
pinker the better angels of our nature
**Pinker The Better Angels of Our Nature: Exploring the Decline of Violence and the Rise of
Compassion**

pinker the better angels of our nature is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the
profound work of Steven Pinker, a cognitive psychologist and author who has captivated
audiences with his optimistic take on human progress. In his influential book, *The Better
Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined*, Pinker presents a compelling argument
that, contrary to popular belief, the world has become significantly less violent over time.
This idea challenges the often cynical view of human nature and invites us to reconsider
how we perceive history, society, and our own potential for kindness.

Understanding Pinker The Better Angels of Our
Nature

Steven Pinker’s thesis revolves around the premise that despite the headlines filled with
conflict and chaos, humanity is actually on a long-term trajectory toward less violence and
greater empathy. The "better angels" refer to the aspects of human nature that guide us
toward cooperation, empathy, and peaceful coexistence. Pinker’s analysis combines data
from a wide array of historical periods, including prehistoric times, medieval eras, and the
modern age, to demonstrate a steady decline in violence.

What Are the "Better Angels"?

The phrase "better angels" originally comes from Abraham Lincoln’s first inaugural address,
where he appealed to the "better angels of our nature" to unite a divided nation. Pinker
adopts this metaphor to describe the internal forces that mitigate cruelty and promote
social harmony. He identifies several psychological and social forces as these better angels:

- Empathy: The capacity to understand and share the feelings of others.
- Self-control: The ability to regulate aggressive impulses.
- Moral sense: An innate sense of right and wrong.
- Reason: The use of logic to solve conflicts without resorting to violence.
- Humanism: Valuing the dignity and rights of every individual.

These forces, according to Pinker, have been strengthened over time through the
development of institutions, cultural norms, and the spread of enlightenment values.

The Historical Decline of Violence

One of the most fascinating aspects of Pinker’s work is his extensive use of data to track
violence over centuries. From tribal warfare to world wars, the narrative is complex, but the



overall trend points downward.

Prehistoric and Tribal Violence

Contrary to the common stereotype of early humans living in brutal, lawless societies,
Pinker’s research shows that while violence was certainly present, it was often regulated by
social structures within tribes. Violence was more personal and immediate but less
organized on a mass scale.

The Impact of the State and Rule of Law

The emergence of centralized governments and legal systems played a critical role in
reducing violence. States established monopolies on the use of force, which paradoxically
led to fewer violent deaths by settling disputes through courts rather than bloodshed. This
"Leviathan effect" is crucial in understanding the decline of interpersonal violence.

The Enlightenment and the Rise of Reason

The Enlightenment period marked a pivotal shift in how humans viewed morality, justice,
and human rights. Pinker highlights that the spread of literacy, scientific inquiry, and
rational thought promoted ideals of tolerance and peace. This era laid the groundwork for
modern democracies and institutions that protect individuals from arbitrary violence.

Why Does Pinker The Better Angels of Our Nature
Matter Today?

In an age dominated by social media and instant news, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by
stories of conflict, crime, and cruelty. Pinker’s message offers a refreshing perspective that
encourages us to look beyond the noise and recognize the progress humanity has made.

The Role of Media and Perception

The human brain is wired to pay more attention to negative and sensational news, which
can distort our perception of how violent the world really is. Pinker’s work reminds us that
while violence exists, it is not the norm and has become less frequent over time.

Encouraging Policy and Social Change

Understanding the decline of violence is not just academic—it has practical implications.



Policymakers can leverage this knowledge to foster environments that encourage empathy,
justice, and nonviolence. Investing in education, social welfare, and conflict resolution
programs aligns with nurturing our better angels.

Applying Pinker’s Insights in Everyday Life

The concept of "better angels" isn’t limited to historical analysis; it also offers guidance on
how individuals can contribute to a more peaceful world.

Cultivating Empathy

Empathy is a skill that can be developed. Simple practices like active listening, learning
about other cultures, and reflecting on shared human experiences help strengthen our
ability to connect with others.

Practicing Self-Control and Mindfulness

Managing impulses and reactions reduces the likelihood of conflict escalation. Techniques
such as mindfulness meditation and emotional regulation strategies empower individuals to
respond thoughtfully rather than react aggressively.

Promoting Reasoned Dialogue

In personal relationships and community interactions, encouraging open, respectful
conversations helps resolve differences without resorting to hostility. This approach reflects
the Enlightenment ideal of reasoned debate that Pinker advocates.

Criticisms and Counterpoints to Pinker’s Thesis

While many praise Pinker’s optimistic view, some scholars argue that his reliance on
quantitative data overlooks certain nuances. Critics suggest that violence has simply
become less visible or shifted forms, such as cyber violence or structural inequalities that
perpetuate harm in less overt ways.

Nevertheless, these discussions enrich the conversation about human nature and the
complexity of social progress.



The Broader Impact of Pinker The Better Angels
of Our Nature

Pinker’s work has had a significant influence across multiple disciplines, including
psychology, history, political science, and peace studies. It challenges fatalistic views and
inspires hope that human societies can continue to evolve toward greater compassion and
cooperation.

By highlighting the mechanisms through which violence has declined, Pinker equips readers
with a framework for understanding both the challenges and opportunities of our time. His
emphasis on data-driven optimism encourages a proactive stance, reminding us that the
better angels of our nature are not just abstract concepts but living forces we can nurture
and embody.

---

As we navigate the complexities of modern life, the insights from *The Better Angels of Our
Nature* serve as a beacon, illuminating the path toward a more peaceful and empathetic
world. Embracing these ideas helps us appreciate the strides humanity has made and
motivates us to continue fostering the virtues that define our better angels.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Steven Pinker's book 'The
Better Angels of Our Nature'?
Steven Pinker's main thesis in 'The Better Angels of Our Nature' is that violence has
declined over long stretches of history and that humanity is becoming more peaceful due to
factors like government, commerce, and cosmopolitanism.

How does Pinker explain the decline of violence in 'The
Better Angels of Our Nature'?
Pinker attributes the decline of violence to several key factors, including the rise of
centralized governments that enforce laws, increased trade and economic
interdependence, the spread of literacy and reason, and the growth of empathy and human
rights ideals.

What are the 'better angels' referred to in the title of
Pinker's book?
The 'better angels' in Pinker's book refer to the human faculties and tendencies that
promote peace and cooperation, such as empathy, self-control, moral sense, and reason.



Has 'The Better Angels of Our Nature' received any
criticism?
Yes, some critics argue that Pinker's analysis underestimates ongoing violence, such as
systemic oppression and structural violence, or that his optimism overlooks cultural and
political complexities that contribute to conflict.

How can Pinker's 'The Better Angels of Our Nature' be
relevant to today's global issues?
Pinker’s work offers a hopeful perspective that progress against violence is possible,
encouraging policies focused on strengthening institutions, promoting education, and
fostering international cooperation to address contemporary conflicts and human rights
challenges.

Additional Resources
**Pinker The Better Angels of Our Nature: An Analytical Review**

pinker the better angels of our nature is a phrase that immediately evokes the
influential work of Steven Pinker, a cognitive psychologist and linguist whose book *The
Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined* has sparked considerable
discussion in academic, political, and social circles. This seminal work delves into the
historical trends of human violence, asserting that despite the often grim headlines and
contemporary conflicts, humanity has, over centuries, become less violent. This article
provides an in-depth, professional review and analysis of Pinker’s arguments, methodology,
and the broader implications of his thesis within the context of modern society.

Understanding Pinker’s Central Thesis

At the heart of Pinker’s The Better Angels of Our Nature is the claim that violence, both
interpersonal and societal, has markedly declined over long periods of history. Drawing
from a vast array of historical data, literary records, and statistical evidence, Pinker argues
that the rates of homicide, war casualties, and other forms of violence have decreased
significantly since prehistoric times, and particularly since the Enlightenment. This thesis
challenges the commonly held notion that the world is becoming more dangerous.

Historical Trends in Violence

Pinker charts violence through diverse epochs, from the brutal tribal conflicts of hunter-
gatherer societies to the large-scale wars of the 20th century. He highlights how the rise of
centralized governments, commerce, literacy, and cosmopolitanism have contributed to
this decline. For example, the state’s monopoly on legitimate use of force, enshrined in



modern legal systems, has reduced personal vendettas and feuds that characterized earlier
societies.

Hunter-gatherer societies: High rates of interpersonal violence and tribal warfare.

Medieval period: Frequent wars and violent punishments, but some reduction due to
emerging monarchies.

Modern era: Decline in homicide rates and international conflicts despite global
population growth.

Methodological Approach

Pinker employs an interdisciplinary approach, synthesizing research from anthropology,
history, psychology, and statistics. His reliance on quantitative data, such as homicide rates
per 100,000 individuals and war death tolls per capita, lends empirical weight to his claims.
However, critics have pointed out potential biases in historical records and question the
reliability of some datasets. Pinker acknowledges these limitations but contends that the
overall trends remain robust despite data imperfections.

The Better Angels: Psychological and Cultural
Forces

The title itself refers to what Pinker calls the “better angels” of human nature—the
psychological faculties that inhibit violence and promote empathy, self-control, and reason.
He identifies these factors as key drivers behind the decline in violence:

Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of others reduces1.
aggression.

Self-control: Social norms and laws encourage restraint.2.

Moral sense: The development of ethical systems condemning violence.3.

Reason: The capacity for logical thinking and perspective-taking.4.

These “better angels” are nurtured by cultural evolution, education, and the spread of
literacy, which facilitate communication and the resolution of conflicts without violence.



Role of Enlightenment Values

Pinker highlights the Enlightenment as a turning point in human history. The rise of reason,
science, humanism, and secular governance introduced a framework where violence was
increasingly seen as irrational and counterproductive. Democratic institutions, rule of law,
and human rights further institutionalized non-violent conflict resolution. This cultural shift,
Pinker argues, has fostered peaceful coexistence on an unprecedented scale.

Critical Perspectives and Debates

Despite its optimistic narrative, Pinker’s thesis has been met with both acclaim and
skepticism. Some scholars argue that his reliance on quantitative data masks ongoing
structural violence and systemic inequalities. Others suggest that Pinker underestimates
the impact of modern warfare’s destructive potential, including nuclear weapons and
terrorism.

Challenges to the Decline Narrative

Critics highlight several concerns:

Data reliability: Historical records may be incomplete or biased, especially for pre-
modern societies.

Definition of violence: The focus on physical violence may overlook psychological,
economic, or cultural violence.

Contemporary conflicts: Ongoing wars and civil unrest suggest that violence may
be declining unevenly or temporarily.

Technological threats: Advances in weaponry could potentially reverse trends.

Nevertheless, Pinker’s comprehensive data and nuanced analysis provide a strong
counterpoint to prevailing pessimism about human nature.

Implications for Policy and Society

If Pinker’s conclusions hold, they carry significant implications for public policy and social
development. Recognizing the factors that have historically reduced violence could guide
efforts to promote peace and stability today. For instance, investment in education,



promotion of democratic governance, and support for human rights might be viewed as
essential strategies to nurture the “better angels” within societies.

Educational and Cultural Interventions

Programs that enhance empathy, conflict resolution skills, and moral reasoning could
contribute to further declines in violence. Pinker’s emphasis on literacy and exposure to
diverse cultures supports initiatives that foster global understanding and cooperation.

International Relations and Conflict Prevention

On the global stage, Pinker’s findings suggest that strengthening international institutions
and legal frameworks can reduce interstate violence. The historical trend toward fewer
wars between developed democracies underlines the importance of diplomatic engagement
and economic interdependence.

Final Reflections on Pinker The Better Angels of
Our Nature

Steven Pinker’s The Better Angels of Our Nature remains a landmark contribution to the
understanding of violence and human progress. By blending empirical data with
psychological insight, Pinker offers a compelling, if sometimes contested, narrative of
human history. The book challenges readers to reconsider assumptions about the
inevitability of violence and highlights the capacity for reason, empathy, and cooperation to
shape a more peaceful future.

As societal challenges evolve, so too must the analysis of violence and peace. Pinker the
better angels of our nature invites ongoing dialogue and research, encouraging scholars,
policymakers, and the public to explore how best to cultivate the forces that have made the
world safer over time.

Pinker The Better Angels Of Our Nature

  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Better Angels of Our Nature Steven Pinker,
2012-09-25 Faced with the ceaseless stream of news about war, crime, and terrorism, one could
easily think this is the most violent age ever seen. Yet as bestselling author Pinker shows in this
startling and engaging new work, just the opposite is true.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Summary of Steven Pinker’s The Better Angels
of Our Nature by Milkyway Media Milkyway Media, 2018-09-11 Harvard psychologist Steven
Pinker’s The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined (2012), is a robust tour of

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/pinker-the-better-angels-of-our-nature.pdf


progress in human civilization across several centuries. Despite commonly held perceptions,
influenced by a news media which incessantly dwells on the worst aspects of society, humanity has
become less, not more violent over time... Purchase this in-depth summary to learn more.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Summary, Analysis, and Review of Steven Pinker's
the Better Angels of Our Nature Start Publishing Notes, 2017-06-06 PLEASE NOTE: This is a key
takeaways and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Start Publishing Notes' Summary,
Analysis, and Review of Steven Pinker's The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has
Declined includes: Summary of the book A Review Analysis & Key Takeaways A detailed About the
Author section Preview: Steven Pinker's The Better Angels of Our Nature argues that violence has
been decreasing over most of human history. People have innate tendencies towards violence, but
they also have innate tendencies towards peace. Historical developments, especially the
consolidation of state power and the Enlightenment, have allowed humans to move away from
violence, murder, and war, and move towards more peaceful ways of living. The Better Angels of Our
Nature is a daring, provocative, and important book. As Pinker himself notes, journalists and pundits
generally argue that the world is getting worse and that we live in uniquely dangerous or violent
times. The September 11th attacks, the threat of terrorism, and the ongoing wars in the Middle East
are presented as evidence of increasing violence, chaos, and instability. Pessimism is seen as
realism, and policymakers declare that unprecedented effort is required to avert crises.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Better Angels of Our Nature Steven Pinker,
2011 Steven Pinker's riveting, myth-destroying new book reveals how, contrary to popular belief,
humankind has become progressively less violent, over millenia and decades. Given the images of
conflict we see daily on our screens, can violence really have declined? And wasn't the twentieth
century the most devastatingly brutal in history? Extraordinarily, however, as Steven Pinker shows,
violence within and between societies - both murder and warfare - really has declined from
prehistory to today. We are much less likely to die at someone else's hands than ever before.
Debunking both the idea of the 'noble savage' and a Hobbesian notion of a 'nasty, brutish and short'
life, Steven Pinker argues that modernity and its cultural institutions are making us better people.
He ranges over everything from art to religion, international trade to individual table manners, and
shows how life has changed across the centuries and around the world - not simply through the huge
benefits of organized government, but also because of the extraordinary power of progressive ideas.
Why has this come about? And what does it tell us about ourselves? It takes one of the world's
greatest psychologists to appreciate and explain this story, and to show us our very natures.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: An Analysis of Steven Pinker's The Better Angels
of Our Nature Joulia Smortchkova, 2017-07-05 Reasoning is the critical thinking skill concerned
with the production of arguments: making them coherent, consistent, and well-supported; and
responding to opposing positions where necessary. The Better Angels of Our Nature offers a
step-by-step class in precisely these skills. Author Steven Pinker's central thesis is simple: mankind
has become increasingly less violent over the centuries, and will continue to do so. Pinker is aware,
though, that many people instinctively believe the opposite, and Better Angels is devoted to
marshalling data to support and illustrate this central argument, as well as a series of secondary
arguments about how and why humanity has become less violent. Pinker's interpretative skills –
understanding the meaning of the complex evidence from history – are also on display throughout,
as he tackles the ambiguities of his data, the problems it presents, and the viable inferences one can
draw from it.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Summary of the Better Angels of Our Nature by
Steven Pinker - Conversation Starters BookHabits, 2017-09-07 Summary of The Better Angels of Our
Nature by Steven Pinker | Conversation Starters Though we are being assaulted by the media with
scenes of violence all over the world, the total amount of violence has actually decreased over time.
Despite the wars and conflicts happening around the world, author Steven Pinker has collated a
large amount of data to underline the idea that violence is continuously decreasing. What started
with the advent of agriculture has now culminated in the rights movement, focusing on the rights of



the weaker sections of society. The Better Angels of Our Nature is a comprehensive work on the
history of violence and is an attempt at analyzing trends in violence since prehistory. The Better
Angels of Our Nature has been shortlisted to the Samuel Johnson Prize and the Royal Society Winton
Prize for Science Books. It also made it to the list of Mark Zuckerberg book club selection and New
York Times Notable Books of 2011 A Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD
FAR DEEPER than the surface of its pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the
characters and its world still live on. Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed to
bring us beneath the surface of the page and invite us into the world that lives on. These questions
can be used to... Create Hours of Conversation: * Promote an atmosphere of discussion for groups *
Foster a deeper understanding of the book * Assist in the study of the book, either individually or
corporately * Explore unseen realms of the book as never seen before Disclaimer: This book you are
about to enjoy is an independent resource meant to supplement the original book. If you have not yet
read the original book, we encourage to do before purchasing this unofficial Conversation Starters.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Better Angels of Our Nature Joulia
Smortchkova, 2017-07-15 Reasoning is the critical thinking skill concerned with the production of
arguments: making them coherent, consistent, and well-supported; and responding to opposing
positions where necessary. The Better Angels of Our Nature offers a step-by-step class in precisely
these skills. Author Steven Pinker's central thesis is simple: mankind has become increasingly less
violent over the centuries, and will continue to do so. Pinker is aware, though, that many people
instinctively believe the opposite, and Better Angels is devoted to marshalling data to support and
illustrate this central argument, as well as a series of secondary arguments about how and why
humanity has become less violent. Pinker's interpretative skills - understanding the meaning of the
complex evidence from history - are also on display throughout, as he tackles the ambiguities of his
data, the problems it presents, and the viable inferences one can draw from it.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut (author), 1901
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Nurturing Our Humanity Riane Eisler, Douglas P.
Fry, 2019-07-05 Nurturing Our Humanity offers a new perspective on our personal and social
options in today's world, showing how we can build societies that support our great human
capacities for consciousness, caring, and creativity. It brings together findings--largely
overlooked--from the natural and social sciences debunking the popular idea that we are hard-wired
for selfishness, war, rape, and greed. Its groundbreaking new approach reveals connections between
disturbing trends like climate change denial and regressions to strongman rule. Moving past right
vs. left, religious vs. secular, Eastern vs. Western, and other familiar categories that do not include
our formative parent-child and gender relations, it looks at where societies fall on the
partnership-domination scale. On one end is the domination system that ranks man over man, man
over woman, race over race, and man over nature. On the other end is the more peaceful,
egalitarian, gender-balanced, and sustainable partnership system. Nurturing Our Humanity explores
how behaviors, values, and socio-economic institutions develop differently in these two
environments, documents how this impacts nothing less than how our brains develop, examines
cultures from this new perspective (including societies that for millennia oriented toward
partnership), and proposes actions supporting the contemporary movement in this more
life-sustaining and enhancing direction. It shows how through today's ever more fearful, frenzied,
and greed-driven technologies of destruction and exploitation, the domination system may lead us to
an evolutionary dead end. A more equitable and sustainable way of life is biologically possible and
culturally attainable: we can change our course.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: On Violence in History Philip Dwyer, Mark S. Micale,
2020-01-10 Is global violence on the decline? Scholars argue that Harvard psychologist Steven
Pinker’s proposal that violence has declined dramatically over time is flawed. This highly-publicized
argument that human violence across the world has been dramatically abating continues to
influence discourse among academics and the general public alike. In this provocative volume, a cast
of eminent historians interrogate Pinker’s thesis by exposing the realities of violence throughout



human history. In doing so, they reveal the history of human violence to be richer, more
thought-provoking, and considerably more complicated than Pinker claims. From the introduction:
Not all of the scholars included in this volume agree on everything, but the overall verdict is that
Pinker’s thesis, for all the stimulus it may have given to discussions around violence, is seriously, if
not fatally, flawed.The problems that come up time and again are the failure to genuinely engage
with historical methodologies; the unquestioning use of dubious sources; the tendency to exaggerate
the violence of the past in order to contrast it with the supposed peacefulness of the modern era; the
creation of a number of straw men, which Pinker then goes on to debunk; and its extraordinarily
Western-centric, not to say Whiggish, view of the world. Complex historical questions, as the essays
in this volume clearly demonstrate, cannot be answered with any degree of certainty, and certainly
not in a simplistic way. Our goal here is not to offer a final, definitive verdict on Pinker’s work; it is,
rather, to initiate an ongoing process of assessment that in the future will incorporate as much of the
history profession as possible.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Redeeming Sin? Ernst M. Conradie, 2017-10-11
Can Christian sin-talk be retrieved within the public sphere? In this contribution to ecotheology,
Ernst M. Conradie argues that, amid ecological destruction, discourse on sin can contribute to a
multidisciplinary depth diagnosis of what has gone wrong in the world. He confronts some major
obstacles related to the plausibility of sin-talk in conversation with evolutionary biology, the
cognitive sciences, and animal ethology. He defends an Augustinian insistence that social evil, rather
than natural evil, is our primary predicament. If the root cause of social evil is sin, then a Christian
confession of sin may yet yield good news for the whole earth.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Next Generation Tony Ryan, 2017-08-14
Today's children will be an unprecedented global force—are they ready? The Next Generation maps
out the world of possibilities ahead for today's young people, and reveals the skills and habits they'll
need to take full advantage of their unique futures. Around 35% of the world's population is under
20 years of age; known as Generation Z and Generation Alpha, these children are coming of age in a
world that is safer, healthier, wealthier and more productive than ever before. Opportunities fan out
in the distance for today's kids—a world of possibility awaits, and they will be the ones to shape the
future for us all. Right now, it's the job of parents and educators to prepare these kids for what
awaits. They need an instinctual adaptability, quick thinking and comfort with change. They need to
be technologically literate, and ready to take on whatever challenges arise. This book explores the
evolution of coming of age in a world where teens are already an entrepreneurial force, and shows
you how to instill the talent, skills and instincts today's children will need to make the most of their
future. Explore the unique opportunities that exist for today's children Discover the three
capabilities that will prepare them for their dramatic journey Learn three ways in which kids can
help create a worthwhile future for themselves Give them the skills they need to successfully
navigate rapid, never-ending change Continuous technological advancements combined with our
children's unprecedented levels of involvement will unleash humanity's next major social and
economic evolution—will your child be ready? The Next Generation helps you prepare them for their
journey to success.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Rise and Fall of Political Orders Richard Ned
Lebow, 2018-09-13 Drawing on political theory, comparative politics, international relations,
psychology and classics, Ned Lebow offers insights into why social and political orders form, how
they evolve, and why and how they decline. Following The Tragic Vision of Politics and A Cultural
Theory of International Relations, this book thus completes Lebow's trilogy with an original theory of
political order. He identifies long- and short-term threats to political order that are associated
respectively with shifts in the relative appeal of principles of justice and lack of self-restraint by
elites. Two chapters explore the consequences of late-modernity for democracy in the United States,
and another chapter, co-authored with Martin Dimitrov, the consequences for authoritarianism in
China. The Rise and Fall of Political Orders forges new links between political theory and political
science via the explicit connection it makes between normative goals and empirical research.



  pinker the better angels of our nature: The New Celebrity Scientists Declan Fahy,
2015-03-06 A new cultural icon strode the world stage at the turn of the twenty-first century: the
celebrity scientist, as comfortable in Vanity Fair and Vogue as Smithsonian. Declan Fahy profiles
eight of these eloquent, controversial, and compelling sellers of science to investigate how they
achieved celebrity in the United States and internationally—and explores how their ideas influence
our understanding of the world. Fahy traces the career trajectories of Richard Dawkins, Stephen
Hawking, Steven Pinker, Neil deGrasse Tyson, Brian Greene, Stephen Jay Gould, Susan Greenfield,
and James Lovelock. He demonstrates how each scientist embraced the power of promotion and
popularization to stimulate thinking, impact policy, influence research, drive controversies, and
mobilize social movements. He also considers critical claims that they speak beyond their expertise
and for personal gain. The result is a fascinating look into how celebrity scientists help determine
what it means to be human, the nature of reality, and how to prepare for society’s uncertain future.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Summary & Review of The 100 Best Non Fiction
Books Nelson KJ, Summary & Review of The 100 Best Non Fiction Books is a curated collection of
the most influential and thought-provoking nonfiction works throughout history. From ancient
philosophical texts to contemporary works of science and memoir, this book offers a diverse range of
topics and authors that have shaped the nonfiction genre. With concise summaries and balanced
reviews for each of the 100 books, this guide is a valuable resource for anyone interested in
exploring the depth and breadth of nonfiction literature.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Point of View of the Universe Katarzyna de
Lazari-Radek, Peter Singer, 2014-05-23 What does the idea of taking 'the point of view of the
universe' tell us about ethics? The great nineteenth-century utilitarian Henry Sidgwick used this
metaphor to present what he took to be a self-evident moral truth: the good of one individual is of no
more importance than the good of any other. Ethical judgments, he held, are objective truths that we
can know by reason. The ethical axioms he took to be self-evident provide a foundation for
utilitarianism. He supplements this foundation with an argument that nothing except states of
consciousness have ultimate value, which led him to hold that pleasure is the only thing that is
intrinsically good. Are these claims defensible? Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek and Peter Singer test
them against a variety of views held by contemporary writers in ethics, and conclude that they are.
This book is therefore a defence of objectivism in ethics, and of hedonistic utilitarianism. The
authors also explore, and in most cases support, Sidgwick's views on many other key questions in
ethics: how to justify an ethical theory, the significance of an evolutionary explanation of our moral
judgments, the choice between preference-utilitarianism and hedonistic utilitarianism, the conflict
between self-interest and universal benevolence, whether something that it would be wrong to do
openly can be right if kept secret, how demanding utilitarianism is, whether we should discount the
future, or favor those who are worse off, the moral status of animals, and what is an optimum
population.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The Big Fraud Troy E. Nehls, 2022-07-19 From riots
in the summer of 2020 to COVID-19 lockdowns and mandates, the establishment and progressive
elite were determined to destroy Donald Trump by any means necessary. Congressman Troy E.
Nehls sets the record straight with his firsthand account of confronting rioters at the Chamber doors
on January 6 and investigating as part of Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy’s January 6 committee
team.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Thinking of Questions Peter Limm, 2015-09-23
This is not a conventional book. It is designed to stimulate and challenge all people who are curious
to find out about the world they inhabit and their place within it. It does this by suggesting questions
and lines of questioning on a wide range of topics. The book does not provide answers or model
arguments but prompts people to create their own questions and a reading log or journal. To this
end, almost all questions have a list of books or articles to provide a starter for stimulating further
reading. Once you start, you will be hooked! Never stop questioning.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Theory in Psychology



Harold L. Miller, Jr., 2016-01-05 Drawing together a team of international scholars, The SAGE
Encyclopedia of Theory in Psychology examines the contemporary landscape of all the key theories
and theorists, presenting them in the context needed to understand their strengths and weaknesses.
Key features include: · Approximately 300 signed entries fill two volumes · Entries are followed by
Cross-References and Further Readings · A Reader′s Guide in the front matter groups entries
thematically · A detailed Index and the Cross-References provide for effective search-and-browse in
the electronic version · Back matter includes a Chronology of theory within the field of psychology, a
Master Bibliography, and an annotated Resource Guide to classic books in this field, journals,
associations, and their websites The SAGE Encyclopedia of Theory in Psychology is an exceptional
and scholarly source for researching the theory of psychology, making it a must-have reference for
all academic libraries.
  pinker the better angels of our nature: Values, World Society and Modelling Yearbook
2015 Gordon Burt, 2017-05-11 The Values, World Society and Modelling Yearbook 2015, like the
2014 Yearbook, analyses contemporary world events with special attention to values, drawing on
foundational ideas in a variety of academic disciplines. World society in 2015 exhibited economic,
political and cultural tensions: growth and austerity; the Greek bailout referendum; the Paris attacks
on the Charlie Hebdo cartoonists; the Christian south and Muslim north in the Nigerian elections;
and religion and secularism in Ireland’s referendum on same-sex marriage. Demographics, austerity,
migration and nationalism were all issues in the UK general election. There were debates about
immigration into Europe and debates about Western military intervention. There were debates about
the Enlightenment surrounding the bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo. The year 2015 was the
seventieth anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations, and the centenary of the birth of
one of those who attended the San Francisco conference in 1945, namely John Burton, founder of
the Conflict Research Society. Chapter Two of the Yearbook is “The John Burton Memorial Lecture
2015”, by Kevin Clements. Other guest contributors are Feargal Cochrane, Hugh Miall, Dennis
Sandole and Rania Dimitraki. The modelling aspect of the Yearbook is strongly structured around
the notions of space, time and value. Six of the chapters are about space – physical space,
geographical space, psychological space, social space, political space and value space. Four of the
chapters are about time: time series for human development and population; revisiting the Pinker
debate about a decline in violence; physical and structural violence; the 1945–2015 UK decline in
two-party and three-party politics; the flight from the centre and the rise of UKIP and Jeremy
Corbyn. The chapter “Life is a Journey” discusses values in a qualitative way, then models of values
are developed for particular topics and finally a systematic account is given of value spaces.
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