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Lewis and Clark Expedition Journal Entries: A Window into America’s Greatest Adventure

lewis and clark expedition journal entries offer an extraordinary glimpse into one of the most significant
explorations in American history. These firsthand accounts, penned by Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and
other expedition members, chronicle the epic journey across the uncharted western territories of the United
States in the early 19th century. Far more than mere travel logs, these journals provide rich details about the
landscapes, Native American tribes, flora and fauna, and the challenges faced during the expedition. For history
enthusiasts, students, and curious readers alike, exploring these journal entries reveals not only the physical
expedition but also the mindset and spirit of discovery that defined this landmark voyage.

The Importance of the Lewis and Clark Expedition Journal Entries

The expedition, commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson in 1803 after the Louisiana Purchase, aimed to map
the newly acquired lands, find a water route to the Pacific Ocean, and establish American presence before
European powers. The journals documented every step of the journey from May 1804 to September 1806,
offering a detailed record of geography, natural history, and intercultural encounters.

What makes the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries invaluable is their immediacy and authenticity.
Written day-by-day, sometimes even hour-by-hour, these records capture the explorers’ observations,
emotions, and decisions as events unfolded. They serve as a primary source for historians, anthropologists,
and naturalists studying early America and the West.

Who Wrote the Journals?

Primarily, the journals are attributed to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, the expedition leaders. Lewis’s
entries are known for their detailed descriptions of plants, animals, and terrain, reflecting his scientific training.
Clark’s records often focus on maps, relations with Native American tribes, and logistical aspects. In addition
to the leaders, other members such as Sergeant Charles Floyd and Captain York contributed to the
documentation. The combined perspectives enrich the narrative and give a fuller picture of the expedition’s
multifaceted experience.

What Do the Journal Entries Reveal About the Journey?

Encounters with Native American Tribes

One of the most fascinating aspects of the journals is the detailed accounts of interactions with numerous
Native American tribes. The explorers met groups such as the Mandan, Shoshone, Nez Perce, and Blackfeet,
among others. Through the journals, readers learn about the customs, languages, and hospitality of these
communities, as well as the diplomatic efforts to establish peaceful relations.

These entries also highlight the crucial role Native Americans played in the expedition’s success. For example,
Sacagawea, a Shoshone woman who served as a guide and interpreter, is frequently mentioned. Her knowledge of
the terrain and native languages often helped the Corps of Discovery navigate difficult passages and negotiate
friendly terms with tribes.



Detailed Natural Observations

Beyond human encounters, the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries provide extensive natural history
observations. Lewis, in particular, cataloged hundreds of plant and animal species previously unknown to
science. The journals describe the majestic buffalo herds, elusive grizzly bears, and a variety of birds and fish.
These entries not only emphasize biodiversity but also serve as early scientific records that contributed to
American natural history.

For modern readers interested in ecology or historical biology, the journals offer a snapshot of the
environment before industrialization and widespread settlement altered the landscape. The explorers’ meticulous
notes on soil, weather, and water sources also shed light on the challenges of sustaining such a long
expedition through wilderness.

Challenges and Hardships Documented

The journals don’t shy away from describing the hardships faced during the journey. From treacherous river
crossings and rough terrain to food shortages and illness, the entries paint a vivid picture of the physical and
mental endurance required. For instance, the loss of Sergeant Charles Floyd, the only member to die on the
expedition, is recorded with somber detail.

These candid reflections humanize the explorers, showing their vulnerability and resilience. They also provide
lessons on leadership, teamwork, and problem-solving—qualities that remain relevant today.

How to Access and Interpret the Lewis and Clark Expedition
Journal Entries

Where to Find the Original Journals

Many original journal entries are preserved in museums, libraries, and archives, such as the American
Philosophical Society and the Library of Congress. Several institutions have digitized these documents, making
them accessible online to historians, educators, and the public. Published editions with annotations and modern
commentary are also widely available, offering context and explanations to help readers understand the
historical language and references.

Tips for Reading the Journals

Reading the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries can be both rewarding and challenging. Here are some tips
to enhance the experience:

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with early 19th-century American history, the
Louisiana Purchase, and the expedition’s goals to better grasp why the journey mattered.

Pay attention to language and terminology: Some words or descriptions may seem archaic or unfamiliar.
Using annotated versions or glossaries can clarify these terms.

Follow maps and routes: Pairing journal entries with maps helps visualize the expedition’s progression
and the geography described.



Compare multiple perspectives: Reading entries from different members allows for a richer understanding of
events and daily life on the trail.

The Legacy of the Lewis and Clark Expedition Journals

The lasting impact of the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries extends beyond their historical value. They
inspired generations of explorers, naturalists, and writers, shaping the American imagination about the “West.”
The journals also contributed to scientific knowledge and encouraged westward expansion, albeit with
complex consequences for indigenous peoples.

Today, educators use these entries to teach critical thinking, history, and science. They remind us of the spirit
of curiosity and courage that drives exploration and discovery. Whether you’re a history buff or just curious
about America’s past, diving into the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries is like stepping back in time to
witness a monumental chapter of adventure, diplomacy, and the quest to understand a vast unknown land.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries?

The Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries are detailed daily records kept by Meriwether Lewis, William
Clark, and other members of the Corps of Discovery during their 1804-1806 expedition to explore the newly
acquired western portion of the United States.

Why are the Lewis and Clark journal entries important?

The journal entries provide invaluable firsthand accounts of the geography, native tribes, flora, fauna, and
challenges faced during the expedition, offering historians and researchers detailed insights into early 19th-
century America.

Where can I access the original Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries?

The original journal entries are preserved in various archives, including the Library of Congress. Many have been
digitized and are available online through websites such as the National Archives and university collections.

Who wrote the Lewis and Clark expedition journals?

Primarily, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark wrote the journals, along with contributions from other
members of the Corps of Discovery, such as Patrick Gass and Charles Floyd.

What topics are covered in the Lewis and Clark expedition journal entries?

The journals cover a wide range of topics including detailed descriptions of landscapes, wildlife observations,
interactions with Native American tribes, weather conditions, travel routes, and daily challenges faced by the
expedition.

How accurate are the Lewis and Clark journal entries?

The journals are considered highly accurate for their time, providing precise geographic and scientific
observations, although some entries reflect the limited knowledge and cultural perspectives of the early 19th
century.



Have the Lewis and Clark expedition journals been published?

Yes, the journals have been published in various editions, often with annotations and historical context, making
them accessible to scholars, students, and the general public interested in American history.

Additional Resources
Lewis and Clark Expedition Journal Entries: A Window into Early American Exploration

lewis and clark expedition journal entries provide an invaluable glimpse into one of the most significant
exploratory missions in American history. These firsthand accounts, meticulously recorded by Meriwether
Lewis, William Clark, and other members of the Corps of Discovery between 1804 and 1806, chronicle their
groundbreaking journey across the uncharted American West. Beyond mere documentation, the journals reveal
insights into the geography, indigenous cultures, flora and fauna, and the challenges faced during the
expedition. As primary historical artifacts, these writings continue to captivate historians, scholars, and
enthusiasts interested in early 19th-century exploration and the expansion of the United States.

Historical Context of the Lewis and Clark Expedition Journal
Entries

President Thomas Jefferson commissioned the Lewis and Clark Expedition shortly after the Louisiana Purchase in
1803, aiming to explore and map the newly acquired territory, establish trade and sovereignty over Native
American tribes, and find a practical route to the Pacific Ocean. The expedition’s success depended heavily on
detailed observations and records, which were captured in the form of daily journal entries. These entries serve
not only as navigational logs but also as ethnographic and scientific reports, making them critical sources
for understanding early American expansionism.

The journal entries began in May 1804 as the Corps of Discovery set out from Camp Dubois near St. Louis.
They continued until September 1806, covering the journey from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Coast and
back. The comprehensive nature of these logs is a testament to the discipline and dedication of both Lewis and
Clark, who understood the importance of thorough documentation for future reference.

Content and Structure of the Expedition Journals

The lewis and clark expedition journal entries encompass a broad spectrum of observations:

Geographical Descriptions: Detailed notes on river routes, mountain ranges, and plains helped create some
of the first accurate maps of the western territories.

Flora and Fauna: The explorers cataloged hundreds of plant and animal species, many previously
unknown to European-Americans, contributing to early American natural history.

Interactions with Native Tribes: The journals describe encounters with various indigenous peoples, their
customs, languages, and trade practices.

Daily Life and Challenges: Entries include logistical details, weather conditions, health issues, and
hardships faced during the journey.

This multifaceted approach made the journals invaluable not only for their immediate practical use but also
for their long-term cultural and scientific significance.



Analyzing the Authenticity and Reliability of the Journal Entries

While the lewis and clark expedition journal entries are primary historical documents, their reliability and
objectivity have been topics of scholarly discussion. Both Lewis and Clark wrote with the dual purpose of
recording facts and promoting the expedition’s success. As a result, some entries may have been selectively
detailed or omit certain negative aspects, such as conflicts or failures.

Moreover, the journals were sometimes edited or supplemented by later transcriptions, which can affect their
original tone and accuracy. Despite these caveats, cross-referencing the entries with other contemporary
sources and archaeological evidence has largely affirmed their credibility.

Comparative Insights: Lewis vs. Clark’s Writing Styles

Interestingly, Lewis and Clark had distinct writing styles reflected in their journal entries. Lewis’s entries tend
to be more scientific, focusing on botanical and zoological observations and employing precise measurements.
Clark’s writings often emphasize ethnographic details, such as descriptions of Native American tribes and
interpersonal interactions.

This complementary documentation enriches the overall narrative, offering a balanced perspective that melds
natural science with human geography. Scholars often analyze these stylistic differences to better understand
the expedition’s diverse objectives and outcomes.

Impact and Legacy of the Lewis and Clark Expedition Journal Entries

The publication and dissemination of the lewis and clark expedition journal entries had a profound impact on
American society and beyond. They fueled public interest in westward expansion and played a role in shaping
national identity during the early 19th century.

Contributions to Science and Cartography

The detailed accounts of geography and natural history contributed significantly to the scientific
community’s understanding of North America’s western territories. The expedition’s records aided in the creation
of maps that were used for decades by settlers, traders, and government officials. Additionally, the botanical
and zoological collections documented in the journals introduced numerous species to the scientific world,
some of which bear the names of the explorers themselves.

Ethnographic Importance

The journals also serve as early ethnographic records of Native American tribes encountered along the route.
While the perspective is inevitably influenced by the explorers’ cultural biases, these entries provide valuable
information on indigenous lifestyles, languages, and social structures during a period of significant change and
upheaval.

Modern Accessibility and Usage of the Expedition Journals

Today, the lewis and clark expedition journal entries are accessible through various repositories, including
digital archives, published volumes, and museum exhibitions. Their availability has facilitated extensive research



and public education.

Digital Collections: Institutions like the Library of Congress and universities have digitized the journals,
allowing global access to high-resolution scans and transcriptions.

Annotated Editions: Scholars have produced annotated versions that contextualize the entries with
historical background, maps, and cross-references.

Educational Programs: Museums and historical societies utilize the journals to create immersive
experiences that engage audiences with the expedition’s story.

These resources ensure that the expedition’s legacy remains alive and relevant for contemporary audiences.

Challenges in Interpretation

Despite their richness, interpreting the journals requires careful consideration of historical context, linguistic
evolution, and potential biases. Modern readers must navigate archaic language, incomplete entries, and the
explorers’ Eurocentric viewpoints. Critical analysis helps prevent oversimplification and encourages a nuanced
understanding of the expedition’s complex narratives.

The lewis and clark expedition journal entries stand as a monumental record of early American exploration,
weaving together natural observation, cultural encounter, and human endurance. They remain indispensable for
anyone seeking to comprehend the vast and multifaceted story of the United States’ westward expansion.

Lewis And Clark Expedition Journal Entries

  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition , 1983 When the Corps of Discovery left the vicinity of St. Louis in 1804 to explore the
American West, they had only sketchy knowledge of the terrain that they were to cross--existing
maps often contained large blank spaces and wild inaccuracies. William Clark painstakingly mapped
every mile of the journey, drawing from both direct observation and from the reports of Indians and
a few fur traders. On their return Lewis and Clark directed the execution of new maps detailing with
remarkable accuracy the features of the country that they had traversed.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, 1804-1806 Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, 1905
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition: The journals of Joseph Whitehouse, May 14, 1804-April 2, 1806 Meriwether
Lewis, William Clark, Gary E. Moulton, Thomas W. Dunlay, 1983-01-01 The University of Nebraska
Press editions of The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition are widely heralded as a lasting
achievement. In all, thirteen volumes are projected, which together will provide a complete record of
the expedition. Volume 11 contains the journals of expedition member Joseph Whitehouse. His
journals are the only surviving account written by an army private on the expedition, and he is one of
the least known of the expedition party. Following the expedition, Whitehouse had a checkered army
career, and he disappeared after 1817. His capabilities have been unfairly slighted by previous
commentators, despite his narrative skill and evidence that he was a man of a lively and curious
mind. His extensive journal entries contribute to our understanding of the epochal journey and of
the unusual group of men who undertook one of the defining events in our history. The last part of
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his journals was not found until 1966; this is the first publication of the complete record of his
account.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition:
August 30, 1803-August 24, 1804 Meriwether Lewis, 1983-01-01 The journey of the Corps of
Discovery, under the command of Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, across the
American West to the Pacific Ocean and back in the years 1804-1806 seems to me to have been our
first really American adventure, one that also produced our only really American epic, The Journals
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, now at last available in a superbly edited, easily read edition in
twelve volumes (of an eventual thirteen), almost two centuries after the Corps of Discovery set out. .
. . This important text has not been fully appreciated for what it is because of two centuries of
incomplete and inadequate editing. All three editions previous to this excellent one from the
University of Nebraska . . . were flawed by significant omission. . . . Thus my gratitude to the present
editor, Gary Moulton, and his assistant editor, Thomas Dunlay, for bringing what I believe to be a
national epic into plain view at last. . . . For almost two hundred years their [Lewis' and Clark's]
strong words waited, there but not there, printed but not read: our silent epic. But words can wait:
now the captains' writings have at last spilled out, and fully, in this regal edition. When the Atlas of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition appeared in 1983, critics hailed it as a publishing landmark. This
eagerly awaited second volume of the new Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition begins the
actual journals of those explorers whose epic expedition still enthralls Americans. Instructed by
President Jefferson to keep meticulous records bearing on the geography, ethnology, and natural
history of the trans-Mississippi West, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and four of their men
filled hundreds of notebook pages with observations during their expedition of 1804–6. The result
was in is a national treasure: a complete look at the Great Plains, the Rockies, and the Pacific
Northwest, reported by men who were intelligent and well-prepared, at a time when almost nothing
was known about those regions so newly acquired in the Louisiana Purchase. Volume 2 includes
Lewis’s and Clark’s journals for the period from August 1803, when Lewis left Pittsburgh to join
Clark farther down the Ohio River, to August 1804, when the Corps of Discovery camped near the
Vermillion River in present South Dakota. The general introduction by Gary E. Moulton discusses the
history of the expedition, the journal-keeping methods of Lewis and Clark, and the editing and
publishing history of the journals from the time of Lewis and Clark’s return. Superseding the last
edition published early in this century, the current edition brings together new materials discovered
since then. It greatly expands and updates the annotation to take account of the most recent
scholarship on the many subjects touched on by the journals.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Gary E. Moulton, 2004-01-01 In twelve remarkable volumes, Gary
E. Moulton has edited the journals of the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804?6, thus making clear
and accessible to all readers the plethora of maps and words with which Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark documented one of the greatest ventures of discovery in American history. With the
Comprehensive Index, the thirteenth volume, Moulton completes his work?and offers everyone who
consults the Journals a complete and detailed means of locating specific passages, references, and
particular people or places within the larger work. Throughout the edition, his guiding principles
have been clarity and ease of use. Consequently, the notes are indexed more thoroughly here than in
most works and include modern place-names, modern denominations for Indian nations, and current
popular and scientific names for various cited species. This volume also contains a list of corrections
for earlier volumes.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition:
The journals of John Ordway, May 14, 1804-September 23, 1806, and Charles Floyd, May 14-August
18, 1804 Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Gary E. Moulton, Thomas W. Dunlay, 1983-01-01 Widely
heralded as a lasting achievement, the University of Nebraska Press editions of the journals of Lewis
and Clark now present volume 9 of the projected thirteen containing the complete record of the
expedition. In order that the fullest record possible be kept of the journey, Captains Lewis and Clark



required their sergeants to keep journals to guard against loss of the captains’ own accounts. The
sergeants’ accounts extend and corroborate the journals of Lewis and Clark and contribute to the
full record of the expedition. The bulk of this volume contains the fullest of the enlisted men’s
records, the journal of John Ordway. As senior sergeant, Ordway was in command when the captains
were absent from the main body of the expedition. He was also the sole member of the party never
to miss a day in his journal; for several portions of the crossing, his is the only extant account.
Ordway’s journal has never before been published with the other records of the venture. Charles
Floyd’s journal is tragically short, ending with his death near present-day Sioux City, Iowa, on 20
August 1804. Floyd was the only member of the party to die en route, and his journal—adding
several details absent from the captains’ records—indicates that the record of the journey is poorer
for his loss.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Lewis and Clark Road Trips: Exploring the Trail
Across America Kira Gale, 2006
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Lewis & Clark Trail Richard Mack, 2004 In
The Lewis & Clark Trail American Landscapes, the vistas and majesty of the Lewis & Clark Trail
have been brought to life in a magnificent set of 248 color photographs. Richard spent two years
visiting key locations along the Lewis & Clark Trail ¿ by plane, auto, and on foot ¿ shooting specific
locations at the same time of year as was originally experienced some 200 years ago. The result is an
extraordinary set of images capturing the incredible diversity of the American landscape. The Lewis
& Clark Expedition ¿ also known as the Corps of Discovery ¿ is regarded as one of the epic stories in
American history. The trail stretches across the American landscape starting in St. Louis and
followed the Missouri River through the woodlands of the Midwest, onto the Great Plains across
Montana, entered the Bitterroot Mountains in Idaho, and glided down the Clearwater, Snake, and
Columbia rivers to the Pacific Ocean. The pioneering exploits of the Corps of Discovery have been
thoroughly chronicled in thousands of pages of narrative by historians as well as in the journals of
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. These words, detailing the sense of discovery and the wonder
of viewing untouched landscapes, essentially were the only ¿pictures¿ from this expedition. Until
now.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Documents of the Lewis and Clark Expedition C.
Bríd Nicholson, 2018-12-07 Through its extensive use of primary source materials and invaluable
contextual notes, this book offers a documented history of one of the most famous adventures in
early American history: the Lewis and Clark expedition. This book is the first to situate the Lewis
and Clark expedition within the political and scientific ambitions of Thomas Jefferson. It spans a
forty-year period in American history, from 1783–1832, covering Jefferson's early interest in trying
to organize an expedition to explore the American West through the difficult negotiations of the
Louisiana Purchase, the formation of the Corps of Discovery, the expedition's incredible journey into
the unknown, and its aftermath. The story of the expedition is told not just through the journals and
letters of Lewis and Clark, but also through the firsthand accounts of the expedition's other
members, which included Sacagawea, a Native American woman, and York, an African American
slave. The book features more than 100 primary source documents, including letters to and from
Jefferson, Benjamin Rush, and others as the expedition was being organized; diary excerpts during
the expedition; and, uniquely, letters documenting the lives of Lewis, Clark, Sacagawea, and York
after the expedition.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Gary E. Moulton, 2002-01-01 Lively and curious, possessing a
keen eye for detail and a knack for skin-dressing, Private Joseph Whitehouse produced an account
that stands as the only surviving record by any army private in the Corps of Discovery expedition. In
simple and well-paced sentences he painted full portraits of the unusual group of men he
accompanied on one of the greatest adventures in American history. Whitehouse's journal is
published here in full for the first time?including entries from a second copy of his journal that
extend the narrative for five months beyond previous editions. Although Whitehouse's career after



the expedition was checkered and he disappeared after 1817, his vivid eyewitness account will long
be remembered. ø Whitehouse's journal joins the celebrated Nebraska edition of the complete
journals of the Lewis and Clark expedition, which feature a wide range of new scholarship dealing
with all aspects of the expedition from geography to Indian cultures and languages to plants and
animals.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Encyclopedia of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition Elin Woodger, Brandon Toropov, 2014-05-14 Provides facts and information about the
travels of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and their Corps of Discovery and its importance in
relation to Native Americans and the westward expansion in the United States.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Portland Heather Arndt Anderson, 2014-11-13
The infant city called The Clearing was a bald patch amid a stuttering wood. The Clearing was no
booming metropolis; no destination for gastrotourists; no career-changer for ardent chefs — just
awkward, palsied steps toward Victorian gentility. In the decades before the remaining trees were
scraped from the landscape, Portland’s wood was still a verdant breadbasket, overflowing with
huckleberries and chanterelles, venison leaping on cloven hoof. Today, Portland is seen as a quaint
village populated by trust fund wunderkinds who run food carts each serving something more
precious than the last. But Portland’s culinary history actually tells a different story: the tales of the
salmon-people, the pioneers and immigrants, each struggling to make this strange but inviting land
between the Pacific and the Cascades feel like home. The foods that many people associate with
Portland are derived from and defined by its history: salmon, berries, hazelnuts and beer. But
Portland is more than its ingredients. Portland is an eater’s paradise and a cook’s playground.
Portland is a gustatory wonderland. Full of wry humor and captivating anecdotes, Portland: A Food
Biography chronicles the Rose City’s rise from a muddy Wild West village full of fur traders,
lumberjacks and ne’er-do-wells, to a progressive, bustling town of merchants, brewers and oyster
parlors, to the critical darling of the national food scene. Heather Arndt Anderson brings to life in
lively prose the culinary landscape of Portland, then and now.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: American Confluence Stephen Aron, 2006 A bold
new history of Missouri--the region where the American West begins.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Westward Expansion and Migration, Grades 6 -
12 Cindy Barden, Maria Backus, 2011-01-03 Bring history to life for students in grades 6Ð12 using
Westward Expansion and Migration. This 128-page book is perfect for independent study or use as a
tutorial aid. It explores history, geography, and social studies with activities that involve critical
thinking, writing, and technology. The book includes topics such as Lewis and Clark, the Santa Fe
Trail, the Gold Rush, and San Francisco. It also includes vocabulary words, time lines, maps, and
reading lists. The book supports NCSS standards and aligns with state, national, and Canadian
provincial standards.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition:
Journal of Patrick Gass, May 14, 1804-September 23, 1806 , 1996
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Dangerous Endeavor Genevieve Sheats,
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Patrick Gass, 2014-12-12 A WORLD-CHANGING JOURNEY OF
DANGER AND DISCOVERYDangerous Endeavor is an exciting first-hand account of the famous
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Using journal entries from Lewis, Clark, and four other men of the
party, the true story of this 1804 expedition springs to life as these men record in their own words
the excitement of new discoveries, their dangers from Indians, and the thrill of succeeding in a
mission thought by many to be impossible.Perseverance, firmness, and integrity were necessary
qualities for the two young commanders entrusted with the monumental task of finding a navigable
passage to the Pacific coast. Passing through hostile Indian tribes and battling fierce grizzly bears
and countless other dangers, the two leaders with their loyal men struggled to attain their goal of
reaching the mighty western Ocean.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Uncovering the Truth About Meriwether Lewis
Thomas C. Danisi, 2012-02-07 The critically acclaimed biography Meriwether Lewis, coauthored by



Thomas C. Danisi, was praised for its meticulous research and for shedding new light on the
adventurous life and controversial death of the great explorer who became famous through the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Now, the author, with some help from contributors, extends his
groundbreaking studies of Meriwether Lewis with this compilation of historical essays that offers
new findings based on recently discovered documents, tackling such intriguing subjects as: -The
court-martial of Meriwether Lewis: Danisi’s discovery of the astonishing never-before published
transcript of the entire court-martial proceedings affords him the distinction of being the first
historian to mine the document for the many insights it offers into the then-untested
twenty-one-year-old officer, who eloquently defended himself and won his case. -Documentation
straight from the medical ledgers of Dr. Antoine Saugrain, the physician who treated Governor
Lewis, which helps to confirm that Lewis suffered from malaria prior to his celebrated trek to the
Pacific Ocean with the Corps of Discovery and continuing through his service as governor of the
Louisiana Territory. Was Lewis’s death, as reported, the result of suicide, or was he merely a victim
of this episodic and incurable disease? -Documentation that proves the true nature of the
much-discussed Gilbert Russell Statement given at the court-martial of General James Wilkinson.
Some historians have argued that Wilkinson orchestrated Lewis’s murder, but Danisi’s research sets
the record straight. -The role of Major James Neelly in Lewis’s last days. This subject has gained
much prominence through the History Channel, according to which Neelly supposedly lied to
President Thomas Jefferson about his presence at Meriwether Lewis’s burial, but Danisi has
evidence to the contrary. The author presents an abundance of additional material to fill in previous
historical gaps regarding the mysteries and controversies surrounding Lewis’s life and death. In
doing so, he paints a vivid picture of the brilliant rise of an ambitious young man by virtue of
courage, talent, and political connections, and the tragic fall of a conscientious public servant under
the weight of chronic illness, bureaucratic pettiness, and the political intrigue that was rampant
throughout America’s Wild West. This superb contribution to Meriwether Lewis research is a
must-read for students and scholars of American history and anyone with an interest in one of our
nation’s most important explorers and public servants.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Dreams of El Dorado H. W. Brands, 2019-10-22
Epic in its scale, fearless in its scope (Hampton Sides), this masterfully told account of the American
West from a two-time Pulitzer Prize finalist sets a new standard as it sweeps from the California
Gold Rush and beyond. In Dreams of El Dorado, H. W. Brands tells the thrilling, panoramic story of
the settling of the American West. He takes us from John Jacob Astor's fur trading outpost in Oregon
to the Texas Revolution, from the California gold rush to the Oklahoma land rush. He shows how the
migrants' dreams drove them to feats of courage and perseverance that put their stay-at-home
cousins to shame-and how those same dreams also drove them to outrageous acts of violence against
indigenous peoples and one another. The West was where riches would reward the miner's
persistence, the cattleman's courage, the railroad man's enterprise; but El Dorado was at least as
elusive in the West as it ever was in the East. Balanced, authoritative, and masterfully told, Dreams
of El Dorado sets a new standard for histories of the American West.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Sex and Manifest Destiny Martin Naparsteck,
2012-10-01 Many factors--political, economic, sociological--contributed to the United States'
westward expansion across the continent. But the role that sex played has largely been unexplored
by scholars. This is the first book-length study to examine such topics as Thomas Jefferson's interest
in the sex lives of American Indians, white's fear of Indians raping white women, Christian
missionary beliefs that Native American sexual practices needed to be altered in order to save
Indian souls, and the desire of Mormons to practice polygamy. These and other sex-related dynamics
all combined to play a role in America's extension from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
  lewis and clark expedition journal entries: Jefferson's America Julie M. Fenster,
2017-05-09 The surprising story of how Thomas Jefferson commanded an unrivaled age of American
exploration—and in presiding over that era of discovery, forged a great nation. At the dawn of the
nineteenth century, as Britain, France, Spain, and the United States all jockeyed for control of the



vast expanses west of the Mississippi River, the stakes for American expansion were incalculably
high. Even after the American purchase of the Louisiana Territory, Spain still coveted that land and
was prepared to employ any means to retain it. With war expected at any moment, Jefferson played a
game of strategy, putting on the ground the only Americans he could: a cadre of explorers who
finally annexed it through courageous investigation. Responsible for orchestrating the American
push into the continent was President Thomas Jefferson. He most famously recruited Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, who led the Corps of Discovery to the Pacific, but at the same time there
were other teams who did the same work, in places where it was even more crucial. William Dunbar,
George Hunter, Thomas Freeman, Peter Custis, and the dauntless Zebulon Pike—all were dispatched
on urgent missions to map the frontier and keep up a steady correspondence with Washington about
their findings. But they weren’t always well-matched—with each other and certainly not with a
Spanish army of a thousand soldiers or more. These tensions threatened to undermine Jefferson’s
goals for the nascent country, leaving the United States in danger of losing its foothold in the West.
Deeply researched and inspiringly told, Jefferson’s America rediscovers the robust and often
harrowing action from these seminal expeditions and illuminates the president’s vision for a
continental America.
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