular.

Popular Culture and Social Movements

Popular culture in the United States often intersects with social and political movements. Music,
film, fashion, and social media have all been used to raise awareness, challenge norms, and mobilize
people around issues like civil rights, gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and environmentalism.

Artists and celebrities frequently use their platforms to influence public opinion, making popular
culture a powerful tool for change. Understanding this relationship is vital in the guide to United
States popular culture, as it highlights how culture both reflects and shapes societal values.

Tips for Exploring and Appreciating US Popular Culture

If you’re new to American popular culture or looking to deepen your understanding, here are some



helpful tips:

Watch Classic and Contemporary Films: Start with iconic movies and TV shows to see how
storytelling and themes have evolved over time.

Listen Broadly: Explore various music genres—from jazz and country to hip-hop and indie
rock—to appreciate the diversity of American sound.

Follow Social Media Trends: Platforms like TikTok and Twitter offer real-time insights into
what’s capturing public imagination.

Attend Local Events: Sports games, food festivals, and concerts provide immersive cultural
experiences.

Learn Slang and Idioms: Understanding everyday language helps connect with people and
media on a deeper level.

Engaging with these elements enriches your appreciation of the cultural landscape and reveals the
layers that make up the American experience.

Exploring the guide to United States popular culture opens doors to understanding how millions of
people express themselves, connect with each other, and create a shared identity. From the bright
lights of Broadway to the grassroots movements sparking change, American popular culture is a
living mosaic—constantly shifting, endlessly fascinating, and deeply influential.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Guide to United States Popular Culture' about?
'The Guide to United States Popular Culture' is a comprehensive reference work that explores
various aspects of American popular culture, including music, film, television, sports, fashion, and
social trends, providing historical context and critical analysis.

Who are the primary contributors to 'The Guide to United
States Popular Culture'?
The guide features contributions from scholars, cultural critics, and experts in American studies who
provide in-depth entries and essays on topics related to U.S. popular culture.

How can 'The Guide to United States Popular Culture' be used
by students and researchers?
Students and researchers can use the guide as a valuable resource to gain insights, find references,
and understand the evolution and impact of different elements of American popular culture across



various periods.

Does 'The Guide to United States Popular Culture' cover
contemporary trends as well as historical ones?
Yes, the guide covers both historical and contemporary trends in U.S. popular culture, offering
readers a broad perspective on how cultural phenomena have developed and continue to evolve.

Where can I access 'The Guide to United States Popular
Culture'?
The guide is available in many academic libraries, bookstores, and online platforms such as library
databases and digital bookstores, making it accessible for both casual readers and academic users.

Additional Resources
The Guide to United States Popular Culture: An In-Depth Exploration

the guide to united states popular culture offers a multifaceted view into the societal norms,
entertainment, and lifestyle trends that have shaped and continue to influence the American
identity. As a dynamic and ever-evolving landscape, U.S. popular culture reflects historical shifts,
technological advancements, and demographic changes, making it an essential subject for
understanding the broader social fabric of the nation. This article delves into the key components
that define American popular culture, examining its roots, current manifestations, and the cultural
forces driving its transformation.

Understanding the Foundations of United States
Popular Culture

Popular culture in the United States encompasses the ideas, perspectives, attitudes, images, and
other phenomena that prevail within mainstream society. It includes everything from music, film,
and television to fashion, slang, and food trends. The guide to united states popular culture
recognizes that these elements are not static; they evolve in response to political climates, economic
conditions, and technological innovations.

Historically, American popular culture gained prominence during the early 20th century with the
rise of mass media such as radio, movies, and later television. The post-World War II era marked a
significant expansion in cultural production and consumption, fueled by economic prosperity and the
emergence of youth culture. Today, digital platforms and social media have further accelerated the
dissemination and diversification of popular culture, allowing for global influence and cross-cultural
exchanges.



The Role of Music and Entertainment

Music has long been a cornerstone of U.S. popular culture, acting as both a reflection and driver of
social change. Genres such as jazz, rock 'n' roll, hip-hop, and country music have each contributed
uniquely to the cultural landscape, often emerging from specific regional or ethnic communities
before gaining national and international prominence.

The entertainment industry, particularly Hollywood, holds considerable sway in shaping cultural
narratives. American film and television productions reach audiences worldwide, propagating
American ideals, humor, and values. This global reach has also invited criticism and debate about
cultural imperialism and the homogenization of global culture.

Moreover, the rise of streaming services like Netflix and Spotify has transformed consumption
patterns, enabling personalized and on-demand access to a vast array of cultural products. This shift
challenges traditional gatekeepers and allows for greater representation of diverse voices and
subcultures within the mainstream.

Fashion and Lifestyle Trends

Fashion in the United States often mirrors broader societal trends and serves as a medium for self-
expression and identity formation. From the rebellious styles of the 1950s greasers to the grunge
aesthetic of the 1990s, clothing trends have symbolized generational attitudes and cultural shifts.

The guide to united states popular culture highlights how streetwear and casual styles have gained
dominance in recent decades, influenced by urban culture, hip-hop, and sports. Brands like Nike and
Supreme exemplify the intersection of fashion, music, and youth culture, creating powerful cultural
symbols.

Lifestyle trends, including fitness, wellness, and sustainable living, have also become integral to
popular culture, reflecting changing consumer priorities and social consciousness. These trends
often intersect with digital culture, where influencers and social media platforms play a pivotal role
in shaping public perceptions and behaviors.

The Influence of Technology on Popular Culture

Technology has been a transformative force in the evolution of U.S. popular culture. The advent of
the internet and the proliferation of smartphones have democratized content creation and
consumption, leading to a more participatory culture. Social media platforms such as Instagram,
TikTok, and Twitter have become central arenas for cultural exchange, trendsetting, and community
building.

This democratization has its complexities. While it allows marginalized groups to amplify their voices
and create niche cultural spaces, it also raises concerns about misinformation, cultural
appropriation, and the fleeting nature of viral trends. The guide to united states popular culture
must consider these dualities in understanding contemporary cultural dynamics.



From Traditional Media to Digital Platforms

Traditional media outlets, including broadcast television, radio, and print, once dominated cultural
production and dissemination. However, digital platforms have disrupted these models, enabling
independent creators to reach audiences without institutional backing. This shift has led to an
explosion of content diversity but also intensified competition for attention.

Algorithms and data analytics now play a significant role in determining which cultural products
gain visibility, influencing not only consumer choices but also creative decisions. This data-driven
approach has implications for authenticity and artistic integrity, as creators may tailor content to
platform-specific trends and audience metrics.

Diversity and Representation in American Popular
Culture

One of the most significant trends in U.S. popular culture is the increasing emphasis on diversity
and inclusion. Historically dominated by Eurocentric narratives, the cultural mainstream is gradually
becoming more reflective of America’s multicultural reality.

Film, television, music, and literature have seen growing representation of ethnic minorities,
LGBTQ+ communities, and other marginalized groups. This shift not only promotes social equity but
also enriches cultural expression by introducing new perspectives and storytelling forms.

However, challenges remain. Tokenism, stereotyping, and unequal access to cultural production
resources persist. The guide to united states popular culture must critically acknowledge these
ongoing struggles while recognizing the progress made in broadening the cultural conversation.

Impact on Social Movements and Identity Politics

Popular culture has often intersected with social movements, serving as a platform for activism and
awareness. Music genres like hip-hop have voiced issues of racial injustice, while films and television
shows have brought LGBTQ+ narratives to the forefront.

Social media has amplified this relationship, facilitating rapid mobilization and the spread of cultural
artifacts linked to political causes. The blending of pop culture and social advocacy underscores the
role of cultural expression in shaping public discourse and identity politics in the United States.

Food Culture: A Taste of America’s Diversity

American popular culture is incomplete without acknowledging the central role of food. The culinary
landscape of the U.S. is a vibrant mosaic reflecting its immigrant heritage and regional variations.
From fast food chains like McDonald’s symbolizing American globalization to the resurgence of
artisanal and farm-to-table movements, food trends offer insight into cultural values and economic



shifts.

The guide to united states popular culture highlights how food has become an arena for cultural
exchange and identity formation. Fusion cuisines, food festivals, and celebrity chefs contribute to a
dynamic food culture that resonates with both tradition and innovation.

Fast Food Culture: An emblem of convenience and globalization, fast food has shaped eating
habits and social behaviors across demographics.

Regional Cuisines: Southern barbecue, New England seafood, Tex-Mex, and Pacific
Northwest farm-to-table movements exemplify regional distinctiveness.

Health and Wellness: Rising awareness of nutrition and sustainability has influenced popular
food trends, including veganism and organic products.

Challenges and Criticisms Surrounding U.S. Popular
Culture

While American popular culture is celebrated for its creativity and global impact, it is not without
criticisms. Issues such as cultural appropriation, commercialization, and the perpetuation of
stereotypes often provoke debate among scholars and cultural critics.

The dominance of corporate interests in cultural production can lead to homogenization, where
profit motives override artistic innovation or cultural authenticity. Furthermore, the fast-paced
nature of trend cycles may undermine deeper cultural appreciation or historical understanding.

Nonetheless, the guide to united states popular culture acknowledges these complexities as part of
an ongoing dialogue about culture’s role in society and its capacity for both unity and division.

The exploration of U.S. popular culture reveals a rich tapestry woven from diverse influences, media,
and social dynamics. As the nation continues to evolve, so too will its cultural expressions, reflecting
the ever-changing narratives of the American experience.

The Guide To United States Popular Culture

  the guide to united states popular culture: The Guide to United States Popular Culture
Ray Broadus Browne, Pat Browne, 2001 To understand the history and spirit of America, one must
know its wars, its laws, and its presidents. To really understand it, however, one must also know its
cheeseburgers, its love songs, and its lawn ornaments. The long-awaited Guide to the United States
Popular Culture provides a single-volume guide to the landscape of everyday life in the United
States. Scholars, students, and researchers will find in it a valuable tool with which to fill in the gaps
left by traditional history. All American readers will find in it, one entry at a time, the story of their

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/the-guide-to-united-states-popular-culture.pdf


lives.--Robert Thompson, President, Popular Culture Association. At long last popular culture may
indeed be given its due within the humanities with the publication of The Guide to United States
Popular Culture. With its nearly 1600 entries, it promises to be the most comprehensive
single-volume source of information about popular culture. The range of subjects and diversity of
opinions represented will make this an almost indispensable resource for humanities and popular
culture scholars and enthusiasts alike.--Timothy E. Scheurer, President, American Culture
Association The popular culture of the United States is as free-wheeling and complex as the society
it animates. To understand it, one needs assistance. Now that explanatory road map is provided in
this Guide which charts the movements and people involved and provides a light at the end of the
rainbow of dreams and expectations.--Marshall W. Fishwick, Past President, Popular Culture
Association Features of The Guide to United States Popular Culture: 1,010 pages 1,600 entries 500
contributors Alphabetic entries Entries range from general topics (golf, film) to specific individuals,
items, and events Articles are supplemented by bibliographies and cross references Comprehensive
index
  the guide to united states popular culture: The Guide to United States Popular Culture Ray
Broadus Browne, Pat Browne, 2001
  the guide to united states popular culture: Profiles of Popular Culture Ray Broadus Browne,
2005 From Hank Williams to hip hop, Aunt Jemima to the Energizer Bunny, scrap-booking to
NASCAR racing, this volume--edited by a pioneer in the field-invites readers to reflect on a sampling
of modern myths, icons, archetypes, and rituals. Ray B. Browne has mined both scholarly and
mainstream media to bring together penetrating essays on fads and fashions, sports fandom, the
shaping of body image, the marketing of food, vacationing and sightseeing, toys and games, genre
fiction, post-9/11 entertainment, and much more.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Pop Culture Shirley Fedorak, 2009-01-01 This
text is important for any introductory anthropology course, particularly in conveying to students the
relevance of anthropology by engaging with the very aspects of popular culture that are significant
in their everyday lives. - Kristin L. Dowell, University of Oklahoma
  the guide to united states popular culture: Popular Culture in a New Age Marshall
Fishwick, 2014-06-11 With a Foreword by Dr. Fishwick's student--Tom Wolfe.This book redefines
popular culture in the light of the revolutionary changes brought about by the information revolution
and the digital divide. It explores the phenomenal growth and extension of popular culture in the last
decade and ties in the vast changes brought about by technology and the Internet. In an era when
American television and the Internet reach virtually every corner of the globe, Popular Culture in a
New Age shows how the poorly understood and often underestimated area known as popular culture
affects all of our lives.Beginning with an evaluation of the millennium celebrations and the enormous
error of Y2K madness, Popular Culture in a New Age then moves on to the “New Gold Rush” brought
about by technology and takes a hard look at its risks. The book examines a wide variety of pop
culture phenomena such as carnivals, celebrities, and the road from nineteenth century humbuggery
(P. T. Barnum's term) to today's hype.In Popular Culture in a New Age you'll learn about: the three
faces of popular culture: folk, fake, and pop--how they relate and how they differ today's popular
icons the empire of Disney World Marshall McLuhan, our era's most profound and shocking
electronic thinker African-American popular culture and style Popular Culture in a New Age gives
characterization to the postmodern world in a chapter on “postmodern pop,” followed by the shift
from civil religion to civil disobedience and the “myth of success.” This insightful book will help you
understand the way we eat, think, vote, and respond to our fast-changing world in the era of hype,
spin doctors, chat rooms, and jargon.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Why Forests? Why Now? Frances Seymour,
Jonah Busch, 2016-12-27 Tropical forests are an undervalued asset in meeting the greatest global
challenges of our time—averting climate change and promoting development. Despite their
importance, tropical forests and their ecosystems are being destroyed at a high and even increasing
rate in most forest-rich countries. The good news is that the science, economics, and politics are



aligned to support a major international effort over the next five years to reverse tropical
deforestation. Why Forests? Why Now? synthesizes the latest evidence on the importance of tropical
forests in a way that is accessible to anyone interested in climate change and development and to
readers already familiar with the problem of deforestation. It makes the case to decisionmakers in
rich countries that rewarding developing countries for protecting their forests is urgent, affordable,
and achievable.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Hispanic New York Claudio Iván Remeseira,
2010 Over the past few decades, a wave of immigration has turned New York into a microcosm of
the Americas and enhanced its role as the crossroads of the English- and Spanish-speaking worlds.
Yet far from being an alien group within a mainstream and supposedly pure Anglo America, people
referred to as Hispanics or Latinos have been part and parcel of New York since the beginning of the
city's history. They represent what Walt Whitman once celebrated as the Spanish element of our
nationality. Hispanic New York is the first anthology to offer a comprehensive view of this
multifaceted heritage. Combining familiar materials with other selections that are either out of print
or not easily accessible, Claudio Iván Remeseira makes a compelling case for New York as a
paradigm of the country's Latinoization. His anthology mixes primary sources with scholarly and
journalistic essays on history, demography, racial and ethnic studies, music, art history, literature,
linguistics, and religion, and the authors range from historical figures, such as José Martí, Bernardo
Vega, or Whitman himself, to contemporary writers, such as Paul Berman, Ed Morales, Virginia
Sánchez Korrol, Roberto Suro, and Ana Celia Zentella. This unique volume treats the reader to both
the New York and the American experience, as reflected and transformed by its Hispanic and Latino
components.
  the guide to united states popular culture: 21st-Century TV Dramas Amy M. Damico, Sara
E. Quay, 2016-02-12 In its exploration of some of the most influential, popular, or critically
acclaimed television dramas since the year 2000, this book documents how modern television
dramas reflect our society through their complex narratives about prevailing economic, political,
security, and social issues. Television dramas have changed since the turn of the 21st century—for
the good, many would say, as a result of changes in technology, the rise of cable networks, and
increased creative freedom. This book approaches the new golden age of television dramas by
examining the programs that define the first 15 years of the new century through their complex
narratives, high production value, star power, popularity, and enthusiastic fan culture. After an
introduction that sets the stage for the book's content, thematic sections present concise chapters
that explore key connections between television dramas and elements of 21st-century culture. The
authors explore Downton Abbey as a distraction from contemporary class struggles, patriarchy and
the past in Game of Thrones and Mad Men, and portrayals of the dark hero protagonist in The
Sopranos, Dexter, and Breaking Bad, as a few examples of the book's coverage. With its
multidisciplinary perspectives on a variety of themes—terrorism, race/class/gender, family dynamics,
and sociopolitical and socioeconomic topics— this book will be relevant across the social sciences
and cultural and media studies courses.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Sing Me a Sankey Mel R. Wilhoit, 2024-06-14 A
vivid and detailed new biography of one of the nineteenth century's most influential church
musicians, colleague of famed evangelist Dwight L. Moody, whose songbooks became ubiquitous
among American and British Christians.
  the guide to united states popular culture: The Boy Detectives Michael G. Cornelius,
2014-01-10 Much has been written about the girl sleuth in fiction, a feminist figure embodying all
the potential wit and drive of girlhood. Her male counterpart, however, has received much less
critical attention despite his popularity in the wider culture. This collection of 11 essays examines
the boy detective and his genre from a number of critical perspectives, addressing the issues of
these young characters, heirs to the patriarchy yet still concerned with first crushes and soda shop
romances. Series explored include the Hardy Boys, Tow Swift, the Three Investigators, Christopher
Cool and Tim Murphy, as well as works by Astrid Lindgren, Mark Haddon and Joe Meno.



  the guide to united states popular culture: Fight Sports and American Masculinity
Christopher David Thrasher, 2015-07-02 Throughout America's past, some men have feared the
descent of their gender into effeminacy, and turned their eyes to the ring in hopes of salvation. This
work explains how the dominant fight sports in the United States have changed over time in
response to broad shifts in American culture and ideals of manhood, and presents a narrative of
American history as seen from the bars, gyms, stadiums and living rooms of the heartland. Ordinary
Americans were the agents who supported and participated in fight sports and determined its vision
of masculinity. This work counters the economic determinism prevalent in studies of American fight
sports, which overemphasize profit as the driving force in the popularization of these sports. The
author also disputes previous scholarship's domestic focus, with an appreciation of how American
fight sports are connected to the rest of the world.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Grinding California Konstantin Butz,
2014-03-15 »Grinding California« provides the first academic analysis of the subculture of skate
punk at book-length. It establishes highly critical evaluations of the discourses that influenced early
skateboarding and punk cultures. Based on an examination of songs, flyers, magazines, and videos,
Konstantin Butz revisits American popular cultures of the 1980s and approaches them from a variety
of theoretical and methodological angles. He introduces contemplations of the rebellious potential
that can be located within skate punk's material and corporeal contestations of the site-specific
locale of suburban Southern California. Theoretical recourses to thinkers such as Gilles Deleuze,
Félix Guattari, Jean Baudrillard and Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht are topped off with excerpts from
interviews with some of the most influential protagonists of the 1980s skate punk scene.
  the guide to united states popular culture: The Cultural Matrix Orlando Patterson,
2015-02-09 The Cultural Matrix seeks to unravel an American paradox: the socioeconomic crisis and
social isolation of disadvantaged black youth, on the one hand, and their extraordinary integration
and prominence in popular culture on the other. This interdisciplinary work explains how a complex
matrix of cultures influences black youth.
  the guide to united states popular culture: Star Trek and the British Age of Sail Stefan
Rabitsch, 2018-12-06 Clear all moorings, one-half impulse power and set course for a mare
incognitum... A popular culture artifact of the New Frontier/Space Race era, Star Trek is often
mistakenly viewed as a Space Western. However, the Western format is not what governs the
worldbuilding of Star Trek, which was, after all, also pitched as Hornblower in space. Star Trek is
modeled on the world of the British Golden Age of Sail as it is commonly found in the genre of sea
fiction. This book re-historicizes and remaps the origins of the franchise and subsequently the
entirety of its fictional world--the Star Trek continuum--on an as yet uncharted transatlantic bearing.
  the guide to united states popular culture: United States History James Warren Oberly,
1995
  the guide to united states popular culture: Symposium , 2007
  the guide to united states popular culture: The Secret Origins of Comics Studies Matthew
Smith, Randy Duncan, 2017-09-19 In The Secret Origins of Comics Studies, today’s leading comics
scholars turn back a page to reveal the founding figures dedicated to understanding comics art.
Edited by comics scholars Matthew J. Smith and Randy Duncan, this collection provides an in-depth
study of the individuals and institutions that have created and shaped the field of Comics Studies
over the past 75 years. From Coulton Waugh to Wolfgang Fuchs, these influential historians,
educators, and theorists produced the foundational work and built the institutions that inspired the
recent surge in scholarly work in this dynamic, interdisciplinary field. Sometimes scorned, often
underappreciated, these visionaries established a path followed by subsequent generations of
scholars in literary studies, communication, art history, the social sciences, and more. Giving not
only credit where credit is due, this volume both offers an authoritative account of the history of
Comics Studies and also helps move the field forward by being a valuable resource for creating
graduate student reading lists and the first stop for anyone writing a comics-related literature
review.



  the guide to united states popular culture: Resources in Education , 1999
  the guide to united states popular culture: A Companion to Popular Culture Gary Burns,
2016-05-02 A Companion to Popular Culture is a landmark survey of contemporary research in
popular culture studies that offers a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the field. Includes
over two dozen essays covering the spectrum of popular culture studies from food to folklore and
from TV to technology Features contributions from established and up-and-coming scholars from a
range of disciplines Offers a detailed history of the study of popular culture Balances new
perspectives on the politics of culture with in-depth analysis of topics at the forefront of popular
culture studies
  the guide to united states popular culture: Anthropology Matters! Shirley Fedorak,
2007-02-01 This simple and accessible book highlights anthropology's relevance to students'
everyday lives. Introductory students will love it! - Todd Sanders, University of Toronto
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