short summary of the secret garden

**Short Summary of The Secret Garden: A Timeless Tale of Healing and Hope*™*

short summary of the secret garden introduces us to a story filled with mystery, transformation, and the
healing power of nature. Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic novel, *The Secret Garden*, has
enchanted readers for over a century, weaving a narrative that explores themes of friendship,
rejuvenation, and the magic hidden within the natural world. This article delves into a concise overview
of the book, capturing its essence while offering insights into why it continues to resonate with

audiences young and old.

A Brief Overview: What Is The Secret Garden About?

At its core, *The Secret Garden* follows Mary Lennox, a sour and lonely girl who is sent to live with
her reclusive uncle, Archibald Craven, in a vast, gloomy estate in the English countryside. Upon
arrival, Mary discovers a neglected garden that has been locked away for years. Intrigued by the
mystery, she embarks on a journey to revive the secret garden, which becomes a catalyst for her own

emotional and physical transformation.

The Characters That Bring the Story to Life

Understanding the characters is essential when exploring a short summary of the secret garden:

- **Mary Lennox**: Initially spoiled and unhappy, Mary’s character evolves as she embraces her new
surroundings.
- **Colin Craven®*: Mary’s sickly cousin, hidden away due to his health and emotional fragility.

- **Dickon Sowerby**: A nature-loving boy who helps Mary tend the garden and introduces her to the



wonders of wildlife.

- **Archibald Craven**: The melancholic uncle whose grief has cast a shadow over the estate.

Each character’s growth intertwines with the garden’s revival, symbolizing hope and renewal.

The Secret Garden’s Plot in a Nutshell

To offer a clear short summary of the secret garden, it’s helpful to outline the key plot points that

define the story’s progression:

1. **Mary’s Arrival and Discovery**
Mary arrives at Misselthwaite Manor after the death of her parents. Feeling isolated, she stumbles

upon hints of a secret garden that has been locked for a decade.

2. **Unlocking the Garden and Friendship**
With the help of Dickon, Mary finds the key and begins to nurture the garden back to life. This act

mirrors her own emotional awakening.

3. **Meeting Colin and Healing Together**
Mary discovers Colin, her sickly cousin, who has been hidden away due to his believed frailty. She
introduces him to the garden, and together with Dickon, they experience physical and emotional

healing.

4. **Transformation and Renewal**
The garden’s rebirth parallels the children’s transformation—Mary becomes more joyful and caring,

Colin gains strength and confidence, and even the manor’s atmosphere brightens.



The Symbolism Behind the Secret Garden

The garden itself is more than just a setting; it’s a powerful symbol representing rejuvenation, hope,
and the restorative power of nature. The locked garden signifies hidden potential and the barriers
people place around their emotions. As Mary and her friends tend the garden, they also tend to their

own wounds, illustrating how connection with nature can foster healing.

Why Is a Short Summary of The Secret Garden Important?

When discussing a short summary of the secret garden, it’s important to recognize its value, especially

for readers new to the story or those looking to revisit its themes quickly.

- **Educational Value**: Teachers and students often use summaries to grasp the core plot and
themes before diving into detailed analyses.

- **Literary Appreciation*: Summaries highlight the timeless appeal of this classic, making it accessible
to all ages.

- **Inspiration for Personal Growth**: The story’s message about overcoming loneliness and despair
through friendship and nature resonates deeply, encouraging readers to find their own “secret

gardens” in life.

How the Story Encourages Connection with Nature

One of the standout lessons in *The Secret Garden* is the importance of engaging with the natural
world. Mary’s transformation is intricately linked to her time spent outdoors, fostering a sense of
wonder and responsibility. This element of the story promotes environmental appreciation and
suggests that nature can be a source of comfort and healing—a message that remains relevant in

today’s fast-paced, technology-driven world.



Adapting The Secret Garden: Bringing the Story to New

Audiences

The enduring popularity of *The Secret Garden* has led to numerous adaptations, including films,
stage plays, and television series. These adaptations often condense the story, making a short

summary of the secret garden useful for viewers who want to understand the core narrative quickly.

Modern Interpretations and Their Impact

Modern retellings sometimes emphasize different aspects of the story, such as the psychological
growth of the characters or the environmental themes. These adaptations help keep the story fresh

and relevant, introducing it to new generations and expanding its cultural impact.

Tips for Writing Your Own Short Summary of The Secret

Garden

If you’re tasked with summarizing the novel, here are some helpful pointers to keep in mind:

- **Focus on Key Characters and Plot Points**: Highlight Mary, Colin, and Dickon, and outline the
garden’s revival and its symbolic meaning.

- **Keep It Concise but Engaging**: Avoid overloading with details; instead, capture the essence and
emotional journey.

- *Incorporate Themes**: Mention the themes of healing, friendship, and the importance of nature to
enrich your summary.

- **Use Clear, Simple Language**: Especially if the summary is for younger readers or those unfamiliar

with the story.



Example of a Brief Summary

Mary Lennox, a lonely and spoiled girl, is sent to live with her uncle at Misselthwaite Manor. There,
she discovers a hidden, neglected garden and, with the help of new friends, brings it back to life. This
process helps her and her sickly cousin Colin heal emotionally and physically, revealing the

transformative power of nature and friendship.

This kind of summary is perfect for introducing the story without giving away every detail, leaving

readers curious to explore the full novel.

Whether you’re revisiting this cherished tale or encountering it for the first time, a short summary of the
secret garden offers a glimpse into a world where nature and friendship bring hope and transformation.
I’'s no wonder Burnett’s novel continues to inspire readers to find their own secret places of peace and

growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Secret Garden' by Frances Hodgson

Burnett?

The story follows Mary Lennox, a spoiled and lonely girl who discovers a hidden, neglected garden on
her uncle's estate. As she brings the garden back to life, she also transforms herself and helps heal

the people around her.

Who are the central characters in 'The Secret Garden' and their roles?

The central characters include Mary Lennox, the protagonist; Colin Craven, her sickly cousin; and

Dickon, a kind boy who helps Mary tend the garden. Together, they rejuvenate the secret garden and



themselves.

What is the significance of the secret garden in the story?

The secret garden symbolizes healing, growth, and renewal. It represents the transformation of the

characters' lives, as tending the garden helps them overcome loneliness, iliness, and emotional pain.

How does Mary Lennox change throughout 'The Secret Garden'?

Mary transforms from a spoiled, lonely girl into a kind, compassionate, and lively child. Her discovery

and care of the secret garden help her develop empathy and happiness.

What themes are explored in 'The Secret Garden'?

Key themes include healing and renewal, the power of nature, friendship, and the importance of

positive change and hope.

Why is 'The Secret Garden' still popular today?

Its timeless themes of personal growth, the healing power of nature, and the magic of friendship

resonate with readers of all ages, making it a beloved classic.

Additional Resources

The Secret Garden: A Short Summary and In-Depth Analysis

short summary of the secret garden reveals a timeless tale of transformation, healing, and the
restorative power of nature. Written by Frances Hodgson Burnett, this classic children’s novel, first
published in 1911, continues to captivate readers with its compelling story of loss, loneliness, and
renewal. At its core, The Secret Garden follows Mary Lennox, a spoiled and neglected girl who, after
the death of her parents, is sent from colonial India to live with her reclusive uncle in England.

Throughout the narrative, Mary discovers a hidden, neglected garden on the estate, and through her



efforts to revive it, she undergoes a profound personal transformation alongside other characters.

This short summary of the secret garden encapsulates not just the plot but also underscores the
novel’s enduring themes—growth, friendship, and the healing effects of nature. The garden itself serves
as a powerful metaphor, symbolizing the potential for rebirth and change within individuals. In this
article, we explore the novel’s key elements, character development, thematic significance, and its
place within children’s literature, providing a professional review that delves beyond the surface

narrative.

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

The narrative structure of The Secret Garden is straightforward yet effective, following a classic
coming-of-age arc centered on Mary Lennox. Initially portrayed as a sour and self-centered child,
Mary’s relocation to Misselthwaite Manor marks the beginning of her transformation. The short
summary of the secret garden would be incomplete without highlighting how Mary’s curiosity leads her
to discover the titular secret garden—a once-beautiful walled space locked away since the death of her

uncle’s wife.

Mary’s determination to restore the garden parallels her own emotional healing. Alongside Dickon, a
nature-loving local boy, and Colin Craven, her sickly cousin who has been confined indoors due to his
health and fears, Mary fosters growth not only in the garden but in herself and those around her. The
narrative’s progression from darkness to light mirrors the physical revival of the garden, reinforcing the

novel’s optimistic tone.

Character Development and Interpersonal Dynamics

The short summary of the secret garden often focuses on the transformation of its key characters,

each representing different facets of emotional growth.



e Mary Lennox: From a neglected child with a difficult temperament, Mary evolves into a

compassionate and lively individual. Her journey is central to the novel’s message.

¢ Colin Craven: Initially portrayed as a sickly, spoiled boy who believes he is doomed to a life of
illness, Colin’s exposure to the garden and friendship with Mary and Dickon catalyze his physical

and psychological healing.

* Dickon Sowerby: Serving as the idealized connection to nature, Dickon’s empathy for animals
and plants symbolizes harmony with the natural world and provides a counterbalance to Mary

and Colin’s initially troubled states.

These characters’ interactions highlight themes of friendship, resilience, and the importance of
nurturing relationships for personal growth. The novel’s subtle psychological insights were ahead of its

time, offering readers a nuanced view of children’s emotional complexities.

Thematic Exploration

Beyond its surface as a children’s story, The Secret Garden delves into several profound themes that
contribute to its lasting popularity. A short summary of the secret garden must emphasize these

thematic layers to fully grasp its literary significance.

Healing and Transformation Through Nature

The garden itself is a potent symbol of healing. Burnett’s detailed descriptions of the garden’s
revival—from barren and locked to vibrant and flourishing—mirror the internal changes the characters
undergo. Studies in literary criticism suggest that this motif taps into a universal human desire for

renewal and hope, especially pertinent in the post-Victorian era when industrialization distanced people



from nature.

Isolation and Connection

Isolation is a recurring theme, initially embodied by Mary’s emotional detachment and Colin’s physical
confinement. The secret garden becomes a place of connection—not only among the characters but
also with the natural world. This shift from isolation to community is a critical element of the story’s

emotional impact.

Childhood and Innocence

Unlike many children’s books of its time, The Secret Garden presents childhood as a complex
emotional period rather than a purely idyllic phase. The children’s experiences include grief, fear, and

loneliness, but also resilience and joy. This nuanced portrayal contributes to the novel’s depth.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When placed in the broader context of early 20th-century children’s literature, The Secret Garden
stands out for its integration of psychological realism and its optimistic worldview. Compared to
contemporaries like A.A. Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh or L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz,

Burnett’s work offers a more introspective and emotionally intricate narrative.

Moreover, the novel’s emphasis on nature as a healing force predates and arguably influences later
ecological and therapeutic literature. Its continued adaptation into films, stage plays, and television

underscores its cultural resonance.



Pros and Cons of The Secret Garden for Modern Readers

¢ Pros: Timeless themes, rich character development, vivid natural imagery, and a hopeful

message.

e Cons: Some early 20th-century social attitudes may feel outdated; pacing can be slow for

readers accustomed to contemporary fast-paced narratives.

Despite these minor drawbacks, the novel’s educational value and emotional depth make it a valuable

read for children and adults alike.

Conclusion

A short summary of the secret garden provides a window into a narrative that transcends its genre and
era. Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel remains a compelling exploration of how nature and human
connection can foster healing and personal growth. Its enduring appeal lies not only in its charming
storyline but also in its profound psychological insights and beautifully crafted characters. As readers
continue to discover the secret garden, its themes of renewal and hope remain as relevant today as

they were over a century ago.

Short Summary Of The Secret Garden

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden (Annotated) Frances Hodgson
Burnett, 2020-12-19 Honestly, The Secret Garden has such a straightforward plot that we can
almost sum it up as follows: Girl loses parents, girl finds friends, girl finds garden, boy joins girl in
garden, boy learns to walk on his own, the end. Actually, that isn't quite as straightforward as we
thought; let us explain in a bit more detail. Mary Lennox is a nine-year-old British girl growing up in
colonial India in the care of a sequence of nannies. Since her father is an officer in the British army


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/short-summary-of-the-secret-garden.pdf

and her mom is super-busy with the vital business of dinner parties and nice clothes, Mary barely
knows her own parents. And since she spends all of her time alone, she's selfish, demanding, and
self-absorbed. Her parents die suddenly of cholera, leaving her in the care of her mother's brother,
Archibald Craven. Mary's uncle doesn't care much about her, so he brings her to his huge mansion
in England, Misselthwaite Manor, and basically leaves her there, more or less on her own. Mary's
maid Martha is a cheerful Yorkshire woman who won't stand for Mary's spoiled tantrums and fits.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Chad
Ibbotson, 2018-08-20 Enter a world filled with magic and wonder. The worksheets are perfect for
small group and individualized work. Examine the changes happening to Mary as she explores the
gardens. Answer multiple choice questions about Colin and his mood. Imagine how Mary will spend
her time at the manor. Describe some of the magical elements found in the story. Elaborate on the
theme of mood and health from the book and use it to create a new story. Explore the idea of
positive and negative effects on a character's mood with a helpful graphic organizer. Aligned to your
State Standards, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: The Secret Garden is a story of the healing magic of nature. Mary Lennox
is an unhappy little girl. She lives with her parents in India. She is left on her own and is waited on
by servants. When an illness runs through the household, Mary is suddenly made an orphan. She is
shipped off to England to live in her Uncle's manor. There, Mary must adapt to her new lifestyle. She
must learn to do things on her own, and entertain herself. It's in the gardens that Mary spends her
time. The fresh air and natural surroundings seem to do her well, as her health and spirits begin to
improve. The mystery behind the hidden garden only helps to fuel Mary's imagination, and she is
determined to find and unlock its secrets. The Secret Garden is an empowering tale of overcoming
one's shortcomings.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Margaret Eileen Meredith, 2005
This fascinating study grew out of the author's abiding interest in gardening as a metaphor for the
process of individuation.

short summary of the secret garden: A Hundred Years of the Secret Garden Marion
Gymnich, Imke Lichterfeld, 2012 Although Frances Hodgson Burnett published numerous works for
an adult readership, she is mainly remembered today for three novels written for children: Little
Lord Fauntleroy (1886), A Little Princess (1905) and The Secret Garden (1911). This volume is
dedicated to The Secret Garden. The articles address a wide range of issues, including the
representation of the garden in Burnett's novel in the context of cultural history; the relationship
between the concept of nature and female identity; the idea of therapeutic places; the notion of
redemptive children in The Secret Garden and Little Lord Fauntleroy; the concept of male identity;
constructions of 'Otherness' and the redefinition of Englishness; film and anime versions of Burnett's
classic; Noel Streatfeild's The Painted Garden as a rewriting of The Secret Garden; attitudes towards
food in children's classics and Burnett's novel in the context of Edwardian girlhood fiction and the
tradition of the female novel of development.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett, 1999
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid
cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
2018-01-07 The Secret Garden is a children's novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett first published as a
book in 1911, after a version was published as an American magazine serial beginning in 1910. Set
in England, it is one of Burnett's most popular novels and is considered a classic of English
children's literature. Several stage and film adaptations have been made.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
2016-01-11 The Secret Garden is a novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. It was initially published in
serial format starting in the autumn of 1910, and was first published in its entirety in 1911. It is now
one of Burnett's most popular novels, and is considered to be a classic of English children's
literature.




short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Burnett, 2021-03-28 The
plot centers round Mary Lennox, a young English girl who returns to England from India, having
suffered the immense trauma by losing both her parents in a cholera epidemic. However, her
memories of her parents are not pleasant, as they were a selfish, neglectful and pleasure-seeking
couple. Mary is given to the care of her uncle Archibald Craven, whom she has never met. She
travels to his home, Misselthwaite Manor located in the gloomy Yorkshire, a vast change from the
sunny and warm climate she was used to. When she arrives, she is a rude, stubborn and given to
stormy temper tantrums. However, her nature undergoes a gradual transformation when she learns
of the tragedies that have befallen her strict and disciplinarian uncle whom she earlier feared and
despised. Once when he's away from home, Mary discovers a charming walled garden which is
always kept locked. The mystery deepens when she hears sounds of sobbing from somewhere within
her uncle's vast mansion. The kindly servants ignore her queries or pretend they haven't heard,
spiking Mary's curiosity. This Ultimate Book Club edition also includes an overview of the story,
discussion questions and fun facts for the perfect book club gathering. This modern minimalist
design will look sleek on a coffee table or bookshelf and a great way to get your classic novel
collection started.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Lit Link Gr. 4-6 Melanie Komar, The
story tells of a young orphaned girl named Mary Lennox who lives at her uncle's estate. There are
many mysteries at Misselthwaite Manor, not the least of which is a secret garden. Novel by Frances
Hodgson Burnett. Reproducible chapter questions, plus comprehension questions, a story summary,
author biography, creative and cross curricular activities, complete with answer key. 64 pages.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
2017-03-21 The Secret Garden is a novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. It was initially published in
1911.Summary : Year-old girl born in India to selfish, wealthy British parents who never wanted her.
She is primarily cared for by servants, who pacify her as much as possible to keep her out of her
parents' way. She grows into a spoiled and selfish girl. Eventually, there is a cholera epidemic in
India which kills Mary's parents and all the servants. Mary is discovered alive but alone in the empty
house. She briefly lives with an English clergyman and his family and is then sent to Yorkshire,
England, to live with Archibald Craven, an uncle she has never heard of let alone met, at his
miserable, isolated mansion called Misselthwaite Manor.At first, Mary is her usual self, sour and
rude, disliking her uncle's large house, the people within it, and, most of all, the vast stretch of
moor, which seems scrubby and grey after the winter. She is told that she must stay confined to her
two rooms and keep herself amused without much attention. Martha Sowerby, a good-natured maid,
tells Mary a story of the late Mrs. Craven and how she would spend hours in a private walled garden
growing roses. Mrs. Craven was killed when a tree branch fell on her in the garden, and the
devastated Mr. Craven locked the garden and buried the key. Mary is piqued by this story and her ill
manner begins to soften. Soon, she comes to enjoy the company of Martha, Ben Weatherstaff the
gardener, and a friendly robin redbreast whom she assigns a human personality. Her appetite
increases, the bracing air improves her health and she grows stronger as she plays by herself on the
moor. Martha's mother buys Mary a skipping rope to encourage this, and Mary takes to it
immediately. Mary occupies her time wondering about both the secret garden and the cries she
hears at night. The servants claim not to hear the cries.As Mary is exploring the periphery of the
gardens, her robin friend draws her attention to an area of turned-over soil. Mary finds the key to
the locked garden, and eventually the door to the garden. She asks Martha for garden tools, which
Martha sends with Dickon, her twelve-year-old brother. Mary and Dickon take a liking to each other,
as Dickon has a kind way with animals and a good nature. Eager to absorb his gardening knowledge,
Mary lets him in on the secret of the garden. That night, Mary hears the crying again. She follows
the noise and, to her surprise, finds a small boy her age living in a hidden bedroom. His name is
Colin. She soon discovers that they are cousins: he is the son of her uncle, his mother died when he
was a baby, and he suffers from an unspecified spinal problem...Extrait : During the confusion and
bewilderment of the second day Maryhid herself in the nursery and was forgotten by




everyone.Nobody thought of her, nobody wanted her, and strange thingshappened of which she
knew nothing. Mary alternately criedand slept through the hours. She only knew that people wereill
and that she heard mysterious and tightening sounds.Once she crept into the dining-room and found
it empty,though a partly finished meal was on the table and chairsand plates looked as if they had
been hastily pushedback when the diners rose suddenly for some reason.The child ate some fruit and
biscuits, and being thirstyshe drank a glass of wine...Biography of author : Frances Hodgson Burnett
(1849 -1924) was an English-American novelist and playwright. She is best known for the three
children's novels Little Lord Fauntleroy (published in 1885-1886), A Little Princess (1905), and The
Secret Garden (1911)...

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
1987-01-01 The Secret Garden should be on every child's bookshelf.—Amanda Craig, The Time An
enchanting story of transformation and compassion, Frances Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret Garden
is widely considered to be one of the most important works of children’s literature. After her parents
die of cholera, Mary Lennox, a difficult and sickly little girl, is brought from India to her mysterious
uncle’s sprawling estate on the Yorkshire moors. Mary continues in her self-absorbed ways until one
day she discovers a hidden and neglected garden adjoining her uncle’s mansion. When she meets
Ben Weatherstaff, a curt but gentle gardener, and discovers her hidden-away invalid cousin, Colin
Craven, the three come together to tend the garden, and Mary’s life—as well as the lives of those
around her—begins to change in unforeseen ways. This Modern Library Paperback Classic is set
from the text of the first American edition published in 1911. Praise for The Secret Garden “It is only
the exceptional author who can write a book about children with sufficient skill, charm, simplicity,
and significance to make it acceptable to both young and old. Mrs. Burnett is one of the few thus
gifted.”—The New York Times

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Be Annotated Frances Hodgson
Burnett, 2020-06-03 Honestly, The Secret Garden has such a straightforward plot that we can
almost sum it up as follows: Girl loses parents, girl finds friends, girl finds garden, boy joins girl in
garden, boy learns to walk on his own, the end. Actually, that isn't quite as straightforward as we
thought; let us explain in a bit more detail. Mary Lennox is a nine-year-old British girl growing up in
colonial India in the care of a sequence of nannies. Since her father is an officer in the British army
and her mom is super-busy with the vital business of dinner parties and nice clothes, Mary barely
knows her own parents. And since she spends all of her time alone, she's selfish, demanding, and
self-absorbed. Her parents die suddenly of cholera, leaving her in the care of her mother's brother,
Archibald Craven. Mary's uncle doesn't care much about her, so he brings her to his huge mansion
in England, Misselthwaite Manor, and basically leaves her there, more or less on her own.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
2020-01-07 One of the most delightful and enduring classics of children's literature, The Secret
Garden by Victorian author Frances Hodgson Burnett has remained a firm favorite with children the
world over ever since it made its first appearance. Initially published as a serial story in 1910 in The
American Magazine, it was brought out in novel form in 1911.The new life in the Yorkshire moors,
allows the young and spoiled Mary Lennox to accomplish a gradual maturation and discover the
small values and joys of life. Will be able to give courage and a meaning to life of the little cousin
Colin and restore peace in the soul of the enigmatic uncle.

short summary of the secret garden: The Invisible Hospital and the Secret Garden John
Spiers, 1995 Looks at social consent, patient power and the challenges of determining what is
clinically effective.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Frances Hodgson
Burnett, 2017-12-17 Why buy our paperbacks? Expedited shipping High Quality Paper Made in USA
Standard Font size of 10 for all books 30 Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality
sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers &
binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to
increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this book unique?




Unabridged (100% Original content) Font adjustments & biography included Illustrated The Secret
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett The Secret Garden is a novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. It
was initially published in serial format starting in the autumn of 1910, and was first published in its
entirety in 1911. It is now one of Burnett's most popular novels, and is considered to be a classic of
English children's literature. Several stage and film adaptations have been produced.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett,
2017-11-17 The illustrated copy of The Secret Garden. The Secret Garden is a children's novel by
Frances Hodgson Burnett first published as a book in 1911. Set in England, it is one of Burnett's
most popular novels and is considered a classic of English children's literature. At the turn of the
20th century, Mary Lennox is a sickly and unloved 10-year-old girl, born in India to wealthy British
parents who never wanted her. She is cared for by servants, who allow her to become a spoiled,
aggressive and selfish child. After a cholera epidemic kills her parents and the servants, Mary is
discovered alive but alone in the empty house. She briefly lives with an English clergyman and his
family before she is sent to Yorkshire, in England, to live with Archibald Craven, an uncle whom she
has never met, at his isolated house, Misselthwaite Manor.

short summary of the secret garden: Book Review Digest , 1928

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden Frances Burnett Hodgson,
2021-01-06 The Secret Garden is a novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett first published in book form in
1911, after serialisation in The American Magazine. Set in England, it is one of Burnett's most
popular novels and seen as a classic of English children's literature. Several stage and film
adaptations have been made. The dominant theme of The Secret Garden is healing. Both Mary
Lennox and Colin Craven transform from sickly, friendless, and self-absorbed children to physically
and mentally healthy ones. This book can be read by anyone over 9, advanced readers at around 7 or
8. The Secret Garden is about a particularly arrogant and unpleasant girl called Mary Lennox.

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Secret Garden (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Frances Hodgson
Burnett Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes,
motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect
for late-night studying and writing papers

short summary of the secret garden: The Secret Garden , 2003 A simplified, abridged version
of the mysteries of a locked garden for Mary and her invalid cousin on the Yorkshire moors,
accompanied by a short biography of Frances Hodgson Burnett and an essay focusing on the story's
lessons of compassion.
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