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People in the Revolutionary War: The Faces Behind America’s Fight for Freedom

People in the revolutionary war were not just soldiers clad in uniforms, but a diverse
cast of individuals whose courage, convictions, and sacrifices shaped the birth of the
United States. From famed generals and passionate patriots to unsung heroes and
everyday citizens, the American Revolution was fueled by a variety of personalities, each
contributing in unique ways to the struggle for independence. Understanding who these
people were and what motivated them gives us a richer appreciation of this pivotal
chapter in history.

The Founding Figures: Leaders Who Defined the
Revolution

When discussing people in the revolutionary war, it's impossible to overlook the iconic
leaders who steered the course of the conflict. These figures are often the first to come to
mind, but their stories reveal a blend of strategic genius, political savvy, and personal
sacrifice.

George Washington: The Reluctant Commander

George Washington, often dubbed the “Father of His Country,” was appointed
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army in 1775. Despite initial doubts about his
military experience, Washington’s leadership was instrumental in sustaining the
revolutionary cause. His ability to inspire troops during harsh winters, such as at Valley
Forge, and his strategic patience culminated in the decisive victory at Yorktown.

Benjamin Franklin: The Diplomatic Genius

Benjamin Franklin’s role extended beyond the battlefield. As a diplomat, he secured
crucial French support, both financially and militarily, which was vital for the
revolutionaries. His charm and intellect helped forge international alliances that tipped
the balance in favor of American independence.

Thomas Jefferson and the Pen of Freedom

Thomas Jefferson, the principal author of the Declaration of Independence, gave voice to
the aspirations of the revolution. His eloquent words captured the universal desire for
liberty and justice, framing the ideological foundation that inspired both contemporaries
and future generations.



Unsung Heroes: The Diverse Individuals Who
Shaped the War

Beyond the celebrated leaders, countless people in the revolutionary war played essential
roles that often go unnoticed in mainstream narratives. Their stories provide a broader
understanding of the war’s human dimension.

Women in the Revolutionary War: Courage Behind the
Scenes and on the Frontlines

Women were indispensable, whether managing households, providing supplies, or even
taking up arms. Figures like Molly Pitcher, who famously brought water to soldiers and
took over a cannon after her husband fell, symbolize the bravery of women. Others, such
as Abigail Adams, influenced political discourse and advocated for rights, highlighting the
revolutionary spirit beyond the battlefield.

African Americans and the Fight for Freedom

The revolutionary war’s promises of liberty were complex for African Americans. Many
enslaved people sought freedom by siding with either the British or the Patriots,
depending on which side offered better prospects for emancipation. Notable individuals
like Crispus Attucks, who died in the Boston Massacre and is often considered the first
casualty of the revolution, underscore the significant yet often overlooked contributions of
African Americans.

Native American Alliances and Participation

Native American tribes faced difficult choices during the revolution, with some siding with
the British in hopes of curbing colonial expansion, while others allied with the Patriots.
Their involvement affected the war’s dynamics and had lasting impacts on their
communities, reflecting the complex nature of allegiance and survival.

The Continental Army: The Backbone of the
Revolution

Central to the revolutionary war effort was the Continental Army, a ragtag force composed
of farmers, tradesmen, and immigrants united by the cause of independence.
Understanding the people who served in this army reveals the grassroots nature of the
revolution.



Soldiers’ Lives and Challenges

Many soldiers faced grueling conditions, from inadequate supplies to harsh winters and
disease. Their resilience was remarkable, often fueled by a sense of duty and hope for a
better future. The army included not only white men but also individuals from diverse
backgrounds, such as the 1st Rhode Island Regiment, which was notable for its inclusion
of African American and Native American soldiers.

Militia and Local Fighters

Besides the formal army, local militias played crucial roles in skirmishes and intelligence
gathering. These groups were typically composed of neighbors and friends, motivated by
protecting their homes and communities. Their intimate knowledge of the local terrain
often gave them an advantage against British forces.

British Loyalists and Opponents: The Other Side
of the Conflict

While people in the revolutionary war are often celebrated for their fight for
independence, it’s essential to recognize the Loyalists—colonists who remained faithful to
the British Crown. Their stories add depth to the understanding of the revolutionary era’s
social and political complexities.

Who Were the Loyalists?

Loyalists came from various walks of life, including wealthy merchants, government
officials, and common folk who feared the consequences of rebellion. Many faced
persecution, property loss, and exile as a result of their allegiance to Britain. Their
experiences remind us that the revolution was not universally embraced and involved
profound internal divisions.

British Soldiers and Commanders

The British military, composed of professional soldiers and officers, was tasked with
suppressing the rebellion. Figures like General Cornwallis epitomize the British efforts to
maintain control over the colonies. Understanding their strategies and hardships
highlights the global dimension of the conflict.



The Role of Ideology and Personal Conviction

What united the diverse people in the revolutionary war was a shared commitment to
ideas of liberty, representation, and justice—though these could mean different things to
different individuals.

The Power of Revolutionary Ideas

Enlightenment principles inspired many revolutionaries, emphasizing natural rights and
government by consent. Pamphlets like Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” galvanized
public opinion, encouraging ordinary citizens to consider their role in shaping society.

Personal Stories of Sacrifice

Beyond ideology, personal sacrifice was a defining characteristic of those involved.
Families were split, careers jeopardized, and lives lost. Diaries, letters, and memoirs from
soldiers and civilians alike reveal the emotional and psychological toll of the revolution,
enriching our understanding beyond dates and battles.

Remembering the People in the Revolutionary
War Today

Modern commemorations, museums, and historical sites help keep alive the legacy of the
people in the revolutionary war. Their stories continue to inspire discussions about
freedom, citizenship, and national identity.

Why Their Stories Matter

Exploring the lives of those who fought, supported, or resisted the revolution offers
lessons about resilience, diversity, and the complexities of social change. It encourages us
to reflect on the costs of liberty and the ongoing journey toward equality.

Visiting Historical Sites and Museums

Places like Independence Hall in Philadelphia, the Valley Forge National Historical Park,
and the Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum provide immersive experiences that bring
these individuals’ stories to life. Engaging with these sites can deepen appreciation and
understanding of the multifaceted nature of the American Revolution.



The people in the revolutionary war were as varied as the ideals they fought for. Their
collective efforts, struggles, and dreams forged a nation and set a precedent for future
generations seeking freedom. By looking beyond the iconic names and into the lives of
everyday patriots, soldiers, and citizens, we gain a fuller picture of the revolution’s human
spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was George Washington and what was his role in
the Revolutionary War?
George Washington was the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army during the
American Revolutionary War and later became the first President of the United States.

What role did Thomas Jefferson play in the
Revolutionary War?
Thomas Jefferson was the principal author of the Declaration of Independence, which
articulated the colonies' reasons for seeking independence from Britain.

Who was King George III in the context of the
Revolutionary War?
King George III was the King of Great Britain during the American Revolutionary War and
was seen as the symbol of British authority against which the colonies rebelled.

How did Benedict Arnold become a notable figure in the
Revolutionary War?
Benedict Arnold was initially a successful American general but later defected to the
British, becoming synonymous with treason in American history.

What contributions did Abigail Adams make during the
Revolutionary War?
Abigail Adams was an influential advisor to her husband John Adams and advocated for
women's rights and the abolition of slavery during the Revolutionary era.

Who was Marquis de Lafayette and how did he impact
the Revolutionary War?
Marquis de Lafayette was a French aristocrat who volunteered to fight for the American
cause, providing crucial military support and securing French aid.



What was the significance of King Louis XVI in the
American Revolutionary War?
King Louis XVI of France supported the American colonies by providing military aid and
funding, which was vital for the success of the Revolution.

Who was Paul Revere and why is he famous in the
Revolutionary War?
Paul Revere was an American silversmith and patriot famous for his midnight ride to warn
colonial militia of the approaching British forces before the battles of Lexington and
Concord.

What role did women play in the Revolutionary War?
Women contributed by managing homes and businesses, serving as nurses, spies, and
even disguising themselves as men to fight in battles during the Revolutionary War.

Who was Crispus Attucks and why is he remembered in
the context of the Revolutionary War?
Crispus Attucks was an African American man who is widely regarded as the first casualty
of the Boston Massacre, making him one of the first American deaths in the fight for
independence.

Additional Resources
People in the Revolutionary War: An Analytical Review of Key Figures and Their Impact

People in the revolutionary war played pivotal roles that shaped the trajectory of
American independence and the broader historical landscape. This conflict, stretching
from 1775 to 1783, was not only a military confrontation but also a complex social
upheaval involving a diverse cast of individuals—soldiers, leaders, spies, and ordinary
citizens—each contributing in distinct ways. Understanding the multifaceted involvement
of these people reveals the nuanced dynamics of the war and provides insight into how
collective and individual actions influenced the outcome.

Understanding the Diverse Roles of People in the
Revolutionary War

The revolutionary war was fought on multiple fronts, involving more than just battlefield
engagements. The people in the revolutionary war encompassed a broad spectrum, from
prominent military leaders and politicians to marginalized groups whose stories often
remain underrepresented. Analyzing the contributions and experiences of these



individuals is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of the conflict.

Military Leaders and Commanders

At the forefront were the military leaders whose strategies and decisions determined key
victories and losses. Figures such as George Washington, the Commander-in-Chief of the
Continental Army, exemplify leadership marked by resilience and strategic acumen.
Washington’s ability to maintain army morale during harsh winters and his tactical
ingenuity at battles like Trenton and Yorktown were instrumental in sustaining the
revolutionary cause.

On the British side, commanders such as General William Howe and General Charles
Cornwallis represented the imperial power striving to suppress the rebellion. Their
military campaigns, although ultimately unsuccessful, showcased the challenges of waging
war across the Atlantic and adapting to unfamiliar terrain and guerrilla tactics.

Political Figures and Diplomats

Beyond the battlefield, political leaders played a critical role in shaping the ideological
foundation and international support for the revolution. Thomas Jefferson’s drafting of the
Declaration of Independence articulated the colonies’ grievances and aspirations,
galvanizing support domestically and abroad. Benjamin Franklin’s diplomatic mission in
France secured crucial military and financial aid, demonstrating how diplomacy was
intertwined with military success.

The Continental Congress, as a collective body, coordinated war efforts and governance
despite internal divisions and logistical hurdles. Their decisions on resource allocation,
alliances, and governance models were vital for sustaining the revolutionary movement.

Ordinary Soldiers and Militia Members

While leaders occupy much historical attention, the bulk of the fighting was carried out by
ordinary soldiers and local militias. These men, often farmers, tradesmen, and laborers,
enlisted for varied reasons, including patriotism, economic necessity, or conscription.
Their diverse backgrounds influenced the military culture and effectiveness of the
Continental forces. Unlike the professional British army, the American militias were
irregular and less disciplined, which had both advantages and disadvantages.

The militias’ knowledge of local geography allowed for guerrilla tactics that harassed
British forces, but their lack of training sometimes resulted in disorganization. The
interplay between Continental regulars and militia units was a defining feature of the
revolutionary military strategy.



Women’s Contributions and Roles

People in the revolutionary war were not limited to combatants; women played
indispensable roles that often went unrecognized in traditional military histories. Women
served as spies, nurses, and logistical supporters, maintaining households and farms in the
absence of men. Figures such as Molly Pitcher, who reportedly took her husband’s place
at a cannon during the Battle of Monmouth, symbolize women’s direct involvement in
combat scenarios.

Additionally, women managed supply lines, gathered intelligence, and influenced public
opinion through their social networks. Their participation highlights the war’s reach into
domestic and civil spheres, blurring the lines between frontlines and home fronts.

Enslaved People and African Americans

The involvement of African Americans, both enslaved and free, adds a complex layer to the
revolutionary narrative. Many African Americans fought for the promise of freedom,
joining either the Patriot or Loyalist sides depending on individual circumstances. The
British, for example, offered emancipation in exchange for military service, attracting
enslaved people seeking liberation. Conversely, the Continental Army’s eventual
acceptance of Black soldiers reflected both moral and practical considerations.

Despite their contributions, African Americans often faced discrimination and were largely
excluded from the political ideals espoused by revolutionary leaders. Their participation
underscores the contradictions within a war fought in the name of liberty.

Native American Allies and Adversaries

Native American tribes were significant players whose alliances influenced military
campaigns. Some tribes sided with the British, hoping to curb colonial expansion into their
territories, while others allied with the Patriots. The Iroquois Confederacy, for instance,
was divided, with different nations supporting opposing sides, illustrating the war’s impact
on indigenous communities.

These alliances had lasting consequences on Native American lands and sovereignty, often
resulting in displacement and loss of territory regardless of the war’s outcome.

Key Features and Impact of People’s Participation
in the Revolutionary War

The collective efforts of diverse people in the revolutionary war led to several defining
features of the conflict:



Decentralized Military Structure: Unlike traditional European armies, the
American forces combined Continental troops with local militias, reflecting a
grassroots approach to military organization.

Ideological Commitment: The involvement of civilians and soldiers alike was often
driven by emerging notions of liberty and self-governance, which provided a unifying
cause despite material hardships.

International Influence: The diplomatic and military support secured by key
individuals expanded the war beyond a colonial rebellion, transforming it into a
global conflict.

Social Transformation: The participation of marginalized groups, including women
and African Americans, began challenging existing social hierarchies, planting seeds
for future civil rights movements.

Comparative Perspectives: Revolutionary War
Participants vs. Other Conflicts

Examining the people in the revolutionary war compared to participants in other
contemporary conflicts reveals notable contrasts. For instance, the American forces’
reliance on citizen-soldiers contrasts with the professional standing armies of European
powers. This difference affected training standards, discipline, and battlefield tactics.

Furthermore, the ideological underpinnings of the revolutionary war—centered on
concepts of individual rights and representative government—distinguished it from
conflicts driven primarily by dynastic or territorial ambitions. This ideological element
shaped the motivations and morale of participants uniquely.

Challenges Faced by People in the Revolutionary War

Despite their crucial roles, people in the revolutionary war contended with significant
challenges:

Logistical Difficulties: Supplying armies with food, weapons, and clothing was a1.
persistent problem, exacerbated by limited infrastructure and British blockades.

Internal Divisions: Loyalists opposed to independence created internal conflicts,2.
sometimes resulting in civil strife within communities and families.

Harsh Conditions: Soldiers endured extreme weather, disease, and inadequate3.
shelter, testing their endurance and resolve.

Unequal Representation: Many groups, particularly minorities and women, faced4.



systemic exclusion from political decision-making despite their contributions.

These challenges underline the complexity of sustaining a revolutionary movement reliant
on a broad spectrum of participants.

Legacy of the People in the Revolutionary War

The legacy of people in the revolutionary war extends beyond the establishment of the
United States. Their collective struggle laid the groundwork for democratic principles and
inspired subsequent movements worldwide. The diverse experiences of individuals
involved offer rich material for historical scholarship, emphasizing the interconnectedness
of military, political, and social dimensions.

In tracing the varied roles—from commanding generals to ordinary militiamen, from
influential diplomats to unsung women and minority participants—the revolutionary war
emerges as a multifaceted event shaped by human agency in its many forms. This
understanding enriches the narrative of American independence and highlights the
enduring significance of those who fought, strategized, and persevered during this
transformative period.

People In The Revolutionary War

  people in the revolutionary war: Important People of the Revolutionary War Diane Smolinski,
2001-07-01 Describes some of the important people of the Revolutionary War, including George
Washington, Ethan Allen, Ann Bates, and Benjamin Franklin, and how they made a difference.
  people in the revolutionary war: The American Revolutionary War and The War of 1812
Britannica Educational Publishing, 2009-10-01 Many Americans buoy their national pride and
patriotism in the tableau of the American Revolution�in which every day men rose up against
taxation from abroad to defeat one of the most powerful countries in the world at the time. From the
midnight ride of Paul Revere to the cold winter at Valley Forge, American freedom was a right
proudly won. This book investigates the important battles, speeches, and founding fathers of this
important war that ended in the creation of a proud new nation.
  people in the revolutionary war: Key People of the Revolutionary War Patrick Catel,
2011-01-01 Profiles patriots, loyalists, Native Americans, and women connected to the American
Revolution.
  people in the revolutionary war: A People Numerous and Armed John W. Shy, 1990
Americans like to think of themselves as a peaceful and peace-loving people, and in remembering
their own revolutionary past, American historians have long tended to focus on colonial origins and
Constitutional aftermath, neglecting the fact that the American Revolution was a long, hard war. In
this book, John Shy shifts the focus to the Revolutionary War and explores the ways in which the
experience of that war was entangled with both the causes and the consequences of the Revolution
itself. This is not a traditional military chronicle of battles and campaigns, but a series of essays that
recapture the social, political, and even intellectual dimensions of the military effort that had
created an American nation by 1783. Book jacket.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/people-in-the-revolutionary-war.pdf


  people in the revolutionary war: Important People Of The Revolutionary War Diane Smolinski,
2001-09-01 Describes some of the important people of the Revolutionary War, including George
Washington, Ethan Allen, Ann Bates, and Benjamin Franklin, and how they made a difference.
  people in the revolutionary war: A People's History of the American Revolution Ray Raphael,
2001 Uses diaries, letters, and memoirs to recount the events of the American Revolution from the
perspective of those who lived through it.
  people in the revolutionary war: A Revolutionary People At War Charles Royster,
2011-02-01 In this highly acclaimed book, Charles Royster explores the mental processes and
emotional crises that Americans faced in their first national war. He ranges imaginatively outside
the traditional techniques of analytical historical exposition to build his portrait of how individuals
and a populace at large faced the Revolution and its implications. The book was originally published
by UNC Press in 1980.
  people in the revolutionary war: This Fierce People Alan Pell Crawford, 2024-07-02 A
groundbreaking, important recovery of history; the overlooked story—fully explored—of the critical
aspect of America’s Revolutionary War that was fought in the South, showing that the British
surrender at Yorktown was the direct result of the southern campaign, and that the battles that
emerged south of the Mason-Dixon line between loyalists to the Crown and patriots who fought for
independence were, in fact, America’s first civil war. The famous battles that form the backbone of
the story put forth of American independence—at Lexington and Concord, Brandywine,
Germantown, Saratoga, and Monmouth—while crucial, did not lead to the surrender at Yorktown. It
was in the three-plus years between Monmouth and Yorktown that the war was won. Alan Pell
Crawford’s riveting new book,This Fierce People, tells the story of these missing three years, long
ignored by historians, and of the fierce battles fought in the South that made up the central theater
of military operations in the latter years of the Revolutionary War, upending the essential American
myth that the War of Independence was fought primarily in the North. Weaving throughout the
stories of the heroic men and women, largely unsung patriots—African Americans and whites,
militiamen and “irregulars,” patriots and Tories, Americans, Frenchmen, Brits, and
Hessians—Crawford reveals the misperceptions and contradictions of our accepted understanding of
how our nation came to be, as well as the national narrative that America’s victory over the British
lay solely with General George Washington and his troops.
  people in the revolutionary war: Reporting the Revolution Todd Andrlik, 2012-11 This is
'you are there' history at its best...[Reporting the Revolutionary War] lets us see and feel how events
unfolded for the people who lived them.—American History For the colonists of the new world, the
years of the American Revolution were a time of upheaval and rebellion. History boils it down to a
few key events and has embodied it with a handful of legendary personalities. But the reality of the
time was that everyday people witnessed thousands of little moments blaze into an epic conflict-for
more than twenty years. Now, for the first time, experience the sparks of revolution the way the
colonists did—in their very own town newspapers and broadsheets. Reporting the Revolutionary War
is a stunning collection of primary sources, sprinkled with modern analysis from 37 historians.
Featuring Patriot and Loyalist eyewitness accounts from newspapers printed on both sides of the
Atlantic, readers will experience the revolution as it happened with the same immediacy and
uncertainty of the colonists. The American newspapers of the eighteenth century fanned the flames
of rebellion, igniting the ideas of patriotism and liberty among average citizens who had never
before been so strongly united. Within the papers, you'll also read the private correspondence and
battlefield letters of the rebels and patriots who grabbed the attention of each and every colonist
and pushed them to fight for freedom and change. From one of America's leading Revolutionary War
newspaper archivists, Todd Andrlik, and guided by scores of historians and experts, Reporting the
Revolutionary War brings you into the homes of Americans and lets you see through their eyes the
tinderbox of war as it explodes. The story of the battle for independence unlike any version that has
been told. —Military Review
  people in the revolutionary war: Revolutionary War Almanac John C. Fredriksen, 2006



Offering a day-by-day chronology of the people and events important to the American Revolution,
this title provides a look at this historic time. It covers people, battles, and other details, and
includes more than 130 maps, photographs, and illustrations pair with an index, a bibliography,
cross-references, and a chronology.
  people in the revolutionary war: People's War Noel Rae, 2011-10-18 The People’s War is the
story of one of history’s great events, the American Revolutionary War, told almost entirely in the
words of the soldiers who fought it and the civilians who endured it. Drawing on thousands of
original sources—diaries, letters, memoirs, newspapers, pension applications—Noel Rae has culled
the most colorful and vivid passages and woven them into a vibrant, eyewitness narrative that takes
us from the peaceful days before the Stamp Act, through all the war’s major events, and ends with
farewell accounts of what happened in later life to the people we have come to know along the way.
Some of these figures, like Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John Adams, and King George
III, are familiar figures, but most were ordinary people, little known to history, but here briefly
emerging from obscurity: a farm boy who ran away to sea at the age of twelve, a pretty young widow
roughed up by Tory ruffians, and a slave who escaped to the British after witnessing his mother
being flogged. These are but a few of those whose collective voices, drawn from all sides of the
conflict, bring the Revolution truly to life—in a history at its most entertaining and authoritative, for
who better qualified to tell what happened than the people who were there?
  people in the revolutionary war: The Will of the People T. H. Breen, 2019-09-17 T. H. Breen
introduces us to the ordinary men and women who took responsibility for the course of the American
revolution. Far from the actions of the Continental Congress and the Continental Army, they took the
reins of power and preserved a political culture based on the rule of law, creating America’s political
identity in the process.
  people in the revolutionary war: People & Events of the American Revolution Trevor Nevitt
Dupuy, Gay M. Hammerman, 1974 Chronological almanac. Sourceboo of who, what, where & when
of the American Revolution. Developed at the request of the American Bicentennial Commission.
  people in the revolutionary war: Mao's Road to Power: Revolutionary Writings, 1912-49: v. 6:
New Stage (August 1937-1938) Zedong Mao, Stuart Schram, 2015-07-17 By 1936, after a decade of
Civil War and even before the Xi'an Incident, Mao Zedong had begun talking about a New Stage of
cooperation between the Guomindang and the Communist Party. With the establishment of a
framework for cooperation between the two parties, and as Japan began its brutal war against
China, Mao began to develop this theme more systematically in both the political and military
spheres. This volume documents the evolution of Mao's thinking in this area that found its
culmination in his long report to the Sixth Enlarged Plenum of the Central Committee in October,
1938, explicitly entitled On the New Stage and presented here in its entirety. It was also during this
period that Mao delivered a course of lectures on dialectical materialism after reading and
annotating a number of works on Marxist theory by Soviet and Chinese authors. These lectures,
from which On Practice and On Contradiction were later extracted, are also translated here in their
entirety.
  people in the revolutionary war: The Revolutionary War Jack Johnson, 2016-01-13 The
Revolutionary War: The Making of America retells the story of the American Revolution in a way that
captures your attention and is as educational as it is entertaining. This book covers the events of the
American Revolution, but also their cultural and historical significance. This book also overviews the
most important players on both sides of the conflict, and pays special attention to the key figures
who led this military and political struggle and went on to found the American republic. Millions of
words have been spilled in discussions of the American Revolution. It might make you wonder, how
does this small book make any difference? The difference I hope to make is to introduce you to the
Revolution at breakneck speed. Don't be fooled by the size of this book; it's small, but it's still packed
with information that other books tend to forget. This book does not seek to add something new to
our understanding of the Revolution, nor does it review the events from a perspective that has never
been considered. Instead, The Making of America should be read as an easy-to-read reference point



that contains from cover to cover everything you need to know about the American Revolution.
  people in the revolutionary war: The American Revolution Ray Raphael, 2002-08-22 A lively
and involving history of America's 18th century war with Britain
  people in the revolutionary war: African-American Soldiers in the Revolutionary War Lucia
Raatma, 2008-09 Examines the role of African-American soldiers in the Revolutionary War.
  people in the revolutionary war: Collections of United States Joint Publications Research
Service Translations in the Social Sciences Emanating from Communist China United States. Joint
Publications Research Service, 1962
  people in the revolutionary war: Revolution and Its Narratives Xiang Cai, 2016-02-04
Published in China in 2010, Revolution and Its Narratives is a historical, literary, and critical
account of the cultural production of the narratives of China's socialist revolution. Through
theoretical, empirical, and textual analysis of major and minor novels, dramas, short stories, and
cinema, Cai Xiang offers a complex study that exceeds the narrow confines of existing views of
socialist aesthetics. By engaging with the relationship among culture, history, and politics in the
context of the revolutionary transformation of Chinese society and arts, Cai illuminates the utopian
promise as well as the ultimate impossibility of socialist cultural production. Translated, annotated,
and edited by Rebecca E. Karl and Xueping Zhong, this translation presents Cai's influential work to
English-language readers for the first time.
  people in the revolutionary war: The American Revolution Gordon S. Wood, 2002-03-05 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “An elegant synthesis done by the leading scholar in the field, which
nicely integrates the work on the American Revolution over the last three decades but never loses
contact with the older, classic questions that we have been arguing about for over two hundred
years.”—Joseph J. Ellis, author of Founding Brothers A magnificent account of the revolution in arms
and consciousness that gave birth to the American republic. When Abraham Lincoln sought to define
the significance of the United States, he naturally looked back to the American Revolution. He knew
that the Revolution not only had legally created the United States, but also had produced all of the
great hopes and values of the American people. Our noblest ideals and aspirations-our commitments
to freedom, constitutionalism, the well-being of ordinary people, and equality-came out of the
Revolutionary era. Lincoln saw as well that the Revolution had convinced Americans that they were
a special people with a special destiny to lead the world toward liberty. The Revolution, in short,
gave birth to whatever sense of nationhood and national purpose Americans have had. No doubt the
story is a dramatic one: Thirteen insignificant colonies three thousand miles from the centers of
Western civilization fought off British rule to become, in fewer than three decades, a huge,
sprawling, rambunctious republic of nearly four million citizens. But the history of the American
Revolution, like the history of the nation as a whole, ought not to be viewed simply as a story of right
and wrong from which moral lessons are to be drawn. It is a complicated and at times ironic story
that needs to be explained and understood, not blindly celebrated or condemned. How did this great
revolution come about? What was its character? What were its consequences? These are the
questions this short history seeks to answer. That it succeeds in such a profound and enthralling way
is a tribute to Gordon Wood’s mastery of his subject, and of the historian’s craft.
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