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Teaching Functional Language Language Intervention Series: Empowering
Communication Skills

teaching functional language language intervention series is an essential
approach in speech therapy and language education that focuses on practical
communication skills. Unlike traditional language learning that often
emphasizes grammar and vocabulary in isolation, this intervention series
prioritizes the way language is used in everyday situations to achieve
meaningful interaction. The goal is to help individuals—whether children or
adults—develop the ability to express needs, make requests, engage in social
exchanges, and navigate daily life effectively through language.

If you’'re a speech-language pathologist, educator, or caregiver looking to
enhance your understanding of functional language teaching, this article will
walk you through the key components, strategies, and benefits of a structured
intervention series designed to foster real-world communication.

Understanding Functional Language and Its
Importance

Functional language refers to the practical use of language in daily
activities. It’s not just about knowing words or constructing sentences
correctly; it’s about using language as a tool to make things happen. This
includes requesting help, greeting others, asking questions, or even
expressing emotions. For individuals with communication challenges—such as
those with autism spectrum disorder, speech delays, or language
impairments—mastering functional language is crucial for independence and
social integration.

Why Focus on Functional Language?

While traditional language instruction might focus heavily on syntax and
semantics, functional language teaching emphasizes:

- **Communication effectiveness:** Making sure the message gets across.

- **Contextual relevance:** Using language appropriate to the situation and
listener.

- **Social interaction skills:** Engaging in back-and-forth conversations.
- **Independence:** Helping learners achieve autonomy in communication.

By honing these skills, learners are better equipped to participate in



classroom activities, family interactions, and community life.

Components of a Teaching Functional Language
Language Intervention Series

A well-designed intervention series for teaching functional language
typically includes several stages and elements tailored to individual needs.
Here’s what you can expect:

Assessment and Goal Setting

Before beginning any intervention, it’s vital to assess the learner’s current
language abilities. This includes evaluating receptive (understanding) and
expressive (speaking or signing) language, social communication skills, and
the contexts in which the individual needs to communicate. Based on this,
specific, measurable goals are established—such as being able to request
items independently or initiate greetings with peers.

Modeling and Naturalistic Teaching

Functional language grows best in natural contexts. The intervention series
often incorporates modeling—where the therapist or teacher demonstrates
appropriate language use—and naturalistic teaching methods that embed
learning opportunities in everyday routines. For example, during snack time,
prompting a child to ask for more juice encourages spontaneous communication.

Use of Visual Supports and AAC Tools

For learners with limited verbal skills, augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC) tools like picture exchange systems, communication
boards, or speech-generating devices become essential. Visual supports help
bridge gaps and provide consistent cues that facilitate language use.

Reinforcement and Generalization

Positive reinforcement encourages learners to use functional language
consistently. The intervention series also emphasizes generalization—ensuring
that skills learned in therapy carry over to real-life settings like home,
school, or community environments.



Effective Strategies for Teaching Functional
Language
Implementing a teaching functional language language intervention series

requires a combination of evidence-based strategies and creativity to
maintain engagement and promote learning.

1. Scripted Role-Playing

Role-playing familiar scenarios such as ordering at a café or asking for help
in a classroom allows learners to practice phrases and responses. This method
builds confidence and reduces anxiety when encountering similar situations
outside therapy.

2. Incorporating Play-Based Learning

Especially for young learners, play is a natural context for language use.
Structured play sessions with peers or adults provide opportunities to
practice turn-taking, making requests, and commenting.

3. Prompting Hierarchies

Using a systematic approach to prompting—from least to most intrusive-—helps
learners become more independent over time. Verbal prompts, gestures, or
physical assistance are gradually faded as the individual gains mastery.

4. Video Modeling

Showing videos of people using functional language in real-life situations
can be a powerful teaching tool. Learners can observe, imitate, and
eventually incorporate these skills into their own communication.

Tailoring Intervention to Diverse Learners

Each individual’s communication profile is unique, and the teaching
functional language language intervention series must be flexible.



Supporting Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD)

Children with ASD often benefit from highly structured sessions, visual
schedules, and consistent routines. Interventions may also emphasize social
communication, such as initiating interactions and understanding nonverbal
cues.

Working with Adults with Aphasia or Traumatic Brain
Injury

For adults recovering from brain injuries, functional language intervention
focuses on regaining everyday communication skills like making phone calls,
asking for assistance, or engaging in social conversations. Therapy often
incorporates compensatory strategies and assistive technology.

Measuring Progress and Outcomes

Tracking improvements in functional language use helps guide ongoing
intervention and provides motivation for learners and families.

Data Collection Techniques

Therapists may use checklists, video recordings, or observational notes to
document how often and how effectively the learner uses targeted language
functions.

Celebrating Small Wins

Recognizing incremental progress encourages continued effort and highlights
the practical impact of therapy on daily living.

Tips for Caregivers and Educators Supporting
Functional Language Development

Successful functional language intervention extends beyond therapy sessions.
Caregivers and teachers play a pivotal role in reinforcing skills.



Create opportunities: Encourage communication by setting up situations
where language is needed.

Be patient: Allow extra time for responses and avoid rushing.

Use clear and simple language: Model easy-to-understand phrases.

Celebrate attempts: Praise efforts even if the message isn’t perfect.

Collaborate with professionals: Share observations and strategies to
maintain consistency.

Engaging in everyday conversations, reading stories aloud, and involving
learners in decision-making are all ways to nurture functional language
growth.

Teaching functional language language intervention series offers a practical,
person-centered path to clearer communication and greater independence. By
focusing on meaningful interactions and real-life applications, this approach
transforms language learning into a tool for connection rather than just an
academic exercise. Whether through play, technology, or structured practice,
empowering individuals to express themselves functionally opens doors to
richer relationships and fuller participation in the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Teaching Functional Language’
intervention series?

The 'Teaching Functional Language' intervention series is a structured
program designed to help individuals, particularly children with language
impairments, develop practical communication skills necessary for everyday
interactions.

Who can benefit from the 'Teaching Functional
Language' intervention series?

The series is beneficial for speech-language pathologists, educators,
parents, and caregivers working with children or individuals who have
language delays, autism spectrum disorder, or other communication challenges.

What types of functional language skills are
targeted in the series?

The series targets skills such as requesting, commenting, answering



questions, social greetings, turn-taking in conversations, and other
essential communicative functions.

How is the 'Teaching Functional Language' series
typically delivered?

It is usually delivered through a combination of direct instruction,
modeling, role-playing, and naturalistic teaching strategies, often supported
by visual aids and reinforcement techniques.

What makes the 'Teaching Functional Language' series
different from traditional language therapy?

Unlike traditional therapy that may focus heavily on vocabulary or grammar,
this series emphasizes practical, real-world communication skills to improve
functional interactions in daily life.

Can the 'Teaching Functional Language' intervention
series be customized for individual needs?

Yes, the series is designed to be flexible, allowing practitioners to tailor
activities and goals based on the specific communication needs and abilities
of each learner.

Are there any digital resources available as part of
the 'Teaching Functional Language' series?

Many versions of the series include digital components such as interactive
apps, video modeling, and downloadable worksheets to enhance engagement and
ease of use.

How do practitioners measure progress in the
'Teaching Functional Language' intervention series?

Progress is typically measured through observational checklists, data
collection on target behaviors, and regular assessments to track improvements
in functional communication.

What are some best practices when using the
'Teaching Functional Language' intervention series?

Best practices include consistent practice across settings, involving
caregivers, using naturalistic reinforcement, and adapting materials to the
learner's interests and daily routines to maximize engagement and
generalization.



Additional Resources

Teaching Functional Language Language Intervention Series: A Professional
Review

teaching functional language language intervention series has emerged as a
critical approach within speech-language pathology and special education
frameworks aimed at enhancing communicative competence. This intervention
series focuses on equipping learners—often children with language delays or
disorders—with practical language skills that facilitate effective
interaction in everyday contexts. As communication remains a fundamental
pillar for social integration and academic success, the importance of
targeted functional language teaching cannot be overstated.

In this article, we explore the design, implementation, and effectiveness of
teaching functional language language intervention series, analyzing their
role in contemporary therapeutic and educational settings. We also examine
relevant methodologies, key features, and considerations that practitioners
must weigh when adopting such intervention programs.

Understanding the Core of Functional Language
Intervention

Functional language refers to the use of language for practical purposes in
real-life situations. Unlike purely academic language instruction, which
might emphasize grammatical accuracy or vocabulary acquisition in isolation,
functional language teaching prioritizes communication that fulfills
immediate needs—making requests, expressing feelings, asking questions, and
participating in social exchanges.

The teaching functional language language intervention series is structured
to address these pragmatic aspects systematically. It often involves a
progression from simple to complex communicative acts, tailored to the
learner’s developmental level and specific communication challenges. This
approach aligns closely with social-pragmatic theories of language
development, which highlight the importance of context and interaction over
rote learning.

Key Components of a Functional Language Intervention
Series

A comprehensive intervention series designed to teach functional language
typically incorporates the following elements:

* Assessment and Baseline Establishment: Initial evaluations identify the



learner’s current communicative abilities, pinpointing strengths and
areas needing support.

e Goal Setting: Specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound
(SMART) goals ensure targeted progress in functional language skills.

e Contextualized Learning Activities: Lessons and exercises simulate or
involve real-world situations where language is used functionally.

e Multimodal Instruction: Integration of verbal, visual, gestural, and
tactile cues to support comprehension and expression.

e Generalization Strategies: Techniques to help learners transfer skills
from therapy sessions to natural environments such as home or school.

* Progress Monitoring: Ongoing data collection and analysis to adjust
instruction and verify effectiveness.

These structured components ensure that the teaching functional language
language intervention series moves beyond theoretical knowledge to practical,
meaningful communication enhancement.

Effectiveness and Evidence-Based Outcomes

Recent empirical studies underscore the efficacy of functional language
interventions in promoting communicative competence among children with
diverse language impairments, including autism spectrum disorder (ASD),
developmental language disorder (DLD), and speech delays. For example,
research published in the Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research
highlights that children engaged in interventions emphasizing pragmatic
language use show significant improvements in initiating conversations and
social reciprocity.

Comparative analyses suggest that while traditional language therapy focusing
on syntax and semantics remains important, incorporating functional language
teaching yields superior outcomes in real-life communicative scenarios. This
is particularly relevant in inclusive classrooms where social interaction
skills directly influence peer relationships and academic participation.

However, the effectiveness of these programs hinges on practitioner expertise
and fidelity of implementation. Speech-language pathologists must be adept at
customizing intervention sequences and employing dynamic assessment tools to
maintain alignment with individual learner needs.



Integrating Technology in Functional Language
Intervention

Technological advancements have introduced new dimensions to the teaching
functional language language intervention series. Digital applications,
interactive software, and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC)
devices are increasingly incorporated to facilitate engagement and
accessibility.

For instance, tablet-based programs with customizable scenarios allow
learners to practice requesting, commenting, or turn-taking in virtual
environments, offering immediate feedback and reinforcement. AAC devices
empower non-verbal or minimally verbal individuals by providing alternative
modes for functional communication.

While technology enriches intervention possibilities, it also presents
challenges such as ensuring equitable access and avoiding over-reliance on
devices at the expense of naturalistic interaction. Therefore, balanced
integration remains a recommended best practice.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementation

Implementing teaching functional language language intervention series 1is
complex and requires attention to multiple factors:

e Individual Differences: Learners present with diverse cognitive,
sensory, and socio-emotional profiles, necessitating flexible
intervention strategies.

e Environmental Factors: Support from families, educators, and peers
greatly influences the generalization of functional language skills.

e Resource Availability: Time constraints, funding, and access to
materials can impact the scope and intensity of intervention delivery.

e Cross-disciplinary Collaboration: Effective communication among speech
therapists, teachers, psychologists, and caregivers is essential for
cohesive programming.

Professionals must navigate these challenges thoughtfully to maximize the
benefits of functional language interventions.



Training and Professional Development

Given its specialized nature, the teaching functional language language
intervention series demands ongoing professional development for
practitioners. Training programs often emphasize pragmatic language theory,
intervention techniques, progress monitoring, and cultural responsiveness.

Workshops, certification courses, and peer collaboration forums contribute to
skill enhancement and knowledge exchange. Moreover, staying current with
research findings enables practitioners to apply evidence-based best
practices, thereby improving intervention outcomes.

Future Directions and Innovations

The field is witnessing emerging trends that may redefine how functional
language interventions are conceptualized and delivered. These include
personalized learning algorithms powered by artificial intelligence, virtual
reality scenarios for immersive communication practice, and expanded use of
telepractice to reach underserved populations.

Moreover, there is increasing advocacy for integrating functional language
teaching within broader inclusive education frameworks, emphasizing
naturalistic social communication rather than isolated therapy sessions.

As research continues to evolve, the synergy between technology, theory, and
practice promises to enhance the efficacy and accessibility of teaching
functional language language intervention series.

The ongoing refinement of these intervention models reflects a commitment to

empowering individuals with language difficulties to achieve meaningful
participation in their communities.

Teaching Functional Language Language Intervention Series

teaching functional language language intervention series: Teaching Functional
Language Steven F. Warren, Ann K. Rogers-Warren, 1985

teaching functional language language intervention series: Teaching English Learners in
Inclusive Classrooms Elva Duran, 2020-08-11 This newly revised text, Teaching English Learners in
Inclusive Classrooms, updates and expands upon issues of great concern to those working with
students who are English learners as well as having special learning challenges. Given the
unacceptable school drop-out rates of these students, this book provides practical tools and
strategies for educators to approach the unique learning needs of these students. It draws upon the
most current laws and research in the interconnected fields of bilingual and multicultural education,
language and literacy, and special needs. Additionally, Dr. Durédn draws upon her extensive
experiences via classroom teaching, university-level instruction, and textbook writing in these fields



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/teaching-functional-language-language-intervention-series.pdf

to present a highly useful compendium of ideas. The range of chapters exemplifies the width and
breadth of this material. A sampling of these chapters include topics such as functional language,
teaching students with more extensive needs, working with cross-cultural and linguistic diverse
students in the U.S. and Central America, helping students with autism and includes information in
the area of transition for mild/moderate and students with more extensive needs. There is also
information as before on literacy and a chapter in the content subjects as it relates to social studies
as well as a chapter on families of cross-cultural students. Many of the chapters look to use of direct
instruction approaches that have proven to be successful strategies in addressing these educational
areas. Teachers and teacher trainers will find this clear, well-written text to be an invaluable
resource in addressing the needs of myriad and unique students.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Teaching the Moderately and
Severely Handicapped Student and Autistic Adolescent Elva Duran, 1988

teaching functional language language intervention series: Effective Practices for
Children with Autism James K. Luiselli, Dennis C. Russo, Walter P. Christian, Susan M. Wilcyznski,
2008-03-13 Children who have autism require comprehensive educational and treatment services.
There are a myriad of approaches currently recommended to practitioners and parents, but little is
known about their efficacy. Which are the most effective in teaching skills, overcoming behavior
challenges, and improving quality of life? Methods must be based in research settings, but be easily
extended to real world settings where children with autism live, go to school, socialize, and recreate.
Identifying and validating effective practices is a complex and multi-faceted process, but an essential
one for responsible research and practice. This book brings together multiple and contemporary
perspectives on intervention effectiveness for autism education and behavior support. With
contributors from a variety of disciplines and orientations, Effective Practices for Children with
Autism presents a critical appraisal of current practice standards, emphasizing empirically
supported procedures and research-to-practice applications. By bringing together a diverse group of
authors, the editors have ensured that the vast field of information on interventions for children with
autism is thoroughly examined, and that no topic has gone untouched. Written for practitioners,
research scientists, and clinicians, the book is an essential framework for evaluating educational and
treatment procedures, selecting those that are most effective, and evaluating outcomes.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Current Catalog National
Library of Medicine (U.S.), First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.

teaching functional language language intervention series: National Library of Medicine
Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.),

teaching functional language language intervention series: Resources in Education ,
2001-04

teaching functional language language intervention series: Handbook of School-Family
Partnerships Sandra L. Christenson, Amy L. Reschly, 2010-06-10 Family and community involvement
are increasingly touted as a means of improving both student and school-level achievement. This has
led to an increase in policies, initiatives and goals designed to address family involvement in schools.
Once recognized and implemented, such family-school partnerships can lead to the following
benefits: enhanced communication and coordination between parents and educators; continuity in
developmental goals and approaches across family and school contexts; shared ownership and
commitment to educational goals; increased understanding of the complexities of children’s
situations; and the pooling of family and school resources to find and implement quality solutions to
shared goals.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Advances in School
Psychology (Psychology Revivals) Thomas R. Kratochwill, Stephen N. Elliott, Maribeth Gettinger,
2015-03-27 Originally published in 1992, this title is the last in a series of books on school
psychology. It contains diverse contributions relevant to school psychology, research, theory and
practice at the time. Including chapters on alternative intervention strategies for the treatment of
communication disorders, strategies for developing a preventive intervention for high-risk transfer




children, a review of sociometry and temperament research, a review of the recent advances in
research in training behavioral consultants at the time, and an overview of school-based consultation
to support students with severe behavior problems in integrated education programs.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Assistive Technology Oliver
Wendt, Raymond W. Quist, Lyle L. Lloyd, 2011 This book provides readers with vast knowledge of
practical applications, theoretical models, services and evidence-based solutions in the areas of
assistive technology (AT) and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). It aims to equip
practicing clinicians, educators and students with the necessary background to use AT and AAC with
their clients. This book also sheds light on the many different roles and functions of AT and AAC for
a large variety of clinical populations, and suggests solutions the reader can implement immediately.
Although a particular focus is set on communication disorders, described applications and resources
also apply to individuals with developmental disabilities and sensory impairments. In addition to
outlining most recent low and high technology, this book makes a particularly strong effort to teach
general principles and guidelines for successful AT and AAC interventions regardless of what
particular technology is used. This resource is a crucial addition to the bookshelf of any professional
dealing with AT and/or AAC, including speech-language pathologists, special educators, occupational
therapists, physical therapists, early intervention specialists, students in professional programs,
users of AT or AAC, their families, and applied researchers. This is a must read for novices and
seasoned professional alike.

teaching functional language language intervention series: The Oxford Handbook of
Down Syndrome and Development Jacob A. Burack, Jamie Edgin, Leonard Abbeduto, 2023 The
chapter traces some key historical developments in the field of Down syndrome. After describing
general issues of classification in intellectual disabilities, we describe Langdon Down's identification
of the syndrome in the 1860s; the movement to name the syndrome after Down; the identification of
trisomy 21 as the syndrome's cause; and the beginnings of sustained research attention to the
syndrome. We end with a glimpse into the future, discussing issues of longer life spans, more
integrated lives, and the roles of families, organizations, and self-advocates. Working together,
researchers, practitioners, and individuals and their families can all continue to advance the lives of
persons with Down syndrome--

teaching functional language language intervention series: Handbook of Research
Methods in Developmental Science Douglas M. Teti, 2008-04-15 The Handbook of Research Methods
in Developmental Science is a collection of newly written articles that provide an overview of
methods and approaches associated with the study of human development. Contains accessible
contributions from some of the most renowned developmental scientists in the field. Provides basic
information on the strengths and challenges inherent in traditional and complex research design.
Discusses successful intervention approaches that have been used to promote intellectual, social,
and linguistic development. Includes cutting-edge research that is forging new and exciting
directions in developmental research. Provides students and scholars with a working understanding
of research approaches and issues in the developmental sciences.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Isitme, konusma Ve Gorme
Sorunlari Olan Cocuklarin Egitimi, 2003

teaching functional language language intervention series: Autism Spectrum Disorders
Tim Williams, 2011-09-06 Autism spectrum disorders are a major topic for research. The causes are
now thought to be largely genetic although the genes involved are only slowly being traced. The
effects of ASD are often devastating and families and schools have to adapt to provide the best for
people with ASD to attain their potential. This book describes some of the interventions and
modifications that can benefit people with ASD.

teaching functional language language intervention series: The Educator’s Guide to
Teaching Students With Autism Spectrum Disorders Josefa Ben-Arieh, Helen ]J. Miller,
2009-03-18 An excellent, practitioner-friendly resource for identifying, applying, and evaluating
maximally effective interventions and treatments for students with autism-related disorders.




—Richard L. Simpson, Professor of Special Education University of Kansas I highly recommend this
book. This is a valuable, comprehensive, and user-friendly resource with realistic case studies that
show how collaboration occurs with related services. —Gloria Wolpert, Autism Program Director
Manhattan College Specific, proven strategies for successfully teaching students with Autism
Spectrum Disorders! This guide brings the most recent advancements in evidence-based
interventions to both novice and experienced educators who are looking for practical and
meaningful strategies for teaching students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). The authors
provide step-by-step, field-tested guidelines that connect with Individualized Education Program
goals, illustrate how to write a behavior intervention plan, and demonstrate methods for delivering
effective interventions, including applied behavior analysis, functional behavior assessment, and
positive behavioral supports. This concise handbook features sidebars highlighting major points,
vignettes, and summaries, and includes many sample materials, tools, and reproducible forms.
Teachers get the nuts and bolts on Identifying and including students with ASD in the general
education classroom Organizing the classroom environment, creating space, and managing time
Promoting independence, communication, and socially appropriate behaviors Selecting visual
strategies, tools, and curriculum resources This user-friendly resource presents educators with a
solid framework for delivering first-rate services to foster confidence and success for every student
with ASD.

teaching functional language language intervention series: A - Airports British Library,
2012-05-21 No detailed description available for A - Airports.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Autism Spectrum Disorders:
Practical Overview For Pediatricians, An Issue of Pediatric Clinics Dilip R Patel, Donald E.
Greydanus, 2012-02-28 The Guest Editors have assembled expert authors to cover the full clinical
span of the topic autism and autism spectrum disorders. An historical perspective of the evolution of
the disorder opens the issue. Next, comprehensive coverage is given to an article on the definitions,
diagnostic criteria, and clinical features of autism spectrum disorders. Other articles in the issue
cover the relevant topics like epidemiology, genetic syndromes and genetic testing, early diagnosis
and diagnostic evaluation, and neuroimaging and neurochemistry of autism. Authors also present
information on tsocial skills for the autistic child, behavioral interventions, and transitioning the
autistic child into adulthood, to name a few. This issue should be very well received by pediatricians.

teaching functional language language intervention series: The TEACCH Approach to
Autism Spectrum Disorders Gary B. Mesibov, Victoria Shea, Eric Schopler, 2010-02-23 TEACCH
(Treatment and Education of Autistic and related Communication-handicapped CHildren) has grown
over the past three decades from a small clinic for children to an internationally recognized
treatment and support modality for individuals of all ages with autism spectrum disorders. In The
TEACCH Approach to Autism Spectrum Disorders, the program’s founders and their colleagues
explain its methods and philosophy based on an understanding and respect for the culture of autism.
The TEACCH program focuses on persons with autism and the development of instruction and
supports based on each individual’s skills, interests, and needs. It draws from the research literature
in psychology and neuropsychology to create activities and environments that are organized to
emphasize meaningfulness—an approach that has proved crucial to an autistic individual’s ability to
learn, comprehend, and apply learning across situations. The TEACCH Approach to AutismSpectrum
Disorders explains how: - TEACCH targets critical areas in executive functioning, engagement,
communication, and social skills. - Strategies can be tailored to an individual’s unique developmental
and functional level. - Parents become involved in all phases of intervention as collaborators,
cotherapists, and advocates. - The program can be introduced and adapted for individuals of all
ages, from preschool children to adults. - Professionals can be trained in the program and its
methods. This progressive program offers individuals with autism, their families, teachers, and
therapists both optimism and useful strategies, without minimizing the condition or its effects. All
clinicians working with people with autism will find The TEACCH Approach to Autistic Spectrum
Disorders a valuable resource.



teaching functional language language intervention series: Clinical Guide to Early
Interventions for Children with Autism Giacomo Vivanti, Kristen Bottema-Beutel, Lauren
Turner-Brown, 2020-08-17 This book examines early interventions for children with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) with the goal to enable primary care physicians as well as other clinicians, therapists,
and practitioners to assist parents in making informed decisions based on current research. It
provides a map for successfully navigating the maze of early interventions for ASD, focusing on
evidence. Chapters review the similarities and differences between current evidence-based
treatments, how these treatments work, the factors that facilitate their effectiveness, and the pros
and cons of their use for different children and different needs. In addition, chapters discuss the
services, laws, policies, and societal issues related to early intervention in ASD. Featured topics
include: Criteria to evaluate evidence in ASD interventions. Effective approaches for Social
communication difficulties in ASD. Effective approaches for Restricted and repetitive behaviors
(RRBs) in ASD. Naturalistic, developmental approaches to early intervention for children with ASD
The TEACCH approach and other visually based approaches for children with ASD. Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) approaches to early intervention for children with ASD. What works for whom in ASD
early intervention Clinical Guide to Early Interventions for Children with Autism is an essential
resource for clinicians, primary care providers, and other practitioners as well as researchers,
professors, and graduate students in the fields of child, school, and developmental psychology,
pediatrics, social work, child and adolescent psychiatry, primary care medicine, and related
disciplines.

teaching functional language language intervention series: Autism Spectrum Disorders
David Amaral, Daniel Geschwind, Geraldine Dawson, 2011-05-01 Autism is an emerging area of
basic and clinical research, and has only recently been recognized as a major topic in biomedical
research. Approximately 1 in 150 children are diagnosed as autistic, so it is also an intense growth
area in behavioral and educational treatments. Financial resources have begun to be raised for more
comprehensive research and an increasing number of scientists are becoming involved in autism
research. In many respects, autism has become a model for conducting translational research on a
psychiatric disorder. This text provides a comprehensive summary of all current knowledge related
to the behavioral, experiential, and biomedical features of the autism spectrum disorders including
major behavioral and cognitive syndromology, common co-morbid conditions, neuropathology,
neuroimmunology, and other neurological correlates such as seizures, allergy and immunology,
gastroenterology, infectious disease, and epidemiology. Edited by three leading researchers, this
volume contains over 80 chapters and nine shorter commentaries by thought leaders in the field,
making the book a virtual who's who of autism research. This carefully developed book is a
comprehensive and authoritative reference for what we know in this area as well as a guidepost for
the next several years in all areas of autism research.
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