
the gospel of mary of magdala
The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: Unveiling a Hidden Voice in Early Christianity

the gospel of mary of magdala is one of the most intriguing and mysterious
texts discovered among early Christian writings. Unlike the canonical gospels
found in the New Testament, this gospel offers a unique perspective
attributed to Mary Magdalene, a figure often overshadowed in traditional
Christian narratives. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala provides fascinating
insights into early Christian beliefs, spirituality, and the role of women in
the nascent church. Today, it continues to captivate scholars, theologians,
and spiritual seekers alike.

What Is the Gospel of Mary of Magdala?

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala is an apocryphal text, meaning it is not part
of the accepted biblical canon but still holds historical and religious
significance. It is believed to have been written in the 2nd century, though
its teachings may reflect even earlier traditions. The text is primarily
known from a fragmentary Coptic manuscript discovered in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, notably in the Berlin Codex. This gospel stands out
because it centers on Mary Magdalene as a prominent disciple who receives
secret teachings from Jesus, challenging traditional male-dominated
interpretations of early Christian authority.

Mary Magdalene’s Role in Early Christianity

In the canonical gospels, Mary Magdalene is often depicted as a devoted
follower of Jesus, witness to his crucifixion and resurrection. However, the
Gospel of Mary of Magdala elevates her to a position of spiritual leadership
and insight. It portrays Mary as a disciple who not only understands Jesus’
teachings deeply but also comforts and instructs the other apostles after
Jesus’ death. This portrayal has fueled debates about her true role and
status in the early church.

Key Themes and Teachings in the Gospel of Mary
of Magdala

The gospel offers a rich tapestry of spiritual ideas, many of which diverge
from orthodox Christianity. It emphasizes inner knowledge, the soul’s
journey, and the overcoming of material attachments, reflecting Gnostic
influences.



The Inner Journey and Soul’s Liberation

One of the central themes in the Gospel of Mary of Magdala is the soul’s
ascent beyond the physical world. The text describes the soul as encountering
various powers and obstacles after death, symbolizing the struggle to
transcend earthly limitations. This journey of the soul resonates with many
Gnostic texts that stress salvation through knowledge (gnosis) rather than
faith alone.

The Role of Knowledge and Revelation

Unlike the emphasis on faith in mainstream Christianity, this gospel
highlights direct revelation and personal insight. Mary Magdalene is shown
receiving secret teachings from Jesus, which she shares with the other
disciples. This focus on esoteric knowledge challenges the traditional
hierarchy and suggests a more mystical and individualized approach to
spirituality.

Conflict and Leadership Among the Disciples

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala also depicts tension between Mary and other
disciples, particularly Peter, who questions her authority. This narrative
reveals early Christian struggles over leadership and doctrinal control,
hinting at diverse communities with varying interpretations of Jesus’
message.

The Historical and Cultural Context of the
Gospel

Understanding the Gospel of Mary of Magdala requires situating it within the
broader landscape of early Christian diversity. During the first few
centuries CE, Christianity was not a monolithic faith but a collection of
diverse groups with differing beliefs about Jesus, salvation, and church
authority.

Gnosticism and Early Christian Diversity

The gospel is often associated with Gnostic Christianity, a movement that
flourished in the 2nd century and emphasized secret knowledge and spiritual
enlightenment. Gnostic texts frequently portrayed the material world as
flawed or evil, advocating for a spiritual awakening to escape this realm.
The Gospel of Mary of Magdala fits within this framework, offering



alternative views on salvation and the nature of the soul.

Why Was the Gospel of Mary of Magdala Suppressed?

Given its radical ideas and the prominent role it assigns to a woman, it’s
unsurprising that the Gospel of Mary of Magdala was marginalized and excluded
from the biblical canon. Early church leaders sought to unify Christian
doctrine and often suppressed texts that challenged orthodox views or
threatened established authority, particularly those elevating women’s
spiritual roles.

The Significance of the Gospel of Mary of
Magdala Today

The rediscovery of the Gospel of Mary of Magdala has had profound
implications for both historical scholarship and contemporary spirituality.

Reevaluating Mary Magdalene’s Legacy

For centuries, Mary Magdalene’s image was shaped by misconceptions, often
conflated with a repentant sinner or reduced to a peripheral figure. The
gospel invites a reexamination of her as a central disciple, teacher, and
spiritual leader, inspiring modern movements that celebrate women’s
leadership in religious contexts.

Insights for Modern Spiritual Seekers

The emphasis on inner knowledge and personal revelation in the Gospel of Mary
of Magdala resonates with many contemporary spiritual seekers who look beyond
institutional religion. Its call to transcend material attachments and
embrace a deeper understanding of the soul’s journey offers valuable guidance
for those exploring mystical and contemplative paths.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite its appeal, the Gospel of Mary of Magdala also raises challenging
questions about the formation of Christian doctrine and the historical
erasure of alternative voices. Engaging with this text encourages critical
thinking about religious authority and the diversity of early Christian
experiences.



Exploring the Text: What Can We Learn?

While the surviving manuscript of the Gospel of Mary of Magdala is
incomplete, the fragments available provide rich material for study.

Mary’s Vision: The gospel recounts a vision Mary has where she receives
divine insight, highlighting her unique spiritual connection.

Dialogue with the Disciples: The conversations between Mary and the
apostles reveal early theological debates and the struggle for
recognition.

Concepts of Sin and Salvation: The text presents a nuanced understanding
of sin, focusing on ignorance and attachment rather than guilt, and
proposes salvation through enlightenment.

These elements encourage readers to think deeply about the nature of faith,
knowledge, and spiritual authority.

How to Approach the Gospel of Mary of Magdala

If you’re interested in exploring the Gospel of Mary of Magdala, here are
some tips to get started:

Read Multiple Translations: Since the original text is fragmentary and1.
ancient, consulting different translations and scholarly interpretations
helps grasp its full meaning.

Contextualize Historically: Understanding the historical and cultural2.
background of early Christianity and Gnosticism enriches your reading
experience.

Reflect on Its Spiritual Themes: Consider how its messages about inner3.
knowledge and the soul’s journey relate to your own spiritual beliefs or
questions.

Engage with Scholarly Commentary: Books and articles by historians and4.
theologians can provide valuable perspectives on the gospel’s
significance and controversies.

Approaching the text with an open mind and critical curiosity can transform
your understanding of early Christian history and spirituality.



The Gospel of Mary of Magdala invites us to reconsider long-held assumptions
about faith, authority, and the role of women in religious history. As we
continue to uncover and reflect upon these ancient voices, we gain not only
historical insight but also inspiration for spiritual exploration in the
modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Gospel of Mary of Magdala?
The Gospel of Mary of Magdala is an ancient apocryphal text attributed to
Mary Magdalene, presenting her teachings and perspectives on Jesus' message,
emphasizing inner spiritual knowledge.

When and where was the Gospel of Mary discovered?
The Gospel of Mary was discovered in the late 19th century as part of the
Berlin Codex (Papyrus Berolinensis 8502), dating to the 5th century, but the
text itself is believed to have been composed in the 2nd century.

Why is the Gospel of Mary significant in Christian
history?
The Gospel of Mary is significant because it offers an alternative view of
early Christian teachings, highlighting Mary Magdalene as a prominent
disciple and spiritual leader, challenging traditional patriarchal
narratives.

What are the main themes of the Gospel of Mary?
The main themes include the soul's journey after death, the importance of
inner spiritual knowledge over external rituals, and the role of Mary
Magdalene as a teacher and interpreter of Jesus' teachings.

How does the Gospel of Mary of Magdala differ from
canonical gospels?
Unlike the canonical gospels, the Gospel of Mary focuses on esoteric
teachings and dialogues between Mary and the disciples, portraying her as a
key figure with special insight, which is largely absent in the New
Testament.

Additional Resources
The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: An Analytical Exploration of an Early



Christian Text

the gospel of mary of magdala stands as one of the most intriguing and
enigmatic texts discovered among early Christian writings. Unlike the
canonical gospels, this apocryphal scripture offers a unique perspective on
the teachings attributed to Jesus Christ, focusing on Mary Magdalene as a
central figure. Its discovery has sparked significant scholarly debate
regarding its origins, theological implications, and the role of women in
early Christianity. This article delves into the historical context, content,
and significance of the Gospel of Mary of Magdala, shedding light on why it
continues to captivate theologians, historians, and religious scholars alike.

Historical Context and Discovery

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala is part of a collection of texts known as the
Nag Hammadi library, unearthed in 1945 near Nag Hammadi, Egypt. This cache of
ancient manuscripts, dating to the 3rd or 4th century CE, includes several
Gnostic gospels, which offer alternative Christian teachings diverging from
orthodox doctrines. The Gospel of Mary, believed to have been composed in the
2nd century, survives only in fragmentary form, primarily in Coptic
translation, with some Greek remnants.

Its attribution to Mary Magdalene is noteworthy because canonical gospels
typically depict her as a follower of Jesus but rarely as a theological
authority. The text’s focus on Mary challenges traditional patriarchal
narratives and provides insights into early Christian diversity, especially
regarding gender roles and spiritual knowledge.

Content and Theological Themes

At its core, the Gospel of Mary of Magdala presents Mary Magdalene as a
visionary disciple who imparts secret teachings revealed to her by Jesus. The
text begins with a dialogue between Jesus and his disciples, in which Jesus
encourages Mary to share her insights. This setup immediately positions Mary
as a figure of spiritual authority, contrasting with the skepticism she faces
from male disciples within the narrative.

Mary’s Role as a Teacher and Leader

One of the most remarkable features of the gospel is its portrayal of Mary as
a leader who guides the apostles after Jesus’ death. When Peter questions her
authority, Mary responds with a defense of her direct experience and
knowledge, highlighting tensions about female leadership in early Christian
communities. This aspect of the text has fueled discussions about the
possible marginalization of women’s roles in institutionalized Christianity.



Gnostic Influences and Cosmology

The gospel contains elements characteristic of Gnostic thought, such as an
emphasis on inner spiritual knowledge (gnosis) and a complex cosmology
involving the soul’s journey after death. Mary recounts a vision describing
the soul’s ascent past various hostile powers, a theme that reflects broader
Gnostic concerns with liberation from material entrapment.

This focus on esoteric knowledge and the soul’s salvation differentiates the
text from the more historical and ethical narratives found in the canonical
gospels. It suggests that the Gospel of Mary was intended for a community
seeking a mystical understanding of Jesus’ message.

Comparative Analysis: Canonical vs. Non-
Canonical Perspectives

When compared to the canonical gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—the
Gospel of Mary of Magdala offers several points of divergence. Canonical
texts generally portray Mary Magdalene as a devoted follower who witnesses
the resurrection but rarely grant her a teaching role. Conversely, the Gospel
of Mary elevates her to a position of spiritual insight and leadership.

This distinction highlights early Christian diversity and the existence of
multiple traditions vying for recognition. The gospel’s marginalization
reflects broader historical processes in which certain texts and theological
viewpoints were excluded from the developing Christian canon.

Implications for Understanding Early Christian
Communities

The Gospel of Mary provides evidence that some early Christian groups
embraced more inclusive views concerning gender and spiritual authority. It
underscores the possibility that women like Mary Magdalene held prominent
roles, which were later suppressed or downplayed as orthodox Christianity
solidified its hierarchy.

Moreover, the text’s Gnostic elements reveal that early Christianity was not
monolithic but comprised a spectrum of beliefs and interpretations. This
diversity challenges simplified narratives about Christian origins and
encourages a reevaluation of how religious authority and doctrine evolved.



Scholarly Reception and Debates

Since its discovery, the Gospel of Mary of Magdala has attracted considerable
academic interest. Scholars have debated its date of composition, theological
significance, and historical reliability. Some view it as a valuable window
into marginalized voices within early Christianity, while others caution
against overestimating its influence or authenticity.

The text’s fragmentary state complicates interpretation, leaving gaps that
scholars must fill through conjecture and comparison with other sources.
Nevertheless, its preservation in the Nag Hammadi library situates it firmly
within the milieu of early Christian heterodoxy.

Pros and Cons of the Gospel’s Influence

Pros: The gospel enriches our understanding of early Christian
theological plurality and highlights the potential leadership roles of
women, contributing to modern discussions on gender and religion.

Cons: Its Gnostic themes and non-canonical status mean it was likely
rejected by mainstream Christianity, limiting its historical impact and
raising questions about its doctrinal reliability.

Contemporary Relevance and Interpretations

In recent decades, the Gospel of Mary of Magdala has gained popularity beyond
academic circles, influencing feminist theology and popular spirituality. It
has been embraced by those seeking alternative Christian narratives that
emphasize female empowerment and mystical experience.

The text also challenges traditional perceptions of Mary Magdalene,
transforming her image from a repentant sinner—a portrayal common in Western
Christianity—to a profound spiritual teacher. This reframing aligns with
broader cultural shifts toward reevaluating women’s roles in religious
history.

The Gospel in Modern Scholarship and Media

Books, documentaries, and scholarly conferences frequently examine the Gospel
of Mary, reflecting ongoing fascination with its content. Its appearance in
popular culture and feminist Christian discourse underscores a desire to



recover suppressed voices and to question established religious orthodoxies.

At the same time, responsible scholarship continues to emphasize critical
analysis, cautioning against projecting contemporary values onto ancient
texts without considering their historical context.

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala thus remains a vital subject for understanding
the complexities of early Christian history, theology, and gender dynamics.
Its legacy is not only in what it reveals about the past but also in how it
inspires ongoing dialogue about faith, authority, and inclusivity in the
present day.

The Gospel Of Mary Of Magdala

  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Esther De Boer, 2005-06-20 The success
of Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code has raised new interest in Mary Magdalene and in the Gospel of Mary.
Here, the author examines Mary Magdalene's influence on the beginnings of Christianity and asks
what was her impact and her message? And furthermore, what became of her and her ideas? Esther
de Boer studies the Gospel of Mary (the only Gospel to be named after a woman) to discover what it
reveals about Mary Magdalene and to determine the origin of its portrayal. She argues that the
Gospel of Mary is not a Gnostic writing but is more closely related to the writings of Philo, the letters
of Paul and the Gospel of John. She demonstrates that esteem of Mary Magdalene did not just belong
to the Gnostic tradition but to a broader Christian context. In order to determine this context, the
study identifies the different portrayals of Mary Magdalene in the New Testament, analyses their
concepts of discipleship and their views on women, and investigates their historical 'reality'. Esther
de Boer concludes that the portrayal of Mary Magdalene in the Gospel of Mary is close to that in the
Gospel of John, and investigates the possibility that she is concealed in the Johannine disciple loved
by Jesus.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary of Magdala Karen L. King, 2003 Lost
for more than fifteen hundred years, the Gospel of Mary is the only existing early Christian gospel
written in the name of a woman. Karen L. King tells the story of the recovery of this remarkable
gospel and offers a new translation. This brief narrative presents a radical interpretation of Jesus'
teachings as a path to inner spiritual knowledge. It rejects his suffering and death as a path to
eternal life and exposes the view that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute for what it is--a piece of
theological fiction. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala offers a glimpse into the conflicts and
controversies that shaped earliest Christianity.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospels of Mary Marvin W. Meyer, 2004-04-06 An
analysis of the role of Mary Magdalene in the origins of Christianity presents the Gospel of Mary and
other religious writings, contending that the Church suppressed her story and that she was among
Jesus's closest followers.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: Gospel of Mary of Magdala Karen L King, 2003 Lost for more
than fifteen hundred years, the Gospel of Mary is the only existing early Christian gospel written in
the name of a woman. Karen L. King tells the story of the recovery of this remarkable gospel and
offers a new translation. This brief narrative rejects Jesus' suffering and death as a path to eternal
life and exposes the view that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute for what it is--a piece of theological
fiction. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala offers a fascinating glimpse into the conflicts and
controversies that shaped earliest Christianity.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene Alexander Rigoni, History

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/the-gospel-of-mary-of-magdala.pdf


Academy, 2021-10-10 A gospel, as ancient and authentic as any of the gospels that the Christian
bible contains, was buried deep in the Egyptian desert after an edict was sent out in the 4th century
to have all copies of it destroyed. Fortunately, some rebel monks were wise enough to refuse - and
thanks to their disobedience and spiritual bravery, we have several manuscripts of the only gospel
that was written in the name of a woman: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. Restores to the forefront
of the Christian tradition the importance of the divine feminine and offers a new perspective on the
life of one of the most controversial figures in the Western spiritual tradition. Also known as Miriam
of Magdala, Mary Magdalene was considered by the apostle John to be the founder of Christianity
because she was the first witness to the Resurrection. Mary's gospel reveals a radical love that sits
at the heart of the Christian story. Her gospel says that we are not sinful; we are not to feel ashamed
or unworthy for being human. In fact, our purpose is to be fully human, to be a true human being -
that is, a person who has remembered that, yes, we are a messy, limited ego, and we are also a
limitless soul. And all we need to do is to turn inward (again and again); to meditate, like Mary
Magdalene, in the way her gospel directs us, so that we can see past the ego of our own little lives to
what's more real, and lasting, and infinite, and already here, within. This brief narrative presents a
radical interpretation of Jesus' teachings as a path to inner spiritual knowledge. It rejects his
suffering and death as a path to eternal life. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene sheds new light on his
relationship with his favorite follower. The wisdom in this inspiring collection of texts is wholly
relevant to our lives today, addressing the questions of good and evil, sin and suffering, and the path
to salvation. The Lost Gospel of Mary Magdalene reveals secrets that have been hiding in plain sight
for millennia. The author has done it again, he has fully interpreted every verse leaving no stone
unturned, and what is revealed is astonishing. Knowledge that has been kept secret by the church
for nearly two thousand years is laid bare for all to see, thereby ending the greatest deception
mankind has ever suffered. An in-depth study of the heart-centered teachings of Mary Magdalene *
Reveals Mary Magdalene as a gifted visionary teacher and the best qualified disciple to lead the
Jesus movement after his death * translates and introduces the Gnostic and New Testament texts
that together reveal the story and importance of Mary Magdalene. * discloses the long-suppressed
story of Mary's vital role in the life of Jesus and in the formative period after his crucifixion. *
presents as authentically as possible the real Mary Magdalene. Discovered in fragments in Egypt in
1945, The Gospel of Mary remains one of the most controversial texts of early Christianity. This
translation of Mary's teachings, from the original Greek and Coptic, offers a unique new perspective.
No secret oral tradition as extensive as this has ever been recorded, and none has ever presented a
Gnostic view of Mary Magdalene as she is portrayed in this groundbreaking work―as a powerful
holy woman, the innermost disciple and beloved wife of Jesus, and a Christed woman who is coequal
with Jesus in the Christ revelation. The veil has been lifted. Discover the Gospel truth about the most
myth-understood woman of the New Testament. With her own eyes, she saw him. With her own ears,
she heard him. With her own hands, she touched him.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene Jean-Yves Leloup, 2002-02-01
Restores to the forefront of the Christian tradition the importance of the divine feminine • The first
complete English-language translation of the original Coptic Gospel of Mary, with line-by-line
commentary • Reveals the eminence of the divine feminine in Christian thought • Offers a new
perspective on the life of one of the most controversial figures in the Western spiritual tradition
Perhaps no figure in biblical scholarship has been the subject of more controversy and debate than
Mary Magdalene. Also known as Miriam of Magdala, Mary Magdalene was considered by the apostle
John to be the founder of Christianity because she was the first witness to the Resurrection. In most
theological studies she has been depicted as a reformed prostitute, the redeemed sinner who
exemplifies Christ's mercy. Today's reader can ponder her role in the gospels of Philip, Thomas,
Peter, and Bartholomew--the collection of what have come to be known as the Gnostic gospels
rejected by the early Christian church. Mary's own gospel is among these, but until now it has
remained unknown to the public at large. Orthodox theologian Jean-Yves Leloup's translation of the
Gospel of Mary from the Coptic and his thorough and profound commentary on this text are



presented here for the first time in English. The gospel text and the spiritual exegesis of Leloup
together reveal unique teachings that emphasize the eminence of the divine feminine and an abiding
love of nature over the dualistic and ascetic interpretations of Christianity presented elsewhere.
What emerges from this important source text and commentary is a renewal of the sacred feminine
in the Western spiritual tradition and a new vision for Christian thought and faith throughout the
world.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Secret Teachings of Mary Magdalene Claire Nahmad,
Margaret Bailey, 2012-01-01 This in-depth commentary on the lost material of The Gospel of Mary
Magdalene presents Jesus’ most important—and misunderstood—disciple as you’ve never seen her
before Discovered in fragments in Egypt in 1945, The Gospel of Mary remains one of the most
controversial texts of early Christianity. This translation of Mary’s teachings, from the original Greek
and Coptic, offers a unique new perspective: authors Claire Nahmad and Margaret Bailey utilized
“inner listening” to uncover lost material, and they present Mary’s ideas in the form of a dialogue
between the (risen) Savior and His disciples. Most importantly, The Secret Teachings of Mary
Magdalene includes a description by Mary of special revelations given to her by Jesus. Nahmad and
Bailey argues that Mary was not just the consort of Christ but the feminine Christ herself, and in
their view, the partnership between Jesus and Mary exemplifies the crucial balance of male and
female in spiritual and corporeal life. It’s an interpretation that uncovers a rich subtext in Mary's
words, offering wisdom on an extraordinary range of concerns—from the origins of the human race
to the pathway to Christlike consciousness.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: Mary of Magdala Marinella Perroni, Cristina Simonelli, 2019
Two authors examine Mary Magdalene, her role in the early Church, and how the evolution of how
she was viewed impacted the status of women in the early Church.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Crucifixion of Mary Magdalene Richard J. Hooper,
2005 A careful study of Christian origins and detailed analysis of all the canonical, apocryphal and
Gnostic Gospels in which Mary Magdalene appears. Considered the first apostle of Christianity by
early Christians, the author explains why the patriarchs of the early church found it necessary,
instead, to reinvent Mary as a wanton woman, rather than Jesus' most favored disciple.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: Mary Magdalene Revealed Meggan Watterson, 2021-01-19
--WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER-- The Gospel of Mary Magdalene reveals a very different
love story from the one we've come to refer to as Christianity. Harvard-trained theologian Meggan
Watterson leads us verse by verse through Mary's gospel to illuminate the powerful teachings it
contains. A gospel, as ancient and authentic as any of the gospels that the Christian bible contains,
was buried deep in the Egyptian desert after an edict was sent out in the 4th century to have all
copies of it destroyed. Fortunately, some rebel monks were wise enough to refuse-and thanks to
their disobedience and spiritual bravery, we have several manuscripts of the only gospel that was
written in the name of a woman: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. Mary's gospel reveals a radical
love that sits at the heart of the Christian story. Her gospel says that we are not sinful; we are not to
feel ashamed or unworthy for being human. In fact, our purpose is to be fully human, to be a true
human being- that is, a person who has remembered that, yes, we are a messy, limited ego, and we
are also a limitless soul. And all we need to do is to turn inward (again and again); to meditate, like
Mary Magdalene, in the way her gospel directs us, so that we can see past the ego of our own little
lives to what's more real, and lasting, and infinite, and already here, within. With searing clarity,
Watterson explains how and why Mary Magdalene came to be portrayed as the penitent prostitute
and relates a more historically and theologically accurate depiction of who Mary was within the
early Christ movement. And she shares how this discovery of Mary's gospel has allowed her to
practice, and to experience, a love that never ends, a love that transforms everything.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: Mary Magdalene from the New Testament to the New Age
and Beyond Edmondo F. Lupieri, 2019-10-14 An international team of twenty scholars under
Edmondo F. Lupieri’s direction produced Mary Magdalene from the New Testament to the New Age
and Beyond. While the historical figure of the Magdalene may be lost forever, the construction of her



literary images and their transformations and adaptations over the centuries are a lively testimony
to human creativity and faith. Different pictures of Mary travelled through time and space, from
history to legend and mythology, crossed religious boundaries, going beyond the various
Christianities, to become a “sign of contradiction” for many. This book describes a special case of
biblical reception history, that of the New Testament figure of a woman whose presence at the side
of Jesus has been disturbing for some, but proves to be inspiring for others.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary MARK M. MATTISON, 2013-08-05 Lost
and forgotten for more than a thousand years, the only ancient Gospel named after a woman apostle
emerged from the sands of Egypt just over a century ago. Originally written in Greek early in the
second century and later translated into Coptic, Mary Magdalene's Gospel comes to vivid life in this
fresh translation with contemporary reflections on the ancient wisdom of this recovered treasure.
Note on the cover artwork: The title format on the front cover is patterned after the inscription at
the conclusion of the fifth-century Coptic text of the Gospel According to Mary.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene , 2013
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene Joseph Lumpkin, 2006-05-25
The story of Mary empowers us. To many, she is the captive, possessed, enslaved, caught in the
midst of crime and tragedy, but at once redeemed, set free, and loved by God himself. She is hope
and triumph. She represents the power of truth and love to change the life of the lowest and most
powerless of us. She is you and me in search of God. The Gospel of mary Magdalene serves to shake
our concepts and assumptions of early Christianity. Did Jesus give Mary special and personal
knowledge and teaching? Did he take Mary to be his wife? Could the couple have produced children?
Gnostic theology leaves open the possibility. Peter said to Mary; Sister we know that the Savior
loved you more than all other women. Tell us the words of the Savior that you remember and know,
but we have not heard and do not know. Mary answered him and said; I will tell you what He hid
from you. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospels of Mary Marvin W. Meyer, Esther A. De Boer,
2009-09-15 Mary Magdalene, Jesus's Closest Disciple Marvin Meyer, one of the foremost scholars of
the Gnostic Gospels: translates and introduces the Gnostic and New Testament texts that together
reveal the story and importance of Mary Magdalene includes new translations of the Gospels of
Mary, Thomas, Philip, and related texts about Mary Magdalene discloses, with Esther A. De Boer,
the long-suppressed story of Mary's vital role in the life of Jesus and in the formative period after his
crucifixion presents as authentically as possible the real Mary Magdalene
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Magdalene Mystique Betty Conrad Adam, 2006 Offers
an overview of the Gospel of Mary; and reviews the Church's long history of misunderstanding her.
This work offers advice, prayers and liturgy for living Magdalene spirituality.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: Mary Magdalene Ingrid Maisch, 1998 Ingrid Maisch in this
study of Mary Magdalene leads her readers throughout the centuries, developing the images of
Mary current in each era, showing that she is always a bellwether for the image of woman at a
particular time.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Christopher Tuckett, 2007-08-23 This
volume, the first in a major new series which will provide authoritative texts of key non-canonical
gospel writings, comprises a critical edition, with full translations, of all the extant manuscripts of
the Gospel of Mary. In addition, an extended Introduction discusses the key issues involved in the
interpretation of the text, as well as locating it in its proper historical context, while a Commentary
explicates points of detail. The gospel has been important in manyrecent discussions of
non-canonical gospels, of early Christian Gnosticism, and of discussions of the figure of Mary
Magdalene. The present volume will provide a valuable resource for all future discussions of this
important early Christian text.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene Daniel F. Owsley, 2012-03-20
The Gospel of Mary Magdalene is a 2,000 year old document that needs to be amplified unto the
heavens since there are some very interesting thoughts within. 'tis a must read for every Christian



who wants to study to show themselves approuved unto God. And this document is added proof that
Christ rose from the dead since it deals with one of His appearences after His spirit passed on into
our great beyond. So sit back and relax and dare to look at this forbidden knowledge of good that
some early Christians frowned upon just because it was penned by a woman. And as this document
is studied some of the voices of tthe apostles ring out clear enough to give the reader some idea as
to their personalities.
  the gospel of mary of magdala: At Jesus' Feet Doug Batchelor, 2001 Someone to love me.
That's all she wanted--all anyone really wants. We are all addicts, sinaholics, says the author, trying
to fill with various addictions a gaping void in our hearts designed for God. Take Mary Magdalene.
She was a prosperous prostitute, but her life was one sad, sordid story--until she met Someone who
loved her with a pure, unconditional love. Ever afterward the shame of her past was eclipsed by her
absolute devotion to the One who set her free.
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