the grass dancer susan power

The Grass Dancer Susan Power: A Deep Dive into the Novel and Its Author

the grass dancer susan power is more than just a title; it is a gateway into the rich tapestry of
Native American culture, spirituality, and storytelling. This novel, penned by Susan Power, has
captivated readers with its intricate narrative and profound exploration of identity, tradition, and the
connection between past and present. If you're curious about what makes this work such a landmark
in Native American literature, or if you want to understand Susan Power’s unique voice and
background, this article will guide you through it all.

Who is Susan Power?

Before delving into the novel itself, it’s important to understand the author behind the work. Susan
Power is a Native American writer of Standing Rock Sioux and French-American descent. Born and
raised in a family deeply rooted in Sioux culture, Power brings authentic perspectives to her
storytelling. Her background in anthropology and creative writing enriches her narratives, allowing
her to weave together history, myth, and contemporary issues seamlessly.

Power’s writing is known for its lyrical prose and cultural depth. She has been praised for
illuminating Native American experiences without resorting to stereotypes, instead offering nuanced
characters and stories that resonate universally. Her debut novel, The Grass Dancer, published in
1994, won the American Book Award and established her as a significant voice in contemporary
Native literature.

Exploring The Grass Dancer: Themes and Storyline

At its core, The Grass Dancer Susan Power presents a multi-generational saga that spans decades,
interlacing the lives of various characters on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation. The novel’s
structure is non-linear, inviting readers to piece together stories of love, loss, spirituality, and
survival.

Spirituality and Connection to Land

One of the defining features of The Grass Dancer is its vivid portrayal of Native spirituality. The
novel explores the idea that the land itself is alive, holding memories and spirits that influence the
present. The titular "grass dancer" refers to a traditional dance that symbolizes renewal and respect
for nature. Through this lens, Power emphasizes how indigenous identity is inseparable from the
land.

This spiritual connection also manifests in the characters’ abilities to communicate with ancestors
and spirits, blurring the boundaries between the physical and spiritual worlds. For readers
unfamiliar with Native American beliefs, these elements offer an immersive look into a worldview



where nature and humanity coexist in harmony.

Identity and Cultural Preservation

Another major theme in The Grass Dancer is the struggle to maintain cultural identity amid external
pressures. The characters grapple with the legacy of colonization, forced assimilation, and the
challenge of preserving traditions in a modern world. Power’s storytelling highlights the resilience of
Native communities and the importance of storytelling itself as a form of cultural preservation.

The novel addresses how younger generations reconcile their heritage with contemporary life, a
subject that resonates widely in Native American literature. Through vivid characters and poignant
moments, Power invites readers to consider the complexities of identity formation in marginalized
communities.

Why The Grass Dancer Stands Out in Native American
Literature

The Grass Dancer Susan Power is often discussed alongside other seminal works by Native authors
such as Louise Erdrich and Sherman Alexie. What sets Power’s novel apart is its deep immersion in
Sioux culture and its use of magical realism to convey spiritual truths.

Rich Narrative Structure

Unlike traditional linear storytelling, The Grass Dancer uses interwoven narratives that jump across
time and perspective. This approach challenges readers to engage actively with the text, piecing
together the connections between ancestors and descendants. The novel’s structure mirrors the
cyclical nature of indigenous storytelling traditions, where time is not strictly chronological but
layered.

Language and Symbolism

Power’s prose is poetic and symbolic, filled with motifs that highlight the natural world and cultural
rituals. The grass dance itself becomes a symbol of continuity, healing, and community strength.
Throughout the book, symbols like the eagle, the bison, and sacred ceremonies enrich the narrative,
providing layers of meaning that reward attentive readers.

Impact and Legacy of The Grass Dancer Susan Power

Since its publication, The Grass Dancer has been celebrated for bringing Native perspectives to a
broader audience. It has been included in academic curricula and continues to inspire discussions



around indigenous identity and storytelling.

Educational Importance

Educators often use The Grass Dancer to introduce students to Native American history and culture
through literature. Its multi-faceted narrative encourages critical thinking about history, memory,
and cultural survival. The novel provides a valuable counterpoint to mainstream American narratives
by centering indigenous voices.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Susan Power’s work has paved the way for other Native authors to explore similar themes with
authenticity and creativity. Her blending of myth and reality has influenced modern Native American
literature, encouraging writers to experiment with form while honoring tradition.

Tips for Reading The Grass Dancer

If you're new to Susan Power or Native American literature in general, The Grass Dancer might
initially seem complex due to its narrative style and cultural references. Here are some helpful tips
to enhance your reading experience:

e Take notes: Keep track of characters and timelines to better understand the interconnected
stories.

* Research cultural references: Learning about Sioux traditions and the significance of
dances like the grass dance can deepen your appreciation.

» Read slowly: Power’s lyrical language benefits from a slower pace, allowing you to savor the
imagery and symbolism.

e Discuss with others: Joining a book club or online discussion can provide new insights and
perspectives.

Where to Find The Grass Dancer and Susan Power’s
Other Works

The Grass Dancer remains in print and is widely available through bookstores, libraries, and online
platforms. For readers interested in exploring more of Susan Power’s writing, her short stories and
essays also offer compelling glimpses into Native life and identity.



Many editions of the novel include introductions or notes that provide additional context, which can
be especially helpful for those unfamiliar with the cultural background.

The Grass Dancer Susan Power stands as a beautifully crafted narrative that invites readers into a
world where tradition, spirit, and history converge. Through her vivid storytelling and commitment
to authentic representation, Susan Power has gifted the literary world a work that resonates deeply
and continues to inspire meaningful conversations around culture and identity. Whether you are a
seasoned reader of Native literature or discovering it for the first time, The Grass Dancer offers an
enriching experience that lingers long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Grass Dancer'?

Susan Power is the author of 'The Grass Dancer.' She is an acclaimed Native American writer known
for her rich storytelling.

What is the main theme of 'The Grass Dancer' by Susan
Power?

'The Grass Dancer' explores themes of Native American identity, spirituality, and the
interconnectedness of past and present through magical realism and multi-generational storytelling.

What cultural background does 'The Grass Dancer' by Susan
Power represent?

'The Grass Dancer' is deeply rooted in the culture and traditions of the Dakota Sioux people,
reflecting their history, customs, and spirituality.

When was 'The Grass Dancer' by Susan Power first published?

‘The Grass Dancer' was first published in 1994 and received critical acclaim, including the
Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award for best first novel.

How does Susan Power incorporate Native American
spirituality in 'The Grass Dancer'?

Susan Power weaves Native American spirituality into 'The Grass Dancer' through storytelling
elements such as visions, ceremonies, and the presence of ancestral spirits, offering a profound
connection to indigenous beliefs.



Additional Resources

The Grass Dancer Susan Power: An In-Depth Exploration of Cultural Resonance and Literary Craft

the grass dancer susan power stands as a seminal work in Native American literature, often
celebrated for its intricate storytelling and profound engagement with Indigenous identity. Susan
Power, a member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, crafts a narrative that weaves together myth,
history, and contemporary experience, positioning The Grass Dancer as both a literary achievement
and a cultural touchstone. This article delves into the novel's thematic complexity, narrative
structure, and Susan Power's unique voice, situating the work within the broader landscape of
Native American literature and American fiction.

The Grass Dancer Susan Power: Contextual Background

Published in 1994, The Grass Dancer marked Susan Power’s debut novel and immediately garnered
critical attention, including winning the prestigious Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award. Power’s
background as a lawyer and her deep connection to Sioux heritage inform the novel’s authenticity
and depth. Unlike many mainstream narratives, The Grass Dancer offers an insider’s perspective
into Native American spirituality and community life, challenging stereotypes and expanding the
literary representation of Indigenous peoples.

The Grass Dancer is set primarily on the Standing Rock Reservation, bridging the late 19th century
and the 20th century. It employs a multi-generational framework that illuminates the ongoing
struggles and resilience of Native American communities. This dual timeline enriches the narrative,
allowing readers to experience the continuity and transformation of cultural practices and personal
identities.

Narrative Structure and Style

One of the most distinctive features of The Grass Dancer susan power is its complex narrative
structure. The novel employs multiple narrators, shifting perspectives, and non-linear timelines. This
mosaic storytelling technique mirrors Indigenous oral traditions, where stories are often communal
and layered. Through this approach, Power creates a tapestry of voices—both human and
spiritual—that convey the interconnectedness central to the novel’s themes.

Power’s prose is lyrical yet accessible, blending poetic descriptions with sharp, vivid dialogue. The
narrative voice often shifts between first-person and third-person perspectives, offering both
intimacy and breadth. This stylistic choice not only enhances character development but also
immerses readers in the spiritual and cultural dimensions of the story.

The Role of Spirituality and Mythology

The Grass Dancer is deeply rooted in Sioux spirituality and mythology, integral to understanding the
novel’s essence. The titular “grass dance” is a traditional ceremony, symbolizing renewal and
connection to the earth. Throughout the novel, ritual and myth serve as conduits for healing and



identity affirmation. Power incorporates elements such as vision quests, spirit animals, and ancestral
voices, which enrich the narrative and provide a framework for the characters’ journeys.

This spiritual dimension distinguishes The Grass Dancer from other contemporary Native American
novels that may focus more heavily on political or social issues. Instead, Power’s work emphasizes
the sacred as a vital force in personal and communal survival.

Character Development and Themes

Susan Power crafts multifaceted characters whose personal stories intersect with larger cultural
narratives. Central figures such as Rudy Yellow Lodge and Thomas Builds-the-Fire embody the
tension between tradition and modernity. Their experiences reveal themes of trauma, memory, and
reconciliation that resonate throughout the novel.

Key themes explored in The Grass Dancer include:

e Identity and Heritage: The novel interrogates what it means to be Native American in a
contemporary world, balancing ancestral legacy with present realities.

e Healing and Redemption: Characters confront personal and collective wounds, often finding
solace through spiritual practices and community support.

e Connection to Land: The landscape is more than a setting; it is a living entity intertwined
with cultural survival.

e Intergenerational Trauma: The novel addresses historical violence and its lingering effects
on Native communities.

These themes are not only literary devices but also reflect broader Indigenous concerns, making The
Grass Dancer a vital text for understanding Native American resilience.

Susan Power’s Contribution to Native American
Literature

The Grass Dancer susan power occupies a significant position within Native American literary
canon. Power’s work is often compared to that of Louise Erdrich and Leslie Marmon Silko, authors
known for their narrative innovations and cultural insights. However, Power’s particular emphasis
on Sioux spiritual traditions and the interweaving of mythological and historical elements offers a
distinctive voice.

Her novel challenges mainstream publishing norms by prioritizing Indigenous epistemologies and
storytelling techniques. This approach has encouraged greater visibility for Native authors and
expanded the scope of American literature to include diverse worldviews.



Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Works

When juxtaposed with other Native American novels of the late 20th century, The Grass Dancer
stands out for its experimental narrative form and deep spiritual engagement. For example:

1. Compared to Louise Erdrich’s Love Medicine: Both novels utilize multi-generational family
sagas and multiple narrators, but Power places more explicit emphasis on ceremonial life and
myth.

2. Compared to Sherman Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven:
Alexie’s work often adopts a more satirical and urban tone, while Power’s narrative is rooted
in reservation life and spirituality.

3. Compared to Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony: Like Silko, Power integrates traditional
stories with contemporary issues, but The Grass Dancer employs a denser narrative layering
and a broader temporal scope.

These distinctions highlight Susan Power’s unique contribution to the evolving dialogue within
Native American fiction.

Critical Reception and Impact

From its release, The Grass Dancer received acclaim for its poetic language, cultural authenticity,
and innovative storytelling. Critics praised Power’s ability to convey the complexities of Native
American life without resorting to didacticism or romanticization. The novel’s reception helped pave
the way for increased interest in Indigenous narratives among mainstream readers and scholars.

Academically, The Grass Dancer is frequently studied in courses on Native American literature,
postcolonial studies, and ethnographic fiction. Its layered approach invites diverse interpretations,
from literary analysis to cultural anthropology.

However, some critiques note that the novel’s non-linear structure and dense symbolism may
challenge readers unfamiliar with Sioux traditions. This aspect, while a potential barrier, also

underscores the novel’s commitment to honoring Indigenous epistemologies rather than conforming
to conventional Western storytelling.

Pros and Cons of The Grass Dancer as a Literary Work

¢ Pros: Rich cultural representation, innovative narrative style, strong character development,
integration of spirituality and mythology.

e Cons: Complex structure may be difficult for some readers, requires cultural knowledge for



full appreciation, occasional narrative fragmentation.

These factors contribute to the novel’s reputation as both a challenging and rewarding read.

The Grass Dancer Susan Power’s Legacy in
Contemporary Literature

With decades since its publication, The Grass Dancer continues to influence writers and readers
alike. Susan Power’s work has inspired a new generation of Native authors who seek to represent
Indigenous voices with authenticity and innovation. Furthermore, the novel’s themes of cultural
survival and spiritual resilience remain relevant amid ongoing discussions about Indigenous rights
and identity.

In addition to its literary significance, The Grass Dancer has impacted educational curricula,
promoting greater understanding of Native American histories and worldviews. Its success
demonstrates the importance of diverse narratives in enriching American literature and fostering
cross-cultural dialogue.

The grass dancer susan power ultimately serves as a bridge—linking past and present, myth and
reality, individual and community—offering profound insights into the complexities of Native
American life through the lens of a compelling and masterfully told story.

The Grass Dancer Susan Power

the grass dancer susan power: The Grass Dancer Mona Susan Power, 1997-04-01 Inspired
by the lore of her Sioux heritage, this “captivating”(New York Times Book Review)
critically-acclaimed novel from Mona Susan Power weaves the stories of the old and the young, of
broken families, romantic rivals, men and women in love and at war... Set on a North Dakota
reservation, The Grass Dancer reveals the harsh price of unfulfilled longings and the healing power
of mystery and hope. Rich with drama and infused with the magic of the everyday, it takes readers
on a journey through both past and present—in a tale as resonant and haunting as an ancestor's
memory, and as promising as a child's dream. WINNER OF THE PEN/HEMINGWAY AWARD FOR
DEBUT NOVEL

the grass dancer susan power: A Study Guide for Susan Power's "The Grass Dancer" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Susan Power's The Grass Dancer, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

the grass dancer susan power: NOVELS FOR STUDENTS CENGAGE LEARNING. GALE,
2016

the grass dancer susan power: American Indian Themes in Young Adult Literature Paulette F.
Molin, 2005-04-20 This book analyzes American Indian characters and themes in young adult
literature, outlining plots and evaluating content from a native perspective. Teachers, librarians,


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/the-grass-dancer-susan-power.pdf

parents, and young adult readers seeking information about American Indian-themed literature for
young adults will want to consult this resource. It points out works that foster misinformation and
stereotypes, but examines the growing number of authors that counteract such messages as well.
The book also includes a bibliography that will lead audiences to further reading.

the grass dancer susan power: Companion to Literature Abby H. P. Werlock, 2009 Praise for
the previous edition:Booklist/RBB Twenty Best Bets for Student ResearchersRUSA/ALA Outstanding
Reference Source ... useful ... Recommended for public libraries and undergraduates.

the grass dancer susan power: Encyclopedia of American Indian Literature Jennifer
McClinton-Temple, Alan Velie, 2015-04-22 Presents an encyclopedia of American Indian literature in
an alphabetical format listing authors and their works.

the grass dancer susan power: The Grass Dancer Susan Power, 1994 Varm og indforstaet
skildring af livet i en sioux-stamme i North Dakota, fortalt bagleens, fra 1981 gennem generationer
tilbage til 1864.

the grass dancer susan power: Mixedblood Messages Louis Owens, 2001 In this challenging
and often humorous book, Louis Owens examines issues of Indian identity and relationship to the
environment as depicted in literature and film and as embodied in his own mixedblood roots in
family and land. Powerful social and historical forces, he maintains, conspire to colonize literature
and film by and about Native Americans into a safe Indian Territory that will contain and neutralize
Indians. Countering this colonial Territory is what Owens defines as Frontier, a dynamic,
uncontainable, multi-directional space within which cultures meet and even merge. Owens offers
new insights into the works of Indian writers ranging from John Rollin Ridge, Mourning Dove, and
D'Arcy McNickle to N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Silko, James Welch, and Gerald Vizenor. In his
analysis of Indians in film he scrutinizes distortions of Indians as victims or vanishing Americans in a
series of John Wayne movies and in the politically correct but false gestures of the more recent
Dances With Wolves. As Owens moves through his personal landscape in Oklahoma, Mississippi,
California, and New Mexico, he questions how human beings collectively can alter their disastrous
relationship with the natural world before they destroy it. He challenges all of us to articulate,
through literature and other means, messages of personal and environmental — as well as
cultural—survival, and to explore and share these messages by writing and reading across cultural
boundaries.

the grass dancer susan power: The Shade of the Saguaro / La sombra del saguaro.
Essays on the Literary Cultures of the American Southwest / Ensayos sobre las culturas
literarias del suroeste norteamericano Gaetano Prampolini, Annamaria Pinazzi, 2013 This
volume springs from that fruitful project of scientific cooperation between the humanities
departments of Universita di Firenze and University of Arizona which was the Forum for the Study of
the Literary Cultures of the Southwest (2000-2007). Tri-cultural, at least (Native, Hispanic and
Anglo-American), and multi-lingual, today's Southwest presents a complex coexistence of different
cultures, the equal of which would be hard to find elsewhere in the United States. Of this virtually
inexhaustible object of study, the essays here collected tackle an ample range of themes. While the
majority of them are concerned with the literatures of the Southwest, still a good third falls into the
fields of history, art history, ethnography, sociology or cultural studies. They are partitioned in four
sections, the first three reflecting the chronology of the stratification of the three major cultures and
the fourth highlighting one of the most sensitive topics in and about contemporary Southwest - the
borderlands/la frontera

the grass dancer susan power: A Face in the Rock Loren R. Graham, 1998-08-10 Loren
Graham's steady vision and painstaking research result in a fascinating and poignant story. A Face
in the Rock is very true, very touching.—Louise Erdrich, author of The Bingo Palace A delightfully
spirited and engaging book.—Leo Marx, author of The Machine in the Garden A Face in the Rock is a
rare treasure—it reads like a legend or a fairy tale escaping from the passages of a textbook. This is
American history at its best—an enthralling story that should not be forgotten.—Susan Power,
author of The Grass Dancer



the grass dancer susan power: Breastfeeding in American Women'’s Literature Wendy
Whelan-Stewart, 2024-09-18 Rather than rarities, literary depictions of women breastfeeding infants
are more common in American literature than recognized. In some cases, readers have dismissed
such portrayals as scenic background or strokes of verisimilitude. In other cases, we have failed to
register them at all. By cataloging and closely reading scenes of characters breastfeeding across the
nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries, this book decodes the beliefs of writers as
celebrated as Willa Cather, Toni Morrison, and Louise Erdrich and as current as Camille Dungy,
Maggie Nelson, and Torrey Peters. It traces in these authors’ fantasies and fears the consistent and
sometimes competing cultural ideologies that accrue over decades and find expression in
breastfeeding scenes. Despite the different historical and cultural expectations of what a mother
should be and do, twentieth and twenty-first-century women writers have consistently singled out
maternal pleasure—a mother’s privileging of her own desire—as the most important theme attending
scenes of breastfeeding.

the grass dancer susan power: Books I've Read Deborah Needleman, 2013-03-20 For avid
readers who see books as a vital part of their lives and homes, this beautifully illustrated reading
journal is a decorative object in itself. Whether you read print books, ebooks, or a bit of both, Books
I've Read will serve as a tangible keepsake of your reading experiences. The journal features an
elegant three-piece case and is filled with Virginia Johnson's full-color illustrations of impressive
home libraries and cozy reading corners from Deborah Needleman's home décor guide The Perfectly
Imperfect Home. It also contains recommended reading lists from a variety of reputable sources
(Pulitzer Prize, Man Booker, and National Book Award winners, Modern Library's 100 Best Novels,
BBC's Best Novels, etc.), as well as prompts for making your own lists (Most Beautiful Books, Books
I've Given as Gifts, Books I Loved as a Child).

the grass dancer susan power: Children's and YA Books in the College Classroom Emily
Dial-Driver, Jim Ford, Sara N. Beam, 2015-03-06 Using children's and young adult literature is a
great way to enhance a variety of college classes in fields as varied as biology, computer game
development, political science and history. This collection of new essays by educators from a number
of disciplines describes how to use such works as Where the Wild Things Are, The Tale of Peter
Rabbit, Swamp Thing, Percy Jackson, and Harry Potter to introduce complex concepts and spark
interest in difficult subjects. The contributors describe innovative teaching strategies using
dystopian fiction, graphic narratives, fairy tales and mythology. Often overlooked or dismissed by
teachers, children's literature can support student learning by raising levels of academic rigor,
creativity and critical thinking.

the grass dancer susan power: Louise Erdrich Lorena Laura Stookey, 1999-09-30 Louise
Erdrich, following in the Native American narrative tradition has, crafted enduring tales of
homecomings. Her widely acclaimed debut novel Love Medicine garnered prestigious awards, and
quickly made its way onto bestseller lists and into readers' hearts. In this full-length critical volume,
Stookey uncovers the layers of wisdom and humor embedded in Erdrich's engaging writing. Stookey,
analyzing each novel in turn, examines the characters and themes that recur in Erdrich's canon of
interconnected stories. This insightful analysis helps students and lovers of fine literature approach
Erdrich's work with greater appreciation for her bold narrative style. This study begins with a
fascinating biographical account, tracing early influences in Louise Erdrich's life. The subsequent
chapter discusses Erdrich's place in literary tradition, as a novelist, a poet, and a storyteller. It also
offers lucid analysis of how Erdrich skillfully manages to reconcile traditional and experimental
approaches to the construction of her novels. A full chapter then examines each novel in terms of
literary style, plot, character development, and theme. Alternate critical approaches to Erdrich's
writing are also given for each of her six major works to date. A bibliography and lists of general
criticism, biographical sources, and reviews complete this volume, making it an indispensable
resource for any reader seeking to develop a greater understanding of Erdrich's writings.

the grass dancer susan power: The Challenges of Native American Studies Barbara
Saunders, 2004 The essays gathered in this volume celebrate the founding of the American Indian



Workshop (AIW) twenty-five years ago as a European forum for Native American studies. We present
this collection of ongoing debates on the interlaced and interlocking arena of Native American
studies and its complicated relation with Native Americans themselves. These debates tie in with
such questions as: Can Native American studies shake off its past and deal with the complexity of
political and academic issues in the present? Why, by whom and for whom is research conducted
within this domain and who decides what the next step should be? This volume is a modest response
to these questions, to the validation and substantiation of the cat's cradle of practices of the many
disciplines that comprise Native American studies, and an attempt to ask the right questions, to get
past the imperial categories, and to thoughtfully mediate and reorientate perspectives.

the grass dancer susan power: Postcolonial Imaginings David Punter, 2000 This deeply
engaging, historically, and culturally informed book provides new perspectives on a wide range of
writers, and at the same time provides a radically new development of many of the most pertinent
issues in the field of postcolonial writing and theory. It constitutes a major new engagement between
the postcolonial and a conception of the literary that is richly innovative in its deployment of
psychoanalytic, deconstructive, and other approaches to the text. The book begins with some brief
background to the issue of decolonization and its contemporary effects. It is informed throughout by
a clear sense of literary and political context, within which chosen texts--by well-known writers
(Derek Walcott, Chinua Achebe, Edward Kamau Brathwaite) as well as less well-known ones (Joan
Riley, Susan Power, Abdulrazak Gurnah) and writers not often seen in a postcolonial context (James
Kelman, Seamus Deane, Hanif Kureishi)--can be situated. The chapters that follow are based around
themes such as violent geographics; hallucination, dream and the exotic; mourning and melancholy;
diaspora and exile; delocalization and the alibi. This profoundly new approach to the complexities of
the postcolonial allows the reader to appreciate some of the richness, but at the same time the
political and cultural ambivalence, which underlies postcolonial writing. Throughout the book David
Punter continually questions, as one would expect from his many previous books, the definition and
scope of the postcolonial. It is seen throughout as a phenomenon not restricted to the ex- or
neo-colonies but as a key characterisation of all our lives at the beginning of the twenty-first century.
It is an indissoluble part of the development of national imaginings and, at the same time, an alibi for
the emergence of a violently assertive new world order committed to the management and
obliteration of difference. By juxtaposing texts from different cultural traditions and topographies,
from Things Fall Apart to The Bone People, from Anot

the grass dancer susan power: Her Quest for Self: a Journey Gayreen Lyngdoh, 2015-10-14
To journey into the pages of this book is to journey into the colourful world of Chinese and
Chinese-American culture, into slivers of history, into gender politics, into myth and, perhaps, even
into ourselves. In the private struggles and triumphs of Pearl S. Bucks and Amy Tans women
characters, in their quest to re-frame and re-define themselves and their lives, echo the universal
experience of women in time and space: the stories of love and loss, the yearnings and heartaches,
the joys and sorrows, the laughter and the tears and, above all, their quiet strength and resilience in
the face of great odds and injustices that, more often than not, have marked the female experience
through generations. The book will, no doubt, strike a chord in the hearts of the readers and offer a
fascinating insight into the heart of a womans world and, what it is to be a woman. Pearl S. Buck and
Amy Tan, the two authors revisited in this book, may both be described as writers who have, in their
own ways, written about the lives of women. Through their work, they challenged patriarchal
assumptions about women, by attempting to fashion a distinctive feminine voice that allows for the
articulation of womens experiences in their own voices, and /or through the female perspective. This
book takes a re-look at the women characters in select novels of these two writers, examining and
analysing their experiences and subjectivities as they journey in quest of the self. Special attention is
drawn to the role of stories/storytelling as a potent means of female expression and of bridging
multifarious human divides. The urgency of reframing and reinterpreting popular myths as a way of
critiquing and changing mindsets (where these need to be changed), is also explored in depth. The
book is, therefore, a critical and insightful study of the works of two women that, although written in



different periods, yet, intersect in these pages. The novels studied are those relating specifically to
China and the Chinese/Chinese-American experience, the main subject being the Chinese woman,
both in her own local space as well as outside of it. Storytelling enables the transmission and
perpetuation of values, culture and history which, [as depicted here], are crucial to self-knowledge,
and to an understanding of ones place and identity in the universe . The self that is represented in
these novels [therefore], is not a self in isolation, but a self that is a part and parcel of the human
tapestry where race, gender, culture and history meet and intersect.

the grass dancer susan power: The Evolution of the Western Martin Kich, 2024-09-05
Explore the enduring influence of the Western - the quintessential American film genre - and its
essential role in US and world culture. Follow the entire history of the Western, from its roots in the
pulp novels of the early 20th century, through the serials of the silent era and the mid-century
classics of John Ford and John Wayne, to the recent award-winning revisionist works, like
Unforgiven and No Country for Old Men, that provide a more complex and nuanced take on history
of the West. Perhaps more than any other pop culture genre, the Western allows us to view how
Americans have seen themselves over the last 150 years. Build a foundational understanding of the
genre with 5 introductory essays, exploring the development of the Western Mythos in the
traditional Western, the heyday of the traditional Western in the post-WWII period, revisionist
Westerns and the counterculture, race and identify, and the Western outside of the USA. Close to
100 encyclopedia entries examine one or more movies or television programs and show how their
creation and plots demonstrate the overall evolution of the genre. Easily compare films and TV
programs - from early genre favorites such as Gunsmoke to more recent releases like Django
Unchained - with essential facts boxes accompanying each entry, with information on the director,
studio, key actors, and box office receipts.

the grass dancer susan power: Coming Into Contact Ann A. Merrill, lan Marshall, Daniel ].
Philippon, Adam W. Sweeting, 2010-01-25 A snapshot of ecocriticism in action, Coming into Contact
collects sixteen previously unpublished essays that explore some of the most promising new
directions in the study of literature and the environment. They look to previously unexamined or
underexamined aspects of literature's relationship to the environment, including swamps,
internment camps, Asian American environments, the urbanized Northeast, and lynching sites. The
authors relate environmental discourse to practice, including the teaching of green design in
composition classes, the restoration of damaged landscapes, the persuasive strategies of
environmental activists, the practice of urban architecture, and the impact of human technologies on
nature. The essays also put ecocriticism into greater contact with the natural sciences, including
elements of evolutionary biology, biological taxonomy, and geology. Engaging both ecocritical theory
and practice, these authors more closely align ecocriticism with the physical environment, with the
wide range of texts and cultural practices that concern it, and with the growing scholarly
conversation that surrounds this concern.

the grass dancer susan power: Auto/Biography across the Americas Ricia A. Chansky,
2016-08-05 Auto/biographical narratives of the Americas are marked by the underlying themes of
movement and belonging. This collection proposes that the impact of the historic or contemporary
movement of peoples to, in, and from the Americas—whether chosen or forced—motivates the ways
in which identities are constructed in this contested space. Such movement results in a cyclical
quest to belong, and to understand belonging, that reverberates through narratives of the Americas.
The volume brings together essays written from diverse national, cultural, linguistic, and
disciplinary perspectives to trace these transnational motifs in life writing across the Americas.
Drawing on international scholars from the seemingly disparate regions of the Americas—North
America, the Caribbean, and Latin America—this book extends critical theories of life writing beyond
limiting national boundaries. The scholarship included approaches narrative inquiry from the fields
of literature, linguistics, history, art history, sociology, anthropology, political science, pedagogy,
gender studies, critical race studies, and indigenous studies. As a whole, this volume advances
discourse in auto/biography studies, life writing, and identity studies by locating transnational



themes in narratives of the Americas and placing them in international and interdisciplinary
conversations.
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