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Pen Mar Park History: A Journey Through Time and Nature

pen mar park history is a fascinating tale of vision, community effort, and the enduring beauty of
the Appalachian Mountains. Nestled on the border between Pennsylvania and Maryland, Pen Mar
Park has long been a cherished destination for outdoor enthusiasts, history buffs, and families alike.
Understanding its origins and evolution offers a unique glimpse into the early 20th century
American leisure culture, regional development, and the conservation movement.

The Origins of Pen Mar Park

Pen Mar Park’s story begins in the early 1900s, a time when urbanization was rapidly transforming
the American landscape. As cities grew crowded and industrialized, people sought escapes into
nature. The Pen Mar Park area, perched atop the South Mountain range, was identified as a perfect
retreat for those in nearby urban centers like Baltimore and Washington, D.C.

The Visionary Behind the Park

The park’s creation is credited largely to the efforts of the Pen Mar Company, a private enterprise
that saw the potential for a resort and recreational area that would capitalize on the stunning
mountain views and fresh air. The name “Pen Mar” itself is a blend of Pennsylvania and Maryland,
symbolizing the park’s unique location straddling the two states.

The company invested in infrastructure to make the park accessible and appealing. This included
building a scenic railway line known as the Western Maryland Railway, which brought visitors
directly to the park’s doorstep. The accessibility helped Pen Mar Park quickly become a popular
destination for weekend getaways and family outings.

Early Attractions and Features

From its inception, Pen Mar Park boasted a variety of attractions designed to entertain and engage
visitors. These included a ballroom, picnic areas, hiking trails, and an amusement park with rides
and games. The park’s ballroom was particularly famous, hosting dances and musical performances
that drew crowds from miles around.

The natural landscape was also a key feature. The park’s location on South Mountain offered
breathtaking vistas, including views of the Cumberland Valley and, on clear days, the distant Blue
Ridge Mountains. Trails wound through dense forests, inviting exploration and connection with
nature.



Pen Mar Park Through the Decades

As decades passed, Pen Mar Park adapted to changing times and tastes, reflecting broader social
and economic trends.

The Golden Era: 1920s to 1940s

The 1920s and 1930s marked the golden era for Pen Mar Park. The rise of the automobile made
travel easier, increasing the park’s popularity. Families flocked there for summer vacations, enjoying
the cool mountain air and array of recreational activities.

During this period, the park expanded its offerings, adding more amusement rides and enhancing its
facilities. The ballroom continued to be a social hub, and the park was a frequent stop for community
events, festivals, and gatherings.

Challenges and Decline

The mid-20th century brought challenges. The Great Depression and World War II affected leisure
spending and travel habits. Additionally, newer forms of entertainment and emerging suburban
developments shifted public interest away from traditional resorts like Pen Mar Park.

Maintenance of the park became increasingly difficult, and parts of the amusement facilities fell into
disrepair. By the 1950s and 1960s, the park’s popularity waned, and it eventually closed its
amusement operations.

Pen Mar Park’s Revival and Preservation

Despite the decline, the natural beauty and historical significance of Pen Mar Park never faded from
local memory. Efforts to preserve and revive the park began in earnest during the late 20th century.

Transition to a State Park

Recognizing the importance of the area, Maryland and Pennsylvania worked to protect the land. In
1953, Maryland acquired a portion of the parkland, leading to the establishment of Pen Mar County
Park. Over time, this evolved into Pen Mar Park as part of the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources’ state park system.

This transition marked a shift from a commercial amusement park to a public recreation and
conservation area. The focus became preserving the natural environment, providing hiking and
biking trails, picnic facilities, and opportunities for wildlife observation.



Modern Attractions and Activities

Today, Pen Mar Park is known for its scenic overlooks, particularly the famous Pen Mar Scenic
Overlook, which continues to draw visitors eager to experience the panoramic views that have
captivated people for over a century.

The park now offers:

Hiking trails ranging from easy walks to challenging climbs

Picnic shelters equipped for family gatherings

Mountain biking routes through wooded terrain

Historical markers and interpretive signs detailing the park’s rich past

Seasonal events such as festivals and guided nature walks

These amenities appeal to a broad audience, from casual visitors to avid outdoor adventurers.

The Cultural Impact of Pen Mar Park

Beyond its physical beauty and recreational value, Pen Mar Park holds cultural and historical
significance.

A Social Hub of the Past

In its heyday, the park was more than just a place for fun; it was a social nexus where communities
mingled, danced, and celebrated. The ballroom was a particularly important venue for social
interaction, hosting big band performances and dances that defined the social life of the region.

Inspiration for Conservation

The story of Pen Mar Park reflects a broader American narrative about balancing development,
recreation, and conservation. Its survival and transformation into a state park underscore the value
of preserving natural spaces for future generations.

Tips for Visiting Pen Mar Park Today



If you’re planning a trip to Pen Mar Park, here are some helpful tips to make the most of your visit:

Timing: Visit during spring or fall for the best weather and spectacular foliage views.1.

Hiking Preparation: Wear sturdy shoes and bring water; some trails can be steep and rocky.2.

Photography: The scenic overlook is ideal for sunrise or sunset shots.3.

Picnic Planning: Pack a picnic to enjoy at one of the sheltered areas, but remember to clean4.
up to help preserve the park’s natural beauty.

Check Events: Look out for seasonal festivals or guided tours that provide deeper insights5.
into the park’s history and ecology.

Exploring Pen Mar Park today is like stepping into a living history book, where natural splendor and
cultural heritage intertwine.

Exploring Nearby Historical Sites

While at Pen Mar Park, visitors can also explore several nearby attractions that complement the
park’s historical ambiance. The surrounding South Mountain area is dotted with Civil War
landmarks, including battlefields and monuments that tell stories of the past conflicts that shaped
the region.

Additionally, the Western Maryland Railway Trail offers a chance to walk or bike along the old
railway line that once brought visitors to Pen Mar Park. This trail connects several towns and
historic sites, providing a broader context to the area’s transportation and leisure history.

---

The history of Pen Mar Park is a rich tapestry woven from natural beauty, community spirit, and
changing American lifestyles. Whether you’re drawn by the breathtaking mountain views, the hiking
trails, or the echoes of a bygone era’s ballroom dances, understanding the park’s background adds
depth to any visit. As you wander its paths or relax at the overlook, you’re participating in a tradition
that has connected people with nature and each other for over a century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Pen Mar Park?
Pen Mar Park is historically significant as a popular resort destination established in the late 19th
century, serving as a recreational area that attracted visitors from Maryland and Pennsylvania due
to its scenic location along the Mason-Dixon line.



When was Pen Mar Park originally established?
Pen Mar Park was originally established in 1877 as a resort and amusement park to capitalize on the
natural beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the newly constructed railway.

Who were the founders of Pen Mar Park?
Pen Mar Park was developed by the Western Maryland Railway Company to promote rail travel and
encourage tourism in the region.

What role did the Western Maryland Railway play in Pen Mar
Park's history?
The Western Maryland Railway played a crucial role by building a railway line to Pen Mar Park,
making it accessible to visitors and boosting its popularity as a vacation spot in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

What types of attractions and amenities did Pen Mar Park
historically offer?
Historically, Pen Mar Park featured amusement rides, a dance pavilion, picnic areas, hiking trails,
and a scenic overlook, making it a comprehensive recreational destination.

How has Pen Mar Park evolved over the years?
Over the years, Pen Mar Park transitioned from a bustling amusement park to a state park focused
on outdoor recreation, preserving its natural beauty and historical significance.

Why is Pen Mar Park important in the context of regional
history?
Pen Mar Park is important regionally as it symbolizes the development of leisure culture in the late
19th century and highlights the impact of railway expansion on tourism and local economies in
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Additional Resources
Pen Mar Park History: Exploring the Legacy of a Scenic Landmark

pen mar park history unfolds as a compelling narrative of regional development, leisure culture,
and natural preservation. Situated along the border of Maryland and Pennsylvania, Pen Mar Park
has long been a beloved destination for residents and visitors alike. Its story is intertwined with the
growth of transportation, the rise of tourism in the early 20th century, and ongoing efforts to
maintain its natural beauty. This article delves into the rich historical context of Pen Mar Park,
outlining its origins, transformation, and current significance, while naturally integrating key terms
related to its history and features.



The Origins of Pen Mar Park

Pen Mar Park's history dates back to the early 1900s. The park was originally developed by the
Western Maryland Railway Company, which sought to boost passenger rail traffic by creating a
recreational destination accessible by train. The name “Pen Mar” itself is a portmanteau derived
from “Pennsylvania” and “Maryland,” reflecting the park’s unique location straddling the state line.

In 1901, the railway company officially opened Pen Mar Park, capitalizing on the scenic views of the
Appalachian Mountains and the picturesque landscape of the Mason-Dixon Line area. The park was
designed to offer a variety of recreational options, including picnic areas, hiking trails, and an
amusement park with rides and attractions. This strategic development was part of a broader trend
during the era, where rail companies invested in leisure destinations to encourage weekend and
holiday travel.

Transportation and Tourism: The Role of the Western
Maryland Railway

The Western Maryland Railway's involvement was crucial in shaping the early years of Pen Mar
Park. By providing direct rail access, the company made it possible for urban dwellers from
Baltimore, Washington D.C., and nearby Pennsylvania cities to escape the industrialized
environment and enjoy the outdoors. This accessibility turned Pen Mar Park into a popular excursion
spot during the first half of the 20th century.

The railway’s promotional efforts included special excursion trains and affordable fares, which
attracted thousands of visitors. At its peak, Pen Mar Park was equipped with a carousel, dance
pavilion, refreshment stands, and even a small zoo. These amenities positioned Pen Mar as a premier
destination in the Mid-Atlantic region for family outings and social gatherings.

The Evolution of Pen Mar Park Over the Decades

As transportation technologies evolved and automobiles became more common, the reliance on rail
travel diminished. This shift had a direct impact on Pen Mar Park’s patronage and maintenance. By
the mid-20th century, the park experienced a decline in visitors, and many of its original attractions
were dismantled or fell into disrepair.

Despite these challenges, local governments and community organizations recognized the park’s
historical and environmental value. Efforts to preserve Pen Mar Park’s natural landscape and
historical structures gained momentum in the latter half of the 20th century. Today, the site is
managed as a state park by Maryland, with ongoing restoration projects emphasizing both
recreational use and historical preservation.

Pen Mar Park as a State Park: Conservation and Recreation



Currently, Pen Mar State Park spans approximately 1,200 acres and offers a variety of outdoor
activities such as hiking, picnicking, and sightseeing. The park’s trail system, including the
renowned Appalachian Trail that passes nearby, attracts hikers and nature enthusiasts year-round.
The park’s elevation offers panoramic vistas of the surrounding valleys and ridges, maintaining its
reputation as a scenic jewel.

The transition from a railway amusement park to a state-managed natural area illustrates a broader
trend in park evolution, where historical sites adapt to changing recreational demands and
conservation priorities. Pen Mar Park’s blend of natural beauty and rich heritage continues to
captivate visitors while serving as a reminder of the early 20th-century leisure culture.

Key Features and Historical Landmarks Within Pen
Mar Park

Pen Mar Park’s landscape includes several features that highlight both its recreational past and
natural environment. Understanding these elements provides deeper insight into the park’s
significance.

Historic Structures and Facilities

Although many original amusement park structures no longer stand, some remnants such as the
stone pavilion survive, offering visitors a glimpse into the park’s past. This pavilion, constructed in
the early 1900s, was once a central gathering spot for dances and social events. Preservation efforts
have maintained the pavilion as a historical monument, symbolizing the park’s heyday.

Natural Attractions and Hiking Trails

Pen Mar Park is renowned for its extensive trail network, which includes access to the Appalachian
Trail and overlooks like High Rock. These natural attractions not only support outdoor recreation
but also emphasize the park’s role in regional conservation efforts. The diverse flora and fauna found
here contribute to the park’s ecological importance, making it a valuable habitat within the Mid-
Atlantic.

The Cultural and Economic Impact of Pen Mar Park
History

The history of Pen Mar Park is more than a timeline of events; it reflects shifting cultural attitudes
towards leisure, transportation, and nature. Initially, the park played a pivotal role in democratizing
outdoor recreation by making natural spaces accessible via rail. This democratization had economic
implications, as local businesses benefited from increased tourism and hospitality services.



In recent decades, Pen Mar Park’s preservation has supported eco-tourism and educational
initiatives. Programs that highlight the park’s historical context and environmental features attract
school groups, history buffs, and outdoor enthusiasts, contributing to the local economy and
community identity.

Comparative Analysis: Pen Mar Park and Other Railway Parks

Pen Mar Park’s history parallels that of other early 20th-century amusement parks developed by
railway companies, such as Kennywood Park near Pittsburgh and Luna Park in New York. Like these
parks, Pen Mar was initially designed to generate rail traffic and offer urban populations a respite in
nature.

However, unlike some railway parks that evolved into major commercial amusement parks, Pen Mar
retained a stronger emphasis on natural scenery and hiking opportunities. This distinction has
allowed Pen Mar to transition more seamlessly into a state park focused on conservation rather than
commercial entertainment.

Ongoing Challenges and Opportunities

Despite its historical and natural appeal, Pen Mar Park faces challenges common to many regional
parks, including funding limitations and the need for infrastructure improvements. Balancing visitor
access with environmental preservation remains a key concern for park managers.

At the same time, opportunities exist to enhance the park’s educational value by expanding
interpretive programs about its railway origins and ecological significance. Partnerships with
historical societies, conservation groups, and local governments could further strengthen Pen Mar
Park’s role as both a recreational haven and a living museum.

The unfolding story of Pen Mar Park history continues to attract interest from historians,
conservationists, and outdoor recreation advocates. Its unique position at the intersection of two
states, combined with its rich past and scenic offerings, ensures that the park remains a significant
cultural and natural asset in the region.

Pen Mar Park History

  pen mar park history: A Pictorial History of Pen Mar Park Carroll F. Spitzer, 1986
  pen mar park history: Pen Mar Franklin P. Woodring, Suanne K. Woodring, 2005-03-02 With a
vista of 2,000 square miles across the Cumberland Valley, Pen Mar sits in the heart of the Blue
Ridge Mountains at an elevation of 1,400 feet. It was this breathtaking view that inspired the
president of the Western Maryland Railway, Col. John Mifflin Hood, to establish Pen Mar Park,
which opened on August 31, 1877. The park served as a magnet for visitors, and soon magnificent
hotels and boarding houses appeared, making the area one of the most popular resorts in the East.
Railways brought hundreds of thousands of tourists until the rise of the automobile, when people
found their way to Pen Mar by cars and buses.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/pen-mar-park-history.pdf


  pen mar park history: Appalachian Trail Names David Lillard, 2002 This concise,
alphabetical, backpack-friendly guide explains the origins of some 1100 place names hikers come
across as they make their way along the Appalachian Trail. Filled with fascinating facts, surprising
stories, and colourful trivia, it also offers insight into the AT's long and legendary history, as well as
the history of the wilderness preservation movement, and of the country itself.
  pen mar park history: Pen Mar Franklin P. Woodring, Suanne K. Woodring, 2005-03-01 With a
vista of 2,000 square miles across the Cumberland Valley, Pen Mar sits in the heart of the Blue
Ridge Mountains at an elevation of 1,400 feet. It was this breathtaking view that inspired the
president of the Western Maryland Railway, Col. John Mifflin Hood, to establish Pen Mar Park,
which opened on August 31, 1877. The park served as a magnet for visitors, and soon magnificent
hotels and boarding houses appeared, making the area one of the most popular resorts in the East.
Railways brought hundreds of thousands of tourists until the rise of the automobile, when people
found their way to Pen Mar by cars and buses.
  pen mar park history: History of Western Maryland J. Thomas Scharf, 2020-09-08 The
preparation of History of Western Maryland, one of the most voluminous works on the history of that
party of the United States, imposed a vast responsibility and an immense amount of labor. In the
compilation of this history no authority of importance has been overlooked. The author has carefully
examined every source of information open to him, and has availed himself of every fact that could
throw new light upon, or impart additional interest to, the subject under consideration. Besides
consulting the most reliable records and authorities, over fifteen thousand communications were
addressed to persons supposed to be in possession of facts or information calculated to add value to
the work. Recourse has not only been had to the valuable libraries of Baltimore, Annapolis,
Frederick, and Hagerstown, but the author and his agents have visited personally the entire territory
embraced in the six counties of Western Maryland, spending much time in each district, examining
ancient newspapers, musty manuscripts, family, church, and society records, conversing with the
aged inhabitants, and collecting from them orally many interesting facts never before published, and
which otherwise, in all probability, would soon have been lost altogether. In addition to the material
partly used in the preparation of his Chronicles and History of Baltimore City and County and
History of Maryland, the author has consulted an immense number of pamphlets, consisting of
county and town documents, reports of societies, associations, corporations, and historical
discourses, and, in short, everything of a fugitive character that might in any way illustrate the
history of Western Maryland. Sketches of the rise, progress, and present condition of the various
religious denominations, professions, political parties, and charitable and benevolent institutions,
societies, and orders form a conspicuous feature of the work. Manufacturing, commercial, and
agricultural interests have also a prominent place. An account of the county school system is also
given, and a history of the various institutions of learning of which Western Maryland has every
reason to be proud. Many of the facts recorded, both statistical and historical, may seem trivial or
tediously minute to the general reader, and yet such facts have a local interest and sometimes a real
importance. Considerable space has also been given to biographies of leading and representative
men, living and dead, who have borne an active part in the various enterprises of life, and who have
become closely identified with the history of Frederick, Washington, Montgomery, Allegany, Carroll,
and Garrett Counties. The achievements of the living must not be forgotten, nor must the memories
of those who have passed away be allowed to perish. It is the imperative duty of the historian to
chronicle their public and private efforts to advance the great interests of society. Their deeds are to
be recorded for the benefit of those who follow them; they, in fact, form part of the history of their
communities, and their successful lives add to the glory of the Commonwealth. A distinguishing
feature of the work is its statistics of the various districts into which the six counties of Western
Maryland are divided. In them the reader is brought into close relation with every part of Western
Maryland. This is volume one out of six, covering the time from the first settlers to the Civil War.
  pen mar park history: Historic Amusement Parks of Baltimore John P. Coleman, 2016-04-28
This book presents the rich history of the old amusement parks and beach resorts frequented by



Baltimoreans beginning in the 1870s and stretching into the late 20th century. Readers may
recognize such popular amusement parks as Gwynn Oak, Carlin's, and Tolchester Beach, and will
learn about some of the more obscure places like Frederick Road Park and Hollywood Park. Each of
the major parks is documented here, complete with a detailed history of the sites they were built on,
the creative owners behind the parks' inceptions, the individuals and companies who provided the
rides and attractions, and, the people that happily traveled by boat, streetcar, train and automobile
to reach their favorite park or resort.
  pen mar park history: A History of the City of Baltimore, Its Men and Institutions , 1902
  pen mar park history: Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in the Mid-Atlantic States
Glenn Scherer, Don Hopey, 2013-08 41 day hikes and overnight trips in Maryland, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, and New York Complete with elevation profiles, topographic maps, descriptions of
terrain, and notes on landmarks, side trails, and shelters Includes directions to trailheads and
information on available parking Completely revised and updated to reflect recent trail changes
Indexes sort the hikes by difficulty and length 0 false 18 pt 18 pt 0 0 false false false /* Style
Definitions */ table.MsoNormalTable {mso-style-name:Table Normal; mso-tstyle-rowband-size:0;
mso-tstyle-colband-size:0; mso-style-noshow:yes; mso-style-parent:; mso-padding-alt:0in 5.4pt 0in
5.4pt; mso-para-margin:0in; mso-para-margin-bottom:.0001pt; mso-pagination:widow-orphan;
font-size:12.0pt; font-family:Times New Roman; mso-ascii-font-family:Cambria;
mso-ascii-theme-font:minor-latin; mso-fareast-font-family:Times New Roman;
mso-fareast-theme-font:minor-fareast; mso-hansi-font-family:Cambria;
mso-hansi-theme-font:minor-latin;}
  pen mar park history: Hikes in the Mid-Atlantic States Glenn Scherer, Don Hopey, 1998
Explores the Appalachian Trail through Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York.
  pen mar park history: A History of Washington County, Maryland Thomas John Chew Williams,
1906
  pen mar park history: A Guide to Car-Hiking the Appalachian Trail James C. Duffus,
AdaFrances R. Duffus, 2002-09 This easy-to-use guide will help you discover, by car, 74 access
points to the Appalachian Trail, the longest linear park in the world. You will find where it crosses
major rivers and the Interstate Highway System. You will be able to drive to significant sites such as
the north and south terminals of the Appalachian Trail; historical areas near the Appalachian Trail
such as Civil War battlefields; areas of natural interest; the high, low, and mid-points on the
Appalachian Trail; the Maine/Canada border crossing of the developing International Extension of
the Appalachian Trail as well as many other places of interest. Each site lists tourist information
sources (phone numbers and/or websites) and where appropriate short hikes are described. The
guide is also intended to help parents introduce their children to some modest hiking and to
encourage active people of all ages who love nature and the outdoors to sample parts of the
Appalachian Trail—a portion at a time—perhaps as a life-time achievement. The guide will enable
anyone to find and follow the trail by car, thereby reawakening them to some of the magnificent
wealth of their natural heritage.
  pen mar park history: A History of Washington County, Maryland Thomas John Chew
Williams, 1968
  pen mar park history: The Lady of Winderslee, a Saintly Romance, and Other Poems George
Washington Kettoman, 1892
  pen mar park history: Railroads of Pennsylvania Lorett Treese, 2003-03 Discover
Pennsylvania's railroad past in this exploration of the industry. The book profiles the great railroads
that crossed the Keystone State, tells the stories of the individuals and events that shaped railroad
history, and locates the state's rail-culture relics-steam and diesel locomotives, routes, inclined
planes, bridges, stations, and landmarks - as well as tourist railroad lines, museums, and Rails to
Trails paths.
  pen mar park history: History of Western Maryland John Thomas Scharf, 2003
  pen mar park history: The New International Encyclopæeia Daniel Coit Gilman, Harry



Thurston Peck, Frank Moore Colby, 1909
  pen mar park history: Becoming Odyssa: 10th Anniversary Edition Jennifer Pharr Davis,
2020-03-16 After graduating from college, Jennifer isn't sure what she wants to do with her life.
Through inexperienced and unprepared, she feels drawn to the Appalachian Trail and sets out along
on the long-distance footpath that stretches 2, 175 miles from Georgia to Maine. The next five
months are the most physically and emotionally challenging of her life—coping with blisters and
aching shoulders, hiking through endless torrents of rain and a blizzard, facing unwanted company
and encountering tragedy. The trail becomes a modern day Odyssey that tests Jennifer's faith in
God, humanity and herself. But even at her lowest points, it provides enduring friendships,
unexpected laughter, and the gift of self-discovery. With every step she takes, Jennifer transitions
from an over-confident college graduate to a student of the trail. As she travels along the ridges of
the ancient mountain chain, she realizes that she isn't walking through nature—she realizes she is
part of nature. And she learns that the Appalachian Trails is more than a 2,175 mile hike: it is a
journey that will change a person forever.
  pen mar park history: Along the Appalachian Trail: West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania
Leonard M. Adkins and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, 2015 Unlike counterparts on other
sections of the 2,180-plus-mile Appalachian Trail who could locate the pathway within national parks
and forests, builders of the 270 miles of trail detailed in Along the Appalachian Trail: West Virginia,
Maryland, and Pennsylvania did not have vast tracts of federal lands on which to construct the
footpath. Yet they succeeded in creating a trail within many of the states' scenic areas. Hundreds of
vintage photographs--provided by the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, National Park Service, state
archives, and local trail-maintaining clubs--present an illustrated narrative of the Herculean work
and dedication it took for volunteers to plan, build, and continue to maintain the trail in these states.
Included are the glimpses of American history the trail passes by, the pathway's early (and later)
supporters and hikers, and original locations that have been rerouted off of today's trail.
  pen mar park history: Musical Maryland David K. Hildebrand, Elizabeth M. Schaaf,
2017-07-24 In Musical Maryland, the first comprehensive survey of the music emanating from the
Old Line State, David K. Hildebrand and Elizabeth M. Schaaf explore the myriad ways in which
music has enriched the lives of Marylanders. From the drinking songs of colonial Annapolis, the
liturgical music of the Zion Lutheran Church, and the work songs of the tobacco fields to the
exuberant marches of late nineteenth-century Baltimore Orioles festivals, Chick Webb’s mastery on
drums, and the triumphs of the Baltimore Opera Society, this richly illustrated volume explores more
than 300 years of Maryland’s music history. Beginning with early compositions performed in private
settings and in public concerts, this book touches on the development of music clubs like the
Tuesday Club, the Florestan Society, and H. L. Mencken’s Saturday Night Club, as well as lasting
institutions such as the Peabody Institute and the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra (BSO). Yet the
soundscape also includes militia quicksteps, sea chanteys, and other work songs. The book describes
the writing of The Star-Spangled Banner—perhaps Maryland's single greatest contribution to the
nation's musical history. It chronicles the wide range of music created and performed by Maryland’s
African American musicians along Pennsylvania Avenue in racially segregated Baltimore, from jazz
to symphonic works. It also tells the true story of a deliberately integrated concert that the BSO
staged at the end of World War II. The book is full of musical examples, engravings, paintings,
drawings, and historic photographs that not only portray the composers and performers but also the
places around the state in which music flourished. Illuminating sidebars by William Biehl focus on
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century song of the kind evoked by the USS Baltimore or
inspired by the state's history, natural beauty, and romantic steamboats. The book also offers a
sampling of the tunes that Maryland’s more remarkable composers and performers, including Billie
Holiday, Eubie Blake, and Cab Calloway, contributed to American music before the homogenization
that arrived in earnest after World War II. Bringing to life not only portraits of musicians,
composers, and conductors whose stories and recollections are woven into the fabric of this book,
but also musical scores and concert halls, Musical Maryland is an engaging, authoritative, and bold



look at an endlessly compelling subject. -- John Barry Talley, author of Secular Music in Colonial
Annapolis, 1745–56
  pen mar park history: Hagerstown Mary H. Rubin, 2003-04-29 Hagerstown, Maryland's history
is inextricably linked to the railroad. Hagerstown's nickname of the Hub City comes from the
wheel-spoke effect that the many rail lines in and out of the city created. The first train cars from the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad reached the limits of Washington County on December 3, 1834, where
the line crossed into Harper's Ferry, West Virginia. The railroad was instrumental in transporting
both goods and passengers and helped spell the demise of the C & O Canal. Through the years, the
railroads continued to ply the tracks through the county providing work for many, and
transportation of freight and passenger service from Baltimore in the east to the great expanse of
the country to the west. Today, passenger service no longer runs through Hagerstown, but freight
service continues and trains are far from forgotten.
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